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A 

B ILL 
TO 

Amend the Law l'elating to the levying of Distr ess for A.D. 18S,. 

R ent, and the execution of Small Debts in the Oity of 
Dablin. 

BE ~t enacted b! the ~ueen's most Excellent Majesty, by and 
wIth the .dVlce and consent of the Lords Spultual and 

Temporal. and. Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by t.he authority of the same, as follows: 

5 1. This Act may be cited as the Law of Distress and Small Debts ShOl·t titl0. 
Amendment (Dublin) Act, 1888. . 

2. This Act shall apply only within the municipal boundaries of Ext,nt. 
the city of Dublin. 

3. This Act, except as herein otherwise provided, sball come C~mmence-
10 into operation from and immediately after the thirty-ivrst day of ment. 

Ootobe1' one tho1t8and eight hund" ed ancl eighty-eight. 

4. "Mnnicipal authority" in this Act shan mean the Lord In',,·pr.t,· 
Mayor and corporation of the city of Dublin; "distress" shall t ion. 

mean and he confined to distresses for rent where the amount due 
15 and distrained for shall not exceedjifteen pounds sterling. 

"5. From and alter the commencement of this Act such goods Certain 

and cbattels of the tenant or debtor, or his family, as would be ~:~\~~;nm 
protected from seizure in execution under section nine of eleven llistress nod 

and twelve Victoria, chapter twenty·eight. or section one hundred execulion. 

20 and twenty-five of the County Courts (b.·eland) Act, 1851, shall be 
exempt from distress for rent, and from exccutions under decrees of 
the Dublin Court of Conscience, and executions under decrees or 
orders of the courts of the Dublin divisional justices in pursuanoe of 
tholl' small dehts jurisdiction; that is to say, the wearing apparel and 

25 bedding, and the tools and implements of trade, of snch tenant or 
dehtor, not exceeding in the whole the value of jive pounc/$ stel·ling. 
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6, From and after the commencement of this Act no personshall 
act as a bailiff to levy any dist·ress for rent, 01' execute any decree of 
the Court of Conscience, or any such decree or order of the divi. 
sional just ices as aforesaid, unless he shall be authorised to act as a 
bailiff by the municipal authority, by a certificate in writing under 5 
the hand of the Lord Mayor, 01' shall be otherwise authorised as 
provided by this Act. It shall be the duty of the municipal 
authorit.y, at least one fortnight before the commencement of this 
Act, and from time to time afterwards as shall be requisite, to 
appoint a sufficient number of fit and proper persons to act as such 10 
bailiffs, subject to the approval of the Local Government Board; and 
it shall be lawfnl for the persons so authorised to act until their 
certificates be withdrawn or snspeuded as provided by this Act. 

7. It shan be lawful for the municipal authority at any time to 
withdmw 01' suspend such certificate at their discretion. So long as 15 
same shall remain in force they may pay to the person thereby 
appointed an annnal sum or salary not exceeding five poW/ids a 
year, to be paid quarterly upon a certificate of the satisfactory 
performance of his duties, to he given by such person and in such 
manner as shall be prescribed by rules made uuder this Act. 20 

N.m~~. &c. 8. The name aud place of abode of every bailiff so appointed, or 
~ :~:d whose certificate shall be withdrawn 01' suspended, shall be pub. 
~nd Ii,,, pub. lished immediately after the date of such appointment, or withdrawal . 
!~~~~~1~. or suspension of his certificate, in some newspaper or newspapers 

published within the city, and in such other manner as shall be 25 
prescribed by rules made under this Act, and a list of the bailiffs 
for the time being shan be at an times posted and kept open for 
public inspection in the Town Hall, the Court of Conscience, the 
courts of the divisional justices, and otherwise as shall be prescrihed 
by rules made under this Act. 30 

Public ,Ulr. 9, The municipal authority shall provide aud maintain on any site 
~i~:tb~~h. helonging to them within the city a fit and proper place or places 
municipal in which all goods seized under distress or executions to which this 
authOrity. Act applies shall he kept and preserved pending sale or redemption, 

and they shall also provide, when such shall he requisite, means of 35 
conveying goods thereto. Such goods shall be sold at such times 
and after such notice as shall bc prescribed by rules made under 
this Act, and at any time before sale shall be re-delivered to the 
owner on payment of the amount for which same were seized, 
and the charges accrued in l'elation to same. Goods whilst in the 4,1) 
cbarge or possession of the municipal authority shall be deemed. 
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as regards them, in lawful custody: Provided that in case of a claim A.D. 1868. 

by a third party as to the ownership of such goods, they may refuse to 
receive them, or may ,.,,-deliver same to the dehtol' 01' claimant, except 
such security be giveu by the person on whose behalf the seizme 

5 has heen made, against loss to such claimant, as to the municipal 
authority. shall seem sufficient or as shall be prescribed by rules 
under this Act. Save as aforesaid, this Act shall not affect or limit 
the remedies which any person might have had if this Act had not 
passed. 

10 10. The municipal authority may charge in respect of the stor- Stongo 
age, keeping, conveyanoe, or in respect of the sale of such goods charges to 

such sums as shall be prescribed by rules from tinle to tWe made~:r~e~~; 
nnder this Act. 'rhe fees payable in respect of seizures within rul., undcr 
this Act shall be prescribed in like manner, and the rules shall thIB Act. 

15 provide for the due publication and notification of schedules of 
such charges and fees as aforesaid. 

n. If any bailiff under this Act, or person assisting him, shall B.iliff, 
t t 'ty f th thi if guilty 01 ex or any money or seeurl or money, or 0 er ng, or any extortion or 

person not being authorised as provided by this Act shall act as a ncting 
20 hailiff in cas~s within this A~t, such person so offen~g shall be :~:~~~;y 

guilty of a IDlsdemeanor, pumshable by fine not exceeding tWimty guiltyofmis· 
pounds, 01' imprisonment not exceeding twelve calmulat, months, ~;~~;o.; 
with 01' without hard labour; or such person may be 'pl'Oceeded summnrily 
against su=arily, and upon conviction shall he punishable by fine denl' with. 

25 not exceeding teu pounds, 01' inlprisonment not exceeding six 
cale1!dar nwntll., with or without haI.'d labour. 

12. If any such bailiff, or person assisting hinl, shall offend Su~n~ .. ·! 
against any of the provisions of this Act, or shall be guilty of any J~r~~t':,t'o~ 
misconduct or illegality in case of any distress or execution within cases. 

30 this Act, other than in the last preceding section mentioned, the 
person aggrieved may proceed summarily against such offender, 
who on conviction shall be punishable by fine llOt exceeding te" 
poun¢s, 01' imprisonment not exceeding th1-ee calend(M' montlts, 
with or without hard labom', and the court may order a return of 

35 the goods on such terms as may appeal' just, and may order com­
pensation, not exceeding ten pounds, to be made to the person 
aggrieved. In any case within this or the preceding section the 
comt may order the certificate of the offender to be withdrawn 01' 

suspended, and such order shall be transmitted to the !llunicipal 
40 authority. 
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13. Summary proceedings under this Act shall ho regulated as 
in cases of summary jurisdiction under the Acts regulating the 
courts of tho divisional justices in Dublin, and subject to the like 
appeal, and shall be in addition to and not in substitution for any 
remedies existing before tbis Act. 5 

14. N otbing in this Act shall prevent the employment of memo 
bel'S of the Dublin Metropolitan Police Force in executing decrees 
of the divisional justices, or in any other cases coming witbin this 
Act, in pursuance of any rules made under tbis Act and subject to 
the approval of the Ohief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant making 10 
provision for such employment. 

15. The expenses of the municipal authority in the carrying out 
of tbis Act shall be defrayed in the same manner and out of thc 
same funds as if they were expenses of the same authority under 
the Public Health Act, 1878, and the Acts amending same. 15 

16. The municip:>J authority, 'by and with the assistance of the 
Recorder of Dublin, and subject to the approval of the Lord 
Ohancellor of Ireland, shall from time to time make rules for 
better carrying out the provisions of tbis Act and regulating the 
charges and fees payable in pursuance thereof ; and such rules 20 
may be revised, varied, and altered by the same authority from 
time to time as occasion may require. 
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