Asylums Officers’ Superannuation Bill.

MEMORANDUM.

The TLamacy Act, 1890, gives discretionary power to the
visiting committee ol each county and borough asylum in
England and Wales to grant to any officer or
employ “who is incapacitated by confirmed

e

servant in their
illness, age, or
infirmity, or who has been an officer or servant in the asylum
* for not less than 15 years, and is not less than 50 years old,
“ such superannuation allowanee as the committee think fit”
(section 280). The superannuation allowance must not exceed
two-thivds of salwy and value of emoluments. It is further
provided that serviee in several asylums of the same local
authority shall be aggregated in computing pension (section
282). This Act extends only to asylums in England and Wales.
No contribution towards pension is rvequired from officers or
servants.

In Scotland no statutory provision exists for granting super-
annuation allowances to officers or servants of district asylums.

In I[reland provision is made by 53 & 54 Viet. e. 81, and
61 & 62 Viet. c. 37, sections 84, 109, and 118, and schedule VI.,
part V. lor discretionary powers to committees of management,
“if they think fit to do so but not otherwise” to grant super-
anmuation allowanees to their officers and servants not less than
50 years of age after 15 years’ sevvice.

The object of this Bill is to substitute for discretionary power
on the part of managers or authorities of asylums to grant pensions,
the obligation to grant superannuation allowances to their officers
and servants on fixed scales (differing, however, in relation to the
nature of the employment involving more or less intimate associa-
tion with the insane) after definite periods of approved service,
and ‘to provide for contributions from the officers and servants
in aid thereof, as is the practice in the poor law service, the
police and some other hranches of the public service.
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A

B 1 L L

TO

Provide for Superannuation. Allowances to Officers and A.D. 1999,
Nervants employed in Public Asvlums for the Insane —
in Great Dritaim and Treland ; and to make other relative
Provisions,

TDE it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and

with the adviee and consent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled,
and by the authority of the same, as follows :—

SUPERANNUATION.

=]

1. For the purposes of this Act and subject to the pro- Division of
visions thereof the officers and  servants employed by the 23‘;:{:—:';;‘?"}20
managers or authorvities of every asylum shall he divided into ¢lysses,
two classes. The fivst class shall consist of all those officers and
10 servants who have the care or charge of the patients in the
usual course of their employment or who in the course of their
usual employment. may be hrought into frequent contact with
the patients or hold vesponsible positions in conneetion with the
administration of the asylum. The second elass shall consist of
15 all those officers and scervants (other than workmen paid trades
union wages) the course of whose usual employment does not
Iring them into frequent contact with or give them the charge
or care of the patients or any of them. Any dispute arising
under this section to he decided as provided hy section twelve
20 of this Act.

2.—(1) Any officer or servant of the fivst class who has Title of offi-
been in the service of an asylum or asylums for not less than if;"‘tsoe;;‘l‘)’;f“,
fifteen years, and is not less than fifty years old, or who is per- annuation
manently incapacitated for asylum duties after ten years’ service
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9 Asylnins Officers’ Superaninution. L) Epw. 7.

by injury or illness, mental or otherwise, shall be entitled on
resigning or otherwise ceasing to hold office or employment to
veceive during life out of funds applicable to the maintenance
of the asylum or asylums a superannuation allowance, the anmual
amount of which shall be computed at the vate of owe fiftieth
of his annual salary or wages and cmoluments at the time of
retirvement for each year of service.

(2) Any officer or servant of the seeond class who has heen
in the serviee of an asylum or asylums for not less than twenty
years and is not less than sixty years old, or who is permanently
incapacitated from asylum duties after ten yews’ serviee by
injury or illness shall be entitled on rvesigning ov otherwise
ceasing to hold officc or employment to reeeive duwring life out
of funds applicable to the maintenance of the asylum or asylums
a superannuation allowance the annual amount of which shall
be computed at the vate of owe sivtielh of his ammual salary or
wages and emoluments at the time of vetivement for cach year
of service.

The managers or authoritics of any asylam may, in
computing the amount of superannuation allowance to any
officer or servant, take into account any peculiar professional
qualifications or serviees or special circumstances  entitling to
consideration and add a number of years not cxceeding ten to
the number of years which the officer or servant has actually
served in the aggregate :

Provided in all cases to which this section refers that a
superannuation allowance shall not in any ecase exceed {fieo
thirds of the salary or wages, with value of emoluments, if any,
payable to the superannuated person at the date of his
superannuation.

3. An officer or servant who is dismissed or otherwise
ceases to hold office in consequence of any offence of a fraudulent
character or of grave misconduct shall forfeit all claim to any
superannuation allowance under this Act in  respeet of his
previous service, provided that in the case of any such officer
or servant the asylum managers or authority may, if they see fit,
return a sum equal to the amount of all or part of his
aggregate contributions under this Act.

4. All services by an officer or servant in an asylum shall
be aggregated and reckoned for the purposes of this Act, whether
the services have been continuous or not, and whether his whole
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[9 Epbw. 7.] Asylums Officers’ Superannuation. 3

time has been devoted to the services or not, and whether they A.D. 1909,
have been rendered at one or more asylums to which this Aect
applies.

5. When a person in receipt of superannuation allowanece or Case of sal-
pension under this Act is appointed to any office or employment =equent ap-
by any authority to which this Act applies, such allowance shall EELRNGIG
cease to be paid so long as he continues to hold such office or
employment il' the salary or wages and emoluments thereof are
cqual to or in exeess of such allowance, il they ave not, then
only so much of such allowance shall be paid so long as he
holds such employment as will make up the deficiency. Any
such person on ceasing to hold such office or employment shall
be entitled to revert to and reecive the full amount of his original
superannuation allowance from the authovity whieh granted it.

6. In the event of any officer or servant of an asylum being Guse of
incapacitated Tor further serviee by accident, injury, or confirmed injury or ill-
illness (bodily or mental) clearly attributable to the duties of his "<
cmployment, the managers or authority of the asylum may grant
such superannuation allowance as under the eciveumstances may
appear fitting independently of length of service,

7. An officer or servant who has not become entitled to a Rty of
superannuation allowance, and who loses his office or employ- contributions
ment by veason of reduction of staff, or of any alteration due to ﬂ:‘iﬂm'r
the action of the asylum authority, and not owing to his own g"l'fs“.ities.
default, shall he entitled to receive on retirement the aggregate o ™ €
amount of his contributions to the fund or funds trom which the
superannuation allowances arve to be paid, together with interest
incident thereon at fwo and « half per cent. per annum. In -
other events the contributions will not bé retwmed, except in the
case of female officers or nuwrses leaving to be mamied after at
least five years’ satisfactory serviee, on the production of the
marriage certificate.

CONTRIBUTION.,

8. Subject to the provisions of this Act, every officer and Obligation
servant in the service or employment of the managers or autho- of officers
rities of an asylum in the United Kingdom shall contribute ::i;::;;mts
annually, for the purpose of this ‘Act, a percentage amount of bute.
his salary or wages and emoluments, according to the scale laid

‘down in this Aect, such amount to be from time to time deducted

40 from the salary or wages payable to him and to be carried to
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and to form pavt of the fund from which the superanuuation
allowances are to he paid.

9. The percentage amounts to be deducted annually for the
purposes of this Act shall he as Tollows (that is to say):

Tn the ease of officers and servants with less than five years’
service at the passing of this Act, or appointed after the
passing of this Aet, fieo per eenl. ol his salary or wages
and emoluments for each year;

In the case of officers and servants with more than five
and less than fifteen years’ service at the passing of this
Aet, tiwo aud o helf per cenl. of the salary or wages
and emoluments for each year;

In the case of officers and servants with more than fifteen
years’ service at the passing of this Act, lhree per ceut.
of the salary or wages and emoluments for cach year.

MISCELLANEOQUS.

10. When an officer or servant in class one has attained the
age of fifty-five years, an officer or servant in class two has
attained the age of sixty, and the asylum managers or anthority
are of opinion that his rvetivement would De expedient in the
interests of the serviee, it shall he competent for them to require
him to retire upon payment to him of the superanmuation allow-
ance to which he may be entitled under this Act.

11. Tt shall be competent for the asylum managers or
authority to vote at their discretion a gratuily to the widow or
orphans, or any near dependant relative of an officer or sevvant
dying while in the service of the asylum at an age at which
he would otherwise have been entitled to o superannuation
allowance, such gratuity to he chargeable against the funds out
of which the asylum is maintained.

12. In any case of dismissal of an officer or servant of
more than ten years’ serviee, such officer or servant shall have a
right of appeal to the Commissioners in Tunacy or other
cop-esponding central authority, and in the case of any dispute
arising as to the administration of this Act, such dispute shall
he referred to the said Commissioners or authority, and their
decision thereupon shall be final.

13. In this. Aect, if not .inconsistent with the context,
“asylum ” means (1) an asylum for lunatics provided by a county
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[9 Epw. 7.] Asylwmns Officers’ Superanunation. 5

or borough, or by a wnion of counties or horoughs; (2) a Metro- A.D. 1909,
politan Asylums Board asylum for imbeciles; and (3) n distriet -
asylum in Scotland and Ireland,  * Officers or servant ” includis
any superintendent, medical ofticer, chaplain, clerk, steward,

5 matron, and any other oflicer, servant, or employee of the asylum,

14. The cnactments specified in the schedule to this Act
are hereby repealed, subjeef, fo this qualification, that this repeal
shall not affeet the payment of any superannuation allowance
granted hefore the commeneement of this Aet, nor any other

10 right or lability acquived or acerued in vespeet of schemos or
expeetations ol such allowanees definitely entered into (hetween
the parvties), nor anything duly done or suffered hefore the
commencement ol this Aect.

Repeals,

15. This Act extends to Great Britain and Iveland. Extenr of
Act,
15 16. This Ael may be cited as the Asylums Officers’ Super- Short title
annuation Act, 1900, and shall eome into operation from and ;tl::."ill“:":!‘(-‘tl 3
immediately after the thirty-first day of Mareh nineleen huidred of Aet.

and ten.

SCHEDU LE.

20 hﬁﬁl:;b;jd Title or Short Title. } Extent of Repeal,

19 & 20 Viet.| The Lunatic Asylums Superan-  Thoe whole Ack so far as un-

. 99, nuations (Ireland) Act, 1856. repeasled.
30 & 31 Viet.! The Lunncy (Irelund) Act, 1867 - Section cigh-t.
25 el18 |
53 Viet., e. 5. | Lunacy Act, 1890 - - Seetions  two  hundred and

aighty, two hundreldl and
cighiy-one, and two hundred
and eighty-two.

30 53 & 54 Viet.| The Paupers' Lunatic Asylums - Seetion three.
e 31, (Ireland) Supernnnnation Act,
| 1890, ' !
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