
REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE BILL. 

CONFERENCE 

ON THE 

REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS 
IN· IRELAND. 

LETTER FROM MR. SPEA.KER TO THE PRIME MINISTER. 

Presented to Pa"liament by Command, o{ His Majesty. 

LO NDON, 
PUBLISlIED BY HIS MAJES'l'Y'~ STATIONERY OFIIICE. 

-
'f a be purcbase.d through a.ny Bookseller or directly from 

H.M. STATIONERY OYFICE at the following, u.dd~~es : . 
IltlP£RIA[, H OUSE, KU,CSWAY, LON'DON, W.O. 2, ~nd 28, AnI"',GDON Snu~R'r' CLONDO.~,. S.\V.l: 

37 P h"l'ER STREET, lliNOHESTER j 1, ST. ANDREW S CRESCI!~T. ARDIH, 
, 23 }c'ORTH STREET, EDI NBURGH; 

or from' E. PONSONBY. LTD., 11 6, GRAFl'ON STREET, D UBJ.lN . 

1918. 
[Cd. 8919] Price 1d. net. 



Redistribution of Seats in Ireland. 

Speaker 's House, 
S.W.1. 

Hlth. J anuary, 1918. 

Dear Prime Minister , 
On the 7th December, 1917, in the COUl'se of the Debate on the Representation 

of the People Bill, the Chancellor of the Exchequer announced in the House of 
Commons that an agreement had been arrived at , relating to the proposal for a 
~edistribution of seats in Ireland, in the following terms:-
, ' . ,,' A conference to be set up to consider the redistribution of seats in Ireland, 

it being understood that all parts of the country shall have equitable representa­
tion, having regard to population. The conference to consist of two members 
to be nominated by the hon. and learned gentl eman oppos ite on the one hand, 
and two members to be nominated by my hon. friend (Sir J. Lonsdale), together 
with Mr. Speaker, who is to preside and have 11. casting vote. The decislOn of 
the conference to be embodied in a new Bill. This is to pass flS an agreed Bill, 
and to be submitted for the Royal Assent at the same t ime as the Franchise Bill. 
On the above terms the Schedule dealing with redi stribnt ion in the present Bill 
will be withdi:awn." 

In accordance with this agreement Mr. J. J. Clancy, M.P., and Mr, J. 
M;acVeagh, M.P., as representing tne Na;tionalist party, and Mr. D. S. Henry, K.C., 
,M,P ., and Mr. W, Coote, M.P ., as representing the Unionist party in Ir61an<l, were 
nominated to confer under my chairmanship, and during t he adjolll'llment of the 
House of Commons, and subsequently, we have met and discussed the points at issue. 

At my invitation Mr. Vl, T, J erred, C.B., was kind enough to act as Secretary to 
the Conference, and I am much indebted to him for h is "ssistance. 

1. It was agreed that as few alterations as possible should be made in existing 
constituencies. . 

2." It was agreed that the Queen's University (Belfast) and the National 
University (Dublin) shall each be represented by one Member . 

3. It was agreed that the Parliamentary Borough of Waterford shall continue 
to return one Member; that the Parli'amentary County of Waterford shall return 
one Member only; and that the contents of the B(H'ough and County respectively 
~hall be as shown in the Annexe to this letter. 

4. It was proposed by the Nationalist repr esentatives that a system of 
ProportIOnal RepresentatIOn should be adopted for the Parliamentary Boroughs or 
Dublin and Belfast, but as this was not agreed to by the other side, and I felt myself 
m all the Circumstances precluded f rom giving a casting vote in favow of any 
scheme for the purpose, the ma.tter dropped. 

5. The question of the rel?resentation and divisions of the Parliamentary 
Borough of Belfast and the Parliamentary Counties of Down, Fermanagh, London­
derry, and Tyrone, as well as the boundaries of the Rathmines Division of the 
County of Dublin, was warmly contested on both sides. Val'ious schemes were pro-. 
pcsed for solving the difficnlties inherent in the framing of a comprehensive plan 
for deali,?-g with these areas.. These schemes were all opposed by one ~·r ,other of the 
two partIes, One proposal was that the boundaries of four of the D,VISIOns of tho 
County of Down shonld be,altered, and that as regards the other areas mentioned in 
thIS .parll!\raph the determmatlons of the Boundary Commissioners (Ireland), as set 
out III theIr Report (Cd. 8830) , should ;not be varied. This proposal was objected to 
by the UI11~mst r~presentatlv"", but as It appeared to me that it presented the feIVest 
practIcal dIfficultIes and aVOIded certam anomalies which would be created by eaoh 
of the other sChemes, I gave my casting vote in its favour. The variations to be 
made in the boundaTies of these Divisions are set out in the Annexe. 

6. !he NatIOnalist representative~ 'desired tc enter a caveat against the l'0ssib~ 
assunlp ,Ion that they agreed to the dIsfranchIsement of any existing constItuency, 
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but, subjeet to this, it was agreed by both parties that, save as aforesaid, the 
determmatlOns of the Boundary Commissioners, as set out in their Report, should 
.• tand. . 

7. It was proposed on behalf of the Nationalist party that a system of 
Proportional RepTesentation should be introdueed for all towns having a popula­
tion of 10,000 and upwards for mlmieipal purposes only. I found myself obliged 
to rule out this proposal as being beyond the purview of the Conferenee, but the 
Nationalist representatives desir,ed that it should be placed on ,·ecord. 

It will of course be understood that in view of the decisions above mentioned 
the representation proposed to be.gi~en to the ~ueen's University (Belfast) and the 
National Umvers, ty (Dubhn) w,ll mvolve an merease of two members m the total 
representation of Ireland in the House of Commons. 

Yours truly, 

JAMES W. LOWTHER. 

To the Right Hon. the Prime Minister. 

P.T.D. 
[172] 'J 
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ANNEXE. 

PARLIAMENTARY BOROUGH OF WATERFORD. 

CONTENTS. 

The County Borough of Waterford; and the part. of the Waterford NO.1 
Rural District which consIsts of the Dlstn ct Electoral DIVIsIOns of 
BaJlynakiJI, Kilbarry, Killoteran, and Waterford Rura l. 

PARLIAMENTARY COUNTY OF WATERFORD. 

CONTENTS. 

The Administrative County of Waterford exclusive of the part thereof com­
prised in the Parliamentary Borough of Waterford. 

PARLIAMENTARY COUNTY OF DOWN. 
_. _ _ ._----

Divisions as determined by the Boundary 
Commissioner3. 

XI~mes and contents of Divisions. Name.!; aoel (:outon t :!.: o f lIivis iullS. (OeIJsus) I
PO!'U)" 'iO"/­
(Oflll~U8) 

1911. - ------------- ---,--- - i
POP,,",Ii» ' 

. HlU. 

The EA.S'! DOWN DI VISION- consisting of 
the Rural District of Downpa.trick 

; , 
i . , 

The MID Dowx DrvrsloN- consisting of. 
the Rural Districts of Castlereagh and 
Hillsborough; the paTt of the Rural 
District of Newtownnrds which cOllsists 
of the District Electoral Divh:;ions of 
Ballygowllon, Ballywaglll.ff, Kilmoocl, 
:Moneyreagh, noll' 'l 'ullyna.kill; and the 
Uroon District of Holy wood ., 

The NOl~TH D OWN DIVIslON- consisting of 
the part of the Rural District of New­
townards which · is not iucluded in the 
Mid D\)wn JJivision, and t.h" Urba~ 
Districts of Bangor, Donaghadee, and 
Newtownal'ds . . . . . . 

'l'he SOlJTH DOWN DIVlSION-eOll$isting of 
the Rural Districts of Kilkeel and 
Newry No. I, and the Urban. Distncts of 
Newcastle, Newry, a.nd Warrenpoint ., 

The WES'f DOWN DIVISlOx - consisting of 
the. Unral Districts of Banbridge and 

. MOlIn, and the Urban Districts of 
Banhriage and Dl'omore . 

39,196 

84,942 

38,713 

46,521 

The BAS'l' Dow.!'.' IIn' Is l(I!\-colIsistillg of 
the Ruml Uist.riet, of Down patrick, ex­
clusivo or d IU Distl"icl, m edoral Divisious 
of Bnllyuahinch , K illtlnrc, :md ' ,eggy­
go wan ; the plll' t of tile Rltral District or 
Kilkeel which cons ist."l of the Distt'ict 
Electoml Divi ::;iom; of I.kyansfol'd, 
Ji'ofnuuy, and MlIgltcr:...: nutl the part of 
the l'tural Disl r ict of Bo.nbridge which 
consi~ts of the m :strict. EI~ctoral Divisions 
of Ballyward, em~sgal', a.nd Leitrim . , 

'I'he MID DOWN IJln.i lo:-i-cunsisting of 
tb~ Rura.l Dist.ricts of Ct\Stlererlgh 8.11(1 
Hillsborough; tho p:tl·t of tho Rural 
District of KewtllwlIll.rds which consists 
of the Di::itrict ~Iec!ol'al Divi:;;iolls of 
BalIygowo.ll, BallymaglafJ, KilmooJl, 
~l oneyr~8gh, nlld 'l'ullynakill; t he }X\lt 
of the H.llnl District of Oownpatrick 
which consists of the Di~Lr ict Electoral 
Divisions of H:d lynah in('h, Kilmore,. and 
Leggygowa.n; fiud the Urban District of I 
Holywcod ., .. .. .. , 

The Nom:H DOWN J)lVISIOX-COllsisting of 
t he pal·t. of tho H.u ra.1 Distl'ict of N(;!w­
townards whic h is not incluued in the 
Mid Dowo Div1!::;ion, a.nd the Urban 
Districts of Hangor, Donaghadce, and 
Newtownal'ds ., .. 

. 0 

The SOUTH DOWN DIVISIoN-consisting of 
the Rural District of Newry No.1; the 
part of the Rurn.l District of Kilkee1 
which is not included in the East Down 
Division j and the Urban Districts of 
Newcastle, Newry, and Warrenpoint . ' I 

The WEST DOWN DIVlsloN--consL.:;ting of I 
the Rural Di~trict of Moira ; the part. of I 
the Rural District of Banbridge wlllch 
is not included in t he EasL Down Divi­
sion ; and the Urban Di!:>tricts of I 
Banbridge and Dromore . . . . 

39,9!! 

40,284 

38,ns. 

43,518 


