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.. 

WARRANT APPOINTING THE COMMISSION. 

By the Lord Lieutenant-Geneml o,nd General Governor of Irelanu . 

ABFlRDEEN-
Whereas W e have deemeu it eXlJcdient lillat Il. Commission should iss,lIe 

forthwith to investigate the circumstances of the loss of the Regalia of the 
Order of Saint Patrick a.nd to inquire whether Sir Arthur Vicari:3 cxcl'cil'ied 
due vigilance and proper care as the custodia,n thereof. 

Now We, J ohn Campbell, g arl of Abel'deen, Lorel Lieutenant-Gellel'"l 
and General Governor of Ireland, nomlliatc, constitute and appoint you, I:li~ 
H onor James Johnston Shaw, Robert Fitzwil1iam Rtal'kiu, Esqnire, and Chester 
Jones, Esquire, to be Commissioners for the purposes of the said Inquiry: 

We do by these pl'esent.q R.uthorise and empower you to inqwre of and 
concerniug the premises, i:\nd to examine witnesse:-;, and call for and exmii.ille 
all such books and documents as YOll .I,nn judge likely t,o "ITul'cl yun th" 
fullest information, and to report to U:S what yon shall find touching and 
concerning . the pre~ises. . 

. . .. ... . 

GivO'n at His Majesty's Castle in Dllhl;n, t,his otll day 
of .J nmlUl'J, 1008, 

By Hi:; Excellency's Comman d. 

.J. U. DO UGHl£R'l'Y . 



REPORT . 

'1'O HIS EXOELLENOY 'rHE LORD LIEU'l'ENANT-GENERAL .A..t'fD 

GENER,AL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

MAY 1'1' l")I~EASEl YOUR EXCELT,'ENOY : 

1Ve, the uudel'sigued, were, by !our Excellency's \Yarl'ant. bearing date 
the 6th day ~E Jau~a.ry, 1908, appomtecl Commissioners to inquire into and 
!:epor~ Up~ll . 1 the cl1'c~ms~ances of the:l ~oss of the ,Regalia of the Order of 

St. PatrlCk and to mqmre whether t>u' Al'thUl' VlCal'S exercised due vigi
H lance and proper care as the cllstodian thel'eof.lI 

And we now beg to repol't to YOlll' Excellency as fonows ;_ 

. 1. We held ·our first meeting on the 10th January, 1908, at the Office 
o! Arms, Dublm Oastle. 'l'h e Right HOll. J . H. Oampbell, K.O., M.P., and 
Mr. 'l'imothy M. Healy, K.O., 'M.P. (instructed by Messrs . W . R. Meredith 
and SOl1, Solicitors), appenl'ecl uS Coullsol on behalf of Si1' Arthur Yicars ' the 
Solicitor-General for Ireland, Mr. Redmond Barry, K.G., M.P. (instruct~d bv 
Mr. Malachi Kelly, Ohiet O,'own Solicitor), appeared OD behalf of the Go,-ern
ment. 

~ . .At the outset of on1' proceedings 1\11'. J. H. Oampbell, as counsel for 
Sir Arlihnl' Vicars, asked 11S whetbel' the Inquiry was to be public or private. 
We informed him that we were prepared to hear any application he bad to 
make on that point, and to consider it carefully. He then pl'oceeded to app1y 
that, the Inquiry might be held in public. As most of his arguments were 
based upon the terms of the reference ill Your Excellency's Warrant, fmd 
upon the absence of any power in your Oommissioners to compel the atten
dance of witnesses or to examine them upon oath, 'we pointed out that these 
objections applied to any Inquiry at all under Your Excellency's Warrant, 
whether public or private. Mr. Oampbell then declared that under DO cir
CUlllstances could Sir Arthur Vicars or his counsel take any part in an Inquiry 
held under Your Excellency's ' Varrant, and withdrew his application for a 
public Inquiry. Sir Arthur Vical's and his counsel then withdrew, and we 
llave had no assistance from them in onr Inquiry. We had the ach'antage, 
howl!lvel', of the written st·a.temeuts made by Sir Al'tilUl' Vicars to the police 
und of the oral sta.tements made l)y him at val'ious times to the police and 
other witnesses oxamined before us. 

3. On the withdrawal of Sir Arthw'Vicar. we adjourned t ill the next 
morniug. in order that we might consider, a.nd give t,he Government time to 
consider, the aif'luation that had thus nrisen. 'Ve were disposed to think 
that no useful purpose could be served by t he prosecution of the Inquiry 
after the withdrawal of Sir .Arth ur Vica.rs, who. as the responsible custodian 
of the J ewels, was the person mainly interested in the result of the Inquiry; 
and in view of the fact that the Government were probably already 
in possession of all the informa.tion which our Inquiry was likely. under 
the circumstanooR, to elicit. But when the Solicitm··General, on behalf 
of tbe Go\'ernment~ asked us to hea.r the evidence relevant, to our Inqniry 
which he was in a position to offer, and assured us he was in possession of 
important evidence on both branches of our Inquil'Y, we felt that we could 
not l'efmiO to receive and record the evidence thU!; t.endered, and that 'We 

must leave the responsibility fOt, a.ny defi ciencies in t.he evidence- before 11S on 
those who refused t,o t,ltke part ill our proceedings. 



.J., 'Vu touk l'vidl! II CIJ 1) 11 li\'u da.r:::) JalltJ<l1' r l Ull, l::'ith, l -I,t,h, It>L1t, atlll 
16th aud UlIl'iw r tllHt t imo t li t'I 'u ""orc uxami;led uefo l'c us tn' Ell'y pel'SOll 

, 0 c.i ' A 1 emr,loyed in tho Office of ..Arms tlUl'jug t i le year 1907, except 1:)11' l't 1111' 
Vieal's h imself ; MI'. B orlock, his Clerk; anel Miss Gibbon, the 'J'ypist. We 
~ll.t in the Liurary of the Office of Artus WliUl'O the safe contn,]lling tllt:) lUl'lt, 
jewels sto0t1 nt tllc time of tho l'olJuur y, and 'wo 111M] :1. f ull oppol'hlllity of 
iuspecting, on tho Rpot, all the <l..l'rn,llgumcnts uf t.ile Office. ,Yo ;1,hill 
llxamined overy Police OffiC01' who had becu engaged in the invost igntioll of 
the Cil'CmDl'1trmcos nt tencliug the l'obuul'Y, antl ccrta,in exports ill the C01 I
stl'llction and 11SI:) of safes fl,nd safe-lueks, who gave us valuable illfol'HUttiolJ, 
'\\TO havu t itus been a.ble to asclll'tain uvery nmtcl'ia.l eil'ClU1t8taneo eOllllcctml 
with the loss of t,l to ( ll'llWn J eweb, lionel wo propuse Lv givo You r Ji;xcu]leney, 
iu tho fil'st plael', fl., shor t. state monti of tl tu facts which apll l'ul' tu II :::; ('n be the 
most important ill relation t o (',be snhjl'cL of Otll' IlhlUiJ'Y' 

G. f:)il' Al'tlJUl' Vical's wus appoilltcLl Ul ster Ki llg' of Al'lll H .ill J~'ul)l'ulU'Y, 
1803, At. t hat time the Offico of A1'11l S WitS i ll tlt e Hel' lUiugli n.m TU\ver, but, 
in 190;) it was removed to the build ing now occupied ill {,ile Upper Castle 
Ya.ru , frhe duties of Ulster K ing of ArlUs in l'eht.tion to tIte cllstody of 
the Crown J ewels anel of the other Insignia of tllC Order of 8t. P"trick m·e 
defined ill the I·oviseel statutes of (,]w Order , ,btutl 2Uth .lnly, 1()U5 . By 
Statute 27, UJstel' King O'f Arms " shnll lmve tho custod'y uf tho 
jewe.lled Insignia, of t he Gl'aml 1\f;t f'tP. l' ," By Statntc ]~, II the jewolled 
Ins ignia of th o G l'and Mastel' wh ich a l'C U1'O\\"l1 J o\\"ols 81m11 
be ueposited by om' Ulster King of Al'ms in the Ohallcel'), of tilt' Ul'clcl', 
along with t11e other JJt signia, of t he Order ,l) By Statute 37 of t he Ult am.:ol'Y 
of (,he Order" shall be in the Office of Arms in Our Castle of Dublill." Antl 
hy St.ntutc 20 it ifi ol'dailled that th c (Jollars a.nd Badges of the Knigh ts 
Uompaniolls of the Order which nr c ill the cn8toay of Ulster Kiug of Arllls, 
H sllaH 1>0 clc]losllctl for ~<lfe keeping i ll iL ~tecl ..;t.tfu ill the Strong' R uum i ll t ho 
C1mnc€l',Y of. t.lto Uritl'!' ill I,he Ollit'n 01: .Al'm:-:; ill I t'('lalHl." ('I'lte pal't.il:llla l' 
:::Hatlltcs hel'e (jllulcd al'£' se t Ul li, ill .,\ ppcnllix It) 

It, .At, Llw fit t ing up of. the 1lew OfficL) of Arms in 1903 a StrrJl tg Room 
1',,- 1'1.8 built by the B oard uf '\;Vorks accord ing to plans ap}Jroverl by Sir al'tl tUl ' 
ViCB1'S, Sir GCOl'ge H olmes, the Cha il'mall of t,he Board of "\Vurkri, infurmed 
llS that, at the: time the p] aus for thi.,; Strong' Room wer t:! prepared , 110 wa~ 
not tolel by Sir Alihul" Vicar", 110r ,li,l he know, (,hat the safe ill which th" 
Crown .Tewels allll oth or Insig n ia '"ero kept" wa ::; to h o placed in t ht) Strong' 
Hoom, After t Ilt:) 8tl'ong ]loom was cOlllplet(lt1 it Wi.1"; fomu! that tho safe 
{;ould nut ue got in lty tl1t.l llOlll ', ,V hl'lI Kil' U COl 'gt1 I-I (J l mc~' attclti JOIl wa.,; 
calleu to this, lw offet'cil to place t;110 sn[e in t.he St.i'uug' R oom either hy 
ul'caking UOWlI l Ht.l't of tlll' ,,·all rt.ntl l'u p hll i1dillg' iI' Qt' I1Y tempol'fI,I' ily ,'olt)ov iug 
the iron bal's uE tIll:' w indow. fi il' Artlinl'Vie;n'.,; did nntaccC'pt1;1tis u1fe l' IIl1 th e 
gl'ouml thut the sa fu woulLl OCCll P 'y LUll much tluor ~pnce ill t.bo ~tl'tlH g- HOUln, 
,Iwl ~Hid tlln t; Hlll e:-:;-; lu:.' gol, a IS lllallt' l' :ink, It e would rll'del' it t,o I'C lI laill (J Utsi ti l', 
It was nltillln.tclv ;lI'l'H1t lfct1 t'hat the Kafu shoulll l'elll:~ill ill lihe L itll'il l'" l111 t,il it . ~ . 
Wil S want.ed fol' Kl)ltIC ut,her ufficl.') w IH'H Si1' U OO l'g(~ lJol ll 1(,K pl'I.lluiscd t,o pl'tJvid ,:' 
n. Hew safe which could Le placed l it Lho S tl'OllJ,{ JtoulH, According t.o 1,ho 
cviu.once of Sit' George R oh.u.cs tltis n.rrn.nglltncllt was IWiluicsl~ell in by Hit, 
Arthut' Vicars, a.nd so ma,ttel'S 1'0luaillCd dmrn to tIte datu of t he disnpPl'a,l':m,ce 
uf the .Je,';'els. :::lit' George Hol l1'\e~ told us thn,t llis attent.ion was ]lever cn,llel1 
b.y Sir Arthur Vicars, or anybotly else, after J'uly, 1\)0::;, to the r equirements 
of Statutes 12 and 20, that the Crown J owels and other Insignia of t.ho 
Order of St. Patrick" shall be elepoBit.eel for safe keeping in " s(,eel safe in tho 
Strong Room," It is certain that this r equirement of the S tnt,ntes was ne,'er 
complied with and that from th e 41ntc of en k l'ing upon the new offi ce in ] nO:1 
until tl16 unto ot th e d.isappC81'anCO uf the .J ewels, the safe was kept" not ill 
thE\ Strong Room, but, in the I,iln·u l·Y. 

. 7. The Office of Arms is entered oy an outer door opening into the Upper 
tCastle Yard. 'rhere are two locks on t.1mt door, a latch opened by ·" latcL
key, "nel a large stock·lock wWt a key hole both inside and ontside. The 



:::inck 0/' ll1 fl. inlock wmt noy('1' Inckl,a hy day 01' llig l1t. ~rhe fl oor wn~ shut fl.f; 

ll ig-li t. nlill 011 Rl~11lln.rS and holidays ~)y slipping the holt of the l:\tch, so t hat 
nny ]U!t ':'OIl h~vtng a. latclt~key could enter at any t ime of the day or .night 
", loell t.il o Ottic~ was closed, WIlen the latch was unlocked the dool' ,,'a$ 
opcllc(l hy tUT'lllng a. handJe. There was 110 hell on t he door to ind icate 
·wltl'n it "'a:;\ lleing opened Ol' shut.. '1'11 cl'e were at. least seven latch-kevs 
~'oy t .hi.~ door ont~tand ing . Sir l\rthm' Vica,l's, lb-. Burtchael1, Secl'etm:\-, 
1''11-. ~ ':'. G. ]"(alt011,» U01'k Herald, :Villiam Stivey, the mes:::engel', 
J\ I t';:;. lj :\1'1'ell. tIll' nltirl\ r'-lcn.nel', Detc'cf,n'c K elT. and .John O'KeelTl" , a 
:,Cl'\':III t. fir Ute Hnn.l'il of 'Vork:::. each harl n. latch-b.'L I t was Ht'Ce~S:1l'V 
I . h:t~ ~l ~·s , I":ll'l'ell., ~t:i\'o,r, ~etC'ct.i,\·e 1\:<31'1', .:111(1 O'.h::et-.ffe (wbo li t :lll;l 
ext 111gUtshelI t ho hA'h~ 111 th~ Cl ock .rO'l~~Cl· durlllg the Oastle :.icason) shonltl 
harp ~tcccss to tho Ofhc(' n~ tunC's W ] leU It, was dosed, a.nd perhaps no bette I' 
:lnaltg-elllcnt coulLl convemently have been made. But it is oin-ions that thn 
fad thnt Ute Office \Vas so easily accessible at. an llOnrs and t.hnt soven latch
h 'YR '~' (,l'e g ~ v:eJl out, some of them ill the Im1l(l ~ of pel'SOll:3 of humble station , 
1l1ac1c l t adclItlOnnlly necessary that special provision should he lUrtlle for tho 
~n f(' keeping of t.he Crowll J ewels. Dnring tLe day this out-er door couirl lIt' 

npclll'fl by anybody merely by turuing the handle. There was no on(' on tlu ' 
g'rnnnd tiOO1' hut the messenger Stivey, whose usual seat did not command a 
vi l'\\- of t he clool'. 'l'lIe Llbr~rYl in which the safe containiner the Crown 
.1 1' \\'('1s wa~ kept·, is 1I0t a n ordinary working-room and is not occ~lp i ecl , except 
t.cllq)(ll'fll'ily, by any of the otficin.l~ , 011e door n-f the Library is qnite close to 
t Ito !lll ! ('1' (lool', and is f.:n s itllnted thnt any person might, quiet.ly open the nnter 
11(11)1' nlld Clltl'l' t110 Libl'fl-l-y wit,hout. ntt.racting attention . A secoUll door nf 
t.lle Li hrfll'y opened into t hC' :\Iessengel" s Room and was. usually left open . '1'11(
.Liiwfl.l'y waf; the ,Vaitillg-room or the Offi ceJ aud eyery per~ou who (,311e(1 on 
a. H1:t1'tl'l ' of bllsiness 01' curiosity was shown in there until some of th~ officials 
r-nme clown fl'om t he first floor to attend to him. The Office of A.rms, in 
('o m1ll0n -with all t he other offices in Dublin Castle, was visited ::mn inspectell 
every evening, after all Uw officials had leftJ hy ::L member of the dctectin~ 
force, wli oke lInt.y it was to sec that the offices were safe, but Wl10 hnll no 
;:; pcc'i nl clu l:.y ilt COlllll:.'ction with the custody of the Cl'n wll .Jewel:.:. 

S. 'elle Strong R oom 15 IlJ'flcticall.r all off-sh ootfl'om the :Messengt:'l" s Room 
1n "'hielt Sti\'('5- S:1t wben all Ilut;r except wben he was RelIt on a messagE', 0 1' 

W:lS at IliJ111cl', 01' was callcll npstairs. '1'hero were foul' ke.,~s for the onte-r 
dnal ' of f,lI is Strong Room. Oue was iu possession of Sir .Arthur Vicars, 
St,i~e\' held one, Mr. P. G. Mahou\" one, and one, which had for a short time 
her'll 'i ll possession of l\h. BUl'tchael1, was, at the da.te of the disappearance of 
1 he Jewels, in the ~tl'ong Room in fI, drawer stated to be unlocked. Olos(' 
im;itll' the onter cl oQl' of the Strong Room is a. st rong steel grille which lunst, 
Ilt~ opened hefore access call he bad to the Stl'Ollg Room. One key of t hi ::-. 
grille, which was in Stin>,V's ehal'ge, was constantly in the lock whetltcr t1tl~ 
~ tl'011 (r Room was open 0 1' shut, pxcept; when St.ivey 'went- au a.. message or wns 
at cl i n~el', whell he lockecl the g r ille aJul placed the key of rhe grille in nn nl1-
10('1.:.el1 clrmn'l' in his room, leaving the outer cloor of the Strong Room open . 
~l'hif:i lattC'\· arr[t.Dfrement was made by Sir Arthur Vicars' order. Eyeryofficial 
in thc DOlce kll c\\::-whero the key of the grille was kept in Sti\'cy's absence, ancl 
lw.cl access to it. I t was the custom for Stivey to open the Strong Room 
overy 1l10l'nincr when he came on duty, and to leave both t.he outer door and 
nle gri lle OP~Il until 11e left ill the eveuing, except upon occasions of his 
temp0l'al'Y o.l lsence, when he ma(l e the al'l:angements ",111ch we luwe already 
descl'ibt'll. If he wore merely callEd npst::nl's and t,hel'e was no stranger about·, 
11(' left hath the onter door anel the grille open. 'l'hia Strong Room ought to 
ll a,c contained the. safe in which the Crown ;rewels and other Insignia werp 
kept, hut it dill, a~ ::L matter of fact, contain articles of yery g l'ea.t yulue, includ~ 
iner three cyoltl conal's and bado'es of Kuights COlllpmlious of the Order, two 
f:)t~te l\'[ac~~, tbe Sworc1 of State~ a jewellec1 Sceptre, a Crown, and t wo massive 
Silver Spurs. These were exposed in a. glasR case . There 'Was another gohl 
colinI' in :1. case somewhere eise in the Strong Room (sec Sh' A/'1l~1l1 ' Yica.J'.~· 
1I')'if.t,·1/. sff/te'1n~J/t fo the Polit:l;', July 12'7" 1UUI, AJlllP. ild·i,l' .'1. ) , I t is pl:-t.inly 
cnll tl'ilt'y to Stntn te ~O of tlte Order that these Collnr::; and BnllgC's of the 
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Kuig llts Companiolls should ho k~\pt t'Xposc"Id in a. gloss-coso in tho Strong 
Room. 'l'ho words of the Statute arc eXpl'OSR - u in a steel safo in t,he Strong 
Roorn." 

9. We have thus given a gencI'al description. of tho way in whicll the 
Ollice of Arms was kept, "nd of the provision mwo for the safe keeping of 
tho Crown J'ewe]s and otlwr Insiguin. of the Ol'der of St., Pntl'ick 'We have 
Rtnted HO :facts but those which are cornmOll to all the WiljllCRSCS, and whicll 
are adm ittoil by Sir AJ'tlll l1' VicarR himself in his statcmol ltH to tho police. 
Looking nt thcl:ie facts alono, auu withoul, any re-Eorence t,o the loss of the 
Orown ,Juwels or tho inoide.n ts tha.t accmnpn.njcfl t,ltat lOSR. we ca.nuot arriVB 
at t lLo cODclns iun t hn.t. Si l' Al'thur Vicars ox:erciROtl dno Yigii:mco and proper 
care in t.1w CllKtOlly 01 the J ewels , 'VI;) ao not dwoll npull t ho positive 
breaches of hi, ilnt,y undor St."t.ntc" 12 an,l 20 of t.l'e 01'<101' . ]Jut, apart 
from !lny s[lOeifio dnt,y imposod upon ]}iltl fly tllo ~t,n.t.ntoH, we cannot 
think tl w.t ho Hhowc(l pl'OpOl' ca.l'e ill \ei."l.ving t.he safe containing tlle CrowD 
;rewels in a l'OOJtl whldl was upen to filil l pul ,l ie all ua.y, and W<I.'1 
open all nig ht to t~lIy porson w ho uithol' pOi':il')cs~l.)d , 01' could get, pOI:)E:les~ioJl oE 
one of Hoven Intch-hly r->. ''rVo shoulil Il fLvo thought that in the case or ~rewels 
like t lt o~e, of lllunomw valnl\ and of na,tioual inJpol'tancc, tllu l'cl:iponsiblo 
cm~todian would, :ill~t.(Jan of cH1'l'ying about tho h,'y of t,lie slLf(l in his pocket, 
have uupos itccl it with Ilis bf\.nkel.' 01' ill SUIlIO other plnce of secnrity except on 
the l'lll'e occasiolls w1Jt1l1 iii wa~ noc()sHal'ily ill !U;;C, YVo a,1'O of opinion that 
gr'oat wallt of proper C<l.l'O \Vaa also H1IOw n ill 1'(JKpoet of. t.ho Rtl'ong Itoam. 
'l'll e fact that t.hr eo, and at one t ime foul' , keys of t,lli,o) l'oom wore ont in t ilt! 
handp, of diffol'Ollt J.l 0I'BOJl ~, une of whom WM Stivey, tho messengor, who : ~l ~tI 
had control of a koy of UIO grillo, is in itr..;clf a proof of wuut of dne cal'e, W'c, 
hava boon llllahlo to ascel'tain fLn y lillf-ficiollt l'Oo.sOI1 why a koy of this Strohg 
Room sholl lfl luwo heen ill :m}' l H~lI tls lint , ~it, Art,hut' Vit:fI.'J's' own. 'fhc 
f nrthtl!, fact t l ln.t it W{~'3 tho C118tOlli t li at \,yj llialll ~tiVl'Y t·lte messengel' 
K11onl<1 open both dOOli:l of tho t)t.l'ong n ,tlO Il I Oll his al'l'lvf\,l in the morning 
a.nd that they should be kept. Ol'OH all (lay unt,il Stivey left in the evening, 
also appears to u s to show gl'oat want of cu;re, 

10, We now come to the Cil'ClUllstallCCI:l connected with the loss of t ]lC 

J ewels and with tho discovery of t.hoir loss. It is "scertained beyoml 
doubt t,)1at t,he J ewels were in the sMa on .hm o ] Ith, 1907. Il'hey 
were shown Oll that ant.e by SiJ' Al'tllU l' Vicars t.n Mr. John Ul'~wfoI'd 
Hodgson, Librarian to t.ho Duke of. NortlmlUhel'l nn<1. 11he1'o is no 
ovidence that from that elate until the 6t.h of .Tilly, when their loss 
W(l...'" discovered, they were sBtm by n.llybOlly, 1101' ]1'1 the1'e ~my 0.vidonco 
that t11e snfe was ever opened by anyone III t he Of-lico hetween those dateR, 
Sir Arthur Vicn.l'B himself sa.ys, in the ",tA~t,omt'llt nlrf'ntly qllot.ecl :-" From 
C( 11t h Juno to Gth J uly J have no l'ocol1rct,loll of seeing t,he J ewels 1101' 

" of havillg gone to the safe." The officials attOluli11g in the Office between 
those tlates were S11' Arthur V ica.rs, Ml', Bt1rtclmoll, Mr, Mahony, MI'. HOl'~ 
lock, ~fiRS G-ihhcnl , Stivey the meseenger, anti MrH, ll'n l'l'ell the office cleaner, 
Neither Mr, Golrlncy, Atltlone .Pul'SUlvnllt J nor Ml', Shackleton, Dublin 
H erald, appears t,o lmve been ill the Office, 0.1' lm'leed in Ireland, at any tim€:\ 
between those dat.es. Mr. Mahony Wll A not in the Office fl'om April unt,il 
July 4th, except on one day in M"y, so tl,.t, of the period between 11t h J'une 
and 6th July, he was only in the Office on three doys. 

1!' On the morning of Wednesday, 3rd July, Mrs. Farrell, the office 
oleaner, on coming to the office at hel.' usual hour between 7 a.nd 8 o'clock, 
found that the o"ter door was unlocked, 'fhe bolt 01 the latch was oaught 
baok, so that she opened t he door by merely turning the handle. Mrs. 
Fa.TTell wa.ited until Stivey, the messenger, came ill about 10, and told 111m 
what hw happened. When Sir Arthur Vicars "rrived about 12, Stivey tcld 
him what Mr •. Farrell had r eported, and Sir Adhm' replied "Is that so?" 
or·"Did she ?" No further notice was Laken of this inoident, It was not 
reported to the police, nor was Kerr, the deteotive, whose duty it was to 
inspect the offices at night, informed of the circumstance. Stivey is perfectly 
certain that' h e slipped the bolt of the latch when leaving the office about 
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':'.30 on the r.r uesd"l,Y evening. but he is not eel'tHin whether he left Sir Arthur 
Vicars behind Lim or not. Detectivp. Ken visited the office abollt 7 p.m. on 
t:i,c 'lluesday .ev6111ug', . opened N16, door by his latch· key, found it lockt-'rl, 
lonnd 110 on6 III the office, mad.e Ins nsnal r ound of inspeotion, tl' ie.d the door 
;lS he went ont~ and ma.U~ sure it was locked . It is plain upon tllis evidence 
that SOlTIe ol~e.m possesslO11 of :t ]atch.key visited the Offioc after Detective 
Kerr iJael lelt It , and took the tJ'onble to elmw back tbe bolt of the latch and 
f:lstell it. It scems (;0 118 all extl'<lOl'diu<l.l'V instaucc of l1egliO'cnce on Sir 
}'J>t~U l' ViCaI'd' p;U't t,hat he mn~c no ellqnil'jr ;·,bout this singu la.l~i ll oident, did 
not u~ tel'l'ogatc~Ke l'l' .t he detect,lYo, made no report to t ho police. and lljd not 
{.·X~\lI111H~ the sate 01' :-:;trong Room to sc:'e that tha t all was right" Sir A..l'thUI' 
Vicar s' OW11 ;:ccnnnt of t1li~ lU:lttel' i~ as followR ;-'; On "VeLlnesdl.ty, :31'd July. 
t;u the best of m.r l'ccOlleetloll, I a r l'Ived a.t the Office at 12 o'clock, Hoon, and 
ld,t about 6 p.m. Sti\'ey informed me that be \\"\.8 tolll by l\Irs. F:.tl'l'ell, th e 
olbce cIt~fUl el' , that she fo nllrl the hall clool' open 'when she H.lTi .... ed to c lean the 
offiCI;! in the morning." (81:)' A_,·tlrw· Yjar,n' 8tatenum t of' 12th JIIl?/, 1907-
, l.1'P8'luliUJ A ). . . 

12. all the ruol'lliug' of ~atul"dt\y. 6th July, a still lUore stal'tling illcideut 
ol'c lll'l'ed. Mrs. ]h~1'l'ell opencLl the office at 1101' usual bom' between 7 and S 
a..m. and wa.lked into tI le messenger 's 1'00111 to sec if allY '\Yl'ltten message had 
bl'f'n left for her. On cntel'inO' t.he meSSen(Tel"S room sbe- fouud that the out-el' 
door of the Btl'ong Room wa~ standing ajar. · ~\he]'e were two keys hangillg 
iu the lock of the grille. Ml's. Fal'rell took these two keys out of the D'r ill l! 
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louk, an d sh ut the onter dool' of the Stl'ong Room. Sbe did not wait 
l1l1til Stivey en-me, eithel' heCltmie he was late or becl\use she wa!; ill a hurry, 
but she wl'ote a not~ on his blotting.pad telling him what sbe had found, and 
left the keys on. the note, \V hen Stivey came a.bout. 10.20 a.m., he found 
Ml's, F'ul'I'c]l"s note and the two keys lying beside -it. rrhese two keys, as he 
explained to us, were. t he key of the grille and a· smaller key which openerl 
the pl'esses in the Libl'ary. fl))d t.boy were t ied toget.bel' by a. l)iece of twine. 
'rhe p1'esenco of the keys was inc1nbi table evidence that t he Stl'ong P~om door 
had been opened or had been left opeu, as tIle keys were left in the lock 
of t,he grille the Hight before . Stiv-ey at Oilce examined t LJe Stl'ong Room, 
amI found that nothing had been touched inside, so far as he could obser\'"e. 
Ou t he pl'ecB{ling evening Stivey had gone to S ir ..lrthnl' Vica.l's' room abollt 
5.;)0 p.m., and found him there with nfr. HOl'lock. He asked Sir Ar thnr if 
he might go, and was told he might. H e asked Sir Arthur if he wanted tll e 
Btl'ong Room any lllOI'e t.hat night. Sir Arthur sai~, " No, yon may cl?se it." 
Stivcy t·heu closed ;tutllocked the outer door of t·he i'Stl'OUg Room, leavmg the 
two keys banging in the lock of t,he gJ'ille. Stivey's sta~.elllel1t is fully t'oD~l'mel l 
by Bil' Al·t llUl' ViCa.I'S, wLo says ::--H On Frida.y, t'ltb J nly, I left the office '.It 
" 7.15 p.Ul. About 5.-hi p.m. StlYt'y asked me ",hethel' lie could go, and I said 
" 'y (~8 . ' He asked me whethel' he shonld lock the Stroug Room, and r toltl him 
" j,o do so, at t,hA Barne time handing him a !I~. to bo r eplaced therein. I 
" :museqlH~lJtly llad occasion to p:l SS the Strong Room dool' to go to t lw 
H telephone mor e t~lan Ollce. a nd t he .. dool' ';.ns closed." . (Siatr11IUmf .l'.l 12tJt 
Jill?! , 1907-A1JjJe1uh x A.) .Ahout 7.1a p.m . Su' .A.l'tLur VIcar s left llJS offiC'~ 
' ... ·jth }.ir. Horlock. Before he left he maue what he called his If usual tour of 
"inspection." \I I passed t.lll'Ough t.he Library. glancing at aU the hook· cases, 
" ~ln<l sa.tisfiecl myself tllev wcrc closed, I 113ssell into the llles~cugel" s rQOUl , 
" noticed the wi;1Clow W1L~ bolted, a.nu t.l'ied the Lrmdle of the Strong R oom 
" door and fonud the door was locked." (Sallie ,state-meld, .dppl!iuli.l'.) J.IDlOSt 
immediately a.fter Sir Al'tllUl' Vicars had left the office Detective Kerr cntered 
it and examined ever y room in the house. He noticed t.be Strong ROOUl cloor; 
it' was closed aud bolted. He left the office about 7. :30 p,m. On tl1e.se f acts 
it \vIlS plain t hat someone bnd entered tl1e office after the Detect~\e had 1efc 
au :b'riday eVl!lllng. ano had opened the Strong RooDl and left lt op~n , I t 
seems very strange that, after what had h8ppelle~ on tl.le. precedin~ 
W ednesday morning, Sir Artllur Vicars s11?uld treat thIS ll e ,\y 1DC.I~ent as If 

it were of no imporbmce whhteVel'. VI hen Le was told by ::;tn ·ey that 
J.1rs. Fa.rrell had fOlmd the Strona i:{,oom open when she came in the morning, he 
.sald, " Did she? II or II I s that so?" went upstairs to bis own l'OOln, and 
took no further noticc of the incident. He did not even examine the 
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SO'ong Room to see if anyth ing had hee[l taken, he did not, OX~\mille 
the safe to see if it hn.c1 been ·tampered with, he dirl not seud fo r ' 
Detectivo Kerr to see if he had noticed nuything wrong tue nigh t before, 
be made no communication to t he Police. Sir Arthur Vicars has 
gl\ren his OWll explanation of his cond uct on tLis occasion, n,nd it Ree rns to us 
wholly insufficient :-" On Saturday, 6t.h July , I arrived at the office at about 
" 11 a .m. I bave a vague recollection oE heing told by Stive.y that Mr s. 
" Farrell bad found t,lle Bt. rong Hoom door open when shu al'riveu, but n.t the 
" time I did not realise that i t was tha.t morning, and being very iJusy left 
" the matter for snhs~ql1ent inves tiga.tion. I t was nol, nnW S unday ufter noon, 
" when 1 was w(lI'king at my honse i1l connection with t lu:l Royal Visi t with 
" HOrlClCk, that I r f>aliscd t1ll1t the Strong Room (InDl' wa.'S op,'n on Saturday 
"morning, H or lock hail informed m& n.t my house on Hu~]aay t. hat ~tive'y 
<I had told me in my office on Sut urd tL,Y t hat tho Stl'ong Room , Llool' waH 
" found open that morning." (Si'l' ArllLw' Vican' Stftie'nU'1Lt (!f 121h J nIJj
Apl'entiire A), I t is hardly necessal'Y to comment upon the stl'il.l1ge wu.nt 
of any'sense of responsibility for th e seClIl'ity of his OJ£ C43 and oE t,h ", Je we18 
ent l'1lst.ed t o b is care which t his statement r e \·eals. '1'110 dOQl' of hi e office 
had bee.n fo und open on tb e previons Wednesday; h . is now toli] tlmt [;h e 
door of the Stl'Ong Roon had been found open; he has only a va,g'ue l'ecollec· 
tion. of this st,u·tling statemen t ; h e does not tako tho tronblt:! to n.scer tain 
deBnitel,v even t he day on which t he e\'t:'nt had happened; ami 110 th illks it u. 
matter that may he left fo r subsequent invest.iga.tion, ,"Yo CHU only t;a.y tIl at, 
in our opinion, Sir Arthur Vicars' t rea tment of t.his incideHt shows an uutil'e 
absence of vigi lance and c.a.re in the custody of th(~ .Jewels. 

13. It was between 12.30 anf1 1 p .m. on Saturcby, 6th July, that Stivey 
told 811' Arthur Vicars abont the St1'ong RooUl Imving heen fon nd open, 
.About 2.1;) p.m. on the same da'y Stivey went to Sit, Al'thnr Vicars' "00111 to 
inquire wbether he might go for t he dny. 8il' Al'thul' ga.ve hilll the key of 
the 5,\fo, and tlHoI box conta,ining the collar of a deceased Knight of. St. Pa,trick 
which had jmlt been returned, and told t hem to open t he sa ~e nnd place the 
collar in i t. T his was t he tirst time th ,\t Stivey ever had t he key of the safe 
in hiR hand. I t seems stru.nge that Stivey shonld at any time have heeu 
entrusted with t he key oE tbe safe, but tlmt he should have been entrusted 
wi tb it jllSt after the occnrrence of inciJ ent,s which called for pecnlial' ca,re 
Beem~ stl'anger still. Sti vey proceeded to th e F:afe a.nd tried t.o npen it,. ·HI) 
found , in tbe wILy which is fully dusCl·ibecl ill his evidence, that the s:"fe was 
actually u n.locked. LIe dill not open the safe. Si l' AJ'thnr Viu:tl's ca.me 
down st'lil's immediately, and Stivey told him the snJe was lIo t locked. Hir 
.A.l'th m· thel'cnpon opened the saf~ , and fOllUd that the Jl.~wd!i a11d an the 
Collu l's and Badges in the safe were gone. i 1ho cases wllicll hn.d c()nt,;~ined tho 
J ewels, Colla.l's, and Badq-cs had n,ll b(~cll cu,l'efnlly replnced, but a case con~ 
taining his mDthel~' S dia.mDnd~. whir.h W!to:; locked o.nrl tllo key I)~ which was 
in the hand s of Mr. Goorge Mahony, his ha lf -bl·other,lwl heen re moved. 
The police were then sent for a ud told wlin,t had happe uod, cl. ll rl even then not 
a word was said about the Strong Room having been found upon tha,\: very 
morning' . "VlIen Superintendent Lowe said, " What about the l::>tl'Ollg Room? ,. 
Sir Arthur replied, '" It is a modern safe, a Milnor's safe, a nd qui t,·) seunre; it 
"co111d not be openp(l except by its own key." Nobouyon Saturday, the 6th, 
mentioned to tho police either that the ont"r door hOO bl'on fou ni] "pen on t he 
morning of Wednesday, or that the Strong Room had bel'n fOf lfld open on 
that morning (Saturday) , and it w as only on Sund~y , t he 7th, t hat Detecti ,'e 
Kerr bearel these facts from Mrs .. Farrell for tbe fi,·st time. 

14. The lock of the Strong Room was carefully exami ned on Monnay, 
8th J uly, by Mr. F . J. O'Hare, a D ublin representative oE t he Milner Saf .. 
Company, who supplied· tbe door and lock of the Strong Room. H . took the 
look to pieces and took out the seven levers. He fQuud DO trace whatever of 
tamllering witb tbe lock. There W,lS not a scratuh on t b.e highly polished 
levers. 'llhe Ratner safe,)n which the J ewels were kept, wu:-t examined on. 
the.()th July by Cornelius Gallagher, an employe of Rlltuer 's agents in Dublin. 
Be r.emoved the, lock and chamber, took n.H the levers out, and found ne tra.ce 
oE tampering or any· scpatob. on the levers. Both these experts cume tn the . 
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same concln!'lion; that there was ll? picking of the locks, or attempt at picking; 
that the locks .were opened by: then own keys or ke,Ys identical with them in 
every respect III make and 601Sh, and that such keys could not be fahricated 
from a wa.x impression. Keys fabl'icated from a wax impression, thouO"h toey 
would La'vB opened the 10(;1;:8, would, in their opinion, Iuve left all tb~ levers 
traces of pressure and frictioll which would be easy discernible. 

15. If the persoll who stole tllf'. J ewels was, as we beliet'e be was, the 
same person who entered the Office DE Arms on the niO"ht of Tuesday, 2nd 
July, and again on the night of Friday, 5th July, it is cle;r tbRt 'he POSs(:1s!;;ed 
three ~eys-;L ,latch -ke,Y for the outer dool', a key of tbe Btl'ong Room, ;nul a 
key of the sa.fe, As there were at least seven latch-keys outstanding and 
carried nbont in the pockets of the persons who used them there could bE> DO 

great clitiicnlty in obtallling possession of a latch-key. Sir Arthur Vicars told 
t!ergea,ut Sheehan ou the 20th September that his own latch-key bad been 
lost 011 tllo pt'evious 28th June, and that he did not recoye1' it. uutil the 9th 
Qt. 10th Jl1ly, when it was fou nd au his dressing-table. It is evident tliat this 
latcu-key of Sir Arthur Vicara', in whatever hands it was, might 
l tave been used to opeu the door at un\f t,ime between the 21::it,h Jnnt: 
a.nd the flt j' J uly. 'rhero were f OUl" keys of the Stroug Room, Oue of these, 
which had for fl, short, time been in possession of }\fl'. Burtchaell, was at the 
dn.te of tll,e clis '1. ppeal'a.nce of the J .:nvel::; and for <t .year before, kept 
concealed III the Stl'ong R00111. There was nn evidence. that this key 
ha.d evet· beeu removeJ from the Stl'Ollg Room until a.fter tue fliscovery 
of the 10::>s of the J ewels. Another kp.\" of the StrOller Room was in . ~ 

posses;ion of MI'. P. G. Mahony, COl'k Het·ald. Stivey s"emed to be 
under the impression that Mr. MJ1hony's key was in the Strong 
Room with Ml', 13m'tcha,eU 's, bnt we are satisfied, au ?tIl', l\.Iabony's 
own evidence, that his key was locked up III a desk in his own "house 
hom some day in Apt·il. 1907, when he left Dublin on accouut of his health, 
unt il the evening of 8atul~da.f, 6th J!lly, when he cleli\·ered up this key to ::-;iI" 
Arthur Viclll's, and that. it. ha.cl not been once out of his desk duriuQ' that 
interval. There remain ouly St.ivey's key and that beld by Bir Arthur 'Vicar:; 
himself. 'Ve are of opinion t,hat t he Strong Room must haye hpen opened 
on the night of Fridny, 5th Jllly, by one or other of the~e keys, or else hy a 
key fabricated by a sk illed workman fI'om one of the keys of the Strong 
Room as a model. There was no evidencH t hat any of these keys was eyer 
out of its hold er's possession long enough to en able a false key to he mad~) 
and we had evidence from the Police that an exhaustive inqnil'\, had been 
made amongt an the locksmith~ aud k ey manufacturers in Dublin, and no 
such kt~y had been made by any of them. We are also of opinion, ,rich. 
Inspector Kane, of Scotland Yard, tbat it is difficult to believe that au\' thief 
would have taken the tronble and risk of getting a false key of the Strong 
Room fabricated, except for the purpose of removing the valuables fl'OlI! the 
glass case therein. The person who opened the Strong Room on the night 
of Friday, 5th July, touched nothing in it. 

16. 'Ye cannot attribute negligence to Si.r Arthur Vicars in the cu:;tody 
of his key of the Strong' Room. He EeC'rns to have taken f!S mnch care of it 
as any man could do of a key which be carried about with him , und \\,hicu 
was in constant use. We ha.ve alreally expl't'ssed an opinion that it was au 
impl'Udent thing to give a key of, the St~'OI~~ R?OIll to, a m~?, in St~vey'~ 
posltioll, though we are fully couvlUced or StIvey s probIty. :-:;tl\l'ey h!Ul:-:elf 
says that he knew of no reason for his having this ke.y except that ~ir .A.l"thur 
Vicars wanted him to c..'l.rry a key, 

17. There were only two keys of the safe, both in the possession of Sil' 
Al,thur Vicars. Weare of opinion, upon the eyidence, that tbe safe could 
<Jnly have been opened by one of tbese two keys, or by a ,key mad .. by .a 
skilled workman from one of t.hese keys as a model. The followmg IS 

Sir Arthur Vicars' own account of the way in whic.h the two ke.r:s were 
kept :-" So far as I know there are only two keys for. the safe which 
H are always in my custody, , , .. The key of the ~afe wInch I useJ alwajs 
H carry with me along w,ith other keys on a steel rm,g, e:!.cep~ on ~u~l dress 
H nights when I remove It from the bunch and carry It on a rmg of Its own 
H in my uniform coat pocket; the other key for the safe I have a.hva,ys kept 
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H concealed ill my residence. . . .. I recollect leaving the key of tIle safe in 
"my wl~tillg table at my residence about two months ago, hut the 
"keys, with safe key iocluded, were brougM to me to my office by my 
" servant, Frederick Pitt, within an hour. The keys were found by my maid
" servant ill my writing desk, apd she directed Pitt to briog them to the Oastle 
.. to me." (Statemll'nt of 12th J"Zy, 1907-Appmulw A.)-A further statemont 
was made by Sir Ar thur Vicars about the second key of the safe to Mr. Hanel, 
Assistant Commissioner of the Dublin Metropolitan Police, on the afternooll 
of Saturday, 6th July, the day on which the loss of the jeweL, wa£ dis
covered :-" He tolcl me he had a second key for the safe, and that tl",t key 
"was iu H, drawel' i11 a. writing tab1c in his own honse. I s.ud to Ifim, 
" , Would you go "ltd see wll0ther that kay is now there?' He said he had 
H so ~uch to do that, he conld not go then, but would go at the ea,rli~!st 
" moment possible-about 7 o'clock. I askt;'tl him to let me know at once 
"when he went home wl1ether the key was there, and he said he would. 
"And he telephoIle,l to me that evelting that the key was j·.here just as lie 
" had left it" and that he could see no tl'ac.C' of it having been tampet'ecl 
.. with." 

18. We calillot acquit Sir Arthur Vicars oE want of proper care in th,' 
custody oE the keys of the safe. 'rhese keys unlocked the safe whicll 
contained Jewels of enormOllS value and importance, for whose safety Sil' 
Arthur Vicars wa,s wholly responsible, The safe was placed ill a room which 
w", easily accessible by day to everybody, ant! by night to anybody who 
coulel get possession of a latch-key. 'rhe position and value of these Jewels 
lDust have been known to very many peopltl, as Sir Arthur Vicars was:in the 
habit of showiog them freely to casu!>1 visitors in the Lib",ry, where people 
'!vera passing in and ont.. It was not necessary to open the safe except upon 
vel'yrare occasions, Sir Arthur Vica.rs himself says- H I seldom havo occasion 
to open it." (Statement of ISth "",ly, 1907-Al'pen,lw A.) It appears on hi.e 
own statement that he did not open the safe between 11th June and 6th 
J uly of 1907. Under these circumstances it "ppears to us that Sir Arthur 
Vicars oughl; not to have carriec1 about a key of the sa.fe or left one in his OWll 
house. He ought to have deposite<l the two keys of the Bafe in a strong
room at his Bankers Qt' in some other place of equal 'security, and only taken 
ont one when it was necessary to opon the safe, ana returned it agnin to :its 
1 Jiit<.'e 'of sp.cllrity ;t :,:> soon as the occasiou fOl' using it ,,-as nVCl', 

19. We have thus given Your Excellency a statement of aU the esseutial 
fact:-: and circumstances connected with the loss of the 01'OWll Jewels ancl of 
the conclusions we have drawn from them as to the vigilance and care 
exercised by S ir Arthur Vicars 111 their cnstOlly. Your Excellency will 
observe that tho main facts on which we base any conclusion affeoting Sir 
Arthur Vicars are llot iu contL'OVel'sy. 'rlwt'e has been no conflicL of 
evidence as to these facts before us, aud thel·e is uothing to contradict them 
in t,he varions statements made by Sir ..::i.l'thul' Vica.rs himself to the Police. . . 

20. Weare very son·y that Sir Arthur VicarB did not appear before 
. us to give evidence 01' t,o assist us, through his Ooullsel, in the examination 01' 

cross-examination of other witnesses. We think the reasons assigned for his 
refusal to assist us are wholly insufficient. Objection was at first taken to 
our Inquiry being held io private. We were ready to hear an application for 
.. P ublic Inquir y and to grant it, if good r eason had been sbown for it, but as 
soon as we intimated am' readiness to hear such an application it was 
wit"drawn, and the objection to our Commission based on other and 
wholly different grounds. Objectiou was taken to the terms oE the reference, 
though we think that the wrma of the reference were wide enough 
to embrace every matter in relation to the loss of the Orown Jewels 
in wh:ich Sir Arthur Vicars' conduct as their custodian was involved. 
Objection was taken to the powers of the Oommission, although we possessed 
6v~ry powel' which any Royal or Viceregal Commission can possess without a 
special Act 0.£ Parliament. The ahsence of power to compel the attendance 
of witnesses .. was made a matter of objection by Sir Arthur Vicars and his 
couns.el; but , the only witnesses asked by us to attend who refused to come, 
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iu addition to Sir Ar thur Vicars himself, were Mr. HorJoe-k, his clerk, aml 
:Miss Gibbon, the typist, both of whom based their refusal on the ground of 
the snpposed mterest of Su' Arthur VlCars. We do not think that th~ 
ad,!,inistmtion of. an oath. would haye affected the results of an Inquiry in 
whIch there was little confhct of eVIdence as to the detalls, and in which all the 
sn.lient and essential iacts were agreed upon by everybody interested. 

21. When much evidence llad been given before us which seemed to us to 
show great want of clue care and vigilance on Sir Arthur Vicarsl part in the 
cllstodyof the lost J ewels, we thought it only fair to g ive him another oppor
tunityof appearing before us and taIling his 0\\,11 story in p ersoll. (8ee CQ1Tt'$

pondenct~ with Ri'l' Arthn"/' Vica.rs-Appenrlia; D). On the application of th(. 
Solicitor-Genera} we agreed to take his evidence aud that of any witnesses he 
might suggest, in puhlic, if he so desired. Sir Arthur Vicars refused this offer, 
a.Hd we have not, had the advantage of hearing from himself directly his account. 
of the various matters and occurrences in 'which he was concerned . In thesf' 
circumstances it is a great satisfact.ion to us to be able to say that, having 
Cl11'efl1lly examined and considered every statement which Sir Ar thur Vicars 
has made either in 'writing or orally relating to the subject of our Inquiry, we 
cannot find a.nv conflict between him a.lld the -witnesses examined before us as 
to any matter of fact relevant to our Inquiry. 

22. Although it. was no par t of OU1' duty uudel' Your Excellency's. 
\~Tarl'ant to conduct a. criminal investigation into the robbery of the Jewels. 
01' to take evidence wjth a view to the ascertainmeut. of the thief, yet as, on 
the evidence given before us and now in print , it appears that the name of 
Ml'. Francis Richard Shackleton was more than once named as that of tlw 
probable 0 1' possible author of this g reat crime, \ve think it only due to that 
gentleman to say that he came from San Remo at great inconvenience to give 
evidence before us, that he appeared to us to be a perfectly truthful an<1 
candid witness, and that there was no eyidence whate,er before US whicl! 
would support the suggestion that he was the person \dlO stole the Jewel;:: . 

23. H aving fully investigated all t he ciI'curusta.nces cOllnected with the los~ 
of the H.eO'alia of the Order of St, Patrick, and having examined and considered 
carefully tithe arrangements of the Office of Arms in which the Regalia were 
deposited, and the provisions made by Sir Arthur Vicars, or under hi :; 
direction, for their safe keeping, and having regard especially to the inactivity 
of Sir .Arthur Vicars on the occasions immediately preceding the dis
appearance of the Jewels, when he knew that the Office and the Strong RooID 
had been opened at niO'ht by unauthorised persons, we feel bound to repor t 
to 'Your Excellency that, in our opinion, Sir Arthur Vicars did not exel'cisf' 
due vigilance or proper care as the custodian of the Regalia. 

We desire to express our obligations to our Se?l'etal'Y, nIl'. C. T . l!ea.l'd, 
of the Chief Secretary's Office, for the valu ~Lble aSslstance he ga"\e us In the 
conduct of our Iuqui:ry . 

.All which we humbly submit for Your Excell\;,llc.r 'S considel'ation. 

I'. '1' . BEARD, 

SeC1"elal'!f. 

:j:dh Jamua'J'!/, 1908. 

J .!~iES J . SH.o\. W. 

ROBERT F. STARKIE. 

CHESTER .JONES. 
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APPENDICES.. 

APPE:\TDIX A. 

(DOCUMENTS REFER·RED TO IN THE EVIDENCE OF MR. HARREL. SERGE.ANT 
SHEEHAN • .AND SERGEANT MURPHY.) 

Rl'ATEMl~N'j' OF SIR AR'rHUR VlC.!RS. 

I am in (,hargo of the Office of Arms, Doblin Castle. 
The j t'wel~ WC1'a last clcam.>d noout the end of Janu
ary, U107, in the SLrong ltoom, the gr ill being locked 
during tho HmQ thoy WI'I'O denning them,. They were 
cleaned by two mell [rom West's, eoUl'gc-green, nnd 
WCl'O caTcfnlly (lxrLtll inl':f.l by me, nnd T took possession 
of thum :Cram thG won, 

l'h~ jl·wcls Wf':m last worn by TIis Excellency on 
15th !\fan'h, 1007, after which r Inought them back 
lind pla~d t1,cm in the safe in the Library. 

About the end of March 11\8(., Mr. Burtchaell asked 
me if I had ::l.1Iy objection to SllOW th" jewels to Mrs. 
Tarleton and hnT daughter, of KillHmny, who are 
cousins of hi!!. I showed tIle diamOI\ds to Mrs. 
Tarldon tl.nd hC'l' d ~\lght.er and a l ady friencl of 
theirs. I might have shown tho diamonds to another 
lady friend bctw('en ~[arch ::l.Ild 11 th June. 

On 11 th June I showt-d lhe dinmonds to 1\11'. J. O. 
Hodgson, F.B.A. , l.ibrl1rinn to the Duke of Northum
bt,·rland ut Alnwick CutIs, along with one collar. 
From lUh JUliO to 6th July I nave no recollection 
of seeing the jewels, nor of h aving gone to the safe. 
The gold collars wore laRt worn Ilt the investiture of 
the Earl of Meath on 14th April, 1006. 

The case which contained Lord Ormonde's and Lord 
Howth's colllll'S were not lllspected sinro April, 11105, 
but L ord Mayo's Ilnd lArd Enniskillen's were ceT

tainly iJlspccted by me within tl1is year. 
On 17t.h JUliO 1 wrote to Lady de Ros asking to 

forwam the colla.r of her. JaOO husband to me, stating 
that if she had it o.t her ndtlress thnt she could fOT
ward it by Pa.rcel Post, rl.'l'tlstEmxl, or if in London 
thut it might be sent to ,vest. &; Son. College-green. 
The collar was sent from Gerrard ~~ Co. to West on 
24th June, and West acknowledgf!d the receipt of 
collar , und J t hon \,\'I'ot.o in!ltrncting them to ha-va 
Lord do R os's name Qnd date of investitllrEl engt'aved 
on it. I did not hear Iln y more a.oout ~1l0 collar until 
I fnund it on my tabl~ in th~, offico about 11 o'clock, 
n.m., on GUl Jnly, UIQ7. 

Ahout 2.30, p.m., Ofl 6th July, I gavc the colltlr 
and tl bnllch of keys to Stiw~y, the 1f[psscnger, to carry 
,lown the colhll' to tilt' SonEll. I pointed out tbe key 
of thp s:dc to StiVl'Y, and Ih is is tIle only occ:lsion I 
llver ga .... o it to him. I foliowoo him down about a 
hliuuoo a{tprwonrds, and :Connd hilll at the sa.fe with 
th(l door still cl~. Stivey informoo. me that the 
stlfo wn!l ulIl~k('(l. becausc he could not get the key 
into tIle proper slot. 

I snid "lrnpolOsihlo "-knowin~ well tbe great pre
eaut i'lll!l 1 a!ways took when locking the soJe. r then 
opl'!llI'tl t.lle safl', whic}) WitS nniocken, the handle being 
tll'l'ncd dowH. which wonltl r (llpresent. to outside obser
vtltiou that th£' safe WIUI loc.koo. 

r rcmovl-d the ":aM'l which o.lway~ conto.med the 
Crown (liamonds, anrl my worst fea!'!'. were /\Toured 
by the lightness of tho CIlM, and tht' bct that the 
key \Va" in the loc.k, which \vMI ne"er FO left by me. 
On opening th(ll ClI""', I fonnd the diamond star and 
h ll(lge had ooP}} removed, bllt the hadge ribbon and 
c1nsp wcn' plaC<'4'l in the centro, having been r emo"ed 
from the badge. Thill "onld not be none hurriedly, as 
it illv ol vNl 1l1lllCrewillg 0. swivel ann coaxing the rib
bon orr the hook. 

On further exo.miua.tion, I found the collars of 
Lord MlJ,Yo, I .ord Enniskillen. Lord Ormonde, and 
Lord H nwth missing (rOnl thl'l cases, o.nd the late 
Lord Cork'a coll4r and enamelled bo.dge gone £rom its 
deal box, which only contnint'd the tissul'l paper in 
which it had 1'1('(':)1 wrapped. 

Tlll.' smltll box oon tAining my motber's jewels as 
described was o.lso gnne, and the only thing left was 
my patE"nt IInder which I hold office. 

The box whi ch ~'{'Intained my mother's jewels wo.s 
](){'kr~l, an,! my brotllf'r, Mr. G. Mahony, ha.d the key. 
I I'E'mained nt the su fe, and sent my ml'S.c:;enger to the 

Commissioners of Police to ;}.sk one of them to come 
o.t once; nhio to iuform the Detecth-e Department. 

So far as r lUlow there Ilre ani .. two keu for the 
sale, whi eb are always in mT custody, c. .. "cePt in 1002, 
whell I !lent oue from Lonl1on ill th~ Chid &>cretary's 
pOllch to the Under Se;:ycwry to gh'e to MT. Blake to 
btillg the jl'wels to London, where they ..... cre required. 
bT His El.:ce\lcncy. Mr, Blake returned me tho. key 
ill ~lIdoll, having had it only om d ..... y in his pos
ses..<;lOIi. 

The l~ey of t he safe which I use I ..... lways carry 
with me along with other key", on :l. steel rUlg, ~cept 
on fu ll nress nights, when I l1!mo\'e it from the bunch 
and c3rry it on a ring of its own in my uniform coat; 
pocket; thl' other key for safe I ha'fe always kept 
concea1Pd in my rem.dC!nce. 

I have nr\'er left the safe keys in my office or 
other place whel"E! any penon ('Quid get pos..."E:!:sion of 
them. 

There are four keys for Strong ROOUl--()Jl(' kept by 
myS<.'lf, one by the mCMt!nger, on~ by Mr. :Mahony, 
and one by Mr. Burtchaell, winch l.:lttef, for the 
past Jellr, bas beeu kept oollcclJ.led in the Strong 
Room. 

lUy kl'i1 of the Strong Room I always carr.' on 1111 
wI\{o.:h ch"in, whh:h is ph.ced under my pillolll' at 
ni~ht. I recollect leu\"illg the kl.'Y of the safe in my 
wl'lting Lltbl\! at my residence aoout two months ago, 
lmt the keys, with saft' key included, Wl'r<! brought to 
me to my offic!! by my servllnt. F r r.der ick Pitt, within 
an hour. The keys were fo und by my maidsefTant in 
my writing desk, tlnd she di rectOO. Pitt to) bring them 
to the Castle to me. 

Elizabeth Darey is the scrvant. Frederick Pitt, 
17 years, is the male servant. His fa ther is coachman 
with Re\'. A1fr~ Wellington Ingram, of EnyiUe 
Rector~;, Stourbndl$e. 

)ir. M'Ennery, Junior, of Rooskey House, Dun
bo:me, stayed in m.,· hoase for vne nigld, 2nd Jllly. 

A man nailled Riley Walker, U, yens of age, 
dayed at my house for II. fortnill.h t in _\pril last, and 
is at pn:-sent servant with Sir :Kildare EutTvws, Kil
dare. He camt' to my house toll leo.rn hi .. dutiet; ao; 
foot man und~r my footman, Frroerick Pi tt. 

Walker ne\"er visited the Office of Arms, nor ho..d 
he Ilny kno .... ]ed~e of the ].:e.)'! of t.he safe. 

Arthur Philhps, my coachman, 1135 a '\'fife and 
fonr children, and rPSides in Clonske:lgh-terrace. He 
is sct'en years in my employment. He had acc~ to 
my keys about eIe'fen months ago, and occasionally 
.. isited the Librar;r i n the Office of Arms. He ire
qUl'lltly. saw the le'"el case v.ith me. ann often saw 
me go into the Office of Arms with the C:ls(;;S. 

The office staff are Mr. Sh3cklcton. Dublin Herald; 
)tr. Mahony, Cork Herald j ~h. Bennet.t Goldney, 
A tblone (the Mayor of Canterbllry); )[r. Burtchaell, 
My. H orlock, Miss Gibbon, :Mr. Sti\'(':, and Mrs_ 
Farrell lind her son Jumes, cod carrier. 

Mr. Burtchaell is in my elilployment since I took 
up office; Mr. Horlock is in my employment since 
.Jalluary last. I engaged him in LC'lnl1on, and got a 
high chnracte"r of him f'l'om his clergy. It was 
through o.n adver tisement in one of the papers (Lon
Q.on paper) I got acquaiutcd with him. When he 
came to Dublin he sb.red for a short time in my 
house ulltil he 80t lodgings. HI.' g,u'e me his address 
as 13, R'l.ilway Approach, Lr. EdnlOnton, London. 

On Wl'dnesda.y, Srd Jul.v, to th", i)t'St of my Te

col1ection, I arnved at thp officI' at 12 o'clock, noon, 
and left about 6 p.m. Sth'ey informEd me that he 
was told by Mrs. Farrell, tho: office c1t>aner, that she 
found the han door open when she arrind to clean the 
office in the morning. 

On Friday, 5th July, 1 leIt the office o.t 1.15, p.m. 
About 6.45, p.m., 5ti'fe} II.sked me whethe1' he could 
go, and I said .. Yes." He asked mE" whcther b e 
should lock the Strong Room, and I told him to do 



so at the IItUDC time handing him a. MS. to be re
placed t herein. I suosequcntly had occasion to p aa!> 
the Strong "Room door to go to t he telephone, more 
than once, and the door was closed. 

At 7.10 p. m. I was leaving the olftce with B arlock, 
. and in the hall s.:Lid to him in a. joking wa.y, " Wait 
n minute till I make my mma.! tour of inspection. " 
I then pas..<:f'd through the Libl'nry, glanciug nt all 
the bookcases, I~ml IHl.tisfied myself they worc clos(>d . 
I plLssed into the Ill L'S~nger'B mom, noticed the win
d ow was bulted, alld triLod tho hUHdlo of the Strong 
Room n ODI', uud found the door wu::; locked. I then 
passed in to the hall and joi ned Narlock. ,~ s we wure 
going out of tlw door I met a press l"cporwl', who 
gave me !'lOme information which 116cessitatcd Illy 
telephoning t.o til t> Viceregal Lodge. I .llnrkod hum 
H arlock and the prcs.<;mnll (having 11l'tNIOtlsly clos!."±<! 
the offico dllor (md asslIl'l''(i IIlJS{'U that it wns locked), 
and Wl,lut tu t1l(~ tckphoJlc i n tho Chiof Secret ary'!; 
office, u.nd subsequentl y w(mt· home. On S!~ tul'd:t):' 
6rh .July, I arrived nt th~ olIicu ;Lt. niJonl. 11 a. m. I 
ba've a vague recollection of Ileitlg told by Stiv(!y thlLt 
Mrs. F arrell bad fo und the Strollg Hoom door open 
when "he lllTived, lmt a t the time I ~lid lwt realb·.tl 
t h a.t it was thllt morning, and baing vorl' busy left 
the matter for subsequent iuvestiga.tjoll. 
It was not until Sunday-afternoon, when I wn.q 

working at my house in !;Onncction with tim Royal 
Visit with H orlock, that I realiSlld tha.t tlle Strong 
Roo'!l . doo~ was Opt'll on Saturday morning. I s<l.id 
to Borlaek th at I mu~t :L .. k Stivey this point in tIl<' 
morning. 

Bodock had informed me ILt my houso on Snnday 
tllu t Stivey h ad told me 1ll my officu on Sn.turday 
that tbo Strong Room dOOl' wall 10llnd op e:ll j;lIni. 
morn ing. 

Rtlferring to my statement of 12th July, 1007, fOl" 
t he last 'few y(llll "i'l it was my custOln 011 occasions o[ 
full dress u igh ls, when the jewel!:! woro worn, to d ctl\.dl 
my SAfe key from Ill y llrivate bUllch n.t my resi dence 
and p~t it i n the tn.il pockd of my tUlIic. The btlllch 
1 tlu!Il l~ f t iu my lllliform overcoat pockot, and 1~11'1I 
t.he office door key loose. 

Since Mr. Nnralllortl loft tho Oastle I h ave nlwnys 
hung my uniform ovet ccmt beh ind the door of His 
Excelll'ncy'!I Private ~r(d;lIry'fo. r oom. rrior to t.hat 
I a1\\'l\ys Jeft my uniform o\·crcoat. IHmging in 11"11'. 
Naramore's r UOIll. I t hought I b lld m:lCi{! this c.leur 
when "tl'portiug the mutf.(·r to t.ho polico on G1.h J ul):. 
The key of Ihe st rong 1'00111 door, on t llcSC lu ghb!., 1. 
always left on my wa tch chain, with [my mOIl~y, 
ute., in my dn'Ssi ng·tnblu druwcr, duly loclwtl, tho kuy 
of :which WM on my lm m·h. 

When miLking my u 1-II\ al tuur of i m"p(!Cti oH f.l\'ul'.r 
evening . 1 do not try if t ho pr('sscs aro locked. I 
l nerel y wa.lk through tho l'ooms to S<!ll that; the Pl'CIiHeS 

with Spl-iU~ locks are j·1o';l.>u' 1.0, bn t. I HOWl' iJ'Y ih ~J 
aa.:fe door hlLl1Jlo, :u; I alwl~pl ll .. 'li t it. wi IOn locki ng i t, 
and I soldom have aeca.'!ion to ope.n i t . I always, 
however, loot{ at tho wiudow·hol~, CSlltlCin.lly in Mr. 
BurtrhnoU's rUOIII , and i\:Tr. StiVllY 11m} I IlCVlU' fail 
to try t \le st.r ong room handle. 

r can as.!lign 110 l"eason for giving St.iVHJI tlm lIll llI 

key on tho 6th .J uly, hoyollCt I:ho £net tll!lt I w(l.~ for the 
morneht engaged Winl a leHul', amI tho C() iJ ar ;I ntl 

TIUIl\l was nothing missing from the. Strong .Room, 
although three gold collars and badges were oxposed 
in n p lute gl;~ss press, locked with four locks, l>t!:SidCi 
two State Maces, th e Sword of State, a jowolled 
!lCl:llltr{!, a Gr own , and two m assive silver SpUl's. 
'l'ht;:re was a gold collnr cWlwhero in the Strong ltoom . 

I do not 1:iUggest auy Ringl\:! one of my staff h a.d 
a nytll i,llg to do with it, nor tIo I suspect my maid· 
~rvall t or fOOt,11JaIl, 1101' 1UlY pel1!on who Rlept iu Illy 
JUIUSU. 

1\1y theory is that SI.unc person ;;ot wax imlJrc~iolllj 
of till:! keys, :J. few socomls woulu sunioo to do t hil:l. 
Having regard to the grullt procantioltR taken Ly tnt! 
in the I:ustorly of these koy,,_ I call1lot entmtllin Ute 
ide~ l h ilt the actual key lIf thll It."fu waij utilisccl by 
I h.1 t.h l l'Vl:S. 

(Signuci), A r~'I'II U] t VIeAU!>, Uis tcl', 

l~th J uly, He/07. 

1 \\,cu(. t.o LOlUlOl \ a uout :1'31"11 Hocembcr, l!lUG, lmd 
\~ ·j .m·u,'tl tl) Ihlblin on 7th .TRuuary, l iJ07, during 
wltkh tilHU ·Mr. BU1·tchacll aml Mr. Mahony WCl'O i n 
charge, but 1 had my sde key wi th me. 

J Wft~ awuy f )'Om 2iith ,Janl1ary, nt Nail!!, and Mr. 
Mllhol\y wns i n charge in office. On 20th and 21st 
~\!:uch I Wag absent at Pnlmcrstown, nnd }oI r. Mahon y 
wns in chal"ge. 

'[,h" oflic(~ WHM dosed. (l'um Good lj'l'iday, .roth 
!\{n-rch, 1,0 2ml Apri l, a l!:lo ou ,1th 'May, amI b'om 'VJlit 
,\{.uuiay to Whit. '.t'ucsday. whun 1 WII~ a t JJally fin , 
j:h c' \'t'f\ itlouce flf ~il' "lgt :rllllll Coot!'. 

(lu ij; il~J1l1d ) , A. V. , [lh·. 

1',\1,(, J wisllt'd hi m 1.0 cany liOWH. At allY rat<,. 1 
IollowL-d Htivoy .Iown , ami whon I ~'ll~l'Cd tile library 
:O;Hvt!y hUll lIOt even opt!n<.-ci t.he "nCe. My recullect.ion 
is thlLt he was in n. totooped positi on at it, having 
just aBoortalned thld the sll.fc was unlockL't'l . 

The let'Ys in t.he key box only had l"efurellCO to book · 
ca&>s a.nd dl'nwers with pap-on. It 81so contained th~ 
dl1l)1icl~t(! key of the grill It.seH when the stl'ong room 
WIlS 1!J('ked, as !;h u gdU waR only locked in ,the d /\y
tillle. 

I ha\'o a key for the kcy Oox; Mr. H orlock hall 
;Ulutlicl'; and I Ix'!ie\'(\ tlmt Mr. DtukhaoH hll.8 tho 
thil·d. 

'l 'h., !ipal'l ' 1w)' of the 51,rouC mOIll ill k('pt COlu~!l1'd 
in UIIP or the d l'n wl'l 'lI nt tho '"t'l'Y lmck, wra p t iu 
JlILJlt"I". 'rlt is is l·he ktly i.huL Mr. Ihu·tchucll glLvo U!J 
"VUl l' t imu IIg~). 

I a li t! ~Uyt'Y , UFrOU j ,l) Itw:k HI' t.ll t: plnee alld ltjllvo 
logl..'thor up to Xmus, 1001). Si ltl:l! t hat t ime I h!lvtl 
~t: HI.:l·n lly lot him orr nt Ii. au p. m. , on nccolillt of 
tmvlllg Mr. Hu.r1oek itl tJw (llliw with me to do any~ 
thillH tlmt wns n lCluil"<.'t!. 

Stivuy nlld I woro t he uuly perHOIIII, t!O f&r as I 
Iw cw. who kllt1\v that tho spato koy of til(' strong 
J'(WJltI Wit); cnnoon,1L-d i n t hu drl\wor Lhol'l'. 

(Siguou.), A WI' lroll VWAll~, UL<~ter, 

18tl~ ./ 111.y, lU07. 

Al'PENDlX · B. 

ExTllAC'I'S ["om t·Ju.! S'J'AT I;'l'I~~ of tho UnDI~k of ::;'1' . P A'!'HICK pl\ij:it~d lllule}' t.he Ho)"'nt b'ign 1{nnuul O l ~ 
:mf.ll .Tuly, ] !105 . 

• • • • • • • • 
XII. An4 it is ordained that, in pursuauce of t.he 

n~ylI;l OrdlUance of Gllr H.oyn.l Predecessor , K ing 
WIlham the Fourth , bearing date tho soventh day of 
March, onu thousand eigh t hu ndred and thirtY'oHO 
t~e . jewelled It~ign~a of the Grand Ma.ster made by 
Comma.nd of R LS said late Majcst-y {or t h.e use of the 
Grand Master of the said Most Illustrious Order of 
:-hich a d68('.ription and representation is here~to 

:!lt I Lt!XI)U, aud which urc (Jl"own J owols, Hball bu 
luu ull't.l over by uuch Lord L iellwn8nt G('ncrul nnd 
GlJll er!tl Governor of h olun.d, Graud Mastl:lr of the 
s~id Most lllust.d ous Order, to h is successor at such 
1.Ilno us the Sword of State is clclivered over and 
shall be deposi t.cd by Uur Uhltor King of Ar:Os in 
the Chnncory o[ the Urdt'r along with th e othel' 
Ills ignin of the Order. 

• • • • • • • • 



XIX. I t ill OI.Ja.inoll thaI; 011 lhe dace.lllc of ('ncil 
nnd e\'e1'Y Knight Compnnion of I;hi5 M ost I t1I\Stl'iolls 
Ol'd('I' , t.he heh's, execntol'S and administ.rators of 
;\11 sllch Knights Companions shall, within tln'ce 
months after the decense of nny such Knight, de
]j\'er the befOl'e-ment.iollec1 CoUnrs and Badges to the 
~o\'ereign or the Grand !Unst.CI', for tho service 41£ 
the Ol'flel'. And Hilder King of Al'nHl, or hi .~ 
Deputy, shull h:\\,(' {lIll power in t he name of the 
( :1'11)111 ~[n"ter tol a pp ly to thc hp. il's. e:x:('cn toJ's 01' 

:u\nLillistl'ntors of IHlch dccenser\ Kni!;h ts for lh e 
Culla l'''; aw l B:u\ges nfo\'l'!:n irl. 

• • • • • • • • 

XX .. \11\1 it j.,; fn rtlter ol"<.\ll in€'f\ thnt. the !;a id 
n" lhll's anc! B Illig(\!; shall 00 deposited fo r linfo kl'Cp
in~:ill a ... to,,1 snfc in tho Iitl'Ollg r Oom in the Cho.ncel'Y 
(,r t l1 (' O\·der ill the Office of Al'ms in Irclnnd until 
lhf'~' bc diRPOI!('(1 of hy the Grand :?!iastel'. Ami 
whf'n the s:l.id lb,lg€'s or Collars nrc (Iel iyered to any 

n ., 

K night by Oluel' ro f the G-I'tultl ) [a stCl' , h0 1;lIall ~ i n' 
a l'cceipt for the same to Ulster IGng of Arms, or tu 
his De}mty, as herei nafter set out: -

(Hl'rt follo1rs fo rm of l 'creipt,) 

• • • • • • • • 
XX VII. It is ordained thn.t Ollr Ulster King of 

~\l'nl5 for the time being shall be the King nf Alms. 
K night Attendant on th e Order, and shull llll\'c tlw 
Cllstody of the Sent and or the A.l'chhes of the Orrlel' 
nnd t,il e jewelled Insignia of t he Grand )1aster. H e 
!lhall attend to the sen'ice of the Order gellC'raJ1r , Ilnll 
lih:dl obey and execn te 5tlrh commands and dil'ecti tltJs 
;'IS he mny l'eceh'e hom tho Sm'el"C'ign lit" the Grllnli 
:Hnster l't'lnting to the Stl.lllC. • , • , • • . • • 

• • • • • • • • 
XXXVII. W,> nr c flll't lu.'l' plt'asro. to oniain tIm! 

the ChnnC<'l'), of the said ~lost U llI!ltri otls Orllp,1'. 
whercin a l'ecord of all proceedings COIUU!Cted thel'I'
with shall be c:ll"t fullr deposited amI p l'esen·ed. sh ult 
be in tlu:!l Office of Arms in Our Castle nf Duhlin . 

• • • • • • • • 

APPENDIX O. 

DOC DIEXTS l'eft'l'l'l"a to in thE' P\'iUl"llCe of Sir GEORGE HOI.~.IES, Chairmlln of t.he TInard of 'Wol'1.:i!. 
t\llt11!i-. A. ROBINSON, A~sistant Principal Surveyor to t he Board. . 

TI I:r'onn 'l'mn:n. 

8(1f(·· 

)rn . CI)t1UT •. ~ S",-
2G6iJfJ3. 

I saw 1\11'. Yi cn1'!'; th is nlOrn illg, nnel 110 pomted 
r)ll t to me wllPl'C the jewels h :t.d been kept dUrln~ Sir 
D. Burke's tim e. H w:t.s an iron box placed 111 n. 
l'e<'CSS ill the wall €'lIdosed by 3 pair of wooden 
rlOI'Il'l'i. The oox is Vf'ry old , nnd neither thiei nor fire
))rfIof. The jewels haw~ been removed t o Sir W. K aye's 
CllStody for flafetl'. Whnt 1\[1'. Vicnl'S l'equires is n. 
goud Slife (with t\VO drawers), btlth fire and thief 
pMOf, oostin!!: about £10; t11is would ha\'e to be 01'
.Iered from i.he mn.kE'l'S, but if the Board should 
fl(o('ir\r nn snpply ing tIle snfe, olle could be lent llllti\ 
II II~ lIlakt·)·s 11:111 the olle I"cquin'l i <Ielivered. 

(Siglle,l ), W. H UDA.:S"D, 

';tlt Frb. , '03. 

:HI: . CI)' : lII,A.S,-

J f.:ent Mr, "\Tical'S H so.fe. ~10- X :! ..... X 2-4-- on 103n. 
IllIt li e IInw inform,; me that he ti l1d~ hf' requ ires one 
:L~ illI'!-(f' n~ai l1 . as hf' ('ollsitiCl'!l it important th llt the 
,·"II!II'R. rtf'. , f,f ti le K uighi.s nf St. Pntl' ic k should 1)(' 
b.' llt in II i':tfl'. 'I'lt t' cnst wou ld be nbont £30, so I 
Ioluhmit thi!l f" l' in.'Itl'Hctioll S. 

(~ig:l le<1), W. HUD.A.XIJ, 

ll t1~ FrbnHt rll, '03. 

The r.xtrn-~ i :t.~d !Iura h ns oot'Il.Ol-oel'ed nli yon in· 
sll'ud('{l, tllnl the Oellt'l'al Yote cin' Stnte of Oflicinl 
nf'sidf'nc~!; will cl)"er the (lxp~nd itlll't' . 

C HUnyJ.X,_ 

Feill'll :l.I'Y ~."ith, 

Appro\'eu, 

Ordered, 

Noh.u, 
(I ntd.), W. H . 

(Jll tol.), H. C., 
28/'1r93. 

(Intu.), H. C. , 

l'Ng,· 

(Inh1.), n. n. 8., 

2;r-r· 3. 

Dunu :-\ CHTI,l'.-F I ~ ![rnlF.~ D UI LDt:-\G. 

~Hl:2(m, 

Offim f VI' CMcr EijJ ~1 n; J 1".,1.'. 

)fR , 2.!EtLCr:S",-
I conferred with Sir A, Vicnn I)n 10th ins:tll. llt. 

He stated that His ExceUellc~' htl.\'ing l'ecognised th,' 
t1nd~irabilitr oi allocating hlm only p lll't of ll. bui ld, 
ing, as WIlS proposed in the case of the Un<1er-SI!C1'('
taTY's hOll~, had consented to Ulster ha\' ing til (' 
whl)le of F isheri eR building for his office. Ulstt' r 
will n ot object, h(Jwe\·er. to giving back the mljoill 
ing to.£l r oom to t he mnin ~lInrd if door-l';ny be e1,I!W:'I 1 
up. 

'rhe alterations required are as follows, viz. :.-
1. Remove IHJ.l'titioll between front nnd back roolll~ 

to [01"111 large pnblic office. (Th is will lleC('SSitnte 1'\" , 

pnpering and pninting.) 
2. He-open old doo\'w'o.:,-' t o back 1'(10111, 

:1 Bnild strOllg 1'00111, with 14 inch briek walls, and 
Rnpply II. ulllner's door, steel sash , and iron Shu.ttel'K 
and sheh·ing. (1 haxe prepared a tracing sh owing 
the proposed arra ngement, and int~ud the ceiling a n.t 
floor to be comprised of F awcett's fireproof floor ing.) 

4. Form space for uIessengers. as shown. 
6. R epapcl' and !,nint room for Ulsler on fu"St floft[. 

(He is willing if lI('cessnry to benr the expenEe o[ t lli'! 
item.) 

G. Concrete the basement where n ow finggw. 
';. Su pply add ition nl furniture for the ofiit'es

(matter for Fu mitul'e Ci('rk). 
I estimate the cost of the {orC'going it('m!! num

be l'cd 1 to G inclusiye as £3-30. 
W. )1. P., 

l8jfJfcYl. 

TIle report and plan lIo.,e been p repal'oo in accord· 
IUll'C with ,erbal instructions which I recei;ed irom 
the Chairman. I agree with tho substance of it, 
whieh waR disCllSr.('Q with me hy)fr. I1o. ton. 

T . 2\h:LLO:-\, 
18/6/,0'2, 

OPFJC£ OF Amr s, 

Dl.'llLL"" CJ..STU, 

25th .-i l)l'il, 1903 . 
D F."\' u } (a. H outE;:;,-Accoruing to your snggestion 

1 fiend you this line to remind yOll o[ yOllr kind 
promise t o hn\"e inqu iry made t owll r.l!'! {'xpt.'nitin g the 
pN'pilro.tiom; ill my n"' ..... offitCH. 



. " 'e cannot move' 'Until the boolrl:(ue.~ aTC tWH/Y, (lnd 
J t hink 1ft-. Coghlan wanted to put extrA carpeutf'lOS 
U lI thf'rn. 

Thero is no furniture in the pill(."e (which is clilpLy), 
nnd what is not 1I.\"ailable in our present offices will 
h~l\'e to be supplied. 

There arc three rooms i.n our present offices as 
llga.in.st eight in t his new building . 

. The more ur~nt requ irements now &1'8, besides the 
book·cases and furniture:-

1. Some woorlen upTight divisions to shelves in 
strong room. 
• 2. Glazed press therein for Insiguill , etc. (I would 
liKe one from the l\luseum if possible). 

3. I .igbt reHectors for some windo,vs at the back. 
4. Gns fit tings seen to (n few points of which Mr. 

Pentlalld knows). 
5. Existing safe for Crown J eweh to be exchanged 

for 11 narrower one to :5t through door of strong room . 
Not more thrul 2 feet wide. 

Mr. Pentland and !\Ir. Coghlan know nll this and 
I imagine i t only requires a word from you to set 
things going and to expedite mat.teI'S. 

Mr. Pentland will have it tha.t apparen tly no pro
vision for furniture, etc., was made lor new offices 
in the Estimates, and I glLthered I shall have to wait 
until 19M, but I hope and trust be is mistaken in 
this and must be thinking of the building altC!rntions' 
esii?tllt,e which is exhausted. , 

YOlln sincerely, 

(Signed) ARTIroR V:I<l.Ul.S, Ulster. 

IG4'i2/, 03. 

.. SUt,-
4th Nor;Clllbtr, 1903. 

In . accordance with your colllmunication ufo 1st 
, SepCember rast, 1 now bE:g to enclose particulars of 
,supplies required ~ this Department for the comillg 
year. 

As the Board arc doubtleas aware, we ar e aoot1t to 
transf~ to new offices in t be Upper Castle Yard, 
wh"ich are much larger than our present offices and 
consequently require more furniture. 

Tlris, coupled with the fact that no particulars for 
estimates whate\'er for furniture and supplies have 
been sent in from this office for 1901·2 or 190"2·8, is 
the reason for our present requirements being so 
extensive. 

I would mention that in making Ollt the list I ha.ve 
taken into accou.nt all the wsting fllrniture, etc., 
in t he present offices that will be available for the 
new .offices, and therefore what is included on the 
list is additional .to what we already have. 

I regret not being able to fu rnish list sooner as I 
have been absent from Ireland, and the list entaiJed 
careful consideration. 

The Secretzn:y, 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Serw:ant. 

(Signed), .A1L.1'HUl\ VIens, Ulster, 

Board of Works. . . 

17008(03. 
13th N~"ber, 1908. 

Sm,-
Referrin~ to my letter of t h e 4th instant. There 

were a few Items I omitted from the Schedules, t.he 
n ec66Sity for which I could not foresee till I had 
tranaferred to the new offices, and I wonld ask you 
to be 60 good as to add them to those already sent in. 

There axe a few arlicles which are much required, 
! suell u fenden, gu.rds, JilreS1168 for notepa.per and 
printed fO"l'"JZa, tablea, whIch I w.. led to belieT6 
would b. t.ppUtd lm1ZMlllltalJ wa tl&nmtftCi , but. 

ITtJthi'ug ' has been done 1&.<; yet and we are great.ly 
ham pe red i ll oollsequence. WoulU. yon, thel'efore, be 
SOl g".1iH1 <I!I tn ask the llo:l.Td to h;lI"6 thCl«l rn nre in!. 
1'0l·tilll~ detllils seen t o. 

The Secretary, 

I am, 

Sir, 

YOUl' obedient. Servllut., 

(Signed), AnTllUIt VlC..lJ\f; , Ulster, 

Board of Works. 

EX'mAC')' FROM SOHEDULE SENt' I N llY 
. sm ARTHUR VIOARS. 

.A..-';SO..lL ES'.ruu.TJ::S, 1904-1900. 

})(;part·meut-Office of dnn", Dubli,~ CasUe. 

1. Burglar (not tircproof) :Uil.n~r Safe for Crown 
J ewels and JIll!ignia Urdt!r of St. Patrick. 

Unt!nde mcal!UI'~ .~' x 24" )( ~:r, \\"itlt t!u'cu mure. 
n\)\e l!helycs .(Nc. .~m,0l41 Milner's Estimate) ; pre. 
sent Bafe, WhlCh will not fit into s trong room, to be 
l"\Jtu.rned. 

Fuu.:-.-r.runi CL\;lt!>.'S REPORT O:s' hEY 1 IN Sm A. 
V.lc.uJ.S' .lIE~ND tx TlD: 1904-05 EsTIlU.Tll 
SoHEDtJI.ES. 

'I.' here is a very lllrge fire and bllrglar·prool safe ill 
this Offi(6) supphed some time ago l or this purpose 
and if Sir A. Vicars ~quired to have it ill s"trong 
room he should haw:I gn·en the Board some intima. 
t iou of it, when .the door of ~nong room was being 
ordered. There I S 0. sell try rught and day on d uty 
/Jutside the o.ttice where thIS sale is and under tho 
circumstances I d e not thiuk I!, n{:';" (.Il Ia should be 
supplied.. It might be a ,'ery 10118 tilue before such 
a safe as the ola one would Ue teqllired. l'.ress sup. 
plied. .Led.ge:i said to be requiroo fur ottice work 
urdered. 

--.-
CUI'\.'" u}' l\lL\"IJrE 01' CU'Tl'lt·X OF B o..llllJo OF 'VonliS 

O~ E ST.D.I..I.T£ ~ULES, 190!-05. 

1 hare hud a coufel·ence with Ulsterl who stutes 
that in view of the fact tha.t there is always II. sent.ry 
outside, t.he presellt burglar-proof &afe can be used 
by hun t;1l1 such tune as we can find another use fOl' 
it. 

On the other hand, he represents tha.t the tr olley 
is ~·ery desirable t-o prevent damage to boon and 
Ml:i,s. 

The iLem for a ne ..... iafe may be cancelled and t ho 
trulley a11o ..... OO. 

'I be set of d1'3wcrs-;£:4-must be postponed.. It 
way be brought up for considerat.ion Wlt h. next yea!"'!> 
C&t.lmate8. 

G. E., 
22/12/,03. 

1St\. July, 1907. 
Dlall. Sm. GEORGE,-It would be a h.aaty conclusion 

to arrive at were I to attribllte tb6 loss of lObe jewel» 
IiO the inaction of the !Soard of l:'llblio Works, though 
1 think it pl"()bable tha.t if my :requisitions and r&

qlluements .had been carried out onginally that this 
Durglary could not ha.ve occurred. 

Vi' .nat I originally intended doing was to place my 
existing safe inside t he strong room as additional 
security, and I would have kept ita key in. the strong 
room in a. place that I only knew. 

I remember (a.nd my letters bea.r it out) particularly 
asking for a Bramah Jock, ef which it is impossible 
to take wax impression.s-it is, to my mind, the best 
and moat secure of any lock, and that used. by the 
King a.nd State Officials for Despatches and State 
Papers. 

It wall not until the strong room was nearly built, 
and the door fixed, that I then discovered the door 
wal not wide enough to admit the safe, although I 
had all &long pointed Ollt that I ..... nted the .af. to 
b& plaCK inshlt . 



NOllo of us h er!;) lun'c the l('ast l'I.!CUlicCtiOll of U r. 
H.obblson 01' anyon~ ~Jse offe~'ing i.? pu t t he present 
~ldc through the WIll(tOW, anti my IllI pression i s that 
eh .... Lal's werc affixed to the window uy t h em. 

[ urgeJ t ha. t a. smaller burglar (!lot firep roof) safe 
should pe supp1i{'d ill exchl111ge for t·he one we had 
\Ihich I a lso l'cq uisil.iollt-d fOl' ill Estimates, 1903-4; 
b:lt I wal'; in fol"lllt-d f.ha-t· t.he difficulty of e:q ilen !'.Cl 
:trost',' IIluI 'J. wns told ' (and YOIl yourself · in .prIvat.e . 
cOllversution also sa id) tha.t a smaller safe would be 
Sllllplil·(l ta l" J' that Could en ter tbe !'ihong room 
\\'Ilen ~ulUtlH::r Depa.rtment required a safe and cou ld 
]ml'C ours. This, however , was 110\"(>1' done. 

I calUlOt complain againsl .you p t'I'SOlllLlIy, fvl' I 
111.H! always 1'(!C("IVeci help :mc1 reasonable consid~>al.ioll 
at your hauds, and ullything of importlLllce thnt lUI S 
i.M.'(llt sa.nctiom-.:l by the BO!I.l:d for my office I han: 
alwltYs. ~(;!lt hail been largely due t o Jour influence as 
I't.'lilgrusmg the reasonableness of lily requests, 

At the salllO time I have alway!; fdt that t he Board 
(lid not fully realise the grcat responsibility I bn rl 
;lIld were inc~ined to think that I exaggeral.OO tTk 
ralue of the Jew('ls entrustad to my cnro, We now 
know ",heUlel' I was exaggerating or not! 

I cannot sa.y that I cOilsidered it likely that n 
robbery of tho sort could be perpetrated with polic('. 
men on duty j ust outside the office amI a sentl'\, 
pacing up and down night nnd dny and a dct.ect,i,:;' 
making a ronud of t he office t\'el'y nigh t to hi.' nssll l'ed 
that all was safe. 

I n. reference 10 t he latter pa.l't of your letter ,* I 
mentJOnoo all Monday to Mr. Robinson that I won. 
dared whether the snfe wns Stll)plied from some other 
office, as my recollection Was that in 1893 the two 
keys were ham.ioo to me by MoUro and not delivered 
10 mc by registered post, ns in the case of tile stronrt 
room door. r did not say categorically that t he saf~ 
lI';tS 1111 old one, Ilnd certa.inly not t hat copies were 
J t~ade of the k\~.."s bcfl)re deliyered to me, bnt asked 
!tlln whMher snch coulrl h llve been possible_ . 

. As l"t'gnrds the absl:rnct.ion of t he jewels, it is all 
;,tJ;:o~ u tf' lll.rstel·Y to m{', for I took t he greatest p~ 
':aut!OlIs that. any human being could ta.ke and UP! 
kny of safe n ever left my possession , and the 
!itt'ong .room k~y , when not on my wa.tch chain in my 
posseSSion , wa s ah~ays locked up in a dra.wer until I 
returned from tile Cast·Ie a t night. although I alw~~.rs 
1,,0].:. th l' MIff' key with me, and as a. proof of the 
rullftden ce I imposed in my own precau tions I en. 
tl'uswd 01l1' OW I ~ farhilv jewels to the same l·epository. 
Wh at greatf' l' proof could be a.dduced ? ' .. 

r cncIOAA copies of two at' ttlree letters I have fOIUlrl 
l "" f:.ring on the subject, which ilinstrat-es nly Ilnxieh' 
(l t. the tillle. . ~ 

I bope the 'l'rellSll1'V will institute an inquin. -so 
that I shnll be enabl~~ to demonshate that I' tonk 
lWeI? pClRS~bTe yare to discharge my very respollsib lr> 
uutIe!;. wl l1('h It was unfair to llb ce on the shoulder.,; 
of one individual. 

Lord Crewe. ] ~Ol'd Cadogan. J~ord Dudlev and H i!i 
Exe~lle.llcy will , I feel sure, support m~ in ht~aril1!! 
t?Shmpn:v to tII~1 grca.t care and 'Pl'ecll ll tions I eXf'r. 
C'lsed III t.he r.arrful disc~a~ge of th is ,"cry responsible 
duty. which I had unw1l1111gly to undertakf". flnd I 
ti m prepareJ to lenve t.he re!illlt to the publi c lesti . 
mony with compIpu. ('onfiden('t". 

I C:l IIJl()t fel"l that I have been £niTl, treated in tllp 
matter by the Board of Works, as the question of 
!l1one, nlwa:y!! wa!; rai.<;I>d a !! an oustarle. hO'wever will. 
lng the Boarrl may h ave been , and when one consider!' 
t.hnt t he Il.mOll ut. illYOjypd could not have exceedl.c]. 
:£30, anrJ. t he old safe handed over as n sct·off, it 
wonld seem nnreasonnble that thf' matter should havl> 
bt:!en postpollcd uutil some otller Department reqllimJ 
a. l'afe. 

You yourself and others of YOllr Depart.men l· 
as.'>nred me more t·han once bf the absolute secur ity of 
the sa.~e, and I was led to think that this was~ so. 
I')therwtse I would htLrdlv ha'l."e entrmted our own 
family jewels to it. . 

T.t \\'all the ou]y office or house in the Cutle in 
whICh an~' ;::p.·eat value W3!! stored. and vet there waf' 
"n one· l'~ide.n t, i ll the building. r 'ma de !;(.YIJI·.·. 

~ff~r~ to alter t,his, ami was backed up by J~oI"l'T 
",a oga n . bll t the Tn-;t!;nry rpfn~ed to sanction an"l" 

:ur.h pr()po~a I!;. ~lthotlgh I t·hink yell pt'oTSonally ~" 
ulIn mend,'ti th,:, id"a . 

r find thaI 011 1st Oclober. 1902, r Wl'otp fo the 
Board asking' for n fire and bnrglal'-proof door for 
',f rong room. "Bramah CNecrls &. Co.) lock pref(,l'l·..-l. 
I no objt'cti:lJl . " 

5 

In the requisitiuJls h'r AnJlual Est.imates for 1003.j 
np,PC'tl.rs as the fi l' .... t. it eclll, "Burglar (not fireproof) 
)Illm·r !<~fe £Ol·. Cr uWIl .J.l'wds and Insignia of Hw 
Ol'dl·rllft:St. Pull'lrk. (Jutslile measure. ·18' X 24" x :!:1', 
WWI three LUoVE'a bl", sheIn.,... lNo .. 20014 Milner's est-i. 
mate). Pl'es6nt slife, which will n ot .fit into strong 
i'oolll. t o he l'c t t;ll'l l'."tl , '· 

. . 

Believe me, 

Sir GC'urgc C. V. H olm('s, K.C.\'.O., O.B.. 
Oftil:c of WOl'ks, 

Uppor Merri\,u·sl n.'O:' t, Dubliu. 

811:. .L VICARS' LETTER OF 1ST OC'l'OBEll, 
W02; QUOTElJ I N FOREGOING LE'l'l 'ER:

IHI53J02. 
13665j07. 

OErtCE OF Au!.[s, 

D UBLL'<; C .\.SrLt::, 

1st October, 1900. 

SUt.-In U'fpn' nce 10 the fitt ing up of the OM 
Fi .... heries Im ildings as new offices for this Department . 

T re~ret thn.t I was absent ill London for the Cor l). 
llatiQII when an official fro m the Boa.rd of Work!\: 
!:elled here fo asc~l'tain pa;tticnlars as to my rct}uire. 
llwnts. 
A~ th e new strong room i s in course of being con- , 

structed I will be much obligE:Cl if someone c(luld ca)). 
hE'l'e in reference thereto. nnd al~o as to one or two 
other structural alterations. 

I may specify them !';hortly as follows:-
1. ' Th", removal of the lath and pla!Ster partition 

betweetl two rooms on ground Boor, ' SO as to make 
olie large gf'nemJ office. . ' 

2. The opE-ning out of blocked-up doul' frlllll ihis 
general offi(,e townrds strong room. 

3. Iron shuttHS, both outside and in, to the il'Oll
barred caS<.:flwnt window of strong room. to prp\"imt 
draught. in case of fire. . 

4. 1Mt h'om general offiC'(' to first floor for folio 
'I"I)lllm~. 

5. Fire And burzlar·proof door for 8trong ' room 
large pnollj:ih to admit h'vlJey for book« {Br.1nwh 
(:\"perill & Co. ) Tn('k prl'ferred. if nn ob.iecnon). 

G. Adjusf:tble ('orrngatcii iron !:heldng in strong 
room for 1\188 .. etc. 

i. I !'e(' that girdpts ~ re being usPd for carr:~-hlg tllf' 
:Il'('he!l for the strong room. and I trust that they will 
bfo (' i!sed on top \,ith concrete breeze and be StrollP' 
enough to l'£'Si!;t. any !:tlling wall!; or roofs. It is of 
the utrnMt imp(.lt:lorce that the ':;rrong room !;hall be 
absoll1tel:v fireproof, fClr if the re('ords here w(:re 
l.H1rll~d it would be a Nationa.l loss. 

$. I think it wou1cl be dpsirabte that the npw sidf'. 
'.\"I1U!'l of stron~ room shollld ha~ an innn liniJl~ 
.q iuches thick of bricks. with space between, joined 
h\' ("OU I'S!!!: of headers at intervals. 
' !l. T have alwnn undel':'!otood. too. that. to 00 

~horotl!!hly firpp'roof the wa.lls should be built of 
fir~·bl'ick bid in niortar of finely ground lire-clay 
min'd with !'ili('ate of soda. 

10. T presl'me fh" Qilestion of hook ·case .t<:'('(\mmo
rhd iOIl amI illt!:!rnlll f1ttings call be d ... alt with later 
when fh(' sfnll:lnral ;1 1ter.1.ti0l1~ are ~onl pkted. 

I am. 

Yf') ur obedient 8eTIant . 

(Signed),. .Axrlltrlt VlcAm, 1:nsteT. 

The Secretary, 
Boa.rd of Wtlrks . 

• Thi~ letter !s ~ot for~hcomillg. 



THE 'l'WO FOLWWING COPIES OF 
WERE FORWARDED '1'0 SIR 
HUL~IES WITI! sm ARTHUlt 
l.E1'TER OF' l3Ta JULY, 1007. 

LE'T:El1l8 
GEORGE 
VICARS' 

Copy '!t~/ /'oc/. .rrQu~ lofto,',' {j'i.,. Al'thm' Vico,YlI, R. C.Y.O., 
Ulsle1' Kill!! (If j ),ns, to H. Ot1!Jhhm, Esq., Bnm.a 
'l( lVorh. 

10th Ma y, 1003, 

D~:.\R ?lIlt. COGIILAS", 

A~ regallls tho safo j I ol'iginaUy proposed Lo put 
t,htl one I hav~ into the messenger ' !i room outsido 
strong room. You said this WOtd~ be risky, ,1lIi 

nnynn8 might como in at the back wmdow, and sald, 
.. WlI will givo YOIl another of ~ufficiC!nt size 10 go 
into st.rong 1'00111 in exchauge for present one, " hr
sides messengers' l 'OOU1 wns found to be too small. 
yOIl now sugge;t a. Ea.fl) th ",t is not blU.'gl.o.r-proo!- I 
(',(l1'lainly won'I; undertnke the cllstody of tho 01'0"'11 
J ewels without a. bllf'!JlGr,pl'oof safo. 

I do not liko 5i\£e Ucillg in tho )luulic o':fico for 
\'arions reaSOllS, Oesides it wonld bc il)COll\'cmenL fl'L' 
lilt'!. 

You say the mOlley is ncarly consumed- ior tW(\ 

YCUrJ.l I have sent in no estimato, but wal'nod tll,l 
:&1Il111 of this ooming ('~l)lmse, and BP1)nl'Autly i t. 
has ha<l no effecl., and that dlle llropOl·tion ho.s not 
beon Ulad~this is n ot my inult. 

Will tho Board take nny re~poll!i ibili t.y OVl!l' nw 
CllliLody of the Cmwn ,r cwo],; wh ieh I nm eml)~wet'c(l 
by Itoyal , 'rlLl'rant of 1".0 aMu il! n !iztfo d('p~11; for, 
mOl'l.'(lVtll' t.his i s s t:l'ict.ly a maHer pCl'!lonal t·o the 
lAm:l Licntcl\!\Ilt allli Hot l'igllUy chal·geaule t.o lily 
(,met·. 

I. t;Qut ill l1U;L FchnHll'y n list, (1f thing,; t.\t.\\, \\'u ~zI ~ 1 
be l·cquin:·d. I alii now ~l1dillg ill ;~ IOl'ltlal .rt.'t!UISI
HOll of <1.11 n.rli.;k!l r<'l}lIi I'Ct\ that havo not been ~1l11-
plie<1. and Ullt! .. !IIy 11l'('!;Cnt officO!! caH llot supply. 

'Ihe chief qll~LiolU; 011 which WO . llt·£) at vu,dancc al'e 

ihe sa"fe f'ud the staining of inside of shelv9fi. 

You. h:l.\'e no!, !;('nt mo the pl'omi..sod cii.taTbgll0 or 
snfes, 

You.rs VCl'Y truly, 

(Sign{.'<.l), AI~THUIl Vrt'AIlS, Ob lt' I'. 

U. C'Jg.\llU II , E."'it.{ .. 
Do3:rd o[ W orks. 

('''J'!I H ,"1""d I!I' 7dl,'r I" .ill',.. I '''!I/'lf/j/, ),"1111, ,'·.'i,· 
. ' I'Ihw· ·Vi' '11I''', IU '.\".O" TJI,,','I' .I\jufJ I!r ..drm". 

4th .Tllnr, I!lOS, 
Ih:,\ll Mit, COGIlL.AN, 

.\)1 l'Pglll'fl .. t.llt' !mfr, ,nm asked 1110 whet.her II. Ii t'C
lIl f tluiy 'm fl' would HlltliCl', ~lId I fi.!~hl 1111, Ullt, 1\ 

, . nclltl'-pl'()of OliO without li1'" l'l.'Sh;tillg Chal11\)('l'K 
w<luld meet tho ('a~ . 

I 110. ... ·0 ascertainp.d tha.t one of Mill1er'1I pla.te lid,¥;. 
hlfglar resistin g (wit.hout fire resisting chambcl'fl). 
,,:HIt shelves inshle. mf>a!lUrillg outside, 48 inchclI high. 
2>&, inches wide. and 22 hlChcs deep, nnd ins ido 1-1: 
i ll ('hes by 20 inches by 18 inches, woulU cost only £23. 

Will this get OYC01' all the diftlculty Q,S regal'ds tho 
Imfe1 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed), .A.aTIIVl\ VICA.ns/ tJlstE't'. 

H. CoghlAn, Esq., 
Bo,u;d cf Wnrbi. 

l~OIml uf W Ul'ks, 

Duuliu, J 'uLy l Ul" 1907. 

D£.A.Jt Sm AltrHull,- . 
·With reference to your letter of the 13Ut iust, 

n8 statoments IHl.ve been made ill Lhe Press l)Ul.'pol't.· 
iug to come from yourself a.nd hom an official of your 
Depal'Lment, I Itave como to the conclusion that I will 
not reply by letb·l' ttl the statements conta.ined in 
:your commun icat.ion t.o mc, but will l'Cliel'\'O what I 
luwe to 6ll.y till tIle inquiry into t.ho circumsta.nces 
ut.!.onding the lOGS of the jcwels is hc-U 

.Believo lIle, 

YOul'" 81I1oo1'(lly, 

(Sigllt'<l), G r.:OltGJ:: C. Y. H OL)!C;B. 

Silo ArLhur Vi.:nrfl, 'K,c.,·,o. , 

Ulster Kin g aL Arms, 
'fho CnsMc, Dublin . 

Iti~LIU.:1' Sale "rorkFl, 

B roln ley-L;r-Bow, E., 

n Jlfl)h 1007. 

(CUI/fit/en i iuf.) 

.\. I'toWUlSOll, .Esq., 
lluurd of 'Yorks, 

Du'Llill. 

ll t:A.rt. 8.ln,-
~Vu nl'C in roceipt of :,-OHl' fIn-CUI· of t.he 20th il:st ., 

alII.\. 1II j,t'.\.)ly oog to say t.hat we Clllllll)t t.raco a Ratncr 
SaJe, Nu , :!~o.), being suppli{.'<.\ fur t.ho usc of tllll 
Hl!ltl'tl. 

\\To lin~l, h \,lIl'~'\' I'I', \.IlId: in ,\ p l'il, ll~ll;\, l"U f( l j\;". 
'.!2:!:J wall 1i1lPlllit'l1 to '\'. Vi ctLl":<;, .&i'I .• iJuhliu C.il~l1l'. 
t.hrough l\I('SSl'&. H mlgclI auu SUll, 111111 th o kcy:-\ uf t.h is 
.:n.fo were scnt hom horc Lv l'(l~isk'l'l'(t 11ust dinx:L tu 
l\lr. V icn.l'S all t.ho 15th April, 1803. 

"'e hanl searched all tho reCf'lrd& thaI; we 11l\ .... C, Lut 
cannot b'aco having ma.de a. duplicato k ey lor t.his 
!-de flince it was supplied, A.lld think it extl'emell' 
improbAblo t.hat we should have done so, Of cou~, 
anyono requil'iug such a key for nn impl-oper use 
would certainly not come to us. 

We l'IhnU Le plenscd to gi v(l allY fll l'ther ptll'ticulllrt> 
we ca n, aud a.l'<!, 

Sit" 
YUU1' oLl',\ieILt scl· ... anl .... 

(Xigm'<.\), HA.TXEI. S,\FB Co., l"Jl'l I. 

IHihll't'1i t-iail! Uo., 1 ,It!. , 
2Hilllt'l"S lluildillgs, 

28, Finshlll'Y J'uvcmellt, 
J,IJUt!Oll, E, U., 

.'\UllrCW Uubinsoll, l :t;q., 
Office of Ptlblic 'Yol'kll, 

~ltlfJ. llJ, WOi . 

Dublin, 

DEAn Sm.,-
R eferring to you\' fa.VOUl'M of the 20th and 2-lth 

of July, we hll.\·e searched through OU1' book!;, ant! 
i.intI 1h&t two extra keys (No, N3409) Wet'\., IIU}llllk.od to 
:'\\l' Al' tiuu' Vicnl'!'> in o.CCOl'riRlIce with hiM ordcl' of 
tlll' 27t-h of .May, 1903, a.nd wu have his .acknowlcdS'C. 
lIlent of the keys do.tcd May 30th. WOS. 

Trusting this iniormation will bo uBefnI to YOll, 

-,. '.' 

' Ve ar<", 
·YOl1l'1l fa ithfnlly, 

l'er 1'''(1. 

l\filnel"s Safe Co., J.ld., 
(Signed), J, J, P RRlty, 

1\{r/ Hay tIl !J Vi rector. 



-( 
APl'B NDIX D. 

l'oHnESl'u!WE~CE bttween th~ COlIiIUSS10Xfo:H~ alld tiit'. _\R'fUUH V ll'J. H:.:i. 

I. 

D llblin Cnst.!l\ 
7th JUIIIW I'I/. 1!X.IS. 

Gt:~Tl.ULF:"'.--

'I'he Assisla nt L7JH.k '1', Sl'C\'l'LlLl'Y has handed Lo UL<: 

"Ollr It'ttl!l' of thil'; dlLtl', which I will plact) b::-fol'lJ thu 
Commissioners at the first OPPol'tumty. I n t he 
meantime, howevt;l", I mny Nay that I havI\ reasun to 
know t hat i t is tho dt'siro of the CommissiollC'l'S to 
}!J'OCl!(I'(l with t hu inquiry Wi tlhlut delay. 

Tho OOUlmissioncl'S arc :-Hl s H Ollour JudglJ 
Shaw; It. F. ~tal'kie . ES(1., It. U.; a mI Che!oll{,l' .101WR, 
K«q., one of the l\Il'tmJluli tlUl P ul ic..' ~hHis tratl'l> uf 
London. 

I a lii, 

C tlutiulUl'll, 

Your ol.II.1.\icnt Scrnmt. 

)h'!'>lIl's. 'V. It. !\Il'l'l'tHth awl Stili, 
Soli uiturs, 

32 , Molt'sworlh-stnd, Ullul i ll. 

C. T. IkA UIJ, 
,SUfl'fal"Y· 

[ (('upy ur l.diel' /'f'rf'I"'I~1 lu iu til,..,.!: [.I'// ,,/".) 

~:!. l\l "ll~\\'l'l'lh ' litrt'C'I, 
1J1IU1i1l, ' tll .}Ullllfl .. !, . WfI!'-I. 

J{c. Cruwl! .j Clt"CI:!, 

lJUIl S IR,-

Sir ~hlhut· Vicars has ha.udl'(l ItS ;"0111' lcltl'l" of 
the 6th instnllt, a.nd wt'. 1Iote t hat t~le Commis;.ioll('fS 
will meet 01\ }<'l'iday next , the l llth lmtant. . 

The t.ime for preparation of the 11eceS!:ill.l1' bnefs 
for counsel is " (>l'Y limited, but we presume the mect~ 
ing on F l'id",y will 00 Illl' rcly to. Ktltt1e t.he form of 
lfl·'.lCl,UII1·l'. K imll,\' ll't us know 1£ thnt IS.~. Also 
plcOl!>C l:t lUi lwow the ItnlllL"S of t llu ConllIlHislOllC' l·S. 

YOU1'S fuithhllly , 
W. It. ~r £It EDITJ[ .\ ~w Sos. 

Si lO J. B. Dougherty, ] 
Chil·f ~crdary's OlliCl.', 

Dubli n Cm,tk 

II. 

8::!, Molesworth-stretlt, 
Dublin , 7th JallUllI"!I, 1003. 

COlll miu lon. of I 11'lu iJ"Y, Office ,of A rllls, 

DUR Sm,-
We are obliged Cor J OUl"!i of this da-y 's dale. anu 

we will use our utmost exertions to ha.ve t he briefs 
ready in time for coum:el fOl" F r iday, but the t ime 
is very limited. 

Yam s faithfully,. 
W . n. MEREDITH ..&.SD Sox, 

C. T . BeaTCl, E sq., 
Chief Secrct.:ur 's Office, 

, Duulin Castle. 

l It. 

Duulin Custi!!, 
7 /h. J a llllfll"Y, 1OOS. 

SII:.-
'," ilh 1't'(I'l1.' Il l"C to 1111,) C"lII l11is...aon of Inquil'S 

widell has been appuiute!l th inn!sli gate the circuJiI' 
I>Ln.t1CI'S uf tJlC IOEs of fhe H.eg.1lia. of · th e .Ordf'L of 
SI. l':.ltrick, I am dirt'{'wd by t il::! Chairma n to 
acquaint 'y01l that the firs.t mL--eting of the Conlmis
sioll will be held a t the Officc of Arms, Dublin Castle,' 
nil Friday llel.": t, a t 11 /L .m .. alld to SILY that the 
CommissiOl1ers requil't' youI' IH"l..'Sellcc as l~ wituess on . 
that ()('c:asiOIl. 

I lllll, 

Sir, 
YUill' ulJl'l.l H.'lI t Serviln t, 

C. T. BUlll!. 
Secretal'Y, 

Sir Althnl' E. Vi ca rs. li .l". \·. ,) . , 
: , St. ,lalll .-s '~-t~rra!,)('. 

Ci"lll;kL·a~l l . l 'o. V lIhlin . 

IY. 

IJu Lliu l ' lI ~lle, 

3t lr J 'HIIIWI!I, H'f)t-t. 

;-;111, -

I n (:'!1Il ill ua tiuu (Jf Illy lo?fll'l' ~,I Y':-S l CI·tll1 .\·. [ 11m 
din'Cted u:" 11m Ulillinnall 11) in £')1" 111 ),011 that, i L i:-; 
thl.' dc.';ire of the Comllli !>Sioul.' l1i 10 examine all per
:-;oms who may bt> lik,A,Y to throw lin;.' light UpOI1 the 
stlujt'ct uf Hle Inquiry, a nd tim (JODUllissiOllen; "dll, 
t ilCr(l£UrL" be glad to p rocure the attendance of any 
}>~'rson 01' persons whom you mil)" suggest as being: 
ill II. positioll 10 gh'll Cld,\t'IID' i n the mati('\". 

1£ ;"011 tl.-si rc to su~gest \hu III_lilt'S " f a llY !SHch 
1" '1-:.011" I IohaU be ;;;\;11\ t .) n'c,:in: tlu.: lUi ull"l> !Iud 
IId,ln';,!;t>S Il S SOll ll as possibiL-. 

I tim, 

Sir. 
You r ob..."<1ien{. &-rvant, 

Sir Arthur E. Yiean, K .C, \". U. 
i , St. JIlJl1 l"S 's-terrQ.(''C, 

Clollskeagit, O"J. Duuli u. 

Y. 

C. T. Dunn, 
Secret ary. 

32, )Iolesworth~slrect, 

Dublin, mit. J an ua ry, I DUB. 

COJllllliuion of I llquiry, Office of a rms. 

D.E.UI. Sm,-
Referring to YOllr letter to u.s of the 7th instant, 

we th ink it better to let you know at on ce that we 
l'egret we will not be prepl1red to proceed with th e 
Inquiry on Sir Arthur YiC!,-l'S' h<>ho.1f to-mon'Ow. 

We only got notice of the I nquiry on the 'th in
"tnnt., nnll alrhol\gh WP. h a "\"(> Wl)rked since then both 
,Light an d dll:-' , W(' fmd it will not be I?Os!;iblc £.:it 115 



II) 5I.,nl1 out the briefs lIuti! J,d {' j'(Hl it:h l " I' 1" -lH" I' I',,1I' 
worning. You must bear i ll mind that lIw appuiJII;" 
lnE'.nt of tbe Commi.o;siou 1001;: II~ completely by sur 
prise. So fnr bt'lck as th u 28th October liLSt the 
Assistan t Under-Secretary i II a l~~Ltel' addl'es~E>d to Sir 
Ar thur Vicars ('1i!iLi ll d :l y lXlfus.,d t ltnt gentJt<lnl1.lI's 
request fO l' an I nqllh,:\!. nilI'I slIbstKIuelltl y both Hill 
E..>rcellency the Lord Lieu tennn t 1\1111 Mr. Bin\·ll 
~tn.tec.1 pm:sonally to oll r ~h. F. W. Meredith th nt II 
Com mission would not, l\nd c("I!~ l not, be granted; 
fi ud consequently wo had noLli iuJ,!; lH'~pal-ed. 

Tn o.nditioll to tMfI , 0110 (If HiI' Arthur Vicars' 
c..HL1I!"...J, t ILl' R igillo H Oll , .llllll<.."S Cnml,bcll , R. U" 
r.L P .. wll" h'ls l.Jec._u advi s ill),; (lUI' cl if'nt throu~hout. 
is :H'l.i ng li S lllll il i l'(l in n VlW,r ilu pol't!m!; l~rl ,itrali (' 11 
wh it.: h wi ll Ullt com:lnd,' un t. il 1.l-l110l' l'OW oVI 'n ing, and 
which Ill' I~uultl Hot pOAAtbly It' IWC : and his o lht'l' 
C')l1llSCl. M r, 'I', :\1. H c-aly , R,O" M ,P" is ill 
J~ 'll llo 11, H o is cr~illg t'()- I1i~ht, 'for I,he ca),;{', Imt , 
of CIIUI'.Oit:, ho will no/; 11[ ('1\',) bI'fnt't' hHllOITIlW 1I11'11'1l
illg , ,U lf! he willl'oq n il'e r~ l't'lisli na bh , intern.l 4) l't'Ull 

h is oricf nnd mukl' lip tho fnets of t he ct\..'",.l bufol'u 
tho Commission sils, 

,Vo have, thcrefol'{', li t) a JII'I'lUd.ivc bill, tn npp Jy fol' 
all adj ou rnmen t of tlill CoUlOl issif)ll ulI t. i l Sallll'fln,Y 
Ul li rniug, We deeply l't'W'ct if lhi.':I will CIl.1U1O t il l' 

l 't1mmissioncl's a ny inconvonil'!1r.t' , IllLd WJ,' woul d tI.!lk 
you to be good enough to oxp hdn to thom t,hat, it wn.~ 
r~hs .. llIt:f.' iy ilL1}11l!l!lible for liS t.o 1.10 roady fol' 1'0-
ltl01TOW, 

'V(· llI ay mon t,j oll t h a t w(~ h ltva not 800n a COllY of 
til" <XJJO lllissiOlI . and <I .. "l i t, is C!lsulll.i l\.l that Kil' 
'\-rtliu l' V i (lnr~' ColIllSru shnu l!\ know thl' I';(:opo 01 tlH! 
Tnf) llil',r WII would 00 obliged by your SOU tlill,!; us l~ 
eOl I'Y hy be/ll'OJ', 

Hi l' A l'thlll' Vicars h as IUIl1l1wl llS :YOUl' h!t.t.or 01 tho 
Bl h i llstant. askillJ.( h im t.o ~'ll(1 i1. '1i.d, of sUggt·"tNt 
\\' i !lIl';;';P~, 'J:hi" is n Im~!.fl'r I1P <"1\1 whi ch h n IIl lj llt 
ha\'t' Ow I li l vi l :t~ of ( !c'IIIl",'1 wh(1l1 th l'\' kllow 111(1 -IlCllp~ 
<If j"hn lWI nit',Y, lll : I \\'1' iU'I ' 1Il ' l'augillJ:: (nt'lt ('I!l1 " Il] · 

ra tion with OOI\IISI'I ul, I1w .'HI'lit'''+' l ltlSlt ihl f' lIH'l1l(lll t" 
Hlllnt~l ,1', !" -UHwr"w llI" I'll i ll~, ILIIlI WII will Illl' tI fHI'
WIIM ),011 NIlCh li lol a s tlw .... IIIH ,I' ll.h'i lW, 

'VI' thi nl, i t, wuuld l>r. bet t('1' if 1'011 would 1:0111 -

lIIUllicll.l{' with !HI Il lt I'f'pn '''ClltiJlI,( Sil' Arf".l llll' ViNl.rs 
in fut,un' , ns it only caU!iI'R dd J\y writiul-( to h im, ns 
we lul\'t~ Jul visl-.(J h im unt, to Tt'pl y 10 ally l('t t('l'.'\ or 
illquil'iC'S l'X('.('p t t h l'ough ns, 

YOll\';I fai l,hlnlly, 
W, R , U I,:n f..])tTU AN II SON, 

L', '1', B~;U'c1 , Esq .. 
Chief &C,retnry 'g OffiOl', 

Dublin CnNtle, 

P,S,- Wc ate itJ SLrUCt.illA: onl' COllll scl 10 ntt('nd to-
1/I " I'rnw lIloruiug oof01'C the nc'lllm i!',.,;ml (!rI" a t. 11 
,,'t"!'N'k COl' till' lllU'iW!lt' 01 r~i'lI J.rillg [or till atljullI JI 
lIll'u t ,-W, n, 1\1. nml Sun, 

VI. 
1m I/ (I'di l / I", 

nltlJ liu (JllI~\.I C, 

mil ,fllll/lIl!'!I, 11IOM, 

(julII 'mi31{;1. ,. II! llH,luir y, 0IJiet: ,,( t1t'fIl ~ , 

G t:x 'JLu n :K,-

I beg tu acknowledgu the roccipt 01 yOUI' lcLt l! l' (,I[ 
t his d"llte, which I will p lnc(! bcfnre the Commissioners 
for their col1!',hlcrllotion at the earliest possible 
n1oment. 

I enclose, ,1S requested, a 1.:01)Y o[ thL: Lonl Lieu· 
tenant's 'Warrant constituting the Comm issioll, and 
NhaU ilt [u ~ure have much v1onsuro in colLllllu n icating 
directly wit h you a ll repn>Selltinf:( Sir Adhur ViCArs, 

I nm, 

Gent.lltmen , 
Your obediCllt ~I'\'aut, 

Me&Sl's. W, R, Meredith and Son, 
Solicitors, 

32, Moleswor th-street, Dublin
t 

C, T, BUllD, 

,Secretary, 

s 

VII. 

(/ 1t:li r(TCli n/ l UI U ,1II ,) 

Dublin Oastle, 
14th J anvaI'!/, HIU::;, 

( 'tllllllfill ,~;"1/ fir 1,lf/'li"y, 0llirl) IIf , I I 'm,)', 

( I'/IH,w,lirtt c,) 

Gt: ~'l'lo.:~~;~,-

[ l~m tli rroWd bJ Ill" CUUlIUlkSiOl l to iHrlll'lll .rtlH 
UliLt, f. hey Iml'O hea rd II11U:ft IJv id~'Jl!!e whidl , in till : 
ah~ t'II':" II r lm y m.p \;Ul lt lion or UIISWU!' 011 LIt(! IlIll'!. of 
~il' .. \1'11111" VteuI's, s(ll';Ol]sly aff\!Cls hil n i n his ollit:u 
a ~ ll\U;t,uiillll o( tlli! Cruwn jewels, (I1111 in 1'CSPCCt uf 
1.l ll' ",IU,"-' all(1 vigi lam,'C with which ha k ep t t htlln, 

'l' lw C. >IIlIll i.AAi ni l de,~ iI'l,\ must lHl.l' IlI""I,ly to givlJ Hil' 
.\I'I IIUI' Vi , :al'~ " Yt'I'Y o]l port.ll lli ly of exp ilL il li11g :.11 
I hu d 1'l,:llllls( a lH'\ '1' 1:01l 114'1;(1'I.i with h is custotl,Y of t,ho 
j,'wl,b:, 111111 II'HF;t t.hat he will goo Ii~ to atl.olld with 
hili t'llllllwl utili !L~sis t, LlIC' IlI wi th h is evidclI L"C, 

. -~ .. , 
I am, 

GmLUCllWJ1 , 

YUU l' obro ic llt Scl' \'ll llt" 

U, '1', B t;AIW, 

BeCl'eta'/'Y, 

1\l t""'< IS, W , ]{., 1I hn'l~lil.1t n\l ll HO\l, 
Solit;il !.,rR, 

:J:!, ~ll l h'!<w" I'th,stl'l.'\JI " l)l1l1li'l, 

\'11 1". 

( /Ir,I;f"fI'" III :!,() 1',111,) 

Ih1,1Jli11 ( 'a~tJI'. 

lo1tlt .l a /w l/ f) l, J \ltll:l , 

( " ' lIIlIIi~ ~i'HI of i'llq1J'il'Y, ('l/ice}lf , I rilla, 

(17!~1I1c,/i lttc. ) 

G E~TL ~:"U:~,--

J It l'Cf(-n 'IIC,' (r, th., h"-l:o> r SL'lIt I" Y"II I h i~ llllll'II ' 
jug, I Am rlil'Cd.l"li OS lIll' UOllllUissill1l iA" slate furthe r 
Illit t if Sil: Artl11l1' Vicar:; is rendy to a!>Sist. t hl', Com
missiun by hi ll evidl'JI(:I', t.iLtly hnVl\ lIO ob joctioll, if, 
11 1.1 t hinks i t ( il'!, j m lo l(" ( I) 1.nke h iK {'\'iliLmoo in publie, 
loge U\I' l' w ilh Iho (l\'illmtro of a ny ol her \'I' i tne1iSe!> 

wh"tlI ht, may tlti nk i l ,h'l;il'lIulo tol han) exami ned" 

I a ill , 

(ll'1I 1 It'ItW II , 

YUill' ulJ<:llit,ltt. &'I'\' ,~ IIL, 

IX , 

u, 'r, ]Jt.:,\I ~U, 

8ccretltl'!/, 

(Ilcply to No, I' ll" ,.euit.'6d at 3,SO p,m.,) 

32, M o1osworth-strect, 

Dublin , 14th, .TaJl.1Jary. 1008, 
StH, -

\\\. havn placed yom' luth'.' of t.o-da y befol'e OU 1' 

"lit'nt, Sir Arthur Vicars, and al'e lustruCted by him 
to express his I'Iltrprisc t,ho.1. t ho Commissioners sh oul cj. 
ha\'l! tJllmght i t n OO:'6Sa.ry to write such a l etter ~ll 
fact' ,1{ his determination alreadJ delibera.tely ex- ' 
PI't'sSt.."(l t,hrol'ls h his counsel, not to take n.ny paIt of 
any k ind in t liese inycstiga tions, conducted as they 
1I1'e in seen·,t, a.nd by A tribunnl llno.llle even to compel 
(,he attendnnoo of wi LnCSs.:8, 0(' to place theDl w\der 
l he obligat;on of nn oath, 01' submit their stntements 
10 tIll' t~t of eros,.<:.-examinllt,ion, The deci8ion of the 



C'ommi.Mionel's exp1'essly a nnoullC~ <'tl It.at. \11lrlt'1' 111,' 
t~l'ms of tlll'il' warran t t hey wern nbsolntely pre<-ludL'I' 
frolll t he investigation of Q.ny matter which did not 
directly \x-ar (l pOn the ~ue!>tiull of the alleged negli
~(!nce of Sil' Arthul' VIcars in the custody of the 
.ewels, wal'! in itself under the special and notorious 
~ircum~t~noos of the case th? ampl,est justifi~tion. in 
his o~lDiOn and that of l~l S advIsers,. of l~lS det!::!:
miuution to take no part 1n such an mqUiry. The 
~tatement in your letter to the effect that the Com
mi.!l!'iolLers h:l.ve already baard, much of wha.t you 
erroneously describe Il.lj "t:vidtmce" Wl1ich seriously 
affects Sir Arthur Vicars in his oflic~' Illi custodian of 
the jewels, conlir ms h im i ll the wisdom of the advice 
gi\'cm to him by hi " ct')unSt'l, and emphasiSl."s the jus
t;(:e of h is 11I'10Ull<1 tll/!.t in I-he pnulic illte~t, as 
\'!l,1l as ill tll~ C'UlSEl of fa h- ph.y and truth, any ill

'lll il'Y I'll lhe kind must Inovll ILu!'tOlutely worthless 
!J-lld lloort i\'o, that does 1I0t im'ostigrl.to into all th~ 
cil'Cnnlstal1CCs of the case, in the light of day and 
k ·fOl'<.' u. td bumd ctll !Juwered 1I0t merely to comfel. t he 
utbmd nllcc of witnesSl.'S nnd the production 0 doeu
l,lcnts, but o.lso to place the witnesses nnder the ob
ligatioll (If lUI Qa th , We IlII1St. l'espectrully add that 
the course ~Hlopted by the COlJUni"sioners of !X'l"$('vel:
i.ug. at the dictation of the Government , in thtl in
n:'fitig l& tion in the n1)5t'lIL'i' of Sir Arthur ViC-81'S anu 
his {,OUllSCl, i1fl~'l' the !'l:pn-ssion of thf'll- OWII de
l ilJcrate cOlividiolL that, l~lJy fUl1.11er prosecution of 
the inquiry would 110t, under the circumstances, cffect 
a llY usefu l purpos~, is 1I0t cnlculated to strt?llgtheu 
the bol ief of Sir Arthur Vi('al's in the i lldepen3encc 
of tho CommissiOll_ 

We hn\'e only further to o::r:prcss his conviction t h at 
ill the light of what has already hllpppncd it must be 
now trnn!lpnrcllt that the t ime has arrived when aU 
this st'Cn"Cy and mystery should be abandoned and his 
reitel'lltcd request for a searching, public, and judi
cii'll illql111'Y ac~d(.'cl to. 

,Ve are, 
Sir, 
Your faithful servan ts, 

W. R, ?I-h:UF.rJ1Trr AXD SOS". 
C, T , BeILTd, Esq., 

x. 

32, :Moleswor th-street, 
Dublin, 14th JCU1U(tTY, 1008, 

Sm,- ' 

We h!l'l'6 r erei ved the Oom missioners' supple
mentary letter of to-day, and are instructed by Sir 
Arthur Vi cars to s late, in reply, that it should h",\,.· 
ikocn .',uyious I.} the CommissilJuers t,ho.t their 'Il h~.lt 
suggeslit>1l could not Il.ffect or al ter the f'xistillg pooi
iit>1l in the, sl!ghtest degree, .At their opening sitting 
Ihe (JomllllSSIOllers were good enough to inform 
counsel whu app~lUed fOl' Sir .\ l'thur Vicars that 
wh ile til",y ~lie ... ed it was the intf'ntion that th l!ir 
ill quiry should lte helcl in private, they were them
selves open to argument on the l)oint, They were at 
once distinctly and emphatically informed by counsel 
that the ob/'ections of Sir Arthur Vicars were not 
limited to tie mattE'l' of seCret~y, but apl}lied to the 
limit('(l scope of thi' inquiTY as defiued by the COlll
lI~issioui"rs, and alloW,," all to thp abSf!llCe of any power 
CLther to compel thp attendanC(' of witnesses and th" 
Jlroduction of documt.'nts or to administer IlU oath, 
::\[ny we add tha t ",lli \(' Sir Arthur VictLrs does not 
(lesire ill Illly way to qUClitioll the bona fide, of the 
C'rmllllis~ i o1Lers, he f('[II'S that a repetition of these 
attellll)ls to entice him before them may expose thpir 
amd~ty in this 1"~pect to possible misconstruction_ 

Sir, 

luur fai thful S(>[\"nnts, 

w. R. Mr.aCUlTJ{ AXD s.,~ , 

C. T, Benrd, E~" 


