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ROYAL WARMNTS APPOINTING THE ROYAL OOMMISSION TO 
INQUIRE INTO 'l'HE SUBJEOT 011 MAnKET RIGHTS AND TULLS. 

FIRST WARRANT. 

VIOTORlil R. 

~ittoria, by the Grace of Go,l of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith. 

010 Our right trusty and righ~ well-beloved Cousin and Councillor Edward Henry 
Earl of Derby, Knight of Our most Noble Order of the Garter; Our rigbt trusty aud 
well-beloved Alexander Hugh Baron BalfoUl· of Burleigh; Our right trusty and 
well· beloved Councillor Hugh Culling Eardley Childers; Our trusty and well·beloved 
Sir James Porter Corry, Baronet ; Sir fl1homas Martineau. Knight, Mayor of Our 
Borough of Birmingham ; Charles Isaac Elton, Esquire, one of Our Oounsel learned in 
the Law; Francis William Maclean , Esquire. one of Our Connsel lea.rned in the Law; 
Heury Broadhurst, Esquire ; Spencer Charrington. Esquire; John James Hn.rwood, 
Esquire, Mayor of Our city of Manchester ; William Cutln.ck Little, Esquire; and 
Justin McCarthy, Esquire, greeting. 

~~lJtrra5 We have neemed it expedient that a Commission should for~hwith issue 
to inquire as to the extent to which Market Rights are in the )lands of

(1.) Local .authorities; 
(2.) Trading Compani .. ; and 
(3.) Private persons or bodies of persons other than Trading Companies. 

QI;o inquire generally how and under what authority such rights are exerci,ed; 
what are the revenues in respect of those rights, distinguishing the reoeipts from tolls, 
rents, stallages, and other duE':s. from other sources of receipt; what is the accom
modation given in return for the charges leviod; in what ratio market tolls 'alld dues 
stand to the value of the marketable commodities on which they are levied; and how 
far market rights, market hyelaws and regulations, market tolls, rents, stallages, and 
dues, and tolls affecting market towns are restrictive of trade. 

g:nlJ to report as to the advisability of local authorities acquiring existing market 
rights, and the arrangements desirable for that purpose; and as to the advisability of 
prohibiting the farming by local authorities of market tolls, rents, stallages, and other 
dues, and the placing of restrictions on the sale of goods outside the market that may 
be lawfnlly sold in the market; and also of providing that the tolls, &c. of markets 
held by local authorities shall from time to time be revised with the view to their 
being regulated by the necessary expenditure in connexion with the markets, and 
that suoh markets shall be free and open when the capital charges in respect of them 
have been paid off by the incomes from the markets or otherwise. 

!al1l:t also to report generally as to the alterations which may be desirable in 
the existing law relating to markets, having due regard to the interests of those 
concerned. 
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j:10lu hnolu 1!t, that 'Ve, reposing great confidence in youI' knowledge and 
ahility, do by these presents authorise find appoint you, the said Edward Henry 
Earl of Derby: A.le,andel· Hugh Baroll BaHoUJ' of Blirleigh; Hugh Oulling Eardley 
Childer5 : Sir JalUe.;; Porter Corry; Sir rrbomas Ma.rtineau; Charles Isaac Elton; 
Franci~ William :Maclean; Heury Broadhul':3t; Spencer Charringtoll; John James 
Harwood j William Cutlack Little; and Justin :McCa.l'thYJ to be Our Commissioners 

for the purposes of the said inquiry. 

~lIb for the better eifecling the pnrp0565 of this Our Oommissioll, We do by 
these presents give and grant unto yon, or any fixe 0 1' more of you, full power to 
call befure JOu sllch l)ersolls as you sball judge likely to afford you any information 
upon the subjecL uf this Oul' Commission; and. also to call for, have access tOJ and 
examine nIl such books, doculllents, regi sters, and records as may afl'ol·d you the 
fullest inforI1l3,tion 011 the subject j and to lnquire of and concerning the premises, by 
all other law-ful ways and llleaus whatsoeyer. 

~n'JJ W e do further by these preSdnts authorise and eml)Qwer you, 01' any five 
or more of you, to visit and personally inspect such places iu Our United Kingdom 
as you may deem expedient for the lUore effectual carrying out of the purposes 
aforesaid . 

>tllb We do by these presents will and ordain that this Our Oommission shall 
continue in full force and virtue, and that you Our said COlUmissioners, or any five 
or more of you, may from time to time proceed in the execution thereof, and of every 
mutter and thing therein contained, although the same be not continued from time to 
time by adjournment. 

Glib We do fnrther ordain that you, or any five or more of you, have liberty to 

report youI' proceedings under this Our Commission, from time to time, if you shall 
judge it expedient so to do, 

lrtnb Our furtber will and pleasure is tbat yon do, with us little delay as possible, 
report to U B~ undt:r your hands and seals, 01' under the hauds and seals of any five 
or marc of you , your opinion upon the several matters herein submitted for your 
consideration. 

lrtnb for the purpose of aiding you in such !Datters, W e h~reby appoint Our 
trusty and well-beloved Thomas Barclay Cockerton, Esquire, Barrister-at-Law, to be 
Secretary to this Our Commission. 

Given at Our Court at St. James's, the fifth day of JUly one thousand eight 
hundred and eighty-seven, in the fifty-first year of Our Reign. 

By Her Majesty's Oommand. 

(Signed) HENRY MATTHEWS. 
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SECOND W AnRANT. 
VIOTO ELl H.. 

(Jictoria. by the Grac.e of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland Queen) Defender of tho Faith. 

i.t11 Our t.rusty and well-beloved James Allallsou Pictou, Esquire, greeting. 

[m1J)tTfaS We did by W 1l1'l'fLut under Our Royal Sigu l\fanunJ, hearing dn.te the 
fifth day of July one thousand eight, hundred and eighty-seven, appoint Our right 
trustyaud right well-heloved Cousin and Coullcillor Edwa.rd Heury Earl of Derby, 
Knight of Our most Noble Order of t,ho Garter, together with the several gentlemen 
therein mentioned, or any fi:ve 0 1' more of them, to he Our Commissioners to make 
certaiu inquil'ica l'elating to market rights and tolls : 

~nb whel'eas one of Our Commissioners so appointed. namely, Our trusty and 
wcll-beloved H enl',Y Bl'oadhul'£:t, Esquire, has humbly tendered unt.o U s his resignation 
of his appointment ns one of Our sl\id Commissioners. 

y).utu Im OUl pe, thnt We, reposing grent cQufidclIce ill YOll. do by the!:ie presents 
a.ppoiut YOll, the said Ja.mes Allallsoll Picton, to be one of our Commissioners for the 
purpose aforesaid, ill the room of the said Heury Bron,c1hnrst. resigned, ill addition to 

and togetber with the other COIDllli ::;sionel's wbom we lu.wc already appointed. 

Given at Our Court at St. J"l\lues's, tho second do.y of January one thousa.nd 

eight hundred and eighty-eight. iu the fifty-first year of Onr Reign. 

By Hel" Majesty's Commanu. 
(Signed) HENRY MaTTHEWS. 

Tnuw W ARRAN1'. 
VICTORIA R. 

mJictoria, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Gr""t Britain and 
Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith. 

I!ro Our trusty and well-beloyed Pierce Mahony, Esquire, greeting. 

\!;i1!l!)erras We did by Wan"&nts under Our Royal Sign Manual, bearing date 
respectively tho fifth day of J uly oue thousaud eight hundred and eighty. seven and 
the secone! day of January Due thousand eight hundred and eighty-eight, appoint Our 
right trllsty and right well-beloved Cousin a.nd Coullcillor Edward HelU'y Earl of 
Deroy, Knight of Our most Noble Order of the Garter, together with the several 
gentlemen therein respectively mentioned, or any five 01' more of them, to be Our 
Commissioners to make oert.ain inquiries relating to market rights and t-olis. 

~IUJ \ulJrrra~ one of Our Commissioners so appointed, namely, Our trusty and · 
well-beloved Justin McCarthy, Esquire, has humbly tendered unto Us his resignation 
of his appointment as one of Our said Commissioners . 

~olu IlIIo\u Et, that we, reposing great confidence in you, do by these presents 
appoint you the said Pierce Mahony to be one of Our Commissioners for the purpose 
aforesaid in the room of the said Justin MoCarthy, resigned, in addition to :md 
together with the other Commissioners whom we have already appointed. 

Given at our Court at St. James's, the eighteenth day of April one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty-eight, in the fifty-first year of Our Reign. 

By Her Majesty's Command. 
(Signed) HENRY M.A.TTHEWS. 
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REF E RE N eE. 

A Royal Oommission to inquire as to the extent to which ma.rket rights are in the 
hands of (1) local aut.horities, (2) trading companies, and (3) private persons or bodics 
of persons other than trading companies j and to inquire generally how and under 
what aut.hority such rights are exercised, what are the revenues in respect of those 
right~;;J dist.illguishing the receipts from taUs, rents, stallages. and other dues, from 
other sources of receipt; what is the accommodation given in return for the charges 
levied j in what ratio ma.rket tolls and dues stand to the value of the marketable 
commodities on which they are levied, and how far market rights, market byelaws and 
regulations, market tolls, rents, stallages. and dues, and tolls affecting market towns 
aJ:8 restricth'e of trade; and to report as to the a.dvisability of local authorities 
acquiring existing mlll'ket right:';, and the arrangements desirable for that purpose, 
and as to the advisability of pl'ohibiting the farming by local authorities of mal-ket 
tolls. rent,s, etnJlrtges, and other dues. and the placing of restrictions on the sa.le of 
goods outside the market that may b. lawfully sold in t·be market, and also of 
providing thnt the tolls, &c. of markets held hy local authorities shall from time to 
time he revised with the view to their being regulated by the necessary expendi ture 
in conne::t:ion with the markets, and that such markets shall be free and opeu when the 
ca.pital charges in respect of them have bp'811 paid oft' by tlle Incomes tram the mal'ket.s 
or otherwise, and also to report generally as to the alterations which may be desirable 
in the existing law relating to markets, having due regard to the interests of those 
concerned. 



di 

SYNOI"l'ICAL INDEX TO THE REPORT. 

r~;-. 1 Page. 

INl'RODUCTIO:-' 
D~finitiou of Markets I1mI Fnirs 2 
Characteristics nnd Essontini Element~ 2 

OIUGIN anll HISTOity of Markets and Fuil's· 3 
INCIDF.!,;'J's anll OUSTO~I S of l\1al'kct.s nnd 

F:\irs 4: 
(ft.) Mnrkct Overt 1: 
(b.J Toll - 5 
(c .) Court of Pie Powuer 5 

AUTlIt)IHl'Y fol' t he Estftblishmcnt of Markets 
nud Fair.'! - 6 

GRAWfS of l\I:u'kets and .Pair;; () 
INQUISITIONS concerning the SfLme 6 
i\L\\tKt<:l' 1\{oxOPOLY 7 

l\'i OllimN LEG ISL,\TION affecting the Establish . 
ment of Markets by LOCAl. AUTDOltlT1ES · S 

Power :'; of L ocnl Authoritie:-l und(!r tho 
Publi c HealLh Act 9 

(a.) Borrowing Powers 9 
(b.) Compulsory purchase of land 10 
(c. ) Bye\fLws 10 
(cl,) Toll> 10 

SumIAlt. as l'cgiwds Authority for Est.nblish· 
ment of Mnrkets - 10 

L mlTATTON of :\Ja.rket Right ill respect of 
Pluce :tn,1 T imc 11 

HISl'Ot~Y of l\Lum:J:o."$ i1l-
London . 12 
Scotland 13 
Ireland • 13 

l\:LI.RKETS in FORlm;s C OUNTRIES :-

FmTIce 15 
Belgi ulll . 16 
Pl'll ssia - 16 
Saxony. 16 
Austria . 16 
Uni tel1 5tatcs 17 

UWNERS OF i\l.\ltKWl: RWIIT!I • 1 8 
1. EYOLAND nud W.\LES.-Cr.ASSU'IC,\ · 

TION of OWNERS 1 8 
1. Local Authorities . 19 
2. Trading Companies 19 
3. Private Pel'l!on~ 19 
4. Bodies of Persons other tban 

Trading Compa~ies 19 
5. Doubtful ownership 21 
lVIARKETS managed by LooAL Au

'l'I!ORll'lE9 but not uwned by 
them 21 

II. LONDON 22 
ill, lREL~ 0 22 

Notice of Markets in-
Dublin 23 
Belfast _ 25 
Cork 26 

AUTIIOlU'fY uouer ,,,hleh 1.:l.UiXET RlGllTS are 
excrcised :-

1. Engla.nd aud Wales 31 
2. Lonelon 32 
3. Ireland 32 
4. Scotland 32 

NOTICE of M .ARKETS in-
Edi nburgh 32 
Stirling 39 
Perth 39 
Glasgow 40 
Ayr 43 
D undee 43 

-----------------
SOURCES of R EVENUE of Market OwneI'l! 

Tolls 
Rents l\nd Stnllng(~s 
Otber Dues 
Other sources of' R eceipt 

NEt' r ..eveune as comparC!d with Capital 
Expenditure on the Mnrket 

ACCOM~lODATtoN prm' itlcll by Market 
Owners_ 

EngLlIlti 
London 
Irell'Llld 

SllCCE~SfU L rul(l Unsucces$fui llirkcts 
RATIO which ~I lIl'ket tolls and dues bcn,r 

to prices 
Rr-ST(l:IQT10NS on the salc of goods outside 

the lUl'Lrkef.. that llIay lin lawfully sold iu 
the murket 

SCOTL,\NO 
TUROUGII 0 1' GAn: T OLLS 

Newcastle :lUC[ Carlisle 
Cork 

SUORlC PL,\.CKS on PLACK Dt/F.;; : 
Dundee 

A CQUISITION of MAtuOJ;'f RIGUTS hy 
I,OCAr. AUTHOltlTl &l 

1. Basis of CocnpcDsa.t.iou (.If 1I1arket 
OWllers 

2 . Policy of cOIIIJlelli ug Loc.,,1 Autho· 
ritiCli to ptH'cilase Market Rights 

Evhlcnce us to London and Irclrmd 
FAlDlIN'G of TOLLS lly LOCAL Au'rnORl'rlES 

En .. laud 
ALLb;OE~ DEFECTS and AuusEs of the 

Mnt'kct Syst.em:-
1. Ma.rket :Monopoly 
2, Complaint as regards ma.nngement 

by Market 0 wners, Euglnud I\nd 
Wnles 

(a .) Complaints respecting accom_ 
modatiou 

(6,) Market!!, covered or OpeD 

(c.) Mnrkets nnd Fait·s in Streets 
Cd,) Inconvenient Approaches 
(c .) Byelaws 

CO~lPL.lL."'TS :lS to l1ANAGEID~NT of 
M A.1lKETS in London 

I reland 
Scotlund 

COlll'LAlNTS as regn.rds 11A.n.KET CILUlGES 
1 • .Alleged unauthorised Charges 
2. Excessive Charges 
3. Accumulated Charges 
4. Arbitrary or uncertain Charges 
5. · Unequal Charges 

(a.) Ai; regards Persons 
(b.) Particular Trades . 
(c.) Commodities -

T OL LS taken in Kind • 
OTHER Cmtl'LATh'"TS 

REVISION of TOLLS from t ime to time 
FREE and Ol'.F.N M .UUt.ETS 

RECORDS of P lUCRS 
Possibility of Collecting such Records 
Complaints as to Corn Beturns 
Notice of Price Records Din Fra.nce 

and Belgium 

•• 

44 
44 
47 
·10 
4D 

49 

0·1-
54 
;36 
.56 
,'i~ 

50 

60 
62 
6' 
03 
65 

67 

68 

72 

H 
75 
77 
SO 

83 

84 

85 
86 
86 
87 
87 

89 
89 
90 
90 
90 
92 
9. 
95 
97 
9'1 
98 
98 

101 
101 
106 
107 
111 
112 
112 

116 





INDICES 

Showing the Qvidence which has beeu taken
I . By the Royal Commissioners

(i.) .As to certain markets ; 
(ii.) As to genel";l subjects affecting the question of Markets. 

II. By the .8..sSishmt Commissioners. 

I. (i.)-MARI\E1
t
S about which the ROYAL COr.H1IJSS IONERS received EVIDENCE. 

No'n :.-W llcrc nn t\slcri!\k is pn:lixcd tu II! .: nnmc of 11 Market, it llcnOLes thnt flO Assi stant Commissioner 
:1180 hel<1 nn inquiry 100001ly. 

"Armagh 
Ayr 

4DIlIlyclnrc 
Belfllst. -
Birmingha.1lI 

· Uolton 
·DmdforJ 
BI'(lrl{orti 

·Cnrlisle 

Cork 

])uhliu 
D und{lO 
EdiullUrgh 

Nrllile of Murket. 

Foreign markets ; vit. .: 
Brussels 
l'nriH 

G llIsgow • 
GmnthlU11 
G rent Dl'ifiiolll -

*HuH 
"'Limeric k 

Livet'pool 

~'lanchcstcr 

Mnl'ch 
Market Dray toll 
l\:IctrolKllitnn markeu, viz. :-

BilliuJ:!;Bgntu - • 
Borough Fruit nnd Vegetn.ble 
Centrnl Mellt, Smithficltt 
Central li'ish, Smithfield 
Covent Garden 
Fnl'l'wgdon li'ruit nud Vcgetnble 
Foreign Oattle MUl'ket, Deptford 

Ditto ditto 
LeadenbaU 

Evidence, wbere tD.kclI. 

Belfnst 
Glnsgow • 
Rellilst 
Belfnst 
Lonllon 
1.oO(lon 
Loudon 
L ondon 
L ondon 

. { Cork _ 
Loudon 
Dublin 
Dundee 
Edinburg h 

London 
London 
Glasgow ~ 
London 
LondOIl 
London 
Cork 

London 

London 

London 
London 

I 
London Riverside Fish Mnrket Co., 

Sbadwell 

(LOndOn 

Metropolitun Cattle, Islington 
Shudwell 
Smithfield Hay 
Spitolfielda 
Strutford -

Newark 
-Norwich -
-Nottingham _ 
Perth -

-Rochdale 
·Sheffield 
·Slaftbrd 

Stirling 

I 
J 
London 
London 
London 
Edinburgh ~ 
London 
Londou • 
London 
Erlinburgh 
London 

( 

.J 
I 
I 
l 

: I 

Ue(creuce to the Proeeediugs. 

----
Vol. I Page. 

VII. 32, :J9 
VII. 4-12, 152 
VII. 36,39 
VII. 1, 31 
Ill. 21·' 
Vll . 323, a26 
II. 283,287 

VIT. 161 
II. 249 

VII. 83, 149 
VII. 329,338 
VII . :39, 82 
VII. 4tH , ·124 
VII. 377,396 

VII . 238 
VII. 211,23.'; 
VII. 424, 4:')5 
II. 253 
II. 261 
II. 26l::1 

VII. 133, 13. 

VII. {319, 323, 341, 
352 . 

VII. { 149, 162,352, 
350 

II. 221 
II. 236 

II. 95, 174 
II. 161, 168 
II. 74 
II. 103 
II. 116, 169, 188 
II. 19, 34, lQ..1 
II. 43,77 

VII. 455 
II. 19, 34, 10.1 

II. 19, 3-1, 103 
II. 112 
II. 106, 172 
I I. 19, 34., 103 
II. 46, 80, 166 
II. 143 
II. 279 
II. 2$9 

VII . 314, 318 
VII. 397, 401 
II. 203,257 
II. 213,2 ;J3 
II. 182, 2U:i 

VII. 393 
II. -Taunton 

aWn!\·"rhawpf.on 

_ .... _-._- . _ _ _ _ _ 1 Lond._o_n ________ ,' ___ _ _ _ L _ _ -,--_ 

195, 240 "11 . 25H, 261 

b 



x 

(ii.) GP.NfiU.u. SUI}.TF.m"s of EVroENCE received by the ltoY,\I, CfHti\[[S~ ro N IUt::; . 

Pro vi:;, S. B., C.n. 

]tobir-sOIl, H. A. 

Casson, \r. ,,'to 

Ashton, .ATthur ,T. 

D1:lck, Ch nrlcs \r. 

Chnpnmu, C"cil M. 

O'lIea.ra, .Tohn J . 

LIlWCS, Sir .John ll, Bart. 

P ell, Alhert 

Do. 

Swann, Thomns 

nIc.Tnnnctt, J ohn D. 

C!'lligie, l\Injor P. O . . 

---- - - -_._--_._-

Sllbj~1 nf E"idencc. 

Yol. 

'--i---
Sngge::tcd alterntioll ~ in j,he Inw relnt ing VJ1. 

to ronrkcts. 
Law~ rel:ltillg to mnrkets in ~~Ilglnllll 1 T. 

Lil.WS relating to market s in Il'ehulfl 

As to nbllses in mllt'kl'ts gcucl1l11y 

Suppir and (listriblltion of food 

I 

l A SSiSltlllf C'ommissiouers as I ,·j~itl'lllJy them. 

j 

y 

I 
>Snl~ of cattle by lin: w(' iglit 

I 
I 

) 

, Jl'oreign markets, 

, 

I 

1 
-{ 

U. 

II. 

1I. 

VII. 

VII. 

VII. 

II. 

II. 

JI. 

V 1.1. 

11. 

VII. 

Vll . 

·VII. 

VJI. 

--------_._----

, 

1':1):"'" 

·1.S(i 

11 

50, Go, &; 17G 

137 

16:J, l75 

IB9,2lt 

liS, 188 

2G2, .114 

aou 

:126,320 

30:) 

2.!l, 257 



x.i 

II.-INQulHn:s which ha.ve heen held h y the ASSI STANT COMlUlSSIONERS. 

N'-'T£,-'Vhc~'c flU : L~t(! r i~k is 111'flfix~\( 1 t.o tlw Hilmi) or !l.. lJIal,kct" it, ,1cllotp.s ti lnt evidcnce;! WitS fll,.o I'ccci,c{l 
by ti n: Hoyal C()lI\ lIl i~siolU : I''' , 

'i'uwn. 
,·,,",,",'1;1 1;": In,p' ;!"y. 

i ----- ---------: 
Accl'illgtou ~ 

Antri lll 
ArJec 
Al'klow 
· Armagh 

Do. (IIUl)plcllIcnto.l) 
A shford 

Do. (supplcmcnhLI) 
A.sh ton -limIer-Lyllc 
AtlICIII'y 
.'lthlonc 
AtllY -
Ayl(!suuI'Y 

BaCilli 
13ngcllalstowll 
BlI l ln· i)..:'oiUl 
B nllina 
nullil lflslnc 
B tl 11 i l1WiItJ 
;'Il nl~llyd:u'e 
lluUymcll:L -

Do. (:lUl1)!clJlcllllll) 
.D:llIYIllOl1CY 
Ballymotc 
H:11lYllaltilleh 
Huilys imnl1011 
Ihltinglas,'1 
B a.nagher 
Banbl'idgL' 
Danbury 
Bnntry 
B o.l'mdcy 
Bo.rns t:Lplc 
Barrow -i 1I-li'urncBS 
B asinh"l'1toke 
Bath -
B ectivo 
Bedford 
B elturbet 
Berwick oil-Tweed 
Be,crIer 
Biucforcl 
RUston 
Birt' 'vide P W·/JOJlSt0101l . 

Elackburn 
Bln:ckpool 
Bodmin 
· Bolton 

no, (suwlomolltl\l ) 
Boyle 
-'Bl'aMOI'(I 
Braintree 
Bray -
Bridgwa.ter -
Bridport. 
Bt'ighton 

( 1. I\'l. ( 1hllplllfl.ll 

U. W. Janek -
U. l\', HIl~ck 
.J .• 1. O'Menra 
C. W. ma.ck 
C. w. Hh1Ck -
A. J. Ashton 
A .• J. Alihtou 
C. M. Chn.pnum 
.J .• 1. O 'M eo.m 
C. W. Bla.ck -
.J. .1. O'l\-i clIl'a 
A. S . Ashton 

U. 1\1:, Ohapman 
;1. .1'. O',i'fLcam 
.1 . • 1. O'Mt!:Im 
U. W. HI:le);: _ 
.1. :J. ()'}il o,:am 
U. W. HInck 
0 , W. 13hck 
0. W. llhu:k 
U. w. mack 
C, W. BIllck 
U. W. mack 
0. W . B ll~(lk 

U. W. H!:~ck 
,r..r. O':Mcum 
J . J'. O'Meam 

, C. W. Blnck 
.0. l\f. Olmpm:l1I 

· ,/. ,"j. O'MCltm -
O. M. Chaplllan 
A . .1. Ashton 
O. M . Cht\pman 
A. ,/. A8htoll 
A •• 1. Ashton -

· 0 . W. Bln~k 
0 . .M. Clmpmau 
C. W. Black 

· C. M. Ohapman 
· C . . M . Chapmrm 
A •• T. Ashtou 
A. J. Ashton -

C. 1\1. Chapnmu 
C. M. Uho.pllmn 
.A._ .r. Al:!hton 
C, M , Chapml1.11 
C. :M. Chn.pUlRD' 
C. W. Blnck 
c,. M. Chapman 

· A. ;r. A.slttoll 
J . • 1. O ' l\1CO,lll 

Ii.. ,T. Asht on 
A .• /, Ashton 
A. 3': A lIhton 

.-. __ ._- - -;------

Dale of Ioquiry 
ASIj;sl:lllt 

C{)mm i ssion (:r'~ 
Bl'porl . 

:?nn"t(:~ of 
;J!vi,h'DC(: t o.k(:lI 
:tt the J II'llliry, 

bl' lllg' htld. --- ---

.. __ . _____ . _____ ~~ P~gc. ,~\_'_.'_' --,-_P_,,_g_,. 
l Ith l\lay 18RD 
2;;1't1 .J 11110 1KS8 
1st AU~lI :';t U;t:!8 
t ~t 1>l!Cclllhcr lStiH 
11 th .June 1888 
13th & t5th Moty 1889 
10th .J uty I f.$8 -
30th April J 88!) 
gth May 1889 _ 
2ml Augm;t 188t! 
1·lth August 1888 
Hit\; August 18S~ 
16th J au Ull l'y ISK9 

Imll M:~y I HK!) 
7 Lh J>ecemlll!r IH8K 
lith ])eCGlllbol" Il::iB8 
7 th Angll};t 188l:i 
1 ~t . .It. Ilgu,.; 1: 1H88 
11th A11;,(llst I H88 
6 th Scpl.cmhol' 188B 
21lc1 .Julie 1888 
9th Ju ly 18!iB 
·1-I-h .June 1888 
221111 Augmt 1888 
:!18t .Jnllo 18SR 
261.h .f uly 1888 -
l:lt.b IJeccmUOl" 1.S88 _ 

. :l5t.lt .11111C 1888 
HHh .Tullc 1888 
Hlth AlIgm;t ] Ra8 
12t.h July IB~8 
10th JlLIllmry 1889 
2 ~U.h Augl1st 1988 
6th August 1889 
19th S' ~l)tornbel' 1888-
3rd Saptembel' 1888 
19th .Tuly 1888 
:l31'd .1 nly 1888 
31st August 188B 
20th September 1888 -
2nd January [889 
25th August 1888 
30th Mo.y 1889 

15th Mny l RS9 
31st July 1889 -
20th AugUi~t 1888 
30th March 18S!) 
l1th 'April 1889 
23nt August .18B8 
17th Augllf>t 1881:1 
25th July 1 8R8 
29th Novomber 1888 -
28th May 18t:sS -
8th September 1888 -
15th December 1 98S -

IX. 
V. 
V. 
X. 
V. 

III. 
VIII. 
IX. 
VI. 
y, 

. VI. 
VlII. 

I X. 
X. 
X. 
v. 
Vr. 
v. 
V. 
V. 
V. 
V. 
V . 
V. 
-Y. 
X . 
VI. 
v. 
IV. 
VI. 
IX. 

: Ill. 
IX. 
III. 

· III. 
V. 

IV. 
V. 

IV. 
· IX, 
· III. 
. VIII. 

IX. 
LX. 
III. 
IX. 
LX. 
V. 
rv 
III 
X. 

III 
III. 

VIII. 

450 
. 4 

n 
23 1 

2 

90 
194 
435 
2·13 

11 
294 

67 

HB 
269 
27S 

9 
230 
10 
18 

1 

1 
14 
:1 
7 

2H4 
99 
A 

2Hl 
189 
155 
219 
54 8 
385 
288 

6 
150 

16 
401 
85 

229 
208 

470 
-526 
Hl2 
234 
284 

14 
309 
124 
211 
24 

319 
. 22 

IX. 
V. 
V. 
X. 
V. 
X. 

111. 
VIII. 
IX. 
VI. 
V. 
VI. 

VIII. 

IX. x_ 
X. 
V. 
VI. 
V. 
V. 
V. 
V. 
V. 
V. 
V. 
V. 
X. 
VI. 
V. 
IV. 
VI. 
IX. 
III. 
IX. 
III. 
III. 
V . 
LV. 
V. 
IV. 
IX. 
lli. 

VIII. 

IX. 
LX. 
III. 
IX. 
IX. 
V. 
IV. 
Ill. 
X. 

Ill. 
III. 

VIII. 
b 2 

,J59 
1:1 2 
278 
232 
60 

9 
91 

194 
438 
24'.1: 
327 
295 

68 

451 
270 
279 
2S1 
232 
317 
412 
In 

184 
26 

356 
125 
236 
280 
100 
101 
223 
190 
158 
220 
5tH 
38.5 
289 
222 
166 
380 
404 
88 

229 
209 

474 
52D 
193 
238 
328 
360 
321 
125 
212 

26 
320 

22 



1\.1,,"11, 

:lirist ol -
Bruff · 
Burn ltly · 
Bur.~ lem - · 
Bunoo.-ou-Trent 
Bury - · 

CalliI' - · 
Cllhirci\'oon · 
CJlllau · 
CnmoonlC · · 
Cll!ubl'idgl! · 
Cuntel'bury - · 
Cnppuwh ite · 
·Carlisle - · 
Carlow · 
Carrickfcl'gus · 
Carrick~on-Sh Rnnon 
CalTick·on·Suir 
ell.s hel · 
Castlehnr -
Cnstlcblayney -
Castlccozne r 
Castleforrl 
C(L.!!t1ewellan 
Cavan 
c hard -
Churl4wiJIc • 
ChelmsfOl'd 
Chest.ertield 

hichestcr c 
c 
c 

'h ippenbam 
ho l'ley · 

Clam -
Clifden · 
Clones 
o lonmel · 
Cloync 
Cockermouth 
Colchestcr 
Colernine · 
Cook:; tQWII 
Coolehill · 
Connl ry 
Cl'oyuon · 

D nrlillgton 
Derby 
Devizes 

-
Devonport • 
Dewsbury 
Dingle · 
Doncaster 
Dorchester. 
Dover 

. 

Downpatrick 
Drogbeda. 
Dromore · 
Dudley 
Dunllnlk -
Dllnflluaglly 
Dungannon 
Dunh"'1l-rvnn 
Duog[oe 
.vurhUID 

dcnderry 
nnis 

E 
E 
E nniscortby 
Enniskillen 

· 

· 

· 

· 

· 

-

· 

· 

· 

· 

· 

-

· 

· 

· 

· 
· -
· 

· 

· 

· 

· 

· 

· 

· 
· 
· 

. 
-

· . 

· 
-

· 

· 

· 

· 

· 

-

· 
· 
· 

· 

· 

· 
· 
· 

· 

· 

i 
Assisltlnl Cornmi;~ iont'f 

eoodUCling Inquiry. 

- · A. J. A.shton -
· J. J. O'Menr:J, · 

· · C. M. Chllpmnn 

· A. J. Ashton · 
· · A. J . Ashton -

· C. M. Chnpman 

· · J .. J. O'l\Jcnrn · 
· J. J . O':\Ienrn 

· · J. J . O'I',rcat"a · 
· A. J . Ashton -

· · A .• J . A~hton · 
· A. J . Ashton-

· · .J. J . O'Uenrn · 
· O. l\f. C1Htpmuu 

· · J . J . O'.1\1C!lfIL · 
· C. W. Black -

· - C. W. Black · 
· J. J. O'l\fC'arn 

· · J. J . O'Meara. -
· C. W. Black -

· · C. W. Rlack · 
· J. J. O'Meara 

· - C. 711. Chupmnn 
· C. W. Black · 

· · C. W . Black -
· A. ,1. Ashton · 

J. J. O'Meara · 
· · .A . • 1. Ashton -

· A. J, Ashton · 
- A. J. Aslltoll • 

· · A. J . Ash ton · 
· C. M . ChapluRn 

· · J .. J, O'Uenro. · 
· J. J. U'Meara 

· - C. W . Bluck · 
· J . J. O'Meara 

· · J. J. O'Menrn -
· C . M. Ohnpman 

· - A. J . Ashton · 
- C, W. Dlnek . 

· · C. W. Black . 
- C. W. Rinck · 

· · A. J. A~htoll • 

· C. M. Chapman . 

· · C. M. Chnpmnn 
· A . . J. Ashtun -

· · .A, J. A~hton · 
· A. J. Ashton · 
- C. M. Chapmnn 
· J. J. O'Menrn • 

· · C . . M. Chnpman 
· A. J. Asllton · 

· · A. J, Ashton. 

· C, W. Bluck · 
· · C. W. ]j\tl.ci;. . 

· C. W. Black · 
· · A. J, A shton-

- C. W . Bla.ck · 
· · C. VV. Bla(:k" • 

· C. W. Black · 
· - .J. J. O'Meara 

- C . W. Black -
· · C. M. Chapman 

· J. J, O'Meara. · 
· · J, J. O'Meara 

- J. J'. O'Meara · 
· C. W. Rlncl~ ~ 

xu 

j) nt~ of hlfluiry 

I 

being held. 

· 15th October 18B8 -
· 15th )r Q\'cmbcr 1888 -
- 16th A pril I tH:lO -
· 23rd April 1889 -
- 16t.h F ebmnry I R89 · 
· 1st April 1889 · 

I 
2nd NO'l'"elllbet' 1888 • · I · 15th July IRKS • · 

- 17th December HISS 
- 18th August 1888 · 
- !Jth Fehruary HHlfI · 

4111 August 1888 · 
Hth Nonlmber 1888 . 

- 5th ,June 1888 · · 
· 14th December 1888 . 

· ilh J.lly 1888 · -
· 24th augllst 18t!8 · 
- 5tll NO'fcmoel" 1888 -
· 31st December 1888 · 
· 9Lh August 1888 · 
· ,'h'c! September 1888 · 
· 16th December 1888 • 
· 14th ,1anuary 1889 · 
· St.ll . ScptcmLer 1888 -
· 1st Scplembcr 181:18 · 
- 24th & 25th Muy 1888 
· 17th l\'oyember 1l:18,s· 
· 29th J line 188'3 • · 
· 16th l\'fllrch Wt)9 -
- 91.1i January 1889 -
· 14th :-:3cpt.emher 1888· 
· Rth April 1889 - · 
- 21st Augu st 1388 · 
· 25th A ngu st 1 88~ · 
- 5th September 1888 -
· 3rd N ovcmber 1888 · 
· 23rd November 1888 -
· 21 st neptember 1888 -
- :\Oth June 1~88 -
· 5th June 1888 - · 
· 26th June HI88 -
- 4th S('ptember 181=18 · 
· 5th F ebruary l a8H · 
· 19th July 1888 - · 

· 27th September I 1:18S'-
- 151.1! Febnlllry 1889 . 
· 13th ,september 18S~-
· 231'11 August 1888 -
· Uth Jauua,'y 1889 · 

6th August 1888 · 
· 15th In.nUtlI'Y 11:189 · 
· 6th September 1888 · 
- 21st July 1888 • · - 20th J uve 1888 · 
· 80th August 113'88 · 
- 191-h June 1888 -
· . 30th March 1889 · 
· 31 st July 1888 · 
· 23rfl July 1888 · - 25th .Tu De 1888 -
· 19r.h December lS~8 -
· Z,1th July 1888 - · 
- 18th September 1888 ~ 

· 31st August 1888 · 
· 8th June 1888 - . · 
· 4th December 1~88 · 
· Z7tj) July HISS -

-
Ass i ~lallt 

COlLlllli)l!Oiuncr',; 
It<.!po rt. 

Vo!. ! Page. _ 

Ill. 402 
X. 128 

IX. 3H 
Vnf. 180 
VIII. 130 
IX. 258 

X. {)9 
VI. 165 
X. 314 
HI. 183 

VUJ. III 
111. latl 
X. 121 
I V. .19 
X. 292 
V. 5 
V. 14 
X. 75 
X. 343 
V. 10 
V. 17 
X . 307 
L'. 170 
V. 18 
V. 17 
lII. I 
X. 113 
lIT . 72 

VIII. 156 
VII L 65 
III. 359 
IX. 311 
VI. :107 
VI. 338 
V. 18 
X. 67 
X. ll)5 
lV. HI 
Ill. 78 
V. 1 
V. 4 
V. 17 

V11I. 101 
IV. 142 

IV. 170 
VIlI. 122 
Ill. 352 
Ill. 214 
IX. 144 
VI. 264 
IX. 176 
Ill. 303 
lIT. J06 
V. a 
V. 15 
Y. a 

VIII. 2 10 
V. 8 
V. ; 
V. 4 
X. 32 1 
V. 7 

IV. 38 1 

VI. 347 
VI. 85 
X. 246 
V. 7 

Minutes of 
E"j,lcncc tukcu 
It the IIHltJ iry. , 

~r~~\b~" 
tiL 40:1 
X. 129 
IX. 377 

VITI. 180 
VIII. 130 
IX. 26 1 

X. GO 
VI . 166 
X. 315 
lIT. IH4 

VIII. liZ 
lB. 1:19 
X. J22 
IV. 42 
X. 294 
V. 177 
V. 361 
X. 76 
X. :J·i-l 
V. 304 
V. 301 
X. 30, 
IX. 172 
V. 'H4 
V. :JS-I 

111. 2 
X. I ·H, 
II r. 73 

VJJI. 156 
VIH. 66 
IlL 3GO 
IX. 31. 
Vr.. aos 
VI. 3:19 
V. 40-1 
X. ()8 
x. 195 
1.\'. 414 
III. 79 
V. 31 
V 146 
V. :l9G 

V Iii. 105 
IV. 14.S 

IV. 183 
VItr. 123 
J11. :353 
III. 215 
E. 147 
VI. 265 
IX. 179 
II!. 304 
Ill. 107 
V. 120 
V. 372 
V. 110 

VIlI. 210 
V. 271 
V. 228 
V. HI 
X. 323 
V. 230 

IV. 384 

VI. 
VI. 
X. 

·V. 

350 
89 

247 
24~ 



]~n n iIjLymon 

Exctcr 

Falmout h 
F:l.ri u:.:-c1on 
FCl'moy 
F leetwood 
pos to nl 
1<'rolllC 

G nlwny 
Glcllt.ics 
Gloucct;tur 
Gorcy 
Gort 
Gnl.nani 
Gmvct'Cll.d 
Guildford 

Hnlifax 

T~wTl. 

Hnnley 
H:ul'OgIl.te 
H!\!Itings 
Heckmondwike 
Heh~toll 
Hemcl 1:I r:lllp~ t !'fltl 
H crtfol"(l 
T-li:.:- IlI1ridgc. 
H ilcilin 
Uudtlcnsli r:hl 
"'Hnll " 
lIungcl'fllnl 

J\:111 1t lll'k 
J( {j\l~ 

Kt,nl1l lnH 
K eUl'riug 
](ic\uennin,;ter 
Kild1l1'e 
Kilk,lO 
]{ ilkmIll.Y 
Kil lllrncy 
Killorglill 
K ilmu.llock 
Kilrush . 
King,; L)'I1lI • 
Kingston·on-ThanwH 
IGII~ulc 
Kliurclll)()roligh 

LnnctlSter -
Lame 

,Lnuneeston 
Leeds 
Leek 
Leicoster 
L e ig hto n Buzzar.l 
Lctterkenn y 
Liehfie ld • 
L imll.yntly -
4Limedck -
LisbnrlL 

Do. (euppicmentnl) 
Lismore· • • 
Listowel 
Londooderry 
Longford • 
Lougtou 

AlSsistant COlllmil'6ioller 

cun,lucting Iuqui ry. 

• 1 . • 1. O'!\Icnm 
A. J . A:>litOD . 

A .• J. A~11ton 
C. 1\f . Chapman 
.1 .• 1. O' Mcar:a -
C. :\L Chapmnn 
C. W. Bln.ck -
A. J. Ash tan 

.J. J. O'Monm 
C. W. RhlCk . 
A. J. Ashton 
.J. J. O·Menrtl. 
J . J. O'l\Ienrll. 
C. W. Black -
A. J . Ashton 
C. ~L Chnpman 

C. ,,1. Chapmnn 
A . • T. As h ton 
C. l\f. Chnplllllll 
A. J . Ashton 
C. l\L Chapmnll 
A. J. Asbton 
A . • J. Allh ton· 
.A. J . Ashton 
A . • 1. Ashton· 
A . . 1. As hton 
C. l\f. Chajlman 
C. l\f. CI II\lmU~r l 
C. 1\1 . Chnpmnu 

.T . • J . O'M cnnl 
0 . W. Blnck . 
.J . J. O'!\{cam 
A. J . Ashton. 
A . • J. Ashton 
,1. J . O' ;o.1cnm 
.J . • J. O'Meara. 
.J. :r. O'Menra 
.J. J . O'Meara 
J . J . O'Meara 
J . • T. O'Meara. 
. J. .J . O'Mcnrtl. 
C. M. Clutpmnn 
C. :r •• l, Chapman· 
J . J . O ' :\'l enrllo 
C. M. Chapmau 

O. M. Chapman 
O. W. Blnck -
A. J . Ashton 
C. M. Chnpmnn 
A. J . Asb ton 
A. J. Asbton· 
C. M. Chnllm:m 
C. W . Bla.ek • 
A. J. Ashlon 
C. ·W. Blnck . 
.r. .1. O'Meru·1\. 
C. W. Blnck • 
C. W. Black 
J. J . O'M eara 
J . J . O'Meara 
C. \V. Blnck • 
C. W. Black 

. A. J . Ashton· 

xiii 

beiDg held . 

20th .June IS88 
315t August. l R8~ 

16th Aug ust lS8'i 
Ist, August 1888 
2nd .TIfIHmry IH8H 
h t A ugllst 18S9 
8th August HISS 
5th SIJptcmoor 1888 

22nd Augu~t 1888 
25t11 ,J uly 1888 · 
12th September, 1888 
3n.l December 18Sij 
28th J IInc 1888 . 
20tb August IS88 
14th J I11y 1 88~ 
9th July 1888 . 

30th August I AR8 
24th April 1889 
:Jnl St!pte mher 1888 
23rd .'1I1.I1I.1R .·y 1889 
8th .Tnnult.ry 188U 
15th August. 18S$ 
19th J 'nly )S88 -
24th .July 1888 
l Ith Septemher 1888· 
l!lth .T unc lI:U:lH 
lGth Augnst 1888 
28th Sf.pt.emhcr 1888 · 
3 L'lt .'July 1888 • 

!lH, Augu9t 1888 
17t.h July 1888 
10th .1uly 18BS 
H tll Dt..'CCltlbcr UIS8 
2~}th .i\brch 188t:! 
17th Aug ulit 1888 
18th September 18SH· 
7th N ovember 1888 • 
7th J uly 1888 -
·;th July 188~ 
16th N07CIIlbe r 1888· 
20(1 J uly 188Es • 
28th December 1888 . 
I Htb July 1888 • 
21s t NO"emher 18B8 . 
7th I n.n unry 1889 

ith August 1889 
11th July 188a 
22nd AuglJst 1888 
25th Sepoombct' 1888 -
'4th Mu.y ~889 • 
22 nd DCCflmbcr 1888 • 
24th .laly 1888 -
21st July 1888 
ht February 1889 
6~h June 1888 
7th J une 18RS • 
9th June 1888 
10 th .July 1888 -
20lh Decem\:rcr 1888 
6th J une 1889 • 
7th J une 1888 

Auis tant 
Colllluiuioncr's 

Hcport. 

Minutes of 
E"jthmc(! tnk"n 
li t th~ Imtuity. 

Ill. 
IV. 
X. 

I X. 
v. 
Ill. 

VI. 
v . 

Ill. 
X. 
VL 
V . 
nL 
IV. 

IV. 
VIII. 
IV. 

VII I. 
IX. 
nl. 
lI!. 
IlL 
IlL 
lIT. 
IV. 
IV. 
IV. 

VI. 
v. 
Vf. 

VIII. 
VHf. 

VI. 
V!. 
X. 
VI. 
VI. 
X. 
VI. 
IX. 
IV. 
X . 

IX. 

IX. 
V. 

III . . 
I V. 

VIII. 
VII!. 
IV. 
V. 

VIU. 
V. 

VI. 
V. 
V. 
X. 
VI. 
V. 
V. 

lGO 
l S~ 
:1·18 
;j·1I 

9 
298 

3 1 ~ 

7 
34 1 
239 
119 

13 
98 
8.3 

2·18 
1'6 
264 
"0 

1:12 
W3 
102 
lI6 
3:l4 

33 
HI!) 
457 
li 3 

272 
6 

IS4 
14 

159 
289 
>131 
96 

li~ 

157 
134 
143 
51 

13 1 
173 
121 

Ill . 
IV. 
X . 
IX. 
v. 

Ill. 

\ '1. 
V. 
IJ[. 
X. 
"1. 
V. 

II I. 
IV. 

I V. 
VIII . 
IV. 

V UI. 
IX. 
IlL 
III. 
n L 
IJI. 
II I. 
IV. 
IV. 
I V. 

VI. 
V . 
VI. 

VIII. 
Vll l. 
V I. 
VI. 
X. 
VI. 
V I. 
X. 
VI . 
IX. 
IV. 
X. 
IX. 

559 l X . 
13 V. 

209 III. 
433 IV. 
203 VIII. 
32 VIIJ. 

164 IV. 
7 V. 

92 VIII. 
1 V. 

57 VI. 
I v . 
6 V. 

335 X. 
4~ VI. 

1 V . 
14 V . 

gO 
ll'l.'-. 
:1,iO 
54;, 
302 
299 

315 
2:14 
3·12 
240 
121 
34i..l 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON MARKE1~ RIGHTS AND TOLLS. 

FINAL REPOHT. 

TO TH E QIJEEN'S MOST EXCELT,l~ NT MAJEST¥, 

MAY I'l' PLlMSg Youn. M MBS'l'Y, 

W E, the Qommissioners appointed to inquire into the quostion of M.1.rket Rights 
in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Irelaud, desire humbly tu la.y beforr. 
YonI' Ma.jesty 0111' Final Report. 

On the 5th J'uly 1887 we received Your Majesty's Commi.sion, and on the 21st J'uly 
1887 we hdd OUl~ first meeting . Since that date we have beld sixty-six lllcetiuO's, of 
Wllich fi va have been devoted to the consiueration of our proceedinO's. fifty ~ the 
tfLh,."in g of evidence, and the remainder to the consideration or our Hepo~t. 

Mr. Henry Broadhurst and Mr. ,JusLin McOarthy having respectively resigned their 
seats on this Commission, Your Majesty appointed Mr. James .AJlansoll Picton on the 
2nd J anuary 1888, and Mr. Pierce Mahony 011 18th April 1888, to fill the v.cancies. 

Immediately on the issne of Your Majesty's Commission, we prepared a series of 
questions calculated to cover the whole ground of our inquiry and to elicit the fullest 
information a~ to the managemont of markets, their cost, and the profits derived from 
tolls , rents, stall ages. and other sources of revenne. These questions we forwarded to 
every owner of market rights in England and Wales, and to the owners of certain 
selected market5 hl Scotln,lld rmd I reland. 

':Pho information received from the owners has been tabulated, and the results 'will 
be found in Volume XIII. , Parts I., II. , and III., which accompany our Report. 

We have received evidence from t.he owners of markets in Loudon, and from some 
of the more important owners of market rights in the provinces. The minutes of 
our proceedings are contained in Volumes II. and VII. , the latter of which we present 
to Your Majesty with this Report. 

We decided that our labours would be greatly facilitated if local inqllil'ies were 
held in many market towns i ll the country. With this view we appointed four 
Assistant Commissioners, two of whom were directed to hold inquiries in England, 
and t\VO conducted inquiries in Ireland. 

We reserved to olll'selves the right to inquire into t.he management of the markets 
in Dublin, Belfast, and Cork, and also to hold snch inquiries in Scotland as we deemed 
necessary. 

We held 50 inquiries, examined 195 witnesses, and asked 16,087 ques~on s. 
The Assistant Oommissioners in England held 171 inquiries, examined 2,074 

witnesses, a.n d asked 34,037 questions. 
1.'he Assistant Commissioners in Irela.nd held 143 inquiries, examined 992 witnesses, 

and asked 47,415 questions. 
Summarising these figures. 360 inquiries have been held, 3,261 witnesses have been 

examined, and 97,539 qllestions have been asked. 
. The minutes of the proceedings of the Assista.nt Commissioners are conta.ined in 
Volumes III., IV., V., VI., VIII., IX., and X., the last tbree of which accompany our 
Report . The first four volumes were presented to Your Majesty on the Nin th day of 
August 1888, with our First Report. , 

Amougst the witnesses we examined were Mr. S. B. Provi8~ C.B., an Assista.nt 
Secretary of the Local Govemment Board, England, and Mr. H. A. Robinsou, an 
Inspector of the Local Government Board, Ireland, who explained the laws relating to 
ma.rkets and fairs in the respective countries. 

We also examined Mr. Oharles Brsdlaugh, M.P., who raised the question of alleged 
.buses , in the existing market system, which led to Your Majesty issuing your Roya~ 
Commission. 
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Vol. II. 
Q. 29, 30. 

Vol. I. 

2 HOYAL COMMISSION ON rr,[ARKET RlGHT8 AND TOLLS : 

-VVe have inquired full y and exhaustively into the markets owned by the,Oorporation 
of London and we also examined the principal private owners of markets In London. 

W e desi~'e to acknowledge the willingness of the various Oorporations and private 
owners whom we examined toO assist our inquiries, though we regret to state that in 
certain instances information was refused bv some corporate bodies. 

We proceeded to Ireland in October 1888, and hel~l inquil'ies in Belfast, ~ub~i~l, a~d 
Cork, and in April 1889 we procee,ded tc: Scotland, where wo hel~ mqllll'le,s, III 

Edinburgh, Dundee, n,nd G~asgow, takmg eVld~n,ce. as to the ~arket~ U1 these CItIeS, 
and also as to the markets III Ayr, Perth, and Stu'hng, and Falku'k FaIl'. 

Through the courtesy of Your Majesty 's Secretary- of State for li'Ol'cign ~ffail's, ~nd 
Your Majesty's representatives abroad, :,'e have obtamed. sam? valuable and mterestlllg 
information as to the markets in ParIS, Brussels, Berlm, Vlenna, New York, Boston, 
Chica(To, a.s to the fairs held at Beaucaire, Leipzig, and Nijni Novgorod, and also as 
to th~ laws relating to markets generally in thoso countri~s rospe~tively. We ~leal 
with this subject in another part of our Report, and the lllformatlOn thus obtamed 
will be found in Volume XIV., which accompanies this Report . 

.A. precis of the whole of the evidence has been prepared, and this will be found in 
Volume XIL, which also accompanies our Report. 

We now proceed to review the evidence, following as far as possible the terms of 
Your Majesty's reference. 

A AtL1o.RKET, viewed in its strictly legal aspect, may be defined ns an o.uthorised 
public concourse of buyers and sellers of commodities meeting at a place. morc or less 
strictly limited or defined, at an appointed time. 

This definition excludes many so-called markets which are merc private n.ssociations 
or meet ings of traders and others, and also other marts or sales which are popularly 
cn.lled markets. . 

A MARKET RIGHT is a franchise or privilege to hold a market; to this is generally 
attached the right to levy tolls and other dues. 

Although the reference to this Oommission does not specifically name !l'AIRS, we have 
assumed that they may be dealt with as being within the meaning of the term 
"MARKETS," and have, therefore, included them in our inquiry. 

A FAIR bas been described as a larger market. 'l'hus in Oomyns' Digost we have 
the following definition :-" Every fair is a ma1'ket-not C contra-" therefom, when 
" any statute speaks of a fail', a market shOUld also be comprehended." 

The specific difference between a fair and a market appears to be that a fail' is held 
less frequently, it generally extends over a longer continuous period, and is of a more 
miscellaneous character than a market. It will be seen hereafter tho.t difficultios have 
arisen in consequence of the Local Government Board having been advised by the 
Law Officers of the Orown that the powers of sanitarv authorities with l'e(Tard to 
markets do not extend to faITS. . ~ 0 

Of both MAltKETS and FAIRS it may be said that there are th.reo charactel'istic and 
essential elements. 

1. An authority conceded, 
2. A place more 01' less defined, and 
3 . .A. time specified. 

On these three subjects it' is proposed to offer some observations, but befol'e 
approaching the question ~£ the authority by whioh markets are now established, 
it will be desirable to take a brief survey of the history of markets and fairs. 

'fhis /.ortion of the subject has been fully investigated under our authority · by 
Mr. C. . Elton, Q.C., M.P., a member of this Commission, and Mr. B. F. C. Costelloe, 
an Assistant Oommissioner, and their interesting and valuable, report, with an appendix 
of oharters and records, h"" been already presented to Your Majesty. 

In this Report the origin of markets and fairs is traoed out,. and the several .taae, 
in their growth and development are described. 0 

Wo.e must content ourselves with a few e~tracts from ,this volume. and refer those 
who desire to examine the subject further to the volume itself. . 

In this report th!3re' is abundan.t evjdence tha.t in various countries and from a very 
remote period, the State has olaimed and exeroised the prerogat ive right of establishing 
markets. 
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The ancient rocords of th is kingdom show 8 continuous series of grauts of market 
righ t~ fl'om tho Cl'OW?, and, the rolls of the courts of law f urnish numerous instances 
of the jea.lous care with wrnch the Crown has guarded its own rights ; protected the 
rights of its grantees, and on the other hand restrained them from abusing the 
privileges tbey possessed. 

O RIGIN AND H IS1'ORY OF MARKETS. 

Markets of. Bome SOIt, or opportunities for. bartering rmd oxcha.nging goorls must 
ht~ve boon no necossity in the most p1'imitive stages of a civilised community, (\nd it 
is eMY to imagine that tho State, from the earliest days, found it desirable to pl'o tect 
n.nd fostel' sllch markets, auel, as society became more organised. to extend and increase 
thom. 

In the Report to which we havo l'eforred, it is stated t hat-
"MARKI:.~I.'S and fairs tue probably quite distinct in t hoir origin. l1.lthough the logal V ol. T., p. j. 

" CO lJsidern.tions governing them have come to be so fal' analogous tha.t they are 
frequent ly classed together." 

And subsequently that whil<>-
"The f:1ir appears then to have been originally au iURtitutioll derived from ancient v(/!. 1., p. 7. 

" tribal and l1::~tion!l.l llsn.ges expa.uding in later t imes with the growth of t he royal 
" preroaative and the increasing necessities of commerce; the market, on the other 
" hrmd,o bears obvious signs of having been modelled on the rules of t.he Civil 
Jolaw." 

" Before tho close of the Republic. the Senate claimed and exercised a. jUl'isdiction Vol. 1.. V. 7. 
" to grant or rofu se market rights. and a passage in Pliny's letters (Epist. y, 4), shows 
., that neighbouring Municipia were entitled to be hel\I'd by counsel aga.inst the 
II a.pplication of the landowner in a way which closely resembles our later system 
" of inquisitions ' ad quod damnum' ." 

At a. later period it is found that-
.. 'l'he Frankish Kings, and nftel'wards the Emperors, exercised a prerogat ive Vol. 1" p. 9. 

" jurisdiction over nll mllttors of trade rmd traffic, including the right of establishing 
" markets and fairs, and of exaoting tolls on transport and on sales within particular 
" districts ; n,l\{l tho privilege was one of that k ind w bioh could be detached f rom the 
" other l;ights of tho Cl'own and t l'allsferred as a franohise into the posdesslo11 of a 
I: subject." 

Coming then to the history of our own country. 
"We find in like manner that in tho early English kingdoms the right of holding Vol. 1.. 

" markets wa.s among the j'll.1'llr regalia whioh might be made matter of grant. • (rho pp. 9 , 10, 
.. . grant of a market,' says Keoble, . with power to levy tolls and exercise police 
... authority therein was a l'oya.lty in the period of the consolidated monarchy.' 
" CloEely connected with it was the right to keep a private beam or steelyard. a yard 
H meaSU'I'e, and bushel , . . . . . In close connection with these rights was 
" the system of ex~cting ~lls ill p~rts and ~arbours. and upon transport. by roads, 
" bridges, and navIga.ble rIvers, whICh. both In England and on the contment , the 
.. kings might either remit in favour :of individuals, or might empower an individua1 
.. to take, 'thus, in the first instanoe, orea.ting for them a. commercial monopoly of the 
co , greatest value by enabling them to enter the market on terms of a.dvantage.' " 

Several instances of e";'ly grants from the Crown .given in the Report throw light on 
the nature of the rights conferred, and the . oonclu~on is rea.c~ed tha.t--

"The English inarket system grew up by me.ans of royal grants of monopolies t" 
" individuals j even when the ' franchise was enjoyed by a corp9ration, it s origil1 was 
.. independent in theory of the ordinary municipal privileges." 

, .' FAIRS. 

Vol. L, 
pp. 11, 12, 
33, 34, 
Vol . I.,p. 26 . 

With regard to fairs ... e extraot; the followingl""sages from this Report : . 
H The word ' fair' appears to be properly use to include what Ooke spea.ks of ~s a Vol. L, p. 1. 

"mart. It signifies a. gathering a.t the time of one of the ·annua.l feasts and seems to 
" derive its name not from" /0"1"I.JIfn " but from H f~," which is the proper ecclesia·sticBi 
u term £01' a saint's day.: The feasts 'or wakes of t.he patron· saints 01: the villages ..01' 

U districts may , in some caaea represent a continuation of pagan festivals ' allowed to 
U survive from motives of public policy." . 
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Vol. I., p. 1. 

Vol. I., p. 7. 

vol. T., p. 4. 

Vol. I ., p. 4. 

Vol. I., p. 4. 

·Vol. II., 
Q.3. 

-\ nOYAJ> CQ)nnsSlO~ ON llAHKET lUO Il TS AND '1'O I. I.S : 

* " 
., ~l'hel'e are early records which show that the gatherings at .such festivals 'VO I'O lI selI 

" not only for reliO'jous purposes, but also fol' pleasure and husmess, antI wero from the 
" heginning speci:11y utilised for the purposes of t.rade and cOlllmerce." 

(: QQ. * ¢ Q 

" 'l'be concourse of persons from a distance on these occasions appears to IHw e heon 
II facilit,ated from very early times by provisions for proclaiming n. special 'truce,' 
" ",,,hi(jh were directly perpetuated in the so·called ' Peace of the li'air,' or the 'P/,cvu, 
H "cgfs; sucb as that referl'ed to in the Domesday account of Dover.': . 

The Peace of the Fail' is fur ther elucidated by n. reference to tho Scottish bw of the 
foul' Burghs. . . . . 

I' This is the Ordina.nce of the Peace of FaIl'S III a Royal Burgh on the luther stde of 
n the ",vater of Forth, to wit: That from the time wllen the ·Pea.ce of tho Fail' is 
" proclaimed no man be taken nor attached within the t ime of that Fair, either in 
.. coming to t.he Fail' 01' in passing tbence 01' in sojourning in the Fair itself, unless be 
" has broken the Penco of the ]?air, 01' unless he be an outlaW' of th~ LOl'd King or the 
" King's trai tor, or such a .misdoer as the Poace of Holy Chll~'ch oug~t not to save. 
" And if he be SUCll a lTIlsdoel' or have hroken the Pence of the Fall' he shaH be 
., attnched securely until the Moot of that Fair, und there he shall staud fo,' his right, 
" and justice shall be done in the ms,tOOr whereof he has been charged." 

to Fairs may ind~cd have been institutions of considerable importance with respect 0 
u their influence on the course of trade and the development of mercantilo law. As 
" has been already suggested, they seem to have cOlltribl1ted to secure the peace of 
" the roads, and to have established times of local ' truce.' Thoy had their own law 
" COUrtS, and the fact that these courts a.cted with the aid and for the benefit of 
" 'merohants from all parts l must have tended to consoliuate the mercantile law." 

"There is very little reference to fairs in the collect.ions of laws or other authorities 
" relat ing to .the period of English history preceding the Normn,n Conqnest, a.lthough 
II there is no reason to doubt that such annual gatherings took place in many pmts of 
.. England throughout the whole period between the establishment of the'l'eutonic 
" kingdoms in England and the imposition of the Norman Constitution," . . . . 
" Ciroumstances lead us to infer t.hat such fairs as existed before tho Norman eOUct uest 
., were of little pecuniary value." 

"There can, however, be no doubt that after the Norman Oonquest tIm fair was 
" t reateel as a valuable franchise derived from the prerogative of the Crowll, fmd 
" yielding a revenue in tolls and other profits to th e King 01' the gra.ntee of the 
II franchise." . . . 

.. With the development of foreign trade under the Plantagcnet Kings tho system of 
" annual fairs undoubtedly attainen a great importance. The :ulvantage of the fail' 
" was of a double character. It supplied, as Professor Rogers says, • a markot in 
" , which goods which could not be found in the ordinary town market would be 
" • procurable. and in which there would be a wider market for ordinary goods.' 
" The value of the franchise was as great to the to,,' ... n traders as to tho foreign 
" merchants and chapmen." 

The .impor~ance and value of fairs must h~ve been greatly increased by tho special 
protectIOn whlCh was a.fforded to those on theIr way to, at, and from a fa.ir . And if, 
as irs suggested, the law of U market overt >I grew out of the practices of merchants at 
fairs, these gatherings contributed to lay the foundations of the market system. 

INOIDEN'J~S AND CuSTOMS OF FAIRS AND MARKETS.-CUSTOM OF MARKET OVERT. 

H Although nothing directly bearing on this point is found in our insular codes, there 
H is a statement as to the German fairs in the ninth century, which shows that the 
" usage was well known on the continent. This statement is found in the works of 
" Notker, one of the St. Gall writers, living about 8:50 A.D., who says that' merchants 
" • contend that the purchase which is made at an annual fai r should be valid, 
" ' whether it be just or unjust, because it is their custom.' II 

On this subject Mr. G. P. Goldney, the Oity ltemembrancer, gives the following 
eVIdence ;-

U In old times there was aJso another very considerable benefit to be derived from 
" them. (i.e., markets) and that waa that, where .. in the private s.l. of goods the 
U vendor could give no better title t.a the goods than he himself possessed, and 
II therefore the purchaser would by law be compelled to restore them to anyone who 
u could prove a better title, by sale in what was called I ma.rket overt ' the purchaser 
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" acquired. a pe~'foctly good t itle, of ~ourse direct fraud being supposed to be absent. 
" It was ior thlS purpose, as state d LD the legal treatise known as . ffhe Mirro1' c.f 
" Justice ' (attributed to.a cel'tait;t Andrew Hor~e, an eminent citizen and fish monger. 
" who a~so ser~TtlCl the offi~e of Oity Cha~nberlalll and died in 1328). that to lls were 
" estabhshed ~n 1ll .:t1'~ets III oreler to testlfy t.be mab.ing of contracts; and there is no 
" doubt that 111 old tuueR all mal'keb bargains were mnde before an official, whethe!' 
" the Reeve, or s?me person I1ppointed by him, or, in many cases, before two or three 
"wit!lcsses. I t 1S a.l so undoubtedly the cas.e that. in Saxon times private contracts 
" above the value of twenty l)ence were entlrely dlscolmtenanced, and everything of 
" :t superior value was obliged to be solel before witnesses." 

And on the Sf1me point Messrs. Elton and Costelloe obse.rve as follows ;_ 
" rl'be. laws o~ I na had provid~u, as early a::; A.D. 690, that no one sbonl rl buy Vol. 1., p. \ ..... 

f. fl.nythmg outsIde (~ tOWll except 111 the pl'esence of credible men. Almost all the 
" early English codes provided for puhliC':it,y of sales." 

" In the course of the 10th century an effor t appears to have been made to prevent 
" all buying and selling, even of cnttle, except in a market town . . . In the 
" laws of Athels t~m, passed at the Witan of Greatanlea about 925 A.D ., it is enacted, 
u that none shan buy any property without port, . . but the bargain shall be 
" within port, on the witness of the Portreeve or other unlying man, or with the 
H niter witness of the reeves at the folc-mote. This severe enactment was, however, 
" repealed within 10 years " 

" frhe laws attributed to William the Conqueror reverted to the severe legiSlation Voi . T' oIl. l.'i. 
" of the carlier kings, bargains and sales outside the towns being prohibited, :tnd ~·et:aho p. 33· 
" being only allowed in any cnsa if mnde before three credible witnesses, on pain of 
H losing the value of the purchase (if claimed) and paying a :fine besides. AccordinO' 
" to the oxtant version of these laws in the so·calleel • Charter of the Conqueror,' sale~ 
j' were only allowed to take place in cities, boroughs, walled towns, castles, and other 
" safe places, where thero wns suffioient good government and security to ensuro 
" respect for t~o authority of the common law aud the maintenance of the r ights 
" of the Crown. 'rhe reasons here given for the supposed prohibi tion of count.ry 
" m:trkets may be due to au afterthought of the Norman lawyers, the principlo of tho 
.; English laws on t·ho subject h~Lving been based On the expedienoy of baving a 
" special class of witllo~l:icS for the transfer of property." 

'r OLL. 

" It is p08Siblc thn.t at ono time the franchise called' t ol' or' theloneum' mny :havc Vol. f., p. 16. 
" included tbe libel'r,y of setting up markets and regulating trade throughout an the 
U lands belonging to the granteo of the privilege. But it is olear tha t in the lUh 
" century the principle had been adopted, whether it was formn.l1y enacted by William 
" the Conqueror or not, that markets and tolls should be confined to those places 
" which wore appropriated to such uses by custom or charter, or which should 
" thereafter be so appropriated by the King or a mesne lord acting under authority 
" delegated by the Crown." 

Although toll is not incident to a fair or market without a special grant, it is 
probable t ll at few market owners were without this right, which with other d lIes ~u(lh 
as stallage and IJiccage rendered the privilege valuable j but even independently of 
any value which a market or fair might possess as Do souroe of revenue, it can be easily 
understood that the indirect advantages of a monopoly of this character were such that 
a charter or grant from the Crown conferring the right to establish a market was 
eagerly sought for. 

COURT 01' Pm-PouDRE. 

An ordinary incident of a market or fair was the Court of Pye Poudre, which was 
".A. court of summary jurisdiction,· as to contracts in the market or fair for , goons '-c.=-m-yn-.'-' 

" there brought and sold, for battery or disturbance there, or for words to the slandel' Digest. (I. v. 

II of wares in of the market there." "Market." 

'1'he Court is df~scribed by Blackstone in his Commentaries as 
.. A. court of record inoident to every fair and market of whioh the steward of him 

U who owns 01' had the toll of the market is the judge and its jurisdiction extends 
" to administer justice for all commercial injuries done in that very fa.ir or market and 
.. not in any preceding one, so that the injury must be done complained of heard and 
Ii determined within the compa·ss of one and the same day unless the fair continues 
" longer." 
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Vol. II., 
Q. 859. 

Liber Albus, 
Vol. I .. p. 46. 

Vol. l.,p.G3. 

Vol. II., 
i,!. 859. 

Vol. 1., 
p. 108. 

p. 132. 

6 nOYAT, co:m.nSSlOJ'l,· ox MARKBT R1~nTS AND TOLLS : 

This Court is now practically obsolete, though we have l'eceived some evidolJco of a. 
Court known as the 'folsey Court, being hdd at Bristol as la.~ ~s tho yea.1' ~885, a.nd 
we may refer to the statute of 17 Eel IV. cap. 2 as descrIbmg the dutnes to be 
performed at such Courts. 

It has been already noted that closely connected with the right of holding • mnrke~ 
was t hat of keeping stalldnrd weights a.nd n;teasures, and It ma.y be added. that the 
market owners, in some cases at least, pl'oVlded swOJ~ lUe~rs for measnrJ1lg cloth, 
corn, salt, &c. It was :l.ppal'ently their duty ~ eX8Dlme wOlqhts ~nd measures and 
to bold llssize of cloth and bread a.nd rue, and lD tho proceedIngs 111 Quo Wa.l'ranto, 
owners al'e called in question for .not keeI:ing tumb~'~l a?d. pillory for .the corporal 
punishment of offenders, or for taklllg fines In place of mf:ltctmg such pUlllshllltlnt. 

By the statute of Nortbampton 2 Edw. III. c. 15, the Lord of a fuir was bonnd at 
its commencement to pubhsh the tIme for whIch. It was to. cont lllUc, and t~ese 
proclamations were apparently made the opportumty for lay-mg ~oWll regnlatlons 
foJ' the peace and order of the fairs. i'1r. W. Ca~~on produced in evulence a copy ?f 
a proclamation still used, and made by the bailiff of thc Manor of Broughton In 

Furness. 

GRANTS OF MARKETS AND FAIRS. 

Tho calendar of grants of market and faiTs given in Vol. I., cout..'1.i.ns a. list of more 
thau 2,800 "'rants .in about 285 years [A.D. 1199-1483]' More than half of these 
were made in the first 74 years of the period, viz., dUl'illg the reigns of John and 
lienry 3rd. 

Specimens of similar grants in the 17th & 18th centuries are given in the 
Appendix to Vol. 1., and a complete list of those recorded in tho Patent Rolls since 
A.D. 1700 is given in the Appendix to our Report. 

INQUISITIONS CONCERNING MARKETS AND FAIRS. 

"'fhe records called tbe Huncb:ed Rolls a·nd the Placita de Quo Warranto contain 
Vol. I., p. 22 . .. a considerable amount of informa.tion as to the development of our market system . 

. , One of tho first .Acts of ~dwal'd I . on his return to England from the Crusade 
U was to inquire into the state of the royal demesnes, and of the rights and revenues 
" of the Crown, including an inquiry into the conduct of the sheriffs an(l other 
.. officers who might have <}efrauded the Crown or oppressed the people by exactions. 
" Among the Articles ' into which the justices itinerant inquired in their ordinary 
H septennial circuits there were many which bore on questions of trade and commerce. 
II Among the new pleas to be inquired into were those relating to 
" weights and measures : to the sale of wille in breach of the Maizo in cities, 
U boroughs, and other market towns : to the levying of new tolls and customs: to 
" the change of markets from one day to another without the King's licence, 
" unless the change were from a Sunday to a week day: and to the erection of 
H llew markets without the royal licence and authority. . . . . '1'ho King 
.. issued a. special commission directing the justiciaries to make inquiry (inter alia,) 
H into. liberties, fairs, mo.l'kets, &0. . . . . . . The juries had power to make 
" presentments as to all cases of the exaction of illegal tolls, 01' as to interference 
II ,vith trade by improper claims of rights as to fairs and markets. '1'he Commissioners 
.. baving in the next year returned their rolls of inquisitions . . certain 
"rolls were cb'awn up, containing a selection under · the denomination of 
" 'Extracts.'''. 

"The Hnndred Rolls taken under a special cOIlIlIlission of the 7th year of 
V 01. r., p. 23. .; 1 Edward 1., also form a va uable survey of certain counties. . . . . The Statute 

" of Gloucester, enacted in the 6th year of the reign of Edward 1., of which the first 
" part r elates to liberties and franchises, appears to have been based upon the 
" inquisitions taken under the comm.ission issued at · the beginning of the reign 

Vol.I., p.23. H. • • • • • By virtue of ita provisions proceedings were instituted against 
.. a. grea.t Dumper of persons as to whom the juries had presented that their 
.. franchises were illegally cla.imed, or that the title thereto was .unknown, the 
. .: pa.rties being summoned to answer in proceedings on Quo W wrranto by wh&t 
" title they claimed to h.ve the r ights as to whioh the presentments had beeD 
":uade. '1.'he rolls of the pleadings in answer to these oharges. and the judgments 
" thereon f or ~he reign of Edward I . and his two immediate successors are known 
" M the' Placita de Quo Warr.nto,' and were printed by command under ' .that ti~ 



FINAL REPORT. 7 

" in 1818. Specimen ox tracts from the Records themselves will be found in the 
,. Appendix to Vol. l." Vol. I.,p. 63 • 

.Among the sub jects of co~pln.int specified in these pleas are the setting up of 
illegal markef:R- of rna.rkots wIthout warrant--of markets to the prejudice of t he 
King 01' others who were Owners of markets in the neiO'hbourhood-of the exaction 
of illegal, inCl:easeLl. or new tolls-of the taking toll at improper times and places-of 
the demand of toll from those who claim to be toll free, &c. 

In one instn.nce, .at least, the offence appear to have been not holdinoo the market Voi.I.,pp.23, 
and fair, for the verdict was, tha.t the owner had kept the market and fait as far as it 5;-G2, {j4. 
lay in his power, for it often happened that none ca.me there to do business . 

.As an indication of tho classes who owned or claimed markets ani! fairs at thiS 
period, it mn.y be not ed that in the entries f rom the Quo Wan 'anto Rolls, the claimants 
were as follows :-

Private or 'individual owners _ 
Religious houses 01' church dignitaries 
Burgesses and associations of merchants 
Claimants not distinguished 

202 
116 

15 
32 

365 

By means of these inquisitions, the duties of market owners were enforced, and 
the public and the honest trader were protected and benefited, and if the O\vners had 
received in the grant a privilege artd monopoly they were called upon to discharge 
public duties in re turn for their rights. Mr. Casson urges this point in ills Evidence . 

.. 'rhe common law text books state very clAarly that originally market owners II 
d 1 Th

' VoL ., 
.. were require to perform certain ( uties. e prmcipal among these was the Q. 859. 
" settlement of disputes, and in other ways they were required to protect the market 
" generally against inroad and of course in turbulent times they undertook the 
" protection of the people and of the goods in the market:' 

MARKET MONOPOLY. 

'rhe franchise of n bil' or ma.rket being recognised as a monopoly and vnJl1(\blc 
privilege the owners naturally objected to any extension of similar privileges to a 
pla.ce in their own neighbourhood which might compete with them . 

• , There was everywhere great jealousy of the invasion of a profitable monopoly by Vol. J., p. 21. 
" the usurpation of new trading privileges. Whenever any grant of a new market 01' 

.. toll was solicited from the Crown it was necessary to inquire by a j ury on a writ 
" ad quod diLmnwm, whether the grant was prejudical to the King or to others in case 
" it should be ma .. de, and the charters of grant werA fI'amed with n. ~aving clause to 
" protect the interests of the owners of neighbouring markets. Bracton, in his treat ise 
.. De Legibus (f. 2~~5), states that a market would be a nuisance if set up within six 
" miles and two-thirds of a mile from the site of an existing market. His r enson for 
" selecting this limit was that an ordinary day's walk may be taken at 20 miles, and 
" that dividing the time into three portions, the morning will be used in going to 
.. market, the middle of the day in buying and selling, and the other third part of 
.. the time in returning home . . He observes that the time allowed £01' business may 
II not be enough for the' mercatores stellati,' or chapmen exposing their wares on 
" stalls, and he points out that the market folk had to get home by daylight, because 
., of.the abundance of robbers." . 

It has been already stated that tho English market system grew up by means of 
Royal grants,and it may be said broadly that " mtil a .comparatively recent peri,od ,the 
ordinary means by which. market was established 'was by sohCltmg and obtallllDg a 
grant from the Crown. 

But some notice may here be .taken of the concurrent action occasionally taken by 
Parliament, as in the first year of Edward the Third, when a statute oharter confirmed 
the liberties, customs, and privileges of the city of'London, and granted that no market 
within" seven m~es roundabout the af<?r~8aid city s~al1 be .granted ~y us. or our heIrs 
to anyone." This Charter haa, been cntically exammed and expoun~ed In the Hous€> 
of 'Lords by the Lords of Appeal in the Teeent case of The, Gr~at 'Eastern Railway 
Oompany v. 'Gold.mid. ", ' ,', , , 
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s UOYAL COll:UISsION .VI);' )L\.UKl'!T RlU lI 'l'ti AND TOLL~ : 

L urd Selborne (L.C.) in giving judgment said- n ' . ' 
.. The document of the first year of Edw",rd the Ihml may, I think, p~rhaps bo 

c; justly reckoned, allowing for the differeD:?e of . the ~sage of very anCient tImes. fl:om 
.; that of the times i ll which we live, as bomg eIther III the same ca.tegory, 01' a sImilar 
" category, wi.th those statut.es which we now cnll pr ivnte or loca.l and personal Acts of 
" Parliament." 

And Lord Blackburll and Lord Fitzgernld concurred in this view. The forme r spoke 
of this Charter as granting nothing but what the King could have granted himself by 
prerogative. . . . . 

'1'be Rolls of Pa.rliament record several grants of markets and fmrs, some of WhlCh 
are apparently an .en.rolment of Obarters f~'om the Crown. 11here ,are also conc,essions 
to O'rantees permlttmg t.hom to change ~lt,her the pla~e 0 1' the tn;ne for holdmg the 
madet or fail'. frhe famous fair at Wmcbester bavmg been seIzed by the Crown 
l!i !;cheator bp,ca.use it had been kept beyond its proper term was l'e-gra.nted to its former 
owner. Markets which had been set up to the injury of other lawful markets were put 
down j various complaints on the subject of markets were ordered to be inquired into, 
and in one case- that of the Recwr of Wigan. who compla.ined of an infringement of 
his riO'h ts by the burgesses of the toWll-the complainant was referred to the Law 
Court; for a. remedy, 

An eutry on the Rolls of the 21 Edward 1. indicates a disposition on the part of 
Parliament to question the right of grantees to give, sell. OJ' otherwise concede to 
strangers t,he franchises which bad been granted to them. In reply the King's 
prerogative is strongly asserted; the matter is referred to the judges and does not 
appear to ba\"e been folll,)wed up. 

Whatever opinion may be enter tained as to the action of P a.rliament in these cases 
it seems unquestionable that the Sovereign, by his prerogative r ight, and witbout nny 
reference to Parliament., granted market a.nd fair rights frOlll an early period down to 
the present reign. 

The calendar of applica.tions for grants of marktlts and fairs, and of the grants 
thereof enrolled on the P atent Rolls between 1700 and 1846 A.D., to which we have 
referred, has been compiled for us from materials in the Public Record Office, from 
which it will appear that the actual number of grants during that periud was incoD~ 
siderable. Leaving out of account these grants which confirmed, extended, or varied 
rights previously existing. we have in Engla.nd and Wales. exclusive of the metI'opoli~, 
only 24 markets created during 147 years ; while during the 46 year . of this present 
cent ury only 11 grants have been made. Two of these were gra,nts of markets in the 
metropolis; three extended existing rights j and in three of the remaining instances no 
markets are now in existence. 

'rhe mode of procedure in the case of an a.pplication for a. grant from the Crown is 
thus described in the 2nd report of the Deputy Keeper of the Public Records (1841) . 

.. Grants of markets require the ancient process of a wr it ad quod damnum, which is 
.. issued by the clerk of the petty bag as cursiter. The authority for this writ is the 
" fiat of the Attorney·Genel'tl-I, which is granted very much as a matter of course. The 
" writ is directed to the sheriff of the county, and the verdict or inquisition of the jury 
:: being that Your Majesty's grant w~ not be to the damage of Your Majesty 0 1' your 
" beges It IS re~UI'ned mto ~h~ petty oag office . . The pa.r ty then applies by pennission 

to Your MaJesty tran~mrttlDg a.t the same tune an office copy of the inquisition, 
" An order of reference IS t,hen made to the Attorney-General as to the expediency of 
., granting the market, and if the report be fa.vonrable Your Majesty's warrant follows ." 

While, however, the prerogative right of the Orown h as never been forma.lly 
surrendered, Parliament ha.s freoly sanctioned the establishment of new markets, both 
by speeiallocal Acj,s and by generaJ Je'l"islution. 

It would be difficult to state what was the earliest instance of a.n establishment of a 
new market by Act of Parliament. Many of the Acts relating to markets oonfirmed 
or extended existing rights, or sanctioned the transfer of suoh r ights from individuals 
to iocal authorities, or to private trading companies. 

M ODERN L EGfSLATION. 

'l'he passing of the .Looal Government Act of 1858 may be ,aid to have inaugurated 
a new era In the history of markets, smce It gave to local authorities conditionsl 
powers to eRtablish marke",. . 

Before t he passing of this Act, the " Markets and Fairs Clauses Act, 1847," had 
forillulat.ed • Bcheme for the establishment and regulation of markets, but its application 
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was limited to those cases where its provisions should subsequently be incorporated 
in an Act of Pa.rliament. 'l'he object and scope of this Act are thus defined in the 
Preamble theret,o :-
" "Wh?reas. it is exp.e~ien~ to compriso . i!1 One Act sundry Provisions usually 

contallled m Acts of ParlIament authorismg the Construction or Reo-ulation of 
" Mar~e~ an~ Fairs, aod that as well for ~.voidiDg the Necessity of rep:ating such 
" ProvlsJOns ~n tln~h o.f the sever~l.Acts relatmg to such Unuertakings as for ensuring 
.1 greater U mformlty In the ProvIsIOns themselves. Be it enacted ; &c. 

• * * * * c * 
"This Act shall extend only to snch Markets or Fairs as shall be authorised by any 

" Act of Parlmment hereafter to be passed which shaU declal'll that this Act shall be 
II incorporated therewith." 

Some of the Clauses of this Act were subsequently incorporated in the Local 
Government Act, 1858, and afterward. in the Public Health Act, 1875. 

'llhe last-named Act hus superseded the Act of 1858, a.nd being- now in fo l'co it will 
be desira.ble to state what fl,re the powers conferred by it on public bodies WIt.h regard 
to markot8. 

A Digest of these provisions was h (\nded in by Mr. S. B. Provis, C.B., Assistant Vol. 11., 
Secretary to the Local Government Board, and his evidence may be referred to. Q. 3-64. 

Ree also The Act empowers Local Authorities under certain condi tions to establish markets- Appendix to 
to acquire, by purchase, or lease, public or private rights in markets and ton s ;-to this Report. 
purchase or take on lease lands ;-to provide buildings and all matters aud tbings that 
may be necessary for the convenient use of t.he market ;- to make byelawB for the 
regulation and management of markets ;-aud to take stallages, rents, and tolls for the 
us. of the market. 

'rhe Local Authori ties, upon whom these powerfl. are confelTeiJ , are practically Vol.Il., Q.7. 
Urban SanitQ..ry Authorities, which include Boroughs. Improvemen t Act districts, (i .e., 
districts constituted by local Acts und~r Improvement Commissionl:!,) an d. Local 
Government Districts (i.e., districts formed under the Public Health .Act, 1875). 

'1'he authorities of H.urnl Sunitn,ry Distriots, which include t.be whole of England and Vol.U.,Q.64. 
Wales not within a.n Urbn,n SfLflital'Y District or the Metropolis, ·may be invested by ~ho 
Loca.l Government Bon.rd with nll or any of the pow~rs of Urbal1Authorities j but the 
Board have never exercisod thi s power, partly because they have very rarely been 
asked to do so, but also for other reasons which are stated by Mr. Proviso 

In the case of a. Borough it il) necessary that tho T own Council should obtain the 
consent of two-thirds of tha.t body in order to enable them to exercise the powers 
conferred by the Public H ealth Act. Improvement Commissioners and Local Boards Vol. H ., 
must, ill like manner, obtain the consent of the owners and l'atepayers at fL meeting Q. 11 , 12. 
convened for the pm·pose, on the requisition of 20 owners or ratepayers. 

The powers of the Local Authorities are, however, limited by section 166 of the Act, Vo!.l l., 
which oxpl'essly pl'oyjdes tbat no market sholl be establishcd in pursucLUce of it so as Q. 14, Ii . 
to interfere with nny rights, POWI:lI"S, or privileges enjoyed within tbe district ·by any 
pel'l:>on, without his consent. rl'he question as to ",hOot constitutes such an interferenoe 
can only be decided by a court of law. 

But cases which are cited in tho Djgest, show that the powers of local a.uthorities 
are narrowed and circulllscribed in two different directions by seotion 166 of the Public 
Health Act :-(1. ) They c""not set up a market to the injury of auy existing market 
rights, and (2) in removing a ma.rket they run the risk of interfering wit.h vested rights 
which owners of property in the vicinity of the market may have acquired. 

POWERS OF L OCAL AUTHORITIES UNDER THE P UBLIC HRALTJI Am. 

Vol. II., 
(~87, M8. 
VoL II ., 
Q. J-{;4. 

Local Authorities availing themselves of the powers of the Public Health Act, with Vo1. II., 
regard to ma.rkets, must obtain the a.ppr ova.l of the LooaJ Government Board j (a) to (~3 . 
borrow money under the P ublic Health Act; (b) to purch ••• land compulsorily; (c) to 
make byelaws; (d) and to levy tolls where no tolls have been levied previously in 
connexion with markets. 

(a) BorrawiJng Pawer •• 

With regard to borrowing powers, the Statute allows the authorities to borrow for Vo1.1L, 
such period, not exceeding 60 years, as they with the consent of the Local Government ~. 34. 
Boar d may determine, and the term for repa.yment is alwa.ys one of the points which 
is considered by the Board in connerion with the borrowing of money. 

a. !l611U. B 
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Vol. 11., 'rho amount borrowed must not exceed two yen.l's· rateablo value of tIle distr ict., and 
Q.55. if it is over one yeal"s 1'3teable value the sanc tion of the Board cannot ho given 

without a p reviolls local inquiry. . 
VoL II. , The seC'urity for the loan is a mort.gage o.f tb~ rnt-es out of WI~lC~ the expenses. of 
Q. 53, M. th e Ul'bn.n Rnoital'Y Authority are defrayec1-t'~30t 18 tb~ gcnel'o.l.cltstl'wt rate to '~h1Ch 

la.ml is ra.tod at one-fourth. Ullflel' the Pubhc H ra.lth Act neltber t.he lJ13,rket ltRelf 
Vo1.II., nor the toUs can be mortgaged. The amount of outst:mding loans for m arkets a.lone 
Q. SO, 81. was, in 1887. in the en.se of town councils. L 900,OOOl., and in the case of other urban 
Vol. IL, authorities, 257,OOOl. Loans are repayable either by equal an?un:l instalments of 
Q. 11 5-117. principal , or principal and interest combined, or by meaus of a SUlking fund, at the 

Vol. n .. 
Q.47- 49. 

Vol. II .• 
Q.35-36. 

option of t he local au thor ity. 

(b.) Oomplliso'·!ll'".-chaso of L,wd. 

After certain stntutol'Y notices ho.ve been given, and n petition prcsonted to the 
Local Government Board, a.loca.! inquiry is helel. If tho BQ[U'(1 a.ppl'oves, a Pl'Ovisional 
Onler if) made, and. unless opposed, is carried through Parliament in the usual 
manner . 

(c.) B yelaws. 

An Urban Sanitnry Authority may, with respect to any market belonging to them, 
make byelaws for the regulation of t·he market . rl'hcse will not take elfoot until after 
Lhey b n.~'e been confirmed uy the Locnl Government Boa.l'd. Before such cOllfirmn.tio ll 
they must have been published in the local newspapers, and the Local Govcmmcnt 
Boa.rd are empowered, to allow or disallow them. The Looal Government Boa.rd have 
issued a. model series of byelaws on which local byelaws are founded. 

(d.) Tolls. 

Vol. II., Whera a. Sanita.ry A uthority acquire a market in which tolls are already chargoJ 
Q. 3'7, 38, 44. they mo.y levy those tolls wit·hout the sanction of the B oa.rd, but any alteration of 

these tolls must be approved as in the case of a. new market. 
Vol. II., A question has arisen as to the power of the Local Authorities to make byela.ws 
Q. 43. and levy tolls, &c., where the ma.rket is held iu the streets and a market place has not 

been provided . The law officers, as we are informed, advised that the authorities 
might deal with snch mal'kets under th.e Public H ealth Act, notwithstanding the 
express provision of the 31st section of the Markets and Fairs Olauses Act, 1847, thn.t 
the market authority are not to demand or receive any stallage rent or toll until 
the market-place . . . in respect of the use of which the same is demauded is 
completed and fit for the use of the persons resorting to i t . 

The approval of the Local Government Board is not necessary for charging stallnges 
and rents. 

A market having been eslablished under the Public Health -,\cl, and a markcl·place 
prOVIded, restrlctlOns are Imposed upon the sale of a.rhcles outslde the market , which 
may be sold in the market. These restrict ions ha.ve been a. fertile source of annoya.nce 
and complaint. This subjecl will he dealt with more fully hereafter. 

Local Authorilies (in England and Wales) have thus allhe present time ample 
pow~r~ f?l' the creation of a new ma.rket wher~ there are no existing ma.rket rights to 
be mJurlOusly affected .by: suc~ an esta.blishment; and for the acquirement by 
arrangement of any eXIstmg nghts; but they ha.ve. no statutory power to acquire 
compulsorily such r ights, and the only means by which suoh an object can now be 
accomplished is by the authori~ of Parliament. 

The provisions of the Public Health Act wilh regard to markels do nol extend to 
the Metropolis in which new markels can only be sel up by grant from Ihe Crown or 
by an Acl of p.diament. . 

,SUMMARY. 

To sum up. Ihe result of Ihis somewhallengthelled survey it may be slaled thatfrom 
Ihe earhesl time to the presenl day Ihe Stale, ellber by the aulhority of the Sover eign 
alone or of Parliament, ha.s created an4 originated markets, and that without auch 
authority no legal m~r~et can be set up ; tha.t until recently each grant of a market 
was no sepnl'ltte. and ~lstIDct act; but t~at· now local authorities have a. presumption in 
fu~our of thelr .clru.m t o set .up a market, an d the means for their carrymg out tha'b 
object are prescnbed by pubhc stalules. . 
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Wo luwe thus far deal.L ~a.inly with the question of the authority under which 
markets are held- though lllCldentally the conditions as to place and time which affect 
the action of market owners have been alluded to--we subjoin a few remarks au these 
two subjects. 

2. A mar ket or fail' is limited to a p(wMcuZa,,' place en' dist1ict. 
:Mr. S. B. ~;ovi~, handed in to us a " Digest of legal decisions in casos. r~lu;tillg 

" to Markets, wInch had been pl'epn.red by the Local Government Boal'd. '£h18 Dlgest 
is printed in the Appendix to this Report. 

It appears from this Digest aud from other evidence which we have r eceived that Vol. H., 
ordinarily the holder of a market has the right of removal, within certain limits, and Q.3. 
the right of setting up new and additional markets within those limits. "The Lord of 
" a. manor to whom a grant of a market is made infm Villam de W may hold 
" anywhere in!1'a Villam de ,V. . . . . . the lord has a right to remove the 
a market place fl'om one situation to another within the precinct of his gra.nt." Vol. II., Q.3. 

In another case it was held that" the right of removal was incident to the grant." Rex. tI. 

Mr. G. F. Goldney in bis Evidence quotes the following passage from 3 Clark and c~~cg1. 
Finelly's House of JJords Cases :-" A. ·grantee of a market may hold it, anywhere he 67. ' 
" pleases within certain limits or in more places than one, and may chauge the pla.ce Vol. 11., 
H in whioh it is helL1. . . ." Q.370. 

Other cases cited in the Digest show that the pOWEll' of removal depends l~pon the 
nature of t:he grant, and that. the exercise of the power js limited by many 
considerations and surrounded with difficulties. 

3. Market and fair rights are limited to a t·ime speciji,cd. 
G-rants of market a.nd fairs usually specify the daya on which they are to be held, 

and in the extracts from the Ahbl'oviatio Placitorum in the appendix to Vol. 1. will Vol. I.,App., 
be found several cases where owners of m~rket8 were amerced for h:wing changed the p. 5 ixR, . 
day without licence. 

"Where the grant specifies certain da.ys on which the ma.rlcet is to be held no length Vol. n., 
.. of user will entitle the gra.ntee to hold markets on other days." Q. 3. 

It has been contended that the grantee forfeits his righ t if he holds h is market on Vol. II., 
another day than that specified. . Q.6003 . 

On this point Comyns, a recognised authority, states-
"By Statute Northampton, 2 Edward III. 15, if a man holds a fair beyond the Cowyo" 

u time allowed he forfeits the franchise. So if he hold his market .at allother day." ~~r.iv., 
"But if a man hold his market upon the day allowed, and upon anotl::.er day, he l R7. 

" shall not fol"f'eit his market, but shaJl be punished for the addition of the day." 
We have previously noticed a record that the fair at Winchester was escheatad 

becauS: it was kept beyond the au thorised period. and we have had evidence of a 
market which is reputed to have escheated to the Lord of the. manor in consequence 
of an unauthorised ohange in the day of holding it. 
Mr~ A. H. Malim, Town Olerk of Grantham, states that the Oorporation of Grantham, Vol. II., 

hold4lg a market under a Oharter of Oharles 1., changed the day about 130 years ago, Q. 5746-8. 

and as a cop.sequence the Lord of the manor · claimed· the market and became the owner. 
There is little doubt that in many c.ses changes h.ve been made without authority 
and without forfeiture. CaJ.enda.r, 

1700-1826, 
. The calendar o~ modem. grants from the Crown oont~s s~veral instances of a See Appen. 

Change of day bemg sanctlOned, the last grant of the kind bemg made to the lat~ rux to this 
Lord Palmeraton in 1827. Repo". 

Local Authorities acting und~r the Markets . and F~irB~:)lauBes ··Act, or the Public ~~:j~~:~~ 
Health Act, can, however, subJect to· the consent of ·the Local Government Boa.rd. of rllblic 
moke ·byelaws, and by these byelaws they can fix the daysan~ hours for holding He.lth .Ac~ 
markets. · They may thus convert a market gra.nted for one day III the week mte one bande..i m by 
hId · d . . M,. S.B. 

e every ay.' Proviso 

. We proceed to conaider the past history of markets in London and in Scotland 
Ireland in so far as they differ from that which we have· .lready described. 

B2 

Vol.n., 
Q. 941. 

and See allo 
Appendix to 
this Report. 
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. LoxDON. 

'1'he development of the market system here has proceeded on the same li~es and 
ha3 beeu go,erned by t,lle same laws as in other parts of England and yr ales WIth one 
lmportant exception: t.he Local Goverument Act, 1858, an(l the Public H.eaIth Act, 
1875, do not apply to the Met.ropolis. IJ~he only means therefore by whIch a ue\v 
market cou.ld now be established within 1-he limits of London Wall lel seem to be hy 
Royal Charter or by Act of Parliament. . .. 

We shall have later on to describe the existiuO' markets and market rIghts wlthm 
this area, and tbe title by which they are held. We will therefore in this place only 
notice brjeBy the historical aspect of the subject. , . 

11'he followiuO' pa-ssD.O'e from Messrs. Elton and Costelloe s report descrlbC's t·he 
importance of L~ndon a~ a centl'e of trade in the earlies~ period. of our history;-

CI London wa.s described in the time of Tacitus as . copla negotJatorum at commeatuum 
.. . maxime celebre,' and we have no reason to douht the historian's statements in the 
" Life of Agricola to the effect that the Brjtish townS were we~lt~y n,-nd peaceable, and 
" furnished with temples and market places and other PU?11C lllstltutlOns: Londo.n 
" certai~lly continued LO be Do place of great importance durmg the occupation of thIS 
" country by the Romans. It was the seat of the provjncial treasnry, B:nd wa~ pro?ably 
H the residence of some of the higher civi l officia.ls; but we know nothmg of ] ts hIstory 
.. during the period between the first victory of the English inyo.de.rs anll the time 
" when we find it pa.rcelled out like n shire into a number of pI'lvate estates and 
H telTitorial franchises al1d jurisdictions." 

Passing on to Saxon times we learn that-
" The' Instituta Lundonloo,' a code of mercantile enactments appearing III an old 

II Latin version between two other collections of Aethelred's laws of the dates 997 and 
II 1008, includes a minute account of the dues and t.ra.de of Billingsgate. If a small 
" ship came to BillingsO's.te, it paid a. halfpenny for toll; but a. greater ship having 
.. sails paid a penny. ff a keel (ceDI) or hulk (hulcu.s) come and lay there, it paid 
.. 4d. toll. Of a ship laden with tIm bel', one balk was the toll. For a boat with fish 
.. coming to the bridge, the merchant (mango) paid td., or for a larger fish·boat I d . 
.. There were, even at this early time, special' treaties of commerce' with foreigners. 
" . The men of Rouen ' who came with wine or fish paid . rights' of 68. for a great 
" ship and one measure of fish in 20. The merchants of Flanders and Normandy and 
" Fmnce had to exhibit all their goods and pay the full toll (ciCwlneaballt). Tho 
.. traders of the Hague and of Liege aud of Brabant, even if they were passing through 
" the country, had to declare their goods and pay toll. But the Emperor's men, if 
.. they came in their own ships, I were held worthy of goocllaws even such aB we have 
" ourselves ' j and they might buy upon their own ships small quantities of wool, or fat, 
" or live pigs, a.nd the bm·hm.anni might not take of them any ' forecap' (possibly a 
" fine for leave to sell their own ca.rgo). '1'he merchants paid a special toll at 
II Christmas of two white loaves and a. brown loaf, and ten lbs. of pepper. and five 
II pairs of gloves and two horse-casks of vinegar, a.nd the same at Easter . 

.• After these references to foreign merchl3.nts, the text returns to the subject of 
II ordinary tolls on marketable commodities. referring apparently to those which came 
" by land to some of the other gates. Baskets of poultry ca.rried all 8 man's back 
II gave one hen for toll, baskets of eggs paici five eggs for toll, ' if they were coming 
" to market: meaning probably that provisions coming in for priva.te use were not 
" charged. Butter and cheese merchants had to pay for .. licence I ll. 14 days b efore 
" Christmas, and seven days af ter Christmas another Id. Bread was charged with 
" taU on three days of the week-Sunday, Tuesday, and 'J'hursday." 

Some interesting extracts from Mr. Riley's translation of the Libel' Albus 8re 
contained in the Appendix to Vol. 1. Mr. Riley thi",ks " that these enactments are 
" probably of the reign of Edward 1., but they doubtless codify Lhe long established 
" custom." . 

This code exhibits a most elahorate system of customs or tolls on articles brought 
into the City by those who were not of the franchise. 

MI'. I G. P. Goldney states in his evidence that the earliest charter now in the 
possession of the Oorporation of the Oity of London is a Oharter Statute of the 
1st. E dw. III. (1312), to which we have already alluded, which sets out and oonfirma 
the privileges of the Oity that no market should be erected witbin seven leuCI2l of 
the City (about 6i miles). If the terms of this Ohorter had been strictly observed no 
market could have been established within what is no~' the Metropolis as defined by 
the Metl'opoli. Management Act, 1855. In tbe 17th century the Corporation opposed 
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Dumerous applica.tious which were ma.de for charters to e.sta.bli .sh Bew market.s but. 
this opposition wal' Hot in all cnses successful; 'and it is stated that II in l'~ceut 
" times the .policy of the C?J'pol'fIotion has been to recognise and assist in e,'cry way 
H the e~tnblJshmen t of rctn.llmarkots all over the Metropolis." 

MentIOn bas been already mallo' of the custom of market overt as tending to increase Vol. 11., 
the value of markets as public institutiolls. Q. :M7. 

~enel'ally this "C1;,stom of II m~rke.t overt i.8 c~nfined to the particular days mentioned 
" III the chnrter, but overy day In the CIty IS a. market overt and what is more the 
,I City itself is a. market ovcrt, and all shops in the City ure 'market overt for the 
" goods which each shopkeeper proposes to deal in." 

SCOTLAND. 

Messrs. Elton and Costelloe in their Repor t notice a distinction between the market 
,ystem of England and that of Scotland. Of the l.ttel' country it is Baid-

.. 'rhe Ll£:ht of market a.ppears there as one of the ordina.ry privileges of a trading Vol.!., p 26 . 
.. town . .ffiach town received from the Crown in very early times monopolies of buyinO' 
" and selling within a. considerable t ract of country." ° 

We quote the same Report for illustrations of the development of Municipal BurO'hs, 
their trading privileges. and the customs by which trade was regulated, :md °the 
(levelopment of the market al'rangement.s of Scottish towns. 

It would appear th.t although as has been said towns possessed market rights as 
one of their ordinary privileges, private rights grew up in the Burghs of Barony. 
00 th is point we quote from the same Report. 

"'llhe trading privileges of the Burghs of Barony, which were Burghs founded by Vol. I., 
.. private lords on their own lands, arose by means of exemptions under the King's pp. 28, 29. 
" authority from the exclusive rights of the Royal Burghs which had been founded on 
" the demesnes of the Crown. By mea.ns of such exemption they soon obtained the 
II same trading privileges a8 the other municipalities. Thus William the Lion granted 
" to·t.he Abbot of Kelso market rights in his town, except on the day fixed for market 
" at Roxburgh, the town of Kelso being within the territory allotted to Roxburgh for 
.. trading purposes. 'rhe largest commercial town in Scotland arose out of a. SImilar 
" licence for the erection of a market town, Glaijgow having been before that time 
" nothing more than the seat of a bishopric, a great part of the esrotes of which, for 
" trading purposes, formed part of the territories of the royal burgh of Rutherglen." 

Whether it was owing to the fn.ct that the Crown was in Scotland less powerful than 
in England, or whatever the cause, it would appear that the Scotoh Parliament exercised 
a greater power with regard to markets than tha.t of England. 

Thus Sir Ja.mes Marwick, the 'rown Clerk of Glasgow, from whom we ha.ve received 
valuable assist.ance, has cited nn Act of P arliament, passed in 1581, altering days for Vol. VlI., 
holding fairs at Stirling; the ratifioation of a Charter to Dundee in 1606; and many Q. 15,360. 
other instances may be found in his historical survey. 

'l'he r ecent development of the market system in Scotland has been similar to that 
in England . By the "General Police and Improvement (Scotl~nd) Act, 186~," 25&26 Vi". 
,eotion 364, the Local Authority in any Burglt or town adopting the Act has precisely o. l UI. 

the same powers as regards markets as are conferred upon Urban 8anitary Authorities 
in England. 

IRELAND. 

'rhe history of markets and fairs in Ireland is not very dissimilar to that of England, 
inasmuch as from the :first commencement of English rule the rights and privileges 
pertaining thereto have until recently been granted or are assumed to have been 
granted by the Crown . '£0 quote again from Messrs. Elton and Costelloe on this point 
we read: . Vo1.J., p.29. 

" The development of the system of market rights in Ireland was considerably 
" inftuenced by the special oiroumstances of Irish history. The first Urban settlements 
" appear to have been made by the Danes, who founded Dublin in the year 840, and 
.. in the course of the next century a number of commercial towns grew up under 
.. the D.nish l'ule along the Irish co.st, ineluding Limerick, Wa!arford, Wexford, 
.. Cork, Carlingford, Strangford, and Larne, besides two subordinate ports at Axklow 
" and Wicklow beionging to the kingdom of Dublin. 

II Dublin was a , place of considerable commercial importance. and enjoyed the 
.. beDefits of a Bpecial tr.de with Bristol. . Some of the other towns, as W.lerford and 

B 3 
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.. Limerick, were at olle time almost illJ?I~ellllellt kingaoll1~. Lut:we k!l0W;, litt.le of the 
,. internal organisation of these comIDllDltlCs beforo the NOl'mrm lUvaSlon. 

After noticing some of the early Cha.rters and Patents reln.ting to Irela.nd the 
Report cOlltiuues thus ;- . . 

" After the introduction of the N Ol'lllaU forms of tenure, the cxu;tll1g Letters Patent 
Vol. I., p. 29 • . • show how the lands and dominions of the Irish cbiefs wore dcn.lt with hy the English 

"law. Grants of markets and fairs ill the English form were not uncommOll , and 
" a.t a later period they formed a considerahle source of revenue for th.o ~J'OWll. 

" During the long prevalence of tbe Civil.Wn.l's. mallY of tho ul'l.!{lllal g.l'm~ts of 
" market find fair must Lave come to llotluug. amI we kllo\v tlmt CyeH wlthll1 the 
j, Pale the t0W11S were for a. long period in a stat-e .)f decay: but wlwncvel' quiet 
" was l'e~tol'ed in uny part.. fresh g rallts were made by tLe Crown, and a.uont tLe 10th 
U year of Jl\WeS I., no less than 40 towns. wer e incorporated with a g1'ant of muni~ip~l 
"franchises. The tolls taken in the Irish towns seem to have been heavy ami In 
H many cases oppressive~ a.s will appeal' by a sari,es of ~ntri.es in the ~olll'n~ls of 
" the Irish HOl1se of Commons between 1635 and 1642, ex.;rnct.s frolll wluch will be 
" found in the Appendix, where also will be found a docquet of the customs taken at 
,. Dublin in 1763.' 

The history of markets and fairs in Ireland was thoroughly investigated by a. 
Commission I\ppointed by the Lord Lieutenant in 1852 "to inquire iuto the state and 
" condition of t.he Fairs and Markets" in that country. The Report, da.ted 21st May 
1853, is now somewhat difficult to procure, and we havA therefore printed a copy of 
;t;n the Append;x to this Report. 

In this Report the Commissioners descrihe at length the a.uthorities uncleI' which 
markets are held and tht: means by which at that time new rights were acquired, the 
different classes of proprietors, the tolls and other charges, the amount of a.ccommo· 
dation, and the services rendered in return for such charges. 

The Report gives a vivid picture of the gross abuses, the injustice, waste, and 
inconvenience which characterised the market syRtem of the day. Thc Commissioners 

Report 1853. pointed out that" thA exaction of 'um'easonable tolls, not warranted by law, charter, 
Sec Appen - '" or usage,' has been complained of for a number of years, and repeate(Uy made 
rlix to t.hi~ "the subject of Par1ialUentK .. l.l·Y Inquiry, and yet remains to this day without adequa.te 
Report. " remedy;" they reviewed the recommendations of various Select Committees of 

Inquiry, and finally recommended legislation of a very dmstic character fol' the 
investigation a.nd registration of the titles of all cla.imants of m3.l'ket and fair rights, for 
the regulation of markets and foirs , and of the tolls and customs taken there, for 
t.be weighing of IJroduce brought into market, for the assimilation of weights and 
measures, for recording prices of commodities and generally regulating markets IlUtl 
fairs in a systematic manner. 

Report 1853. 
Sec AppeD~ 
db::: to this 
Report. 

Vol. II., 
Q.232. 

Local 
Government 
(Ireland) 
Act, 1871. 

The Report concludes with the following words: "It only remainR for us, in 
" conclusion, respectfully to represent to your Excellency, that the system which we 
" have witnessed, by which the social commerce of the people of this conut.ry has 
" been almost uniformly overla.id with vexatious exactions, and they themselves 
.. struggling against fraud with counter·fraud, appears to us to be equally injurious 
" to their moral character and their pecuniary interests; that the immediate correction 
" of the abuses we have endeavoured t-o describe is essentially requisite; and that 
I< both the mercantile and agricultural classes entertain the most anxious hope, that 
" when Her Majesty's Government are made fully acqua.inted with the magnitude of 
" the evils, they will be disposed to encounter the difficulties of their abatement." 

Mr .. R. A. Robinscn, an I nspector of the Lloca.l Government Boa.rd, Ireland, states, 
that SIne" the daY.> of the Report, "There has been no legislation affecting the 
H markets held by pri:vate individuals, and those markets remain in precisely the same 
" state as they were ill a.t that time. but there has been some legisla.tion with regard 
" t<> markets held by Corporate and other bodies." 

Up to the . date of this before-mentioned Report the markets and fairs in Ireland 
(excepting only the markets of seven of the chief towns where Local Acts of Parliament 
had beeD obtained) were presumed to he held by prescription or under a direct grant 
from the Crown. 

The Local Government Act of 1858, which has been noticed as the first Act of 
Parliament which gave to Local Authorities in England general powers ,nth reliard to 
markets, ilid not ertend to Ireland, and it was not until 1872 that the Auth<>nties in 
that country were invested with powers of acquiring 'and establishing nmrkets. 



llINAL nErORt. 

Mr. Robinson in hiF.! evidence states what arc the provIsIOns of "tho Local Vol. II., 
Government Board (Irobnd) Act, 1872," "the Publio Health Act 1874 " and" tbe Q.233-
Public .~ealth, Act. 1878," with l'(~gfl.rd to ma.rkets. 1"11ese Acts emi)ower Local 
AutllOI1 tles, "nth tho consent of tue Local Government Bonrd, to establish markets, 
exact tolls, a~d ma.ke ~)yebws for the regulation of market.s belonging to them, but 
in the cxerClse of tb8lr p.ow~rs they :l·re restrained as ~mllnr Loca~ Authoriti.es in 
Engla.nd are ~r~m est.."I.b~sbll1g ,3 .market . II ~o as to Interfere WIth any rlghts, 
" powers, or prIvIleges, enJoyed wlthm the dIstrICt by any person without his consent." 

The consent of tho Local Government Board (Ireland) is reqnired to authorise Local ·H &42Vict. 
Autt.orities to borl'ow money for market purposes, and the amount to be borrowed c. ,s2. 8. ~03, 
is limited to a sum not exceeding t,wice the amount of the valuation of the Urban Qd2:~2~~" 
Sanit~'\l'y Distriot for which the Local Authority oots. .. . 

I t may be melltioncLl that Urbnu Sanitary Authorities exist only in t.owns having a Vol. rI., 
population of 6,000 01' upwards, aud that in sIDa.1ler towus t here is uo Local Authority Q. 235. 

which possesses a.ny power to est."I.blisb, acquil'e, 0 1' regulate markets, 

MARKETS TN FOREIGN CUUNTRIES. 

We have DOW described at some length the origin of markets ill the United 
Kingdom, the authority by which they exist, and the means whereby ne'v markets 
are originatt:d. W e proposo yery briefly to llotico the praotice of some foreign 
cOllntries with regard to markets. 

By the courtesy of Your Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs we have 
obtained some informa.tion as to markots and fairs in several European countries and 
the United St,tes. 

We aro indebted to Mr. E. H. EgertolJ, of the Britisb Embassy, Paris, for replies Soo Vol. 
to our circuln.r of inquiries respecting French markets genel'nJly, and the mal~ets XIV. 
of Paris and the fair at Beaucaire ill particular; to Mr. M. Ie M. H, Gosselin, the Sec Vol. 
Secretary of tho British Legation, Brussels, for simila.r information as to Belgium XIV. 
and Brussels; to the Seoret ... ry of the E mbassy (Mr. E. C. H. P hipps), and the Vol. XIV. 
Consul-General (Molls, Gnstavio Nathan) for replies as to Austria and Vienna; to 
Her Maje~ty'B Oonsnl·Gollt!ral (Horr Gerson Vall Bleichl'oder) for ~~lies as to Germany Vol. XJV. 
and BerUn; and to th0 British Conauls at Boston, Chicago, and New York, for infor- Vol XIV. 
matioll us to lllarkots in thoso places ; to Baron B. Von Tamlunz;, Her Majesty's Vol. XIT. 
COlJ.5ul-Gelleral. for n. Rer.0rt on the fair's of Leipzig; and to Mr. John Michell, Her Vol. X IV. 
Majesty's COD sui nt t:lt. lotel'sburgh, for a. report on Russian Fairs, more po.rticularly 
with regard to the fair held at Nijni Novgorod . 

At OUl' request Major Craigie, Secretar y of the Central Chamber of Agrioulture, 
visited the markets of Paris and Brussels. In his report and evidence will be fOlm c1 Vol. YIl., 
very full and valuable information as to the administration of markets in the cities p. 211. 

of Pa.ris and Brussels, the principal sources of supply of the va·d ous commodities 
sold there-the method of conducting sales, and the means adopted for ascertaining 
and publishing market prioes. We shall have further opportunities of noticing this 
evidence, We desire at the present moment to extract from the ma.terialR at our 
comma.nd informa.tion as to the present ownership of markets and the means by 
which new markets are originated and established in foreign countries. 

I t &ppeara that market rights which were formerly to a great extent private FRANOE. 
property are now almost entirely vested in Local Authorities who initiate projects 
for new markets, and, with the cODsent of the Prefect as the representative of the 
State, establish tbem as need requires. In the estebliebment of new markets some 
consideration is given to existing rights, and neighbouring authorities have a.n 
opportunity of expressing an opinion as to the necessity for the proposed market. 
In the Metropolis, Paris, the State interferes more directly with the regulation of 
markets than it does elsewhere. \ . .; , 

We are informed that before the Revolution the" seigneUrs justiciers " ha.d the sole 
" right of establishing' halles' and markets, and of charging for places in them. This Vol. XIV., 
" privilege w •• &holished in 1790 without compensation. The buildings and markets ~P'i' by 
II Were treated of course as the property of the ' Seigneurs,' but the latter wefe forced r. "gerton 
.. to ma)<:e the best terms they could with the local authorities for the sale or renting . 
" of this property should the latter r equire it for market purposes.': . .. 

Il .• . 
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U .As rega.rds the ovrnership of proprietary rights. though there exist a few small 
" except.ions where such rights are tolerated, it cannot be said t.hat the market rights 
.. of individuals are now existent in France." 

"Markets are held under the . authority of the prefects,' and Dew market,s are 
" established by order of the prefects at the instance of the commune interested." 
co Every pl'Oject for a new fair or market must be either proposed 01' u.pprovecl by the 
., commune mtcl'ested." 

In the case of an appl ication for an ordinary provision market, after an inquiry 
in the llf;lighbouring Commune, the Prefect decides whether 01' no t o aBow the Dew 

mal'ket to be stnrted. 
Before a new ca.ttle market can be authorised a more extended inquiry is necessa,ry, 

the demand being submitted to every Commune within a radius of about seven miles, 
even should such Communes be situated in another Department. 

PAinS. ., Markets in Paris belong, with a few trifling exceptions, to the municipality." 
" The Pl'efect of the Seine is supreme, and new ma,rkets are marle whon judged 
" necessary" by h1m 

"'11he main consideration in the establishment of a Dew ma.rket is the convcnience 
" of the consumer, the question of any effect on existing markets being ODe of 
" relatively small importance." 

BELGIUM. If Market rights in Brussels and throughout Belgium have 1l0t been created by 
Vol. XIV. "Statute or by specific legislation, but are vested by prescription in the Communal 
:f~rc.:s.!>%tin . If Councils, which have power to establish markets on publio or private property." 

PRussrA. 
Report. by 
CoruuI
Genenll. 
Vol. x.IT-. 

SAXON'!: . 
Vol. XIV, 

AUSTRIA. 
Report by 
Mr. Phipps, 
Vol. XIV. 

.. The Communal Authorities alone have power t.o increase or diminish the number 
"of markets established within their j urisdiction, according to their appreciation 
" of the wants of the community." 

H The market spaces are generally owned by the towns." "Iu Antwerp t.he covored·in 
.. mal'kat-place is owned by a company which possesses free proprietary rights, 
" subject to the rogulations made by the Communal Authori ties." "Ill Brussels 
.. the Communal Council leases its rights in the open-ail' markets, the lessee being 
H restrained as to the stallage and rents exacted." 

In the provillces of Prussia the holding of a public r etail market or cattle market 
is authorised by the Provincial Council [Provinzial rall,]. In Berlin this a.uthority is 
exercised by the Upper President, or in the case of weekly markets by the District 
Board which acts with the assent of the Communa.l .duthorities. The proprietary 
rights appear to be public. The origination and control of markets rests mainly with 
the police. The law defines the objects which may be sold lU weekly markets as 
distinguished from yearly markets : the I.tter class would in England be described 
as fairs . 

I n Saxony "the regulation a.nd control over weekly markets is in the hands of the 
U Communal Authorities. The same is true of the erection and disposal of cattle 
" markets and c~rn markets. Monthly and yearly markets [fairs], that is to '.Y, 
" markets to which home or forelgn traders WIth wares of all sorts are admitted 
" without limitation, require the approval of the Ministry of the Interior." The 
number of such markets is restricted to two in towns of less than 10 000 inhabitants, 
and three in larger towns. ' 

The fairs of Leipzig date from an early period. Two of them existed hefore 1170, 
and a third was reinstat~d by a Royal Privilege in 1458. The Privilege was granted 
and is still held by the Town Council of Leipzig, who control and administer the 
Ia.i.rs. 

In Austria market rights are as a. rule vested in local authorities. The municipalities 
under the control of the Provincial Government est.ablish new markets, and control 
them. In the case of the Vienna Cattle Market the regulation, are promulgated 
by the Mini, try of the Interior. 
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UpOl] a I'ev.io',~ of tho ciJ'c.umstanccs above stated it may be said generally and 
In'oadly th n.t In jJ~l':Lllc~, .. Bolgll'lll, Germany, .a~cl ~~stl·ja, market r~gbts are privileges 
IJOSKl':ssed by mUllIclpnbttes i that these mUlllClpnlrties have fI. certalll amount of power 
to originate new m;wkl'lts ; t hat ill the exercise of these powers they are controlled 
by tbe Stato; and that vested rights of individuals as obstructions Lo the development 
of markets do lIot exist. 

UNITED 
STATES. 

In the United States 1\ maJ.'kat monopoly or privilege is unknown- Municipal 
Authorities hewe power to establish markets, and they use that power to some extent. 
New York ,mel. Boston hl1.vo each of them one market uuder control of tht:l City 
Authorities, whIle they have many other markets in the hands of priva.te individuals 
or trading companies, Her lfajesty's British Oonsul at Ohicago, Mr. 1. Hayes Sadler, 
stalcs that :-

Vol. XIV. 

" Throughout the West DO markets exist, in the old acceptation of the term." 
In n. memorandum att<'\.ched to his replies to our circular of inquiries, Mr. Sadler 

describes the various markets of Chicago, a city having a population of more than 
1,000,000. 

H e sa.ys :-
"Before the fire at Ohicago in 1871 there were a few markets established by 

" municipal authority under the power granted by State law, but the sense of the 
" term market in these parts has undergone a gradual change; the power of the 
" city councils is not exercised; public markets have fallen iuto disuse and bavE'< 
II given way to private enterprise, There is now only one market in Ohicago, in a.n 
II open spnce still set apart by city ordinance as a. convenience for country people 
1/ for the sale of their farm and garden produce. What are now called markets 
" are either voluntary and independent centl'alisations of dealers in one particuhu' 
It locality; or trading companies incorporated under State law either as exchanges 
II 01' storage places, Ol' for the sale of different commodities, and are subject to no 
" officiol control except such as is generally exercised under the city health and police 
II regulations, and the general rules of State inspection." 

Aft(:)l' noticing the fruit, vegtlt~ble, and dairy produce market, "which occupies 
I< all the hUlhl illgs for about three· fifths of a mile on Southwater Street, as • simply 
u a gathel'i.ng together of individual houses or shops,' t ho meat market as merely a 
" voluntary assemblage of dealers in one pla.ce," a,nd & few similar markets "where 
" commodities of diffeJ'ent natures are assembled under one roof," Mr, Sadler gives 
Bomo particulars of the live stock ma.rket at Ohicago. This market, which is the 
largest of its kind in the world, is a business company incorporated umler State 
la.w. The graiu and 1)1'ovisioll market is described as an immense commercial 
oxchange, conducted by • comp!llly incorporated by State law. All these mnrket' 
are the result of private enterprise, 'fheir position is thus defined by Mr. Sadler :-

" These markets ho.ve no rights or duties either prescriptive or created by legislation 
H other than those accorded by their charter as trading companies. There is no 
II control exercised by the State or local authority except tha.t of the Sta.te inspector 
" of grain, the health and police officers of the city, and such supervision as lDay 
" come under the inspector's department of the CustOlllS." 

We are indebted to Mr. Jobn OIay, junior, of· Chicago, who formerly acted as 
a·n Assistant Commissioner under the Royal Commission on Agriculture appointed 
by Your ' Majesty in 1879, for a communication ' in reply to certain question. 
addressed to him by a member of this Commission, on the subject of the live stock 
market in Ohicago, which appear. in Vol. XIV. 

This communication contain, a copy of the Act of the State of TIlinoi., which 
authorised the construction of the live stock market. 

This Act, which constitute. ",hat in England would be called a Joint Stock Company, 
empowers the said company : to construct, locate, and maintain · yards, buildings, 
r~ilways, &c., to make such" reasonable · cha.rges as may be deemed just and proper," 
and prohibits the company frqm makipg a railroad for pas'sengers, and from making 
contracts with any railroa.d company "to receive cattle, &c., transported over the 
II road of any such railroad company to the exclusion of any person or corporation 
" having a ,tack yard in pro:rimity to the city of Ohicago." 

Il 56125. o 
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OWNERS OF MARKET RIGHTS. 

We shall now proceed to report the I'esult of OUl~ inquiries into. the ~eveml matters 
referred to us, and we shall observe as far as possIble the order In whIch the several 
subjects are presented in the Reference to us. 

1. As to the extent to which market rights are in t,he hands af
(i.) Local authorities. 
(ii .) Trading companies. 
(iii.) a. Private persons; or 

b. Bodies of persons other than trading companies . 
.A return made by the Local Government Board to the House of Commons in 18S6 

on the subject of Market Rights and Tolls is the. chi~f source of our informat~on 
as to the existence of markets or reputed markets m England and" Wales, exclusrve 
of the Metropolis. 

The following summary of the result-s of that return was given by Mr. S. B. Provis 
in his evidence :-

ENGLAND AND WALES. 

OWNERS of MARKETS 

r~1 "",I 
Arens of I,ocnl Goveromcnt. Amho-

Al,ltho- Public Trading Other Doubtful. 'fotal. 
rities IL5 Bodies. CompnDics. Persons. 

riti!;~. Lp.ssees. 

I. Urhan Sanitnry Districts:-
(a.~ Boroughs - - . 220 10 - 13 22 - 265 
(b.) Other Urban Distl"icts - 93 31 - 36 106 - 266 

Rural Sanitary District~ - - - - 26 15 148 46 235 
._ - -- - ------

313 41 26 I G-1 I 276 16 7GB 

As we stated in our First Report, we circulated a series of questions as to the 
subject of our inquiries among Local Authorities and other owners of markets. 
Many of these circulars have been answered very fully and carefully, but in some 
instances no attention has been paid to our request for information, and sometimes 
such information has been distinctly refused. 

From the information which we have received from various sources we have 
compiled the fonowing table of particulars as to owners, observing the classification 
adopted in the Reference to us. 

There appea.r to be in England and Wales 756 places in which, a.ccording to the 
return above referred to, markets or reputed markets are held. In 13 of these l)la,ces 
two separate markets are held by different classes of owners, without counting numerous 
cases where a corn exchange is the propel'ty cf a trading company, while the 
general markets are III the hands of other owners. The table therefore shows e
total of 769 markets, as again8t 766 enumerated by Mr. S. B. Proviso The number 
of places accredited with markets or reputed markets which we have included in 
the foll owing table is that of the Return issued by the Local Government Board 
in 1886. " 

CLASSIFICATION of OWNERS of MARKETS in ENGLAND and WALES, excluding the 
METROPOLIS. 

I . •• :la . Sh. •• , . 
'Bodie!! Dr QW\si 

L""" Tra.din~ Private 1'61'S006 Market Mnrketll Axea& of Local Government. Autho- othu thaD Uights 
ritiea. COmpaDles. PetS(lD8. 

TradiD$ qU08tioD- not held. 

Companies. able. 

- -
1. Urban Sanitary Districts :-

~a.) Borou~8. ~ - 216 12 23 4 1 5 
b.) Other rban Districts - - 89 84 109 11 11 12 

2. Rural Sanitary Districts - 8 18 142 2. 10 40 

Total in each Class . - 313 (J4 274 39 22 57 

-

Total 
in tach 
Area. 

261 
266 
242 

769 
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A f ew words in explanation of this table will be desira.ble. 

Col. 1. Local lh ,t/mities. 

In Urban Sanita.ry Districts these are the Corporations in Municipal Boroughs. and Vol. XUI., 
Local Boards or Improvement Commissioners constituted under Local .Acts or under P. II., 
the Local Government or Public H ealth Acts in other urban districts. V r2~nu 

In Rural Sanitnry Districts we have treated as Local Authorities certain elected P\l., ., 
office-bearers who recoive the revenue of markets. p.240. 

In two out of the eight cases enumerated, viz., in Hungerford and Hemel Hempstead, Vol. XII!.. 
tho market rights wel'e granted to the township or manor by cha.rters from the P. I~6B_504 
Crown. In foul' instances the inhabitants 01' ratepayers have pm'chased the market ~~6. 720. ' 
rights from former owners. In two cases the Overseen~ of the Poor or the Surveyors Vol. XIIf., 
of the Highways receive tolls or stallage. P. II9"2 30 

pp. l , 4. 

Ool. 2. '['1'ading Oompanies . 

As a rule these bodies ~ppear to have been formed for the purpose of supplying by 
co-operation flo want which the market OWller was unable 0 1' unwi.lling to provide, 
the profit to be derived from a commercial undertaking being a minor consideration. 

In many instances the objects with which such companies were formed included 
the provision of a town ball or public assembly room. 

In a few cases the market is only an item in a large commercial undertaking, Vol. XllI.. 
e.g., the Fleetwood Estate Company, and the Milford Haven Railway and Estate P. II., 
Company. ~~8 .272, 

Gol. 3a. Pr'ivatfJ Pe1's(}1I;s. 

The only remark which need be made as to markets included in this cla.ss is 
tbat we have trented markets h. 1d by such owners as the Duchy of Cornwall, the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, the Lorcls of the Admiralty, the 'Val' Department, the 
Bishop of Ely, and certain colleges in connexion with landed esta.tes as being, for 
the purposes of this inquiry, ma.rkets in the ha.nds of private owners. 

Co!. 3b. Bodies of Persons othe,' t/u"" Trading Comp""ies. 

A.ll the markets in this class are vested in trustees for local public uses. The 
following analysis differentiates the special objects of theso trust.s ;-

Eight markets are held by Tl1lstees for tho general benefit of the town or place. 
Eight are held by Trustees for markets primarily and for t he benefit of the place 

secondarily. 
Eleven are held by Trustees for local charities. 
One is held by Trustees for ecclesiastical purposes. 
Eloven were the property of Corporations now dissolved, this property being now 

vested in the Charity Oommissioners. 
The last group of 11 markets might, perhaps, have been properly placed in the 

class held by Local Authorities, but as the composition of the goveruing body and the 
ultimate application of the revenue of these markets are as yet undetermined, it 
seemed desirable to keep . them separa.te. from those markets which are held and 
administered by elected representative bodies. 

Among the markets held by Trustees for public purposes, is the case of TaUllton, 
which is a remarkable instance of extensive and indeed extraordinary powers being 
conferred by Parliament upon a. body of persons, which became after a short time, by 
the nature of its constitution, a self·elected body . 
. We have examined witnesses representing the town of Taunton, and the Trustees vol:n., 
of the market; and our Assistant Commissioner, Mr. A. J. Ashton, has made inqniries ~~O~i:9.208, 
on the spot. . .. Vo!. tIT., 

It appears that in 1786 an Aot was passed constItuting cermm person. named p. 251. 
(25 in number), with others who should before l\ certain day become subscribers, 
Trustees for the purpose of acquiring from the owners market. rights and other 
property with the object of extending tho market and improving the town. The 
original Trustees had power to fill up vacancies in the Trust, subject to the condition 
that two-thirds of the whole body should be inhabitants of the toWD, and one· third 
should be gentlemen in the neighbourhood i power was given to borrow money on 
the security of the market, a.nd to receive the rents, tolls, anil profits, &c. be10DJ<ing 
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to t,h€' ancient market. In addition to tho ordinary powers of ma.rket owners, it was 
provided that after the market was set out--

u It shall not be lawful for any person . . . ~o. venu or e).-pose for. stl.~e 
" any corn or grain, fish, meat, poultry, or other proVIsIons . . . . wIthin 
II any of the public streets of Ta.unton, or within the spnce of one thousand yards 
" from the bounds of the said market, . exoept such persons as shall be 
" lioensed under the hands and seals of the said trustees, 01' any two 01' more 
" of them, to vend or expose for sale any of the said commodities in any shop 
" being part of their dwelling house." 

The market was vested in the Trustees as an estate for the use and benefit of 
the parish of St. Mary Magdalene. in tbe tow:n. of T~untoDJ the profits! if m~y, being 
applied to the clothing, educating, and apprenticmg children of the poor lllhabitants. 

By subsequent Acts in 1817 and 1833 the powers of tbe Trustees were extended, and 
by an Act of 1840 the area within which the market authorIty mIght regulate trade 
was enlarged from the limits of 1,000 yards distance iTom the market so as to 
include all the Parliamentary Borougb as then defined. 

This body of persons, not popularly eleoted, were entrusted w~th very excoptional 
privileges for the purpose. as appears cloarly from the consideratIOn of the preamhles 
to the several Acts of Parliament, of improving. lighting, clen.uing, and draining the 
town as well as extending the market. 

The TrusLees, as is admitted, fully disoha.rged their duties as regards markets, but 
their powers as a Sanitary Authority have been superseded, and they have now to a 
great extent been relieved of their obligations in respect of the lighting, cleaning, 
and draining the town, that duty having been commuted for an allnual payment 
of l05l. to the Oorporation for those purposes. N otwithstallding the extraordinary 
powers of the Trustees, it does not appear that D:uy profit has ever been realised, 
and the charitable objects which it was supposed migbt benefi~ by tbe estate have 
never received any aid or Bupport. 

In the exercise of their powers the Trustees limit the llumbol' of provision shops 
within the flrea. of their a.uthority. Thus they limit the number of butcher shops to 
three. These are located by tbe authority of tbe Trustees at the north, eas~, and 
west ends of the town. As each of the butchers pays a licence fee of 351. a year for 
the privilege of opening a shop, their monopoly is protected by tbe Trustees, who gave 
as one of the rea.sons for rejecting an application for a butcher's licence, that-

" The site of the proposed shop was within 150 yards of another butcher." 
Three fishmongers. are also permitted to open shops on the payment of 10l. a year, 

and greengrocers and oorn-dealers ha.ve been licensed to oarry on their business on 
their own premises; the Tru~tees have in certain cases prosecuted the small vendors 
of wares in the streets, but this practioe appears now to have been discontinued. 

In justification of their policy the Trustees say that they bave established and 
ma.intained an excellent and chea.p market, though this statement as rega.rds chea.pness 
is by some disputed; that if they permitted an unlimited number of butchers' shops, 
butchers from outside the town would not oome into the market. One of the witnesses 
admitted in answer to a question that, as regards town butchers, the Trustees first of 
all restricted their number and put. fine upon them, and tha~ in the next place they 
made artificial arrangements to create a competition with them from outside; and 
in reply to a. further question the same witness sta:ted that-

" Weare all under the impression lihat if there were what is called free trade among 
H the butchers, prices would rise, and they would ha.ve a monopoly. 

With regard to the financial arrangemente of the 'l'l"11J!tees it may be remarked 
that they were originally empowered to bOlTow20,OOOI. In 1842 the debt was 18,000l., 
in 1882 it was 17,9001., in 1887 4001. was paid off, and the debt was, in 1888, 17,5001. 
Up to 1887 interest at the rate of 4t per cent. was paid, but the rate is now 4 per cent. 

The Trustees return their average income for the three years ending 25~h March 1887 
as followe :-Tolls, 1,6001. ; rente, 25ll. ; shop licences, 170l. ; total, 2,0211. Their 
expenditure for the same period averaged 1,7711., including payment of interest, 7821. 
There is thus only" narrow margin of profit, which may easily be absorbed by any 
extraordinary expenditure. The hardships of the existing regime are somewhat 
mitigated by the existence of shops outside the area of the old Parliamentary Borough, 
and the absurdity of the system is exempJiJied by the fact that on one side of a .certail) 
street people are free to carryon what trade they please, while on the other side 
they are forbidden to do so. . 
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Mr. Ashton,. after an inqu.iry at rruuuton, whioh is fully reporred, su.ys- Vol. Ill., 
"The result; of the Inqmry at Taunton left upon my mind the impression that the [1. 251. 

" present management was not popular in the town, and that the Trustees them-
" selves were by no means unanimous as to the merits of t.he system which is 
" em bodied in their Acts OJ j 

and further on-
"The evidenoe taken at the Inquiry proves tha.t the system imposes a tax on food" j 

and-
" The evidence I received shows that the restrictions sanctioned by the Locnl Acts 

" impose consideral)le hardship upon the pOOl' in rr aunton:' 
Tiverton is another rather l'emarkable instance of a ma.rket which is held by 

Trustees-the greater part of the surplus revenue being appropriated to charities for 
distribution in the shape either of bread or money. 

In 1826 Ull Act of Parliament was passed for the purpose of improving the market, 6 Goo. IV., 
wlJich was then beld in the streets. At that time the Trustees of certain charities c.139. 
claimed possession of seven-eighths of the tolls and staJlages of the mm'ket under three 
separate grants for terms of 3,000 years commencing in the years 1638, ] 650, a.nd 1654 Vol. IlL, 
respectively. 'l'he Trustees constituted under the Aot were empowered to borrow Q. 10,067. 
money for the purpose of erectiug a. new market "upon tbe credit of the rents, tolls, 
" duties, and 6tal1age, gra.nted or arising under or by virtue of the .Act and upon 
H the said intended U llew market places." and provision was made for thtl application 
of the revenue receivec.1. The clause relatin~ t-o this applica.tion of revenue has been Vol. lU, 
held t.o entitle the Charity Trustees to seven-eIghths of the surplus before any provision Q.9736. 
is made fa]' pa.ying intel'est on the original debt. The market has disappointed 
expectations, and when t,he charities have taken their share little is left for the 
creditors, to whom a. capitnl sum of nearly 8,00m.- is due, besides fIl'rears of interest Vol. Ill., 
amounting to about 17,5001. Q. 9773. 

Mr. A. W. Ashton. hold an Inquiry a.tfl'iverton, when the subject was fully discussed, Vol. ill., 
and to this wo must refor for further particulars, The dispute between the bond- p. 239. 
holders (l,nd tll0 Chn.l'ity rrl'llsteos does not directly conce1'n this Commission, but it 
ha, been urged and it is contended that" the decay of the markets" (which is admitted) 
"is owing to their not being under the control of n. r esponsible body,"-and that the Vol. III., 
markets "c::mnot be nnder the control of the Town Council unless some scheme is Q. 10,000 . 

. " arrived at by which the creditors can be dealt with." 

001. 4. Q,w,si Markets when the Rig/Its .,'8 questionable IYr W/UJT8 IIw Owwl1'ship is dollhtjul. 

We have included in this class certain places as to which we have r eceived no 
information, though they ar e included in the return of 1886, anel presumably they 
were then reputed to have Bome sort of a ma.rket. They are for.the most pal·t small 
places where insignificant charges are made without any express authority. 

001. 5. MIlIr/c,ts 1IoOt held. 

Of the 57 places included in the Return where we learn that uo markets aro held, 
nine have had mo.rkets which have fallen into desuetude; 24 have fairs at long 
intervals, and 24 are said to have no markets or market rights. 

MIlIr~8ts "nder the MCI/Tlagement of Local iluthorities but not IYW'>IIJd by them. 

The classification which w~ have adopted does not show the number of markets 
which are a.dministered by Local A.uthorities, being held by them under a le.aBe or 
agreement, The terms under w]uch such markets are held vary so much in respect 
of the period over which the lease extends, and the reserved rent, that it is impossible 
to place these markets on the same footing as regards ownership .. It appears from 
the replies to our inq1riries that 42 market.! are at the present tlme held by Local 
Authorities as tenants under an agreement :-

12 of these ar e held und.r yearly agreements. 
3 for periods not exceeding 7 years. 

11 for more than 7 years and not exceeding 21 years. 
5 for more than 21 and not exceeding 99 years. 
1 for 800 years. 
5 for 999 years. 
5_ for periods not stated. 
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'file reserved rents vary from a. peppercorn to 5,OOOl. a year:-
8 a.re held for a nominal consideration not exceeding l l. 
9 for more than 1 and not exceediug 101. 
a " 10 " 251. 
5 " 25 " 501. 
4 " 50 " I DOl. 
4 " 100 " 2501. 
1 for 5,0001. 

'rhe five markets which are held for a period of 999 yea.rs Ol'e Blnckpool. Bradford, 
Dalton.in.Furness, Middleton anel Tonge, and Olverston. In the cases of Blackpool , 
Dalton-in.Furness, and ffiverstou, the rent is nominal, while in that of Middleton 
it is 561. 168. lld., and in that of Bradford the rent is 5,0001. a year. 

W e postpone any remarks which we may have to make as to the policy or impolicy 
of markets being beld by Local Authorities under lease or agreement, our present object 
being to state facts as to the several classes of proprietors of markets. 

LONDON. 

In London there are 13 principal markets. Of these, eight are owned by the 
Corporation of London, viz., the London Central Market, tho Central Fish Market, 
Fal'ringdoll Market, Smithfield Hay Market, the Metropolitan Ca.ttle Market, Leadenhnll 
Market, Billingsgate Market, and the Foreign Cattle Market at Deptford. The five 
other markets are as follows :-Spitalfields Market, which belongs to Sir Julian 
Goldsmid and certain freeholders j Shadwell Fish Market, which is owned by a trading 
company; Stratford Market, which was established by the Great Eastern Railway 
Company; the Borongh Fruit and Vegetable Market, which helongs to trustees who 
manage the market and apply the profits to the reduction of the poor rate in the 
parish of St. Savionr, and lastly Covent Garden Market, which is owned by the 
Duke of Bedford. 

There are in addition a few small and unimporta.nt markets, which have almost 
fallen into desuetude. No informa.tion has been produced to show bow these markets 
originated, nor to whom they belong. No tolls are taken now, and we do not consider 
it lleCeSSal'Y to allude to them more pa.rticularly. 

Following the same classification as before, we find here eight markets belonging 
to the Local Authority j two belonging to Trading Companies; two to private owners, 
and one to Trustees for local public uses. 

lltELAND. 

~V'e 31'e not in a position to give such deta.iled information as to the number of 
each class of proprietol's Ot market rights in Ireland as we have given with respect 
to England. there being no Parliament&.ry Return similar to that which we have ma.d!.} 
so much use of. 

Mr. Itobinson, the Inspeotor mentioned above, states that there are 334 markets at 
present in I rela.nd, and that fairs are held in 793 places. 

"The markets are held by the Governing Bodies of toWl1S, by the Sanitary 
" Authorities under the Public Hea.lth Aot, by certain towns under special Acta of 
U Parliament, a.nd by special clauses in Cha.rters of Incorporation to public bodies. 
" and by lette, .. patent t<J private individuals. The Local Government Board have 
" no mea.ns of a.scerliaining the exa.ct number. I suppose over 250 a.re held by private 
U individuaJs." 

'rhe inquiries made by our Assistant Commissioners, Mr. C. W. Black and 
Mr. J. J. O'Meara., enable UB to give the subjoined informa.tion as to the present 
owners of markets held in 254 places in Ireland :-

I . •• 8~ Sb. •• 5. 

Bod1es or Markell! 
Loal 

Tradin~ Private PersOIa of Mnrket. 
-- Autho- ComplUlles. Per30Ul!. other \hlUl question. with DO Totnl. 

rities. Tradin.&' able OwnCMI. 
~mplW.leJ. Righ.ta. 

Mr. B lnck'sReport as to plnces "isited - 19 S 36 I - - 59 
1tiT. O'l!teAI'Q,'S Report--

As to plnces visited . - 22 S 55 8 1 - 84 
As to place!! Dot \'isited - S - 6" - - 40 111 

44 6 159 4 1 40 264 
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The .Report of th.o Con~mission of 1853, to which we have prevIously referred, :mu 
which we h':,e . prlll~ m the appendix, states that about 25 ye.,,, before the date 
of the CommIsslon.ers Inq Ulry .an orga:n~sed system of resistance to the payment of 
tolls had resulte~l Jll the practIcal abohtlon of tolls in a great number of towns in the 
provinces of LelDster, Ulster, and parts of Munster. It also points out that this 
abolition of toll, so far from proving beneficial, was an injury to the poorer and more 
ignoran t classes. 

Since the .date of that Report a considerable number of markets appear to have 
been discontinued. Mr. O'Meara gives a list of 266 places in the district assigned to 
him where markets or fairs wero held in 1852, but at which such markets or fairs 
have now ceased to be held. He also g ives another list of 44 plaoes where markets 
or fairs were reputed to be held, and to which he forwarded queries which were 
returned by the Postal Authorities with the intimation that such places cOl1ld not 
be found . 

.At present thera n.re 793 placos at which. fairs are held. At many places these Vol. II., 
fairs are held monthly, and they frequently extend over two days or more. Q. :!27. 
Mr. J. J. O'Meara, whose district induded 15 counties, embracing the southern 
half of the island, gi ves particulars of 377 places in which faim are held, the tot.l 
number of separate fairs being 2,340. As an instance of what seems to be- 11 

superfluous number of markets and fairs we may cite the town of Listowel, which, 
with about 3,000 inhabitants, has two markets every week and 39 fairs on 78 days in 
the year. It is to be feared that this large number of ma.rkets and frurs cannot be 
taken as evidence of a proportionate amount of commercial activity. 

In assigning to our Assistant Commissioners the districts of their inquiries we 
reserved to ourselves the cities of Dublin, Belfast, and Cork, for our own investigation 
a.nd inquiry. We visited these cities and beld public sittings, and received a large Vol. Vll., 
amount of information which is recorded in tbe Evidence. pp. 1-149. 

The markets of the three cities named present such a rema.rkable contrast that we 
think it desirable to give some detailed deBoription of them. 

It will be Been that the Uorporation of the City of Cork possessed all tho privileges 
pertaining to market owners, and that they allowed a private body of trac1I:!}'s to 
usurp their rights as regards the most important article of saJe, viz., butter ; and 
voluntarily relinquished their ma.rket rights as regards corn to another body of 
Trustees. 

The Corporation of the city of Dublin bas for the last 401e8rs been in possess~on ?f 
full powers to establish markets, being totally unimpede by market monopolies. 10 

the hands of private individuals; but until quite recently they have done nothmg 
to provide proper market aocommoda.tion except &s regards cattle. . 

The Corporation of the City of Belfast had to purchase thei.r market rlght. at" 
heavy cost, aud they have established markets which are adequate and generally 
satisfactory. . 

The following Table sbows the number of markets held by dillerent classes of ownel·, 
in the three cities visited by us. 

-
1. •• 8,. 3b. < . 

Bodies of Markeu 
Latal Trlding Printe Penon. of -- A lltbo- Companies. l'eJ"l()DI. 

no< qlle.Jtiou· - Total. 
ritiea. ""'ding able 

Companies. Rights. 
- -

Belfast - . - - - 10 - - - - - 10 
Co,k - - - - - 6 ~ - f.2 - - 8 
Dublin - . . - - 2 1 - - 8 - 11 

18 1 - 2 8 - 29 

We proceed to notice the priucipal features of the market administration of these 
three places. 

D UBLIN. 

With the exception of the cattle market the markets of the City are not under 
the control of the Corpora.tion. These markets are in th~ hands of priva.te individuals, 
but are admit·ted to be inadequate for the wantB of the Olty. 

o '* 
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'£he COl'pol'ntion have DOt, as bas bappened in so ma.~y other t.own~, ?cen prevented 
from estahlishing markets by the existence of vested mterests m p1'lvllcgod markets. 
rrhey have for lUany years posse~sed full pOWGl'S of dea,1i:1g with. the matter. The 
Commission of 1852 reports in the following terlDS l'eRpectlllg DublIn and the powers 
of the Corporation in respect of markets. . 

"The Dublin Improvement Act of 1848 (the 12 & 13 Vwt. c. 97), empowers the 
" Lord Ma,yor fllld Oorporation to establisll new markets and compensa.te existing 
I< interests, but as yet DO measures have been adopted to accomplish this desirable 
" object, and the markets remfL.in in the same nnsatisfactory state as before the 
" passing of tIle Act. 

'" We find the Commissioners appointed in 1835, to inqull'e into the state of the 
" municipal cOl'porations in Ireland, in their report Oil the city of Dublin , descrihing 
" very fully the state of the several markets, and the patents, charters, and Acts of 
" Parliament relat ing to eacb. As little improvement, 01' change of n,ny sort, has 
" taken place since tbat period, it is ullnecessary for us, therefore, to do more than 
" allude generally to the state of the principal markets, for the sale of agricultural 
" produce." 

After a description of the markets then existing the Oommissioners conclude 
thus-

"The general feeling with regard to the Dublin markets appears to be that the 
" present Act is suffi cient to cure all glaring evils, if the lord mayor had the 
" determination to set it ill action; but that vesteel interests and established usages 
" concur too strongly for an officer of one year to grapple with them, and when 
" unofficial persons attempt any improvement, the crippled finances [md cloud of 
U compeusations to be afforded, scare away all change. Thus ma.tters are nJlowed to 
" remain-everyone dissatisfied, but no alteration is effected." 

On our visit to Dublin Mr. Aldermau Dillon, the chahman of the Markets Committee 
of the Corpora-tioD, and Mr. J. J, 'Lalor, Secretary to that Oommittee, gave evidence 
before us, a.nd put in a report of the Markets Committee, signed by Alderman Dillon, 
aJld dated August 1886. IJ.'his report, referring to that of the Commission already 
quoted, states that in 1852, and probably in connenOJl with the Commission, a 
committee of the Oorporation had reported on the several markets, and they go 
on to say-

"With the exception of the cattle market, no improvement has been made in 
" providing wholesale food markets ill Dublin since the date of tbis return; but, on 
u the contrary, while ill every other matter in which the welfare of the citizens and 
" propel' management of the city is concerned, t·he corpOl'ation of Dublin has not been 
" behind otheI' cities, the arra.ngements for selling food by wholesale have retrograded, 
" and as yet there is no wholesale market in Dublin, under municipal control, for 
u the sale of l)rovisions, fish. eggs, butter, fowl, vegetables, potatoes, fruit, flowers, 
,r ma.rket gardeners' produce, &c." 

From time to time Committees had been appointed and reported unfavourably 
of the private markets, and recommended action. In 1884 a Oommittee repOI~~d 
in the following terms-

H The Committee refrain from describing the present cOllilition of these places, and 
" the manner in which trade is carli.ed on therein, beyond the fact that when the 
U Committee visited these places some short time since they found it necessary to 
" appoint a deputation to wait upon the Publio Health Committee, to call the 
" attentlO~ of tha.~ Committee to a. state of things unfit to appear in a r eport 
" from this Commlttee to the Council. The Publio Health Committee immediately 
" despatched the Chief Officer of He.lth, Dr. Cameron, to visit the locality, and that 
" gentleman's report lS doubtless . recorded in the transactions of the' Oommittee. 
" Suffice it to say. that in no city ~ Europe or America would such a state of things 
" be allowed to e.nst for one moment longer than the exigencies of the circumstances 
., of the case demanded." 

It may be well bere to state that. what ·the sub-committee then saw in the vegetable 
maJ.'ket, but reframed from descnbmg, were heaps of vegetables which were to be 
used for food, lying in an accumulation of human excreta, 

In 1886, nothing having. been done; the Markets Oommittee of the Oorporation 
agam reR0rted ?n the .sub~ect. and repeated ~e description given in the previous 
reports, That m no Clty m Europe or AmerICa would such a state of things be 
" a.llowed to exist." 
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After SaIne fUlth0l' description the Committee remark toot ,. Besides the filthy 
" condition of .these places aUd. their surroundings, they are not ne:1:rly large enough 
" for the l'eqUlren~cnts of the Clty. Hence the growers of vegetables for the whole 
u county of Du!)hn no~ only use the streets of Dublin fot' ordinary trAffic, but use 
" them. for Ve!H.hHf ~hell' w<J:res, and all without ('.ontributillg n. frac tion to the city 
"t-a.xatlOU. 1 hu I allOt! Maglstl';'ltes refuse to prevent this ahuse of the stl'eC'ts, as they 
" say these (10a1e1'8 have no othel' pIn.ce suib~ble for disposinO' of their produce- a 
« bad .1'1.::l.ason pos~ibly for not ~eepi llg the street clear, bllt ont:le best to be lDet by 
" pl'oVld.mg a smtabJe market. And they conclude by recommending the adoption 
of CCI't.'\Ul pJans for new markets, a.nd immediate a.pplication for a. Provisional Oruer 
6mpoworing the Conncil to acquil'e sites, and borrow money for carrying out 
the work. 

This report was adopted, a. Provisional Order ohtained, and the ma.rkets are now Vol. VII., 
in COUl'se of construction. Q. 8458. 

Tho Cattle Mnrket, which has been constructed at a cost of 36,8307. , was opened in Vol. VII., 
1858. It conta]ns accommodn,tioll for 4,800 beasts and 14,000 sheop. I n t he opinion ~. 8030. 
of the Corporation thcre is snfficient a.ccommodatioll for some time to COlllP, but they 
ha.ve the power to extond the market if required, and they possess the nE:lcessary land 
for the purpose. . 

Sta.tistics of the number of live e.took of different descriptions were handed in by Vol. VIr ., 
Mr. Lalor. 'rho tolls are 3d. a head ou aU cattle brought into the market, but from Q. 8679. 
evidence we received it seems probable tha.t the habit, which we have elsewhere spoken VQ01. "II., 
of, of paying tolls only On cattle sold is so illgl'ained that mallY salesmen never think .8940-(12. 
of retnrning the numbers of those nnsold, and that ill many insta.nces . tLese escape 
toll. The totall'eceipts of the mal·ket on an average of three years were 2,7001. a. Vol. VII., 
ycar. The expenditure, exclusive of interest and repayment of loan, was, on the Q. HlOI
average of tho same three years, l ,826l., leaving 874:l. for interest, &c., 01' about SlI D. 

2·7 per cent. all th,e original cost. 
Another market, partly UDder the control of the Oorporation, is the Smithfield 

MaJ.'ket for hn.y and stmw, which is a free market by Act of Parliament . and is helel 
in the street. No tolls are levied., and. the weighing fees, which are the only SOUl'ce 
of iucome, a.rc the perquisites of five weigh-musters appointed by the IJord Mayor. Vol. VIr., 
These fees amounted on the average, for three years onding 1887, to 573l. 98. 5d., Q.8681. 
and the expenditure on the ma.rket was 7911. lOs. 5d. The market is under the 
circumstances a loss to the Corporation of 2181 .. n. year. 

The Corn Market is held by a Joint Stock Company incorporated by Churter in 
1815, and was grn.ntod a.dditional powers in 1874. The ca.pital of the compa.ny is Vol. VII., 
12,0001,., and a. dividend of Itt least 6 pel' cent. is paid. No tolls are taken, hut rents Q.8684. 
are charged for space occupieu. The peculin.r feature of the market is, that no Vol. VII. 
one but a st .... md-holuer is permittecl to sell or purchase anything in the market. Q. H740. ' 
Farmers could become sta-nd-holders and thus acqmre permission to sen their own 
corn, othel'wiso they must employ a. stanel-holder as a broker. .A rent of n. lOs. is 
charged f or, st"nd. 

The Secretary to the Oompany described the process by which returns of prices of 
Corn a.re obtained. As these returns have been said to be more relia.ble than those 

. collected in England, it will be worth while to notice how they are obtained. 
"'1lhoro are three stand-holders appointed each month, and on each market clay 

" they go round, a.nd take the general price and just write it Oll a sheet of Vol. VII., 
.. paper and put it up for the information of everyone." Q.8772. 

Mr. Lalor stated that the sword-bearer of the Corporation is, .by virtue of his Vol. VII. 
office, clerk of the corn' table, and it his duty in "that capl\city to issue to each stall- Q. 0123. ' 
holder a printed form to be filled up each market day with the quantity of corn of 
various descriptions sold and the price thereof. From these returns he is supposed 
to make up an average price, which is published in the II Dublin Gazette." A copy 
of the Gazette was produced containing some quotations of prices, but the column for 
the average was left blank. A stand-holder 'who gave evidence said the whole Vol. v' 
collection was .. moonShine," Q !lac 

B ELPAST. 

At Belfast the Corporation acquired the market rights by purchase under Acll! of Vol. VII, 
Parliament of 1845 and 1847. 'I.'hey formerly belonged to the Marquis of Donegall, to Q..6819. 
whose ancestors they had been granted by James I. in 1621. Up to the time of the 
purchase the markets were held chiefly in the streets . . The Corporation have provided 
accommodation which, if not sufficient for t·he present needs of the City. which is 
ra.pidly growing, is fair1y adeqnate, a.nd a.n exteD!.~ion of them is in progress. . 
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2G 1:(Il."AT, COMM ISSION ON )[ARKET mORTS AND TOLLS : 

The total amount expended on the markets is st-ated at 122,704l .. , out of which 
20,5001. was the cost of the purchase of. the market rights. 'I.'he loan for market 
purposes hus been merged in ot-her Corporation loans, and the amount of debt owmg on 
account of the mal'ket-s cannot therefore be ascertained. 'l'he average amount of the 
receipts from the markets for three years preceding our Tnquiry was 8,222l., t,ho 
{werage expenditure 4,624l., exclusive of interest or repay~ent of loan. Tho balance 
applica?le to the disc?al'ge of the~e was 3,598l., or somathlllg less than 3 per ceut. 011 

the capItal sum sunk m tbe markets. .. . 
The several ma.rkets provided are deS?rlbed 11.1 the e;ldence of ~{r. Samuel Black, tbe 

Town Clerk. and in the byelaws put m by hIm :- 'Ihel'e are nme wholesale markets 
and three l'etail markets, including the Castle market which the Corpora.tion hold on 
lease with a. compulsory power of pUl'chase. Mr. David qorbett, a men;tber of the 
Town Council and the Ohairmau of the Markets CommIttee, gave eVIdence, and 
described the defects of the existing markets and the steps ,vhich were being taken to 
remove them. 

The complaints respecting the markets received by us were few in number and not 
of very serious import. 

One complaint was that farm produce, such as butter and pota.toes, sold by a farmer 
to rio trader a,nd delivered at the trader's place of business without ever going into the 
market was liable to a market tolL Mr. Black stated that it was very usua.l for 
farmers to contract to deliver potatoes, butt.fJr, milk, oats, meal, ch~ff, from time to 
time to tradesmen, the price of t.he articles delivered being the cun-ent market prices 
i.n Belfast on the day of delivery. He contended that articles delivered uuder an 
agreement such as that describp.d were subject to toll, as they are not sold at the 
!'esidonce of the seller but at the shop of the buyer; and he thought that " the very 
., fact of the price depen~ing upon the market competition shows that the parties 
.. wish to t.nke adys.ntarre of the ma.rket." Mr. Black admitted that if articles wero 
sold at the farm and d~livered in the City, no toll would be paya.ble. It ·was also 
stat-cd in evillencl" tha.t if, under a similar contract to the ono before spoken of, produco 
was delivered by railwa.y, the Oorporation would not demand a toll. 

In the Corn Markot, by special enactment, oats, meal, and farm produce, sold in tho 
Grain Market, pay one· half the toll charged upon sales i]l bulk. This charge would 
amount to a.bout I-td. 8 quarter on wheat, and Id. a. quarter on oats, whicll, if imposed 
in any country Carll Exchange in Engltl.lld, would proba.bly have the effect of 
seriously interfering with the prosperity of the market. 

:Mr. Blnck hallded in an interesting Table of statistics showing tho comparativo 
amount of trade in certain commodities done in the more important markets in 1852, 
1862, 1872, and 1877- 1887. The marked fealures in this T .. ble are Ihe very great 
decline ill the Dumbp.r of carcases of pork since 1887, viz., from 184,346 to 30,846, 
0. considerable decline in butter, a great falling off in the trade of the grain and meal 
market, and a large mcrea.se in the numbers of live stock and quantities of potatoes 
and vegetables. 

In 1853 the Commission on Markets and Faira reported of Ihe Belfast markets Ih,t 
" the enlightened and liberal arrangements a.ppeared to give general sa.tisfaction,·' and, 
with Ihe exception noted above, that remark might be repeated now. 

CORK. 

The Corporation claim the exclusive right of holding markets in the city under 
several Oharters; they also claim a right to levy tolls on goods entering the City by 
land under Charters confirmed hy Acts of Parliament. 
. There are six m~rkets in the City belonging to the Oorporation, in addition to the 
Butter Market, which IS vesled III trustees by a recent Act of Parliament and Ihe 
Oorn Market (which is also a markel for dead pigs, hay, straw, and gree~ food) is 
also vested :in a separate body of Trustees under a special Act. 

The position of the Oorporation with regard to these two last-named markets is 
anomalous . . It may be well, however, to deal first with Ihe markels still under the 

. l~ontrol a.nd management of the CorpOTation. 
The gate toll. which is described by witnesses as "toll traverse OJ is claimed as So 

right acquired by usage from time immemorial recognised by various Oharters as well 
as by the Act of Parliament 26 Geo .. III. c. 28 .. The right to levy this toll was 
contested m 1821 by an acllOn at law whlCh resulted In favour of the Oorporation. As 
·the whole sublect of thIS and other similar tolls IS. described at length in another 
portion of our Report, we need not III this place enter mto further particulars. 
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The six m,n.rkets belon~ing t? the Corporation a.re all wi thin the City. Three of 
them a,re rooted over, one IS par tIally covered, The two principal provision lIHll'kets-
the Grand Pm'ade and the St, Peters markets- are divided into separate stalls, let to 
tenants at weekly rents. ~h6 Bazaar. Market, which is appropriated to the sale of 
furniture, second-hand clothIng, and mIscellaneous articles, is also roofed, and divided 
in to stalls as in tho t wo first-namod markets. In the other markots for bread. fish, 
vegetables, milk, &0. , t here are only standings. rrhe sixth market ]8 the Cattle Market, 
the receipts o~ which are very smoH, as the animals exposed have already paid ton Oll 

ent.ering tho Ctl.y, lJ:'he market cb.a.l'ge on ca.ttle is Oil this account reduced to 1d. a 
heo.d. The receipts of. aU the nUl,rkets in the hands of the Corporation n.ppeal' to be on 
the :lvel'age of the three years ending 25th :March 1887, 3,2971., anti the expenditure Vul. VII ., 
(includingjinterBst on loau and or. insta.lments of principal) 2,4371., lea-villO' a net surplus Q. DRG l. 
of 860l. , which is carried to the Borough l'i'und Account. e 

The Cork Butter Market is vested in trustees jncorporated by the Cork Blltter 
Market Act, 1884. 

Previous to the pn.ssing of this Act the mn.l'ket wn.s entirely unllor t he m:l.llfLgement 
and control of n committee of merchants of the City of Cork, who were a voluntary 
and unincorporated body. It was alle~ed that this committee ha.d " usurped the l'iO'hts 
of the Corporation," who were entitled to the tolls ::md to whom an undefined part.ion 
of the site of the market belonged, ".eha committee of merchants represented two 
classes of traders in butter, who uuder various names acted as intermediaries between 
the farmers or produccrt! of butter and the retail distr ibutors. '!'hese two classes 
were, and aro still-

1. Butter merchants, blltter buyers, or butter brokers, who receive the butter from. 
the farmer and either sell it for him as brokers or buy iL from him on their 
own account, and who are responsible to the farmer for payment. 

2. Bntter expor ters, who buy the butt er of t·he formol' class either Oll commissioll 0 1' 

0 11 their own ncm/lint for exportn.tion. 

Sel'! ptoombll!l 
to Cork 
Dutter 
}\i m'ket Acl. 

Vel. VII., 
Q.903;. 

'rhese two cla.sses of merchants were bound by Deed to oonfoI'lU to certain ru les 
and regulations which compelled the mercha.nt to submit his butter to the inspector 
in order that it might be tes ted and branded according to its quality, o.ud, ou the 
other hund, the exporter was bound to buy of the butter merchant only. It is 
admitted tbo.t the Committee spent large sums of m()uey in developing the llmrket, 
in providing buildings, nnd in organising a. system of inspection ana branding which 
for a while ga.ve to the Cork brand a considerable prestige, But h owever la.udable the 
original objectf; of the a.ssociation may have beeu, abuses crept in. nnd great dissatis
faction was felt at the system of pricing. which was effected by a meflting of a 
specially-appointed sub·committee, who put out daily a price for each class of butter, 
that price being accepted by the merchants as the price to be p.id to the farmer (less 
tolls. markot chal'gas, and commission) and the price which the exporter paid. 11he 
Royal Commission on .Agriculture, known as the Richmond Commission. examined ,-----, 
no fewer than 17 witnesses as to this market, and they reported very unfavourably ~~~Il~j.,~ 
of the system of management. After this Report various efforts were made on behalf Report 188!. 

of the producers of butter in the province of Munster to obtain a reform of the lDal'ket, p.t,. 

and in 1883 a Bill with that object was brought before Parliament and promoted by 
the Corpol'8,tion of Cork. In 1884 a. special committee of the Cork Corpordtioll 
conferred wi th the Committee of Mt3rchants IlS to the proposed legislation, and Lord 
Fitzgerald was invited to a.rbitrate upon the several questions in dispute between the 
Trustees, the Corporation, and the producers of butter. L ord Fitzgerald, after inqUlry. 
made an award upon which the Butter Market Act of 1884 was drafted, snd it 
eventually bec.ame law. 

The preamble of the Act recites as follows :-
1. ." That butter trade of the borough of Cork is one of the most important industries 

" of the South of Irellilld, and the value of butter passing tln'ough the Cork Bu ~t.er 
" Market annuaJIy is .bout 1,500,0001. sterling. 

2, "That those engaged in thA butter trade have made r ules and regulatioDs . for 
" the weighing, inspection, classification, and branding of butter brollght to the 
" public weigh-house of the borough. 

3. "'rhat" public body known as the Committee of Merchants of Cork, representing 
(, the butter merchants, .and exporters have expended from fees paid to them con
" siderable sums in payment of sala.ries of officers in extending, enlarging. and 
II improving the market, in erecting a firkin crane, buildings and offices, and in the 
" purchas~ of la.nds, buildings, &c. 
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4 .. , 1'ha.r. a Committee of Merchants annually elected control ~lld ma~a.ge t)he ~a.l'ket. 
5. "'rhur. objections have been raised to the rules a.nd r egnlatlou8 anll. to t 1e lllteruru 

,; control a.nd ma.nagemeut of thl:l market. 
6. "That the trautUer of the management to an Incorporated Body of 'rruBteos is 

II deslrable. . 
7. "That a portion of the butter market is held by tho CorporatIOn of Cork, who 

" havo leased their rio-hts to the Commit tee above named, and are wllhng to transfer 
" their in terest to theO proposed :So(~y.of Trustees. 

8. <i 'l'hat the Corporation are wtllmg to transfer their rights of market tolls and 
'" gate tolls to the said Body. 

9. H 'rha.t it is expedient that such a Body should be incorporated with certain 
" defined objects. 

10. "That it is expedient that the Trustees should be empowered to acquire certain 
" lands." 

'rhe Act t.hen incorporates 'l'rnstees by name and provides for the f~ltUI'e cOllstituti~n 
and election of "six Trustees to be elect-ed by exporters from then own body, SlX 

" 'rrustees to be elected by butter merchants from thei r own body, six Trustees to 
U be presented by the g1'a.n~ jury for the county .of Cork, and three 'r rustees . to be 
" nominated by the Council of the Borough, bemg merchants not engaged ill the 
" butter tI'ade a.nd not being members of the Council." 

By the 14th and 16th scctions the 'rrustees are empowered to make byelaws. 
The 18th section empowers the Corporation to assign a.nd the Trustees to ac~ept 

the interest of the Corporation in a lea.se of pa.rt of the Butter Market for a. nomma.l 
consideration. 

The 19th section authorises the Corporation to sell and the Trustees to purchase 
the rjO'ht of holding the butter market for a gross sum or (tll annual payment in 
perpet~ity as may he agreed upon, or, in case of difference, for such terms as might 
be settled by arbitration. 

Tho 20th makes similar provision for the sale and }Jurchase of tho right to take toll 
on hutter brought inlio the Borough. 

The 22nd sectiou vests the Butter Market and all its apptu'wnances theu belongillg to 
the Committee of Merchants in the Tllcorporated Trustees. Powers to hold a.uc1 acquil'e 
lands are given, and by the 30th section the rrrustees are required to set apart :l 

portion of the market to be a free market, in which seilers who do not carre to avail 
themselves of the system of classification and branding may sell their butter. 

The 35th section ma.kes provisions as to the appointment of officers properly 
qnalified and duly sworn to the faithful discharge of their duties. 

Th. 43rd section empowers the Trustees to take tolls not exceeding in tho aggregate 
18. a firkin. 

By the 47th section the power of borrowing a sum not exceeding 30,OOOl. is giveu. 
The 56th section prot~cts the brand of the Trustees. 
The 53rd prescribes the application of the borrowed money, and the 58th provides 

for the application of the revenue of the' Trustees in the following terms :-
58. "All moneys arising from the tolls by this Act authorised o.nd ell other 

" revenues which shall come to the hands of the Trustees otherwise howsoever under 
" this Act shall be applied and disposed of as follows ;-

"Fh·st. In payment of the costs charges and expenses of and incident to the 
H preparing for obtaining and passing of this Act and as specified in the last 
U section of this Act or in recouping the Corpora.tion for any such costs charges 
'I and expenses paid by them. , . 

U Second. In ~ayment of the establishment expenses and salaries and pensions "and 
" of ~he mamtenance of the Butter- !da.rke~. and ,the costa charges and expenses 
" which t.he ~~ustees sh~lroperly n;J.our"In the due execution of their Tru~t and 
" of the proVlslons' of this ct. 

" Third. In payment of interest on moneys borrowed or raised by debenture stock 
" under the provisions of this Act. . . 

" Fourth. In providing the sum by this Act apP'ointed to be set aside as a sinking 
" fund. . . 

"Fifth. In payment of the costs incurred in the collection and diffusion ~f 
"knowledge as to the mannlacture and Bale of butter and ' tOwards the 
u encouragement by subscription giving of prizes or otherwise of the improve
.. ment of such manufacture. " ' . 

. " Sil.-th. In payment of the sums if any (other than a gross Bum) to be piiid 'to 
," the CorporatlOn for, the purchase of the right of holding ;" Butter Market and 

. ~ 
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" of the sums (if any) (other than 3. 0'1'088 sum) to be aO'l'eed to btl p&.id to the 
" Corporation for the purch&.se of the k,ll herein-before lll~nti oned . 

"Seventh. . I.ll forming a co.ntingency fund to meet any llnfol'eseeu accideut or 
" extraordmary damage WhlCh may happen or be caused to the Bntter Mm'ket. 

" And the residue (if any) in the hands of the Trustee::; after the purposes aforesaid 
" shall lH~ve Leon effected shall be paid and applied for the improvement of the 
" Butter Market and markets authorised by this Act and for c:tl'l'yinO" into 
" effect tho ubjects of this Act." 1:1 

We h(w8 ;1.ken cv
1 
idenco has to how fu.r the provisions of the .Act h ave beeu VoL VII., 

cn.rriec1 into /;luect :1UC ~1.s to t e pI'asent oystem of managoment of t he: market, Q. 10,338, 
It appears that 'l'l'ustees have been regularly appointed. 'rhe six: 'lll'nstees appointed el '~C'J. 

by the Gl'an(~ Jury, who ar0 supposed to represent the producers. and the three 
Trustees appOl~ltecl by the Corpora.tlOn who lllay be assumed to represent the interests 
of tho comrnumty,. do not appear to take a.ny pa.rt iu one important function tlisch:1l'O"ed 
hy the Trustees, VIZ. ; tha.t of fixing the price of the day, which is therefore pr;).ctic~Uy 
settled hy the two classes of butter buyers and butter exporters. The 'lll'ustees have 
made bye.laws for t~e reguln.tion of the mal'ket which have been approved .. md allowed 
by the Pl'lvy CounCIl. No steps have been taken to carry out the provisions of the Vol. VII., 
18th, 19th, and 20th Hections of the Act which enabled the Corporation to transfer their Q. HG34 et 

intereRt in tho lll a.rket rights, tolls and property together with the gate toll imposed on seq. 
butter, the Town Clork expla.ining "it was considered to be quite an optional lIlatter 
" with the Trustees if they thought fi t either to purcha:io the Corporate rir.rht of Vol. VII., 
" markets so fn,r as butter was concerned, and they wore also authoriseu to co~poulld Q.9654, 
H for the gateage toll." notc·, 

Mr. John D'Rl'ien. the Mayor of Cork, gave as a r eason for the Corporation not Q. 9846, 
pressing for a settlemollt ;- see abo 

"We arc aware that the Butter Market '1\'ustees are at present largely in debt.. Q. 1O,17a. 
" We are aware that if we make a. chm'ge upon the ma.rket (which we would be 
" entitled to nccul·t.ling to the construction ot' that Act :'\8 I think) we may embarrass 
" the market." 

The Trustees have, as they cOlltenll , made the whole of the market free saving VoL VII., 
the toll. They have issued debentures to the amonnt of 10, l OOl. for the purpose Q. 10, HH. 
of carrying out tho Act, 'rhey ]uwe not established any sinking fund. They have Vol. VII., 
made some small grants to the Munster Dairy School, which is said to have had Q.1O,092. 
"a ma.rked influence upon the quality of butter brought into the market of late years." Vol. VII., 

(rho Secretary to the Trusteel:l gave evidence hefore 115 as to the whole system of Q. 10,956. 
management and a.':l to the receipts and. expenditure. From the statement handed ~o\:fJG 
in it appears that tho receipts for the three years ending 1887 averaged D,9101. The . , . 
expenditure exclusive of interest was 9,715l., the balance available for interest and 
repayment of loan being less th::m 200l., while the current interest amounted to 
4971. a yea.r. (l'11e 'rrustees were therefore increasing their debt. I t was stated that 
since the uate of these accounts 9OOl, debentures had been paid off, but it was not 
explained whether this hali been done out of income or by fresh loans, The principal 
item of receipt consists of tolls which amouut to 8,726l., <lud the next a.risos from 
the butter c.leanings, that is the soiled butter trimmed off the outsides. which is 
sold for the benefit of the market and produces on the average of three years 1,1161. 
S d h . h k h ' Vul. VIL, tatistics of the qua.ntity of butter passe trough t e mar et were anded in, Q. 1O,2·4tj. 
and also a very valuable record of prices extending from 1851 to 1888. 

We were informed that great dissatisfaction is felt at the mode of testing and 
marking the butter brought to the Butter Market. . 

On the occasion of our visit we' inspected the market) when we saw how the inspection, 
weighing) and bra.nding of the firkins was ca.rried on. ' 

Business commences in the market at 10 dclook in the morning. Prior to that the Vol. VII. 
Bupplies are received and placed in rows fOF inspection. The inspectors have to Q.lO,OOO,~, 
ballot for the position they take iu the market each day, aud they then proceed to their 
respective stations. (£he butter merchant to whom the butter is consigned and the 
owner are allowed to be present at the inspection, and the butter . is duly tested and 
marked by the inspector as being of one of five ~ classifications_ If the deoision of the 
inspector is challenged by the owner or his agent, then the butter is re-examined by 
the head inspector and two other officera who each express their opinions, and the 
opinion of the majority is taken as final. The butter sales begin at a quarter to VoL VII" 
11 o'clook in the price room, and as the clock strikes 11 the sale ceases for the day. . Q. 10,.72. 

The Trustees have in the meantime fixed what the prices of the various brands shall 
be, and the price is then posted up in the Bale room and in the market. N () alteration 
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CaJ.l Le made ill t.he prices for the day, and buyers and sellers aJ'e bound to abide 
by them. . . , 

'rhe mode of fixing the price for the day IS an arbItrary one, ~nd neIther the seller 
-aor the producer has any 'YOice .in the matter. It is fixed by the 'llrustecs who meet 
at the market, and the lowest offer per owt. at which the market can be cleared becomes 
the prices of the day for each quality of butter. 'rhus, although as much as U 8s. 
per cwt. be oifel'ed by one merchant,. or 116s., 115s., 11.48., o~' even 1128., per cwt .. by 
oLhers. I12s.may be the accepted prIce for the day. It l.s obvlOUS, therefore, that great 
inju;;tice is done to the pl'oducer,.who pel'havs has supphed l~utter welJ worth 118s: pel' 
cwt., yet under the regulations he IS compelled to accept the prICe fixeu by the CommIttee 
t.o his own loss. 

Mr. Timothy Cronin, who represents a firm of buLter merchan.ts in Manches.ter, 
described the Cork butter market as a monopoly, and brought certnUl charges agamst 
the officials and Trustees, both as to the appointment of butter inspectors, and also as 
to the Trustees who fix the price of butter; together with a. series of minor ci1arges. 

As these charges relate to transactions w~ich ~ook place several years ago, anc11~ve 
been emphatically denied by all the persons l~ph.cated, we m~st pass them by as belD,g 
witbout fonndation or as having been remedlea by the passmg of Lord FItzgerald s 
Act of 1884. 

Upon a review of the evidence we have received it would aPI?ear .that thoug? 
leo-isla-tion has done something to place the market upon a propel' footmg, It has left It 
still open to the suspicion of unfair dealing. It is not denied that the butter merchant 
t-o whom the farmer consio-ns his butter may deal with that butter either as a broker or 
agent for the producer or a~ a purchaser from him at a price to be fixed by a committee 
of whom the buyer may be one. It is thus possible for a buyer to transfer the butter 
to himself when the supply is abundant and the price low, and then to bring it in to 
the market when the demand is brisk, and sell it on his own account. It is admitted 
that the butter exporter buying on commission may deliver butter from his stores at 
the quoted price of the day, though it may have been purchased some time previously, 
and the brand not being dated, such butter will be sold with a guarantee of its quality 
a.t some previous period. notwithstanding any deterioration which may have taken 
place. 

lt is even possible, and not. unknown, for a merchant or a firm to act as both butter 
buyer and butter exporter, thus acting as broker, purchaser on his OWD acconnt. 01' 

pm'cha.ser by commission, and all the while taking part in fixing the prices which the 
producer is pra.ctically compelled to accept. 

It is true that traders are restrained by motives of ordinary prudence from too 
great an abuse of their position, and no doubt many honourable men carryon their 
business in the market without reproach or suspicion of unfair dealing. It is only a 
matter for surprise that they should uphold a system so full of opportunities to the 
dishonest trader . 

The Corn Market, so called, which is a market aldo for hay, straw, and dead pigs, is 
beld by T"ustee, incorporated by Act of Parliament. . 

'1'he Trustees, 32 in number, are appointed by the Corporation, the Oounty Grand 
Jury, and the City Grand Jury. The Corporation vohmtarilyhanded over their market 
rights to this Body of Trustees in consideration of their receiving one-sixth of the tolls. 
'].1he tolls are charged on all commodities sold in the market, whether brought into the 
market or not. The rate of toll is -fd. per cwt. on. wheat and barley, ~d. per ewt. on 
oats, lOd. per ton on hay and straw, and l td. a pIg. These tolls are in addition to 
the gate toll Gf ld. per barrel. Thus one Imperial quarter of oats pays in the two 
tolls 3d. The market toll IS exacted on all home·grown corn sold in stores within the 
city, while foreign corn, including aU corn br:ought in by water, escapes both gate and 
ma.rket toll. As ther? are free markets at KlDsale a.nd Midleton, it is not surprising 
that the corn trade In the Cork market has declined in importanoe. The dead pig 
trade has al80 greatly fallen off, as the bacon curers prefer to buy the pigs alive and 
kill them on their own premises. . 

The receipts of the market are deolining and are insufficient to meet the liabilities of 
the Trustees. The aVdrage receipts for the three years 1886-88 were 1,4501., the 
average expenditure 1,360l.; but the Corporation have not received their sbare of the 
tolls, and the debt due to the bank has increased by nonpayment of intel:est from 3,3801. 
t.o .3,55~l. The s.tatement. of accounts" as . made out by the Borough. .Auditors, was 
handed In for our Information. Mr. J. 0 BrIen, the Mayor of Oork drew our attention 
to ~ ex~raordinary ~ethod ~f rendering an account adopted by the'Trustees, who base 
then' estImate o~ theIr assets upon the amount of their liabilitie, . . Thus, while their 
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property . is becoming eyery day loss val~able, and their debts increase from year to 
year, theI~ assets a~e ~s~J~ated at 7,265l. m 1888. a.s against 6,430l. in 1886, t.ho:::e smns 
representmg the habl1~tIes of tho Trustees 'at the respective periods. exclusive of the 
claim of the Corporat.IOD. It appears that the tolls for the seven years ending 1888 
have been 1,530l., 1,4451., 1,3301., 1,1921" 1.3491. , 1.2431., 9661. 

Mr. O'Brien urged tllat th is market, having beloDO'cd to the Oorporation , who 
"transferred it to a bocly of 1'rustees, subject to a certail~ revenue, which has not been 
" paid, it should again revert to the Corporate Body. with the condition that they VOJ . VII., 
" should keep a market for the sale of such products as were originally intended by Q. 11,413. 
," the Act." He pointed out t.hat tho expense of managemen t would be much reduced, Vol. VII., 
as the Trustees had flo separa te staff of offi cers, and it may be mentioned tbat in 1888 ~·ll~~lt· 
the salar ies of the Secretary and Supel'in"tendent absorbed 3157. ont of a gross revenue Q.~ 1 J,427. 
of 1,2051 .. , 01' 26 p CI' cent. of t·he receipts, while salaries and labour eost 1,076 7.., aud 
the total amount of tolls was only 9661. 

AUTHORITY UNDER WHICH MARKET RIGHTS ARE EXERCISED. 

ENGLAND AND WALES. 

' Ve have already described at considerable length the various means by which 
market r ights have hitherto been and may DOW be acquired. It will therefore be only 
necessary for us now to inquire a.s to the extent to which the present owners have 
derived their title from authenticated gtants, prescriptive use, or statutory enactment. 

Mr. S. B. Provis, summarising the information contained in the Return of 1886, 
gave information as to the alleged title of 307 markets out of 766, leaving 280 markets 
unaccounted for. The return refer red to gave little information as to the titles of 
private owners, and none with regard to the manner in which rights had been acquired 
in Rural Sanitary Districts. 

In our circulars of inquiries we insertell questions on this point, which, howevnr, Lave 
not been very fully answered. Tho information which we have obtained is submitted 
in the following Table:-

.aUTllORITY uncleI' which MARKET RIGIlTS are exercised in ENGLAND and W ALES, 

excluding LONDON. 

Owners. Quasi 
1\larketll 

nodie~ of held unile P laces 
Persons 'Iuestion- wlwre no 

T..ocal other than nhle Markets Tolnl. Allesetl Title or .\ I\thorily for Mnrkets. Antho· Tnuling P rivata 'l 'rniling Itights, or are oow 

ritics. 
Companies. I'ersolLl . CompntliCii. lnformtl- hei(L 

tion 
defective. 

I . ,. •• , .. •• 5. 

-- ---

I 1. B,-· Royal Grn.nt, Charter, Letters 90 6 110 18 - 8 232 
PlLtent, &c. 

2. B y Prescription - - - 17 8 43 6 - 2 76 
8. By Charter or Prescription confirmed 41 - 4 I - - 46 

or regulated by Statute. 
4. B y Sta.tute (genern.l) . . 40 - - - - - 41) 
.5. By Statute (specioJ), Local and 42 20 5 7 - - H 

Private Acts. • 
6. B y Purchnse or Gro.nt . · 79 - - 1 - - 80 
'1. P articulars not ascertained . · 1 14 97 3 4 11 133 
8. No :Market Rights claimed . · 3 16 15 3 18 33 88 

313 64 274 39 22 57 76!> 

.------_. 
. The only remark in explanatio?-. of thlS. ~a.ble whIch It seems nec~ssary to make 
IS, that in the case of LocaJ. Authorlt1es 8cqmnng markets by purohase, It has not been 
thought necessary to carry the inquiry as to title beyond the date of purchase, as it 
may be safely assumed that at least Bome prescriptive right was in existence when the 
purchase was made. In the case of trading compa.nies and in that of private owners 
where the particulars of the original Authority were available, we put the market 
down as being held under that Authority and not as havin~ been obtained by;pur~h!"e. 
We have distmguished between markets whICh have been ongmatecl under the provIslone 
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of t.he Public Ht'Dltl! Act, 1875 (or any of those Sanitary .Acts .for wJri?h tho.~ Act.. was 
8ubstitut-ed), aud those which owe their existe?-ce. or theU' eXlstenco Jl~ then' present 
rorlll, to local. priYn.te, or l)ersonn.l Acts of ~arhnment. Among tho malkets cl~s~ed as 
helonf:ring to pri"\ato owners, n brge !)I"Oport,lOu of the t.otfl.l number have an or~gm r!ot. 
""itbin our knowledO"e. I t maY be asked why the hst should be encmnhelell wIth 
3::5 markets where n~ markets "aro now he1d n.nd 110 rights .. are ll~W clailllcd. ~rho 
answer is, tbnt, we have udhered to t he l'cturn made ~Y the L?cal Govo~'nl11ellt ].30[\,rd 
i ll 18.'36, which appe;),l'i' to have been hased upon mfOl'llli\.tloH Sllpplio(1 by Local 
Author ities, who specified every place whel'c the semhlance of no Hln:rket, was at tll:l.t 
time to be found. 

L ONDON. 

The meRns by which the several marke.ts witbin tho Metropolitan area )lave heen 
acquil'ed are these :- , . 

'rhe Corporation markets are held uudel' clmrters ,mded by statutory powers. . 
'rho Borollgh Market., SLach .. "rll Ma,l'ket, and St.ratford Market wer~ estnhh sl1ed 

uuder .Acts of Parliament. Covent Garden and Spital fi elds Mm·kots are held und~r 
Chal'ters grnnted by CharJes t he 2nd. 

rrhe rights and duties of ~he owncr of Covent G·arden Ma.rket have been uefined 
and regulated by .A cts of ParlIament, 

IRELAND. 

The Commissioners, previously r eferred to, reported in 1853 tlUl.t markets wore hold 
in :~4g places; th.:'1t no patent existe.d in 125 instances j and that II ill 103 townR as to 
.. which patents exist the mn.rkets Wel'e held on dHlerent days from thoso mentioned 
" hl the gl'ant." 

We have not the information which would enable us to summa.rise the facts as to 
the means by which existing markets in Ireland were acquired. It seems probable 
that the existence of a large proportion of both markets and fairs depenils entirely 
upon usage, find that such rights 38 may exist hn.ve been frequently exccede!l. 

Mr. O'Meara reports tbus : "Of the SO towns visited by me, tho nmrkots fm<l fa.irs 
.. in ouly three nre held strictly according to the terms of the Patents grantod for the 
" town, and in 77 more m::U'kets or fairs bave been established tha.n the number 
" originally granted. These additional ma.rkets a.nd fairs are established without n.ny 
" e:.\l)l'ess authority, and merely by the owner of the market rights . and gunorallya 
" committee of the traders of the town mutually agreeing to 1101d them." 

And furtbel'-
.. Out of the 26 Urban Sanjta.ry Districts in which inquiries havo beon held by me 

II only 12 exercise market right,s. and of these only ono, Carlow, hitS acquired the 
" mal'ket right.s by purchase, the other 11 holding either under special Act of 
., Parliament, or by the tacit consent of tbe individual in whom tbe market rights are 
" legally vested, 0 1' as the BUCCeSSOl'S of the original grantees of the several Letters 
" Patent." 

SCOTLA?<.'1>. 

The markets in Edinburgh, eight in numher, are the property of the Oorporation, 
who acqUIred them by various Chart.el's dating from David II. down to J ames Vr., the 
last being "The Golden Oharter," dated 15th March 1603. These Oharters have been 
supplemented by several Acts of Parliament from 1838 to 1874. 

Mr. R. Adams, the Oity Ohamberlain, with whom Mr. A. Harris, the Deputy T own 
Clerk, also appeared, stated that .. the fruit and vegetable markets ar e held on every 
" lawful day f,'om 7 o'clock till 10 o'clock in the forenoon from the 1st of May 
" to the 30th of September, and from 8 o'clock to 10 o'clock in the forenoon from the 
" 1st of October to the 30th of April. Those hours are for the wholesale dealers, 
" the gardenersl and other salesmen. For stall-holders in the r etail ma.rket a very 
" small market outside t.he ·larger market, the hours are on every lawfu1 day from 
" 7 o'clock in the morning till 5 o'clock in' the evening from the 1st of May to the 
" 30th of September) and from 8 o'clock in the morning till 5 o'clock in the evenine 
" from the 1st of October to the 30th of April. 'the wholesale fish market is hela 
u OD. every lawful day from 10 o'clock in the forenoon till about 12 noon. The retaj} 
" fish market is held on every lawful day from 10 o'clock in the forenoon till 4 o'clock 
H in the afternoon . rrbe corn market is held on Wednesda.ys from 11 o'clock in the 
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.. lUOI'ning until about 3 o'clock ill the after noon. It is only held on ono day in the 
"we-ek. 'eho ti e~,}l UI!\I·kcts ;\,r e held on every lawful ilav from 5 o'clock: in the 
" ~nol"ning ~ill g~' dock at ]'~ig'b t, wit.l~ t he e:<o:ccptioll of Sa.tu rrla.ys, when the market 
" IS open . tIll ltalf-pa.:., t 11 0 clock. 1ho wholesale poultry, egg", butter, and cheese 
•. market IS heM Oll every lawful day from about () o'clock t ill 10 o'clock in tbe 
H forenOOll . '1' lw rcmit pOl lltl"y market is beld (l uring the Sa.me hours as the flesh 
<I lll:ll'keb, whicll they closely a.djoin. ,]~he catt,)o market for the s~1 1 e of fat cattle , 
" sheep. fliHI pig:.; is hdd lln ~r ttesdn,yf.; from 11 o'clock in the for enoon t ill about 
41 4 o'clock ill ~,h c nft.c.'l'noon ; for tho sal~ of store 7attle, sheep, p igs, and milch cows 
" t,he market If.! 11(~lLl on , VI:ulll'sebys from II 0 clock in t,he for enoon till about 
" .... o'clock in t.he nftcI'IlUOll ; nnd the market fo I' the Hitle of horses ill t ile OTaSR 
" markct j ); llclt] t)]] W edllcs4ln.ys from 11 o'clock 111 the fOl'enoon to ahout 4 o'clo~k i ll 
" the n.ftel'llOon." 

1'he COl'pomtion alone have a stntutol'Y r ight to hold markets in Ediuburgh . Vul. v lI" 
Mal'kel-s wel'e establ il:>hocl :\ long time ago ~~t Stockbridge. Broughton, aml in Q. H,067 . 
Nicholson 8tl'cet, which have disappeared. Recently a wh olesale meat market has heen 
estK'l.blished neal' the city slaughtcl'. hollses by a private company. but the Corporation 
who hold fLll exclusive l ight to erect, mn.rkets not only within th e 13ol'ough. hu t 
throughout the wholo country of Mi(llothjan, ha.ve not enfol'cetl their rights. 

These mar kets ancl market customs are the most ancient part of the " common g ood" 
of the Bnrgh. 

'.J.1his tierm .. common good" is invariably used in · Scotland, a.nd it may not be ont 
of place hero to give some cxplanation of i t.q orig in anc1 meaning. 

'Ve are inJebted to S11' .Tn.mesMal'wick, the '!'OW11 Clerk of Glasgow, for the foll owing 
defin ition of the te;:1'm n common good." 

In Scotland rLS in England Roy al Burghs received at their constitution cer tain 
valuable righ ts and privileges. Among t,hese wel'e exclusive rig h ts of t r ading. power 
to levy ane! approprintc fol' public purposes Lolls and rates exigible on the passing into 
:l1Hl out of the BIll'gh of passo11gm.'S alHl gootls. awl freq1tently gifts of trncts of lnutl 
aroulHl Lhc B urgh. ~I'h os~, with successivo onlal'gemen ts by subscqnent Sovereigns, 
and bequests :mel acquisitiuns of hOl'itahle amI movr"ble property, ha.ve immemorially 
been knowlI in Rcotluwl as n the commOn good " of the Burgh. 

Untler tho olll bw no goO(l:-; could bo sold except in the Burgh a nd. by Burgesses, nnu 
markets for va.l'ioH/i commod ities wore established in different par ts of t ho Burgh. 
Customs wero exacted from all goous coming into and sent out from the market , ::md 
rates were charged uIJOU lilt goouR sold in nuwket. 

In modern times the oxclusive privileges of t rade thus conferrod upon Burgesses 
have hecn uxt,inguished, and tho exaction of petoty customs has f()l' th e most part been 
abolished, tho pecuniary loss cntailed by such abolition being in some CAses mado good 
either out of puhlic l'a.tOE levie{l by the Magistol'llt.es and Council , or by COml)ensation 
being givf'.u out of the proceeds of police Of' ot.her B8sessments levied within tho B urgh . 
But t.il ll blll"gh f.! or Scotlaud have in all C:'1,SQS retained tho managemen t 1\11e1 coutl'ol uf 
the common good, as it hns existed from timo to time, amI the proceeds uf t hat fund 
have been appliet] towards meeting the expenditul't:l of the Iml'gh. 

The discretion whieh the Magi strates and OouucH of Scotch Burghs have alwo.ys 
exercised in relation to that fund has been very wide, and speaking generally . they 
have. and exercise, n. r p.cognised right tu apply the common good and its proceeds for 
such purposes as in their judgmen t are titted to promote the general interests of the 
Burgh. In this r espect their nction is of a wholly different a.nd much more unrestricted 
character than that of Statutory ~rrustees dealing with statut.ory f uud,;, which can 
only be applied to the precise purposes f or which P arliament 11o.s given power to 
these Trustees to apply them, 

Th. rights and po wers of the Magistrates .nd Council of Roy al Btlrghs in Scotla.nd 
in regard to the "corumon good" are alao entirely different f rom those of El)glish 
Corporations in regal'd to what is known as "the Borough Fund." That fund includes. 
it, is understood, the whole property of the'Corporation derived from royal and other 
gifts, &c" as well as the proceeds of ra.tes and assessments, b ut the uses to whIch 
the fund is applicable are strictly limited by statute, and so in relation to the 
administration of the entire fund E nglish Corporations oceupy thc., same position a:i 
Scotch Corporations occupy in regard to purely Bt.tutory {ue(k . 

'f he Fruit and Vegeta.ble Market, which is more generally known a.") the Waved ey Vul VII.; 
Market , is covered in, and buyers as well as sellers pay a poll tax of 11.1. in t ho morning Q. H 065, 
and ld. in the afternoon to enter :it. This has been levied since 1847, and gives 1) (1 &c" 14,O~7, 
dissatisfaction. .. 

a e6l25. E 
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3 ·[ ROYAL cO:'J)n SSrON I)N r.lA . .RKET RIGRTS AND TOI,LS: 

The l'OV6HU ..... froID this 1Il:H'ket amounts to 2,915l. and tho expenditure, including 
iuterest and sinking fund ouloans, to 3,328l. Tho deficit is ma.de up by utilising the 
pl'ofits from other murkets, or, ill oth~r words, it is taken out of the" common. good." 

The capital expenditure on this market has beeu about 35,432l., "of WblC~l there 
" was charo-ed acraillst the genersl improvements, police accounts, and set agmnst the 
" Burgh as~ssm~Dts 3,750l. in respect of the improvement of the east end of Princes 
H Street, caused by the erection of the market roof." 
' ... 'fbe site originally belonged to the COl'pol'ation. but passed into the hands of the 
North British Railway, who subsequently exchangeil it for another site, for the purposes 
of l'ailwn.y extension. 

The money borl.'owed on t.his and other markets was authorised by thc Improvement 
Act of 1874. 

There are 110 fixed rents, Mr. Adams states, in this mal'ket, but the rent is obtained 
by collecting a duty of Is. for standing room for each two-wheeled cart-load of produce 
entering the market, and 2s. for a four-wheeled cart-load. The market gardeners 
have powers from the Town Council to alloca.te spaces. rrhe rent of these amounts 
to about I,36U. a year, inclusive of the sums obtained from reut of the Market Houso 
for enterta.inments after market hours, which have nothing to do with market clues. 
rrhen the rents of stalls in the gallel'Y and of rooms amount to 856l. a year. The 
poll-tax for entry of the general public realises ·569l., and the lavatory dues reach 
1281. 12~. 2d.. A small balance of lOs. lOd. from the sale of unclaimed goods, and the 
sum of l ! (l., for weighing dues, complete the total of 2,915l. 7s. 

This market covers an area of 6,636 square yards. 
:nil'. John Mathison, solicitor to the Mru'ket Gardener!:>' Association, appeared on 

their behalf, b:lt after hearing Mr. Adam's evidence, be stated they had no complaint 
to make. However, he desired to make two suggestions : first, that tho cn.rt dllCS, 

which were increased by the Corporation at the recommendation of the Gardeners' 
Association, in cOllsiderat·ion of the extra expense incurred by covering in the market, 
should be reduced when the debt was paid off, as they press heavily on the smaller 
lllen j secondly. tbat during certain pcriods of the year, and pa.rticularly in tho summer, 
there is not sufficient room in the mal'ket, aml it is necessary then to put two men into 
one stand, which causes some crowding and inconvenience. 

This matter has been represented to the Corporation, and llS there is a. apnce 
available, the Association hope it may be added to the Waverley Market. 

The Wholesale Fish Market covers an area at 994 square yards and contains 
10 st.alls, with rooms 01' offices at.tached j it is compl~tely covel'cd iu~ 1.1ho capital 
expenditure on this market has been 7,614l., the aonual average revenue from stallages 
is 5031. 178. 8d., and from other sources ll. II s. l d. The expenditure amounts to 
8181., including 6081. interest on loans and sinking fund . 

The Retail Fish Market is small and unimportant, and we need not refer to it further. 
The receipts are lHI., and the expenditure 511. 

The Flesh Market consists of a number of stalls known as arch stalis, which al'O in 
the buildings surrounding the market. In the celltI'e are wooden stl:.lls or craem8S, for 
which a charge of 68. n week is made. The. revenne from staliages iR 605l., and the 
expenditure is, only 3851., showing a profit of 220l. There is no debt on this market. 
No tolls or dues are levied on meat brought into the market, 

The wholesale and retail poultry markets are both very small, and need no comment 
from us. 

The Cattle Market is commodious, admirably arranged, with good lairs and sheds. 
It contains tw~ ~ucti?n ~arts, and .stable accommodation. It is kept rem3I'kably clean, 
and .when we VIsIted.It ·WItb.out no:tIce. we had DO fault to 6.nd. A small weig.b bridg~ of 
a SUItable character 15 proVlded mth ll"on hurdl!,", and app~ared to be in good working 
order. Only ODe beast can be weIghed at a time, which 111 a large market is a draw-
back. This market covers an area of 3'18 acres. . 

The revenue derived from this market is very large, amounting to in aIl4,490l. Us. 2d. 
Of this, 3,0941. is derived from tolls. Under the ancient Charter which was confinned 
by the Act of 1874, the sum of 4d. is levied on every head of cattle that enters the city 
for sale or slaughter, Id. on sheep, 2d. on swine, and 4d. on horses. These tolls are 
collected by ~acksmeD station.ed at certain various pl~esJ including the different auction 
marts, of which that belongmg to Messrs. Swan 18 the most important. ..All cattle 
entering these marta have to pay the toll, and Mr. Adam, in reply to questionR as to 
what sel"Vlce was rendered by the Corpora,tlon ill respect of the toll of 4d., roplied 
" Directly none." . 
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Tbes(1 t.olb a re levied , t.aking a yeal'ly a.verage, 011 26,127 oxen, 100 ,553 sheep, ancl Vol. V1J., 
2,0715 ~Willfl. ~Plte uXlJemlitllru amouuts to l,G54l. , len.viug n. bahmcc of ~,8371. , which Q. H ,123. 
is cal1'ied to the " common good," 

The CorH Market is a cov(;) l'ed hui.lflill g which .\vas ereclie(l alJout t he Y0ur l R4'i , as the 
old market waS foum[ tu he tota.lly lllrlUeq Ll:1.t,e tVl' t he pUl'p0f.;e . ~I~bc l'l'VOIl 1l0 amounts Vol. VII., 
to 2,1371,. of, w,hich 2411. ir:-deri ved fro!\"! tIle pull.t.ax of 1{1. paid by cadL y\:! I'SO~l wilt) (ol. H ,l3·" 
enteril tho lnuld111g. Rents. amouut to 348':.; ~ tn.ll ngtl:'i au !l st~tl1l1 d nes, 1 HUl.; nlll'lll. 
reents, 411.; stall dues ilnd I'ents of countlllg roolUS, 1,219l, ; sil.mplo dues, 861. ; and 
occasionn.l stnJl dues, 2t. 

The expen(lituro on the mm'ket annually is 1.945l., and is made lip as follows :-l,O-lOl. 
interost and sink,i.ng fU.lId ?1l cl\pi tal borrowed; salar ies of officers, l 66/..; 1'ep:\i1's, :W-l-l. ; 
"other purposes (wInch lIlclude water, gas, coal, ra.tes and tuxes, in !5l1l'ance, collectors' 
wages, &c., &c.),44fJI. 

Tbc capitnl expendit l11'o on tho market was about 3G,37!j l . Of this )) Ilm, 18,;,)00l. was Vol. VIL, 
borl'owed undel' the Act of 1847, when the new corn m:l.l'ket was n.uthurised Hnd b Llilt. Q. H,1~5. 
This sum was paid off entirely befol'e the yea.l' 1870 out of the surplus l'~venl1C f rom the 
Ulllrket. I II 1870 the market was free from debt ; but in 1874 a fll rthel' extension of Vol. VIJ., 
it beca.roe u. matter of lleee!5sity, and under the Act of tha.t year t he Corporation was Q. 14,12(>. 
authorised to borrow a smn of 13,0001. upon mortgage. This was borrowod ; hilt more 
capital being reqn ired, a temporary advance was made of 4,8757., bl'inging the to tal 
capital expenditure nnder the Act of 1874 to 17,875l. The security of the market rates 
was given for the ~mpol'ary adva.nce, and the capital, with interest, is being paid off 
at the rate of 1,040l. " year, and at tl,is rate the entire debt will be wiped on about the 
year 1894. 

The COl'pol'nt.ion charge 10l. a year for the rent of n. stall, which sum is authorised Vol. Vl1., 
by the Act of 1874, and sellers of corn by sample pay 18. per sample, or 5 8. n day. (j.1

3
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,135, 

14,1 . 
Mr. William Lindsay ana Mr. S. B. Sutherland a.ppe:l.red before us to represent staU- Vc,l. VIT., 

holtlers in tho corll !Dr~l'ket, (~. 1-l, ~4(), 

MI'. Sutillcrbnu haneled ill a statement, t OgotllOl' with It memorial siglloll by 132 stall· 
holders which hall bean sent to tho Corporation. I t contuins tho objootiullS which they 
entcl't:~in tu the actiull of the Corporation in maintaining the rents in tbe corn mi.~rket. 
when, as they a.11ege, thero was an ullderstanuing that the rent::! should be reduced as 
soon us the original uobt on the mn.rket was pa.id off, 

It also appears that tIle Corporation proposed to r0strict the stall-holders to their owu 
stalls, and not permit thorn to sell by sample anywhere in the market area, 

Tho following extract from the memorial enters funy into the question:-
., Hitherto the staU·holders have from the first opcuing of the markut bui lclillg' 

" enjoy()(l tho privilego of etfeetillg I-Hues by sample, during market hour)), ovor tho 
" whole. area. of the market, and upon thnt foo ting they have rented anrl paid for tJl0 
" stalls occupie{l by them . The proposed new mode under which they a.re to ho 
" confined to their stalls is not only a retrogade movement, hut is an attempt to 
" impose restrictions up?n t~e fr~eclom of sale ill a public mal'k?t. not con~jstent with 
" ordinary usage, a.nd In vIolatlOn of hath the lotter and Spll'lt of tho Aot undol' 
" which the market building was erected. 

" Prior to the passing of the Act of 21st June 1847, which led to the erection uf 
" the present building, t he Ii..ego~ations whieh were them entered into fully reoognised 
,, ·the lmportance of the trading mterest now rep'resented by the stall·h olders. That 
.. Act (section 5) m.de careful and specific provision that the market·house to be built 
" should ' oontain a.mple and oonvenient accommodation for the whole blH~iuess of the 
" , markets, prope<rZy fitted "p fOT the use of cO'l'n merchants and corn f Mtors who may 
It • sell by sample merely;' aDd by seotion 14 it is ena.cted that only those perBons 
" 'who shall at the time be in possession of stalls in the said market house, or 
U I their bond fide clerks or salesmen/ or those who have paid stand dues as therein 
" provided, should be entitled ' to allend such new market place with samples snd 
" there effect salE·S: It is plainly the meaning and intention of these sections of 
" the Act, and of the general scope of it, that the stall· holders should have a right 
" to the use of the entire public area of the market place for the purposes of their 
" business in effecting sales in publio market , and that any attempt to confine them 
II to their stalls, as the byela.w seeks . to do, is an unwarrantable r estriction of the 
" r ights to which they are entitled, and which they hove hitherto enjoyed." 

On this point Mr. Sutherland states that although th e statute provi(les for the Vol. VI!. 
payment by non·staJlholders of 5s. a day for selling in the market, many pay no dues Q. 14,272, 

&c. 
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whatever. H e suagests an increase in the number of officers who shall by the 
diligent discharge ~f their duties discover those people who make usa of t bo market 
a nd exact the dues from them. 

I n answel' to a question the witness further explained tho method by which 
people evaded payment of the dues- .' . 

14,330. "How do these people manage to getm wlthout paymg1 -They do Dot 
get in without paying th~ poll-tax ; everybody must pay th~ poll-ta..'\: . 

14,331. "I suppose somebody is at the door to coHect It ?-Yes ; you go through 
" a turnstile. But the stn-tute provides that anYOl?e who goes to the market. and 
-, effects so.les otherwise than as a stall-holder paylDg a rent, or :1 per son lmvlDg a 
.. stand for the exhibition of stock s:1mplesJ shall pay 58. for each market day. A 
" man goes in and he pays his poll-tax, and be goe8 ~o a. buyer, and SIlYS,' I e:m give 
" you Hungarian flour,' or 'I ca·u give you AmerICan wheat. of, such an d such a 
" description without a sample at all at su~h. ana sll~b a pl'IC~, Hnd he effects rL 

" sale. He gets the benefit of the market bUlldmgs, auCl pays neIther stall rents nor 
" stand dues. 

14.332. "Th,t is a system of decept.ion which I sboul,\ bave thonght could easily 
H have been checked1- Not very ensi ly. A great number of people go into the 
" market who are neither buyers or sellers." 

Mr. Suther1and stated under examination that t,be COl'porn.tion having :m annual 
Eillrplus of r evenue over expenditure. of about DOOl., 0 1' detluct,ing t,he interest l1:nd 
sinking fund , of 300l. a year, hand thiS balance over to the common good, n.uu glve 
the stall-holders no benefit whatever. 

He contends that under the Act of 1874 only a portion of the sinking fund 
sh ould be supplied from the Corn Market revenue, and tha.t the remainder should 
COIDe frOID the surplus of other ma~'ket~, and the balance should. be applied towards 
the reduction of the rents. He maIntmns that the pan-tax winch tho stall-holders 
pay for tllemselves and t heir servants over and above the rents is au undue burtlen 
upon them., and that they .are ll~fairl.y t.reated.. . . 

Mr. Sutherland summnflsoa hIS eVIdence on thiS pomt uy saymg ;-
,. 1st. That no restrictions such o.s those proposed by the byelaw sllggbsted iu 

1887 should be put upon stall-bolders. 
"2nd. That more effectual measurcs should be ta.ken to enforce collection hom 

" persons using the markets for sales. but who pay neither stall rent lIor ~tall d UUOS, 

.. of tho dues paya.ble by such persons under the existing Acts. 
" 3rd . Tha.t the stan rents l:Ihould be reduced, and that sta.ll-hoWers and p<l.l'tiotl 

who pay stand dues should be Qxem'lt from payment of the admittance monoy. 
"4th. 1'hat the stall-holders a.n traders should be represeuted on a.n executive 

committee for the administration and management of the market." 
In reply to Mr. Sut,herland's complaint that people come into the market mu1 8011 

by sample without paying the dues, Mr. Adam has no doubt that this is done, and 
he has been told tha.t this practice has been increBBing of late yea.rs. The difficulty, 
he says, is to ascertain who sell in this manner. The collectors obtain clues from 
whomsoever they Bee acting in this way, and in 1888 the number of people who paid 
for sening by samfle was 1,918. He Ildmits that the stall-holders have a grievance 
on this subject, am the Corporation at the present time are considering how they can 
remedy th is defect. 

Mr. Sutherland proceeds to explain that by the 12th section of the Act of 1847, 
it is provided that it should be lawful to the Corporation to ievy and oollect II from 
" each corn merchant, corn factor, or other person who shall attend the said market 
<c place with samples of any kind of meal, grain , or other a.gricultural .produce," 
". . . '. yearly stall rent or duty of not more tban 101. eaoh: . . . 'in 
" ' consideration of which rent or duty there shall be allocated to each person who 
U ' shall pay the same a sepa.rate stall or comparliment adapted to the purposes of the 
" 'trade.' J) From the circumstance that this section provides that the stall rent or 
" duty should not ea:ceed 101. it is obvious that it was the intention of the Legislature 
" that the r ent to be collect~d from the stall-holders should b. reduced below that 
" sum fro m time to time as the revenues from the mat:ket might permit of. The 
" manner in which the market revenues had to be applied is provided for by section 24 
(4 of the Act in question ; and the purposes for which the revenue is so to be applied 
" are there stated to be---(lst) payment of the nece,sary charge. of collection, 
" management, and repairs; (2nd) an annual pap,uent of 346l. to the credit of a 
" speclal r evenulj acoount of the city j (3rd) payment of the interest on such sums 
" as migbt be borrowed in virtue · of the powers of the Act itself; and (4th) in 
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" reducing from time to time the sums borrowed under the Act, until the sr.me 
" have been wholly discharged. Now, It appears that althouf1'h tho wbole of t1:e 
" original debt \I pon the building has been paid off, nnd that too, as we shaJI sbow 
" presently, to a large extent by tbo revenue derived from our constituents, thcro 
.. has nevel' boen granted to them any remission of their renta.l. 

::: * ~, . :I' ':' 

/I Many of our c~llsti tuents, who ,have . be~n st.all-holder.:; for 27 years, naturally feel 
" themselves aggrieved that the wilole lllCldence of th~ debt and its eutil'e liquidation 
" ~hould be thrown upon them and the present stan-holders for the benefit of pORt.erity ~ 
" anel considering that they have rul'eady done so much towards the extinction of the 
" debt, they 110W vel'y na,tul'a,lly ask, rmd are justly entitled to receive, a reduction of 
" stall dues. He theu continues that such Do reduction was in contemplation by the 
" parties who pl'om.otcd the erection of the corn exchange, is undoubted. Some of OUl' 

" consti tuen ts, who paid tho ol'igiHal rent . of 268. per annum in the old corn mnrket. 
" recollect distinctly that the inducement wa.a held out to them thra,t the in creHse of 
" stall dues then contemplated was a temporary one--inteuded not to secure a revenue 
" to the city" but to nffol'd a fund of credi t for no Ii'mited l)eriod, to permit of the city 
II borrowing for tho purposes of the erection of the building, I t was quite in view of 
<I the parties, tbut as the uebt was reduced from time to time thero should be a 
" correspollding diminution of the stan clues ; and this view is borne out by the 
" remarks made by I.be late Mr. Adam Black. who was Lord Provost of the City at tho 
" time the Act of 1847 was promoted, and who, on the occasion of t,he opening of the 
" new corn exchange in 1849, spoke as follows:- ' When thE.'! Town Council were 
" 'informed, by those who attended the market, of the deficiency of accommodation 
" 'ill the old market, t,hey were satisfied that the complaints were well founded , :mcl 
" 'they determined that they would use their best exertions to provide suitable 
" , o.ccommodntion for those attending the market, as their obj ect wn.s not the privn.te 
" , emolument of t,he Corporn.tioD, but the benefit of the citizens, and the merchant.s 
H 'ana farmers who atteJlded the market. They requested that they might have no 
" , lne::oting of all who wore intel'csted in the undertaking. l'his meeting accordingly 
" j took place, antI wo saill to them, '" Now, gentlemen, we are disposed to run all tl10 
" , " risk of providing fOl' yon all the funds, only it will be nec6SRnry that you pay tho 
" , " intercst of the money which we may borrow, and appI'opriate a smnJ.I S11m as a 
..... sinking fund. which shan ultimately go to payoff tho debt ... • . . . . Without 
" I 0. sinking fund we could not have borrowed the money a.t n.1l. . . . As SOOIl 

" , as tho half of the debt. is paid, one-half of tho dues will be removed.' ,. 
Mr. R. Addison Smith appeared for the master butchers of Edinburgh. Thoy fcel 

aggl'j(lYlld that the Corporntjotl, who have fL surplus revenuo frfllil tho cat tlo customs, 
have !Jot reduced the t)lJ on cattle. aB provided by the Act of 1874. 

When this Act was before Parlinment the butchers opposed it. A meeting was held 
between the butchers' representatives and the Oorpora.tion, which resulted in tho 
following clrmse being inserted in the Bill :- ' 

.. Provided always. that the Corporation mar sUBpend the levying of the customs on 
" cattle and other animals brought into the Clty for slaughter only for such time as 
" they shall think fit, and may aga.in levy the Sa.me as they ma.y c~nsider necessary.J> 

He contends that that CI.USB was added to enable the Corporation to reduce those 
customs if they were found to be in excess of their requirements; and that the 
revenue now is shown to be in excess of the a.mount required; that they ha.ve the 
power to reduce them; that they ca.n reduce them; and that they oug~t to reduce them, 
~~~~ . . 

He next points out that the Corporation colJect 1.2071. for lairag. dues. while the 
real cost, viz., "provender supplied to stables and sheds," is only 725l., and it seems, 
he add,. that the butobel'B are seriously overcharged for this. 

On being asked why the butchers did Dot put their cattle up at Bome other place. 
he replied tha.t " it is most convenient to ,put them 'up at the public markets," a.s there 
would be an additional charge, but" the Oorporation should not charge more than is 
necessa.ry.'· 

Mr. J. D. McJannet. when examined at Edinburgh. Btated that t he weighing machine 
at the Glasgow Cattle Market was placed in an ~convenient po~ition, a.nd that cattle 
ha.d to be dl'iv..,n through the horse market to arrIve at the machine. It was formorly 
used for weighing hay. &c. In the statement that he handed in to UB thB following 
romarks appeared :-

" ~ Glasgow Market there is a good-sized machine; it was, and is still, used for 
.. weighing ca.rts of hay, &0., and is conveniently placed for them; but it 1S not 
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" cOHveuiently situA,ted for weirrhinO' cattle, as one has to dl'iv6 cattle across thai 
., portion of the market where b~l'seso arc shown and trotte(~ ant: the iudex lever. is 
.. rllsty and dirty, and the lb. figures are on the wrong Side of the lever (the SIde 
.~ a.gainst the wall), so the weigher cannot see the figures; he guesses the lbs. 

"On Wednesday, the 27t.h day of Ma.rch, I was in the market. ~ bO I'.rowed from 
•. :l\ l e~srs. Spcedie Brothers, cattle saleslllen, two fine bullocks, somethmg hke my Own . 
.• "\Yith the assistance of Messrs. Speedie's men we drove tbe bullocks through the 
" h01'ses and on to the weiahiuO' machine. I could Dot find the man in cbarge; someone 
.. went away to look for ~him~ I n five .minutes John McCan, a stable~an, in, thc 
" emplo.lwent of the lessee, came and weIghed the ~attle. I a.o;;ked for a tlCket of the 
.• weiaht; be said be had no tickets; that James Davidson was the lUall who had cha.rgc 
" of the machine. A. man was sent off' for Dn.vidson, who turued u p in 15 milllltes. 
H I asked him for a ticket of the weight of tb~ cattle. He hn-d no tickets, but on 
•. my telli ug him th;.l,t the Act compelled him to give me it ticket, h(:1 went all' in sen-reh 
•. of McCall (who hn.d r eturned to the stables), nnd after some little t ime he wrote out 
" the nccompanying noie, teAl'iug the page from his pass book, nnd ma.de McCn.ll sign 
., it ; be char ged me 4tl.. for it, and went off through the market . 

. , I was detained 25 minutes from the time the cattle were placed on the machine 
.. to the time I aot the t icket ; McCan told me he had never issued. a ticket before . 
.. I told David sl)~ that I would report the delay in the issuing of the ticket to the Royal 
" Commission. H e said nothing, but went 00', through the market. and no one was 
" left in charge of the machine. 

a I returned in 30 minutes and saw no one near the machine. so if I had had some 
" more cattle to weigh I would in all likelihood have had to wait again. 

u At 9 o'clock two bullocks were weighed, and the same two were weighed again 
a at 11 o'clock, and there was a difference of five cwts. between the two weighings . 
.. The machine had evidelltly been frozen at the first weighing." 

With r egard to Ayr, l i r , McJallnet made the following statement in the paper 
he handed in to us :-

.. I visited liyr Cattle Market on Tuesday, the 9th day of April. I saw the 
.. wei~hing machine sta.nding in a suitable place in the market j the platform of the 
" machine was 6' 0" X 4 ' 0", quite la.rge enough for the roquiremeut s of tho market, 
« only the iron hurdles were too neal' the edges of the platform. The inuex lever was 
" confined in a. high box, which was locked. 

"I saw some farmers, and at my request they brought one bullock Bnd placed 
" him on the machine ; there was no one in charge, but in a few minutes a younff 
" 1:\(1 came and opened the lid of the box and exposed the index levor; the bullock 
.. was weighed, but the macbine had not been adjusted, and aftel' tho bullock 
.. 'Was driven off the platform the machine 'vas adjustP.d ; instead of the balance 
" standing at zero or 0, it stood at 2C 3" 24", so 2 cwts. 3 qrs. 24 1bs, had to be 
" deducted from the ~certained weight of the bullock j this is a great objection, but 
" the young lad explamed that the back balance had been broken and had fallen off. 
" Owing to the high box in front of him the weigher could not see whether the 
.. bullock was fully on the platform or not j this is a very bad arrangement and should 
.. be altered . After a little the lad returned with the ticket produced. While on 
" the machine the bullock placed one of his hind feet underneath the under bar of 
. ~ the hurdle and rested it on the outer frome of the machine ; the farmers ha.d 
" great difficulty in getting the bullock to lift its foot and place it inside on the 
" platfor m, The farmers complai?ed of the machine being toQ small, but it was 
" the hurdle that was at fault . bemg placed too near the outer edge of the swinging 
" platform; this should be a.ltered." 

A6 we were to hold an inquiry at Glasgow into the markets there afi well as those 
at Ayr , we did not euter into these two complaints at the time, but deferred them until 
we could question the authoritieF. on these points. 

Mr . Councillor Brechin stated that the weighing machine in the Glasgow Market 
was placed ill n central pOSItion at the south-east corner of the market and is 
distant 20 yards from where some of the cattle are sold, and perhaps 500 ·yards 
from where other cattle are sold. He does not admit that cattle must be driven 
through the midst of the horses, for they can be taken round a t the back of the 
horses; nor are the horses there every week. The machine was er ected in 1888 for 
weighing hay, but it has not been much used. and there is rOOm for six or eight beasts 
on it. There is not a man constantly in attendance to look after the machine, but 
the le8see of t he market would always send a man to the machine when required. 
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Mr. Drecbin. stato~ tha.t he hM never hctU'll of .tho complaint of MI'. McJaunet ah.'ut 
the difference m wetght of the beasts. when weIghed twice on the same c1n.y, and it 
has never be0n brought under the noLlce of the Mmkets COlllmitte-e. NolV, howevel', 
he undertakes to ha.ve the machiue suen to. 

With reg:u-d to Ayr, Ml'. A. G. Young, the Town Clerk, stated that be had never 
heard any compl~ints fiR to the im~cnracy of the weighing machine in the cattic mal'ket 
nor a.s to it.s bcing \lnsujtn.~le in any way. The machine was crected specially fo; 
weighing cattll:l on the pn.sSll1g of the Mf\.l·kem and Fairs (Weighing of Cattle) Act. 
There hILS n OVt,ll' been allY domand fol' it since it was erected, and the dealers have 
never expl'cs:,;ed any desil'e to have a machine in the market. The lessee has a man ir. 
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charge of it every llml'ket llay. 
Mr . .John MUl'ray, 0. mnst..er flesher in Glasgow, st.'lted that he it was who had Vol. VII., 

the twO bensts weighetl twice with di fferent result.s. He attributes it to the fact that Q. 15,419. 
di[erent lUell were employed, nnd they simply maue a mistake. 011 another occa.sion 
he had fOllr buJlocks most ca.refully weighed, and the following day, huving been fed 
on hay and water ouly in the interim, the bullocks were weighed a.gain, when they 
were ouly oue pound lighter. 

Mr. Mnrl'n.y thinks that nothing is gailled by weighing cattle, for butchers, unlike 
stock-owners, are so frequently in the habit of testing the merit aud weight of cat tle 
that it is only a waste of time to weigh them. He sees no objectIon, howover, to tt c 
live weight being taken. 

STIRLING. 

There are three markets at Stirling, viz., the cattle lTI31'ket., the horse market, and Vol. XIII., 
a grain market. Chn-rIeH 1. in 1641 gl'auterl n Oha.rter to t ho MagiRtl':1,tcs and ~rown Part III. 
Council to establish 1llarket places in tho Burgh with mOorket dues. 

I).'ho cattle market is hold in n fielcllensell by the Oorporation for the purpose. No 
tons o.rc takel1. 'rhe horse ll1n.l'ket is held in the streets n.ud on somc laud n.djoiniuO'. 
The O'rain ma.rket is beld in the corn excbn.nge, which was built by the COl'pol'ati;n 
in ls!h, wherein weighing and measuring machines are pro-vided. 

There are two private cn.ttlc n.uction ma.rts, which are the property of Messrs. Martin 
a.ml Henry and Messrs. Speadie Brothers r espectively. 

The Stirling COl'POra.tiOll tendered no evidence before UB nt Edinburgh, and thcro 
were no complaints aB to the markets. 

PERTH. 

At Perth thero are 110 re,gular markets, but only three private cattle ma-rta belongiug ",:01. XIII., 
to Messrs. H ay and Kyd, Messrs. Macdonald, Fraser, & Co., and Messn:i. J ohn Swcm lnrt III. 
n.nd Sons, respectively. 

MI'. J ames B. Young appeared before us at Edinburgh and complained that whilo Vol. VII. 
the Corporation levy a toll of 2d. a head on oattle entering tho City, ond 1,i. a head on ~. 14,4~1, 
leaving it, they provide no market accommodation whatever. This is felt as a hardship c. 
on all the farmers and cattle dealers in the neighbourhood. The Railway Companies Vol. 'VII., 
compound yo.rly with the Corporation for theae dues. Cattle coming into the City Q. 14,5 16. 
for the use of the inhabitants are free from the due. The station is outside the Vol. VII., 
Burgh boundary, bnt the tacksman takes toll on aU cattle going through Perth to it. Q. 14,521. 

Mr. William MacLeish, the Town Clerk of Per th, stated with regard to the special ~~'i~'. 
compla.in ts roade by Mr. Young :- Vol. VII') 

" I think there is a good deaJ of fancy in them and not any foundation. The Q. 14,533. 
" custom' of P erth were established so long ago as 1200, by the Chartel; 6f William 
u the Lion, and have been exacted more or less ever since. I can trace the present 
" table, with two slight alteration" down to 1600, immediately after the granting of 
" the Charter by King J ames VI. These customs have been exacted in that Same way 
" ever since. The view we take of the matter i, that the tax (the small custom.) was 
" exactly the ,ame as other customs before thoy were granted to Burghs. It wa, 
" part of the Crown customs . of the country which were handed over for certain 
" services or favours by the King to the Burghs, and these have continued to be 
" exacted ever , ince, iu the case of Peroh, .by the excerpts of the Cha.rter of King 
« James in 1600. There were two special gra.nte made. One was of markets and 
II fairs, and the other was a grant of customs. They are two separate and distinct 
"things. The charges for markets and fairs were made for cattle amI other things 
" taken into the town, accommodation for sale of which was given down to 1688. 
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" The last vestige in l'espect to these markets and fuirs wus swept away by. the 
" Corporat.ioll t.hemselves. Then the weekly market.s for cattle and other thmgs 
.. gradually clwimlled down." . 

He adds that the markets have been suppla.nted by the auctlOn markets, 
The Corporation obtaiDs from the Railwa:r Companies 500l. a ycar in lieu of the 

dues levied on cat.tIe, a.nd these cnstoms levled at the gates are lensed to a tacksman, 
which brings in about 500l. 0· year more. Mr. ~facLejsh was unable. to ~fl.y ~~l;H' were 
the l'f'ceipts for horses, sheep, and cattle respecbvely, :lnd aftel' m~kmg mq.lIU'lCs fro111 
the tacksman, he stntes in a letter (which is printed as ~ foot·llO tO 111 t.be eVHlem:e) that 
he crmllot get llUY definite information on the subject, as the men who collect the toUr. 
keep no books. . . . 

He goes on to say that ,- if a. proper substitu te for these cb~rgc~ be provlde~ It might. 
be an advautnge." He belieyes them to be a source of vexation In the collectIOn. 

Freemen pay ono-third of the tolls levicd fro~ str~nge~s. 
The only complaint that has reached 1.fr. MacLelsh IS that the ta?ksmen say they 

have somo difficult,y in getting the toll from persons :vho are enter~ng the town; If 
they are passing through the town to ei ther of the 8UctlO11 marts ontslde the burgh no 
toll need be paid, though Mr. Young, iu a letter addresseel to us on the 13th May 
1889 (which is printed as a foot-Dote to this evidence), states:-

"A reference to Mr. MacLeish's evidence will show the Commission that he asserts 
" that Messrs. Macdonald and Fraser's ma.rt is outside the royaJty, but I have to 
" inform you that various farmers, myself among the rest, have at diftcrt'ut times been 
H sued at law to pay custom on stock going into that mart (Me~sl's. Macdonald and 
U Fraser's) after r efusal to pay it. Till lately these claims have all been met before (l, 

" decision at law was taken, but there is a ca.se pending at present which is to be tried, 
" I understand, 

"The reason why the tacksman's action and M I'. MacLeish's opinion 0.1'0 not 
.. consistent is that the tacksma.n takes all responsibilities, legal and otherwise, in his 
" lJaxO'ain with thc tOWI1, :Ind is unwilling to be convinced tha.t he ha.s no right to 
" levy custom on stock going into the above mart. _.\t any rote, ho h:l.H successfnlly 
" exacted it ever since the Roads and Bridges Act W!\S adopted in this count1'y 
I< 11 years ago." 

GLASGOW. 

The lllM'kets in Glasgow, six in number, are all owned by the COl'pora.tion. The 
cattle market, the dead meat market, and the fish market aro managed by tbe Markets 
Commissioners, the remaining three by a. Committee. They were gro.ntod by various 
Royal Charters from the year 1175 A.D., and are confirmed by Acto of P arliament of 
eliJ!'ereut dates from 186;, to 1884. 

The cattle market, in which cattle, sheep, lambs, pigs, and horses are sold, contaiDs 
an area of ::15,000 square yards, and with the exception, perhaps, of the portion n.ppro· 
priatecl to sheep at certain seasonti of the year, is sufficient for the requirements of 
the City. 

The capital expenditure on this market is not easily arrived at for the mal'ket 
committee borrowed money gellerally for the markets, and not for one m £l,l'ket in 
particular. This market is valued at 116,000l. It ia leased to a tackaman for a term 
of three year", who pays a rent of 5,310l. a year for it. 'fhe Corpora.tion e~pp,nAes for 
superintendence, gas, water, rates, repairs, &c., amount to 1,3001., leaving a bala.nce of 
4,0001., of which 2 ,2501. is devoted to the payment of interest and sinking fund, and 
the balance is absorbed as pront to meet possible depreciation of the property belonging 
to the Market Trust. 

This market has accommodation for over 2,000 cattle and 20,000 sheep. It coverB an 
area of 35,000 square yards. . 

The dead meat market is ret.ained by the Corporation and realises an annual sum of 
4,3141 . . Of this amount 3,1911. iB derived from tolls, and 1,1221. from st allageB. The 
market 18 open dally, and the sta.lls are let at the rate of td. per superficial foot per 
week, or I s. I d. per annum. 

The expenditure amo,?nt.s to 2,434l., inclusive of sinking fund and interest, leaving 0, 

surplus of 1,880l. This IB carried to a fund to meet the r eduction in the value of the 
market, which COBt the Corporation 35,0001., but .the value has been reduced by the 
CorporatIOn to 24,243l. In order to put the valuatlOn on a safe basis. The reason for 
this is expl.ined by Mr .. Nichol,.who sa:)'s tbat though the market itself has incre.sed 
In VfLlue, there IS a posslbllity of lts bemg broken up, and then it would possess DO 
value except as J.a.ud. It covers an area of 3,689 square yards. 
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The fish market '1s ::tllllost entirely wholesale, and is not large enough to meet the Vol. XIIL, 
requirement.s of tIle salesmen . The Corporation prohibit the sale of fish, except by Pan III. 
retail, in any places othel' than the marJiet. Hawking in the streets is permitted, and Vol. VII" 
fish hawkers require no license. The revenue amounts to 1.863l. a year. and the Q. 15,065, 

expenditure to 56Ql.. Intcl'e~t nnd sinking ~und may he estimated at 1,21:')[. , which ~~llO~~JI 
leaves a smn.ll surplus of l'ecelpts over expenditure. Q i -009' 

The bazaar,. the old clothes mal'~at, and the bird and dog markej; are managed by a V~I.~IJi., 
mal'kf.!t comrl1lttee ,of tho CorporatiOll. Purt Ill . 

'rhe bazanl' is a. market for fruit allll vegetables. and a. portion of it is set n.part a.~ Vol. VI L, 
a wholesale cheese market. It 1S unCIal' the chal'O'e of a superintendent who collects the Q. 15,2G9. 

rents fo r tllo stalls. I t COVOl'S an area of 7,800 sq uare yards, aUll the huilcliu!?S, with 'Q' Oi
l
· :'~!;! 

I C . 60000 h Co. 0,_ ' 0. th~ site, cost t 10 orpOl'atlOll , l. fl' e orpora.tion possess no m r\l'ket rights over 
thlS ma.rket, and therefore they levy no tolls. 

The revenue clt'H'ivec1 from the stal1 ~ in the por tion set ~pa.rt for fruit and vegetables Vol. VH., 
amounts to 2,3237. on a.n a.verage for the last threu years, and the cheeso market yields Q. 15,290. 
602l. Prior to the pn.rtial reconstrnction of the market, which took place in the last 
three years, the gross revenue o.mounted to 3,600l .• but the disturbance of the tenants 
during the al terations has resulted in a loss of 675l. a year. 'fhis the (Jorporat.ion hopo 
to recover again. 

The expeuditUi'6 amounts to 2,9491., which leaves Do deficit on tbe past three years of Vol. vIt , 
241. Formerly th€re wn.s a balance in excess of oxpr-m di tnre of n.bout 5001., a yeal'. (~ . 15,2!J3. 

rrhe old clothes mm'ket, which includes the sale of boots, shots . &e., If! let to a Vol. VlI., 
tacksman 011 tm annual tenancy fDr a.bout 2,030l. T he expenditure amounts to l ,096l., Q. H;,~8 . 
which includes 0. sum of G80l. for 1nterost on capi tal. The balance of 900L is carried 
to the common good . Il'he market covers nn area. of 2,380 square yaTds, n.lul it is 
fitted Ul) with stan ds. 'l'he dues levied by the tacksman 0,1'0 fixed by the Corporation, 
and thc1'8 are 110 cOlllpln.i nts Who.tevel' as to this mn.rket. . 

1£1e bird nud dog ma.rket was erected in 187G to moet what was believed to be n. Vol. VH., 
want in tho City for tIle purchasE' of birds, dogs. a.nd other small a.nimals. 11he Q. 15,3 13. 

Oorporation let this marker, for 12St. a. year, the lessee having to pay the cost of 
watching, lighting, and clennsing, and keep the internal fittings in repair. 'rhe 
ma.rket lS small, and DIlly contains 720 sqna.re yards. 

'l'he receipts a.nll expendituro pl'act,ically balance each other. 
Mr. J ames L\. Kirkwood, Mr , John Murray, and Mr. Wmiam Turner appeared Vol. VI!., 

before us in Glasgow as a d0pntation from the Glasgow United Flashers' Society. Q. 15,35l. 
Mr. Kirkwood, the President, stated that the Society was anxious to lay the 

following points before U8:-

"First. Thoy tJlink that it would be desirable to have the trade r epresented on the 
'/ Executive Committee of the MaJ.·kat Trust. and that as At general principle in the 
" constitution of the Executive Committees to manage markets and slaughter-houseli 
" throughout t.he country, provision should be made for the oattle and fieaher trades 
" being represented . The markets alld slaughter-houses in Glasgow o.re managed by 
" the ':l'own Council as Market Commissioners, under the Markets and Slanghter 
H Houses Act, 18G5. .As will be readily understood, there is a. great deal of business 
" to be done in the mcmagement of the ma.rkets and slaugh ter-houses, and this 
.. business being w hoUy of a technical character, it is impossible that a body of men 
II such as Town Councils can give that intelligent attention to the business which men 
" practically connected with the trade could furnisb. In Glasgow the want of direct 
" representation by the tr~de on the Executive Committee of tbe markets and slaughter
" houses haa not been 80 largely felt, because a. for~er President of thp, Society. Bailie 
" J ames Thomson, \Vas for many years Convener of the Markets Committee, and there 
" are at pI'esent on the Markets Commit tee two practical £leshera, viz., Councillor 
" Brechin a.nd Councillor M'Kellar, who happen to be members of the Town Council 
': at the present time, and who bave been, in consequence of their ,Practical. k?owledgft .. 
, pla.ced on the Committee. It would be much better, h owever, III the oplDlOn of the 
.. tra.de, that legislative provision should be made for trade representation, and I hay\;} 
: ~ been ask~d to suggest that a sim51ar p~6visiou for. auch representation sh~uld be 
. made, as lS made under the ContagIOus DIseases (AnImals). Act, 1878, by whlCh tho 

.. Local Authorities are entitled to put on the Executive Committee such rept'esenta
. " tives of the ratepayers as they think proper. The following is the provision in 
" tho Act :-' Each Committee may consist, wholly of members of the Local Authority 
" " or partly thereof, and partly of other persons, being r :.ted occupiers in thiJ dis trict 
" , of the Local Authority, ""d otherwise qualified as the Local AuUlOrity thin" fit .' 
.. I would direct the attention of the Commissioners to the fact tha.t, in the manage
" ment of the Olyde Trust, t.he ratepayers have direct representation to the exten.t 

a 1)6 12.). ,. 
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" oi one-half. I n cOlllle::s:ion with t ile Executi\re Oommittee 011 mal'kc:ts such a 
" iarge repl'esontation would not b~ necessary, but I think t.~at ~ ... t tho. vel'Y least 
" the ffown Oouncil should be authorIsed to elect au the Executive COllll.luttee of the 
" markets foul' 01' five ratepayers possessing the practical knowledge necessary to 
.. ena.hle them to give au intelligent direction to the business of the Committee. 
" In the case of Market Committees in other Burghs the number wonld not, of COUl'Sf'l, 

" require to be so great. The numbe.r of repl'esentative~ s~oulu be proportioned to 
.. the importance of the Burg~. I t WIll be for the CO~I~ISS10nel'S to .conslder whether 
.. such ratepayers' representat1ves .s~oul~ have ~he privilege of vOtlllg Ol.l t~l~ Oom· 
" mittee. As to this, my own OpllllOll IS that It ~ould be a matter of mdlilerencc 
" whether tho practical ll1 e~ had votes all the CommIttee or not. . 

" 1'he second point whICh I have been asked by the trade to brl11g before tho 
" Commissioners is the fact that at the present time the income and cxpenditure 
" of aU the markets in Glasgow are placed in one general markets and slaughter. 
" houses accOlmt, and t.hat in some of the Burghs throughout Scotland the inco111e 
.. and expenclitul'e of markets and slaughter~houses <\1'e included in the general 
" accounts of the Buro-h. The Society which I represent think that the markets and 
" slaughter·houses sho~1d be made to stand upon their own legs. and that the l'ates 
" of the sevoral markets and slaughtel'~houses shuuld bear a. proportion to the 
U expendit ure. Provision for such a separo.tion of accounts should hu made general 
" all over the country. 

"The third point is, that the members of the Society which I represent believe 
" it to be disadvant:.ageous to the h-ade that cattle markets should be fanned out to a 
" lessee, By this system of farming out the lessee, whose sole object is to make 
" the business pay, has a direct interest in cutting down to the lo\vest point the 
I< expenditure in connerion with the administration of the market, and the result 
.. is that it is neither kept so clean nor so well llghted as it would be if the management 
" of it wel'e entil'ely in the hands of the Markets Committee . 

.. '11he only other point upon which I w:as asked to say something is, the propriety 
" of legislation t o prevent sales of cattle III any other }Jlnee than in the public markets. 
,. Such a limit·atlon would not, o~ course, a.pply to the cnso of a dairy-keeper selling a 
" cow in his own l)l'emises, but It would apply to tho stock yards and anction marts 
" where cattle sales are sometImes held. 1 need not tell tho Commissiono1's that a 
.. perfect system of inspeotion of cattle can only be carried out where cat tlc arc obliged 
" to be brought to a common centre for the pm'pose of sale." 

M.·. A. Melntyre, Mr. M. Hetherington, and Mr. P . B. MacNab, wholesale butchers, 
and l'epresenting the Glasgow Wholesale Butchers' Society, gave evidellce before us. 
They say that the butche,.. have to pay lOci. a head for every bullock they kill in 
the Corporation slaughter~houses; also ld. for every hide that they weigh; and for 
taking the carcases into tbe dead meat market they pay I s.on each bullock. They 
have no objection to pay the slaughter-house dues, for the Corporation provides 
accommodation in return for them j but the dead mea.t mm'ket dues are high, and a 
very large revenue is obtained from this source. The Corporation formerly charged 
6c1. pel" bullock only in the old market, and the toll was raised to ls. when the new 
ma.rket was built, because a large sum was expended on it, and the Town Oouncil 
expected somt! time would elapse cefore they would be in a position to recoup their 
outlay. The but-chers were told that as soon as this new market became " a paying 
concern" the dues would be reduced to the old rate. It has for Bome time been very 
remunerative, but in spite of two distinct representations · from the butchers to the 
Corporation, the dues have not been reduced. . 

With regard to the wish of the fleshers to be represented on the Markets Com
mittee, Mr. Monro, the Deputy 'rown Clerk, states th!l.t this Committee is composed 
of 10 members, two of whom are fleshers. 'I.'hey attend the market daily and if 
any cause for complaint arose they would hear of it. ' 

Mr. Councillor Brechin, oue of the fleshers, says that the butchers as a bodyare 
satisfied with the market. 

There are two depOts for the foreign cattle which arrive from the United States and 
Canada. Cattl. arriving from the States are landed at Yorkhill, on the north side 
of the river, while those coming from Canada are landed at Shield Hall · on the 
south side of the Clyde. ' . 

These depOts are managed· by a Committee of the Magistrates of Glasgow, 
appointed under the ContagIous DIseases (Animals) Aot, and not liy the Markel!' 
Oommlttee. , .. 
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The totf~l cost of el'ecting huildings, landing stages, &c., on these depots nus beeu Vol. VII., 
6l,500l. The revenue derived from Shield Hall is 2,542l. ; the expenditure; including Q.16,510-
5S51. fol' iutel'es t on sinkiug fund, is 2,14Gl. ' 15,512. 

T.be reve~ue from YOl'k.hill amou~ts to 4,29Bl: ; the expenditure, including 1,170l. Vol. :'P:, 
fol' mterest, 1S 5,IHJl. , leavlllg f\ cOlll .. ulerable defiClt. Q. li1,;) l v. 

It was proposed to 'pay. oft' the capital fit the rateof 20 1)81' cent. per allnUlll, hut Vol. VIL, 
owing to tho trade havlDg fallon oft· dur ing the last few years, the committee Q. 1 5,~ 1 3-
has not been able to pay the instalments. I t is expected that the trade will revive 15,:; l{. 
very shortly. 

Am. 

TlwI'e al'e ouly two markets at Ayr, the cattle 1l1O.l'ket, with which we dea.l in a VoL..v I~ ., 
latel' portion of the Report, and the butter ma.l'ket. ffhis is only il small mark~t. Q. 1;'),56-1, 

a.nd the receiptH a.mount to 5G1.. a yeor. while the oxpenditure it;; ouly 101, ffhe Vol. VII 
two UllLl'kets were established nnder various Char ters. llat.ing from 1202, 01' even Q. 15,5(~."i . 
earlier, down to the year 1701. Thesc Charters have been confirmed 1..Iy the Ayl' Burgh 
Act of 1873. 

}'our t.imes a year n. horse fair has been beld in 311 open Rpace outside tlw catt.le Vol. VII., 
market from time imU1l:l lnoria.l, but complaints have been rna,llu t.o the COl'porn.tion of Q. 15,6UO. 

the illconvellicHcc a.l'iHing from it , and als'J that accident.. 'I Lave occln·rOll. The Vol. VII., 
Corporation Ilrc now providing a new and commodiolls market for cattle, and a space Q. li'i,6F:,"i, 
will be set apart for hOl'ties, so that the lluis.:mce caused by the fnir and the cattle N.c. 
market. wi ll be remo"Ved. ffho cost of the new mal'ket is estimated at 12,OOOl., which 
will be dofl'ay~d 011t. of the ., common good." 

DUNDEE. 

Mr. William Hay, tho' Town Clerk of Dundee, st.'\tes in his evidence that there Vol. VII., 
are three markets or birs that aro under the control of the Towll UouncilJ viz., Stole's (-l . 14,599, 
Fa.ir, Melvin's :I!'air, and Latter }i\1.ir, for cattle, horses, nntl sheep, alid also a. <I feeing" 
market called Bell's Fail', These m'e held annua.lly f\t the lh1.ir Muir. The Lady Mary 
Fa.ir is hold by the Ea.r1 of Home, who claims the right of dra.wing the street customs 
a.nd the fair dues Oil eight day8 in the year. The Town Council commute that right by 
• payment of 12l. a 'yoal". 

'rho fairs an!1 mnrkots of U lltlUeO aro helu umlel' various Roynl Oharters dating f)'om. 
14!>8, and ;\180 undor sovernl Acts of :Parliamellt , the lateRt being dated 1837. 

'l'bo tolls and custolI1s1eviablc at these ml1l'kets are let yearly to a. tacksman by Vul. VII., 
public .. roup." Tho l'out 'is 504l" uetuils of which wo give below. ~l'he income tl· 14,U'J5. 
l'elLlised by this means is trifling, H,ud MI'. Hay states that the ~rOWll Conncil l)l'oyiJe no ~oli4V619Ii' 
accommodution in l'c tUl'l1 for the l'eVl\llU~ , . • - . 

1i'01' la.st yea.r those soveral tolls nuu customs i generally classed unrler the head of Vol. VII., 
petty customs, were lot publicly as follow!:! ;_ Q. 14,605, 

1. The tolls 01' cllstoms leviable on produce and a.rticles entering 
tho city for s.le (except goods brought by the railways) at 

2. The ma.rket a.nd street customs on all goods a.nd articles 
exposed for sale in the public market places and streets, 
principally in green market - - -

3, The customs at the town cattle fairs (subject to an allowance 
m.de to Lord Home) 

Besides these customs let--
(1.) The Caledoniau· Railway arrange. payment yearly for the 

goods and articles brought in by them of - -
(2.) The Dundee and Arbroath Joint Railway arrange for -
(a.) The North British Railway arrange hy an agreement for 

a term of years yearly 

Making last year's account . 

£ 

6 

135 

15 

138 
65 

132 

504 

s. d. 

0 0 

0 0 

Q 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 G 

0 0 

Mr. T . Thornton, the Clerk to the Police Commissioners (who are simply the Provost, Vol. VIi. 
Magistra~es a.nd Town Council nuder another name). states tha ~ tho Carolina Market Q. 14,624, 
is under the cont-r ol 6f ·the OommissioD(\rs. In it horses, cattl e, cal ves, !:Iheep, pigs, &c. 
and agricultural prod~lce nre sold, 
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fl'he revenue l1erived frOID the market is about 9607. Do year, aud the Gxpe.lllliturG 
is 1.3261 . The excess of expenditure ovor revenue is met out of the general pohce rate 
of Dundee, which is levied upon all occupiers ·within the burgh. 

Accommodation is provided in the lllark~t fo~' 500 head of c<"tttle, 1,000 .calves, 
sheep. and pigs, 100 hOl'ses, and 1.00 loads of agrIcultural produce, together wIth five 
auctiou ma.rts sheds for stOl1lD'e of live stock, and offices, &c. 

The capital' exptlDcliture U1;' it Las: been 23,OOOl. , and of this Siltn 19,240/. is still 
outsta.nding. . 

In this market there is also a dead meat market whICh cost 2,OOOl. beyond the sum 
mentioned above. The Commissioners have reduced this debt to 1,G70l. 

No complaints are lllade of the dues or ~a.rkets, for in 1876, b~forc the dues were 
llxed, the COlllmlssiona.rs discussed them wlth the farmers, rmd adjusted t·hem at what 
·were then considered to be fail' rates. 

I n filct, the only complaints made before us in cODllexlon with the markets were that 
jihe rents of the slaughter-honses were too high, and that the auctioneers who Were 
represented by Mr. P . McIntyre, have pl'oYicled 11.UctiOll marts at their ow n expense and 
are. compell~d to pay taU to the Corporation on evel'Y head. of ca~tle entering the marts. 
Further, they are forbidden under the Act of 1882 to sell In theIr own marts except on 
one day in the week. . . . . 

\"ery little intere.3t attached to thIS pOl't1on of our mqGIJ'y, the burntng question In 

Dundee being that of the shore clues or plack dues. These we propose to denl with in 
another portion of our Report. 

SOUROES OF REVENUE OF MARKE'1' OWNERS. 

The Reference directs us to inquire whnt arc the revenues in respect of market 
rights, distinguishing the receipts from tolls, rents, stallages, and other dues, from 
other sonrces of r e"\"'onue. This we have endeavoured to ascertain by means of 
quest-iolls a.ddressed to owners of market rights. The replies, we regret to record, <11'0 

of a very disappointing character. 
Instead of furnishing information on each item of revellue, the owners very frcquently 

'1iyo the 0'1'053 income derived from all sources in ono sum, without Ui l:Jtiuguishing the 
~evenue f~'om tolls, rents, or stal1ages, whilst in mnny other cases the informat.ioll is 
ultogether withheld. In a few instances Town Clerks rufused to 81lpply the detl~ill:) 
called for unless they were remunerated for their trouble, 

In the case of markets owned by private illllividulLls, trading compauies, or other 
bodies, we hopod to obtaill corroborative information from the local authuri.ties of tho 
town or dist.ri et, but we were disappointed in most cases, I1S the replics to our qucstions 
are generally of a very meagre description. and very frequently the local authorities 
have obtained their information from the owners themselves, thus defeating the 
object we had in view. 

"\Ve ha.'Vc also found that in various instances when witnesses have appearod before 
us, the accounts of revenue given by them in reference to the markets of which they 
speak. are not in accordance with the returns given ; possibly because the la.tter are 
based on an average of three years. 

A notable insta.nce of inaccuracy is found in the accounts of the City Treasurer at 
Cork. who admitted, whcn under examination by us, that considerable discrepancies 
wure to be found between the accounts furnished to us in our returns and the acmal 
a.ccounts in the COl'poration books, a·nd he subsequently correct-ed the D.aUl'eS as will 
be seen on referring to his evidence. 0 ) 

Some local authorities class none of their receipts under ~he head f{ stallages." Some 
consider charges for space occupied as "rents," others as "tolls" j while in the 
numerous illstances where the whole of the ri.ghts are farmed out by the owners there 
a.re no means of ascertaining how muoh of the revenue is due to tolls anc1 how' much 
to other sources. 

We propose now to consider the nature of the several sources of l'evenue. 

TOLLS. 

Tali, as a source of revenue to a market owner, is a charge on goods and animals 
brought within ~he area over which those market rights extend. 
. It would appear that some original grants of markets did not expressly grant the 

right o~ toll, In ~ho ~aJonty of cas~s tbere .1S however. a g:ant of toll in general 
terms WIthout speelfieatlOn of the partlCular tblDgS for whlCh lt shall be paid or the 
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amount which ma.y be takon, but occasionally the scale of tolls is precisely set out tn 

the grant. 
The question of righ t, to take toU has frequently .been the snhject of litiga.tion. 
The result of a number of decisions on the point IS thus stl~ted by Gunning in Lus 

fl'reatise on the Law of frolls :-
"~L'olls a.rc Hot inciflcllt of common right to a fnil' or ma.rket; they will Hot na.<.!s G 

f I C f f r'" HlHl illg" 
" under a. grn.llt 1"0111 t. lC l'own 0 a n.j~. or market with the' profi ts,' . emoJmnents' Toll.~, p. G1 . 
" 'liberties, ' I f ree customs," privileges' [or athel' similar wordsJ, to sneh or the 1ik~ 
<i fairs or markets belollging or rtppertaining-but thet'e must be an express "mnt of 
" 'toll' co ?I.om.i·/lc . The grant, however, need not specify the amount 01' nat,Ul~ of the 
" tolls to be t .... kon ... hnt t11l1lel' such a grant the grantee is entitled to demalld and 
" take a • reasonable toll' fol' things sold." 

"So early us in tho reign of Brlward I . a stutuie WI\S passed by which the taking of 3Ed.1. c.Jl. 
u OUtT(f.gC01t.'i toll, contl'lt.l'y to the common custom of the realm, in market towns was Sc~ Itcport 
" made pllnishable ill curtaill casul:I by Lhe forfeiture of the franchiso, u.1ll1 in ~thert$ or Sl:l~ct 
" by fine nlHl impl'i.'$o~lllell1i . " . ~~~~:~t~~L\l 

r:(.1he Qno Warranto Holls already quoted recorll some complaints of outrao'eOl1$ toll, Customs iu 
and in the extracts pl'inte(l in Vol. 1 are some instances of the actual toll~ charo-ecl Il'elaml, 
and rm account of tho netion taken by the judges. :=> ' A.D. 1$26. 

U Amllllg other entries 'possessing a specio.l interest, we may notice that in the case VI)!. 1., 
" of Bakewell, in DerbysilJre, the judges iutervened to regulnte the amollnt of toll Jlp. 25, UO. 
" which might properly be taken. 'Vhen the market was forfeiterl ~nto the King's 
" hands for misuser, thc owner of the franchi se was eompened to reduce tho sc·rue of 
" charges, on the ground that they were 'superHuous and unju st, and to the 
" I oppression of the people a.nd aga.inst common lnw.' " 

Iu the case of Mey,ham (Mensham), in the county of Derby, the rate of tolls t.ken 
is fully set on~. The market and fair are seized into the King's ha.nd. " by reason of 
abuse." 

Then the owner, " the saicl E rl mund, prayR to be admitted to make a. fino with t he V,,1. I. , 1'.70 . 
•. King to have ba.ck the sn.ic1 liberties : amI he is askecl by tho court whether he 
U wishes to hlwe sneh t.oUs as aforesaid, which are superflu ous and unjust and to the 
II oppressiun O[ tho people I\1H] against the common law; rma ho aveI'd that he doos 
., not wish to tn.ke in futul'o n.lly such tolls, but says tha.t ho claims to take in futuro 
If as follows :-" 

Tho r evisod ra.W of toll!:! iH then sot out. 
" And tho mn.l'ket mHl fair al'O restored to him, to bo useu in the !)roper manner; and 

U he is directed to take toll in futuro accol'diug to his Bucond claim." 
Upon the question of the pelH.~lty for ta.king unreasonable toll, Mr. G. P . Goldney 

give'S the following oviuence :-
Q . . ( If the taU should be shown to be so high as to materially limit t rado, it would Vol. I£', 

" be declareel to be uureasonable, and therefore void ?-It would be declared to he (~ . :16:1-+. 
" unreasona.ble, bu t I do not know that I should go so far as to sny, • a.nd ther efore 
" void' . . . . . .. It would not be a. case of forfei~ure of the market, certainly, 
" unuer the decision of aU the judges in the Islington Market case . . . . .. I 
<I think it would be voidable." 

What may btl :l. reasonable or an unreasonable toll must be decilled by a court of 
law, except in markets which n.l'O under the Markets and Fairs Clauses Act (or the 10 Viet. 

Public Hea.lth Act), where any dispute concerning toll is to be dotermined by a c. 14. s. 3D. 
justice. 

It At common law, toll .. . .. is due from the buyor and not from the seller j but Gunning, 
" by custom it m.y be payable by the latter." p.45 . 

It must, therefore, anoiently have been pa.id only upon things sold. 
In the case of Meysham, already referred to, one of tbe subjeet~ of complaint was Vol. 1 , p. 70. 

th.t toll WI18 taken of both buyer and seller; and the revised rate imposed toll ou the 
buyer ouly. .a.t tht:' present; time toll is generally takfln on all goods or anima.ls Vul. III., 
brought into the market, whether they are sold or not. At Bome fairs in England, and 116-133, 
almost universally in Ireland, toll is only charged upon cattle 8old. ~~:f~, 

With regard to the ra.te of toll charged in former days we have not very full Hertford. 
information. The extrn.cts from the Libel' AlbllB show what were the" (materns" of Sec Vol I 
the City of London. If these .. customs" are to be considered a.s analogo':.lS to pp.42-44:' 
market tolls they were, many of them, larger in proportion to the value of the article 
tha.n modern tolls a.re, as will be seen by the followin~ instances :-

.. 'fhe kark of grain tbl.l.t weighs three hundredwelght owes for sClLvago (a. showing) 
.. forty pence. 

l~ 3 



Vol. I., p.44 . 

Vol. I" J.J. 44 . 

Vol. r., p. 41.. 

Vol. I., p. 44, 

Volol., p. 70, 

Vol. I .,p.69. 

See Vol. 
VII., 
Q. 4993. 

Vol. I., p. 44. 

Vol . I.,p.44. 

Vol. IV., 
1852,6171. 
Vol.m., 
73i2,] 3,658. 
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C4 Every man who brings cheese or poultrr if the sam~, amounts to fourpencc half-
.• penny shall pay one halfpenny, tho francblse excepted: . 

. , If a man on foot brings one hundred eggs or more he shn.U gIve five eggs, the 
.. franchise excepted." 

.. If a man or woman 1>1'inO"s bread fOl' sale D.'om St. Alhans of the value of fOUl'
.; : pence haifpenny such pers;'n shall pay ono fa.rf;hing ." 

And in Smythefelde the cnstomn T'J: charges were- , 
.. For every cow 01' ox sold that IS full grown oue penny, the franchIse excepted. 

" For every 'dozen of sheep oue penny, and if there are less one halfpenny, and if therA 
" is Ol1e only Olle halfpenny." . . 

" If f01'e10'11 dealers bl'inO" oxen. cows, sheep, or SWIlle between thc Feast of St. Martin. 
1I and Chri;tmas they shnll give unto the bailiff the thu'd best beast Mter t.he first two 
" best. If a foreign dealer brillD's lean swine for sale between Hokedn.y and tho }"enst 
•. of St. Michuel be sball give ~lllto the bailiff" tbe tbi1"(l best pig after tbe fi rst two 
" best unless he pay a fi ne unto tho bailiff <?~ sixpeD:ce 0 1' twelvepenc~." 

It will be observed that these cust.oms chffered III amount nccordmg to the class of 
persons who paid them, those of the franchise being exempt, foreign dealers (outsiders) 
p~ying a considera.ble toll , while certain customs were charged only on goods " that 
come from beyond sea." 

It bas been already observed that in numerous cases where the ma.rket right is 
l)ased upon a Chnr t.cr or Prescription it has been confirmed or regulated by Statute . 
.As a rule, in such oases a scale of tolls and otber charges adapted to moclern times, 
haEi been settled by Parliament or sanctioned by the Local Government Boarel. An 
examination of the Reports of Assistaut Commissioners as to markets in EnglMd 
where inquiries lln.vo been held gives the following result;-

1. Markets where tolls and other charges have been :fixed under 
powers of Acts of Parliament or sanction ed by Local 
Gove11lment Board - - - - 92 

2. Markets where tolls are prescriptive 53 
3. Markets as to whicb information is defective 10 
4. Markets wbere tolls are of doubtful legality 6 
5. Markets where no tolls are taken 8 

169 

Some instances of markets where. the tolls are alleged to be excossive in a.mount 
will be noticed hel'ea,fwl' when we come to eXlLmine tbe nature of the compla.ints as 
to administration of ma.rkets made either to us or our Assistant Commissioners. 

Even at the present day, as will be shown hereafter, there arB ma.rkets whero the 
claim of cert·a.in classes of persoDs to exemption from tolls is recobrnised; and the idea 
that strangers should pay more than inhabitauts is very commonly entertained. 

\V"hat was considered a reasonable toll in the time of Edw. I. , is iuclicated by the 
Quo Warranto proceedings previously referred to. At Meysbarn tbe revised toll was 
Id. for one horse or ox or for eight sheep or for four to eight pigs according to 
age; for every cart or horse load Id., for every man's load ;d. At Bakewell the tolls 
approved for the future are the same as at Meysbam, except that a borse load is 
cbarged tel. instead of Id. 

W e. have very little furtber informatiou as to the usual rate of tolls in former days. 
A oharter of the 22nd Cbas. II. , by whicb. a market and two fairs at tbe town of 
March were granted to the Lord of tbe Manor, bas attaphed to it a schedule of tolls. 
Tbese tolls are not very mucb greater than those allowed as reasonable in tbe 13tb 
cfill ttlry. A bullock is charged Id., 20 sheep or pigs 4d., a pack horse Cat fairs only) 
is charged Id. Every waggon. or cart laden with swange 0'1" jO'l"eign goods ld. All 
persons who expose any goods for saJe ld. 

The customs anciently payable in tbe Oity of London, according to the Libel' Albus 
were in many cases tolls.in kind. Thus ;- ' 

.. The cart tbat brin~s planks of oak sball give .one plank . 

.. Every cart tbat brmgs leeks in Lent sball pay one penny. and one fesselet of leekll. 
" Tbe vessel that brings mackerel shall give six and twenty mackerel, tbe franchise 

.. t d" excep e . . 
In some few towns in England ·there are. still relics of this oustom. 
Tbere appears. to be lD many large markets a tendency to supersede the tolls on 

goods brought mte the . markets b;r stallages or rents ·for spaces. One obvieus 
advantage of tbe suh.tltuted cbarge IS that the trouble of enumerating and checking 
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the entries of articles, of examining the dimensions of haskets, &c. is avoided , [Lud 
fewel' disputes al'e occasioned, I t is a.lleged, however that one effect of substitllt.iucr 
rents for space for tolls is, tha.t the casual ven~ol' of s~all gLlautities oE goods is kept 
out of the market , or at least placed at a dlsadvantaO"e thereby; and tha.t the trade 
is thus thrown more ftnd more into the hands of middle~ell. 

In the case of Manch?~tel', fl.ud according to the evidence of the Deputy 110Wll 

Clerk, the market autboritles .. held that the mal'ket ouO'bt to be cleared at uiaht and Vol. VII., 
" that if pmties resorting to the market wanted to le~ve their goods all night: and Q. 13,1:i85. 
" have a sepal'<:,,~ space ~notted to them which should be always theirs, they should 
.. then, in addItIOn to the toll, pay a rent. That was a. double charae. Upon that 
" litigation ensued, and this tillle the Corporation were the defeudn.uts,Oalld the parties 
" resorting to tho market as a body were co-pla.iutiffs, That case I think is not 
" r eported: it is the caso of Lawler .1/. Ifhe Manchester Oorporation, 'rhat case came 
" on for hearing, and the Judge, Vice-Chancellor Bristow, held that) accordillO' to the 
" true construction of the Mal'k.ets Acts, persons had a right to occupy upon Sl~'lCe, and 
" rent, if they chose to do so, in preference to paying toll j and furthermore, th at we 
" were bound , in consideration of that rent, to afford them all the advantage of the 
" market, and that we could not continue the practice of charging toll and ront in 
.. combination, and we were restrained from doing so, but that we were bound to give 
" them a rent if they choose to occupy upon rent, and that the toll was only in the 
.. alternative of the party not desiring to have space. Uncler these circumstances the 
II occupiers of the market suggested that conference should take place, anel they cn.me, 
" and the conference did take place, and we got authori ty at tha.t veriod to charge whn.t 
" was considered a fair rent for the market privileges enjoyed; and I beliove that it 
n was and still so continues a fail' rent for the space occupied and the advantages 

. " " gIven. 

RENi'S, S'l'ALLAGES, AND OTHER DUES. 

"Stf.llage is a duty (levied hy the owner of " market) for the liberty of having 
" stalls in n. fair 01' lTI::lol'ket, or fat' removing them from one plnce to another." 

ComYlIs' 
Digest, 

IV" 185. " P.icago is a duty for picking holes in the lord'~ ground for the posts of the stalls." 
These rights are generally given ill express terms in grants, but a grant of "toll," .----' 

which is a gm1eral word, hns been heJJ to imply D. grant of stallage, 
The distinction betwcen stnJ.bge and toll is that the former is a payment for the Vol. n" 

occupation of a portion of the market, while the latter is levied on something brought Q. 41. 
into the market. 

Both stallo.O'e and picage are "incident to the soil, and therefore if the King grant Gllnning, 
" a fair or m~rket with toU to one and his heirs, to be htlld within la.nd, subject to the p. !:So. 
U custom of Borough English, and the grantee die, the heir at common law shall have 
H the fail' or market and the toll, but the younger son shall have the stallage and 
" picage with the soil, by the custom." . . 

Like other market dues, these are founded upon grant, custom, or prescrIption. 
In markets established under the Markets and Fairs Olauses Act, 01' the Public 

Health Act, the amount
l 
of the sta,llages and rents appears to be to some extent left Vol. lI., 

to the discretion of t.he lbcal authority, while the scale of tolls must be approved by the Q.40. 
Local Government Board; though it is very usual in special Acts to prescribe the 
maximum charge. 

Rents for space in the market is only another term for stallage, though perhaps it 
is most usually applied where t,he accommodation supplied is of a more fixed and 
substantial character than a moveable -stall, o.r where the hiring is"for a more extended 
period as for a week, mon~h, or longer. " 

We have received from a number of marke"i, owners particulars of the chal'ges which 
they are authorised to levy, and "the' reports of our Assistant Commissioners contain 
very full information as to the charges now imposed in many of the "markets visited 
by them. We have dra.wn up· a. "comparative statement · (which is inserted in the 
Appendix), giving specimens of some of the tolls and chargee levied in the eight 
principal markets of Londo"n ~nd.m 24 reJ>.resentative c,:)Untry ma.~kets: 

It is not, however, easy to IDstltute a DUnute compfiorlson between different mark,ets, 
for various reasons. The" rate of charge " is expressed in ,differe·nt terms, and the 
accommodation given differs widely in character. ' " " 

It may~ however, be worth while to offer a few· examples of different rates "of charge. 
r, Tolls on animals are perhaps of all oharges the most .easily comparable, as they are 
generally at the rate of so much per head or per score. It appears that the toll for 

F <I 

Vol. XIII. , 
Appenaix to 
P ar!;l, & n, 
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fa.t cattle in the markets comprised in the before-mentioned Table ranges from 2d. to 
6d. a head. 

At Barnsley, Bradford, Colchester, Leeds, Bridgwater. and Sheffield 
the charge is 2d. 

At Bil'mingham. Carlisle, Leicester, Nottingham, Taunton, and 
Wakefield it is 3d. 

At Bolton, Hull, and Newcastle it is 4d. 
And at Guildford, Liverpool, Norwich. Reading, Rochda.le, a.nd 

I slington it is Gd. 
At Barnstaple 3cl. is charged if the animal is soJd, I d. jf it is unsold. For sheep the 

toll l'anO'€'s from 6(Z. a score at Colchester to 28. I ll. a BCOl'e at Islington. At Ashford, 
a market to which we shaH presently refer, these rates of toll have been consirlerably 
exceeded. 

I t does Dot appear that the rate of toll on anima.ls is governed by tho natnre of 
accommodation given, M for instance at Leeds, a firs t class cattle market, the charge is 
on tho lowest scale, while at Guildforc1, where the market is held in the open streets, 
the highest rate of toll is taken. 

Tolls upon fruit and vegetables are in somo cases charged upun quantities of a 
definite rneaSUl'e or weight, a~ by the bushel, peck, hogshead, or tierce, or by the sack 
or baa of a certain weight, but more genel'ally the toll is upon some indefini te quantity, 
such ~s baskets (large and sma.ll), sacks, sieves, chest.s, hampers, crates, cart loads, 
waggoD loads, &c. 

As specimens of cbarges on definite quantities, we may instance the following :
Fruit in quantities not exceeding one bushel }lays -td. at Bradford, Manchester, rmd 

Spitn.lfields, {-cl. to~. at Leeds, I d . at Wakefield and Oovent Gn,rden, and from ~d. to 
.1 ~d. at Birmingham. 

Butter is frequently chargerl for by the basket; but it is very usual to specify the 
maximum eonteum of the basket, or, as at Wakefield, to charg-8 Itt. for a basket not 
exceeding 12 lbs., and for every extra 6 lbs. an additional l cl. . 

Poultry pays toll by number, by weight, or by b •• ket. Iu the London Central 
Mea.t Market t he toil is td. for a basket not exceedillg 21 lbs. In the Borongh Market 
the charge is Gd. a basket. At Birmingham. fowls are cbarged for at the rate of td. 
each , whil e at Leeds, for a basket conta.ining not :nOl'O than six, the chal'O"e is Id. 

Fiah is charged for by weight in some cases, and by hamper 01' basket in others. 
Stallages and rents are generally charged according to the superficial area occupied, 

but ill ~ome instances the information supplied to us does not contain particulars as 
to space, and the rent is stated as so much for a butcher's shop or stall- sometimes 
the rate of charge per foot frontage is given. Some lettings al'e by the day. BOrne by the 
week, and others by the yea.r. The following information relates to butchers' shops in 
~overed markets. 

I I R,,, "" Sq"rn Foot 

; 

Mllrkel. lhnt per Squure ]<'(lnl 

I 
per Wet!k. pt'r Yeur. 

I Leedll - . . - - 2, . to 21. 8d 
Ceotral Meat Murket, London (nvemge) · I,d. 6,.6d. 
Birminghnm . . . · 'td. If by year &. Sd. 
Sheffield - . . · i ·ths of l d. to l id. Lt. Od. to 76. 1d. 

At Bolton the maximum charge authorised is Sd. per square foot per week. The 
present average charge appears to be about half the above sum ot' 178. a year, or 
~.wo- alld-a-hal£ times as much ~s the charge in London or Birmingham. Ground space 
In open or uncovered markets IS frequently charged for according to the frontage but 
the following information as to charges per superficial foot are extracted fron:: the 
Table before mentioned. 

At Sheffield from nth of ld. to td., which is equal to td. to 6fd. per square yard. 
At Hull *ths of l d., which is equal to 4<1. per square yard. . 
At Newcastle lel., which is equal to 9el. per square yard. 
At Carlisle I foel., which is equal to Is. per square yard. 
At Taunton 2d., which is equal to I s. tiel. per square yard. 
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It w.ill !>o !:loon, from th.is sta:tement that the charge for a t:itauding in an open l"narket 
for ,~ smglo day III somotimes m excess of that made in other markets for the use d a 
stall in a. covered market for a. whole week. 

We shall r ecul' to this subject when we have to refer to the accommodation provid,,)d 
by mark~t owners. . 

OTHER DUES. 

In this class must be included the receipts of market owners .from ht:wkers. iti1l61'1.H1t 
traders, and others fol' ~ermission to .sell outside of the market wha.t ma.y be sold in 
the mar~et. The questIon of th~ pohcy of these charges,. and the legalit,y of them 
in some mstances, 18 elsewhere dIscussed. We merely notIce at th is moment t he fac t 
tha.t in some markets the sums received uncleI' this head arc considerahle. 'Ve find 
tha.t at Burnley these fees amount to 2271. no yea,I'. 

Fees for weighing may also be considered as mar kot dues, In England, generally, 
they amount to a very small sum , although at, IJenzance more tllan oTI p,- tenth of tho Vol. X LII., 
receipts is on this account ; but in I roland, where the use of public weighing machines Pn1"t.i ., 1'. 30. 

is lUuch more common, these fees form a considerable por tion of tho market, revenue. 

OTHER SOURCES OF R EOEIPT, 

Local Authorities in many cases, and private owners of mal'ke ts, possess as part of 
the market property, shops and public· houses. The total revenue from the market 
property may therefore include ordinary rents. Again , in some markets the stall
holders f1.re supplied with gas and water ; in others r..attle are supplied with hay and 
straw ; and the l'evenliC in such cases includes considerable sums \vhich are pr..i c1 for 
such ac('.oIDmodation. The practice in various markets differing thus widely, allY 
comparison of gross receipts is apt to be misleading. A few exa.mple.~ :showing the 
nature and extent of the miscellaneous receipts may be given. 

At Preston l,098l., 0 1' nearly one-fifth of the whole revenue, is derived from the rentB .vol. XIII., 
of property purchased with 0. view to the extension of the markets. l)nr~~" 

At Wrexham 4:~2l" out of 2,I OOl., is similarly derived from the rents of shops and ~Ol. XIIT., 
cottages. Purt. II., 

At RaIford nearly one· fi fth of the receipts is from hay antI provender supplied to p.II06. 
cattle. Vol. XIII., 

.At Nottin gham G271., 0 1' olll'l-twelfth of the whole income, is received for gas supplied Part 1., 
to sta.ll-holders. p. 130. 

At Longton one· twelfth of the whole income is produced by lettings of the Town 
H.ll, being part of the market proper t.y . 
. In many other cases where the a.mount of revenue from sources other than tolls, 

rents, and stallages 8eem13 to be large, no further details as to the Do.ture of the receipts 
a.re given. 

The ma.rket dues and charges in IJondon are, speaking generally, of the Same .nature 
as in athol' markets in England, but in thA Borough Ma.rket, which is: mannged by 
Trustees for the benefit of the ra.tepayers of th~ parish in which the market is situate, 
a high charge is made for porterage, a.nd all those who bring goods into the maJ.'kot 
are comp. lled to p.y this charge, ,vhether they employ the appointed porters 01' Dot. Vol. II., 
It seems doubtful whether the Trustees have a.ny statutory power to appoint these Q. 3:l J 1-11. 
official poroors, though it may be added that they might, under their Act, charge as 
much for tolls alone as they charge for tolls and porter.ge. 

In Ireland, as hru:; been already observed, tolls are in m any places charged only upon Vol. VII., 
cattle and commodities sold. Mr. O'Meara states that tws system. prevails in the p. 262, 
majority of places. but that where local authorities are in r eceipt of tolls the system 
of oharging a moderate toll upon all animals and commodities en taring tbe n~a.rket has 
been generally adopted and appeare to work exceedingly well. 

We have received evidence ns to the existence in a few towns of a spocied of octroi 
duty, which iB collected in cer tain towns under the name of toll t,horough. street toll , 
gateage. This, though Dot strictly a. market toil, is of a.n ana.logous nature. V\O .. ~ 
def.er our remarks on t.hjs subject to a later period. 

NET REVENUE AS ' COMPARED WITH CAPITAL EXPENDITURE ON THE M ARKE'X. 

We have selected & numher .of markets concerning which we have a.t our comma.nd, 
either in the returDS made in answer to our inquiries, or in the evidence received by 
our Assistant Commissioners, such information as enables us to alTivo at sarnO 
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Vol. XIII., 
Part 1., 
p. 15-J. 

Vol. I X. , 
1;1. ·.l85. 

Vol. IX., 
p, 15i. 

\t(l!. IX., 
Q. 14,205~ 
&c. 

Vol. IX., 
Q.14-,298. 
Vol. IX., 
Q. 11,216. 

Vol. lX .• 
Q. 14.,422. 

r:OYAL conMISSIQN ON MARfiET mGHTS ANn Tor.L,t.(: 

COnCl\l8ioll~ m; 10 the profits of l11nrket.Q; fI$. coml~lercia1 \Indel'~a.killgs . .Af!.. these 
select.ions have t een made without rogaJ'd to the mfol'onc()~ wluch .ma.,'{ be d l'ltWH 

from the facts rtR ::;t,:1ted. we may perhfl,pR n."5.snmo tha.t t.1l0 Cl\~CS are tYPlCn:l. 
\V' e b.we previollsly stntetl tJ.lil.t the l'eCelptR of Jllal'ke~ OWllel'::I !\l'e VfLl'l OI1Rl y cla-Rsell 

bv different authori ties . 1\7'e hn.ye therefol'e, par tly on t.llls aCCOl'lllt,. a!l<.l pa.rUy bocause in ma.llY Cfl SCS the liitl'erclIt SOllrces of. iucome ;u'e not" (l isting-aiR.hod, c?llec ~nd . toll s, 
r ents, stal1ageR, and othor ma.l'ket l'ecmpts together. '1110 eXpell(h tnl'~ glvon HI slmply 
tho cnrrent expenc1i.tll r c for rent (if any), repa.irs, management, cleansIng, &c., wit.hout 
any allowance for i~tcrest on ~)orI'o~ed capital or for l'ept~~llle~t of loans. The 
statement as to cnpltal cxpellchturo IS taken from returns fUl'lllShed by tho local 
authorities. 

In some cases where our Assistant Commissioners hn.ve hold inquiries we have been 
able to revise the account. In ODe case the snm given is the cost of plll'cba.se of thu 
lll tu·ket· rights only. . 

Some difficulty has arisen in cnse~ where the loca.l autliol'lty has been for n. l~ng 
period in possession of the market SItes n.od of oth?l' land u.vmbble for an ex.t01~~nOIl 
of the markets . It lS clear that where a local n.uthol'lty r emoves houses 01' buildmgs, 
01' occupies for ma.rket purposes propert,y whic~ brings in. a rental,. it is en tit~ell to 
reckon libe Hl.luO of snch prOl.)Cl'ty at ~hc tIme of Its COllverSlOn : ~s .cl.lpltal expeudlture; 
but it would hnnlly 1>0 fair to estlmato, flS onc 01' two rmtltOl'ltlOS ha.yc done. the 
valuu of sites !l61licn.tod 101)0' pn.st to lUfll'ket uso.<) n,li their present v:',luc as bu-ililing 
la.nd. t;o far as our illformatioIJ. extclllls, thel'o aro ouly three places iuclutlou ill t,}10 

subjoined table where t.his difficulty arises, viz., Kingston-upon-Hull, Livcrpool, and 
London. Wo shall comment fut-ther on the statements as to thcso mt1.I'kets hUl'eaftor, 

r.L'here searnt:! reason to believe that very genorally the cost of mano.guHlont of markets 
by Locrlrl Authorities is slightly undel'Stated beca.use much of the work is uono by the 
officer s of t he Uorporatiou or Local Board, and the ma.rkets aro not charged with 0. 

proportion of the esta.blishment charges. 
Bearing in mind these circumstances it seems probable t.hat on tho whole tho 

amount of capital sunk ln t.he ma.rkets is less than a.ppears in the followiug table. 
Beginning with .Abel'gavenuy as the first of our typical cn.ses, we find tha.t tho total 

r eceipts amount to 1,028' .. from tolls, rents, and stallage..; , and thor lJ is 110 other BOU1'CU 

of income. The onnual expenses of the rom'ket n,re 206l. , while I G,828l. ha,~ beon 
expended 011 the market. '1'he b .... 1a11c6 of outstanding debt is not givun. 'rho ~urpills 
l'oc.eipts over expenses therefore are sufficient to pay interest at t,ho rate of 41. 98, pOl' 

ceut. on the capital spent. 
Ash ton-undeI'.Lyne has a. gross revenue of 2J 78l., of which 3D2l, is tlerived from 

sources other than tolls, rents, and stn.llages. fr he annual OXPOllSOS of the markot 
nmOlmt to 993l., whi:ie the capital expenditul'e on the market is estimated at 17,342l, 
The net income gives a return of 6'9 per cent. on this capit.al snm. 

The next ma.rkct in the list, Barnsley, is an exceptionally p" ofitable market. 1'he 
evidence given before Mr. Ohapman shows that the capHa.l expelldituro is rather 
uuderstatell, fin d. tlHl.t thor6 has not ahvll,Ys b een. a profit on tho mat'ket. It is worthy 
of note that ~fr. Chapman repor ts of this mal'ket. that " t.here is almost a tob.1 absence 
of sheltcl'. A good many complaints were mado that the chal'gos woro cxcessivo." 

In the case of Blackbm'n, . wllers there is a balance of receipts over expenditure 
I;:quivalent to lO} per eent. on the cn.pito.l invested, it may be l'eT1l1~l'ked t hat thero hn.s 
been no purchaso of. )'ight~. The site of the cattie marke~ has been bought in fee 
subject to a perpetua.l gronnd rent. The accommodation npl)ern's to be sufficient and 
convenient. The mar ket is leascd out. rrhe charges, which are almo:;t entirely 
stallages, have beon freqn61~tly revise~ and nre not complBined of. r.rhe C0rporation 
defend the system un del' whIch a conSIderable sum accrues to the ratepayers from the 
market surplns in terms "which doubtless ~xpress the views of moat local authorities.: 

" The Corporation of ~lackburn, according to their own statemen t, at the present 
" t ime undoubtedly 1\1'0 drawing a cODsiderable revenue from their markets; they 
" n.re of opinion tha.t the tolls at present levied do not repl'osent more than the 
:: rents and rates :which t~e stall-holder on the ma:rk~t may be expect-ed to pay for 

the accomm?datlOn provl~e~ . If the t.olls were ~mlted to the actual expenditure, 
" the Corporation are of opmlOn that, whIlst theoretically the consumer would derive 
" a benefit, yhe per-centage of toll is so infinitesimal that practically he would not. 
" The benefit would be absorbed by the market tenant, who would thus ha.ve an 
" advantage .0:e1' his riva.l,.the outside shopkeeper. . . . . . . The Oorporation 
" are of opmlOn that the market tolls ought to bear somo fair pl'olJortion to the 
" amount which shopkeepers generally hav.e to pay for rent and rates ," 
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Tho case of ~l1r'y presents ~ gr cat conLl'ast to that of the market just commeuted 
upon . . l'hr~ cn.pltal o.xl'clldod.111 pUl'chase of market ~'jghts! bnd. and buildings was 
53,1l0l. l ho surplus of receipts over cm'l'ent e:;..'pondltur e IS 1,154l., 01' 2'2 pOl' cent. 
on capita1. ~ehc millllal payment in respect of sinking flmd and interest is 1,9007., so 
t,hat here tllO }·n.tepn,yCl's ]mve to pay a.t pres~nt flo sum of 6451. to maintain theil' 

Vol. VII .• 
llll,727, 
&c. 

marke t. 

We havo montimlUrl HuH as one of the places whore the st..'\t.emont flS to capital Vol.}-v .• 
includes tho va.lue of sites. Thu 'fawn Olel·k puts tho whole capitn.l sUllk ill mal'kets q . Gt09, &c. 
at 142.1137.. , hut this S Ulll would nppc3.r to include at least SO,800l. for sites. We 
bave deducte(] that sum from tho total estimn.te. It is only .frLir to state thn.t, upon 
the view of tlle CHtSC put fOl'ward hy tl\(:l r:1~own Council, the profit on the markets 
is Ollly equa) to 2 '7 per cent. on capita,l invested, such calJit.al ho.villo· beon hor],owed 

f
. 0 

at a higher rMe a mtere,t. 

In the CU80 of Leeds tbe Town Olerk estimates the total CORt of markets at 288,5501., VotlV., 
but in that sum is included a. Iftl'g'e expenditure upon street improvemenLs cal'ried Q. 65'16, s.c. 
out in conuexion with mnrkct extension. MI'. Chapman's view is thn.t the actnal cost Vol. VII., 
of tho markets was 162,268/. ; Ul1t hOl'e again we mo.y nole tllat, if. t,ho'rown Clerk' s p.43·1. 
estimate be tn.k:en, the profit wm bo only 4'1 pOl' cont. n.gainst 7'3 as shown jn our 
Table. 

In tho caso of Liverpool, wbero tho account of oxpcnditurc, given ·by the Deputy Vol. VII .• 
Town Clerk in evidence befm'e 'lS, differs considerably from tho.t furnished in l'eply Q.13,582, 
to our circul.ll' of lllquiries, we havo stated the actua] outlay on lrl.lld 0.1111 buildings, ~~'13 600 
not including thc value of 8itcsJ which js estimated by Mr. Olo.re ::t.t its Pl'OSElut va.lue &c.' , 
as building lund. thus bl'inging np his ostim[~te of ca.pit..'\l sunk in ma.rkets to 370,OOOl. 
The sum which we have taken to l'cpresent ca.pital is 246,700l., on which the surplus 
pays 6·6 per cent., but if calculated on 370,0001. the return is only 4 ·4 per cent. 

Other markots mi~king large profits m'e·Peml)l'oke a.nd Swansca, concerning which we 
ho.ve no deta.iled information. 

rl'he ma.rkctK owned by the Corporation of the Oity of London have been noticed 
in an em'liel' portion of. our napOl't. W 0 have tabula.tetl the compa.rative l'esl1lt ns 
regards l'eceipt a.nd uxpllnd.itnl'o in those markets ill proportion to capital expended. 
I t should be Hoted that we have (;1xcludorl from consideration as capital expenditure 
a sum of no less them 287.,650l., tLo estimllted value of sites mtd Corporate property 
absorbed iu extension o~ markctl:!. On the 9thel' baud the Oorporation ha.ve as · a. Vol. If., 
set..off against t hUjl' gl'ORS expOlJditur e in respect of markets the valuable site of Q. 573. 
Farringdon disuscll market. 

':J.1he result of tho figuros tabulated is thnt 40 selectetl markets iu tho Imnc1s of 
Local Al,thol'i ties lm,vo cost ahout 2,6OO,OOOl. in adllition to va,lua.blc proper ty 1Jclongiug 
to the lIlunicipalit,ic!:!. and that t,lle l'ctUJ.·U for that c~pital is at the rate of abollt 
5~ pel' cent. ~L'ho markots in thc hands of the Corporation. of London havo cost 
3,OOO,OOOl" <.Ioml the l'O t U1'll is les!:! thml 4 pel' cent. 

With l'oga.ru to ma.l'ketB helel by I£rading Companies our infol'lna.t ion is lIot full . 
Presuma.bly OVC1'Y company pl'epUJ'es an anllual st.a.tement of account.s antI we .m.ight 
have ~xpected Lo be supplied with copies of thel::le. In many insta.uces we have no 
r0plies to our questions, mul in ono caso the Secretary to the Mal'ket Oompany l'cfusod 
to give any informa.tion unless he WU8 paid for it. 

In the place!:! visited by our Assistant Commissioners, where the markets belong to 
Buch Companies, we fiud, as in mal'ket.s belonging to Local Authorities, a very great 
variation in the amount of profits, e,g. :-

Ashford pays 5 per cent. dividend. 
Aylesbury is bankrupt. 
Frome pays 2 to 3 .P"r cent. 
~ighbridge pays 3t to 5 per cent. 
N orthallerton pays 2 to 2t per cent. 
Reading for a long time 3, now 6 per cent. 
Rochdale pays 5t per cent. . 
Scarborough pays It to . 3i and 5 per cent. to dilferont clMse. of sllar'holdors. 
Wakefield pays 4i/- por. cent. 
WellingtOn (Sam.) nothing. 

G2 
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MARKf.1.'S. 

Endence 
before Royal 

Cammi!!
~ioDen. 

HEPEnl:!'C£~ . 

Assist!\Ut 
Commis

sionel'!l 
ncports. 

Abslrnct 

" lkplie~ 
to Circu

lars. 

Total 

lteccipts. 

Expen

diture 

el;cllL~ivc 

( I e re

paymcnt 

of Louu 

nllli 

InteI"Cst. 

llttlanc{'. 

Cnpitlll 

Expeu-

diturc. 

Rate of 

I nterest 

which 

BalnDee 

pnyBon 

Capital 

SUlik. 
___________ !I _ '_" _1. ( Prlge. j Vol. 1 Page. !

VOI.XIl I. 
l'lt.rt; I., 

Po", ------ - 1---'---

1. Abergn\'cnny -
2. Ashttu- uudt'r-Lyue -
3. lhrllsley - -
4.. Bnmslnplc - -
~ . Balli _ - -
6. U innil'giutm -
7. lllnckllUrn -
S. Bolton - -

9. Bllrton-on-Trcnt 
I U. lIur), (Luue.) 
11. Cordill' -
12. CU'Ul!lrthclI -
13. Che~tcr 
1 ... Darlington 
l!l . DHby 
16. Dorchf'ster 
17. Dudley 

J 8. Great Orimsby -
19. Herelon} - -
:2 :.1. Hudderslleld - -
21. KingNtoIHlpon-Hull- t 

~ :l . l..ced ~ - - , 
23. Leicester - -
2~. I ,h-erpoo! - -
2!1. Lyon - --
26. }'l:luche~ter - -
27. Newensth.-on-Tyne -
28. Nortbnmptoll - -
29. Norwich - -
80. N IIttiogblllTl - -
3L. Oswcstry - -
3:1. l'cwbroku - -
33 . lteadillg - -
34. Salford - -
35. &hN:wtibury - -
36. l:$tafford - -
37. Stockton - -
3S. ::)wllnsea - -
39. WigllD - -
40. " 'olverhnmpton -

Totul 

r.ONOOS. 

(.:entnll ?lI !;!"t !tInrket 

Centrnl l!1sh Market 

Flmiugdou Fruit Market 

S)uithfield Hay Market 

MetropolillUl 
Mnrket. 

Leadenh:l.ll Market 

Cattle 

Dillingsgntc Market -

TI_ 

\'11. 

I I. 

VIT. 

I I. 
I V_ 

214 

18,642 

'" 
12,512 

IX. 
L\:. 
IIJ. 
TIL 

IX. 
IX. ~ 

IV_ 
XIII. 
III. 

VTIr. 

IV. 
I V_ 
IV. 

VI ll. 

IX. 

TV_ 
Vl11. 
IX. 

VllI. 

IV_ 
IX. 

VIlL 

IX. 
VIII. 

'35 
<55 

'" 2i1S 

410· 
289, 
328.· _. 

4i9 
122 
30. 
210 

199· 
457· I 
438· 

-'''. I 
" 

" 
272· 
13' 

'" lOS 
290 
'0 

'" 250 
100 
114 

202 
,t4 
322 
S14 

t8 

" 42 
58 

210 

140 
82 

'" '" 298 

'" 122 
162 
'22 
1 ;-0 

'" m 
'72 

'" 338 , 
130 
186 
210 

" 330 
ISS 
2IS 

£ 
1,029 
2,178 
2,935 
I ,Hi~ 

1,036 
18,6114-
6,436 
!J,7S0 

1,685 I 
2.1·l!) 
3,.546 
1,36G 
2,494 
2,544. 
5,271 

73' 
'78 

1,252 
2,179 
6,853 
5,152 

16,504 
',3la 

26,713 
2,010 

44,801 
13,004-
3,695 
4,732 
7,500 
1,7al 
I,S4S 
1,0lfl 
9,2 79 
2,SS4 
1,210 
2,849 
4,000 
5,002 
6,059 

• 
'" 9!l;"l 

1,004 
300 
560 

5,640 
1,672 
2,1G8 

1,046 
995 

I,GOS 

'" 1,140 
1,234 
2,4G1 

174 
417 

525 
'90 

2,G 17 
1,249 
4,676 
3,2iO 

10,40 . 
1,02l) 

16,24& 
4,~61 

1.3G3 
1,3u6 
3,941 

729 
500 
322 

3,9S7 
2,2S7 

'" 1,041 
U~S 

1,650 
1,4G2 

£ 

'" 1,185 
1,931 

859 
4i!J 

12,094 
4,764 
4,!il2 

040 
1,154 
1,938 

8" 
1,345 
1,310 
2,804 
56~ 
556 

727 
1,4f19 
4,236 
3,903 

1 1 ,~28 
4,045 

IG,;JuG 
9!1U 

28,!l56 
8,143 
2,;"1:12 
:I ,3G~ 
3,Mla 
i,OU2 
1,348 

7!13 
5,292 

5!17 
565 

I ,3US 
!1,8G7 
3,l:\52 
3,597 

• 16,S28 
11,:142 
12,117 
J 7,500 
5,000 

235,730 
·15,000 
109,2~3 

24,Ol:!G 
58,110 
50,440 
12,000 
50,000 
42,128 
41 ,488 

S,5OO 
10,000 
rights 
nlone. 
17,41S 
1S,484 

112,417 
61,81l1 

JG2,2GS 
80,OtlO 
2~G,7oo 

IO,OO{l 
51;7,989 
l U4,OOl) 
85, 106 
GO,Ooo 
00,000 
2[' ,000 

7,560 
9,000 

611,187 
l:!O,Or.O 

!l 050 
17:a!i4 
1 t,820 
61,015 
56,227 --- --- ---- - -- - --- ---- ---- ---- ---- -

237, 100 87, 189 14!l,!lG1 2,621,295 - -- --- - -- -- -- ---- --- -- ---- -- -- ---._-

IT_ 

II_ 

II. 

II_ 

II_ 

IT_ 

19,84, 
&74-. 
19,84, 
& 108. 
19,84, 
& 1(,3. 
19,801, 
& 103. 
19,84, 
8: 112. 
19& ,,

IT. 119,84, 
& 95. 

Vol. :l:lll., 
l'll.rt L, 
Po", 
IU 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

82,952 

6,007 

2,0!l9 

'" 
30,G4!l 

7,76S 

2i,473 

23,848 

3,906 

J,302 

21,074 

2,80G 

10,S17 

5!l,104 

2,101 

797 

131 

!l,575 

4,962 

16,656 

l 

l"'39"" 
J 

,-, 
6-' 

15'9 ,-, ,-, ,-, 
10'5 ,-, 
,-, ,-, ,-, , -, ,-, 
'-I ,-, ,-, ,., 
4 '2 

'-0 
3 ' 8 ,-, 
7'S 
5 ' 0 ,., 
'-9 
5'2 ,-, 
6'7 
5'6 ,-, 
' -0 

l i '8 ,., ,-, ,-, 
6'3 ,-, 

32'1 ,-, 
6 ' 4 

,., 

Total City l'.fnrkets - ! -=-_ !~I-=-- _-__ ~-__ __ '_"_"~'_' _"_.'_1:.,I=u_3_,3_"_I_,_,;·_,,,_,,_,_I===,-. 

Deptford CnttIe Market { vYr.} 
Yo1.::\l lI ~ 

l'llrt L. 
P>t<' 

10 58,SOI 80,54:) 2S,2M 19,84, 
43,&7;' 1 

-- ....:...- ~----"------+---I--+-
95 1,500 '-0 

C t' - - - -- - 2IG,!lH 94,362 121,5S2 3~091,842 3 ' 93 
TotlllMnrketA UnMr} I 1-

--------'-',.--"'---"--"------.j-------!------ ------------------___________ c. ______ '-____ -' _________ ! _______ 
NOTE,-PlaeeB muked· repli~B have been revised by comparison willi rcpOttl of Auiatrmt Commissioners, 
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SUltIMARY. 

! ExpcIII\ it\u"il lbte of i 
i . Totul , cxd ulli\'c ot IDto!~~t 

\Vbi!!!1 -- ll el>:'YUlPut nal:ulcc. Capilal. Dulno ec 
IkClli pll. or Lonu I'ny ~ 011 

and lUlcr~t. 
Cllp i!ul 
Suuk. 

--- --... ------ ----_._---- -- --
£ • • • Sckcl1..'(i IIrol"iuc iul ml,rkcli - 237,100, 87 ,139 149,961 2,1i21 ,295 ;;'i2 

.MlLrket~ OWllc,1 I I.)" Gorpol":'l iou 
of Ui ty of Loudol1. 

21 5,94~ 94 ,3 1>2 121,5 32 3,091 ,a ~!l :J '!J ;j 

1-----
-l~," l I-;;-l" -'~ :J -

---- ,--- -
'rob,1 . . - J ~ ~a, !)·11 :i.; 1;l,r. .~ 7 "" 75 

--- - -- -
We can glve but few examples of the revenne of prtvate owners. We have had it 

stated in evidence that the tot.1.1 receipts for the Covent Garden market for the three 
years ending 1886 were 25,303l., while the expendi ture was 10.1161., leaving a net 
bah·nce of 15,1871. These figures }'C'fer to the Chartered Market alone. Since the Vol. !I;. 
period to which they refer a very 1al'ge expenditure has been made out.~idu of the Q. 2U30, ct 

market, 32,OOOl. having been spent on buying IIp le:-: sees' intercBts, while ~n annual seq. 
rent of 5,0001. has heen sncrificccl iu order to snpply add itional accommodation. 
Mr. Bourne, the Duke of Bedford's agent , stated that 150,000&. had been spent on 
buildinO's in the present century. 

The §heffield markets belonging to the Duke of Norfolk yield a gross income of Vol. IV. 
15,0821. 1'. year. '.rho expenses of the markets arc 5,387!., leaNing n. net income of p.234. 
9,6951. a year. Tn 1876 the Corporation had agreed to purchase the markets for the 
sum of 267 ,450l., but the negotiation was broken off. The net income from the markets 
was then stated to be abont 6,5001. a year. Since that date 121,0001. have been spent 
on improvements. which, if the purchase had roken place, would have had to be paid 
by the Corporation. Supposing they had spent 100,0001. in addition to the purch .. e 
money the net income of the market would yield them about zt per cent. on their 
investment. 

The market at Glossop is r et,urned as having cost 5,8331 .. and as yielding a net Vol. XIII., 
income of 248l. l~l\rt . n ., 

Devonport market cost 35,0001.; the receipts are 1,447l., the e"penses 1851., net 1" 10< 

income 1 ,262l. or about 3'8 per Cfmt. 
i .... · Tavistock, with a capital expenditure of 23,OOOl., yields a net income of 347l., a. still 
smaller return of 1'5 per cent. 

With regard to Ireland, our Assistant-Commissioners' reports contain a number of 
accounts in the form required by the Local Government Board from Local Authorities, See Tnnm, 
but the receipts and payments on a.ccount of markets are genera.lly so mixed up with v O,t. ,:"1.., 
miscellaneous expenditure tha.t it is impossible to distinguish them. The accounts of ~t~5() . 
Kilkenny market are pu t. in in full fer three years, and occupy I1~ore than 10 pages of Vo/VI., 
the report. but the result is not clearly stated. It would seem from the evidence that p.29Li. 
about 2187. has been annually transferred to the account of the Corporation, who are Cnrio,v. 
by the provisions of R Local Act bound to apply the profit of the market to maintaining vo~.!)~., 
the approaches to the mru.·ket, and for which purpose the profit is said to be insufficient. WILlcrfonl, 

At Limerick the markets are held by Trustees, incorporated under Local Acts. The Vol. X ., 
Trustees were empowered to bOlTOW 40,0001., and they were directed by the Act of p. ~8 . . 
1862 to pay over to the Municipal Council the sum of 1,400l., which represented ~o'9 ~9'3 
one·third of the gross amount of tolls at that dat.,. 'l'he tolls having fall en off the . , . 
Trustees haye only been able to pay the Corporation 350l. a year, and the arreara of "Vel. VI., 
contributions due to the Corporation amount t o 7,823l., in addition to a morlgage debt $· 115~i[ 
of 39,820l. The circumstances of this -markot are very similar to those of the Cork (~o io 969' 
corn market, which we have a.lready described. We have also previously noticeu the &~.' , 
fact that the Dublin cattle market returns to the Corporation about 2'7 per cent. on its Vol. VH. 
original cost, and that the markets of Belfast retnrn something less than 3 per cent. on p. 42. ' 
capital expenditure. Yol. VIl. 

To conclude the subject, we may state that we have founcJ it impossible to ascertain q. 6837, '&cr 
what is the total amount of revenu~ a.rising from markets, and that the Inland Revenue 
Department, which supplied U8 with a. Return showing the gr oss ;\mount of profits 
assessed for duty. st.a.ted that it included revenue derived from pier dues and other 
tolls, so that we were unable to dra.w a.ny conclm~ions from it. 
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ACCOMMODATION PRClVIDffiD BY MA.R,KE1' OWN1TIRS. 

'Ve m'C' di l'ecied t.o inquir('. wlHlt i.~ t.be flccommQcbJion given i ll l'(.'j',lll ' ll fo r toue 
charges levieil ill lJ1nl'kot-~ . 

ENGLAND. 

"\Ve h:we endeavoured to flscertain by questions in OUI' cil'cuIn.l's of inquiries what is 
the nnture anu extout of the n,ccoll1modatjon l))'ovided ill the severn.! market,,, of this 
country . The replies to those questions arC given in Vol. XIII. , P:wts 1., II. , and III. 
But in many instances these replies are vague. and in some cases no answer is g iven. 
We may noto ;n passi.ng that onc question as to markets in streets has been taken too 
literally, flS markets held in open spaces within towns have beon returned as not being 
llehl in streets. 

The Local Iuqnil'ies held by Our .A.esistant Commissioners snpply vory fun informa· 
tilon on this point ns to ma.ny of the most important markets, :Jond we must refer to 
their Reports, a.nd to the precis of evidence contained in Vol. XII. for fleta.ileel 
inforJllatioll . I t will be enough for us to lndica.te the llrLture of the. accommodation 
given in markets of different grades. 

'J.lhe most elementary classification which can be made is thn.t of covered or 
uncovered markets. I t lleed scarcely bo said that cattle 01' live stock markets are 
almost inval'iably uncovered ; in first·class markets the accommodation given consists 
or pens 0 1' rails to which cattle are. t ied, the floors being generall ~r paved 01' asph u.lted in 
order tha.t t.hey may he thoroughly cleansed; a settling hOllso is fl'equently proviued 
wit,hout extra charge ; in some of the hl.l·ger markets lairs are provided and forage is 
supplied, nn extra. charge being imposed for these. Weighing machines are by the 
provisions of a l'ecent Act compulsorily put up where tolls are ta.ken, a.nd tho market 
llout.hority is empowered to cha.rge a weighing fee fOJ" the use of t.he mnchine. 

Corn markets 3re, flS a rule, held uuder cover . In fl, grent mensure these hnildillgs 
are simply exchange rooms where buyers and sellers meet for sale by sample, and the 
only accommodation other than that of sheltel' is that of desks or stn.nds for merchants 
:1nd millers, and these are poid for at a rather high rate. 'J.'ho1'e is generally a slUall 
chll.rge for admission to the building. In the few . < pitch" mal'ket."l which rel!ul.in, 
such as those of Guilcliol'd, Devizes, &0., it is not usual to pitch the whole quantity 
offered for sale, but a limitetl portion or bulk $alllple as of ono or more sacks of four 
bushels is brought in, and stores are provided for these. ' . 

General ma.rkets, or those where commodities of various descriptions are brought ill 
a!ld sold, are frequently partly held under COvel' and pal'tly iu tho open ail'. In 
first-class markets the wholesa.le ma.rket is usually in th(\ open :ri1'1 whilo th lj r etail 
market is uucler cover. The following SUIlllI1a.ry table shows the result of our Inquiry 
by circular on this point as regards general markets:-

---------- ----,--- ----- ----------

«. ,. 
Locnl A!1iliori 1y. Othl!l' Ull'IH!n. 

-----------------------~:----------------- ---
a. lfnrkets lleld chiefly in Co.ivered buildings 

ll. ~ftLrkets partly in covered buililings, pnl'Uy in tbo open nir 

O . . Markets beld entirely ill the open nil' • 

&1 

114 

92 

81 

98 

139 

I-----------I----·----~ 
287 318 

The informa.tion as to the remaining markets is defective. ' 
. As l:egards the pl~ces visited by our ~BsiBt.ant Com~i~Bioners it appeara th~t 

approxImately. one-thIrd of them are held . m covered bUlld!~gs, one-third p~rtly '~n 
covered bmldmgs and pm·tly In ·the open atr, (Lnd the remmmng one~thlrd entuely m 
the open air, ' 
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The cln.sfo;]ficn.t ion of the foregoing Tabla Iw,s 1]0 I'elation to the O'rade of lllal'kets 
either i ll l'espect of their importance 01' cxcellence. Many first-clas~ markets, such as 
those of M:tuchester, LeedR, Newcas.tle.on-Tyne, are pu.rtly open amI partly covered. 
In coverell mal'kot.c; the accommoclatlOll rn.uO'es from a subst·an tial , well-liO'btec1 wel1-
venti1n.tcd lmiJdillg, with gns ana water laid ::11 , anel refreshment restanrants~ la.vatol'ies, 
cloak-rooms .. and otl~le l' convenicnces~ UOWl~ to n.n ancient H butter cross" protected 
from the mlU ahove hut OpOll to the four wlIlds of heaven ; or a va.ult-like room under 
other more import..'l.ll t apartments. 

Within tho borger coverod m n,l'kots the ~ccol11ll1odation h~ genc1:n.lly of three tlcscr ip
tions, shops or fixed sta.11s; movable stalls 01' benche.'.;; and ground space. fl'he charO'es 
for these different descriptions of standings a,re graduated, and, as ~ l'ule, are in r~io 
to the snpel'fici ~l area of the space occupied by the ground fioor. The byelaws of the 
market generally, or frequently th e Act of P arliament aut horising the charges, contain 
flo schedule fixing the maximnm chn.rge. In nmrkets where t.here i8 much competition 
for space tenders are often asked for and received for a vacant stall; ill other cases a 
list of applicrmts is kept, and those earliest on the list have a prior claim. 

As an eX!1lTIple of the higher kind of accommodation in shops, we lUay give the 
following description of a shop in the Metropolitan Oentral Meat Market. '1lho r ent V\ll. II., 
co VOl'S "a shop with a floor above extendiilg oyor a portion of the prem1ses, and Q. 1239, 
i( containing a room, a lavatory, and a watercloset . . I t also includes the use and et seq. 
" malntenaHce of the meat rails and hooks, tbe gas fittings, desk, and other fit.tings, 
Ii and the supply of water." At the other end of the scale we may pbce some 
butchers' shops at Hudelemfidd described by Mr. Chapman as having the dill1ensious Vol. IV_, 
of 4t feel hy 5 feet. p. 202. 

If the particulars as to the rental paid in each of these two cases be correctly given, 
the charge would appeal' to be in an inverse ratio to the accommodntion. III the 
Central Ma .... tt lbrket the average rentaJ. is stated to be 1·556d. pOI' week per foot super. 
of the area of the shop !:Ioor. The rent of the .hop described at Huddersfield is 231. 
a year, or at the rate of 4·71d. per week per foot :1UPCl'. 

Among markets hold entirely in the open air . a.re the important markets of 
·Nottingham, Norwich, Greut Yarmouth, and Northampton. 

Nottingham general market ]s held chiefly ill a large square. On this are ra.nged Vol. VIII., 
in regular order nen.d y 400 stalls, most of them double stalls with 11. front and back p.75. 
row . . The stalls n.re provided by the COl'poramon, and a charge is made for the use of 
them separately from the rent or stallago for the occupation of the laud. About two-
thirds of the staUs are lJUt ont for the Wednesday market, and th,~y remain for 
the rest of the week, and the remrullder are put out £01' the Saturday market and 
removed before Suullay. The tenants, mn.ny of them, occupy the same stall for years 
in succession, and pay rent by the yenr. The ront depends upon the situation, the 
width of the stall, and of tho passages between. For the use of the stall an alllount 
equal to the rent is chargee!. Before tho Oorporation undertook to provide and fix 
the stalls., muoh inconvenience was caused by stn.llholders bringing their stalls at all 
hours of tho (Jay and incommouing their lloighbours; gas is provided, but separately 
charged for. 

At Northampton the s~~lls are provided by the ,tallholdel's . . Gas is found, but Vol. VIII., 
the cost is n~t included in the 8talln.ge or r ent. Q. 16)331, 

At Norw~ch there is a large well-frequented market held in a central space. t~i. II., 
The _ stallholders find their own stalls ; the t.oll collector assigns places to the several Q. 6402, &0. 
vendors, placing sellers of the same commodity as for as practicable in the same part Vol. I X., 
of the l~arket. The charge for sp~e is proportional to the frontage, but as the Q. 8214, &c. 
width o~ the stall is limited to 3 feet the rent is practically by the superficial foot of 
ground space ocC?upied. 

At .Great Yarmouth is an open market held under similar conditions to those a t Vol. IX., 
Norwich. This is said to be a very popular and successful market. A witness at p. 22, &c. 
our ..A.ssi staut Commissionei.'s' inquiry said it was quite the fashion for ladies to 
attend it, and that their convenience was cons1..u.ted by the Corpora.t ion issning licenses 
to respectable boys, who carry home parcels for the buyers. T hese boys are 
distinguished by badges, and the system is said to -work well. 

Of ma.rkets held by private owners it ··j s not too much to say that in the majority 
of oases they are held J1.lore or less in the streets, and that in ver y many cases the 
only accommodation provided by the owner is ground space; that grouudJ being 
-dedicated to public us .. , repaired, cleaned, and kept ·in order by the ratepayers. 

G4 
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Vol. II., 
Q. l 057. 

Yol. II., 
Q.204.8. 

Vol. II., 
Q. <88. 
Q.2188. 

Vol. Il, 
Q.~.539, 
130'1, &c. 

Vol. II., 
Q. 2563, &c. 

Vol. XIII., 
Pnrt I. , p. . 
Vol. 11., 
Q. 3361, &c. 
Vol. II., 
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56 ROYAL COlUllSSION ON lLAI(I\El' RIGHTS AND TOLLS ; 

LON DON. 

'Vo have stated previously the nature of the accol'!lmodatioll. given to ren~rs 
of shops in the Centra.l Meat Market of London. ThIS market 1S e(lnnected 'Ylth 
t.he railway system by means of the London Cha.t~a~ and Dovor, and tho Metr~pohtan 
lines which deliver into the basement of the bUlldmg, and there a,ra eleven lifts for 
elev~ting the pac.kages, but notwithstanding t.his it is. found chea.per to deliver meat 
by v(\n from the stations of arrival, as these vans can bl'lDg the meat almost to the door 
of the salesUlftn. 

The Central Fish Market has proved a failure, and is about to be re-converted 
into a fruit a.nd vegetable market. 

In 'Billingsgate the shops include a grou~d floo~. first a;nd second floor, with lavatory 
And necessary conveniences. Tenants proV1de theIr own hghts. 

In the Smithfield and other hay markets which are held in the str.ec::ts no accom
modation is given. except that for an entry fee a l'ee.ord. of sale cOlltam mg the name 
of the consignee. the owner, the purchasel'. and the pl'lce lS kept. 

'rhe Islington Cattle Market has stands for cattle, pens for sheep. covered buildings 
for calves and ]liga. lairage and slaughter houses. The toUs cover the use 0,£ 
the stands and pens, but the la.irage, slaughter houses, water supply, and forage n.~ 
separately charged for. 

At the Deptford Market for foreign cattle which is under the management of the 
City of London Corporation, the accomr;oodation includes. a. covered market, a wharf 
for innding cattle, a tender for unluadlDg the lo;ger shJps, slaughter houses, offal 
houses, hay stores, banking premises, &c. 

At Govent Garden the accommodation inclutles shops, offices, cellars, cart stand" 
pitching stands. Out.aide the Chartered area is a flower market, and nn additional 
market for the sale of foreign fruit is in course of construction. 

I n the Borough Market, partly covered and partly open , there arc shops and 
stalls held on different torms. The shop tena.nts pay nothing but rent; tilo staJlholderl:l 
pay tolls and compulsory porterage on all goods. . 

The accommodation is admittedly insufficient, and the approaches 301'0 bad. 'rhe 
trustees have no power to acquire land for the enlargement and improvement of 
the market. They made an unsuccessful application to Parliament in 1875 for 
additional powers, with the result that the preamble of tho Bill was not proved. 

IRELAND . 

,\Vi th regard to Ireland it is not surprising' that owing to the circumstancos reported 
upon as existing by tho Commissioners of 1853, viz., of an organised resistance to aU 
tolls. of confusion as to ownership. a.nd of uncertainty of possession, the result was a 
gene:al deficiency of accommoda.tion; and this deficiency does not appear to have 
been hitherto supplied . 

~J..1he reports of our Assistant Commissioners, Mr. Black and :Mr. O'Meara, refelTing 
to about 140 markets pdrsonally inspected by tbem, and including the markets of all 
the principa.l places ~n Ireland, except Dubli? Belf~st, and Cork. mention only about 
30 of those markets In terms of commendatjon. while a large number are described as 
having no accommodation other than a weighing machine or a beam and sca.les. 

It is to be observed tbat in England it is a. usual 8J.ld increasing practioe to seH 
bulky a~cultural prod~ce ~itber on the far.r;n, or in the market by sample, the 
cOll;1mo~.lties never cOIDmg mta the market elt~er to be tolled or weighed. Thus 
.c pItch market.a for corn and wool are few In number; sta.cks of ha.y are sold 
by sample of a load or even a truss. and even live stock is more and more sold 
direotly to the butcher without the use of a market. In Ireland, on the contrary, 
the country markets are supplied with all kinds of produce in bulk, and the greater 
partial:! of t~e~e com~oditi~EI pass over the public o~ p~eudo -public weighing machi~e. 
'The CommIssIoners III thetr report of 1853 descnbe the statutory provisions WIth 
reg~d to the appointment of official weighma.~ters ~worn to act indifferently between 
partIes. They report that persons were then "generally a.ppointed by tbe owners 
.' of the tolls and customs, but they are very rarely appointed by deed OT sworn in 
.. accordance with the .provisions of the 4th Anne, e, 14," The f •• s appe'l" to have 
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been leased with the tolls, the lessee becoming the weighmaster. ' Vhel'e tolls had 
been abandoned tho cranage fees were sometimes let to the weio-bmastel' . In otbel' 
markets the weighmaster was paid hy salary: but ill a few i nstal~es he was allowetl 
to collect fees as his salmy. 1.'ho Commi3s10ners point out the auuses which bad 
arisen; tolls and cl'anage were collected toO'ether and not distincruished; cramwe 
was converted ilJto n toll which was charged whether the th ing w~s weighed or n~t. 
Where tolls had beon ahandoneu the cranage fees fully eq ualled the toll of other 
markets, anfl were "genel'ally three or foul' times the amoun t of the legal oharge." 
In conseqUtlllCe of these abuses sBvernlrccomlUenclations on the subject of wei1!hirw 
were made by the Commissioners. ..... ., 

We have drawn attention to thi" matter because it appeal'S that the weighing 
machine is thc most important and conspicuous feature of a market in Ireland. It 
is a Datuml consequence of the disorganisation of the market system in Ireland 
that private per sons as well as public bodies have set up beams and scales in comw 

petition with those of the maJ.'ket owner. 'r he importa.nce of the monopoly is so 
fully recognised by the owners that there is no portion of their rights which they 
hold so tenaciously. 

Mr. Black reports in these torms ;- Vol. VII., 

"The right to compel seUers to resort to tho markets is not exercised to any p. IS!). 

great extent in Ireland, except in the few cases where the tolls are under the 
management of the local authority of the town; but the owners of the rights jealously 
watch any attempt by others to establish public' weighing places, as t hey consider 
they would be virtually used as public mal'kets ," 

The case of Ballyshannon, l'eportecl upon by Mr. Black, illustrates more than one 
phase of the disorganisation we have spoken of as applying to the existing market 
system :-

" In Ballyshannon the rights belong to the trustees of the Connolly estate, and Vol. VH, 
" they have Leon n. fruitful source of contention and litigation. 'l'he late Mr. Thos. p. 192. 
" Connolly, the owner of the estate, for tho purpose of providing market accomruo w 

" dat ion, puchased flo yard to be used as a market place. After erecting stores in it, 
" he appointed a Mr. H amilton Connolly weighmaster, who managed the markets for 
" a number of years for his own benefit, and then gave an interest in the tolls to 
" othor parties. After Mr. Thos. Oonnolly's death his trustees dismissed Mr. H amilton 
.. Connolly Ilfl weighmaster, whereupon the latter removed the weighing appliances 
U which he hoo erected in the ma,rket yard to tho fair green, which had also been 
u the property of MI'. '1' h08. Connolly, but in respect of which he had abandoned his 
" right to tolls. 'rhe 'l'own Commissioners then established a mal'ket of theil' own, 
" but they had not ohtn.ined the consent of the owner of the market rights, and they 
" conducted tho business as a committee, outside their dnties as Town Commission6l's, 
" and a.pplied t he to\ul'plus r evenue derived from it in the improvement of their In~Ll'ket 
" place so established by them, nnd in making payments to induce parties as buyers t o 
" patronise and attend their market. It was alleged on behalf of the Commissioners 
" that they wore justified in their action, as for many years others ha.d been in the 
H habit of weighing goods and ch~rging cranage for doing so, and that they were 
" doing no .more. Thero are three distinct markets, viz. , those belon~ing to the 
.. trustees of the Connolly estate, the fair green, on which Mr. H amilton Oonnolly has 
" placed his weighing machine, and the Commissioners' market; and the result 
" is, as may be expected, anything but a ha.rmonious feeling existing between 
II the parties," 

It appears from the particulars given in Mr . O'Meara's Report, Appendix I., Vol. VII., 
that beams and scales or weighing houses are provided in 76 out of the 81 markets p.467. 
visited by ·him. 

Mr. Black, while recording some complaints as to the charges -made for weighing Yol. VIT., 
and the deductions made from the agreed price in paying ' for odd weight, and Report, 
recommending" that · a sufficient number of beams a.nd scales, with. standard weights pp. 195,196. 
" and measures, and w here requisite weigh-bridges . should be prOVIded by the owner 
.c a.nd maintained for the use of the market, and proper persons appointed as 
" weighmastere " does not in his report draw attention to any marked deficiency in the 
provision of public facilities for weighing. 

Oompl;.mts as to charges for cranage or weighing fees will be noticed under the head 
of alleged .huses connected with market charges. 

. • 6"'5. . H 
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58 IU>Y.I.L {)())IlIlSSIO~ ON MA.HKg'l' nICUTS ANI) 'fULLS: 

::;UCCESSFUL AND UNSUCCESSFUL MAllKE'l'S. 

It will be seen from what WA hayo previously ~1;.'1.tcd that t.he. markets .of the 
Unit.ed Kingdom exhibit great variety . in t~e C1r~u~stance8 of ownors~l1r and 
adm inistration. Thoy al so differ gl'~atl): 111 t?en' ~OJ1 (htlOns of ~\1CCe8S and efficiency, 
their growth and extension, and thIS dlVel'Sl~Y will be found. 111 • many cases to be 
il'respective of the conditiolls as to ownershIp and the const1 tutIOn of ~he market 
authority. It is, 'Purhaps. difficult to apply. any exact te.st .of success by whlCh markets 
may be:: compared. Mr. Chapman, an Asslstan~ Commlssionel> has ad.opted one test, 
that of "'ross receipts in proportion to popul,atlOD, but lle POlDts out .1Ilstances where 
this test altoCl'ether fails, as in the case of HalIfax, "where the market IS less carp-d for 
than any at the others in the sarno group," and Berwick, where the rf)VeI~U~ is 1mV' 
because the chal'O'es are low' and it will be seen by refel'ence t.() tho st.atlstlCS that 
he hns fUl'ni shet that Hull ';"lich he sneaks of in very lInfn,yourable terms, does not 
differ g'l'eatly in 'respect oi' gross revellue in proportion to population from Leeds, 
where the mnrkets are spoken of in the highest terms of commendn.tion. 

But further. this test is not app~icable where. tho. market of a ~mnll tOW,1l a?coI?
modates and supplies a large distrICt snrroundll1g It, the populatIOn of thIS dIstrIct 
not being taken into account. .. 

From one point of ·view a market may be deemed s~ccessful if the ~ecelpts largely 
exceed the expenditure, but such surplus !llay be obtaIned ~y ~ncluly hIgh charges for 
rents; a tax is imposed on the trade, and m that case a tax IS Imposed on the market; 
and. again, it is obvious that the, ratio of receipts ~ expenditure w,illlarg~ly depend 
upon the circumstances under whIch the mark~t l'lghts were acqull'cd; '~here such 
riO'hts have belonged to the town from an anCient date, and where the SItes of the 
m~rkets ha.vo long been the propedy of the town, the exptmditure will compare 
favourably with another instance where the town has had to purchase both the market 
rights and the market site. Moreover, in many cases the capital expenditure on a 
market has not been trp.ated as tha.t of a separate undertaking, but paid for out of 
current revenue 01' loans for generltl purpos6s, and in such cases the materials for a 
comparison by this test are wanting. 

It may, however, be said tha.t a continuous growth and increase in the amount of 
business dOlle, and a reyenu~ at least equal to expenditure, are indica.tions of a 
prosperous markp.t; but this extension of business cannot be expected whel'e the 
population is stationary, if not diminishing, and it may occur without the active 
co·opera.tion of the market authol'ity, as in the case of Halifax, already mentioned, of 
which market :Mr. Chapman says,-

" The revenue obtained shows not so much the result of publio enterprise 
" as that, in spite of neglect. the people have retained the habit of buying and sell ing 
H in market places rather than in shops wherever it is possible." 

A negative test ma.y, perhaps, bo applied. It cannot be sa.id that a rom'ket is 
successful if it is badly attended and badly supplied, or if it is continunHy no SOUl'ce 
of loss to the owner, 

In SOIDe cases it may be beyond the power of the market owner to remove the causes 
of failure, but, on the other hand. the success of many of t·he most thriving markets is 
certainly due to the enterprise of Local Authorities, te the enlightened spirit with 
which these markp,ts are admInIstered, and frequently to the energy, and industry, and 
close attent ion of one or more membe1's of the Markets Committee of the Town Council. 
Mr. Ohapman's coaclusion on this point is that or the prosperity of a market, with few 
exceptions, corresponds to the pains bestowed upon it by the authorities,l> 

Full repor ts of the proceedings at the meetings which our Assistant Oommis3ioners 
have attended are printed in Vol •. III., IV., v., VI., VlII., IX., and X ., and these 
reports are preceded by a short summary of the leading facta connected with the 
market, and the conclusions of the Assistant Commissioner as to the market visited 
and reported upon. 

It will be observed that there is a marked difference between the reported condition 
of markets ill the sO"ilt,hern and south-western countIes and tha·t of those in the 
northern and midland counties. Speaking generally, Mr. Ashton found the markets 
in the former in 3 languishing or decaying state. and he ramarks that in Portsmouth, . 
Plymouth, Devonport, Exeter, Bristol, and Gloucester II a general retail market does 
not flourish," w~le Mr. Ohapman finds in the north, and particularly ill the commeroial 
an~ manuiacturlDg towns, many most s.'lccessful markets. But this I3xperience is not 
uruversal, £ 01' he notes that at Hull markets a.re looked upon as .. a relic of barba.rism," 
and that" this ~dea. h~s found expression in a laissez-al!er polioy," that the markets 
there are •. curIOUsly lDadequate' ; and a.t Sunderland It was Baid tha.t "the day of 
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markets is ov~r." Probably ~he marked superiority of markets in the northern and 
roidland counties. may ~e. attl'lbutec1 to the grea.ter concentration of populatiou, the 
greater commerclal actlVIty, and the keener trading instinct of these counties as 
compared with that of the towns in the south and south-west of EnO'land. 

It is clear that in many cases the success 01' comparo.tive failure °of markets caunot 
be attributed to the comlitions of ownership or the constitution of the adminish'ative 
authority. Mr. Ashton remarks that of the four general markets in tht} south of 
Engla.nd which he founei in a prosperous condition, two, viz., Barllstaple and Bideford, 
supply an n.gricultural district, and two, viz., Camborlle and Redruth, supply a mi.ning 
population; and he notices that Barnstaple belongs to the Corporation, and is leased 
out. Bideford also belongs to the Corporation, but the managem.ent is retained in its 
own hands by that body. Cam bor ne and Redruth are in private hauds, and are, 01' 

were unti l recently. leased out·. 
The information collected by the Assistant Commissionero, and their reports, would 

seem to point to the conclusion that in some places marketing is a congenial and. 
presumably, an economical ha.bit, while from some cause in other places snapping is 
preferred . MI' . Goldney quotes an expression of the late Sir Thomas Nelson, ~olicitol' Vol. II. , 
to the City of Lonnon ;- Q.45G. 

U We may put overy thing t.hat it is possible to put in an Act of P al'liament, but 
you will nover make English people go ma1·kel·ing ; they always will go shopping." 

But this is only partially tlue, as the evidence hef0re UE clearly shows. 

RATIO wmCH MARKET TOLlS AND DUES D1~An. TO P RICES . 

On this subject our Inquiry has not heen productive of much information. Iu 
tho questions issued by us to all tho owners of mrn'ket r ights this particular query has 
been almost entirely ignored. In thc few instance.s that any attempt to a.nswer it was 
made, the reply was, ., Infinitesimn,l,".or "Impossible to say." 

We endeavourcd to ascertain from various wit.nessos the ratio which tolls and dUElS 

bear to the val ue of the market-able commodities on which they are lovied, and to tb 

great extont the answers given to our circulars are verified. 
In highMpl'iced articles~ such as anima.ls , fish 1ll bulk, &c., the toll is inappreciablo, 

but in others, sllch as uaskets of vegetables, eggs, butter. and other articles consumed 
by the poorer classes. t·he toll assumes Do more serious proportion. 

The inform!~tion at our disposnl, however, proves to be of so meagre a character 
that we have placed in a tabular form the l'esults al'rived at from the <.leta,iIs furnished 
to us. in :\ few of the principal London markets. Coupled to these we have addcli 
a few markets taken at random in England and Ireland, and with these typical CBses 
we pn.ss all to another subject. 
-- .. -----_._- _. __ .;-.-
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60 :ROYAL CO?{i\tISSI ON ON MARKET UIGHTS AND TOLLS: 

RESTRICTIONS ON THE SALE OF GOODS OUTSIDE THE MARKET THAT MAY LAWFULLY 1m 

SOLD IN THE MARKET . 

}I'ollowing the subjects mell~joned ill th.e ~efereuco, we now 1)l'opose to d~a.l with the 
evidence relating to the placlllg of restrICtlOns on the sale of goods outslde markets 
t hat may be lawfully sold inside. . . ' .. 

In certain cnsel-; a mal'kat owner's mOllopoly lS protected hy PI'OhlbltlOJlS more or 
less restrictive against cOlllpotition with the market by sales of goods out-side the 
market which may be lawfully sold within the market. . 

Markets esta.b1ished uncleI' the Public Health Act 01' under some specIal Act which 
incorporates the cla.uses of the Markets and Fail'S Clanses Act have tho powers given 
by the following clause : . . . 

"AftCt' the market place is openeel f~r pubhc use apy. person .IlO~ bOlllg a I!CellSed 
" hawker who· sells 01' exposes for sale III any placo withm the lImIts .for '~ll1ch the 
" market is provided, except in his own ,dwelling-house ol' .shop, any artlcl~s m re~pect 
" of which tolls are by the Act authorised to be taken 1U the market WIll be lIable 
t: for every offence to a penalty not exceeding 408." . . .. . . 

MI'. S. B. Provis drBw attention to some cases III whlCh htIgatIOn wIth regard to 
this proviso Lave arisen. , . . . .. 

The firs t point is, that a licensec1 hawker IS not wltlllll the prohIbltIOn; and a case 
arose as to whether the exemption extended to pedlars. In the caso of Howard v. 
Lupton it was held that it diel extend to pedlars; and the decision is rather a remarkable 
one, in this way : the distinction in the Pedlars' Act, 1871 , between a pedlar and a 
hawker wou.ld seeUl to be that a pedlar is a man who goes about on foot, whereas 
a hawker may travel with a horse and cart. But it was held in this case that a pedlar 
who had taken out a pedlar's certificate was within the exemption, although, as a matter 
of fact, he did go about with a horse and cart. The case w~s the stronger because a 
pedla.r who goes about to sell vegetables or fruit neeel not got a certificate tinder the 
Pedlars' Act; and this man was going about selling vegetn.bles and fruit. But the 
COUI't decided that, notwithstanding that, inasmuch as he bad got a pedlar's certificate, 
he was within the exemption by virtue of section 6 of the Pedlar's Act" and thorefore 
that he was not liable to penalties for seiling within the district. 

Anothel' matter of dispute mentioned by Mr. Provis is that the section only prohibits 
the sale of articles in the district where tolls are authorised t o be taken in the market 
in respect of the sale of such articles; a.nd in the case of Caswell ·u. Cook the point 
arORe whether, supposing that the toll was not imposed in respect of the articJe, but 
was a toll imposed in respect of persons using the stall, that is to say, a stallage 
rather than a toil, that came within the section. It was held that it was not a toll 
within the section, and that consequently the prohibition did not apply. 

Other cases have a·r isen as to the definition of a dwelling-house or shop. 
The "prescribed limits" within which the prohibit ion is in force are in the oase of 

a Sanitary Authority the Sanitary District. 
The powers thus cOriferred on ma.rket authorities are very generally enforced, though 

there are a considerabl'e number of the larger markets where the authOl·jties dispense 
with the privilege ; among these a.rc-Bristol, Liverpool, Ma:nchester, Leicester, Lynn, 
Norwich. Berwick, Ne,vcnstle, Southampton, Winchester, Brighton, Birmingham, Hull, 
Buddersfield, Leeds, Pembroke. I 

In some markets held under a. Special or Local Act still more stringent restrictions 
than those of the Markets and Fairs Act are imposed. We have already described ths 
exceptional powers of the Taunton market owners. 

Prescriptive rights to prohibit sales in shops on market days are claimed in som.e 
markets, and though this claim is not enforced to the letwr in all cases, yet in Bomb 
the right is made the ground for imposing charges upon shopkeepers. 

For example at Chard, six butchers pay 3s. a week or 71. 16s. a year for the 
privilege of not going into the market and of selling in their own shops. . 

At Penryn butchers are not allowed to sell in their 'own shops on market c1a.ys. 
At Buddersfield a former owner of the market and of the land on which the town 

stands inflerted a covenant in leases to persons who had butchers' shops, not to open 
their shops on market days without special license of the lessor . . The Oorporation 
bought the market under a Local Act · of ParlIament, and by that Act the power of 
licensing was given to the Corporation for a period of 20 years after the passing of 
the Act, but the power is not enforced. -

.Some Local Acts give market authorities power to license hawkers or. vendors. of 
goods within the prescribed . limits for which the market is provided. At Bradford 



FINAL REPORT. 61 

undor the powers of . the local Act lic.enses are lssned, and, it may be noted in passing, 
that the amount receIVed f?l' these . hcens~s (whatever it may be) does not appeal' in 
the acconnt of mill'kot l'CCelpts, but IS carrIed to the Police Supel'a1l1ll1at ion Account. Vol. IV., 

At Wolvel'ban?pton, Dewsbul'Y, Stalybridge, Ashton-under-Lyne, and other places, Q. 508.,). 
licenses, or pOl'~mts to hawkers, are issued under statutory powers. 
A~ 1'orqnay Jt 1~a~ allogell that th~ Market Oompany obtained their original Act of 

Pnrlmment fl.ltthoJ'lslIlg tho cou~trllctlOn of a mal'ket on the grounds that llawkiug Vol. IlL, 
would be pu t a stop to, but in a subsequent Act the directors obtained power::; to Q. ll,ll.'i. 

license hawkers . 
.At Rochdalo the Market Company for a while issued licenses, but being advised Vol. IX., 

that they had no pOWCl' to do this the practice was discontinued. Q. l1,l4 1. 

At Colchest.el· "outside people " are charged I d. a bask et and. 4d. a cart. ~oli5T2~" 
At Dovel' hawkers are charged the same tons 0.8 other people under the LocM Act v· 1 IIi 

of 1871 . F ish hawkers pay 6d. a day, and vegetable hawkers 1 •. 6d. a day, which Q~ 2439;'&,. 
appears to be exorbitnnt. 

At Call tel'bury, hawkers, whether r(lsident 01' non-resident pay the same tolls. :~~8 IlL, 
At Penzance, tolls a.re exn.cted from hawkers every day, though the market is grauted 1 

by Charter to be held on throe days ill the week. The markew here are leased to a ~:39:~i·!o 
Mr. Saunders who claims tolls on carts or waggons, which are not included in the ' I" . 
schedule of tolls. 

The tolls of Exeter market are leased by the Cor poration to a Mr. William. of Vol. III., 
Lincoln, who makes a business of farming market right s, to which we refer in a In.ter 10,984, 
portion of our Report. No restriction is placed on people selling in their own ShOpR, 1l,030ct seq. 
but toll is collected daily from hawkers, and the payment is enforced. Toll is levied, 
after being sold in the market, on the same article if it is a second time hawked 
about. The sums levied are all in accordance with the schedule authorised by the 
Exeter Market Acts. 

At Yeovil tolls are ta.ken from persons coming from outside with articles of food Vol. II!., 
in carts or waggons. MI'. Ashton, the .AssIRt."m.t Oommissioner, ·says· tha.t ba.kers, p. 293. 
butchers, vegetable hrnvkors, a.nd milkmen nIl pay this toll, which constitutes a 
restriction 011 trade outside the madtct . 

.At Weymouth ha..wking is sanctioned in the Borou:gh on the condition that hawkers Vol. II!., 
pay for tickots, which they do not Seem to be legally compelled to do. Fish is the Q. 12, 1l8. 
only article exolUI)ted from this toll. 

It is probable that thero are many other places whel·e licenses are granted without 
any authority. 

~ehe qll~stion whether hawking should be permitted without restriction, or permitted 
under license, or absolutely prohibited, is a burning one in n. large number of market 
towns. 

Mr . .Ashton in his report puts Ri the first subject for consideration "Wheth~r the Vol. VD. 
" markets of the west of England can be or should be more effectually protected p. 167. 
" against hawkers," :md in his evidonce he expresses the opinion that the general 
markets are unnblu to compete with hawkers, but in addition to the protection which Vol. VTI., 
would be givon to tho market by the system of licensing, he urges that the character Q. 1l,877a. 
of the hawkers and the quality of their goods would improve. Vol. VII., 

Q. 11,889-
Mr. Chapman on being asked :- 11,900. 

12,198. "Have you had to deal with the case of the competition of · hawkers with Vol. VII. 
" the local market 1-1n every place; and I think that in nearly eyery Case the 
" prevailing impression is either that hawkers .ought · to bEl charged the same as the 
" market tolls on the market days (not on other days), or else that . they should be 
" treated as they are in Bradford, and Halifax, and Huddersfield ,md made to take 
II out a license, the profits arising from whioh go ~o ·the Corporation. .As a rule it is 
" a very small amount, and is looked upon as a check upon th e character bf the hawker, 
( t and as being useful to the police." . 

He advocated the system of licensing, which is entirely approved by the Vol. VIr, 
costermongers. . . Q. 12,199. 

On the other hand, it has been strongly urged upon us that the hawkel'R· or Vol. VII., 
cost·ermongers Bupply fo04 to the poorest persons and tha.t .. they should be encoura~ed Q.. 16,955 . 
• nd that the powers of Local Authorities should be. limited so that they may b. unable 
to check free trade in food. '. , . ~o~o~·, 

. The fees usually cbarged are so small that they would scar?ely operate as any great 5001, 5;65. 
discouragement to respect.ble vendors. At Bradford the fee 18 2,. 6,1 . • year, but .this Vol. VII . 
appears to 'bean exceptionally low fee . . ' . . . . .. ... . ,':. . . Q.12,198. 

H3 
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62 lWYAL CO!tlliiSSI ON ON MARKET RlGIIT~ AND 'fOLL!<: 

Market authorities with great unanimity CQllten~ that having ~ ke~p up ~ market 
an injustice is done to them if the goods for whlch accommodatIOn IS provIded are 
hawked over the town without charge. 

At Guildford the Corporat.ion appoint two corlldealers, ~allec:t .eorn-porters, who 
l1ave t.he exclusive right to sell corn in the market. For thIS prIVIlege they pay 50l. 
each to the Corporation. As a matter of fact, however, the corn-porters do ~ot 
enforce their right, and other peopla come in and sell by sample. ~ la.~·ge quantIty 
of corn is Clntrusted to these gentlemen, who act as factors, sellIng the corn to 
dealers, provirling sacks, st-orage accommodation, &c., charging no small commission 
to the sellers for each sale. 

Mr. Chapman, the Assistant Commissioner, ~n his report~ says that '.' the monopoly 
. < given to tlle comporters ....... practlcally amounts to a farmmg out of the 
" tolls." 

In the City of Oxford no butchers are allowed to open shops within the ancient 
bOlludm'jes of the city as they existed in 1771. People residing in the new pa.rts of 
the tOWll luwe their own accommodation in the way of butchers' shops ; but the 
J oint Committee of the University and Civic Authorities, who manage the meat and 
provision market., do, under the authority of their Act, prevent any butcher from 
opening a shop within the ancient City. rrhe meat and provision market, which has 
been established in jts present position for over 100 years, and has gl'O\VIl as the 
demand for further accommoda.tion has arisen, is well managed, is open daily, and is 
greatly appreciated by the people of Oxford aud the neighbourhood. This restriction 
apolying to butchers has not been extended to fishmongers and poulterers. 

There are two points to be notioed with regard to Hastings. 
The first is that fi.h landed at HaBtings pays no toll except wheu bought. Then 

the fish salesman }Ja.ys 2d., 3d.) 4d. per box, accol'ditlg to the size. and Sd. for a. 
barrel of herrings. Sbould the weather be too rough to allow the fishing boats to 
be beached, they run to an adjacent port, and the fish is landed and sent by rail or 
rOfld to H astings. A toll is then levied on this fish. This seems somewhat unfa.ir. 

The other point is tbat by the byelaws no fish is allowed to be sold retail oppoBite 
to the market. If a. man buys fish from a salesman or fisherman Utnd retails it on the 
beach he is fined . This is a hardship inasmuch as the accommoc1a.tion in the market 
is limited , the stalls having in many cases been oocupied for long periods by tho 
same peo pIe. 

At Derby, farmers are a.llowed to sell potatoes from door to door on payment of 
a fee of ll. a year. Seven people avail themselves of this privilege. A man is employed 
by the Oorporation on ma.rket days to prevent hawking. 

At Hanley, bawking in the streets on market days is strictly prohibited oxcept in 
the case of eggs and buttAr. The reason for this relaxation is that thare is not 
sufficient accommodation in the ma·rket for these artiolos, tbough tolls aro taken on 
them. On other days hawkers have to pay a toll of ld., 2d., 01' 4,l. for a ba,ket, 
barrow, and cart respectively. 

At Market Harborough, tradespeople pay 58. a. year for permission to expose their 
wares on market days outside their shops. 

SCOTLAND. 

In our inquiries in Scotland, MI'. Robert Dewar, and Bome six or seven other 
witnesses, called our attention to the action of the Corporation of Ayr in restricting 
saJes 0: cattle outside their own cattle market, wbich is leased to a. private individual 
for the sum of 5851. per annum. 

In 1864, Mr. Dewar erected a cattle market for his own use outside the market 
place, and sold sheep and cattle by public auction. In 1871 , the Corporation erected 
a mart Wlthm the market grounds for the sale of cattle and sheep which they leased 
to Mr. Dewar fo~ :fi.ve years, a~~ subsequently two oth~r auctioneers have been allowed 
~o erect marts WIthID th~ market. The present rentpru.d by Mr. Dewar and ~rr. Young 
IS 501 . • year each, whIle Mr. J. Young pays 201. and Mr. J . Craig 101. a yeflir for 
their sites. 

Mr. Dewar, by dint of great exertion, has largely increa.sed the sale of ca.ttle, and 
from 1871 to the present time has paid to the Corporation, in addition to hiB rental, 
about 3,OOOl. for dueB, while a similar Bum has been paid by the other auotioneers 
and salesmen. The Corporation, in 1873, curtailed the space allotted to the cattle 
market, and he then applied for a. license to enRoble him to erect a mar t at his own 
expellse, for his own personal use, on a site which he desired to purchase. This 1icense 
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the ~l'pol'ation l'efnstltl, and l:f'Ce~tly they hav~ ~cquired a ::;ite on which thuy are 
erectm&, a new cattle markct. In hou of the eXIstlllg market. Mr. Dewn.r concludes Vvl. VII., 
by stating, .amI tho other wltnos.r;.cs agrco ,,,"ith him, that thoy require sufficient Q. 15,728 el 

accommodatIOn to cn.r1'Y 011 their trade as auctioneel's in the market without seq. 
inte~erence fl'o~ ~he Corporn.tion ; failing this he would like to have liberty to 
obtam ground outside the market, and being ontside the Borough the Corporation 
could not demand any dlles. 
~he principa~ grievanc~ ?f. the witnesses is that in A yl' t he Corporation check Vol. VIT., 

pl'lvate enterprIse. by, pr?bllntmg Rales of cattle in plnces other than in the public Q. 11),75H Cl 

cattle market, wIllIe III l1npor tnnt towns slich ns Dumfries. L anark, P erth. Dundee, 81!'J. 

Al'dl'oSsnll , and elsewhere, private marts nre permi t ted. rllhe auctioneers have no 
objection to use the public market if the Corporation provide sufficient accommodation, 
but at present ~he space is very small , and their trade is curtailed in consequence, 

In 1'eply to }Ir. Dewar's complaint that his application for . license to est.,blish Vol. VII., 
a. new market wo.s refused, the COl'poration state that he did not inform them where Q. 15,~75. 
the. si te W1J,S to he, and that, although asked to point it out" ho did not comply with 
theIr request. rrhey therefore refused to comply with his request, 

rrhey admit the want of accommodatlon in the cattle market, but alIeO'e that Vol. VlI., 
the new ma.rket, which contains foul' acres of land, will remedy this . I t n.dj~ius t.he Q. 15,tlM. 
railway station, so thnt cattle can be driven into it at once on being 1501d. 

The difference in the rent paid by Mr. J. Young and :Ml'. J. Craig and that paid Vol. vn., 
by lvIr. Dewar and Mr. Young is accounted for by the buildings on tho latter sitos, two Q. 15,1> 17. 
of which cost 5001.. each. 

THROUGH OR GATE TOLLS. 

In Cadisle ancl NewcastloMonMTyne there cont inue to be levied tolls known a.~ through 
or gn.te tolls. Traces of a similar charge under the names of street toll and passago toll 
are to be found at Cambridge and Dorchester , and in Scotland ~Lt l:)erth. The shoro 
plaoks or plack dues of Dundee arEl also of an analogous na turD. In Ireland it is to be 
fonn~ at Cork. 

In NewcastleMouMrl'yne and Carlisle it consists of a toll levied on a.ll goods, cattle, 
carts, waggons, &c. pa-ssing into or out of these two towns f rom the adjacent 
districts. 

Mr. Nanson , the rl10wn Olerk of Carlisle, states that, "the gates 01' through toll, or 
.. City toll, is payable 011 all goods brought into the City or carried out of the City, 
" or through the City ; in fact it is n toll almost the same as the octroi of the 
II Continent, only they are very small sums, so that no one feels any evil from them. 
.. The Corporation are liable by prescription for the maintenance of all the pnblic 
" streets in the ancient City, and that taU goes t,owards keeping them in repair, 
II 'llhen there is also t11e ancient toll for horses, cattle, and sheep sold in the City 
" IlrDd suburbs, or on Carlisle sands, and taken out of, 01' brought into, or t hrough 
.. the City, which may be either treated as a market toll or aa a through toll, Thero 
. 1 is the shire or county toll, which I should Mmost think is unique . It is a toll for 
If aU cattle, horses, and sheep bought in and carried or driven out of the county of 
.. Cumberland, or that pass out of the county to any other place to be sold; and 
.. that is collected by the lessees or agents of the Corporation at the boundaries of the 
" county after the following ra.te: for every head of cattle, l d, j for every horse, ma·re 
.. or gelding, 2d.; arid for every score of sheep, 2d. It really " sed to be paid alao on 
II goods, but the Oorporation in the lust centurya.nd the century before had n. good 
.. deal of litigation with respect to this toll, and it was finally firmly established by a 
\I decree of the Court of Exchequer, and it ha.s been collected ever since only on 
.. cattle. '1'here was a similar toll which belonged to the Corporation paid for cattle 
" and goods coming from Scotland into Cumberland, but by the A.ct of Union between 
.. England · 'and Scotland, Scotland was to be placed on exactly the same footing as 
.. England as regards all tolls, and customs, o.nd other things ; so th.t that toll was 
.. abolished , and the Corporation got a compensation of 2,4.0Ql" which wa.s laid out in 
" the purchase of land.H 

Vol. If., 
Q . .5655,&c . 
Vol. I V., 
Q. 7:47, &c. 
Q. AM, &c . 

The shire tolls are collect~d at the boundaries of the county on the roada, where 
collectors are posted for thia purpose, and if the toll be refused would be distrain.d. 
The amount realised is 845/" exclusive of the commutation paid by the Railway Vol. IV" 
Companies. Q. 760. 

The Ra.U,,'.y Companies (of whom there are eight), instead of paying the toll on Vol, IV., 
each article th.t they carry, have commuted the toll, anil pay a lump Bum of 6151. a ~l':f' 
year to the Corporation. . 

H1 
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64 ROYAL CO;\t)(( SSION O~ MA..RKET m GBTS AND TOLl..:'·: 

It W~lS decided by Lord Ellenhol'ough ill an act,io~ brought b¥ t he .,thcn Ma.yor of 
Ca.rlisle against ono W ilsoll, tha t stage co:.\ches carrYlllg l)a.rccls from G-lalSgow to t.he 
Sout.h were liable to tbis toll . 

There is an exemption from this toll in favour of goods bought ill the City , tI.!ul 
taken out lor private consumption. The tenants of the mal1o~' of DnlstoH also cl~lIn 
exemption , as do those fre~mC'u of .the City w~o were ~ol'll l~l: l?r .to the ycm' 1835. 
These claims tb e CorporatIOn Il.lhmt, 011 proof of t·hel r valllhty, but t.l ~u.Y du not 
recognise similar claims to exemption put f01:ward . by the OW~leI'S of tIl e Uldale and 
Draw Dykes Cost.Ie E states. T he tenants 0 1' lllhabitallts o~ Lm~tock a.n.d Br~llstock 
cOlit iuue to claim exemptiun, although it wa-s expres.:sly deCIdell 111 the t lUW of Queen 
.Anue tha t t.hey were nut eXl3mpt. .' 

On the other hanel, the people attending the markets complalll thn.~ toll!) aru levied 
foul' time:; all goods, 1st, au coming' into the city j 2nd, all cntel'lng t·hl) ma.l'k.et j 
3rd, when sold the pUl'cnaser pays mu,t'~et toll ; and .4th, ."'hen he .lca~(:s . the City. 
This presses hnl'cUy all poor people. It h~S been decl~ec1 10 un :l.ctIOn lllst.Jtuted by 
the Duke of Devonshire that. the Corpora tlOD had no l'Ight to Cl 31111 through toll au 
cattle brought on tue sands for snle. But cattie ~ol~l or exposed for s :\l~ on tho sands 
are still made to pay ~oll, though of another ~eS?rl~tIOll, to the CorporatIOll, un,der Ile~ 
rules newly issued whICh ~a.ve ca.used much u 'rltatlOll :l.lllongst the farmers . . fhere IS 

practically no accommodatIOn .£or the c.a.ttl.e. The tenan~s of the mauoI' of Dalston 
complain that the collectors dispute therr rIght to cxe!llptaon from the th!ougb. ~ll, 
and they have been fined by the City Bench for assaul tlDg the collectors wblle rcslstmg 
payment. 

Mr. Chapman, who held an Inquiry at Carlisle to investigate the mnttcr further, 
reports as follows ;-

"'l'kl'ough Toll.-In addition to the market tolls and stallages the COl'pOl'r~tion of 
" Carlisle is entitled to what is known as the shirtJ and gates tolls, which arc in the 
" nature of an octroi, leviable upon all goods taken into or out of the Oity of Carlisle 
H or county of Cumberland. The latter is now represented by no lump sum of 615l. 
" pa.id by way of commutation by the Railway Companies, nUll fl'om tlm fonner, or 
" gate ton, n snm of n.bout 1,400l. is obtained annually. 

" A good deal of trouble is caused by the collection of the gate toU~, owing to tbe 
" fact that cert·ain properties are exempt from the l)ayment, and the collectors have 
" a difficulty in discovering whether the claims for exemption a1'O justifiecl or !lut. 
" '11he toll is an expensive one to collect, and its incidence is flUCh t.hu.t country 
" produce, if sold in the market, has actually to pay foul' clifl'OJ'Cllt tolls, vi?., the 
" gate toll on entering the town, the market toU on being taken into t he market, a 
" further market toll payable by the buyer for packing it up, n.nd the gate toll again 
" on being taken out of the town. 

<I These tolls fall very hard on all agriculturalists residing Duar Oarlisle, and seems 
" to me to have no merits except that of providing an income of 1,4GOl. [01' t.he benefit 
., of tho ra.tepayers." 

The through toll at Newcastle-on-Tyne is very similar to that at Oarlisle. Mr. Motum, 
the Town Clerk, states, "th.t ihis toll has been levied by the " Corporation for some 
" centuries, and was confirmed by an Improvement .A.ct passed in 1822, which made 
H provision for its collection. That Act was repealed by a further I mprovement Act 
" in 1837 , and further provision was ma.de for its collection, and a. fresh tariff of duties 
" wa~ imposeu. .Afterwards by an Act of 1841 an alteration was made in the amount 
" of tolls receivable. The amount received for through toll last year was 6,784l. 58. , 
" the total expenditure out of that in connexion with the toll, that is to sa.y cost of 
" collection, land tax, income tax, and small charges was 1,243l. Os. 3d., the r~mainder 
" 5,5411., being ,carried to the city fund .. The land tax forming part of that expenditure 
" of 1,2431. Os. ~(l. was 240l. The toll 18 tbUB referred to in the preamble of the Act of 
H 1837, 'And whereas the said Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses hold the town of 
" .c Newcastle-upon-Tyne in fee farm under the Crown, and a.re owners of the fairs 
" 'and marketq thereof, and are entitled to a toll called the through toll, otherwise 
:: : the. great toll, ~n considerati.on of their. repairing the .said streets and highwayA 

w~ch they are lIable to repaIr as e:foress.Jd: The repmI' of the highways is now 
" provided for by an Act of 1865 , WilICh prOVIdes for the levy of a general rate for, 
" among other ' purposes, the repairs of highways. rrhis sum of 5,5411. is said to be 
" "'.holly inadequate to repair the highways in Newcastle, therefore the repair of the 
" highways 1B actually pa>d from the general rate as provided by the Act of 1865; and 
" the balance of the through toll rem,ius in the city fund, and the Burplus of that· city 
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U fund having hit,bel'to been applied by the Corporation in a.id of the general rate. out 
" of which the highways have been repaired." 

The North·Eastern R~ilway compound with the Corporation, and pay 500t, a yesI' for Vol. IV., 
the goods that are can'led through by their line. The Secretary to the Uhamber of Q. ,126, &c. 
Commerce, Mr. B. Plummer, att~n<.1ed before Mr, Chapman and statecl thAt tht'! Vol. IV" 
Chamber had petitioned the Corporation to aho11sh this toll. H e points out that the Q. 407, &c. 
cost of. ~ollection was very grea~ j that the. toll itself w.ns antiquated, and contrary to 
the SpIrIt of tho ago, and that It was detrnnentnl, partlCularly to the import tra.de of 
the town j that n.t the time it was authorised to bo levied it was intended 1I101'C 

particularly to npply !;,o ~m~l.11 ~uantit,ios of produc~ coming from farmol'!,;, ,\111] not 
.. cargoes of materl!l.ls comm~ m as at the present Lnne. 'rhe Ohamber considers that 
the incidence of t)lO ta.x is unequal, and that the cost of levying it is increased by tho 
method of collecbon. 

Mr. Swinbul'll, the 'rown Olerk of Gateshead, n.ttr.ncled to protest agniust. this toll, Vol. IV., 
nnd shl.tcd that, the Oorpol'ation uf that town were unanimous ill de~irilJg its aho1itioll. Q. '11 ,1, &c. 
Ho presented n petition to the Corporation of Nm,,·ca-ot le from the hllmbitants of 
Gateshen.tl against the toll. 

Many othel' witnesses spoke against the conLinuance of this loll, amongst them tho Yol. IV., 
'l'own Clel'k of Jarrow. who. howevCl', stated. that in 1865 eleven members of the Q.41O. 
Corporation were in favour of its abolition while twonty-two we.re of an opposito 
opiniou. 

Mr. Uhapman sums up tIle question in his report as follows:- Vol. l V., 
" Through Toll .-In addition to the market tolls the Oorporation of Newcastlo has p.lO. 

rI the right to a through toll • iu consideration of their repairing the streets and 
,I highways.' The repfLir of highwn.ys is now provide(l for by flo general rate uuder an 
II Act of 1865, but the through toll is maintainoll fOl' the purpose of relieving tbe rates. 
" This is obviously objoctiOlmblc. and many complaints were made to me in regard to 
" it, which nppoar ill tho evidenco of witnessos. All persona outside of the town object 
" to it as a restriotion on trade, I),nll noll ullin11' advantage against themselves. but it 
" n.ppen.rs that mrmy of the inlul.bitants of Newcnstle also chject to it, anc1 tho 
II Corporation 1S anxiolls to get rid of it, but tho tolls a.I'O mortgaged to tho o:ctcnt of 
" 120,UOOl. approxima.tely, nnd it is Hot thought t.llfl.t the mortgagees woulcl CDusent 
" to waive thoir security. Nothing can bo suid ill favour of this toll except that it 
" produoes a revonue of 5,5411, for tho bouolit of Newcastle." 

COllle. 
Mr . .Alexa-nelcr McCarth.Y. the 'l'mYlI Olerk of Cork: I'3tu.tes in his cvidenco that t.Jte Vol. VII., 

Q.O"oo. Corporation WHe empowered by Prescription and under Charter of Cha.l'le~ I. (A.D. 1(32) 
to le\'y toUs OIl all kinds of grain nnd agricultnral procluce entering the City or suburhs 
by land. 'rhis toll has been payable from time immemorial, and is n. toll trl\verse, being 
claimed on the ground that the entire soil of the Oity originally belongcd to tho 
Oorporation. 

In or about the year 1710 petitions were presented to the Irish 1"')arliumeJlt b)r VtJ1. VIr., 
<l·9381. fa.rmers and other parties residing in the county of Cork complaining at the Corporation 

tolls on agricultural produce! which th.ey alleged. were oppressive and not warranted by 
~he Oity Cbal'tej.'s, or that au excessive f),mount was .levied by the Oorporation. In 1711 
It would appfl8r as it these differences were amicably arranged, because the schedule 
wru; then agreea to by the Oounty Grand Jury acting on behalf of the county gentlemen 
and farmers and the Corporation at an assize. The heading of this docket is fiS 

follows :-" A docket of the Oity Dutyes of Oorke agreed on at the meeting of the 
" Granll Jury and Gen tlemen of the Oountyof Oorke with the Mayor Sheriffe, and 
" Oommon Oouncell of the said Oity the llth day of September Anno Domini 1711. 
" In presence of Robert Roehlort Esquire Lord Obiere Barron of Her Majestye's Oourt 
" of Excheguer and Richard Nutley Esquire one of the Justices of H er Majestye's 
I< Court of Queen's Bench, Lords Justices of Assize for the Province of Mltllster," 

In 1821 the right to levy tolls was contested by an action at Illow, which resulted in Vol. VII., 
favour of the Corporation. At that trial tlle schedule of tolls which has since been Q. 9380. 
acted upon was produced and proved. 

·.The right of the Oorporation to these tolls was recognised by an Act which was Vol. VII., 
pa.ssed in the 26th year of George III., chapter 28, which had for its ohject the ". 0""1. 
rebuilding of St. Patrick's Bridge. The specific ohject of these tolls wa. to maintnin Q"193~!L, 
Ihe North and t\outh Gate Bridges. . ' . ' 

These tolls are levied on all goods brought into t he liberties of the Oity of Cork, Vol. VU., 
'"ruch extend for tbree English miles from the centre of the Oity. Goods brought by Q. 0161. 

Do 56125. 1 



Vol. VII., 
Q.9508, 
9383. 
Vol. VII., 
Q.94G4. 
Vol. VII., 
Q.9396. 

Vol. VIL, 
Q. 9'00. 

Vol. VII., 
Q. 9401 el 
seq. 

Vol. V1I., 
Q. 9830, &c. 

Vol. vn., 
Q.9835, 

VoL VII., 
Q. 9331, &0. 

Vol. vn .. 
Q. 9fiS7, &(~. 

Vol. VII ., 
Q. 97.52, &0. 

Vol. VII., 
Q.9; 58,&c. 

Vol. Vll., 
Q.9787. 

Vol. VII., 
Q. 9790. 

Vol. vn., 
Q. 9787. 

Vol. VII., 
Q. 9907. 

6(1 ROYAL COr.l l\1ISSION ON MARKET RIGHTS ANn TOLLS : 

sen. into Cork are exempt, and the t.ell. on cat~le t~at .are shipped at Cork for export 
is refunded. Any produce grown wIthm the lIbertIes IS free.. . 

11'ho amount of the through toll received by. the COl'poratIon.m 1887 was 4,430l. 
FroID this was deducted the rebate on cattle pnssmg through the CIty mH~ also all cattle 
shipped to England 828/. The cost of collection :tn1onntcd to l,232l., leavlIlg a nett sum 
of 2,370l. for the Corporation. . ' 

The cost of collection is very heavy, as the CorporatIOn are obhged to watch each 
roacl entering the City. l'hey also yay a commis~iou to. the principal U,a.ilway Companies 
who act as agent.s of the Corporation for collectmg thIS toll on goods brought by them 
into Cork. . 

rrlle Corporation feel bound to admit that .this tell is object.ionnble. and unfair in its 
i llCi(leuce, as they can ouly tax what comes I? by 1~1(l , ~nd the ta~ ltself bears a vory 
uncel'f.lliu l)l'Opol'tioll to the value of the arbcle WhICh Hi taxOll. rht:ly aro unable t,o 
abolish it as they would have to raise a corresponding amount by moallS of ~1.xn.tion of 
the citizens to meet their liabilities. 

Mr. J . O'Brien, the Ma.yor of Cork, quite agreed that the through toll was 0. survival 
of 0. lllediroval impost., hut he maintained that unless considorn.ble concessions were made 
by nll po.rties interested in trad~, it was impossi1ltl fo~ the Corporati.on to reli~qu.ish 
such an important item of then' revenuo. If the rmlway compn.mes, the shlppmg 
companies, and the tradiIlg community were willing to COlltl'ibute no certain sum towards 
the l'eYCUUe in the interests of trade n.nd commerce to get rid of the Ul.X, the Corporation 
would will inITly for80'0 a portion of the revenue derived from this toll to assist in so 
laudable an ~hject. °Mr. O'Brien suggested that what could not be obtained from the 
mercantile portion of the community might be raised by mea~s of a tax on the land 
witlrin a radius of seven miles from Cork. 11'he cost of collectloll absorbs two·fiUhs of 
the total amount. 

He added that the toll forms part of the seourity of the Corporation for their bondec1 
debt, and tbn.t it is therefore impossible to abolish it without substituting somo other 
seclll'ity. 

:i.\fr. Robert Scott, Vice~Presic1ent of the Incorporated Ohamber of Commerce and 
Shipping, states that the Council of th.t body are of opinion that the through toll was 
vexatious aud injurious to trade. The members considered that it should be aboliRhed, 
nud the deficiency met by extending the boundaries of the Oity. and a direct City rate 
imposed inst.eucl. Corn and other agricultura.l produce he believes H,re sent to athol' 
ports for shipment, but not to such an extent as to materially decrea.se the trado of the 
port of Cork. 

Mr. William T. Green, Honorary Secretary of the Chambor of Commorce, whilo 
agreeing with the evidence of Mr. Scott generally, considors that if this toll was 
n.bolished absolutelYl in a short time the trade of the City would so improvo as to 
make up the deficiency entirely. He is opposed to Do rate being leviod Oll an ext.ended 
bOUllllul'Y C\S being unfair to those who bave never paid anything towards tho Ci ty rates, 
and he considers that the trade of Cork is very greatly diminished owing to the 
imposition of this vexatious and injurious tax on produce. 

Mr. John H. Sugrue, the Chairman of the Cork, Blackrock, and Passage Railway, 
and a Director of the Cork and Bandon Railway, also drew attention to the fact that 
the toll frequent ly exceeded the railway charge for the c.rri.ge of the goods that 
were brought into Cork. He said :that it was a hardShip upon enterprise that r elics 
of a past age such a. this through toll should exist in Cork, though unknown 
elsewhere in Irela.nd. He observed tha.t goods may be sent from Kinsale, for jnstance, 
by water, being exempt from this toll, at a cost considerably iess than the railway 
could bring them . . More particularly he calls attention to the exorbitant charge levied 
on h1des, the carr1age of which from P ass.!;e would effectually prevent the Railway 
Company from c.rrymg h1des. H1des are Itable even to a treble toll viz. : l d. on 
entering the City; l ri. on being sold in the market ; and a third l d. ~n leaving tbe 
City for some other pl.ce after being sold. 

A through toll formerly existed at Limerick, Mr. Sugrue adds, but owing to the 
action of the Great Southern and Western R.ilw.y Comp.ny, which refused to pay the 
to~, .it was . a.~olished. a.fter an action a.t la.w, though. a.t. an enormous expense. Tn bis 
op1won • BlIDilar action would have the effect of abolishing this through toll .t Cork. 

As • professional man he had access to • legal opinion by • distinguished lawyer 
which was given some 30 years ago on the subject of these tolls. The a.nswer to the 
question put to this gentJem~ was as follows :- . 

. " Clear as wa..s the Limerick case, in my opinion the Cork case is clearer still." 
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Mr. Alexa.ll ilcl' Gordon, t he General Manager of the COl'k. Bandon, l\11{1 ROllth 
Coas.t Ra.ilwt1Y, complai.llcd of th? to ll levietl 1>y tL.~ Corporation of Cork on goods Vol. VII., 
passmg throng!} the city fo1' slupmont, more especnally on CDI'll, hides, butter, and 9856 ct .. ~eq. 
eggS. 'llb? Radway C01npiLll.Y l 'El( luc~t1 its cha,rges for tbe caniage of grain from 
5s. to 28. Gd" per tOll, unt the COl'pomtlOJJ levy a toll of l d. per harrel of oats weigh ing 
It ow-t., WhlCh amounts tu a tJout l e. a ton. or on a cOHsiO'nment of 200 tous of oats 
to 101, r:ehis has SLICh :101 1 injlll'iulls effect on tralle that pl'otlucel's send their (foods 
to othe~' ports, ."where iJ~ his opinioll the facl~ities for loading are by no mea:~ls so 
cOllvement. Hules :11'0 frequently sent £1'0111 L Imerick to Bandon for ix'1uuing and are Vol. VIT., 
returnetl ~ll the mn.~lUf~c~ul'~{l . sta.te . 111hey pass t hrough Cork Oll each jonrney allfl 9!lGO. 
the toll of 14. per l11 fle IS Jevwd each time. rrhls amounts to froID 38. to 48. pel' ton . 
If. such goods w.e~·~ bl'o?gh~ by stell,:uer no such cha.rge would be enforced . Conpled 
Wi th t.he competJtl?lI: wlth EHgh1lld III leather the Corporation charges have had the 
effec~ of Ilearly drlvmg tho leather trude from BalH]on. rl'he toll is r ofnndetl by 
the Corpol'atio~ on live stock shipped at Oork, and the Railway Comprmy h fWO 

endeavoured to mduce the Corporatiun to abolish this toll during the last ten years, 
but without effect. 

Mr. Kingsmill B. yVilliams, a corn merchant of Mallow, complained also of the Vol. vrr .. 
gatef1ge toll levied. by the Oorporation, lUore especially on COl'n9 and )le s~ates it is Q. 11,·198. 
restrictive of trade. In consequence he is compelled to ship his corn from Waterford, Vol. YJI., 
Killorglin, and Limerick to the almost entire exclusion of Oork. He peints out also Q.II,.IG. 
that the Cbn.rter of Oharles I . included no schedule of articles on which this through Vol. VII., 
toll was to .. be lev~ed. but in 1710 a schedule co~ta.inillg about a dozen articles was $~11i~08. 
drawn up ; ... and tIllS scheflule has been added to S111ce that elate to sllch an extent that Q. il.5CH 
it n.ow contains nearly 250 articles, amongst which may be mentioned gas-liquor, and &c.' • 
iron bedstea.ds, both of which 'woro ent,irely unknown in the eighteenth century. 
These tolls be considers should be abolished, but that some compensation should be 
given to the Oorporation for the sacrifice of thoi r revenue. He confirms :Mr. Gordon's 
evidence as to the "injurious effect this toll has OIl the trade of Cork, and urges that 
the rebate on incoming sea-borne goods which the Oorporation o,lto\Vs should be 
extended to all goods exported from Oork, by which means the trade of the Oity 
would in his opinion be resuscitate!l. 

SnORE PLACKS or PLACK DUBS. 

This subject, though co.ming more properly lmder the head of tolls, is of so unique 
a character that we cleem it propel' to take it out of its place an d deal with it 
separately. 

Vol. VIr., 
Q.11,513. 
Vol. VII., 
Q.11,409, 
J1,507, 
11,511. 

It appears to be 0. custom or toll levied solely at Dundee, at least so far as we were Vol. .VII., 
able to a..'icertain in the course of our inquiries in Scotland. Q. J.:j·,IlS3 (It 

The Oorporation of Dundee stated through Mr. Hay, the Town Oled:, that by SlY 

variolls charters, (latillg from the time of Robert the Bruce, in 1327, to the ti llle of 
Charles 1., in 1641, they wert:) empowered to levy certa,in tollH, dues, and petty customf.t. 

In 1641 Oharla., I" U for good faithful and gratuitous services renderod al1l1 
.. performed by the burgesses and inbabit::mts, of new, gave, granted, aml disponod, 
" and for ever confirmed to the magistrates and community of Dundee, and t heir 
" successors the burgh of Dundee, with n.il and sundry privileges, . liberties, and 
" immunities thereof, together with the petty customs, ports, . pier-clues, privileges, 
" a.nd duties, and with the tolls, customs. and duties of markets and fairs used 
" and wont, and with the immunities, privileges, and liberties of the watel' of Tay, 
" of loading and unloading of ships .nd boats at any part of said water on both 
" sides thereof (for a distance seaward of from . 10 to 1;\ miles), with power of 
" hindering and preventing others from all loading and .unloading of whatever ships 
" and boats in any part of said water within the foresaid limits, and of levying all 
II petty customs, anchorage, and shore silver, and other duties, all as referred to in 
II the charter." 

Amongst these petty customs is a duty known as shore placks, whioh is levied upon Vol. VIl.., 
all sorts of victual or food, gra.in, flour, wheat, barley, oats, oatmeal, &0. These Q. 14j (i53-
are generally included under the term" victual and grq,in." The amount taken is 14,058. 
at the rate of Sd. a ton en oil auch gooda loaded or unloaded in the port of Dundee. 

Formerly the amount levied from freemen was half the sum taken from non-freemen, . 
but in 1867 a change was effected, and a different acale of tolls was established under 
which everyone paid .like. . 
T~e average r.evenue from this source '~or ~e past five or six yea.rs was .SOOl., 

but m 1889 at the time of our Inquiry the shore plaoks had risen to BODle 
12 



Yol. VIL, 
Q. 14,662, 
1 {:G7~ ct scq. 

Vol. vn., 
Q. 14,663. 

Yol. VTI. , 
Q. 14,607 . 

Vol. yn ., 
Q. 14,G~~. 
Vol. "rr., 
Q. H ,il[ •. 

V(ll. VI L, 
Q . 14,721 . 

·Vo\. "H., 
Q. J.I ,i-l3. 

Yol. VIr., 
Q . 1+,7·W. 

Vol. VIT., 
Q .. 14,i7i . 

Vol. VU., 
Q . 14,800, 
14,812-
H/119. 

Vo!' VII., 
Q. 14,832. 

Vol. YII., 
Q. 14,';21, 
&e. 

US HOYAL COlfMltiS IO~ o~ llA1U\.J~T flIGHTS A~O TOLLS : 

The Corporation rendel' no service for t hflse duos, but claim them as n. right under 
tbeir Ch,uter. Thel' do not ."en collect t·hem themselves, but depute th,t duty to 
the Hm'bolll' COlmnissionel's. 

Mr. Hn.y, nud other witnesses for the Corpora.tion, con t.eud tbn.t if the~e dues wore 
abolished, the price of food would not be lessened, for when the Corp01'a.tIon removed 
the du ty on stn.rch-flolll' a Shipping Company's agent added tho amount of the 
duty to the fl'eiaht, so that the importers derived no benefit from the reductiou, nor 
would the cons~mers, hc thought, even derive any ndvn.ntllge from tue abolition of 
tho duty. H e admit.s, however, that although he thiuks thi.s instance of snfficient 
importance to being before us, he diu not t hink it necessary to can the agent's 
attention to the d se in the freight chargo. 

It should be ndd ecl that the shore plack is distinct from a nd in :l.c]Cli t,ioll to tue 8ho1'0 
dues, which a.mount to I s. a ton. 

In the COHrse of his examina.tion ~fl' . Hay admitted that the Corporation under 
the Act of 1870, wbich abolished petty customs ill Scotland, had the power to 
discontinue tllese dues uvon receiving" cOlTIpensat.ion " from other sources. 

'rhe Harbour Trustees, who are deputed by the Corporation to collect the shore 
plucks, object to lhese dues becanse they are an impost O~l ~ictual , and so affect the 
cost of the food (If the voor; because they are restl'lcttve of trade; and also 
because they are dues for which no accommoda.tion or service wha.tever is given in 
return. Thcy allege that the t·rade of the harbour is inj ured and divelted to other ports. 

Mr. Watson, t.he trenBm'er to the Harbour rl'rnstees, stnted that al thongh 8d. a ton 
might be t llt" average amount of the toli, the sum levied on flollr wnl:l 10.111. p CI' ton, 
while wheat pays only GcZ. a ton. 

Mr. J. Philip, :Mr. J. F. White, and many other witnesses gave Qvidcmco t;o show 
the uufairness of the p1::lck duef'. 

Mr. Philip showcd that the charge of plack dues, in addition t.o shore dIlCS, ma.de 
Dundee the dearest port in Scotland for fl our and wheat. 

}'1r. White states that, lmving paid plack dues ou impor ted grain, he has to pay the 
dues over again upon the Bame wheat when export.ed, say to Aberdeen, in the form 
of flour. This comes to 18. 6(l. to 28. a ton, and forms a.n appreciable tax upon the 
merCbaJlts in Dundee to which traders in the same business in other parts of Scotlo.nd 
are not subjected, in addition to its being a serious restriction on trade. rl'he traders 
at Dundee are compelled to pay these dues, althollgh they protest (l,gn.inst them as 
hnving been diverted from their original purpose; and he complains furthor that the 
Corporation, after compounding for the dues on the average of previous years, cn.noelled 
the n.rran~emeut in six months. 

A speCIal point that is urged by Mr. White is, that his floul' mills and the dock at 
which he lauds bis grain being outside the boundaries of the ancient B urgh, the 
Corporation ha.ve no right to take dues from him at a.li, the a.ncient Charter only 
giving them power to levy the dues within the ancient limit3 ; but they a.re levied 
and enforced witbin the Brea of the Burgh as iti now E'rists. 

The Corporation tendered evidence ahout these dues, though they handed in flo 

Pl:ot~st aga.inst any inquiry being mado iuto t,he suhject by Your Majf\sty's Com· 
miSSloners. 

SiDce we held our Inquiry at Dundee, the H arbour Commissioners a.nd Mr. White 
have informed us tha~ th~ former have refused to collect the shore placks nny longer, 
and that the CorporatJOll m consequence compel the shippinO' agents of every vessel 
to exhibit their hills of lading, and charge plack dues thereo~, If the agent... owner, 
or other person who takes possebsion of articles liable to shore placks, refuses to . Vay 
tae clues, the collector will be entitled to detain the articles until payment is made. 
The Corporation fur ther claim the r ight to sell the goods in default, 

The action of the Harbour ComInlssioners in refusing to collect these dues any 
longer, as they considered them an illegal impost, is in accord with the opinion they 
expressed before us. 

THE ACQUISITION OF MARKET RIGHTS BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES, 

W e are directed to repor t as to "the advisability of LooalAulhorities acquiring 
market rights ane! tbe arrangements desirable for that purpose," 

Before stating the conclusions which we have arrived at, it will be convenient to 
review the evidence and information which we have obtained as to the views of Local 
Authorit ies and. others re~pectin.g the management of. markets under the present 
'owuers, the pohcy of placmg .11 markets under ths direct control of electod Locnl 



Governing Bodies, aml the means to be ndoptcd for carrying' out t he transfer of 
mnl'ket rlghts. 

vre h:we a]re<~ily given pa1'ticulars, from the best information nt OllI' command, as to 
the presen t oW~lel'ship of JTIm:kets. and we have show'u that, excluding all t hose 
mal'kcts whore rights a rfl questIOnable or where Oiil' informa.tion is dofective, thel'l'l are 
considerably less thi\~ ollo-llulf of the markets of E ngland and ,"Vales under the control 
n.nd managelDt"mt, 01" III tliO possession, of Local Authori ties. 

The first class of ownors otlier tha.n Local Authorities to which we must rofer is th nt 
of Trading Oompn.nie:-;, '\'Va have previously stated that must of tllese cOlUpanies were 
stnrtecl with t.lw object of enuying out 0. public improvement. But experience seoms 
to show that gel]crnl m:~rkots :in the hallds of a company are badly managed. 

Vol. II ., The most important tOWll ill which tho m:.1l'kot is beld by a tradiuO' company is 
Roclicble. w.e have received some cvidencc r espec:ting this marke t a.nd :Mr. Chapman 
held an inqUIry there. 'rhel'o is some fl'ic t.ion between the 'rown Oouncil an d the 
company r especting standillgs Oil t.he site of the old ma.rket place, that 1S to say, Vol. IX., 
practically in the streets, :lond as to rO}Jl'ession of hawki]]o·. The circumstances of the p.200. 
case flrf! somewhn.t peculiar. In 1822 a company was empowered b y Act of P uriia lllent 

pp. 203, 209, 
25i. 

to pnrchnse tlle existing market l'igh~ and est.ablish a new market . 
:1.11'. Chapm.a.n Hn.yS, .. the mm'kd righ ts extend over the whole borough, but it is 

" contended by some tha,t the company was bound only to exel'cise these rights in tho 
" ncw mm'ket plnce j whereas they have carrier1 on the mn.rkets in the open SpitCO 

" :18 they used to bo held before the covered market was built." 
Under the Act the company Lad tIle 11sual power s of prohibiting sales of things 

which might bc soM in the mal'ket otherwise than in the mar kets 01' i n dwelling-houses 
or shops. '111e80 powers were in t.ho .Act limite(l to the town of Hochllale. Since 
the passing of the Act the town has been extended by the ltochdale Improvemont Act, Vol. H., 
1872, so as to inclnde the wholo Parliamentary Borough, which covers an a1'ea of Q. 4751, &c. 
4,000 ncres. 

The Oompany ha.ve succeeded in ei:itD.blisllil1g, by a decision of t he Court of Queen's Vol. If., 
Bench. their right to prohibit hawking throughout the whole Borough. Fot' a. while (~. 4729. 

(from l Si5 t.o 1887) they issuetl permits or licenses to ha.wkers to sell in the s treets, 
but being advi~ed that they had no power t,) lIo this the pl'actice waF! discontinued, 
hawkerli worB frequ ently summoned, a.nd the Magistrates refused to convict., or imposed Vol. n ., 
f\ nominal fino of ) .s. on the hawk ur, while Lhe costs of the prosocution wore thrown Q.4725. 
upon the Company. 

l.'ho Qorporation lmve compulsory powers under tho A.ct of 1872 to pUl'cha~e the site Vol. II., 
of the old market w it.h its ~'i ghts and a.ppurtenances for the purposo of extinguishing (~: 1!l93, &c. 
the market heltl thero; thoy have also power to purchase the new market by agreement 
with the proprietors for the purpose of r..a.rrying it on. 

'rhe difficulties which have occn1'1'8c1 with ha.wkers are not unusual in places where 
the local :\o uthol'itios posse.s::; tbo mfll'ke te, uut it scems prohable that some of the 
friction which has occurreu bus heen due to t he fact that tho Corporat ion are not the 
Owners of the ma.rket l'ight.l:!, and the lluisance and ohstruction occat:lioned by the 
~~rket being held 011 tho old site would in all probability be more easily removed 
If the Corporation were the market owners. 

At W.kefield the general mal'ket and the slaughter-hoUBes belong to a Trading 
Company. 

MI'. Chapmall reports of this market that it is " a S011rce of great complaint, but iri Vol. LV., 
II spit-e of this and 0. considerable number of stalls and shops being unlet it is made to p. 274 . 
.. J?a.y a very fair dividend of not less than 4i per cent." H'r he slaughter-houses" Vol. IV., 
whIch belong to the Company "aJ.'e not well managed, and they are the ca.use of p. 277. 
" frequent complaint by the Sanitary I nspect<>r. They are not large enough for the 
" town, and yet the company is able to obtain payment of some 30s. a week from 
" persons using private slaughter-houses. This ought not t o be, and is a very 
" strong reason for transferring all the market rights to the Corporation." And 
further on ho says-

H The market not only fails to provide proper accommodation, but has been found Vc-I. IV., 
I, by the authorities to cause actual nuisances by neglect of sanitary regulations." p. 278 . 
. Of Searborough Mr. Ohapman reports that the market is very inadequate and badly V,,1. IV., 

8ltuat.d. 1'. 335. 
Of Reigato, another insta.nce of a compa.ny as owner, he says- Vol. LX., 
.. There seems to be every posedbility of creat ing a good genera.l mn.l'ket, l.mt it is 1)·11 . 

" not desired by the Market Oompany, and the authorities do not liko to make a 
co beginning oontrary to the Company's wishes." 

J ~ . -' 
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At Fleet,,-ood the market is ill course of transfer fro111 a Compa.ny to the Loca.l 
Authorities. 

In his evidence beforp. us, .Mr. Chapman st-atec1 that ca,t tle markets in the hands of 
compauies seelUAd decidedly successful, while general markets undel' such ownel'S were 
most unsatisfactory. . . . , . : 

MI'. Ashton speaks . of the market at Frome ~ exlllbltl~lg. ' .tbe dlsfiAlyrmtages of 
" markets being in the hands of Trading Compa-llles, the ChlOf of th~se bemg tllll.t t~e 
II Local Authorities and the company cunnot agree as to the SCtLVollgmg 01' the ;!'eprur 
" of the market place; and that the former have no power to put a stop t o a numanc!:) 
" occasioned by sbows accompanied by noisy steam organs." 

'1'be case of Ashford, wbich has been the subject of two jnquil'ies by Mr . .A ,~btoD, 
exhibits arbitrary action on the part of a public COlUPrulY such n.s woulu scarcely he 
taken by an elected Local Authority. 

On the whole Mr. Ashton ill his evidence expressed no very strong opiuion against 
public companies as owners of markets. .. 

Some of the objections to the private ownership of markets arc suffimeutly ObVlOHS. 
I n most cases the owner studies his own interest which not infreqnently ls opposed to 
tha.t of the public. He is generally unwilling and often . 1.lDa~le to pl'O~i de tho ~un~s 
for the proper equipmont of the market, and almost mval'lably he farms om; hIS 
property to a speculator? a Trading ~ompallY, or the Loc~l AU,thority .. The question 
of the policy of permittlllg the fa.rmmg out of a mnrket right 1S eX<l.mmed elsewhere; 
it is only noticed here for the purpose of stating ~hat in leasing a 1l1D:l'ket l'ight to 
a Local Authority a private owner is often able to unpose such terms 1D respect of 
improvements 3S are very ouerous and disadvantageous to the lessees. Such leases 
are frequentlv made ill cases where the needs of an increasing population demand an 
extended ma.rket; at the end of the lease a property which has been improved by the 
lessee has to be hired or bought at a higher rate. 

In addition to these objections it has been pointed out to us that a private owner is 
in a less advantageous position than a public authority in all matters of police and 
sanitary arrangements, and the regul3.tion of traffic in the neighbourhood of the 
markets. 

Here and there an exceptional case of a well-managed market in tho htmU8 of a 
private owner may be found. Such a case is that of Sheffield, where tho Duke of 
Norfolk: bas expended very large sums in improvements, and where there seems to be 
little ground for dissatisfaction with the administration of the market ; but oven there 
it is said that the owner's market rights would prevent the town from establishing 
a public abattoir, which is desirable on sanitary grounds; that in a large and 
increasing town a complete concentration of markets is not desirable; and that the 
Borough Authorities would be better judges as to this than a private owner. 
Mr. Chapman remarks of these markets:-

"They are excellent in every respect except the cattle market, which is 
unimportant," and ho goes on to say:-

"It is obvious that the owner cannot do as the Corporation of Bra,iHoril hn.s done. 
" llamely, have tramways laid down to the markets, and that he would. not fiud it so 
" easy to make similar ar~'angements for sidings to be provided by tbe railway." 

But if the investigation of, perhaps, the most favourable specimen of a large 
general market in the hands of a private owner uiscloses some disadvantages and 
some disabilities which attach to such ownership, it will easily be conceived that there 
are numerous instances wherelrivate ownersrup becomes very objectionable. 

l\fr. C. Chapman says of uton market that it "is stifted by the existence of a 
comparatively short lease of the rights." 

Mr. Ashton records evidence-as to Worksop, where the Local Board ha.ve a lease of 
the cattle market witJ:t only se:en more years to ~n ; they were recently compelled 
by an Order of the P1'lvy Oouncil to make expensive Improvements on property which 
does not belong to the ratepayers. 

Mr. Ashton also directs special attention to the case of Braintree, "where the market 
" tolls have been bought up by an auctioneer, who has practicaJly turned the whole 
" market" into his o,wn au~tion ~a.r~, and created quite the most complete monopoly 
~, that I have found m my lllvestlgatIOlls." . 

We have received evidence with regard to the market at March a small but 
. increasin~ town in ~e Isle of E~y, where .the Local Board desire to' purchase the 
market rIghts .of a pTIvate owner WIth the object of extending the market. The ownsr, 
w:h? is. supposed to derive an income of ~bou.t)Ol. a. year from the market. a'pp~ara 
dlSlUclmed to come to terms. One of .he objecte whIch the 'Local Board have in VIew 
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in seeking to pm'chllse th~ mrl.1'ket r ights, is thnt they mn.y have power to abate nu isances 
on the, market placo. WblCh under the pl'esent circumstances of ownership they cannot 
deal wIth. 

Au()th~l' cb ss of owners who 301'0 not locn,} authorities are includAd in the oategory 
of "bothes of pm'Rolls otheJ' thnn trading companies." We have reviewed at length 
the cil'cml1st:ulCes I'Ola1;ing to two of the most, stl'ikiucr iustances of ownership of this 
charn.otel', In adtli Lion to 'fanll ton nnd 'riverton , we m~y mention "V'akefield, wherl:l an Vol. IV .• 
excellellt cn.tt,lo mal'kot i!"'l owned !\llfl manaooctl hy Ohal'ity T rustees. Bristol cOottle p.2H. 
market helongs to Trlls tees constituOOd by a Eocal Act, one half or whom are appointed Vol. IH" 
by the Corporation, and tho.othel' hy Fcoffees of some Chnroh lands. ~J.1hese Feoffees p.4<l2. 
wel'e, prevIOusly to the pnssmg of the Local Act, the owners of tlle markets in the 
strcets. 'rho Stlrphl S incomo of tho llli11'ket if; n:pproprin.ted-l st. To maintenance and 
l'epail1l; 2nd. fr o lntoroflt 011 morfigngcs; 31'c1. To the payment of 300{. a year to the 
Feoffees; 4th. '11

0 the pa.'yment of lllt.erest on money advanced for market purposes 
by the Corporat ion rmtl the l?eoft'ecs. n.nc1 thell t,o other purposes which have nevel' yet 
been rea.ched. rel10 ropl'o80ntn.ti ves of the Feoffees are appointed for life. 'rhe evidence 
tendered at the I nquiry n,t Bristol does not disclose any serious complaiut as to this 
market, except that a. divided or dual ownership is injurious flood inconvenient. 

Other cases of divided ownership, author ity, and responsibility have been br ought 
under our notice. 

At Oxford, tllO geneml meat and provision ma,rket "is owned by both the Vol. IV., 
" University and the town, who share the profits anllmann.ge the lUarket by a Joint p. G7. 
"Committee." At the same place, nt St, Giles Fn.ir, ,. the tolls for stal1s on Olle side 
of the street are taken by tho OOl'pomtion, and on the other by St, J ohn's College." 

At Berwick·oll~I}'wced , the goneral ma.rket is in the hands of the Corporation and Vol. IV., 
Freem.en, the cattle lUal'ket belongs to the L ocal Sauitn,ry Authority, and the corn p. -401. 
ex:challge to a private compnny. 

There is a gfl lloral conSUDAU!"'I of opinion in fa.vollr of givillg Local Authorities tho 
compulsory power to pUl'cllC"I."to mMkot l'ights and mm·kat property, including the land 
and buildings nseu for ma.rkot pnrpoReH. and the Bamo power with regard to fairs. 

Mr. C, Ijl'mllu.ugh, M.l'., is of opinion "that tho J.Jocal Authorities should he Vol. VII., 
I! empowered amll'oquil'ea hy law to acquiro all existillg rights to hold markets, to levy Q. 15,055. 
Ii toils, and to make regulations ill connoxioll with -markets ." 

Mr. W. A. CasHun thinks" it very desirablo that no othol' than the Local Authority Vol. n., 
should Own m3,rket l'igL.ts," and thn.t these anthorities should be invested with Q.98 1. 
compulsory powers of purchaso. 

In many oasus these rightB Imve heen n.lrcn.dy pHrchnsed by agrooment, but in some 
instances thero iR n. feeling tlmt tho town \Vas forced illto purohasing by the inaction 
of tho owner ill not extelttling ana improving his mm'kot, and that the position of tho 
owner, who cOllld nuithor be compelled to !:Iell nor to improv~, enabled bim to exnct 
IiJ.l exccst3i \1'"0 pl'ico from tho uuyers. . 

'l'he following lllemoroodull1, handed in by Mr. W. IL T albot , Deputy '['own Olerk 
of Manchester , shows the position of affairs in that town before the market rights were 
purchased by tho Oorpo,""ion :-

.. The Lord of the Manor haa a right to hold his markets in such parts of the town Vol. VII., 
" as he pleased j he coulc1 remov6 them from time to ·time from ODe side to another; Q. 13,842. 

" and h. had a right to use tho public streets for market purposes in many of the 
" most frequented thoroughfares in the head of the town, and that right was actually 
" exercised in a way which was attended with great inconvenience to the inha.bitants . 
.. In the position in which the Lord of the Manor was then placed he had but little 
" inducement to construct good markets on convenient sites, as the purcha-Re of sllch 
" sites would be very expensive, whilst in the absence of such markets he would be 
" almost compelled to occupy successively more and more of the public street s in 
" furnishing accommodation to the increasing number of people who brought market-
" .ble produce to the town for sale. ThuB, the Lord of the Manor, by the peculiarity 
" of his position, IV •• led to exercise hiB right in a way that would probably hl>ve 
" been found increasingly inconvenient to the inhabitan.t s, and if he wished w sell 
" those rights to the public he had an evident inducement to leave the markets ill 
" an offensive condition, and, although Sir Oswald Mosley did not use the legal powers 
.. he posBeBBed to annoy the public and force them to b11y the manorial rights, yet 
II there was no seourity that d. purchaser or his successors mi.ght not use .. the power 
:: thus pOBBesBed for the accomplishment of Buch an object. It thereforo appoarod 

de8ll'able that tho .rights of tho Lord of the Manor should be purchased by the 
" mhabitants if they could b. securod without too grel>t •• ,crifice, amI that market.! 

l4 ' 
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" .~houlu he provided suitable for the accommodation of the public, and the stl'ect~ bl\ 
" cleared from obstructions." 

Mr. Chapman, in his report as to W ukefield Market, says :-
U The opinion of Lhe town seoms to be that they are bei ng forced by the ne~essi ti es 

" of tho tn~n, and the bad '1JULnagement of the market. to buy these market rIghts at 
U nny price, t,he market owners, as it were, for cing the hands of the ant,horities to get 
" rid of the llnisnnce.': 

In answer to anoth er question, Mr. Chapmrm said that in every case that had come 
under Lis notice there was a desire to purchase, except in the case of Shcffield, where 
the probable amount of the purchase money bad frightened thc Corpora.tion . 

~fr. Ashton, speaking from his experience as an Assistant Commissioner, said there 
was At general desire on the part of . Local Authorities to acquire compulsory power 
of purchase, but he' expressed a doubt whether somo of those who demanded the power 
would exercise it if it were given them. On this point the evidence received at 
Cam borne may be consulted. The members of the Local Board i'Lpprove tho ahstract 
principle that Local Aut.horities should possess tho llecessary powers to acqui re the 
property, hut they are not prepared, uncleI' present ci rcumstances, to advise tho 
application of that p riucll)le to their own par ticular case. 

The caso of Grantham may be cited 3S one which is illustrative of the difficulties of 
Local Authorit.ies in t.lle matter of purchase. The Corporation of this town lmd 
formerly possessed the market which they forfeited to the Lord of tho Manor by 
misuse of theil' privilege. In 1871 they became lessees uudel' the pl'csent owner, a~d 
the lessor offered a leasc in perpetuity at 421. n. year, but the offer ftppenrs to bave 
been conditional on t he Corporation hiring land nnd erecting a market haJI, and it was 
not accepted. In 1879 the Corporation obtained an A ct of Parliament empowering 
them to vurchase the market, and subsequently an offer was made by the owner to 
lease the market right-s for 99 years condi tionally ou the Corporation hiring land of 
him for the purpose of erecting a market hall, and expending 5,OOOl. on the same. 
'J..lbis offer was not accevted. After mn.ny fruitless offorts to agree, the Corporation in 
1886 accepted an offel" to lease the rights for 99 years at 2001. a year, and to spend 
not less than 2,5001. in erecting a market hall; but clifficul ties arose, and tho 
Corporation receivecl notice to quit aud delivcr up tho market tolls, &c., at the enll 
of the cnrrent year (5th April 1888). A vrovisional fi,O'l'eement was then ontered in to 
by the Markets Committee for the purchase of the tolis and for the hire of lan el aud 
blliltlings for the market on a lease for 99 years, but the 'J..'own Council refused to l'a.tify 
this provisional agreement) a.nd the market rights were hired all a yeady u.O'l'eement hy 
members of the 'J..'own Council acting in their priva.te capacity. Appa.rentlY OliO of tho 
tlifficultics :in t,he way of this negotiation was that the owner would not sell tho market 
buildings 0 1' land for the market, but would only lease them for a term of years. 

But if tbere is a general agreement that it is desirable to givo Local Authorities 
co~pulsory powers of purchase, there is a cODsiderable difforcnoc 'If opinion on t\yO 
pomts:-

1. '!'he basis upon which compensation to tbe present owneJ'S should 'La culcllhl.tcti ; 
and 

2. 'i'he policy of requiring Loca.i Authorities to exercise the proposed compulsory 
pow !;Irs of purchase. 

I. B A.SIS OF COMPENSATION OF M AR.KET OWNERS . 

On tbe first point Mr. Casson says :-
" I am not objecting to tbe compensation of the owner of rights which have existed 

" for centuries, which were originally given uncler Charter, and which can be pro'Ved 
" to have been properly granted, and to be properly held now. But I contend thattbeir 
., value oU~'ht Dot to b e calculated on the oxtreme limits to which those rights may 
I' be pushed." . 

And he seems to contempla.te the cutting down of the income of the market owner as 
a preliminary to the purchase of his property, the argument being that in many cases 
tbe owner bas increased his income by exceeding his lega.i rights ' thus he 'says with 
r egard t<> Spita.ifields Market :- ' 

" Should the time come to buy up these market rights . . . . . compensation 
" should not be based upon the total income derived from the market, but that it 
" should be calculated upon the income derived from the exercise of the marke~ 
H according to the charter ," 
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011 the qllestion of t,I H.~ 1I1lmhel' of yt 'il.I'S ]Jnrcha.sc which it would bo fai l' Lo give 
for market rights. MI'. Un,sson sn.ys ;-

.: I do llO~, think that these rights, apart from any pl'opel't,y, arc worth 20 years' Vol. II., 
" purchase: Q.985. 

Mr. IN. J. Clegg, ~he ·~~YOl· of ::;helfielil , where the purcbase of the markets was Vol. H., 
well'11i{rh completed 111 1,s7u, SlLyS :- Q. ·IRI2. 

"I a.~n of. opinion ...... that power should .bo given to the locn1 authority to 
,I compulsorily purcllase markets at a 1'easo'//ahle pncc . . . . . . I consider that such 
" price should not be less than 15 11(11' more t han 20 years on thc net amount received 
" during a period of six y~al's preceding t~e clote when the purcbase tn kes plnce, and 
.. that no sum should be prml for compensatIOn for prOSpt'ctiYf: increase ill the income, 
" inasmuch as the ow~er of .th~ markets really does Dothing to improve the town anci 
II its manufactures, n.ncl that It I S a monopoly that ought to be abolished as speedily :1S 

" possible." 
Mr. C. Bracllaugh, M.P., who gave evitlence beforc 11S, contends that the owners 

having acquired their rights, subject to t.he discharge of particulnr duties in respect 
of markets, 0.1'0 only entitled to a sJnan amount of compensation where t.hey hrwe not 
completely fu lfill ed their obligations. and he sllggest'5 the following scheme of 
compensation :-

.. Where the charter owner, or manorial owner, 01' prescriptive owncr of market 
<I rights has not provided (lolly market accommodation whatever, his present -rights 
" should be extinguished, abolished, rmd cease, withom any compcmmtion whate\ 01' ; 

" that where he is providing some ac('.ommodaLion, but cleady insufficient aCCOlnmo
,I dation, the compensation should llOt exceed seven years' purchasc, calcula.tcd 011 the 
" avemge of the last l.O yenrs of the net annuall'cceipts by him. It may be that 
" the charter owner, desiring to provide the fnllest a.ccommodat.ion, has been by local 
" circumstances, by po~sib]e conflict with private rights , prevented from acquiring 
" the property that might be necessary for the proper development of the market; 
" but where he }uLll tried to provide, or hnd provided, proper accommodation, then 
" the compensatioJt mouey should be ascertained by valun.tion and a,rbitration, as in 
" the cnse of any froehold." 

And he pl'Op01WS that the amount of compensation shouM be determined "either 
" by the High Court or by some specin,lly n.ppointed tribulI(d, which would be competent, 
" not only to inve!-itign,tc tho title of the person claiming charter 01' other rights, but 
" also to ascertain how far he ha(l acted in fulfilment of what I should submit is 
.. the expressed or understood obligatioll i1l cOllnexion with all charters, namely, the 
" pl'Otection and development, of the market," it being, in his opinion, desirable that 
the matter should be takon out of the hands of the Local Authority on grounds which 
he state, thus:-

Vol VJf., 
Q. 15,955, 
15,9i l -
1.5,U72. 

.. I wrmt the a:nollnt which 1S to be lJaid to the charter owner not to be [I, matter Vol. VlT .. 
I! in which the persol'ftl local influence of the charter OWDer operates upon the Local Q. 1.'i,96 ~i. 
"Authorities. Many of tho members of the Authority, being elected, aro sometimes 
" more or less under llis influence, because the very fac~ of Lis ue~ng the charter 
.1 owner generally implies the possession of estates in the district and considerable 
" local influence; and there a·re cases in which, where a very large sum to my mind 
" has been demanded by t.he charter owner, there has been reluctance in fighting him 
" in the Council, because of his being deservedly l'espt:cted for other matters, and so 
" on, which prevent the thing being discussed upon business grounds." 

The views of private uwners of markets, are expressed in reply to Ollr Circular of [Form B.] 
Inquiries addressed t o Owners of Markets not being Local Authorities, in answer to 
the following question ;-

"Is the owner in favour of the Local .A.uthorities obtaining compulsory powers 
.c of acquiring market rights? .. 

The abstract of the information given in reply to this circular, 8howB that a large Vol. XII!., 
number of owners of markets expressed no opinion on the point; many declared .Parts II. lint! 

themselves as indifferent in the matter. About half of those who took the trouble to 111. 
reply were favourable to the proposal, some accepting it unreservedly, and about as 
many atta,ching conditions suggesting purchase on fail' terms. Les~ than one-third 
of those answeriIlg the question were dist,inctly opposed t.o the project. 

The opinions of Local Authorities as to their being endowed with compulsory powers 
of purchase of markets belonging to others wi.thin the area, of their jurisdiction 
Jllay be gathere<l frpnl the replies to questioll 20 ill Oi!,c~laf o,f In~ui"ies. Form 0, 

If 1iG12S, . f) 
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In a ,!!l' l"at lUauy in:-;hmces 110 reply is gi\'\.~H . Some express .tl IOIll8Cl~o:') :1S j n<lifJ~l'lmt. 
bu t n.1)()ut t hl'eo-fourth tl of those who tU1SWel' the qUO~tlOU nro lIt fa vour uf the 
pr oposa1. . ' . . 

W 0 ha,vc not had the advantage of hOil,l'lllg' from ma.ny wltnosr:;es tho V ICWS.O~ ownors 
Oil this point, :Mr. J. R. Baul'lIe. agent to the Duke of Rudfol'll, was of OPll1101l thM 
" 30 years' pUl'chase on the present income would be ft vel'Y good way" of estimating 
t.he capita.l vo.lu€I of Om'ent Garden Market. ., , . 

Mr. E llisoD, tbe agent to the Duke of Norfolk, spenklllg , of .S~effield :Ma.l'ket. ' "hIle 
not ohjecting to compulsol'Y PUl'chfl;se. in ~he nhi)~act, was Of~OplnlOn ~lm~ . . 

"It would work with very great IIlJustlCl! aga,lllst th? Duko of NOlfolk, .hc?;\uac hlK 
" tolls are so VOl'Y l'easonn.hle that any nnmhor of yen.rs pltl'C1HlSC on ~bo eXlstmg l'cutal 
II woulll not he at all au adequato price" ; and" there IS n. prospectlVe vruuc . 
. , which on o-ht t o be considored ." 

Being asked if he did not t,hillk t.hat flU oifeL' by the Ol.lrporatiol1 to pUl'cliasu ~1 1tl 
markets at 38 01' 40 years' purchase of the t hen l'onta.l "tas a good offel', he l'ophed 
in the negat ive. . . . . 

' Vith r egard to tlle purcbase of l'Lgllts connected Wlt~l fml's , It b a.s alrea.ely boen stated 
that the powers of local :l.utbOl'itit's uucler the Pubhc H onl tb Act wIth respect to 
markets do not extend to fairs. T hey JUlYe no power to ta.ko a leasc or conveyance 
of ri!!h ts in fai l's. I t "has heen representell to .us that grea.t inconvenience has resnlted 
f rom .... the omission of fairs from the Public Health ..Act, an omission which would appear 
to bave been a mere oversight. 

I n some instances owners have been willing to dispose of market and fail' rights 
together , hut they ha.ve been un:willi ng to separate them ; but an ~rb.an Sa,nitnry 
Aut,hority actitlg under tho Public H enlt.h A~t, cannot purohase the fall' 1'1gh t8, mdced 
it is doubtful if thoy conIc1 accept them ::LS a gJft . 

Mr. C. Ohf1.pmall ~ s report con ta,in~ evillenee of a refusal on t he p al't nf. tllc Locn.1 
Government. DO:'l1'rl to sauction t he pm'chase of the rights aml i:.4)lls of tho .fa. i l',~ , with 
t.hose of thE' l11oll'ket.". at KnnresbOJ'o' , a.nd of Lhe incoJ1\'oniellct) wllicll iH cansed by the 
in n.uili ty of. t,he "LoC'al Bonnl to acqnil'o tlleso righl"s. . 

H e also repol'tf' tho ca:-1e of 'Yalthnm Abbey, wLere tim tj ll c:~l Board llavo pl1l'chnsctl 
the fo.ir riabts without, ~t}1tll l'()I 'Y anUlol'il,y ; alld 1,ll:l.tof Hoeklll,)]l([wiko, ·w1 wl'0 a. sinlil:w 
cuUl'se hnt hcclI tn,ke.ll . . 

The inr:Olwellience which may 3l'j se wbero the lllU.l'kot8 n.n tl fa il'S aro v(Jstctl ill 
differen t owners is clescl'ihed by ~fr. CaxBoH t,h ll~,-

"It is flxtremely inconvenient tha.t tIle freqnent mD.l'kcli which is held every week 
" should be in the hau(ls of Que body. and t.ha.t the grentor mr\l'ke~ which occurs nt 
II long intervals of t ime should be in the hands of ano ther body, hecause i t often 
" happens that the fail' i~ held on market days, :lnd when it takes pbco it is Hotlling 
" more 01' 1('88 than tbu enlaJ'gement of the m:3.l'ket that wou1d ol'ditu~l'ily ocellI' at that 
., time." 

Fl'cqnent,ly these fa.irs :1.re hnhl in the streets or !Il <~ "I1ml'kct sqlll\l'O ill tho tow n, 
Auy u,l'glt lllUnt in fayoul' of placing m.ukets in the hands of Local Au1jhorities on 
the groHnds of sanitar,'{ or polic€l l'eg lll:l.tions mnst :tpply wHIt equnl force to fairs . 

Mr. Becher fJ.' idd Pl'n.t t. Mayor of Newark~on-flll'f\Dt , gavo eviclonco n.s t,o the 
annoya.nce resulti ng f rom a fai l' in tha.t town which belongs to no privato ownor, 

At Cambol'Ile, where the mar ket belongs to a priva.te owner, the fairs aro held 
by the chul'chwa.rdC!lfi and overseers in trns ~ for the poor nnd the Church. These 
fairs are held in the streets ; they cause a good deal of troubl'e to the Local Board, 
who have no control over them. 

I I. POLICY OF COMPELLING L OCAL ..AUTHORITIES TO P URCHASE MARU,''l' RIGHTS. 

It is ad mit.:e~ t~at in many cases if Loea.l A~tbol'it ies had a compulsory power to 
purchase marKou n ghts, &0. they would not avaIl themselvou of it. and it ha-s boon 
contended by ~ome witnesses that it is so urgently necessa.ry that all ma.rkets should 
be under the dlr~ct control ana management of a local elective body, that wherever 
a market bel~nglDg to any other owner tha~ a. Local Authority is in existence the 
L ooal A uthOrity should be compelled to acqUlre the market rig-hts. 

On the point of compelling Local Authorities to exorcise Lhei r powel's of purcbase, 
~fr. Bra.dlaugh said in ovidence before us-

': I thi~k it possi~le, if the Loc.al Authorit ies only ha~l op tional powors. powers wh~ch 
" t.ney might or nnght not exerClse, they. woulq sometllues be deterred from resol'tIng 
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" to tbe .e.xerci~o of those pOWOl'S owing to the. expenditure which. rightly or wrongly, 
IC they wight tlnnk that th~'y wouhl b~ put to 1ll the compulsory acquisi tion of market 
"rights. I . woultl ]'cspcctfully Bul!mlt that tlw legislation which will 1)0 necessary 
" tihollld entirely tiwcep away an pl"lva.tc lllarket right.s." 

MI", Cassoll thillks that ]~ocnJ .a ll tllOrities too often ta.ke too nat'I'OW n. view of t heir 
(lutios. alld thn,t thcy llavC ducli1lod ill ::lome Ca.'J08 to est:\hi ish a. l1Iarkut· , hccn-use " 01.11" 
" it has beell ul'ged t iliLt it would be 11U good to the town. aud that it would llustrov Q. 1203. 
" the t rade of the shopkeepers." 

On th is point Ml'. Uhap1l1 im said,-
"I nom ra.thol'. jJlclilled to. think tha~ the.Y ought to be compelled to buy, for this Vol. VIl., 

" rellson ; that I do not tbnd.;: thel'o IS any chance of improvement h1 tho mal'kets Q. 12,lH3. 
II uuti l YOll lJav(l ~ot some ~yfltoll1 lJY which tho nccouut.s of t,he markets arB isolrti:,(:,-l 
" frolll othol' n.CCOUl1t~; and jf LIm llf'ufits ot t ho ma.l'kct. llm not lJut to t\ Hi nking 
" fm~d for Inal'kot plll'}JOSt '~, I ~co '.10 clHU~Cl' of Hie !n: ll'ket~ buiug J"ctuly ilU}Jl'Oved 
fl uitllnatdy t..o llluet 1;110 walltH of au IJICI'OlL81l1g populatIOn." 

VV"ith a. v iow to rcl io.vo the financial s~i."ain upon the rOf:!oul'oes of tOWlH-1 hn.ving to Vol. VII., 
purchase lI1:\.l'kets , MI'. Hnlodln. ngh proposes that UO ll llty Oouncils shoukl miac £I, spooi:li Q; 1 ~:950-
loan fund to bo lLV pol'tioneil eq nfi.lly amongst the I:m.nitary districts in l'espect of which 1'),D63 . 

the rights are acquired, as those bodies coult! bo1'l'ow on cllBier terms than would be 
possib10 to each BIDflll n.llthol'ity Laving to buy it,s own market. 

It lUn.y bo melltioned in pnssing that, notwitLsti1uding tb L~ general desire 011 the 
pa.l't of the Locnl Authorities to lJO ondowed with tho power of ncquiri11g markets, and 
tho aceept-ed idea that they "Woul(l prove bettm' managers than priva.te owners OJ' 

tra-cling companies, yot nmny of tllt1f-:o Local Authori t ios ha.vo hecn engel' to (livest 
themselves of nIl power of flil'oc t control lly l C:1~i l1g their r ights ; and in a few 
inst .... l.1lccl; thoy ha.vo OVl~ l! lca~1C(l thoso rights for tel'IllS }1l':\eticall'y floIllO lllltillg to 
perpetuity. ~l'ho n.e:~ (ling Om-pDl'atioll Ramo yeal'H ago ::lokI tbeir l'igllts to take tolli': Vol. l\T., 
on cattle to a caUlo m:l,rkut company for no pCH'pobmL r oyalty of 5l. ;). year, Imll they Q.2.2H, 
havo I'ccolltly COllt~\Hlp\[tt(\c1 thu l'O·plllchasc of thnso J'ights togelher witih t,hc propel'ty 2:!-l8. 
of t,ho company, ~I .'hu W il1 cilcstcr COl'pol'n.tioll a.hout fi f.) YODl'S ago sold tlleir rights Vol. Ill" 
to tn.ko toll Oil c:a.l:t;le \'0 :U~C(llllpall y fol' all n.nnnity of 507. :l. yen.r. Q. 13,91:? 

IJON I>ON, 

\V c n.rc no t ill posscl-'sion of (wi dunce bJ f-: l loW tl lnt thcro is nny <.1esire 011 the part 
of the govol'ning lIodieR of t,ll(~ M{lt,l'opoHs to nC(ll"1iro the markct l'ight."' whioh are 
not llOW ill their l'of-lsof:lsioJl. 'Wo n.re iJlfol'l1lu<1 hy Mr. ,T. It. Boul'llo that tho Dnka of V(lI.IL, 
Bedford, aF; t.Jw OWlIUl' of Covent Gm'ilcn Mar'ket, made an offer to the Motropolita.n Q. 2G24. 
Boa.rd of ,V orks to trnnsfCl' tJlO mn.rket to them j 110 pric(:l was named, it was not 
mndo a condition In filly way. bllt the negotiation came to nothing. 

The lessee of tho HpitaHiolds nmrket offered to hand over bis interest in the market Vol, II., 
to the Whitechal,el Bom'd af Works, who tlid not entertain the Jlraposa!. Q. l"S. 

InEr.AJ"'iD. 

With regar<l to this country Mr. O. W. BIIlOk, Assistant Coml1lissionel'~ recommends- Vol. Vll., 
" 'l'hat the T owll Commissioners 01' other Local Authorities, whether Urban Sanitar y p. lOG. 

u Authorities 01' not, should bave power to purchase compulsorily, with the consent 
\I of the Local Government BoaTd, the market rights and mn·rket accommodation i;1.1 
II their town, but that such purchase should comprise both the l'ights IllJd the 
" accommodation. . 

U That ill case any difference should arise b etween the owner and the Commissioners 
II or other Local Authority as to the price to be paid, the same should be determined 
Ie by an arbitrator to be appointed by the CommistJion6rs of Public WorkB ill Ireland, 
" in the same manner as in cases of land taken by Railway Companios 0 1' public. 
" bodies unde,' the Railways (I"eland) Acts." . 

And Mr. J. O'Meara, another Assistant Oommissioner, makes a similar l'ecom~ Vl..,l VlJ,. 
mendation_ . ' . . p. 3U~. 

"That compulsory powers bo givon to Local Municipal Authoritios, whethul' Urban 
Ie Sa.nitary Authorities or not, to acql1iro lIl l.l.1'keli r ights nnd tolis, and t ho market 
II buildings and f a.ir groens either togethor 01' I::)opnrately. 
II H,Tha.t in towns whore no such Municipal Authoritio~ are OSklblished, ] )OWOl' he 

gIvell to such ratopayers as possess a raw.ble valuation of 41. and upwal'cls to cloct, 
le 2 
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Vol. VlI., 
Q.12,649. 

Yol. VII., 
p.3P' . 

Vol. VJ., 
p. 1. 

Vol. V I., 
p.29. 

V ol. X., 
p. 67. 

Vol. V., 
Q. 4472, &c. 

" wit.hin a ~i"en per iod, at least 12 of thejr number to be called 'marke.t. and fair 
.; trustees,' III whom should be vested all the necessary pow~rs. and pl'lvlleges for 
.• ucquidng and regulating the ma.rkets and. fairs and ~h? bUlldmgs, . &c: connected 
II therewith, as would otherwise be vested III the MUllIClpal Autliol'lty I f a.ny such 
" ..,xisted . 

Of Tha.t in the event ~f th~ r~tepayers. as aforesaid. not elect~ng the. : market and fair 
" trustees' as aforesaId wlthm the stipulated pel'lod, I?owel s. D~ gl \ en to th~ Local 
II Board of Guardians of the Poor similat' to those mentIOned 111 RecommendatIon 1 as 
"' to all markets and fairs witbin the flrea of theil' jurisdiction." 

And he states in evidence that in his opinion the Local Authorities would he willing 
to purchase, aud would be prepared to pay a fail' price, and that rio great majority of 
the owners were dispflsed to agree to a sale. 

The difficulty in arrnnging for a sale and purchase is no fin~ucin.l.one .. Outside of 
the Urban Sauita.ry Districts (that is, in towns of less. than G,OOO.mhnbltant.s) there 
is no publio body which is possessed of the power to raise money for the purpose of 
purchasing, establishing, or improving a market. 

MI'. O'Meara therefore suggest.s t.lIa creation, in Rural Sa.nit.ary Districts, of bodies 
of market and fair u 'ustees to be elected by the ratepaye1'8, 

As t.he result. of his inq ulries Mr. O'Msnru says :-
"A. nota.ble fact is that where really good accommodation has been prm-jded, there, 

U in most cases, the Local Authority has contl'Ol, and stood in the position to make the 
" necessary out-lay in procuring suitable sites for fail' greens and markets, and in 
" erecting good market buildings. 

u I t is, thel'efol'c, essential to fut.ure improvement t.bat control should not be vested 
" in privat.e individuals, and that full and necesml'Y powers over mlll·kets fmd fnh'S he 
u givcn to Local Authorities." 

The Commissioners of 1852 repOlt certain cases of divided ownp.rship ;-
.. In some toWDS we found two 01' more individuals claiming to be propl'ietors of the 

U fairs and market-s held ou different days uuder separak1 patents (vule Skibbereen 
" evidence); and in other towns we found, in the same manner, public bodies nnd 
.. private individuals exercising the rights of ownership ('In different dlloYs ('vilZc rrrale(', 
" Clonmel, Thomastown, Strabane, &c. )." 

Om' Assistant Commissioners ha.ve visited fom' out of the .five places llamed above, 
aud we find that the result of their inquiries is as follows ;-

.At Skibbereeu t he Town Oommissioners have now the contl'Ol of all the m.:u·kets and 
fairs undel' three separate leases, two of which are for ever, at thu reut of I s. a year, 
a.nd the third is a lease of the general meat and fish markets for a period. of seven years 
at a reno of 451. a year. 

At Tralee the Town Oommissioners hold a weekly market on 'lluesday under a 
Char ter granted to the corporation (now dissolved) by J ames the 2nd, and Sir Edward 
Denny holds another weekly market on Saturday under a Charter of the 6th Charles I . 

Mr . O'Meara says :-
"The owner of the market rights afforded no accommodation whatsoever to those 

H frequenting the markets, and in 1847 a number of merchants combined and formed 
" a Company . . . for the pnrpose of making, forming, and maintaining one or 
H more markets in the town of Tralee." 

This Company provided a market site, built a weigh-house and other premises, Gnd 
they "derive a revenue from the cba.rges which a.re exacted for the use of aJ!d 
U accommodation afforded by t he premises and the scales llJld machines therein." 

'11here are therefore at the present time three parties who hold markets or quasi
markets in the town of Tralee, which has a population of about 10,000. 

At Olonmel the Oorporation own the butter market and a private individual 0\VD8 

Lhe potato market. 
"All the mar~ets and fairs. are free from toll. except the butter and potato 

"markets. No rJghts are e:x:el'Clsed by the Corporahon or ot.her Authority over the 
" gelleral1lll.l.rkets or fair." 

·At Strabane the Town Oommissioners own 'part of the tolls of the markets and fairs 
nB successors to the Corporation Ull?er a Chart~r .0£ James the 1st, apd they hire the 
corn mal'ket and butter market WIth sonie bUildmgs from tho Duke of Abercorn and 
another under a. lease for 200 years at a rent of IOn. The Oommissioners have also 
purchased the flax, tow, potato, and vegetablo market of a former owner. 
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Thus it would appear tha.t in two of these towns which were set out ns eXam\)leS 
by the Commissioners of . 1~52 some corl.solidati?n of authori ty has been ettected, w!lile 
in two othel' places the drvldecl owuer r;hlp rem:\1US. 

Mr. Dlack instances n. curious cal:ie where the market r ights have been subdivided 
to an absurd degree :-

"In Olll n.gh tho rights nre vested in Captain ArchdalI, but he had no market Yol . V., I). 4. 
f l Illaces. 'rhe rights wero sublet by his predecessor in title to a Mrs. Jane Spiller by 
U Jeasu fo!' ~l year s. Rho subsequently 8ul)let to various sub·lessees. The gl'a:in 
ff market 18 therefol'e manuged by the Gl'eat Northern Railway Cowpauy. The flax 
" and pork market by MI', James Greer, ]\{r. Scott, Mr. Arnold, and Dr. }I'ieming. 
H The pot.'l.to :1.11f1 mea] market by Mr. Johnstone, and the butter market by Major 
II Ellis, as Mrs. Spiller's mpresentative, Captain Archdall n::.erely demised tho right D.t 
I: holding markets, :tnd the a.ccommodation has sinc.e been provided by th c tenants, and 
II on which they )mve expended considera.ble slims." 

Another cnse recorded by Mr. Black presents a remarkable ltistory of a ma.rket , and 
exhibits forcibly the n,!1 omalous state of affai rs in I reland :- Vol. v., 

" In Cayan certniu market rights wm'e cOlifm'red upon all ancestor of Lord ]'nruhml1, r· I7. 
" and ut,hel' slIch rights were gl'am.etl to the Corpol'at.ion of Cavan. rrhe evidence 
H submitted to me does not enable me to say what particular rights were grauted to 
" each of those plwties, but the butter, pork. and flax Jlln.rkets are let by JJord F arnham 
" to Mr. Reilly "t rents of 1401. and 301. a year, .nd he collects the toll there.t. 
ff Eggs, fowl, &c. were sold on the street, r..nd no t oll was charged on them . They 
" are now sold in the market established by the '1.10wn Commissioners, who receive 
" rents and stullage from the buyers. Some years ago the Commissioners est.ablished 
.. n pork market, and the then tenant of Lorll Farnham commenced an action against 
" them in l'espect thereof, but was HOlHmited. An amicable a.rrangement was come 
" to between the Commissioners and Lord l?arnham, by which the fonner agreed not 
II to attempt to iuterfere further with his Lordship's mar ket rights, and he agreed to 
If contribute an rmnual S11m t.o the CommiBsioners in aid of the rntes of the town. 
II Subsequently the Commissioners established n. fowl and egg market j his Lordship 
" did not lJ1teliero to prevent this, I1S he hud not been previously receiving any revenue 
" from the sale of those commodities, which took pInoe on the streets. The Town 
". Commissioners are not an Urban Sffilitary Authority, and they have no power to 
II borrow money for market purposes. They erected the sa.id market and borrowed 
d the money therefor from one of the local bank.s on their inllividual security, and 
" they arB now doriving .8. handsome revenue from it, which they expend upon the 
" impr.ovemcllt of the market and the town, '1.'heir position ]s an anomalous one, and 
" they would doubtless have got themseh es constituted an Urban Sanitary Authority, 
" but if they rlid so the sanitary rate of the town would be payable by the occnpier, 
" whilst n ow that the Poor La.w Guardians are the Sanit.ary Authorities a Pl'opol'tion 
" of it is r epay.bJ. to f,},e occupiers by the landlords." 

FARMING 01' TOLLS BY LOCAL 1 

Another subject included in the Reference is that of farming of tolls by ~ocal 
Authorities. We have inquired into this matter,o.nd it has also, by our dlrectlons, 
been investigated by the Assistant Commissioners. 

. AlthouO'h we have ascertained tha.t Local Authorities (in which we includ~ 
.. Corporati~lls, Improvement Commissioners, and LocaJ. Boards) are largely in t~e habit 

of leasing their rights, yet i t also appears tha.t · private ownerB, to a very conslderable 
extent, lease the tolls, &c. 

The reasons assigned by local authorities for letting their markets are chiefly .tho~e Vol. IIr.~ 
of convenience or srofit. rrhe income is tolerably cer ta.in, a.nd the Local Authorlty IS Q.153i, 

h th . ' t f th 8002, 8!J5,j, spared trouble. n the otber hand even in many places, were e m aJori Y 0 e D3G3 IiI 6~. 
managers determine the Pbli~y to be pursued by t he author ity, ·there appea~ .to be a Vol. 'VI:, 
considerable minority opposed to the system. In some places Local AuthorItIes have Q. 9203. 
discontinued the practice for various reasons. Vol. VlB., 

At Bideford iu was stated that "there was constant trouble through the collector ~~~7i~4. 
trying to collect tolls, which he was not authorised to collect." Q. 11,010, 

At Dorchester it was said that the income of the market had doubled since the Vol. VIII., . 
practioe of letting it had been discontinued. ~~tJ~~· 

At Kidderminster .the practice was given up, as it was im possible to get tbe lessee 14,1.58, 
to car.ry out his covenants. 14136-1. 
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Vol. l X., 
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Vol. II .• 
Q. IOl8, 
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Yu!. VII., 

Vol. VII., 
Q. 11,!)f}(.i, 
12,()t11. 
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Q. I G,320. 
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Arguments against the system of lensing bave been adduced b)' ~everal witnesses 
before us ami out' Assistant Commissioners. 

Mr. C. Bradlaugh, :M.P., gave the following evidence au the slllljoet:-
15,96-i:. "You would prohibit the Local Authority fl'om leasing a market ; that is, 

" of com'so, ill pur,-manee of the principle that ma,l'kcts ought Bot to be in pI'ivnte 
" hands ?-Ye:;; anil also I think i,hol'o 15 clea.l' c\'111cllce l,l l~ ,1t WUCl'C lllarket~~ Lnve 
" heeu leased, or, what is the equivalent of leasing, fal'llletl in any way by illlliviLluals: 
.1 sometimes the evils bave been £Iven greater than Whel'B the private owner has 
If himself exercised (my authority, because the lessee !tas t ried to make his 
" thil'teenpence for a. shilling. and hfls Dot been careful as to bow he made it." 

15,£165 . . ; The person who leases the ma.rket has only rul interest for a limited time, 
" and pl'oh::tbly has liO interest in the sUl'l'ounding district ?-'~rh {Lt is 80." 

Mr. Tal bot the Deputy rrown Qlcl'k of :MallchoBter, OXPl'u88l'Hl his views a~ follows:
] a,oS!):3. H Did YOll c\VC I' lL,t t be t.olls '(-NevuI'; all11 wu ~ho\l It111LWCl' tll'cam of ~uoh 

,: ~l , thing, I am sllre." 

13,894 ... YOH :11'e of opinion that the COl'por3.tion call mannge tho maJ'keis botter 
., than any lessee ~-I am also of opinion (if I am DOt out of order in expressing an 
U upinion) that i t should not be permitted that the LoonI Authority should lease 
" its tolls." 

13,895 . :. 'rllat is a very important point, and no doubt yon have considered it. I 
H should liko to hem' what your reason is for that opinion ?-I think t,bn.t tho juterests 
Ie of the community requil'es that the tolls should not be leased. 'r he object of vcStillg 
II tile markets in tbe Locul.A.uthority, 1S tha.t t,he Local Authority should llln,nn.ge tlll",m, 
'I anel you a,rc 'gotting out of the frying-pan iu to the fire jf yun let tho markct to f\, 

" 1essee. If yon trflusfer the markets from the LOl'd of the :Mn.nor to the Locnl 
Authority you do so ill order t.hat the ratepayers may admillist.or thei r own market;.<:;." 

13,896. "If the ma·rkets are let to a lessee, the interest of t.ho lessee is to make :l.S 

" mnch money out of tbem as possible, without regal'd 1.0 1.ho cotlveuioHce of the 
II inhabitants generally ?-Jllst so." 

~fr. Ashton js strongly in favour of IJ1'ohibiting Locnl Anthol'ities from letting out 
their markets. 

By othel' wiblesses it has been urged that those using the market h:~ve little cbrulco 
of getting allY henrillg for their complaints where a lessee j~ ill l)()sSeSSlol1, that a I.local 
Autl10rity by lensiug' parts have no power to regulate, control, 01' irnpruvo the mal'kut, 
and it is submitted that the arguments in favour of placing mn,z'kets dil'ectly nnder the 
cont·l'ol of Local Authorities lose their force if those Authoritie.~ are tu be l~el'mittea to 
part with that control by farming out theil' mnrket, rights. 

Out of 346 market tOWllS w~ere illquil'ie~ ~ave been held eithel' by ourselves in 
London or locally by the ASSIstant OommlSSIOners, no les8 than 158 instances of 
farming tolls have heen discovered , 

These may be divjded as follows :-
Loc • .! authorities mvning IDUl'ket rights who let the tolls, 74. 
Pl'jvo te owners of market rights who let the tolls, 84. 

'l'aking the most important markets whieh the Local Authol'it.ies lease out, we find 
tha.t the toll s l'el\lise very large soms, viz. :-

Blackburn 
Glasgow (Cattle Markot) 
Plymouth 
Swansea 
A.cCl·ington 
Exeter -
LJanelly 
Neath 
Darwin 
Gloucester 
Great Yaxmouth 
Hereford 
(J,'owe 
DOnC[lstel' 
Co.l'ma.rthen 

. ' 

£ 
per year. 

6,225 
5,265 
4,811 
4,000 
2,040 
1,897 
1,892 
1,480 
1,407 

. ' ] ,381 
1,125 
'1,078 
1,029 
1,000 
1,000 
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fro SllpplOlJl Ol1~ ~his. wo rtpJlOIH1. a 'l'ablo showing tho a.Pl'J'oxilllaLu 
tuo Loc:).l Authol'lLio.':l fUI' tllo tolls III tho l'ema.iuing ma.rkuts;-

Abovo (JOOl. hut II uilor 1,000l. 
" 800/.. " nom. 
" 7001.. " 800l. 
., (jool. " 7001. 
" 5001. " GOOI. 
,. 400f. " 5001.. 
" :,001. " 4001. 
" ~OIJl. " :lOOt. 
.. l OOf.. " 2()()1. 
" !jOt . " lOOt. 

:{Ol.. " Got. 

" 
~Ill." :10/. 

" WI,. " 201. 
Ulldol' lOl. u. yen.l' 

Total 

;9 

rout I'eceived hy 

Nil. 
5 
3 
2 
5 
,~ 

(j 
::; 

10 
11 

1 

1 
4 

59 

Thc1'e is a VCl'Y mal'ked fulling off in the amouut of rent received fOl' the tolls. 10 

markets leaaed by pl'ivaLe owners only fOlll' markets are let for large Sl1m~, viz. :-
Bradford, 5 ,0001. a year for 999 years. Bristol (Cattle Marke,), 1,750t. u yoar. 
Spitalfields, 5,OOOl. a year. Devonport, ] ,475l. a year. 

The remainder may be snmmed up very shortly :-
B()tweon 700l. fl.THl 1,OOOt. - -
Above GODI. hut 1111(101' 7lXll. 

" Will. " mOl. 
" 4()0l. " 500/. 
" :lOOt. " ,~Oo/'. 
" 2UOI. " :llX)I. 
,,101l1. 2001 .. 
" oW. " 1001 .. 
., ;10t.. )~ 50t. 
" 201. " :mt. . 
., Wi. " 201. 
Ullder 101.. n year 

Nil. 
1 

N.il. 
:l 
1 
7 

19 
12 
16 

2 
14 

80 

We fnl'thtu' fi.lld fhat t horo arc sovcl':il perRoHs who ma]w i\ profession of ta,kilW 
leases of lUa1'ket tl)l1 t:1, ,lllf-lt as fOl'Jnol'ly people used to hil'o the turnpiko a.nd bridge toll; 

Of thesA toll f<ll'lllul'~ tho most important :\1'0 lIfl'. J ames Percy, who leasos 26 mal'ket.s, V I VIT 
and Mr. V,Tillialll Williams, who leMe,..; 10 mal'kotJ.\, (~o i:l !H7: 

According to tho cvitlcnce of ~f.r. Percy the business is not Incmtive, noR theJ'o is great Vol. VII ., 
competition for tllCSO tolls. 1~ho owners of tho ma.rkets, whother private individuals. 01' Q.13,fO!l. 
Local Authol'itios, ~n'c fully aW:l.I·O of th~ revenuo to ba del'ivell from their markets, and Vol. VIr., 
they disposo of t,hoir lights by auction or public tender for n. tern) of years to the Q. 1:{,!l(iS, 
highest bidder. '1'11'i8 leaves a. wIry small ma.rgin for profit, and frequently the l:J,mH "l 

contractor has to pay all the officers connected with the market, and to execute 'all $t!q. 

repairs, besides pa.ying ra.tes and taxes in addition to the annual r ent. The figures giv~n Vol. VI!., 
by hUn show that tho gross income from 0.11 sources in the 26 ma.rkets which he rents 'Q. 13,9~5. 
is 29,272l., and the expenditure 29,478l. If these figures are correctly statetl Mr. Percy 
loses 206l. " year. 

He cannot levy higher tolls than those fixed by the owner of the market, thongh h~ V'Jl. V H., 
may reduce them if he is 50 inclined, Oond this he does in som9 cases, w'horo it is to his Q. 13,m:i,';. 
advantage to do so, 3.<:, for I~xample. the ba.ck stalls in a market, or when Due ur two 
stalls a.re vacant and be wishes to find a tenant. , 

The owners of markeig lease their tolls for periods varying fr om one yea1' to two or Vol. VI!., 
three years a.s a. )'ule. and in Romo Cf1."iCS tllO lessee ha,s to do· all r epairs. In hi!:! , Q. 13,992. 
opinion repairs 801'0 executed moro expeditiously and effectually by the IC8S6tl than by Vlll. VI.. 
the market owner, especially if the latter be Do Lo('.al Aut,hority. Q. 1.3,mm. 

Mr. W. Williams states that he leases toll. ill 10 markets Duly, and hi. receiptS Vol. VIr., 
amount to 10,1021. as against an expenditure of 9,885l., leaving a ourpllls of 2171 .. Q. J.1,41O. 

K ., 



Vol. V II. 
Q. 13,412. 

Vol. VII., 
Q. 13,'83. 

Vol. VII ., 
Q. 13,052, 
1 ;J,9S2. 
Yo1. VII., 
Q. 13,957. 

Vol. VIt., 
Q. 13,979. 

Yolo HI., 
Q. BH2. 

Yol. 111., 
Q.86·1O. 
Yol. Ill ., 
Q.8715. 

Vol. nJ., 
p. 19j. 
Vol. V1J., 
Q.13,952. 

Vot VII ., 
Q.19,410. 
13,473, 

ROt·A I. CO)Lm s,": ION oz.; l IAIlKE'l' m OliTS AND 'rOLLS: 

'fhis n.pponrr. to bf' a vcry sll1o.11m[l,l'gin of profi t for tho t.l'oublo involved in looking 
after so large. a bU f-;i ncss . . . 

W itll the i.~xcepti on of TOl'qna,Y the lllarket~ bdoug to COl'poratlOns or Local 
A uthol'ities. I II some casel; tllt.' tolls arc leased for onc year at a tllne, fLHd freq\lently 
an increa.sen rental is required on the tcrminn,tion of ~f\.ch tenancy. The tolls to be 
levied are fixed by the owners, and in. eyel'Y ~arkct the tolls. the owner lovies are under 
the maximum, except cattle tolls, WhlCh nre 111 accol'dance wi th the schAdule. 

DealinO' w it.h these 14 tOWllS, where t.he l'entnl amounts to .l,OOOl. a. yen I' 01' upwards, 
which m~y be tnken as typical of tho rest of the class owne-ll by Local Authorit.ies, we 
win ma.ke a few remarks on each. 

ENGLAND. 

Blackburn beads the list with the large rental of 6.22Sl. n, ycar, The Corporation 
lease the tolls for a term of two years, and Mr. Percy, the present lessee, states that the 
lease generally changes bands at the end of each term. The Corporation pl'?vide the 
accommodation for inspectors t.o look after the market, alld a mall t.o cleanse It , and do 
an repa.irs, while he bas only to provide his own ton collectors. His receipts amount 
to 6,40Sl., so the margin of profi t is exceedingly small. 

Mr. Chapman held an I nquiry in this ~?Wll, and the ~own CJel'~ said that t~e 
Markets Committee ha\:e fl'eqUt.llltly cOllslclered the questIOn of ta.kmg the t.ol1s In 

their own handa again, but " t.he Corporation consider that in leasing the tolls tbey get 
II cheaper and better collection, and as a body aro less linhlc to fraud ." The tolls are 
only let fol' short terms of two YAar:., and the Committee, for a considerable number 
of years, have been unanimously in favour of continuing tbo system of leasing the toUs. 

Plymouth follows with. rentnl of 4,8111. 
In this town the Oorporation have incurred heavy expenseR in erecting now market 

buildings, and are about to spend 20,000l. mOJ'e. rrbey lease the tollil amlUally to the 
highest bidder, and in 1888 they receiyed 4,8111. for these. 'I'h. lessee Mr. Wilcocke" 
states that he will lose R.t least 2501. by the markets, and t.be Corporn.tioll ndmit that 
the year has been a. very bnd ono fot' t.rade. A.l though the Corporation do not give 
any reason fer leasi ng the toBs, it is evillentJ,r n. satisfactory rt!'rangomellt to them, and 
Mr. Ashton. the Assistant, Commissioner who held the I nqniry at this town, Bums up 
his Report by sayin~, "This lI'al'ket in my opill ion is mnch too profitable. " 

The genernl marKet at Swansea is also leased to Mr. P P.l'cy for three yea.rs at 1\ 

ren tal of 4,0001. a year. He bas to pay rates, taxes, light.ing, and cleaning, and keep 
the premises in repair. The Corporation provide tlle marke t accommodation, and one 
inspector. 'Ihe collectors are provided amI paid by the lessee. 1.' ho averago annual 
gross receipts amonnt to 4,9761. for the t.bl·ee years ending 1st June 18R8. 

Accrington, tbe next town on the list, is leal:ierl by the Corporatioll to Mr. Percy f or 
a tl'..! l'm of three years for 2,040/. a year. They pay rates, taxes, and cleanino. , while the 
lessee bears the expense of lighting, and provides all the men requisite to C~lTY on the 
market. except one inspector. His average annual gross receipts are 2,3.l0f.. 

Mr. C. M. Chapman, aD Assisk'\nt Commissioner, held a.n Inquil'Y at Accrington on 
tbe 11 th May 1889. and ill reply to a.question which ho put to the Town Clerk and 
thoEe me·mbers of the Corporation who were present, on t.he subject of fannino- OOlls, 
Mr. Councillor Duckworth said that several members of the Markets Committe: havo 
raised the question during t·he past 12 months, .. whether it would not be advisable to 
,( keep the market tolls in their own b?nds," and he adds, "I am favourable to keeping 
" the tolls in the hands of the Corporation; if there is any pl'olit tI) he made t.t.e 
" tOWDspeople should 11M'e. the benetit. . ' . ' So fa!' as I can judge . . . . the 
0; market lS In a better posltlOn to·day by lett,mg' the toOlls tha.n it otherwise would ha.ve 
II been in if the Corporation had kept them ill their own ha.nds." 

~r. Hindle, the :hfayol', REt.id that., owing to the dissatisfaction arising out of the 
lettmg of the stalls to the var lOUS holuers, scarcely a meeting of the Markets Oommittee 
was held wit-hout frequent applica.tions being made for reduction of ren t, callsin"" much 
nnpleasantness. The Co~mittee then told those stal1h .. :>lClers who were dissatisfied tha.t 
they could give up their sta11s, but very few left. Soon afterwards, findino- the same 
complaints arising, the Committee decided to lease tbe tolls, and everything ~,as worked 
smoothly since. 

Llanelly is one of the mark.t£ leased by Mr. Williams from tb. Looal Board yearly 
at a rental of 1,842/. He has to pay all rates and taxes, to repair the market buildings, 
fittmgB, &c., to cleanse the ma ..... ket, and remove all refuse, and in addition the 
Gor!,o..".~ioJ1 r~s~rve to t~pm~elve~ tl,p light tp r1i.ch.rg~ .n1 of th9 lfF~.08' s.nalll, 



XI 

whom they cOllsi(lcr illColllpetent. H is gross receipts amonnt to ahout 2.1607., whi le YoL VIL, 
his expenses, inclusive of l'l!I~t, iHn~>tlllt to Ilearly 2,5001. I t SCOlUS scarcely crodi blc (~. !~.~llO , 
that aU'yo~1e ,,,'ould cunt1uc~ 1 11~ llllsmoss 80 ::IS to monr :l loss of nearly 400'. a r elLi'. 13,,)_., &c. 

Neath 111 Gbmorgallslure 18 allot,lier of the markets leased by the Corporalion to V ol. \,11 .• 
Mr. Percy for t;hrec ye3.1'S n.t f\, yea.rly re~ltal of 1,4801. His avera.ge annual receipts are Q.l:.l,·11 0. 
1,5361., nlHl although he glvos no par ticulars of the expenses he has to bear, with t he 
exception of the wnge~ of two cullectors who III be constantly employs. his ex pl'l1ses. 
amount to l ,M)4/" !-'llOwing a net loss of 58/. 

Darwen, INl.se!l to :hiI'. Perc), hy thc COl'po l'i1tion for Lhl'eo yens at a 1'entn.l of 1,4071. V ul. VIC, 
a. year, was nevcr lensed be[oro. He hft.s only held the wal'kec for six m onths, aml h is (),. 13,410. 
O'rOSS I·ccejpt.<.; :lIllOl lllt 011 tho n.vom.go t.-o 2Gl. a. w'oek, 01' at that 1'tl.OO to 1,35~r. n. year. Vol. VfL, 
He employs one t:ollcctol' aL 22 . .; n. weok. awl this brings his expenditlln: up to L4(j2l. Q. 13,9!:!:! . 
n yenr. it is Jl ot, possi blu io mnke allY cnIculntioll 011 these figures, but f l'om Mr. P crt:y 's 
experience a.':j a. tOllLer of 111n.rkct tulls i t if-) t o be nssnme(l t hat he lloos lIot inclI1' n. loss 
on every market un dor h i ~ controL 

Great Yn.rlllouth 111 '~l'ku~ tolls arc also ill "MI'. P ercy's hawls for five 'yea \'~ ,~t, ::1.1\ Y"I . V.I1., 
anneal I'ental a t' 1,.1 25l. He poy::> GO/. a. yea.r to n. collcctOl', alHl cmpluys O(;C<l :)iOll,Ll (~ . l:I,-!lU. 

assistance 'fIo'hen n.:quil'ed. H is g ross receipts uIIly amount to 1,1Ij:i a. year. UIl O poi nt 
to be mcntiollcll ill this ea.se is tha.t the market right·s ouly ex tenll to 100 ya.nls beyu:Hl 
t]le ma.rket.. 

Exeter i~ one of tho ma.rkets loasell hy :NIr. \VilIiams, to whom we have alrca( ly \--ul. Ill ., 
u.lludecl , 'l'ho r ont paid is 1,8971. for all t.he }fl'1.I·kets except tho cat tle market, wh ich Q.I0,01O. 
the Oorporation l'etuiu, find dcr ivb an incomc of 5~Ol. a. YCM' from it. 

Mr. 'J.'ownshcml, a me.mhc'l' of tho COl'pOl'atioll, is strongly oppose<1 to tho present Vu!. 11r., 
al'l'angcment and cOllt:i iders tha.t the Local Anthorltics should rcgain po~sessiou of. tbe Q. lO,f)!)::!, 
tolls os SOOl1 os possih1n. H is object-ion to the tolls hcing lensed is Hot that much harm IO,nH-. 
is done by it if the lcssl 'o could u t-il ize the markers l'l'Opurly, hu t that tllCl'c i~ too milch 
n.ccommoc1atiOlI :l1Icl 'OllO mnl'kct OIlly js lwcessn.l'y. 

Mr. S llOl'UI, Jl\;J,n;.~gillg clel'k to tho 1\1\\" 11 Clerk, sayH that t hu tolls hecomo leBs VoL 111., 
valuahle at eV01'Y lcttill g', nw l t ila.t a lessee m ako:-> more alit uf t hem tlia.1\ tho Corpomt.ioll Q. l\.l,!)I~ 
CfLll do. The UOl'pora,Liull (ltlll1ot l1lako t.hv lllllrket!::! pa.y when they held them ill theil' 
own ImutlH, rmd it is, thereforc, bottci' to got a largcr income b'y lelt!:ling tho to]]s. 
'rhere is a.1sB It hL'lWy deht on tllo market,; . which cripples the reSOll l'CeS of the 
CorporatiOi I. 

Mr. P ercy j.~ t.ho lessee uf -Lh o Glollcustel' markots, anti he pays tu tho COl'poration Vul. II. 
SOlI. fOI' t ho cn.ttle ma rke t, ; ~wl 5~oz.. fo1' the g-cllol'fl.l Trl<.l.l'keti. ':Plte Corn .l!}xcLtauge is (1· 13,:H9. 
retained uy the Oorporatiun, According to tho ovilloneo of the Mayor. t he re li t 
received is im,mtliciellt, a.llIl tho (Jurpol'ation arc dO\lhtful whether t hey will ronow t he 
lease of tho toll:-J, as thoy cOllsillet' it would be mora l'emunerativo to wurk tho markuts 
themselvcs. . 

H el'eford market .is also l ensed by the Corpora.tion to Mr. Percy, who hol tls it for t hrou V.,1. V [I'., 
years at a. r ental of 1,078/. ; h~s :\,dc1HiollM eXllcUSCS a.mount to 34l.; aecorllillg to tho O. 13 .. HO. 
statement f nl'lIil:lllcu. hy him, whilst tho gross r eceipts are only 1,023l. 

Crewe is auother of Mr. Porcy's markets, awl ho pays to the Corp0l'il.t ion l,02~ll . :\ 
year. on a lOilse for three ye::l1'8. H e bears the cost of clean ing 3.11d lig'hting, h ut 10 
does not give the exp endi.tul'e for these ltem.s. The wages of a collector a.rc ono 
guinea a week, and h a employs extra assistn.ncc Ivhell required. H is gross r cceipb; 
amount to 1,1311., so that in this case a small profi t is shown. 

The markets at Doncaster are held on a yearly tenancy by Mr. Williams at 1,0001. 
a year. He employs three collectors at a. total cost of 70l. a year, all other expenses 
being borne by the Corporation. His gross receipts amount to 1,036l" or a. deficiency 
on the face of his statement of 3'11. a year. 

The Carmarthcu markets are leased to Mr. 1Villia-ms by the Corporution for OIlG yoar 
.t a rental of 1,600l. Ho pay" fo\\r collectors altogether 1471. a year, alld only receivc" 
1,7861. from all sources, showing a net profit of 39/. a ye.r. 

Of markets owned by private individuals that are leaseu there are only f our important 
cases, and to these 'we propose to eonfine 0111' remarks. 

Spitalfields market is own ed by Sir Julian Goldsmid and certain other freeholders Vol. !I., 
under two Charters, one dated 1682, which authorised the holding of a market on (~(;74, &0. 
Thursdays and Saturdays; and the othor datecl 1688, which fixed the dnys ou 'J'nesrlnys, 
Thursda.ys, and Saturdays, thus giviug an addit.ional day. In b llSY times sales take 
I'
f
lace on ot.hnI' days. as well. rl'hese owners lease thei r rights to Mr. R obert Horner Vol. [1., 
or 5,OOOl, a year, and he hac to b ear other e)...-penses a.monnting to 5:500l. a yen.r in Q.684,1520. 

addition. 
1\ ~6HI5. 1, 



Vol. IT., 
q. i22. 
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Mr. \'Y. R. Wintel'botbam states that there are no complnints as to the tolls cbnl'ged 
by Mr. H orner nor of the accollllUodation p~·ovided. ~n fact he has thoroughly 
ol'crnnizec1 the mnl'kct which had previously been 111 n. most (hsol'dcrcd sk'tte, and everyone 
cO~l1ected with the market speaks approvingly of his mn.n:1.gemen~. 

Vol. II.. Mr. 'Y. Gren.ves. who is SolicitoJ' to the Rnwsoll fn.I1111 . .,. saul that the Bradford 
Q. 6306, «c. markets are the property of :Miss Rawson, w.ho obtained ~hem. Hnder the will of her 

fa.ther Mr . B. Rawson. He plll'chasetl them wlth the manol'lfl.l rights from Mr. Marsden 
ilL 1795 for 2,1001. I II the year 1801 the market. tolls only amounted ~ 151, no year, 
and at t.hnt tilDe Mr. Rawson bouO'ht sOlUe lanel and erected a. smtable market 
bllildinO' at a considerable expense. In] 823 he extended the accommmln.tion , ,mel in 
]82-5 the tolls amollnted to 87/. a year. In ]866 Mi s.':! Rn,wRon ]easCfl tlte market 
l' j<Yhts tOl'?ethel' wit·h c.el't·ain valunble lands :l1l11 buihlings for 000 years n.t::\.11 rmnllal 
l'e~ltn l of 5,0007., the tolls realising at that date l,70if. n. yea.r. rl'~i s arrangement 
"a~ MnfirmE'd by the Rawson Estate Act., nnd the Brn.llfol'll COJ:pnmtJOll Act. both of 
which were pn~Re(1 in 1 RIll). rrhe land included in the lease contains 18.'621 square yards, 
the lea.st valun.ble part of which is worth 51. a yard, fl,lIll the CorporatIOn have sold part 
of the land at that rate, others at Sl. and lOl. a Y:1.1'<.I, rmd one plot sold by t,ho COl'pol'Mioll 

Vo1. II ., 
Q. (1330. 

Vol. II., 
Q. 63G;3. 

realiserl 527. a yn.rd. 
At the t ime that this anangf:lment was enterml into the value of the property was 

increasinD'. and in ::Mr. Simpson's opinion the Oorporation made a very good bargain 
in every ~·espp,ct. Instead of being a tax upon the inilnbitantA it is a great adva.ntage 
to them. 

Vol. II., Mr. W. rr. McHowcn. tho Town Clerk of Bradford, stateel thnt pl·jOl' to the yen.l· IS0t;, 
Q. G2;'ii),~. great incollvenicDCt' was en.used by the mn.rkets being helll in the open streets. and the 

want of an enclosed market ~vas much felt. The Corporation determined therefore to 
get the control of the markets into theil' own hnncls, and entered into negocin.tions with 
Miss Rn:wson, (who bad hitherto managed the markets herself,) for n. lease of the market 

Vol. n., 
Q. 6263. 

Vol. II., 
Q.62il. 

Vol. H .t 

Q.6273. 
Vol. IV., Q. 
'1979, 408ft 

Vol. H., 
Q.6290. 

Vol. I V., 
P . 320. 

Vol. VII., 
Q. l3,951. 

Vol. Ill .• 
Q.15,W7. 

rights. The terms were settled, nnd Acts were passed in Pn.l'liament by which the 
Corporation undertook to pay 5,(x)()l. a year for n. term of 9!)9 years for the. markets 
and bl1ilc1iugs. These buildings have been pulled Ilowll, others erected in thel!' placo, 
and. n.dditional lanu was purchased at a total cost for lmilc1ings and 1:1.1111 of neflrly 
200,OOOl. No complaint or grievnnce exists as to the accommodation prllvi(lcll, but 
hewing nlrendy paiu in rent 105,0001. to Miss Rawson. Mr. j\{CGOWOIl saYR, on bolmlf 
of the COl'pol'a,tion, <. WA veuture to snggest tha.t. as in n.nothor j)nl't of tho Uuited 
.. Kingdom. fl. law is recognised that if a rental is unfair it may 1)6 mod ified, so we 
" miaht ba"e the good fortune to prevail upon thi.'! Commisf;ion to help ns out of the 
U difficulty in somA wav." 

He adcls that until" 1887 the markets have Dot been a source of profit to the 
Corporation, for tbe expenses bave exceeded the receipts from 1807 to 1887 by 50,7691.; 
but it must be borne in mind that Mr. McGowen has included in his expenditure the 
interest on money borrowed to me~t the cost of erecting buildings. togethcr with tho 
sinking fund repaid annually on the loans. 

Mr. Chapman who was instructed by us to hold an inquiry at Bradford, reports that 
" the town is anxious to get rid of the obligation to pay 5,OOOl. for the market rights 
" if they could do so ou reasonable terms, but they do not want to pay extravagantly 
.. ror a. property of their own creation." 

The bargain made with Miss Rawson is admitted to have been advantaaeous to the 
Corporation, and to have been entered into deliberately by the Local Authorities. It 
is, t.herefore, a matter for arl~augement between Miss Ra.wson a.nd the Corporation, 
and does Dot can for any interfer ence on our· part. 

The Bristol Cattle Market is another instance o.f the leasing of tolls in private markets. 
This market is vested in certain trustees by a Local Act, one half of whom are elected 
yearly by the Corporation, and the other half by the Feoffees of St. Thomas's Church 
lands. T hese latter are permanent appointments. The tol1s are let by tender, and 
Mr. Percy is the lessee for three years at all annual rental of l ,750l. and in addition 
he has to pay the r ntes, taxes, lighting. and cleaning. Ho also provideH four collectors 
iLncl cleaners at 8 total salary of 1981. a. year, with such extra assistance on market days 
as may be required. His total receipts from the tolls are 1,958/. Thua his receipts and 
expenses ar e nearly balanced. 

M:. Ashton reports on this market th~t tho ownership of the cattle market seems 
uns"~lltnble, :tut t,he trustees did not n.ppear before him to give any evioence on the 
subject, while Mr. Burges, the Town Clerk, gave the merest outline of the facts. Wo 
Me Dot in a. position therefore to make any comments upon this market. 

Vol. ill., Our last instance is at Devonport. owned. by Lord St. Levan. He leases the t-ol1s for 
Q. 8996, &e. a term of three years for 1,475/. a year. Mr. F ercy · the lessee pays rates, .tltxes, 
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lighting, !L1111 cost .or cloanjng, tmd h~ has. to keep tbe stalls in repair, while the lessor V o!' VII., 
does all other rupau·s. 011 0 caUecteH' only 18 enga.ged hy the lessee not fI, cost of about Q.13,951. 
55!. a year, alld hu I.!l.n ploys occaRional assistance when circumstK1.uces l'eqlli!'tl it on 
market <l a..fs. ~.rh e rcco-il'ts,.which <I.1'e mainly dOl'i \'eJ froUl stallages, amount to 1,939l. 
a year, so 1l1. thIs case tUUl'O IS a profit to MI'. Percy of over 4001. n. year. 

Lord St. L~v~1l wns l'Ul-l~'csclltcd a~ the. Local Inquir y by hifoi SOll, Mr. E. St. Aubyn, Vol. IL L, 
and MI'. E. vV I1 h8, t.1ll: Clllef Olork 111 h18 estate ottice. rrhif; latter .rentiemn.n (raVQ Q, !3992-
his opinion i ll favollt' of le.tf.\ing tiH3 tolls Oll the grou nd tha.t thi:,; pl'n.;tice causea;:ltess I;!g!)9. 

trouble, alul thn.t tho lessoc would alwaYd do his best to improve the lTI fl l'ke ts. Ou the vo~. IIL, 
other ha.nd, MI'. St. AUU'y ll stated thn.t in IJorc1 St. J~ovl\n's opinion the mal'ket:.s in a. toWll Q. 00 LO: 
like Dev~lIpoI'~ shnn~ (l ~)~ .ill the hn,nds of the Local Anthority, ancl not u uclt:H' the ~~!io~lo~'~"c, 
control of a I)J'Jvato w dIVHII,la.1; ;1.11(1 that he would have liO objection to dispose of his 
rights on proper compclIsatloll .being given. "Vith th is view the Mayor aml frOWn 

Clerk agreed, and the latter said that the Corporation were in favour of obtainirl.O' 
compulsory powers to acquire the market rights. 0 

At Colchester the corll market is leased to the Oups H otel and 001'11 Exchange ar, 
a rental of 28. 6d, a yoar by the Corporation for so long as " The Oups Hotel Company" 
provide sufficient a.ccommodation. 

rrhe Durha.m geneJ'al markets are held by the Market Compn.l1Y from the Corporation, 
Thoir lease hayjng expired they stiU hold the markets on the formor terms. 

In conclnsion, wo may st.'l,te that the opinions of the owners of tolls, whether LocnJ 
Authorities 01' private porsons, all the qnest,ion of leasing tolls appen.r to he pretty 
evenly divided. It is contendetl on the ono hnnc1 that the system of leasinO' is more 
profitable to tho o~VUOl'; ~n the othel: hand it is urged tha.t in mauy co.scs the t olls haye 
JIlcrea.c;ed niter Wlthdr n.wmg them from tho managemont of the lessees ; and in the 
interests of the public, thoy ought to be retaiuetl in tho hantls of the Local Authority, 

ALJJEGED DEFEO'J'S AND ABUSES OF THE MA.RKET SYSTEM. 

We will now proceed to inquiro what are the alleged c1nfects and a.buses of tho 
present markot systom. 

1. MARKE'l' MONOPOLY. 

A recent case a.dj udicatetl UpOll ill tho courts of law and dealt with by Oommittees 
of both Houses of l)arlillmollt supplies a. forcible illustration of the injurious effects of 
the monopoly which markl~t owners possess. In the case to which we refer it appears 
that an attempt to establish a market in the heart of the M~tl'opolis was de£eo. teJ 
becn.use it was heW to he an invasion of the rights of a private owner; that another 
market already established at a tlio:;~mce of 3~ miles from tho Cha.l'ool'ed market was 
menaced with proceedings, and that the owners of this newly~establjshed market 
compromise<l mn.tters with tho rival private owner, and agreed to pay him tolls on all 
commodities sold in their market. 

In the case referred to the Great Easterll Railway Company as the owners of the 
Stratford and Bishopsgate Markets were represented before us hy Mr . Birt, the general VatU., 
manager of the railway j while the other parties to the litigation, the owners and the p. 143. 
lessee of the Spitalfields Chartered Market seut as their representatives Mr. W H. V0'4~I., 
Winterbot.ham, Mr. Briggs, and Mr, Horner, ~~: ,so, 

The facts appear to be as follows :-
In 1879 the Railway Oompany opeued a depOt for the sale of .roots and vegetables at 

Str4tf(;n'd a4joining an existing railwa.y station. By an Act of pQ.l·liament passed in 
1876 they obtained power to convert the disused passenger station at Bishopsgate into 
a goods station; and as this sta.tion was on a. high level they arranged the under 
structure as a market. This market wa. opened in 1882. Six month. before the day 
of opening the owner and the lessee of SpitaJ..fields market commenced an action to 
restrain the Company from opening the Bishopsgate depOt on the ground that such 
opening would be a disturbance of SpitalJields market, and eventually the Bishopsgate 
market was closed in consequence of that action. The Oompany while the matter was 
sub judice went to Parliament for powers to enable them to hold the market, but these 
Were rt:;fused so far ns r oots, fruit, a.nd vegotables were concerned, The lesseo of 
Spitalfields market having successfully established the monopoly of that market "" 
against the d,;),Ot at Bishopsgate then attacked the Company's market at Stratford, 
3t miles from .uondon. The Company compromised the matter by agreeing to pay to 
the lessee of Spitalfields market a portion of the tolls received at Stratford market. A 
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Bill was promoted which provided, ~·ntvJ' It t/a, for a l'n.tificntion of. the agree.lUcnt. 'l'his 
Bill had been amended in t.he H ouse of Commons by n provIso. that,. If. the Local 
Au thor ity of the district should hereafter be empow~l'ed to ncqmre CXJStll:g m8,rket 
rigl.lts, no compensation should be payable to the R~llway . Ooml~alL.~ fOJ : t.h~ll· market 
rights so acquired Undfll' the nill. ~ut t.ho cbuses of the Bill wluch l'obtod to market.s 
were struck out in the House of LOt·cls. 

2 . l rhs:.\lANAGEMEN1' BY MARKE'l' OWNlm s . 

"\Vith the exception of cornpla.int.'1 as to defect.ive- accommoc1n.tioll: :l.l1d :1"<1 to the 
clL:-n·rrcs m:lde for the use of the market, 01' npr)n goods not bronght lIlto tho Jnn.l'1.; et. 
01' fl~ to the nct-ion of le-ssees, it doe!' llQt nppeal' that :1.!ly very SeriOllf4 abnBos of 
llla.nngenwnt ,1,1"6 alleged to exist. S?U1? d eft3ct~ haying been puhlicly exposed :in the 
Tnqnirie.:; made hy our .AsRistaut OOml1nSSIOners wIll no donbt be l'ell1edwu . 

.1 t. h:1.s been arO'llccl au one band that if all markets were pbced under tho Ll1fLnn.gemcnt 
of (·lected Loc~ Authori ties the public would become the guardians of their Own 
interests, and that abuses would be speedily disposed of. . 

On the other hand it is urged, anel with some show of reason, that the electIOns 
of Loc3.1 Boards do not often turn on such a question as that of the m:ln:1gement of 
markets and that a 10.1'0-0 uumber of tradesmen look upon a ma.rket a.s injllrious to 
their interests. 'fhe latter part of this statement is certainly supported uy some 
evidonce which we bave r eceived, and that which has heen given before our A~si8t.ant 
Commissioners. Mr. Slater, a draper at Market Drayton, complained to us that-

"~Pbe (Treatest hindrance to trade was allowing n. lot of strangers to come in rmel sell 
t he samebgoods that the shopkeepers jn the tOWll are selling." 

"VVe ha,e taxes to pay, and they have nothing to pay .. except for their 
standings. " 

"I can see these siral1O'ers to the town . ... tn-king a gren.t deal mo re mOlley thrm 
If the shopkeepers take. e I do not know whether that is considered ft fail' t hing for a 
" town ; It is not fail' for tradespeople to gather honey in another town." 

Similar views were expressed by witnesses before Olll' Assistrmt Oommissioners. 
:MI'. C. Chapman reports as to Oroydon where" there is no mn.rket for geulJral 

commodities of which the Corporation takes cognizn.uce" as follows :-
"rrhere is an evident reluctance on the part of the anthol'i ties to den.l with the 

" market question from fear of the local t radesmen . . . . It is tltoll!;ht that the 
" establishment of a propel' market would be unpopular with the local tradesmen." 

.At ,"Vindsor n tbe :Mayor stated that the tradesmen are opposed to tho trado carl'ietl 
" on "in the market, and consider it against the trade intere.st of the town to maintain 
H it ;" and .Mr. Chapman adds, "this probably accounts fol' the filct that no rcal effort 
has been made to improve it" 

Of Reigatc. Mr. Chapman also reports :-
;, 'fhe Market Company, which was form ed by farmers ana perSall:'.! interestad]l1 tho 

" markets, is now in the hands of local tradesmen who a.re against the extension of the 
:: markets, and will not establish a general market. unless they are obligod ." 

The jealousy and disfavour with which markets are received by certain classes is 
malle the foundation for proposals to compel Locn.l Authorities to establish market.s 
where none exist, and to subject them t-o the control of some Oontral Authority in 
their management 'Jt markets. 

Mr. Oasson !'ays ;-
:' I w~uld suggest that it should be euacted that in every town of, Hay, 5,000 

" mhabltants a.nd upwards, there should necessarily be a market. . . . The Local 
:: Authori ty should provide this market either by setti~g apart a market place if they 

have ono III the publJc street, or, 1f they have not, 1f they can oonveniently prOVide 
" private lanel they should do that." 

lIE! proposes that some superior authority other than a court of law should hear an 
appeal against" any action which the Local Authority ma.y take in reO'ard to a market 
by making a reglllation coueel'nio~ it;" he instances the power of appeal to the I.Jocal 
Government Boal'd under the PublIc Health Act, and h. instances his meaning thus:-

"If it were alleged that any act done by the Local Authority was contrary to the 
" intention or sp~it 01' words of the Acts of Parliament governing the markets, or if it 
" were alleged that the Local Authority has omitted to do anything which the Acts 
" governlllg the markets dIrected to be done, then appealB Bhould be posBible to BOmB 
" Central Authority.': 
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(Il'.) CmfT'I'.AIN 'r~ nES1' IU!Tl~G 'rlll~ AMOU~'r GR UHARAUl'ER. OF i'IIE A CCOi\1MOIlA:rroN J'ItOVrDJ:m. 

ENGLI.ND AND 'VAJ,ES (exclndillg LoNDON) . 

Tho replies made h'y Loc~l Authorities to our Circular of Inquir ies as to marke ts m 
their possession al'c l lot t he most likely Vhtce ill which to find expressions of 
dissatisfaction with tho l11 fl. llagcment of mnrkets fully recorded. r:rhe abstract, however , 
which is Jlrinted in V ~J. XIII., Parts I. , II., and HI., contains complaints as to 
iusufficient accommodatlOll 1ll severn.l towns; this inBufficiency is in most cases 
recognised. ~nd in SO lliO of tl1eso plnees steps are now being taken to give additional 
accommOd~\tlOn. 

The reports .\-nil o"jdl'ncc l'cceiYucl by our Assist:mt Commissioners of COllrse give 
much fn!1 or iufol'llmtioll U ll thi:-; point as regards markets wh.ich t hpy have visited. A 
few t,ypical jnstn.n ccs of cornpblnt") [Hi to lllBufficiont accommodnt ion, which arB 
substantiated on inquiry, may he referred to . 

Mr. Ashtoll reports of Portsmoilth in the most unfavourable terms :-
.< The evidence shows that the wholesn.le market is not the subject of auy byelaws, Vol, I II .• 

and is carried on in a most ullsatisfll.ctory manner" . . . . " no accommodation is p. 870. 
provided of any 1.."illd ." 

I t appear :; from the eVl(lenco that a ma!'ket for poultry, but,ter, eggs. and far m Vol. III. , 
produce is helL1 in a street about fiO feet wide, and about three-quarters of 8 mi le in Q, l-I,l(il . 

length ; tho stalls being arranged along the edge 0.£ the pavemellt, and the sellers 
standing in the gutter. rrhe stall spnces appea.r to be appropriated by the fi rst comer, 
and those wIlo wish for a place are obliged either to take u p their position before 
roidnigh.t, or to bny a st:\uding of someone who has t.:'1.ken possession. 

r:r he cha.rge for stn.llago is l-}tl., Lmt a man who has to buy a sta.nding of another 
may have to pay 3(l . 01' (jel. fot' it. Several witnesses spoke to the ha.bit of men and 
women ,,lying in the streets all night to seCUI'Q their places ; and l'obberies and free 
fights a.rc described as common OccltlTences. 

Vol. nr., 
Q. 1<.IS I. 
Q, h .t54. 

At Brighton Mr. Ashton states that " the wholesnJe ma.rket for vegetables is held Vol. VITI" 
II in the open atrectoS, and is a source of much uissati~faction. All the streets p, 22. 
U a.round the '~rowJl Hall arc blockeu while the ma.rket is going 0 11." 

And he states that the ':[!OWll Ulcl'k saill in evidenco :.-
"fl'he Corporation a.dmit tbe necessity fo r having a lnrgor and lUOl'e cOJlvenient market Vol. VII f., 

" - a wholesalo "m!\rket·, amI 80 lately as 1884 the Corporation, in a local Act of Q, 15,!HO, 

u Parliamont, obtainetl powor to proYi,le and erect a DeW" market. ':J.lhey have done 
" nothing in it all account of obtl.tbrillg a site, and there a.re no compulsory powers." 

At Bristol considerahle dit;sat1sfaction wa.s expressed by wuolcsnJe fishmongers 
and fruiterers j and at other places similn.l' complaillts were made. 

Mr. C. Chapman. dealing with flo class of mal'kots wh·ich, as has been said befol'e, are 
more genel'ally successful thnn those of MI'. Ashtou's district, reports fewel' cases 
of insufficient acc;ommodn.tioll, and those a.re chiefly instances where the deficiency 
is due to rm increase of: business, a.nd whore the Local Authorities are fully sensible 
of tha.t deficiency and pl'opal'otl to remedy it, 

III the case of Hull them seems to be a difference of opinion as to whether the 
markets should be sc~tter.d or concentrated, but the inadequacy of the present 
markets waa generally admitted. .At .Penrith the market hail 8hoWll some tendency 
to decrease, and the authoritiea hesitated before incurring additionaIlio.bilities. 

LoNDON. 

V'll. JIL, 
Q. 15,200. 
cl leq. 

Carlisle. 
Vol. IV., 
Q . 1052. 
Bedford, 
Vol. IV., 
Q. 2S:H. 
Rending, 
Vol. IV" 
Q.2303. 
Hull, 
Vol. I V" 
p,457. 
P enritb, 
Vol. IV., 
p.420. 

There ar e some complaints 0.5 t o insufficiency of. accommodation in Metropolitan 
markets. The superintendent of Billingsgate Market says :-

" I a.m pestered with a.pplications for more room in the market, and I believe if it Vol. 11" 
Were double the si"e it would let." Q.1909. 

It is asserted that tho total amount of mlU'ket accommodation within the Vol. IT ., 
Metropolitan area is insufficient. Mr. eMSOn contends that tho policy of concentrating Q.2939, 
markets and appropriating them to special objects tends to throw the trade into ~~;, 3974, 
the h.a.nds of middle men and commission agents. He would wish to see a number of . 
Wholesale and ret.~il markels di.tributed throllghout the Metropolis, and he urges that Vol. II., 
the Corporation having a monopoly should be called upon" either to exercise their ~3~08, 
" rights in such a way .s to take account of the great growth of London . . . .. . 
" or to giVA up those right' and let the trade fall into such channels as it would 
II naturally Imve fallen into long ago ." 
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86 l:QYAL CuMbl I SSION ON )lAnXET lHORTS i.NV 'rOLLS : 

:i\rlr. D. Tallerman gave evidence to the same effect. ? e ~ooks up~n the irregular 
a.nd ulll'ecognised markets, where costerIDongers have from tIme lmlllemorla.i congregated, 
a.s very valuable, and he tbinks that their number might well be en1!l'l'gecl. . In~tead of 
seekillO' to concentrate trade in a few great mal'ktJts he wou1cl dIsperse lli m every 
directi~ll. In his view the Central Meat :M al'ket is not a mm'ket at all. "A 
h market is a place where producers and consumers may meet and exchn.Jlge their 
" produce, but into tbi :-:i mnrket producers cannot enter ?-t, nil." , A fanner is bonnd to 
p ut his meat into the hantIs of one of the salesmen, aUtl IS obl1wx l to tako, wh~t they 
choose to give him. 1'he1'6 is no space and no accommod:ltlOu for 111In III the 
market. Mr. Tallel'mau gives fl'om the Loudon Directory the following pal'ticlllars as 
to the teuauts of this mnl'ket, viz., 149 l:io.1eslllen, foul' carcase butchers, and Olle meat 
contI'actOl', He estimates that a.bout one thil'd <lIre boruZ fide cOlmnission salesmen, 
" the balance are what they call bommal'ees, who buy the meat from the salesmen 
" and cut~ it up and supply the retail hutchers, &c." He think.,:; that tho monopoly 
arises from the want of accommodation, n.nd that greater facilities should 00 given 
for the conduct of a retail trade. 

(b.) MARKETS COVERED OR UNCOVERED. MARKETS IN THE OI'EN Am, 

I n the replies to our circulars and at inquiries held locally some desire fo? covered 
m arkets llfiS been expl'essed, as ut NoHingham, Cambridge, P ortsmouth, York ; hut 
opinion seems much divided on the subject, and indeed if it were not so the 
improvemBllt woultl probably be carried out. at least , in the larger and wealthier towns. 

Mr. Ashton reports of several places that a distinct preference was expl'cRSed for 
open markets. He states that at Derby the difficulty has been: solved by having 
ho/.A open and covered markets, but in dealing with Wolverhampton he lays down 
the "principle that a covered market cannot be" made prosperous if r etail trading 
" is allowed to take place in market space outside it." 

At Nottingham, where there is an excellent market carried on in "the great market 
" square which is one of the largest and most beautiful squa!"es in England," h. 
found no desh'o for a. covered market, aud he dra.ws attention to the eviuence of 
the market inspector, who gives reaSOllS for prefen'ing an open market for the sale 
of provisions. 

At some places where covered markets have been provided the seBers prefer to 
r emain outside in their old places. as at Penrith; and one witness, MI.'. Alderman 
Follows, who tendered :evidence to us, made a great grievance of the "closiug of the 
open market at Stafford. He stated that the income of the ma!"ket had in 
consequence declined, that there was much dissatisfaction, and that the consumer 
suffered loss, while the producer received no benefit, 

(c.) M ARKETS AND FAIRS IN STREETS. 

A. large majority of markets are held at least partially in the streets 01' public 
open spaces. . 

In many places objeotions are taken to cattle markets and fau's being held in the 
streets j but, on th~ other. ~and, proposa.ls to move such markets often meet with 
tho most strenuous oppOSItion. The case of Hitchin is typical of many, The 
following passages are quotations from Mr. Ashton's report;-
" ". The ru;imals are sold in a long ~ar~ow street with broad footways on both 

SIdes of It . Such a market seems objectionable and offensive . . . . The cattle 
:: warket ought. not to continue ho be ,held in the 8tt:eeta. I t is evidently an important 

market, and If pr?per accomlI~,odl:!otion were prOVIded the dealers a.re quite prepared 
" t o pay toll On theU" cat1J.e [whlCh are n?w f~ee 1 .anel a higher toll on their sheep. 
" By these means the capl1a1 expended lD purChaSlDg a new market ·ground could 
<I be recouped." . 

.At the inquiry which Mr . .Ashton held the first witness examined plunged at once 
into the subject of the proposed remov;',] of the market :-
If '~I am n: fav?ur of things going on as they are at present at work in the market, 
" beca.~se It brI~gs a. good manr peop,~e into the market on Tuesday whom we as 

t radesmen woUld ·not otherWl.se see. .And another witness said : "If the market 
., were moved on the eastern side of the town towards the sta.tion there is no doubt 
" that it would ruin the trade of the town, because the traders would not come 
" . into the town. They would oome to the sta.tion, transact their bus iness, and 
H then go away." , -
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At Chjppellhat~ ~imilar vi~ws wel'eexpressed, and,-no doubt, they are generally beld. Vol. III., 
In some places It IS cornp]alllod that retail stalls are allowed to be fixed in the streets Q. 13,887. 

iUllllec1io.tely in front of shops, and that great annoyance is caused thereby, and it is Vol. Ill., 
urged th.t these smlls sho uld be confined to the market 1)lace. 9· 216

65
, 617, 

:.-.337, 34, 

(d.) INcoNvENlBNT ApPROWHES. 

Compln.inta as to incollvonlont n.pproaches to the lllal'ket come chiefly from the 
Metropoli tan distr:ic t, where it is alliicnlt to remedy the defect from the grea.t value 
of land. Some attem pts ill that direction have been mn.c1e. 

Mr. Bourne, tbe a.gent for the Duke of B edford, the owner of Covent Garden 
Market, spea.king of the c10:.I.l'3.1)ce of space f01' the improvement of tbat market and 
the approaches theroto, sa.id, ill evicleuce before us-

&c. 

" A sum of 32,300l. has been expended in buying up outstanding iuterests to enable Vo!' II., 
II the clearance to be lllade at the present timo instead of watting for the falling in of Q.2G5G. 

" the le:\~e~ . . . . Roundly speaking, G,OOOl. a yen.r has been given up, so that the 
" income from rent will be 5,OOOl. a yea.r less than it was formerly." 

We have already mentioned the BOl'ongh Market as one where the Trustees 
recognised the inconveuieuce of the existing approaches, and had made sOine efforts 
to overcome t.he difficulty . . 

The clerk of the Fal'ringdon Fruit and Vegetah1e Market repO!'ts complaints n.s to Vol II., 
approaches, which will be remedied by the transfer of the market. 2009. 

At Norwich complaint wa.s made that tbe approaches to the cattle market were Vol. IX., 
very immfficient. 'rhis is admitted by the. Corporation, who allege that they are unable 8002, 8101. 
to obtain a portion of an old churcby:m\ wbich blocks the way. 

(c.) BYELAWS. 

It appcn.rs that in nnmorous caseS wlCl'e local authorities are owners of tho mn.rket 
the.y ha.vo ma(la uo bycln.ws. 

Mr. Chapman roports of ]?l'oston ;-
"There are 110 byelaws or l'ogulatiol1s of any kind. "Everything is arranged Vol. IX., 

" according to custom n.nd expediency. This principle js adopted as being more p. 493. 
" elastic rmd admitting of change accol'cH ng to circumstances." 

Mr. Ashton reports that the Corporation at Portsmouth have made no byelaws Vol. Ill., 
because- p. 370. 

"They are under the impression that as their market c:A."ists by Oharter they 
cannot make byelaws'\to regulate it." 

At Winchestel', Gnildford, IJancasterJ Rotherham, and many other places no byelaws 
have been fliamed. 

Mr. Chapman reports that at Wigan, though byelaws were made in 1877, it is Vol. IX., 
complained that they are not enforced :_ p. 273. 

"The byelaws provide for a distinction being "made between wholesale and 
u retail dealing and between farmers and dealers, but the distinctions are not maintajned 
C( in practice, and the Oorporation has ceased to prosecute for infringement of the 
"rules. . . . . The result is an element of uncertainty and discontent whioh 
" ought to be dispelled by either aholishing the byelaws or enforcing them." 

At Bolton there is much dissatisfaction with the arrangement of the wholesale and 
retail markets. Mr. Chapman visited tbis place twice, and his reports, with the 
evidence received by him, occupy no considerable space in Vol. IX. It a.ppears that Vol. IX., 
• wholesale market and" retail market have been established at a distance of about pp. 234-256. 
a quarter of a mile apart. The wholesale market is appropriated to the sale of hay, 328-352. 
stra.w, potatoes, fruit, and vegeta.bles; but the farmers who bring in these commodities Vol. IX., 
also bring eggs a.nd poultry, and it is inconvenient for them to sell their goods in p. 285. 
two markets which are not contio-uous . 
. Again, the wholesale market is by • byelaw ordered to be closed at 1 o'clock 
m the afternoon of each day, and the vendors in tbat market complain that they are 
thus prevented from selling to the working classes, who do Dot get away from work 
till 2 o'clock on Saturday (the principal market day) . . 

A byelaw prohibits retail dealing in the wholesale market, but in view of the difficulties 
expel.'wnced by farmers as above described, the Authorities ignore the provisions 
of the byelaw in question, and the stall-holders in the retail market complain of this. 

I • L 4. 
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I:O\'A L COM1orIS510N oN ZllAl:lm1' IHOH't':-l AND TULLS: 

aUlI will 
publicly 

The difficulties which we bave briefly stated are simply ndministra.tivo, 
probably be remediee! by tbe Market Authority now that they have been 
investigated. 

mako byelaws 
Mr, Cba.pl1lan 

It is not clear that plivate OWnel'B who have no statu torY'powers cn.n 
for the rpgulation of theIr markets except in theIr manol'Htl COUl'ts , 
says of Leighton Buzzard:-

.. The Lord of the Manor is €;utirely uncontrolled in the management of t.he market, 
.: which 18 regulated only hy the custom of t be manor," 

At Devonport tbe byelaws have been approved by the Court-Jeet of the MaliaI' . 
The Duke of Norfolk the owner of the Sheffield markets, has powor under tho Sheffield 

Markets Acts to make byelaws subject to confirmation by Quarter Sessions, 
In some places fairs are, 01' were uutil recently. opened, by proclamations, made in 

the name of the Sovereign, which promulgated rules lD tho nature of hyeln;ws, 
MJ', Ca.sson produced 'a copy of such a Proolamation, which only a. fe'w y ea.l'S ago Wfl8 
regularly made at Bl'ought,on-in -F~l'D~ss" , ' , 

At Ely the following ProclamatIOn IS made tWIce each year at the opl:\nmg of each 
fair:-

By n n onl\ Grau t to the Bishops of Ely fo r ever Alw)'no by Dil'inc l'el'ln i~siO Il now Lord 
Bishop of' tii\! D ioccile of Ely h)" 'Virtue of th is said Gnmt imrowereth B lll'olel .Arellel' hi~ ]]HiIilT to 
proclnim n }'nir IIr 1\lu!,t fo r bny io," nnd !<.elli n"" all sorlS of Ij~wflll nnd umrchllntuhlc gOOlI:! to lie 
holden a ud kept witl1in Ihis City_of ii,:n the se.v~ l'n l pbces accllst.om,,'f\ 1.0 cOl~t i!JlW rrol!l ti !l! ~JUiJli.'d !in:.: 
of thi~ PI'IJc\lIIllntioll fM tWU Iluring Thl'e(~ clnys :10(1 no Iflnf!pr Anll tor the pl'I'n,ntliul of uli 
disol'c1 er~ durin" the eontinunnce 01' tho l"lIi,' it is !;trai tly churged nml commmldlld ill lito Nnnle 
of our 1\Iust G":.'ncio us So\'ereign Lully tlw QUf'CIl by the O l'neo of' G all of (trcnt Britain nne! Il'dalid 
Queen Defellder of the Fnith &'C, t hnt nil pet'song with in Litis .Fair tlo kN'p IIcl' Majc:;ly's pc ~(\etl un~ uu 
nothincr to the di sturbance thcreof npon pain of fine lind imprisonlIlcnt 

Anf it is comm:IUJed that 0.11 Vngo.bonils hlle and misbehrwing llOOI)lc ehcntcrs COU!]lCI'S I'ogues 
sturdy beggnt's nn\1 shiflel's do depurt out of this Fuil' immcd intcly aftm' t his Proclnnmtioll upon pnin of 
imprisollmcllt uud further corl'Cctiou thnL her ~[nje!!ty's good SUbjl'cts mny be the marc l],uif't nntl the 
\~I1t.'ell 'i'I pence tllc bC'Ul'l' pc rfonn('(l , 

AmI we tlo commnncl nll lnnhohlcrs Yintllf' 1'1I anti Tiple l'!' to utter wholC!40me Victual!! :mcl to kCt,p the 
nssbo:c in th('ir pOlf: w"ighb nntlmensures IIIHI to sulfe r no tlllJuw£ul gnnlt'l'l night J'iOIS 01' hnwucl'y in tlu'it 
bouses a~ thcy ''I''il1 IIns.\Ver the eontrnry at t heir pedIs , ' 

And it is commanderl to un Bnkers nJlfl llrcwer!> t o keep the ASSIze of Dreml nnd Drmk nnd t,bnL nil 
Dut.ch e rs Fi~h mongel'S nnd othel- pcrsons that sell nny k ind of victuals in this Fnir that th oy olll'f no 
WUIlDer of unwholesome or corrupt Yictut\l~ lipan the pains of th e Lnw in thnt CriSP. lIuHlo 01111 
1ll'o\'ided 

Aud it is comm!l.udcd to:111 und overy M erehnllt or l\Ier cllnllts using lUi), mnlltlcr of lIIel'Clianllizo 
within tllil Fail' as ulso to nil Tanners Cor rlwninel's Carriel's DI'1l1lCl'S nnd till tine.! cycry Artificol' 'fhnt 
they nor uny of them shall sell or offer to be sold !Lny defcctive or unluwflll WIII'f'.s or mcrcilamli1.!! by any 
Il~ccilfulllll'lIns. Qt' 011 nny pI'clen r-c lIJlon pain of s.uch for leillU'es us in the ,statultl C:qJI'C!OSliI! 

A mi thnt no pel'soll $hull l'~grnte forC!to.ll 01' illgrO~5 any " ic tU ills wClres or mcrclmulliw \l1l01i 1-1 111 pellully 
ill t ht! Stntu te 

Arid all 1101'H!~ mares gcldings f'olts Ilnd fillies bl'ongitt to t his 1<lIi l' to be ~uJcl shaH 1.>41 ridden or k'll 
openly ill t hl' ptflC\) accustomed and !;hnll bu tollL'tl "ouchet! and II'10kcd uccortlillg' 10 th e S tatute ill tlmt 
behalf mnde nnd pn,l\'irled 

And this F nil' !!hn\l b.,.gill luwfully nftm thi" P l'ocinruntioll l)llbli ~he c l 111"\ ~hnU contiu ue dul'ing tJ Ill 
ti me nccustomed Mel aflel' the snme timo cuelcd t,wery Merchnnt IIhaH s hut up h i~ ilool.h 11.11(1 stull Alltl 
if' lllly Mcrchnut do !wil uny wnres or 1llf'I'Clialldi?e u.t t.his Fail' nfter tho flnfll tl bu cudcrl llO ,'!Jl(lll Codoi ' 
thc douhle ynluc of t,llClll II'hich hc fl hll ll hn\'c so sold 01' \'euded according to the Stntuto itl that elise 
provided 

am\ t h n.t nil mUUII!!r of person or persoos witbill the Foil' do mnke !~l1y 8hO\'1 or sale of lilly kiml. 
of IVI\I' CS UPOIi the Lord.::! D a.r upon pain aud peuMtyof thc Stutute iu that, case pl'Ovidcd 

A 0<1 it ill fUl't,her commacded thnt the snle of the Bullocks for th il;l l<~uir shnll be holden and kept iu 
n plnce f'Alled Pnrne.Jl Pitts beyoud St, Jobns llospit.'ll in Elyl.tC&I' un to the Queen'!! H icrlnvny lenUiu .... 
towurds 'Wilddonl nnd IlJUt no penton or persons shall buy commune or concludu to buy ~ny mnlllll!l' of 
o:.l:cn slecTS fUUIS 01' k ine Jleifers or cal\'es brought to this Fnir but ouly iu opcn Fuir n.nu !!huU sell tha 
swnc nlh'o ti t a I' ill this preseut Fnir duril:g the ter!n (If the Foi\' upou pnin of forfeituro of thc 
flouble "o.l.ue of 8uch c:tttle soH or vendcu contrllry to tlle cust.om nnd Grnr,t, or this Fnir :.Icoonling to ll!a 
~tatuto iu th nt bobulf ITInrle and p rovided ' 

And tho.t no person 01' persons sball sl;!lI 01' expose to Slllll nny 81111, fish ",tack ft~h I.illg nbenlel'o lob 
fl~h or any otllcr kiDl1 a t' salt fbh at or wilhi u tIlis Fair t111 t s nch pel'sons ns mny laWfully Jo 11le 
~tuIle nud tllll~ no per~()n 01' persons whntsoever shnll buy nny l!ul t fish IItnck fish lin;.; aberdeen 1011 lI~ h 
or u.u~' other ldod uf ~nlt fish witbin this Fair to :;cl\ the !:lme ngnin at thi;; Flti!' e:o,::cept it uo fa!' the 
necessnl'y viclualling of tbis Fair to be attained nod spent within this FlLir upon such pni us n.nd peoAlties 
IlS by t ho L:lWB unu. S tatutes of this Henhn in that case made nud providcd 

And if any person 01' persons bnve any cause at' n~tion 01- nction.::! complnint or infonnntiol1 for 110Y 
mntter deter minable in the Court of tbis 6I\.id Fair which shall be kept let him 01' them re~rt to the 
Ste\vnrd of the (a.id Fnir for their proccss rel.ul'nnble to the Court of th{\ so.id b'ail' wh ich from hOllt' to 
uonr 81lllll La kept and a t tllC sn ite of the PlaintiiU in tLe place [ICCllstomell 1.0 the iuteat that justice 
wny he rninistel'Crl ,vitbont uelay according to tho suH Grant uud l.ibl!lt y of t his Fuil' 

Ami t,hn t no person or pel'Sons w],lI.tsoover si.JaU sell nny m:,mnel' of goodll wure!! 01' morchnlHli~c in 
tiny lIlaO S yard 01' bouse before such tilDe as it be 8e~n nnu nllowec111y t lill Bniliff or ~caT ('.her8 {Jf tho It'dir 
and t·h llt no person or persons shall sell or valid any nlo,nn01' of GOOclll wal'OS or merchnndize dtat is 
to be weighed or mensured before their weights And measures bIl Eleen nnd allowed by tile BAiliff of this 
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Fnir nnd thnt no pel'son or persons tiD sell nny Hopps weigh [rOUl the eommou !cnles tLbove the q llul'tity 
of one half llUn clrcd weight tit one drnught. 

Ant! tllllt no pCI'i'on or person slmll Iflud ~ny hops flllx or other warcs or mcrclmnilize in IIny mailS 
yllrd hll~ only 011 tIm place nCCIIsl.e>mo(1 ( t.JlIlt IS to SI\y) herom 01' ncnr the BoiJiff':i Hootll lit tho wnler 
I;ido to tho r.nd t1U\t nil .such "'{are. .. mlly the better be !lOOn nnd nllowcd and the dill's theI'Cupon l.'OlIccte<l 
Ilcool'llillg I.e> JA~\v and virtue of ~hc slIil! Uuynl Grant .. 

God savo the Queen The llishop of )~Iy Il.m\ tho Utliliff of the F uir. 

It is perhaps supel'fluou s to state that this Pl'och'tD1a.tioll is a. mel'e bl'Ii-t'lt1)L fnlmcn. 
'rho injullcdons as to vagabonds, disorderly houses, weights and measUl:es, are 
enforced, if at nJI, by the county police; those as to defective and unlawful wnres are 
certainly not taken cognir.auce of by the bailiff; the statute as to forestalling has 
been repealed j as a matter of fact the cattle fairs are not held at the place indicated, 
but in the streets of the town; no court of the fn.ir is kept, th~ stewa.rd and the searchers 
of t.he fair are not nppou1tod, and the bailiff's booth at the wa.ter side does not exist. 

LONDON. 

'rhe administration of Borne of the markets of the J\ietropolis has been o!oDlplaincd 
of by witnesses who appea.red before 11S. The principal complaints, apa.r t from those 
as to charges, we shall proceed to notice. And first ns regards markets under the 
control of the Corporati on of the City of London, Mr, A. W . Casson makes it a matter 
of complaint that the tenants in the Cent.rul Meat Market h ave no vested interest in 
their b.nsiness ; that they are not nll,owed to sell or st.Ib le~ their shops or to transfer the 
goodWIll. He says that the regulatIOu as to sublettmg HI evaded by tenants tah.;uO' in 
partners wbo pay a considerahle premium to be introduced, and actually ncqui;e a 
tra,nsfer of the business. 

With regard to Covent Garden Market, Mr. Poupart, president of the Market Vol. II., 
Ha.rdeners, Nurserymen, and Farmers' Association, which has for its objects the 111.5. 

protection of the interests of the trade in general, and profes~es to represent the 
growers of pl'oduce attending the market, preferred complaints relating to the A,.llotment 
of stands, contending that under the Act of Geo. IV, the growers have a claim to tho 
exclusive right of certain defined portioDs of the mRrket. Mr. Bourne, on beha.lf of Vol. II., 
the ownel'R. on the contrary, IDoinroins that the powers of the Act fl.S to allotment Q . 4265. 

are enabling anll permissive :1nll )lot obligatory. fllh" difference turns entirely upon Vol. II., 
the iu terpret.n.tioll of tho Act. Q,4266. 

With regard to c~rtain complaints as to c1nrgc8 in Covent Go.l'den, Mr. Bourne 
explained that Borne of the measures of capacity namel! on the old schedule of tolls are 
no longer in use, and that, as fur as possible, an equivalent rate is adopted. 

With regard to the Stl'atford Market, Mr. ~Maurice Russell, a. salesman cal'rying ell Vo!' II., 
business there, points out that the market is managed in the :interests of the Railway Q.8291. 
Comp.ny, who have always encouraged the feeding of the market by goods brought 
a long distanco over their own line. Admitting that this is a natural policy in thei r 
ca.se, he urges that, therefore, Railway Companies should not be allowed to hold 
markets, H e complains that the accommodation for local growers is such that t,hey 
will not use the market. As a proof that the Railway Company do push their own 
business, Mr. Russell banded in the following extract from a. letter addressed hy tho 
goods manager to each of the salesmen in the market :-

"That whilst the directol~ will place no limit upon the quantity of produce brought 
in by road, they will expect that at least one half of the whole quantity going through Vol. II', 
the warehouses shall be rail-borne." p.150. 

Mr. Birt, on behalf of the Railway Company, stntes that if they had been allowed to 
carry out their plans there would have been abundant room for the local growers. He 
admits that the first object of the Company is to obt.~in a market for rail-borne 
produce, but he adda that local produce is necessary for them to make a succeFls!ul 
ma.rket, and that the Company was desirous of providing abundant accommodation 
for local growers if the Parliamentary Committee would have s.uctioned the Bill 
promoted by them. 

IRELAND • 

.A natural consequence of the confusion as to ownership, the resistanoe to tolls 
and other elements of disorganisation of the market system in Ireland, is that ther. 
is a general a.bsence of proper controlling authority empowered to make and enfolol 
byelaws and regulations. 
. The complaints recorded by our Assistant Commissioners chi.efly rela.te to defi.cienc~ 
m accommodation, excessive 01' irregular charges, and exactions by tfl\ders m thl 
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shnpo of alleged customal'Y deductions from t~e market price of commodities; hut the 
general otiect of the whole evidence shows a dIsorderly and confused sytitcm. 

SCOTLAND. 

'rhe information received as to the markets in Scotland is of so limited a description, 
find raise:; questions of so little interest, thnt we do uot propm:o to cleal with this 
POl't-i Oll of the UDited Kingdom in this section of our Report. 

COMl'LAI NTS MADE AS REGARDS MARKRT CHARGER. 

'£hu represen tations macle to us, 0 1' .our Assistant COll1m~tisionol's, ali to tolls nnd 
oiher charges may be conveniently claBstfled uncleI' the followlllg heads:-

1. U nauthOl'ised 01' illegal charges. 
2. Alleged excessive rates of charge. 
3. Accumnln.ted 0 1' repeated charges on the su.mo commodity. 
4. Al·bitra.l'Y or uncerta.in charges. 
5. Unequal or differential charges. 
6. Tolls in kind. 
7. Otber complaints. 

I It will be sufficient to give a few examples of each of tho above classes of 
complaints. 

1. U,ut"thori"d 07' l iley"Z 0I/O,,'Uc.,. 

The cattle market a.t Ashford is beld by a trading company incorporated in 01' about 
1856, when tbe said company purchased of tbc Lord of tbe Manor of Ashford land 
neal' the railway sta.tion as the site of a new cattle market, and also the market rightB 
(if any) in the possession of the vendor. It appears that a market hatl been grantect 
by Charter in 27 H en. 0 (1243 A.D.), and t hat a. second grltllt was made in 
22 Chas. 2, but there cloes Dot appear to be any evidence connecting the titles of the 
vendor with these ·grants. In 1784 a monthly stock market was openeu. at Ashf01'd, 
and at the time of the before-mentioned purcbase this market was held ill the street 
of the town, and a charge of 2d. a head for beast and 9d. rio score for sheep wns tn.ken. 
as stallage or rent. I t is st.ated that np to 1854 no chn.rge had been maue. On the 
other hand evidence was given that at the perioel immediately preceding the pUI'chase 
the Lord of the Manor took rents for certain portions of the streets, and that the 
owners of other properties received rents for t.heir frontages. '1'b6 murknt was removed 
to an open space near the railway station, and tolls were imposed. 'rhe ra.te of tolls 
whicb was cbarged up to 1856 appears to bave been 3d." hoad for cattle and h. 6d. 
a score for sheep, while for auction sales I s. a head for cn.ttle and 2s. 61l. fI .. scoro 
for sheep were the charges. In 1886 these tolls were reviseu, the diffel'Ontial tolls were 
abolished, and a uniform toll of 6(l . a head for cattle and Is. 81l. n score for sheop 
was demanded. In 1888 the tolls au auction sales was a.gain illc:re,lsed to Is. H(.t. a 
head for cattle and 28. 6d. a score for sheep. Mr. Ashton held an inquiry at Ashford 
in July 1888, and again ill April 1889. Between thes!;' two datos the tolls on a.uction 
sales were again altered to Is. a bead on cattle and 2s. Btl. H. score Oil sheep. Some 
auctioneers refused to pay those tolls, and proceedings being t-akcn, the case was 
dismissed by a County Oourt Judge on the ground of his baving no jurisdiction. 
On behalf of the Company it is contended that these charges are · not t olls- that no 
market rights in the strict sense of the word exist; but that the ,Company simply 
chaJ.'ge for accommodation given OD their premises. 

Mr. Ashton reports, after hearing evidence, tha.t:- . 
"It is doobtful whether the constitution of tbe Company gives the Directors power 

.. to fix or vary tolls. U 

He reports that at Barnstaple toll is taken every day; the legality of this depends 
upon the construction of the provisions of a. local Act. 

He also reports that at Penzance and Helston tolls are taken for allowing vehicles, 
omnibuses, carts, &0. to be left standing in the streets on a market day . 

H e ~lsQ states that at Yeovil H toll is taken in the streets every day from persons 
H comlDg from outside with articles of food in waggons or carts. Bakers, butchers, 
" vegetable hawkers, and milkmen an pay this toll." . . 

Not mfr~quently toll,s taken on other days than those authorised by statute, charter, 
or rat1iicamon of byelaws under the Public Health Act. 
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The case of Spital.fields has been already mentioned:-
"The market is held every day of tbe week, altbon O"h a decision of tbe Oourt of 

II Appeal laid it ~own .that tb~ market could only be lawf~lly held on the two Q:\ys au 
" the week mentlOneJ lU t,he Oharter. [The Attorney-General v. Horner, Q.B. Div. 245. 
" 14 Nov. 1884.]" 

But Mr. Briggs, on behalf of the owners of the market, contends that the decision 
in question relrLted to tho houutls within which market r ights existetl, and he says that 
the Court of Appeal held that they could not presume n prescriptive r ight or a. right 
by a lost chal"te~· for ~ ,he Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, and he 
quotes an eXpl'eSSlOn of Lord JUf:ltice Lindley, who said-

Vol. n., 
Q. ·IOOi, 
1573. 

"But" of COUl'se, thnt win not intedcl·o with the owner of this open space where the Vol. II. 
" market is from selling all other daY8. He has a right to sell, but he will not. have his Q. 1405. 
" monopoly." 

At Bridgwater tha lUmket js authorised by Act of Parliament fol' three days in Vol. III, 
the week, but toUR are taken evel·y (IlLY. Mnny other examples at a similar proceeding Q.265. 
may be found ju the Reports of our Assistant Oommissioners, as in the cases of VoL Ill. 
Waltham and Windsor. In fact it may be said of many markets as it is said of p.293. ' 
Leecls- Vol. IX., 

T II k 
'pp. 2, 19. 

" 0 s are ta en 011 any day that the spaces are occupted, and are not confined to 
h · k d " Vol. IV., " t c strwt mar et ays. p. 435. 

We have already mentioned a charge which is levied ill the Borough market for Vol. II., 
porterage and exacted whether the licensed porters are employed or not. The Act of Q. 3432, 
Parliament gives no authOl'ity to the trustees to impose this charge. 3511. 

With regard to Ireland it may be said that in many cases the market charges 
are wholly unauthorised. It would be somewhat hazardous in the face of the 
enormous number of grants of markets to say with regard to any town of importance 
that a market had not been sanctioned for every day in the week except Sunday. 
It would be equally dangorous to assume that the rights so formed are the title of 
the present holders. As already stated, in many cases tolls have been abandoned, 
.but in lieu of them CI'al1age 01' weighing fees have becn charged. 

Of the 81 mllorkets visited by Mr. O'Meara no less than 26 are held on days other 
than those which appea.r to have been authorised by the grant, and this occurH 

· frequently by a.ddition to the number of market days and not by substitution of a more 
convenient day for tho one originally fixed. Thus at Tralee and \Vaterford, grants Vol. vr., 
having been originally ma.ue for mm·kats all Tllescla.ya and ~aturdays only. additional p.30. 
m~rkets ~re llOW held on Monda.y, Wednesday, 'llhursday, and Friday, and this is not 

· an exceptlonal caso. 
In some places toll is taken on other than market days as at Roscal'berry, where, Vol. VI., 

nevertheless, "tho market day being Wednesday, if marketable commodities are p.202. 
H brought into the town on any other day of the week, as is done with potatoes and 
" fish, the like charges would be exacted as on the market days properly so called; 
" and at Olifclen the charges are levied on the marketable commodities according Vol. vr., 
.. as they are brought in every day, although the market is specially fixed for p.338. 
H Saturday." 

In other places tolls are taken on articles sold by private contract and delivered 
to a dealer at his stores. Thua at Kinsale a complaint was made against the lessee Vol. X., 
for. charging on the daily delivery of fdwls to. the buyers •.. the saJes in such cases pp. 173, 181, 
haVlI1g beeu effected by outside contract . 
. Under the guise of pOl'terage a weighing fee is BometiD;l;es said to be exacted even Vol. yrr .. . 
tn caae~ where articles have been by statute expressly oxempted from that charge. p. 191. 

Thus Mr. Black reports as to Drogheda :-.. . 
"There are some irregularities in connexion ·with the ' markere. Under the Act 

0' 25 Geo. 2. c. 15. public weighing machines were to be pro~ded, and charges 
" were a.uthorised for the use thereof, but it was expressly provIded that potatoes 
:: should 1)f} weighed free of cl;targe. Nominally .pota.toes are weigh~d free, but t~o 

persons have been appointed by .the Oorporation as por~rs) who olalm the ex.~lus.lve 
.. right of carrying the potatoes brought to be weighed to and from the welghing 
" machine, for which they charge what is called porterage; but" as' no person IS 
" permitted to have his potatoes weighed at the machine without employing one 

• U of the p~l'tel's it ma.y be conside~ed an unauthorised exaotion." 
M 2 
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2. Alleucd tl,a;cs:;·ilic U]/{wvc:;. 

COlllplaiuts nuder this head am not uUlUero~s, and, some of tho so which have 
been made uTe scarcely liupported by compal'lson with other markets whAre 110 

complaints have bRen heard. , . 
We have 311'e~dy spoken of S0111e b11Lo1l81's s~ops at Hl~c1dersfieltl~ WhlCh,. though 

exceedingly small, appeal' to be Jet at n. lUuch higher l'ent 111 prOpOl'tlOll to size than 
the shops in thA Central :Meat Ma.rket in J.Juudon. 

At MI'. Ashton's inquiry at Walsall a witness stat.ed.that mfLUY of the stu,ll-kc?fJers 
decla.red that they were chargcd by the Jessee at a higher ra.te than ;hat publIshed 
on the toll bom'd, and if they complained they were ~'efused {\ stall. No sta.ll-kee~rs 
appeared to support this complaint, and the lessee demed that he charged a~ly exceSSlve 
toll, but he admitted that he charged all be could get, and that he sometImes got 2 •. 
wbere the scale woull1 sa.nctioll only I s. G(l. 

At Bam sley butchers' staUs in the open market are charg6d for at the rate of 2d. 
to 'hl. per foot super. pel' J.k-:?n . If occupied only once a. week (and there are two 
market da.ys) the lower sca.le of rent is in excess of that ill the Central Meat Market, 
London. 

At Darlington,(a) Luton,(b) HUIl,(c) and Norwicb(d) the tolls in the cattlo market 
were complained of as excessive. rrllO charges were respectlVely-

p. 97. --- - - - - - - -- I 
(c) Vol. IV., 
p.459. 
(<I) Vol. IX., 
p.38. 

Vol. H., 
Q.598. 

Vol. n" 
Q.13H. 

Vol. n., 
Q. 174fl. 

Vol. H ., 
Q. 1157 
el seq. 
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Cnttltl, per htlnti - I 3J.-4d. 3d. Id.-4d. -Jr!. 

Shc{'p, per SC:Ol"e - .\ 2Od.-3Od. 12d. 16tf.-24tl. 12d. 
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At Hull it was stated to Mr. Chapman tbat through inadvertence store cattle which 
should be chargee1 for at tbe lower rate of l d. a head bad been churged at thc rate 
of 4d. when sold by an auctioneer. 

In some places visited by our Assistant Commissioners the rent of shops or stalls 
was spoken of as high, but as a rule this was explained by the existence of considerablo 
competition for them. 

Mr. Drummond, Secretary to the Foreign Cattle Traders' Association, who gave 
evidenco before us, complained that tho charges at the Deptford Oattle MS1'kot were 
excessive. The charges are for cattle 58. a head, calves 2s., sheep' 9d., Bwine Is. He 
stated that tbese charges did not include the cost of landing, and that tbey were in 
excess of those of allY other port in the kingdom. At Liverpool cattle are charged 
4,9. 6d., including the use of a slaughter·house, for whioh latter item the Corporation 
charge 28. at Deptford. At Hull tbe charge for sheep, including Blnughler-house, is 
61d., while at Deptford 4d. extra is cbarged for tbat accommodation. 

Mr. Philcox, the superintendent of tbe market, states tbat the charges nl Deptford 
are not fairly comparable witb those al Liverpool and Hull, as they nol only include 
lairage unde.r cover for a period Dot exceeding 10 days, but also the entire responsibllity 
for the fl.afe delivery of the animals. 

Mr. George Packer, the Secretary to the London Fish 'l'rac1ers' Association, ,,"bieh 
consists of some 70 or RO members, among whom are the principal salesmen, merchants, 
and retail fishmongers of the Billingsgate and Leadenball Markets, tendered to 11B 
evidence as to that market. He represented tha.t <I the trade was enormously taxed in 
" proportion to the value of tbe goods dealt in ." The rentals and tolls of the market 

· were fixed by the Court of Common Council and sanctionea. by the Board of Trade 
undol' the provisions of tbe Billingsgate Market Act, 1871. He stated that tbe trode 
was not consultfld as. to the rates before firing them, U but upon the amount of the 
" rontalB and tolls bemg made koown to tbe tenants of the market . . . a petition 
" protesting against the sa.me was immediately sent to the Board of" Trade. This 
U becoming known to the Markets Committee the Chairma.n put himself in communica.. 
.• tion with the trade, and promiEed tha.t if the petition was withdrawn, and the new 
" ma.rket should prove a financial success, a reduction in the proposed rentals and 
" tolls should be immediately made. Upon tbe faith of tbat statement tbe petition 

· If to the Board of Trade was Withdrawn," but no reduction has been . made hitherto. . 
· The tolls were stated by Mr. Packer to be about Is. pel' ton on land-borne figh and 
5d. per ton on sea-borne fisb in large quantitie, and l d. per cwt. on small quantities. 
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rrhe aVC::l'il.ge l'enbl .w~s ~n.id to b~ about Std. pel' supel'ficial foot pHl' week ill .BjllillgS~ VoL 11 .. 
g,l.te , allc13d.. to 4d. In. Leatlellhn.ll A'~a.l'ket . It appeal'ed that prior to the re-arraugement Q. Ji6:J. 

of the ma,l'ket tIle l'mlw<'l.y compallI e.o; paid a portion of the toll, and it was stated that 
t hey would be :willi.llg to p:),~' l s. pel' van out of the 2s. 6d. now cha.rged if they could 
be gtlaranteed agmnst t b e'. ll1tOlforcnce of the police, and if they were allowed a 
dem urrage l'ate frol11 t.lJ(,! :::;,\lo:::;1II:1.n of :3d. an hour. Mr. Packel' a.dmitted that all the 
stalls w~rc let <11111 tkl.t thore was cOllsiueralJle competition for them . 

He contended tha,t as the Corporation made a. profit of 5,OOOl. or 6,OOOl. a year , 
that profit should be applied to rcdncillg the deb t illClll'1'ea in respect of this particular 
market, iu.')teacl of heing a.pplied to make up the deficiency arising out of other 
mal'k et~. 

'rhe st}l"temell t of receipts and cxpeuditme ou account of markets belonging to the Vol. H" 
Corporation put in by MI'. Belljamin Scott , t ho Ci ty Chamberlain, shows for the p.38. 
Billingsgate J\:Lu 'ket an al·el'n.g(\ expenditure for thl'ee Yf'!ars 1884-1886 of 20,2221. u.nd 
an average r eceipt of 27 .. nal.., len.villg ~'I.ll llVOl',1.ge surplus of 7,2511., which however 
includes t he annual vn.lne of properLy taken into tbo lll a.rket all the occasion of its 
l'ecent extension, the val ue of which ill estim(,t.tcd by the Corpomtioll at 5,850l. a year, Vol. Ir., 
The totn.l cost of the mm'ket exclusive of the value of tbe site and other corporate p.38. 
proper t.y tn.ken is stated to have heen 302,OOOl. A net profit of 1,400l. cannot be said 
to Hhow that fi llanci!'.l success which ~~p pea1'f) to have been the condition. on which the 
promise of a revision of rates was made. 

Mr. C. E. Ie P oer Trench, the clerk and superintendent of the Billingsga.te market, 
stated in evidence that the rents of f;hops varies from 6d. to ed. per superficial foot ; 
those rents inclnde ga.s and water. He said objections to the rentals a.nd tolls had 
been made, but he had paid little attention to them, and he gave as his reason that "if 
.. a stand becomes vacant t.here a.re 60 01' 70 applications f01' it immediately." He Vol. II. , 
also said, 'c I know t.hat thf~l'e is subletting tin the market, and that these salesmen Q. 1909-10. 

" sometime!:; sublet par t of their ~tands , rr bat is allowed by the Corporation to a 
" certain extent, but I have good reason to believe, although I cannot prove, that 
., what they charge for subletting is iu exce!:iS of the rent that they pay themselves." 

Mr, Trench estimated the ratio of the toll to the value of tlle fish as not more than Vol. II., 
one hundred and eigh t.v-niuth part on the very lowest qnality and nOli more than one Q. 18110. 
two~thousandth part of tha vruue in the case of salmon. 

With regar d to the charges in Billingsgate Market" the costermongers complain VoL H., 
that they aro charged 4d. for the port.erago of every package of fish removed fl'Om Q. 3917. 

the market to thcil' barrow~. 
A packa.ge weighs fr01l1 1 to Ii cwt. Tho por tel'age amounts to 18. on R barrel 

of herrings worth 10.'1, or 12s., tlw costermonger's profit being perhaps 28. 6d. or 38. Q. 385~. 
In Irelan d mnny complain ts were received by our Assishmt Commissioners as to 

excessive chal'ges on articles of small value and of weighing f ees 01' porterage fees 
chal'g(~d whether tho article is weighed 01' not , Some of these complaints are made 
a.gainst petty exactioJls, which a,1'a not, however, undesorving of notice. 

At Londonderry complaints were made as to certain tons being excessive, and as Vol. VII., 
to others being unauthorised, I t appears that 8d. is charged on each load of h ay, p, H!9. 
alt.hough t.he authorised toll ullder the Act of 1848 is only 6d. Also that one penny 
is charged upon each cart of turf, and an additional penny 011 the empty cart when 
brought back to the market, whilst under tho schedule in thA Act only a peuny per car t 
of turf is mentioned. 'rho addi tional charge, although not authorised by the Act. 
would seem to be exacted for the accommoda.tion given to the parties in the market 
for the fe eding of their horses. a use for which it cannot be said the market wa.s 
intended. 

At Charleville an i:uI valo1'em toU is levied on corll to tho amount of 6d, in the £, but Vol. X., 
this is said to be only half the charge to which the owners are enti tled, and it p. l4<. 
lDcludes Cl'anage. If the comIllodity is weighed on days other than market da.ys one 
!,e~ny per bag is charged, and an additional penny for a ticket denoting the weight if 
I t IS required. 

At Rose.rber! in the course of the Inquiry the manager for the lessees admitted Vol. X., 
that a case occurred where one halfpenny standing toll WIlS demanded and received 25,918. 
from a hawker of fish, although the quantity exposed for ,ale on the public thorough-
fars Wl\8 only to the market value of twopence, and that,if p~yment of the toll was 
refused, the collector would seize upon the fish and retam It 'lntll bis demand had been 
fully satisfied. Vol. VII., 

. p. 253. 
At Wexford the toll on eggs is l d. per dozen. 

M3 



Vol. IV., 
p. 40, anll 
Q.847 . 

Vol. IV., 
Q.948. 

Vol. III ., 
p.303, Dnd 
Q. 11 ,919. 

Vol. Ill., 
p. 25, find 
Q. 261. 
Vol. III., 
p. 197. 
Vol. IX., 
p. 87. 

Vol. II., 
Q.2479. 

Vol.ll., 
Q. 4356. 

Vol. n ., 
Q. 1772. 
Q. 18"9. 

Vol. X 'I 
p. 121. 

Vol. x., 
p.364. 

Veti. 'fIt, 
p. 193. 

94 nOYAL COMMISSlON ON :'IIARKET RJGHTR AND TOLLS . 

And at Tuaw "one pOOl' ma.n complained bitterly that he was cluU'ged 3d. for 
U exposing a small table and chair on the market square. By way of expla.na.tion 
" it waR stated that these articles were' timber,' and that as the item in the schedllla 
" of toils, ; a load of timber 3d. ,' did not specificul1y state the ll:1.tuJ'C of. the loall, 
" it included the qual1tity a man could carryon his shoulder ." 

3. Accnmulated ur ·repeated Oha1'ges 'llUUW on the Ii(t'/IW O()'ll/.1lwdil'!I. 

W e have received information as to n few places wh~re marc th::m onc kind of 
cbarue is imposed on the same article. 

Thus at Carlisle it was shown that butter purchased in the mm'ket by no trader 
whose shop was 1n the suburbs paid foul' tolls, 1st, the ill~gate to.Il, 2nd, troo market 
toll, 31'd, a. packing toll , 4th, the out-gate toll. T~e packlllg toll ~s doma.nded of the 
buyer on the ground that he has market accommodatIon for re-packlllg what he buys. 

It was also stated that the Corporation had the power under their Act of 1873 of 
taking 011 ca.ttle, first the shire toll, then the ~hrou~h t oll , aud then a:l out-gate toll, 
and all this without any accommodation bemg gIven. I t was adml~ted that these 
powers were not now exercised, but a fear was expressed that hl\Vlllg the power 
the Corporation might exercise it. . . 

MI'. Ashton reports of Dorchester that "many thmgs pay toll several times. 
I' Payment for a stall docs not exempt the stall-holders from the lU\ \v~ing tol1. An 
" instance was named at the inquiry where five separate tolls, amounting to 28. 2d., 
" were paid on one load of fish." 

At Briduewater a witness complained to Mr. Ashton that toll wa-s taken of 
vegetables brought into the market ill a cart, and then charged again on tho goods 
when exposed on the stall . 

At Plymouth toll is charged by th~ Jessee on goods delivered to stall-holelers. 
.At Beverley cattle are cba~gcd both on entering lI:ucl . on leaving the mal'ket. ~s 

the total amount charged I S only l~d. no head, It IS DOt the amonnt that 1S 

complained of. . 
Mr. Butler cOll1plained that at Covent Garden Market a double toll was imposed 

on goods bought and re·sold in the market. 
]\1r. Bourne explained tbat toll being by the Act payable by the vOlldol', goods 

passing through the hands of more than one vendor may pay more tha.n ono toll; bllt 
he states that tboul;(b tbe Act gives the right, as a matter of practice that right 
is exercised in very tew inst.ances. 

Mr. Packer stated that !1 double toll was levied in Billings!;,te on fish taken out 
to ·be cured and brought in again. Tbe statement was distmctly contradictetl by 
Air. Trench, the clel'k and superintendent of the market. 

The following instances Bre taken from the reports of our Assistant Commissioners 
in Ireland :-

HAt Cappawhite if small pigs are brought to the fair in a car t a standing charge of 
" lOd. is levied, whether the pigs are subsequently sold or not, but if they are subse
" quently sold they ha.ve to bear an additional charge o:f 3d. each . I n the fil'!:It instance 
" the seHer has to pay the charge. and in the latter case the person in possession of 
.. the animal." 

And, again, " at Rathke.le the practice also exist. of levying a standing charge of 
.. I s. off each cartload of 'bonhams' (small pigs) bronght in on fair days, a.nd if the 
.. pIgs are subsequently sold an additional charge of 3d. each is levied when they are 
" leaving the fair." 

The chief grievance is, however the cranage or weighing f ee. Mr. Black says in 
his report on this subject:-

~'As to the towns in which the market rights are vested in private owners who 
:' have appointed weighmasters, it may bo stated generally that the conduct and 
., management of the markets and fairs are not so satisfactory in any respect as where 
.. they are couducted and managed by a local authority or personally on bebalf of the 
:: 0w:ner. The ,:elghmaster usually holds his appointment for life, but the appointment 
, ~emg determ~Dable a~ the will of the owner, the weighmaster, as a rule, expends as 

. lIttle as posslble au unprovement of the market, and tries to make as much out of 
:: his situ~~ion as he can. No complaint was made of any weighmaster exacting undue 

If ::.r~~¥~~ra.· ~~ates tha~ 8~ Ma~room cc in addition to the to~ on corn and potatoes 
an. additional Impost of 6d. per load, a.nd frequently ld. per sack, is made by the 

.. weIghmaster for porterage. This individual wa. frankness itself, and slated that he 
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" wouhl no~ fncilit.\te any far1llCl ' ill weighing his C01'11 01' potatoes if he did not 
" employ hIm to engage porters, although ho might have pl'ovided himself with 
H sufficiont manual assistance." 

4. A.~·bU~·ar'Y 01' nnce"t{(,in Oh41·qes. 

In m~r~e~'l osta.blis~led ll ll de~ ,the. Public Henlth Act, Local Authorities nro required 
to exhl1)lt 1H a promment posltIOn III the market place a list of the tolls. 

Mr. Casson n.1]oges f;hn.t. this obligation is frequently eva.ded. But in a lnrge Vol. n., 
Dumber of mn,l'kets: thm'{:\ IS 110 statutory obligation to publish 01' exhibit n. list of q.922. 
tolis , and ovon w]u:~l'O ~mcll a lif.it i ~ put 11p it frequcntl.V stn,tes the maximum rate 
of tolls without indicating tIle l'at.e wLich is then in force. In some cases the charge 
is left to the discrotion of t,he coUectoI', and it i~ easy to conceivo that whero thiR is 
the pra,ctice Ru ~pi cioll of ca}lrice 01' fn.voUJ'j tism may have free scopo, and in any case 
their exi~tenco iR sm'" to lJe HTlR}lCcrod . 

Mr. Chap'""" Ray' of lIull :-
" I].'he tolls al'c g'ovornod by custom, usage, and what, is considered reasona.ble. In Vol. IV., 

/( cel'tain casE'S t llO collector makes his own terms with the persons who sell, such as p. 4.59. 

U tIle ca.rriers. 'rhey aro charged upon every sl1]e, and to avoid disputes some pa.y 
" 3d. or 1(7.. l\ day for cvtlry day that they come, aU the year round," 

Of Middlegbol'ough Mr. Cha.pman reports:-
"The tolls wm'c made in 1841, but tll0Y have lJecn occasionally altered at the Vol . IV., 

" discretion of the market keepel'." p. 496. 
Mr. Ashton roports of Wellington that " thcy have no printed scale of tolls," and Vol. III., 

the collector who gave evidence, said with regard to persons with carts in the streets, Q. 162. 
" When we cannot get l.!i . wo take 6d." 

At Sunderland, "Thcro are no bye-lows nt nil, and tho list of tolls is not published. Vol. IV. 
" Such qllm,tion~ a1'O left t,o the market keeper, who makes fortnightly reports to p. 894. 
" the committee." 

At KlHtr of.\hol'ongh, " 'l'hol'e is 110 proper scale of charges at present made out, but it Vol. IX" 
I, is in contompJn.tlon hy tho committee; at present they leavs a grea.t deal to the p.l23. 
" discretion (If tho collector. 'fbel't' is SOlDe complaint that tho charges are higher 
.. than elsewhoro, bnt I think it il:l due to tho fact that people aro charged very 
II uneqna,lly." 

.At Dewsbury, "'rho tolls woro fixed in 1884, when tho market was start..ed, and Vol. IX., 
" they now requiro soroo r evision. The list of tolls is not posted in the market, and p. 14.5 . 

.. as a IDa.ttcl' of fa.c t tho chargos !H'C lesB than those fixed by the schedule in nearly 

.1 every CMO." 

Of St. Alhalls Mi'. Asllton says :-
II This mal'kot Bcoms to me fnll of abuses. Thoro is a complete system of protection, Vol.llI., 

U which I suspect kco}l~ out of the market, foreign vendors who have not much monoy. p. 47. 
" 'l'ho mal'ket :t.uthol'ity supplies 11 0 accommouatioll whatever, but allows the c?lleotol' 
" to make a trado of lotting out his own stalls. Tho tolls are fixed arbitrarIly, alid 
.. no scalo is set up nuywhoro in tho market." 

nnd a.lso-
.. Tho Deputy Mayor describes what hns hcen ,lono quito frankly, and clearly 

" thought that the Corporation could make the tolls what they liked at any time." 
The Commission on Irish markets and fairs reported in 1853 on this point in 

the following terms :-
"By the 57th George III., c. 108, all persons and corporations claiming a right to 

II any toll, duty, 01' custom, a.t a.ny fair, market, or port in Ireland, are required to 
" exhibit at the place where such tolls are demanded, a painted board. having 
" thereon a schedule in large and legible characters . specifying distinctly the custom, 
IC toll, or duty claimed on each ana every article Bold at such fair or market, and 
II the names of tho person or :persoDs collecting the !:lame, and of the person or 
II persODB, or Corporation,olaimlDg the right to the same, 80 that such boards may 
II be referred to and examined bya.11 persoDs desirous of so doing . 

.. The provisions of this Act are in many places wholly disrega.rded, and in others 
" but very imperfectly observed. We met, but very 'few instanoes in which they 
:: Wore strictly and pl'o:perly fulfilled. In some towns there IS .n~ toll-boa~d! nor has 

there ever beon one, In others there are only one or two, whIle the to111S collected 
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<C in a nnmber of different pl~ces ; . and these boa.rds are fre~uently so . defaced. ns to 
" be quite illegible. When m eXIstence they rn.rely co~tam correct ~l!fOrmatlOn of 
" the actual amount to be pa.id, as the charges have 1U numorous lDstances been 
.. lowered, in others raised, and the collection of many items a.bandoned altogether, 
.. a.nd still no alteration ma.de in the schedule . 

. , Tolls are also frequently exacted, of which no entry appea.l's au the boa,rd, and 
" the schedules frequently couclude with general st..'l.temellts of n vag-tIe a.nd uncertain 
" charncter such as the following, viz. :- ' Any article not previollsly mentioned,' or, 
" 'upon a car-load. horse-load, 01' basket of any. comr;nodity,' or 'a.ny goods ~ot 
" particularly llo111ecl' By these seve.ral me~ns the ll1~ntion of t~~ Leglsln.ture, whIch 
" evidently wa.s to protect the pubhc agamst extort1on, by glvmg to buyers and 
" sell ers fu ll notice of the precise amount of all charges vaynb.le 'on each and every 
.. article,' is almost totally defeated. 

U But this enactment, even if strictly complied with, would be but little protection 
to to tho public, as there is no legal definition of a ' fail' and reasonable toll.' It 
" is not It fixed charO'e- it varies in every town-and from the vague and undefined 
.. manner in which °the gr a.nts of tolls a.re conveyed in the letters patent~ it would 
" appear to be left to the discretion of the patentee to interpret t he words • fn.ir anll 
" reasonable ' as he might see good. a.nd to charge what amount he pleased as toll, 
" and insert such in hi.s pa.inted schedule, the publication of which schedule has thus 
.. an operation directly the reverse of that contemplated by the Act ([;7 Geo. ITL, 
H c. 108) , as the country people are accustomed to consider Chnl'gc8 lawful b~cause 
" they are posted in pursuance of an Act of Parliament, which is conspicuously !:let 
" forth on the t.op of the board, and the arbitra.ry schedule thus gives authority, and 
.. the apparent sanction of the law, to the very injustice it aft'ects to suppress." 

The Commissioners refer to Ballinrobe, Nenagh, Killarney, Gort, Trolae, and 
Skibbereen as examples of this abuse. 

We find from our Assistant Commissioner's reports that at BallinroLe. NOllagh, 
. Kmar ney. and Skibbel'een some improvemeut has taken place, as the charges are nQ\V 
publicly exhibited. At Tralee. where thoro are two distinct properties in tho market 
and fail' r ights, the Town Commissioners, who hold a waakly market on ~L'uesJ.aYI and 
certfl.in fai rs, exhibjt no lis~ of tolls. 8il' Edward Denny, who holds u weekly market 
on Saturday and other fairs. leases his rights j the lessee of tho fairs has a toll boa.rd. 
The lessees of the market h ave llone. As we have already stated n trading company 
have set up una.uthorised markets, deriving their profit f rom the weighing of corn and 
butter and other commodities. The charges of t his comrJany are not, however, confi.ned 
to weighing fees. They have provided sheds for which they receive tolls or stallage, 
which charges seem to be entire-Iy arbitra.ry . 

At Gort Mr. O'Mesra. reports :-
"For ma.ny yearB there was no toll board exposed to public Vlew on market and 

.. fail' days, as it appears it was lost. It was, however, found on t he very day of 
" the Inquiry, and produced in Court. The tOl1R at present levied on certain 
" commodities a.re somewba~ in excess of t.hose stated in the old toll board, and 
" are. ruso deemed ~xcess.ive as regards the tolls chargeu in the adjoining towns, 
<I which are competlDg WIth Gort for trade. ffhe owner had a printed form of the 
" present charges." 

. An examination of Mr. O'Meara:, reports shows that in 42 ?f the places visited by 
h,m the law was so far comphed WIth that toll boards. were exhibited. In 16 places be 
notices the fact tha.~ no schedule. or hst Wag posted. In the remaining placea thore a1'O 

no tolls, or the partI0t.llar~ a~e not stated. In sor:ne cases, however, the compliance with 
the statutory regulahon IS Imperfect, as at E~mBtymon , where U a toll board is placed, 
aD: the gable waH of a house, but the pal'tlOulars oannot be d~ciphered"; and at 
KIlrush, where th~ owner .h~s a schedule of the present charges erected in the 
" market place, but 1t seems 1t 13 not tbe scsI. always in use. A copy of an old toll 
" board was produced, which appears to bave been departed from in 1838 to th~ 
H present charges." 

At Miltown Malbay it is reported that ".at and previous to the inquiry uo schedule 
" of tolls were erected for public mspectlon at the markets or fairs but the less.e, 
" have now had eome printedJ and which will be erected in future. JJ ' 

And at. Albenry Mr. O'Meara oays: "There is no toll board erected but a scbedule 
" is being printed and will b e immedia.tely posted in the market plaee.' : 
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5. Unequal 0" DiU'(yl'ential Ma"ket Oluwges. 

In a. not inconsiderable number of markets there flxist inequRJities m respect of 
ch:l.l'gcs n.lt'ectiug-- . . 

ft . Classes of persons. 
II. A pn.rt.iculal' trading class. 
c. Commo(lities. 

We shall notice a few instances in which preference 01' discouragement is shown 
referrillg to tlle Reports of our Assistant Commissioners for detn.iled infonuntion :_ 

n, Clnsses of persons privileged or discouraged. 
In this class are included thosc persons who cll11111 au n.llcient privilege 01' exempt ioH 

from toll, and also thosu who, as illhabitn.lILs or rntepayers of the place, are, by Ule 
policy of the mark~t ownol'S, protecteel against tho competit.ion of " foreigners" or 
stI'fmgel'S from outsldo the town. 

In the Gloucester Cnttlc Market, under the provi sions of the locnl Market Act 
1 & 2 Gao. 4. (1821), live stock being 1'01,,1 . . fido the property of, 01' bought by, any 
freeman of the city are toll free j as nJso ''\,I'e stock sold by a freeman. The Act 
referred to also r escrves t.ho privi leges of those who n.rc free of tbe Duchy of 
LfLncoster. It is snid that t,his last provif::ion was repealed by nn Act of 28 Viet, c, 41, 
but vil'tuil.lly rc·ennctoc1 by the City Extension Act of 1874. I n practice the exemption 
as regards those free of the Duchy of :L:mcnstel' is limited to residents on land 
bel0l1ging to the Duchy in n. few neighbouring pnrishes. R e::lidents who desire to 
claim exemption have too ob tain fL certificate under the hands of two Justices of the 
Peace. ~eho tenant.s tll11S cflrtified claim exemption fl'om toll not only in Gloucester, 
but tbl'ongllOut the kingdom. At Gloucester the privilego is said to be abused, and 
chea.ting [mel evasion if.! sn icl to be practised. It is urged on bcllftJf of the towns· 
people t,hat this exempt,ion from toll wIlen the mm'ket WflS held in t.htl streets was of 
little conseqnence,lmt that now tho conditions are entil'elyaltered by the ratepayers 
having provided noll enclosed market at a cOlll:!idcmblc cost. It ShO·lll d be mentioned 
that the Duchy tenn.nw pay for pons when used by them, but are Dot liable to toll. 

.At Barnstaple freomen of tho town and tcni\llt.~ of tho manors of Hele and Youlston 
pay one thinllcss toll than othol's. 

At Loighton BIIlf,zaru copy holders of the m(mol' are chargod ono half of the ordinary 
tolls. 

Vol. lIr., 
11. :H:!, 

Yol. TIl., 
p. 220. 

Vol. IV., 
p. 166. 

At Ca.rlisle. BedfOl'd, Knaresborough, Preston, Hereford, Beverley, and Lancaster, V,,1. IY" 
burgesses, freomon, 01' other people enjoy similar Vl'ivileges, pp .41,154. 

I 1 f· l' . 1 1 J . 1 b . Vol. IX, n most "p aces ronmen are a lmlt.o( anc (ecreasmg c nss soon to ecome extmct, pp. 12I,104, 
as under the Municipal Corporation Act., 1835, 110 freeman born after the passing of 1:17,562. 
the Act can c1a.im any privilege; but at Berwick-an-Tweed t he freemen retain their Vol. IV., 
heretlitary Tights, 38 thoy were specially exempted from the operation of the previously Q.6137. 
mentioned .Act , nnd they and their widows have had their rights confirmed to them 
by the Settlement Act of 1843. In the general lD'l'ket at Berwick, no t olls are 
taken except fOl' eggs, for which the collootor t akes oue out of eyery 30 by ancient 
oustom. 

At Chelwsford, frcemen pay nothing for sWls. Vol. 111., 
Inhabitants 01' r esidents nre favoured in many places. p. i9. 

At Dorchester inhabitants pay half price in the market. Vol III., 
At Pontefract re~JJents are distinguished from nOD-residellts, and in the general p.303. 

market are charged eonsidel'.bly Ie .. for stallage. Mr. Chapman reports that- Vol. IV., 
p. 193. 

"This is done because of the rates and taxes which are obtained from residents, and 
If no cCJmplaint was made to me of the practice," 

At Durham, where" the rate of tolls is complained of as excessive, great annoyance VoL IV., 
" is caused by the fact tha.t freemen and auctioneers are allowed to sell outside much p. 383. 

" more chea.ply." 
The word" outside" is here used in relation to the covered market, and not to the 

area within which the market rights are exeroised. 
At Canterbury, Bury (Lane.), A.ccringtoD, Bacup, Stalybridge and other placas, 

residents pay less for hawkers' fees than non-residents . 
.At Saint Albans Mr. Ashton says," The e~dence shows that' foreigLL j stallholders, Vol. TIL., 

" up to three or foul' · months ago, paid 50 per cent. more than citzens for space, p.46 • . 
II and that on the laBt revision the difference was made still gronter: ' 

IL 5GI2(i. N 



Vol. IV., 
p. :122. 

VoJ. 11., 
Q. 10",. 

Yol. Ilr., 
Q. 21:W. 

Vol. nT., 
p. 139. 

Vol. III., 
Q.6H07, 
el8Cq. 

Vol. IV., 
p.17J. 

Yol. IV., 
135, nod 
<l. G645. 

Vol. II., 
Q. 1034 

Vol. II., 
Q.5317. 

Vol. IX., 
pp. 123, 106. 
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At P Cllrith teUfl.uts of the manor are oxempt from toll in ~hA gf;H~ornl mm:ket. and 
the sa.me privilege is claimed" by' the inhabitants of all the vIllages 11l the llmgbbour. 
,; hood with names ending in ' by.' n • . 

At Banhury st..'l.I1-holdors and auctIOnecrs who nrD reSidents pn.y ouly Ol1e half what 
is charged to strangers. . 

1\:[1'. Cassoll, ill his oyic1snce berore us, Cited Gl'llvesentl a3 n. case whel'e the 
t radesmen had mrmagod to extinguish the market by refusillg . to admit any new 
comers ns staU-holders, except at a. reut much in excess of that winch tho stall-holders 
of long stnnding paid. :?rrr. Asht011 held an inqui ry at Gl'avosollll, wher? no 
complaint of thi5 kind was made, n.ud the market collector stated that nIl pmd at 
the sa.mo rate. 

b. .L11Ut1·lic1da.?· t?'luli-ng class disc01l11'ctgcd 01' hmulic.f.'tllJ.)ctl. 

I II llluny ca.ttle markets auctiollOOI'S aro cha'l'gcd :.\11 oxt1'a toll OH 0.11 animals sohl 
by ihem. 

Thns at Canterbury they pay 50 pel' cent. moro than other salesmen: By the local 
Act I'egulating the market the toll for every score of sheep 01' lambs l S fixed at Is., 
but by byelaws the Corporation hn.ve raised the tolls to l.~ . Sel. a soore. ~or some 
tillle they imposed on a,tlction sales n. toll of Bd. in the ll. 1111l1tn' BOl., and a~l . 111 the 11.. 
over 50l., but this was subsequently repealed except as I'egar lls h01·S03. AuctlOneel's were 
then charged double toll . afterwards 75 pel' cent. addition"l toll, and now 50 pel' cent. 
extra, or 2s. Bel. a score for sheep as against I s. 8d. charged to other salesmen, ::Iond Is. 
the toll anthorised by the Act. 'rhe only justification offered for the extra ch.rge 
appears to be that the town Wo.l1ts the moUl'lY, and that the charge folIa upon t.he 
owners of the 8tock. 

At Hull anctioneers are charged l Ocl. a hen.d for cattlo ftS against ~cl. . ch{\rg~d 
t o otbel's. (r ho evidence given bofore Mr. Chapman in justific;'\,tioll of tillS chnrge IS 

worth pOl'usa1. An auctioneer who complained pointed out tho fact that he had 
less nccommodatioll aftorded him than other salesmen. On beillg asked tho roason 
for the distinction betweon privat.o dealers and a.uctioneers, ::m Aldcl'man of the 
Borough answored, " It is a very s1mple answer. (1'h089 gont,lomon who soil by ~lllotion 
alllivc ill the countl'y." As the complaining auctjolloer was a residont :md lu'l.c1 novel' 
livod no day ont of Hllll, the defence was that genern.lly tlleso gentleman paid no rates; 
then that the market was not a legaliscu one, tho inferenoe being Jll'esumnhly tll(~t the 
charge was not illegal because the mal·kat was not n lawfnl 0110 j lCLstly, tho argument 
used was that the auctioneer could a.fford to pay. 

At Oambridge anctioneers pay 0 treble toll ill the cattle ma1'kct bcsides a limited 
reservation fee for accommodation reserved for them until a certa in houl' of tho day. 
Hay and stJ.'aw auetioneers pay a double toll. 

At Leicester and Northampton cattle markets a triple toll is chargod 011 aucti oneers. 
At Beverley 4d. " bead is ch.rged on cattle sold by auctioneers, as againet l id. 

paid by other eellers. 
At Leeds no auctioneers aro allowecl to sell cattle eithel' within 01' outside of the 

cattle market. MI'. Chapman s.ys of this restriction :_ 
"I do not think the restriction justifi.ble, but the committee has to consnlt the 

" wiehes of the cattle dealers who really make the markets, and they are unanimously 
" agaillst. auctions as they are at Waketield." 

Mr. Casson st.ated in evidence that at Lincoln auctioneers have to~ pay no fee of 
10 guineas before they are allow,id to sell in the' market. 

c. Oon,m.cditu,s lJiJJempted from market c/ur'·ges. 

In a few cases ?ertain commodities are admitted to be sold free of ohru.'ge. 
Mr. Slater, a mlness who came before us, complained ae to the market at Market 

Drayton 
" "of the. unf<:irness arising from tolls being charged in one part of the m.rket 

~n certalll thIngs" wh:le on a.no~her part on certain things no toll is charged. For 
H ~nstance, a. farmer 8 wife can brmg any quantity of butter, eggs, or poultry she like!! 
" mto t.hat covered spnce and she p'llYS nothing at aJI. She has a covering over her 
" head and she pays nothing, whereas all along here anyone who brings in fruit or 
" vegetables or any thing in a basket .... is charged. penny." 

At Knaresboro', N orthallerton, and other places butter and eggs are toll free by 
custom. 
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At Hastings fish landed on the beach is toll fre., while that brought in by laud Vol. Vll!. . 
PIlYs toll, 1', 80. 

At Bolton f r esll ogg~, buttdl', anc1 milk uu not pay ha.wkers' toll. Vol. IX., 
.At Blackpool bll tter, eggs, frosh fish, aml shell fish ar e specially exempted fl'om p. 237 .• 

chal'go l)y At..'\L uLo. Vol. IX., 
At Cudislo eggs. PUIlUI'j' . willl fuwl, coals, peat, anti other fuel, nlso provi:;ions Mltl ~I: 528. 

other :u:t.iclI:lH ul'ongltt into th o GiLy a11(1 cnl'ric(l out for hOUle consllm ption, 111'6 free \~~r~Ir . , 
~~~~~, ~ 

In some fuw mal'kut H oith or slleop 01' oxen ~l'e toll fl'ee. l.i'1\l'in~dou, 
Our As.~if.lt.'\nt Ootnlllissiollorg romal'k as to several market·s that COl11 is toU frce ; but Vol. lV., 

it will be foulHl j Il suoh casu~ t1ll1t tho COI'll is Hold by sam pIe, aml nevor b1'011O'ht ~ 1~4 . 
iuto tho mnl'kot, ;1.111'1 tlmt, as n 1'1110, tho hllyCl'H fn1<.l SOl101'S }J:ly for tho uccomrnodation v~;'. ~lif." 
they h;we provided for thorn ill tho COI'Il Nxcha,ngo. Q. 22'2 1.' 

.At Ntnvcastlc·on-r.l'yno tho corn·uealm·s complain that whilo they pay a high rent Oxford, 
for their stands, viz., Sl. a ye<1I', in tho Exchange, Jnerchant.~ of other cOllllUodities VO!g' IV., 

I
. p.o. 

pay not llng. Newbury, 
It mjght nppeal' fl'OID th E.\ silencl:} of our A f.;sistnnt CommisRioncL's on the suhject that Vol. I V., 

the inequal ity of Cll~l'gos wllich wo have shown to exist in E ngl und was not COmmon p. 72. 
ill Irela nd. It may be t lw,t, this js the ca.:-;o as l'egal'dd peI'dOnS, b ut n peru sal of tlle i~~l ' ;v,j' 
evidence will al lOW tltnt ns regards commoditiofl it is snch fit common occurrence to I, ... U_. 
find somo of thom oxemptecl while some nre heavily clml'ged in the same m arket. 
In all prohability the fact wa.':! so famil ia.r n.s to 6scapo pal'ticulnl' notice. 

Of course ill nn thoso m fl.rkets (somewhat nnmerolls) whOI'D tolls hn.vo l1isappci1.l'Ccl 
there is 110 room for jnofluali ty , Iml; i ll some of tho~e whore t olls are eollected und l' 

the author ity of an Act of l'li\rlia,lllout particuln.l' articles 01' par ticular prwkngo3 01' 
qua.ntities of commoditles have been str uck out of tho toll list in what appears to 
be flU arbit rary m mmeL'. 

Thus, n.t Coleraino cattlo and ~ltcop have bucn struck out, while pigs 1'ema.in in the Vc.t v., 
tolllil5t ; fowls ill creel:.; oJ.· l)nskot~ 0.1'0 frec, bNt fowls in loads l)i\Y; butter jn lump is p. :i2. 
free, wlrile h uttel' ill firkin Pi\yS. 

At CoOk:::; tOWll cO llfect iol101''y 01' uro:td, fisll, fru its, onions (ul1less in sucks) . hides, Vol. V., 
cn.bbage plants, c1'eols of yOllllg pigs pay toU, while h01'se;o;, cattle, shcop, butter, mmlt, p. H I:). 
flour , mcnl, :-tlla llota,tooR .... 1'0 free, on som o of t heso articlos pn.ylllent is onfol'cetl a.t 
the weigh iHg , lmt Ulis i ;-; lIOt lHliYol'l:mlly tho cnse. 

At Dl'ogheda a complain.t was Il1:l.tlo that while a toll is cllru:gocl on chicketlS, ducks, 
eggs, &0., 110 toll wn-a c'hargou on cattlo, and a witness says: H It wns stated that the Vol. V"., 
II reaSOH they nevor chal'g'ed on cattle was t.}lI\t tho parties who l'uleu in tho COl'pomtion Q. 12,(;1 5. 
Ii wore vory much interested ill cattlo thomsolvos." 

.At r.l'1'Illco Mr. O'Men1'u infol1nB us tha.t--
U A complaint W:lf~ m nllo a.t the inquiry ::I.gainst tho OWl1el'~ of the t olls, that they Vol. VI., 

I{ enforced tho pa'ymclIt of tons au corn from tlu:'l soller R to home-tra.de buyers, whilst I) · 30. 
u they n.llowed producct's W],O sold to Qxpor ters to bo toll froo, anu tha.t fr equently oven 
.. sellers to !:lo rna homo trauers were pormittec1 to eIYect their sales without payment of 
" allY toll . It seem o Sil' Eclwnru Denny, in order to encoul'a.ge tho export tl 'QUe ju 
" corn. directed the toll collectors to mnJee thiR Q,rrfl.llgement . Much bitter feeling 
" apparently exists betwoen the owner and ooll.ctors of t ho toll and the home-trade 
II buyers." 

At LOlldonc1el'ry M,'. Black states that-
" ·Oomphrint WllS a.lso wade as to the inequality of tho toll ~ charged on :milk. The Vol. VII .. 

If schedule to the Act prescribes a maximum toll ' £01' evm'y O:\1't or other vehicle used p. 11:19, 

II 'by any per soll for exposing or in which shall be exposed to sale any article. 
" ' commodity. or thing, if w'awn by a hqrse, 9d. , if by any other animal, .Bel.' 
Ii The Corporation charge 2('l. for eaoh cart with buttermilk entering the city, whether 
II t.a.ken to the mnrket 01' not, but no toll is levied on ca.r ts with sweet m ilk:, It is 
II difficult to see why no toll should be ch a.rged in the one case and none in t he 
" other , which i s thE) more valua.ble commodity." 

And the explanation of this peculiarity is given in re\>l.1 to l\ quostion : ' 
"12,397. And you "tate that tolls aro charged on ' buttermilk but not on milk 1- Vol. VII. 

"Yes, I do not know that i t is stated upon the evidence, but i t was explained to 
II me afterwa.rds, that tho renson for that was, tliat at the. time when the' Act wa.s 
" obtained the memburs of the Corpora.tion of that day were the principal v~dorfl 
:: of sweet milk through the town, and th~t they did not wish .to ,tax, the~s.l~! ' I 

do not think it is general to put a toll upon sweet milk, 'but It IS certiilnly " 'htlle 
N2 
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" unfair that butter-mi lk, which is not one fourth of the value of sweet milk, should 
" bear a toll while sweet milk bears none." 

It may be convenient to notice ?ere a In'notice once universal and .still very ge~erally 
prevalent in I reland, that of mklllg toll at lllarket~, aud more partIcularly n.t fmrs, on 
cattle sold, leavinO' ;'I ll those which are declared to be unsolc1 toll free. As we havo 
previously stated, toll is dlle at common law from the buyer. and it i ~ Dil ly by custom 
or under sta tute tha,t it is payable by the seller. By 4 Anue, cap. 8. I t was enacted_ 

" That in all cases where auy cattle shall remain unsold at any fair 01' market it shall 
" be lawful for the owners or drivers thereof to drive away such cattle withont paying 
" any toll whatsoever." 

The Commissioners of 1853 made the following remal'ks on this subject ;-
"We found the persous employed as collectors in mallY places endeavouring to meet 

<, the constant evasion of tolls, by obligill? all parties leaving the fair with. cattle, a.nd 
" claiming to he exempt a-s unsold, to go through some form, such as tOllchmg a piece 
" of paper pasted on a board, or a book fastened t,o a pole, n.nd to pledge themselves 
I< thereby to the t ruth of their statements. This is caUed clearing the cattle, and, we 
(I regret to say, is very extensively practised. These several forms are adopted to 
II evade the penalty attached to the iUegnJ administration of an oath; but though not, 
" strictly speaking, oaths, they aro looked upon in that light by the lower orders, 
.. and we conceive such an objectionable and demoralisillg practice cannot be too 
" severely censured. It tenus to make the ignorant peasant thinl{ lightly of the 
" sacred obligation of a.u oath, and leads, in addition, to endless disputes, and constant 
" scones of riot and disorder, in which t.he cattle nre shamefully abused by both the 
H drivers and the col1ectors-the one enrleavouring to force such cattJe through the 
" custom-gap, which the others oppose." 

And they recommended-
" That all agricultural produce or stock as hereafter lllay be specified should be 

" subject to a small toll, and that ·this toll should be payable to the owner or und.r
" t.'tlcer of the . fail' or market, on all cattle as soon DoS they shall ental' same ~ol' sale, 
H a.nd on all agricultural produce or goods when they shall have been expnsed for 
" sale in the market-place." 

But it should be noted that this recommenclation was conditional upon proper 
accommodation being provided. 

Mr. O'Meara ,'aports on this subject in the following terms :-

(I Tolls on Sales and Toll '1~rav(3'rse . 

Vol. VII., ' " .At the markets and fairs ill the towns visited by me two systems ate atlopted for 
p. 3()4. " the collection of toll. I n the first ha.lf of charging on cattle and commodities 

" actually sold, and in thfl second that of charging at the entrance t·o the fair or 
"market. The former is levied as a toll, and the latter as a charge for accommo
" dation, provided and placed at the disposal of those transacting business at either 
" fairs or markets. 

" In the majority of towns the first system is found to prevail. It is accompanied 
,( by many complica.tions and complaints, but in the smail minority of towns where 
u ~e second system has been in operation for Borne time it appears to work 
U exceedingly well a.nd there have been no complaints made against its continuance." 

Mr. Black on the same subject says:-
Vol. VIT., "In Athlone, and in most of the fairs held in the West of Ireland, it is usual to 
p .. 190. " collect the toll upon cattle, not as they enter the market, but 8S they are driven 

" out of it, and the t"ll is than onl:r charged upon such of the animals as are. alleged 
" to have changed owners. A pecuhar practice has crept III III cODnexion WIth thIS 
" custom, and by way of testing whether the cattle have been sold in the market or 
" not, the perf:iOll in charge of the cattle, when leaving the market, if he alleges that 
u they a.re exempt from toll, makes a verbal declaration that the cattle have not 
" been bought in the ~arket, and verifies that declaration by placing his hand upon 
" .the toll-board, or tn.kmg a portlOn of the Scnptw"es, or some other piece of prmtad 
" paper into hiB hand, or by hitting the toll-board with his BtiCk. This seemB a 
" very primitiv~ war of verif:rng the truth of ~uch ~ allegation, and, doubtl~S8, 
" results sometImes m the evaSIOn of the toll, WhiOh mIght be avoided by collectlDg 
" it on the cattle as they onter the market:" 
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TOLLS T AKEN IN KIND. 

A few inst.n.nces of tho nnt.iquntec1 and wasteful system of tol1s in kind st ill exist. 
At Guihlford 001'11 lIial'ket 0. toll of a pint of CDI'll is t,n-ken from every sack sold. V 

As it is f\ "pitch" l~n.r~e~ inrt? which a.l~ the corn is actunlly brought, this toll p.o~ .• /v., 
alllonnts to olle part lH 2~G. Ilia amount IS not excessive, thongh not :~~ s. pel' qtial'ter 
it is a toll of 1 ~d. pOl' qua.rter, bllt t.he cost of collection and tho diminished value of 
a mixed sample must occRsion some loss. 

At Devlr.es thore is l'\ gimilar toll of t\VO qua.l'ts from a sack. but if marc than one V!)l. III., 
sack of the samo lot of C01'l1 is pit.cli o(l on thp, flame market thy only OTIe sack is tollecl . p.354. 

This is a pitch. mn.l'ket w) lCl'~ sample sacks are bronght in, and n.s a sa.ck ma.y 
represent a con~.q(l ol':1b]e qnrmtlt.Y of C01'll, the toll, thoHO'h apparently four t imes :ts 
(Treat a.s that at Guildfol'tl , is l'eally fn.r less. t:I 

o At Penza nee, wbore thero is n. vel'Y sma.ll pitch market for cor n, the lesseo takes Vul. III., 
two quarts out of every bnsllCI, which is ouc pal·t ill 16, ~1n extravagant toll if taken on Q.7372. 
the quantity sold, and, OVon :15 a toll au a sample, fal' gl'eater tha.n ordinary market 
lolls. 

At Berwick, as we h~vo alroo.dy mentioned, a toll of one egg in 30 is taken. 
At Cambol'llc an anClCnt toll of m n.rl'O\V bones was collected, but it is now commuted Vol. III., 

for money. Q. 8067. 
At Ripon the old toll on corn wns designated as t he" :Market Sweeping or Haud Vol. IX., 

Lawe:' fUHI consisted of a handful of corn out of every sack, but this toll was abolished p. lUi. 
by lea.ve of the 'rrcnsury in 1849 as not being worth coUecting. 

At Dungannon the existing toll board contains somo curious and obsolete tolls, Vol. VII., 
.U~ ~_ 

.. The tongue of every ox, cow, heifer, or bullock killed or exposed for sale between . 
" Ihe 291h Seplomber .lId Ihe 251h December each year 10 be collecled for Ihe 
" proprietor." 

O THER COMrLAINTS. 

We have to recora Bomo complaint.'! of petty exactions or annoyances which can 
scarcely be r :tngetl under any of the previous headings. 

At Penryn the hutchers in the town n.re calleel upon to pay Is. 6d. 0. week for the Yol. lII., 
privilege of selling in their own shops on market do.y. A weighing fee of 6<.l. per p.397. 

carcass of beef or pork is charged to them whether the weighing mn.chine be ma.de Vol. ITT., 
use of or not. At Clmru. tho bnjjchol'S who sell in thele own shops pay the market toll. Q.27. 

At South Shields, Yarmouth. NewlHuy, and other places stall-hohlel'B complain of Vol. IV.,. 
being turned out of thei r plncDs to make room for show::! at the time of fairs . Q.49,·j6, 

At a number of places where Mr. Ashton held inquiries complaints were made of a 161:13. 

nuisance caused by stoam organs which accompa.ny certa.in shows at the time of the 
periodical pleasure fait'S. 

At Carlisle n. complaint was received as to the want of some simple process hy 
which the ri~ht of the Corporalion 10 charge tolls might be determined. One witness 
said: " I had a wril served upou me because I would not pay Ihe Oily lolls. 'I'hey Vol. IV., 
If were going to take me to London." Another said: Q. 1261, 

II 1.'he expense to people who are driven into legal proceedings prevents questions 1277 tt seq. 
" being raised, and COrpol"lllions go on charging t01ls which they are not entitled to 
"charge. ~l'her6 js no tribunal except the higher courts for any of these farmel's to 
" lesl the question whelher Ihey are bound 10 pay loll Ihal may be demanded; they 
" are obliged to go to the superior eourts of law. The quest ion is whether the county 
" courts c('ouJd not have jurisdiction in such matters, which they have not at present." 

II was pointed out by Ihe Town Clerk thai "the cily bench can deal with cases of 
" non-payment of toll." Whereupon il was replied: .. When they lalk of the cily 
" bench, it is composed of the Mayor and most of the gentlemen belonging to. the 
" Corporation, so that they are trying their own case. When poor people have 
:: brought to me writs from the superior courts at the instance of ¥r. ~auaon for +'h", 

recovery of toUR) I have said, ' You cannot go and try an action m the sunt 
" , courts for the sake of 2d. or 3d. or I s.' H 

In several instances a. desire has been expressed to a.bolish certain pleasure I&ll'S, 

or at least to r emove them out of the town. The Fairs Act, 1871, which enables a Vol. lIl , 
Local Aulhority with Ihe sanclion of Ihe Home Secretary to abolish " fair entirely, does Q. 14,059. 
nol allow the parlial abolition of a fair . AI Wmchester a pleasure fau and a great 
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sheep £fiir .re held on the same day and by the same right, and the Corporation would 
prefer to retain the sheep fail' only. . . ' . 

At Taunt.on a. movemcnt for the abolItIOll of two faIl's was strongly opposed j It Was 
then agreed to apply to th.e H ome Secretary for power to remove the fail:ii from the 
public streets to n COllVCllleut field or place, hnt the Home SeCl'Okl.l'Y repl lcd that be 
had no power to remove fai rs to anoth~r place. . . . . 

At BasinO'stoke and Northallertoll the market authorItIes COlllp1n.m that theu' markets 
have heen i~jured by the estahlishment of allCtion marts in tho jmmcdiate neighhour. 
hooel. 

I n the form er case the market is regulated under a local Act (10 Goo . IV.). A site 
was appropriated for a cattle ma.l'ket, and a lUat:ke~ was regubl'lr held, ~n 1876 
a firm of auctioneers erectecl a.n auctIOn mart wlthlll the town or B. and III close 
proximity to the railway statioD, and, owing to the convenience of t ho situation and · 
tho excellent aJ.'l'a uCTement of the mnrtJ the towu market has hecH utterly destroyed. 
The Corporation ba.~jng endeavoured in vain to induce the Pl't)pI'.ietOl'~ of the ml~l't to 
pay toll , contemplated taking proceedings at la.w, ~nt ,~he:r. weTe. adVised by ~ounsel 
t.hat as their local Act permitted srdes on the H pl'ellllSeS of mdlvldunls the a.uctlOlleers 
were within their rights. . 

At NorthMlerton tho market rights were pnrcbased by a company from tho 
Ecclesiastical Commissionel's, tbey having been the p l'opel'ty or the See of Durham. 
About the tilDe of the fOl'mation of this compauy two auction marts for cattle, sheep, 
and pigs, were stm'ied on tho outskirts of the town and neal' tIle railwa.y station. 
Before the establishment of these marts there were good cattle m('l,rkets in the town. but 
these have dwindled away. 

At Wellin~boro' a stall-bolder complained that all the best situations were bired by 
persons for the year, and that some of these hirers sublet their stalls at n. profit. It 
appeared th at byelaws had heen drawn IIp but not sanctioned, hut that thero was a 
r egulation forbidding sublettiJl~. The ton Mlloctor who hall sanctioned the subletting 
had forgotten the existence of tho regulation. 

One of the subjects of dissatisfaction most frequently melltioneu at jnquiries in 
I reland is that of deductions IDilde from the price contrnotocl for. Homo of these 
deductions are customary claims by buyers under vnrious Pl'OtUIl CL:8 , n.,nd thu practice, 
however obnoxious, is not dist.incUy cOllnected with markots, or nt lcas~ the bla.me does 
not rest au the market owners, but the abuses connected with woighing aro fairly 
chargeable to those wbo appoint the weighmaster, who should hy low be au official 
sworn to act fairly. 

Mr_ Black reports this subject in the following terms ;-
.. I n many instances the vendor is de.privec1 of a portion of tho price cither hy not 

" getting paid for the full weight, or by something being deducteu from tho price 
" as an allowance from the actual weight, or in the llflme of pOl'tero.ge, or stor30'e, 
" or as house money, 0 1' for signing the ticket. By thc Weights anu Measuros A~t, 
" 1878, section 77, it is enacted that 'Every article sold by weight shall, if weighed, 
It I be weighed ill full net stan Cling bea.m; and for the purposes of every contract, 
" 'bargain, sale, or dealing, the weight so ascer tained shall bo deemed the true 
" , weight of the article, and no deduction or allowance for tret, or .be..1.mage, or on 
" I any other account, or under any other name whatsoever, the welO'ht of any saok, 
H 'vessel, or other covering in which such article may be contained °alolle excepted, 
" 'shall be claimed or made by any purchaser on any pretext whatever, unaer n. 
" 'penalty not exceeding 5l.' Considerable diversity of practice oxists through the 
H country in the mode of weighing. In some places the statute is complied with, 
" but in others jt is customary to give what is oalled 'down weight:-that is, not 
I' to consider the a·rticle weighed unless the scale in which it is placed strikes the 
II gro~lDd. I n several parts of ,the cmmtry it i8 the practice not to !lse in 'veighiDg 
" gram or potatoes a. sma.ller welght than 7 Ibs" so that, to use the words of witnesses, 
" • .An artiole must be 7 Ibs. or nothing,' and in such ca.ses the seller may lose up to 
" 7 Ibs. on a draft. In other places a 4 lb. weight is the smallest one used, and the 
" no"t one over that 7 lbs. ; the only break betweeu 7 Ibs. and 14 lbs. is therefore 
" 11 Ihs. In snch caSCB an article must be 4 Ihs. or nothing; and if ,mder 7 Ibs., only 
" 41bs. is reckoned; jf under 11 lbs., only 7 lbs. is rockonod j or if under 141bs" only 
" 11 lbs. is reckoned. '}'o this loss jn weight. may sometimes be added n. further' 
" deduction of the price of half a stono, it being a. common practice not to pay for 
" 7 Ibs. on a. quantity. 

"Another practice complained of is the deduction of ' super-tare ' for the weight 
CI of tho vessel or bag containing the artic1e sold in excess of the true ta.re; tws arises 
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.' pr iuoipally in tl lO l:ialo of h utwi' anu corn. It is lIsu(\l in sarno tOWIlS fut' tho cooper 
" who mn.nufac~ul'es tL.~ bl1~t 01' fir~in to mark upon it the taro which should be 
H tn.ken off for It. and III domg f.l0 to lllclude an allowanco for the amoun t of water 
If or butt,cl" wllich tho wood will ab.;o1'i. whiJ:.~t buillO' fil led with butter. .A.ssumill~ 
" this to lJfl rai d Y.llulIo t ho Boliol' woulll be ontitled ~ get paymen t for the weight of 
.1 the vessel floH il 1 ~8 conLollt,s, lc~~ thu t:t l'O so markel.l , IJut hnyC1'B dOfll1ct :1 fu r ther 
" ~llowaucu of 1 01' 2 lim., accOJ'tlillg to tho pract ice of the mn.l'ket in wh ich t he sa.le 
" is mude, fol' son.k:1go. Il'hoI'o is no doubt that some seller s try to meet this hy Lhe 
" objectiOl~nl pl:actico of: pl'op~ril1g thoir butts ?l' firkin s so as t o absorb as l arge 
" a </llrLntlty of water 01' fOI'Clgll matter as postHble hefom filli ng them with butter. 
" In some mm'kets whore it is tho pl'lLcl,ieo to take the hutter out of the firkin or 
.: bnLt, a.nd to weigh the la.tter separately, BO us to ascertain the taro to be a.llowed 
U Lherefor, it is usu:\l in weighing tho full firkin or butt lIOt to recognise any odd 
.f ounces ovor alltl above tho Humber of 11m. ; bu!; when tho fil'kin 01' butt is weighed, 
" j f thero aro :tlly U tlllce~ OVOl' tho II/ f.! . ill ils wo igllt Lho,Y al'U cn.lculatel1 fig n. lb. 
" To illusl;l'n.to t ho pl';lcl;ico tl lU following OXi.J'lllIlO case Hlay ho takon :-A firk in of 
II butter weighing 71 I b ,~ . 13 oz.'1 , g l'Oss is taken as ollly woighing 71 lbs,; the 
II buttel' hn,ving been taken Ollt of Lho firkin the latter is found to weigh 10 Ius, 1 oz., 
" rlnd is thcl'Cfore taken for the purposo of to.re as weighing 11 Ibs, 'l 'he seller would 
u oIlly rcceive paymellt for GO Ibs., ",hil:.;!; the actual weight of butter would be 
" 61 Ius. 12 ozs. H o wonld thor eforo lose tho price of 1 lb. 12 ozs," 

Tho eXfLclioHS of buyers, which strmcl npon I'll,ther a difforent footing to the misdeeds 
of public weigh-masters, arc thus dcscl'ibed by Mr. Black:-

"In the cnso of sales of pork there :11'0 also deductions made. The former 
.1 COlUlllissionel's on Mftrkets reported as to sovernl objectionable practices existing 
.. then, most of w h ioh havo since been g iven up, bu t others have crept in. In AthIone 
II n deduction of 1 lb. is mnde from tho weight of each pig f or the gut. In Belturbet 
" a. deduotion of 2 Ills, is mn.tlo from tho woight of each pig for wha.t is called 
" I shrinkftgo/ to covor any loss ill woight betweon the anle of the pork in the market 
" and its )'on.cll'ing tho b uyer's storos. In ot.hur mo.rkets a deduction is made, varying 
" in amount ill tiitt'ol'uut tOWIIS, 1IIldor t110 Hame of 'ho11 se money' nominally to 
co pay tho rOIlt, of. tm onica for l,ho Imyor wllO lives at a disto.nce in which to pay 
" for his pUl'chases, UlLt in f:l.ct ho docs 110 t keep such an office. In some cases a 
" dCtlnction i~ also 1Ila(lo 1'1'0111 t ho lll'icu for wlmt is called' signing the ticket,' tlu"t is, 
" for giving iIlU sellm' :m ae'k:nowlcdgmcllt UPOll th r~ sale uoto tha.t h is pork has been 
II delivereu to t ho (myol'. D eu l1 ctiollS aro ru l"iO made for what is termed ' porterage,' 
" to cover tJlO COHt of I'emovul of Lho pork from the market whel'e it is bough t to the 
" toWll in which the Illlyol' co.rries on his business. The alUount of such deduotion 
II varios in tho diU'cr ont mn.l'kot towns, anu in some lllAronces a.mounts t.o as much as 
u Is. 4d. all. each pig. 

II Complaints W{l1'C HmnUl'OU8 a.s to buyers of pork not paying for the odd lbs. over 
l' n. qunl'tel' of n. owt. at tho same rn.te as the pork was bought at pel' CWt., if t he price 
" did not come to so mn.uy penco pOI' lb. FOl' instance, a. pig Bold at 37 s, per cwt. 
" would bo at tho mlo of noarly 4d. pel' lb., but if thero were any lbs. ill the weight 
II over tho quo,rtcrs of newt. thoy would only be paid for in SOillO markets at the 
II rate of 3d. pOl' lh., allu in others at 3id. per lb. A deduction for' porterage' is 
II also maue Oli the saJo of butter, null in the county of Louth on corn. A deduction 
u of 1(1. or {;ll . pel' stone is made in some towns for ' storage' on the sale price of 
" flax, and this eveu where the storage is provided by the market authOl'ities for the 
" buyer free of charge. It was oontended in C.stleblayney that the deduction really 
" me.nt nothing, aud had ouly the' effect of keepmg up the nommal pnce of the 
"flax, but I am convinced it is Do benefit to the buyer s or It would have been 
" abandoned hy them. 

"In Cookstown m.rket a deduction of 28 lbs. is made by some buyers from the 
" weight of each cart of pot.toes for the dirt presumed to be adhering to them. 

I! The return of a luck penny. varying in amount , is universally recognised on the 
H Bale of a.ll live anima.ls, and is so well understood as not to l'equire further 
If explanation. In Bomu towns in the west of Ireland J found a. deduction called 
" • measle mOlloy' WilE! made from the price of pigs. It appears that Borne years ago, 
" when the measles in pOl'k were prevalent in that pn.rt of the counla'y, an arrangement 
" was come to that tho sollers of pigs should allow the buyers lB. off the price of 
" each pig, to form Ur fund as an indemnity against loss arising from having purohased 
:: measled pigs. Gradua.lly tho d~clu ction has ?ecome an ~l'bitra,l'Y' one i~ every case of 

aale, and whilst the buyer rooelVes the premIum as an mdemm ty agamst suoh OBses, 
N 4 
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" if be ascertains tbat he bas b ought a pig which is affected with measles (which 
If it is said may be easily recognised) he retur~s it to the seller, but in the ,cases 
" of sound pigs he retains them and tbe 1.'. whlch be bas deducted from th7 pnce 01 
"each. This is considered by the farmers III ,county Mayo as a ~ross lmposItion. 

"The market authorities admit t.he injustIce or these deductIODs, but say they are 
U unable to prevent them . The farmer could prpbably maillta~n au acti?u ~t law for 
II recovery of the amount so deducted, but dOlllg so would Involve him m trouble 
" and expense." 

Mr. O'Meara confirms Mr. Black's statements as regards the mode of weighing. 
Referring to sect. 77 of tbe W eigbts and Measures Act, 1878 , be says :-

"In very few places huve I founel the requirements of this section strictly a.dhered 
" io, so far as to ascertaining thc weight in full net stand ing ~~am. Th? general 
a and customary practi~e is to give a cast of th~ ~eam. In ad(htl?ll to thls, cast of 
" the beam it is usuallll some places when welghmg corn to weIgh only Oown to 
" two pounds, and in others to weigh only down to foul' or seven pounds. When 
" weighing potatoes in some places it is customary to weigh down only to four pounds, 
.. and in others to seven pounds. 

" I n all such cases the purchaser receives the benefit of any smalier additional 
" amount which may be in the sack. 

a " TitL few exceptions, in no place is the actual tare of the bag or sack ascertained, 
" but an estimated tare is allowed for it, which is the only deduction from the graBS 
u weight ascertained as before mentioned. The estimated tare is generally a fixed 
" .weight according to the size of the sack, and agreed upon between the buyers and 
H sellers. In cases of dispute as to the estimated tare I always found the mal'ket 
H weighmaster willing to ascertain the actual tare of the empty bag 01' sack. 

* ~. :!: ::: * 
"The deductions prohibited by tbe above-mentioned section 77 of the .A ct of 

" 1878 are oeduction8 from the weight and not deductions fron~ the price of any 
" article sold by weight (Megarry v. McCllllagh, 14 Ir. C.L.R. 151). I n the 
C( majority of the butter markets it is customary for each buyor to (reduct from 
" the contract price Is. pel' firkin purchased. No satisfactory explanation was 
" given for this deduction, hut one of the reasons assigned was to reconp the buyer 
" for the transit of the butter to the larger market or to the consumer. 

"In all other respects I have, however, found the provisions of the Weights and 
" Measures Act generally observed: and that the consta.bulary who a.re charged with 
" the duty of inspecting the weigbts and meaSUl'es in use for trade throughout the 
" country make periodical inspections to detect the existence of any inaccuracy or 
" deficiency in such weights and measures." 

Mr. O'Meara also refers to the systematic deductions made by buyers under various 
pretexts. 

D EDUCTIONS FROM PBIC.E.-LuCK PENNIES. 

Vol. VII., Mr. O'Meara. states-
p. 305. "It is on the sa.le of animals that the more general deduction lS made from 

u the contrac~ price U?de~ th~ a.ppellation of ' luck pennies.' This practice prevails 
" at every fmr I have mqurred 111to, and so far as I have been able to learn, is general 
" all over the country. 

U The contract price ha.ving been agreed upon between the buyer and the seller, 
" the former pays over the amount when the latter returns the 'luck penny.' 
H There is a moral compulsion on ea.oh seller to give this luok penny, and, in fact, 
" it is given at every business transaction in live stock j but the amount or value of 
" ~be luck penny is always left to the generosity of the disposition of the seller. It 
" 15 USUB:] , howevur, to g:lve at least Is. for eaoh cow, or Is. to 5s. in every 101. 
H The Wltnesses whom I rnterrogated upon the point gave it as their opinion tha.t 
" the farme~ never ?Onaidered. the ~uck penny h~ would subsequenHy ha.ve to g~ve 
" when asking a pl'lce for hlS alllmal, and dId not demand a fictitious prIce 
" proportionate to the amount of the luck penny. 

"In Borne transactions, however, thi::i seems to be the case, for frequently when 
H buyer and. seller are ba.r~ain.ing about the price of an animal, the buyer, in order t:o 
" . conclude It, says he will gIve (so mucb) • clear to pocket,' that is, if his offer 18 
U accepted he will not require any luck penny. The seller consents a·nd the barga.in 
" is concluded, no luck penny being given. In suoh a ca-se the consideration of the 
" luck penny doss appear to enter into the bargain for the animal and the intrinsio 
., value only given. '. 
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" On tho sale o~ pjgs ,tbe, amount 0.£ t be lu.ck penny is not left to the diRpositioll of 
,I the seller, ?ut IS .nxea a;(j 6tl. P?l' PI!?, and IS always c1educted by t·he buyer from the 
;, cant.ract price before t~le .latter IS pa.Id. ., 

".As in t he ?ase of fhkl11 bu.tter, no satl sfacto~'y expln.nation could be given for 
" these del1t~ctlOns from the pr.lCc, the am;wel'~ bemg' " it is cllstomary." No correct 
"market prIces cOlllc1 be oh tmneu of the nnnnals sold where this system obtains, 
" as the prices generally (lHoten a1'e, as has been shown , somewha.t ahove the intrinsic 
" value of the stock." 

Mr. O'Meara. reports some objcctiollftble :tlld annoying practices of weighmfl.sters 
and toll collectors. 

Thus he says of Tuam:-
"A practice, which SC~In~ reprehensible,. cxists in the market for the weighmaster's Vol. VIL, 

<f assistants to mark wIth chi~lk the wmght of t,he marketablo commodity, wheu p.276. 
,I ascertained, upon the Imts cf the ~ellers, rrllis is st.ated to be for the benefit and 
,I convenience of the toll conector, to enable him to know what weoigh t to make h is 
" charge UpOll. 

"Another objectiollable practice was tlHl.t rcsOlt.ed to by thc toll collector markina' 
" tho 10tter" V" ill chalk 011 the ::sh::"wlR fl.mI cJ~n,k~ of t he women freqllenti llg th~ 
" market, to uenote tlw,t they ll[l,tl pald the toll. It IS stn.t-eu that this practice hurt.s . 
" the feelings. llaturally, of these women, who aro l'udely grnspec1 while the chalk 
" mark is m:::ulc. In the event of t,he mark becoming ohliteratell 01' rubbed out the 
" women would bo liable to btl ag<l;in askea for the toll." 

At Gort he says :-
•• Complaints hrtve also been made of the rough manner in which women and other Ditto. 

01 sener:. are pursued hlto shops, n.nd sometimes indecently t.rcl\tcc1, in o1'o1er to 
"obtain the chu.rgo levied upon the commodity which they have sold. These 
.• complaints Recm to be well , foundetl, M n. former collector of taBs frankly 
{O acknowlcdged to ha.vo adopted sHeh a COllrse (vidfl evidence of Mr. Sheehan, 
" :Mr. Glynn, a11l1 ;Jultn UluJle)." 

The Oommissioners of ] 852 recorded simi!»r complaints as to the conduct of the 
toll conectors n.t GOl't or othcr olaces. 

Mr. Black montiollS :~ fowi market which 1S held at an unseasonable hour at 
Saintfield, of which market he l:inyl:l :-

"There is no J.)oca1 Authority, antl the wallt of a. cOllt1'olling power to regula.te tb,~ Vol. VII., 
" market is very much felt, ~Plw SUl'l'OUJt(lillg dish-iet prodnces il. great qualltity of p. H13. 
" fJwl, and tho fowl lll<ll'kot here is urmally held at or about 1 0'cl00k a,m. on each 
" Monday morHing. '1' 110 streets of tb.A town (and the sales take place in them) are 
" not lighted in a.llY way. Con~eql1ellt.ly, t.llel'o ",ro facilities afforded for parties to 
U dispose of stolon fowl, &c." 

Some additional llotmls rclating to this market. are summarizeti in the prccjs of 
evidence :-

"SAINTFIEr.n.--Tho Tfln.rkot people complain of the want of regulation in the market, '10\' XU., 
" business commencing uSllally at 2.30 ~.m. for eggs and fowl. The very early hOllrs p.22l. 
" at which tho markets are helcl compels those who wish to n.ttend the Monday 
" markets to sit up on the Sunday night in order to lea.va their homes early to be in 
" time~ ancl dmLlers se0111' the country on Sunday afternoons £01' fowl. In summer 
" the fowl market commmlCCS about two o'clock in the morning; in winter it noes 
" not begin so early, bllt it is generally over at five o'clock. The owners of fowl, 
" after bringing them to the market and selling them, have to go home again, 
" often a distance of some miles, so that they may return again with their eggs and 
"butter. The people are thus required to make two journeys where one might clo, 
I: Another thing, owing to tbe early hour, there is every facility given to poachers 
I' to sell their produce. There are two exwllsive demesnes close to Saiutfield, and 
" they are woll piJJa~.d, and tbe booty brought to the early market and sold. 
" It is, of course, sold secretly, but this could not take place if the market was h eld 
.. at any reasonable hour. Bad mOD()Y is also passed in the a ltrkne15S of th~ morning, 
.. So fart.11ing has often been given for half a sovel'eign. They have no "light except 
" that of' tbe llllion, and when she is ~ul1 it does pretty well . Sometimes they stri.t{e 
" a match on the street and try to work by its aid. Perhaps one or two of the 
" publicans might be averse to the haul'S of the market bejng changed, as it is an 
" advantage to them to keep their houses open." 

At MuUingar, Ardee, and Tullamore, similar complaints as to early fowl markots yol V" 
'Were made Q. 11,299, 

Arde. al~ne. of theso markets, is held by tho I,oe,l Authority of the pl.eo. ':.,~\.'l.. 
n 56125. 0 Q, 8109. 
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We have thouO'ht it desirable t.e illl1:'!trate rather fully the seyeral subjects as to 
which ll issatisfaction with the present market administration has beon expressed. 
W e lUlI:st repeat that the cases w"e ha" e mentioned are only representative exa.mples 
of 4.1efect:, 01" abuse::.. 'Ve have not thought it u t!ceg~al'y to specify all the places 
'Where pal't.iculal' cau5CS of discontell t exist. We IU::)'y refer those who dc~il'e marl! 
specific 3.ull p :l1'ticlllar uetails to the cln.ssifiell a.nalysis of evidence, contai!led in 
\ ' 01. XI I., pp. 176 to 215, for ;), lllore complete sta tement as to places of whIch we 
have received full iufol'lllfltioll . 

REVJSIO~ OF ~r oLtS. 

We nrc instr Hcted to report as to the advisabi lity of " providing that the tolls, &c . 
.. of markets held by local 3.uthorities sha,11 from time to time be revised with the 
" \;OW to thei r beiuO" l'eO' lliated b v the necessar\1' eX!lenditure in connexion with the 0 0. ~ 

." market.;;, and tha t slI ch markets ~hall be free a.nd open when t hc capital charges in 
" rc:;pect of them have been paid oft' by the incomes from the market or otherwise." 

It lIns been previously stated th3.t the approval of the Local Government. Board is 
l"l'lcplil'ed fol' tolls Ic·vied i ll markets estahlishc.:u 1IIluer the PubliC!. Health Act and also 
fur the tlltt:l';]t iUll of to11:-; in markets ncq l1 il',zod by locftl a.lltbol'ities lIndol' the pl'ovisions 
of tlHl:t Act, ulil t hat this sanction is not required in respect of ront.s and sta.llages. 

A.fter t he to11:-:;, &c. have once heen fixed and approved they cannot be increased by 
the local authority, hut they lnay be varied without the consent of the Local Govern· 
ment BOtll'4.l. 

It has 31so been ment,ioued thnt a large number of old established mal'kets have been 
l'eguln.tf:' tl by locill Acts, all el that ill these cases the ma..ximum rate of tolls and other 
chargos is flxed by stat ute. 

In nil markets t:'stahli~hccl llIH]('1' the Public HC;'I!th Act 0 1' regulated by n. special 
Act which incot pOl'l1k~s the Provision Markets aud ]?:1i1'5 Cla.usos Act any dispute as to 
cbat'g'l;!s is to be detC'l'mined l,'y a justico, and the demand 0 1' r eceipt of a greater toll 
than ttmL a ul h u]" i.·~;ell i.i all offeDce lJunisnable by fine not exceeding 408. 

But inasmuch :1S J. large n umber of markets are held by Prespr ipt,joll or by 
Char tel'. the rolls and char ges leviet1 therein are not subject to the control or revision 
of :.lU.Y external au t.hority unless they nrc contested" us exces~ive or outrageous toU." 

'l 'l1e question of reyision of tolls and cbal'ges bas been g enerally com:idered iu 
cOllllexion with proposals f or free and open market.s, a subject t.o which we shall 
immediately ad,ert·, but in England nt least there has been no mnrked expression of 3-

dE-siro to cOllft,l' \l])On n. department of the State the power to revise tolls and ot.her 
C 11:11':;('S . ( 'XCl'p t on the par t of those who wish to establish f ree anti open lllal·kcts. 

Local Authori ties possessing mm'ketB state that thcy h:wc all'cndy the power to 
r evise taBs by way of reduction . Some of them think that th>'l'y should have enlarged 
POVy"6l'S to increase tolls and to levy charges upon hawkers ill order to protect their 
ll1::lrket lllOnopoly. :Many of them have revised their toUs from t ime to time. 

Local Authorities not possessing markets have made no r epresentations on this 
sllbject. Many of tbem desire to obtain full control of markets, but ·they do not ask 
that the present tolls shou] ,l be revised. 

As tlU instance of 3. satisfactory r evision vf ihe scale of cbo.rO'es, we may cite the 
case of ~fanclttl~tur. Fl'oJ?- tho. evidencl) of Mr. ~nlbot, the Deputy Town Clerk, it 
appears that a dlSpute havlllg arIsen between c.ertalll occupiers of the market and the 
'Oorporation as tbe owners, a conference bet.ween the parties was suggested, a.nd took 
pln.c/:!, llncl a schedule of charges wns agreed upon, sanctioned by Provisiona.l Order, and 
accepted as satisfactory to all pa.rties. 

With regard to Ireland Mr. Black proposes:-
" Thnt t he r1ght to levy tolls should not be founded merely upon custom, but should 

" be conferred by statute, the maximum amount of such rates to be subjeot to the 
" approval of the Local Government Board." . 

And he stated in evidence that customary tolls were uncertain, ill-defined, O1ld 
doubtful, and he aesired to see a statutory limitation of tolls 011 all markets. ·The 
recommendations of th~ Commission of 1853 as to fixing the scale of tolls were .. 
follows :-

"5. That the owner of the market should be entitled to receiv~ ' a'certain .;"" by way 
" of stallage, for the use of a stoll or standing in the market or fair, for the .sale of 
" manufactured goods, and other articles not properly tollable. . . .. . 
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,. G. That the tolh; and the l'egubtions of the mrll"ket 5hall bl..~ snch as shaH bi' 
" proposed by the owner, nt~cl approved by the·.Lol"J Lieutenant; 
" bllt they made no suggestiOll 11~ to a snb::;f'f}uC'ut revision of tlle charges." 

]l.Ir. O')Iearn. a.ppel ~r~ to contemplnte a periodicnl ("(',' isit)ll of cllarges. B 0 :.:ays in hi . .:.; 
report, a.fter l'er~ n.rkmg on some clml'gc:,; which are cxcei;si\'E! ill pl'cpol'tion to th e
value of the urbcle tolled. he says : " I t would be highly COllllllt'u(\;lble to uan, the 
" clHll'ges regulated !ly.some competent authori ty. AR they st a.llll nt pre:::C'ut at tho 
" mnl'kets in the maJority of t.OWIl S. sume of the cb:lrgcs al"fI. llL'emet] l!xcessiye. Such 
to r ClJuire o\'erh:mling wit.b a- viow to a. retlnctioll. A uniforUi scale of chCtI·geio; should, 
,.- so· far :lS possible, be a.dopted in the markets :1l1tl fairs accorfling- to the probahle 
., ynlne of tho commollitv ,. : ' 
:Ultl in his conclnding 1:ecom111cI1da.tions he propo:::rs t,l::lt tllC mr1ximnm toJl::.: all d 
charges be fixell, and, 50 fm' flS vos~iblo, be ata uuifol'1ll rate, nud in fixing tl1e a.mount 
regard be hall to the acconnnoduiion and ;\d\anta.ges olfc:rcd; :t.ncl t lwt, nfter paym ent 
of the costs of maintenance and all other ontgoin g~, the :1pplicatioll ot tho sUl'plus profit 
derived from the markets and fairs be r estr iet.c(l to the l'ecluction .:Jf Ule tolls aull other 
charges therea.t. 

It seems evident that t,he circumstances of the caso do not admit of the establish
ment of nn lmiform rate of tolls in all places. inasmuch as the expenses in curred f OI" 

market pm'poscs by owners 01' lessp.es of the tna·rket Vfl,ry in every loea-lit.y . 

FnE.E AND O PEN l\bnKF.T~. 

The suggestion of "free and open markets," whieh seelllS to contemplate tho 
future provision of market accommodatioll free of cha.rge. h ns been genel'tl.lly received 
by ma.rket authorit ies and other witnesses with disapproval. 

We ha.ve a.lready drawn attention to the (lislikfl amI jealousy with which markets fi ro 
viewed by a. considerable section of the ratepayers and tradesm en who elect the Local 
.Authori ties. 

I t is natural that a proposal to supply market tl'mlera who compete with local 
tradesmen with accommodation for carl'yiucr ~:m their business for a nominal considera
tion, and thus placing these traders in an a!vantageous l)osition as compnrecl with that 
{If the tl'a.desll1eu of the town, should be obnoxious to lllany shopkeepers . But besides 
those whose iuterests as tra.ders are directly menaced hy this proposal. those who 
repre~ellt the ratepayers and those who ha,ve taken t·he most actiYe plut in the 
administration of the larger markets are very genera.lly opposeu to the principle of free 
ma.rkets. In the answers which we have received from local authorit·ies owning 
markets 125 of these authorities al'e distinctly adversc to the proposal while 13 oniy 
are favournble to it. 'rhe l'emaiuder either make no l'eply or st·ate that t he subject 
has not been considered. I n several ca.ses the contingency of the capit.al charges 
in respect of markets being paid oft' is considel'ed so remote as to l'etic"-e the local 
a.uthority froUl any necessity of regarding the question ns one which pl'3.c.tic::llly 
Concerns themselves, 

It mn.y be noted that among those (lpposed to the scheme nre t.he Local Authorities 
of many of the principal ma.rket,s in. En~lantl, e.g., Birl11'iugho.lll:: Manchester. Liyerpool , 
Leeds, Newcastle-on-'ryne. Derby. Nottlllgham, NOl'tlltlUlpton, Lynll, aud otuCl'l'I. 

Among the 13 places where tbtl locn.l authority ha.vo exprcs~a au. opinion favom':.~hlc 
to the principle of free and open markets, the only markut., wlt·ll auu~lfI,l l"cCC~pts 
exceeding l,OOO/.. are Oldham and Rucrby; I lfracombe and Welshpool, WIth r8celpts 
of 500l. and uuder ] ,OOOl. ; Bedford. Ril~Oll, 'rotncs, and :Mexbol'o' . with annuo.ll'eceipts 
of l00l. and less than 500l. ; D umwlhle, Ca.melfol'tl, Bishop's Castle, E ye, :'mcl Koml<ll, 

\-o\. rIl , 
P.306. 

\'01. YH ., 
P. 30:', 
:;ectlOIl 11. 

with receipts or less. than 100l. :.\ year, nre a.lso in f n.YOlll' of th~l l~b'll ... \\ri t·h roga.~'cl. to \'o1.~ly. , 
Bediol:d and Oldham, MI'. Chapma.u reports as the l'e~nlt of IllS mqUll'lCS t.hllt OpUUOll P; lou. ~ 
there 18 adverse to free and open markets as unfmr to ra.tepayers, Mr. Ashton " o.~ . lX: ., 
~ports of Rugby that the revenue from ~~rkets is insufficien t to provide for the p~ J55. 
Insta.lments of loan which thl~ loca.l a.uthorlties have annually to make. In the case vol. ynI.. 
of Ripon. a small but 'prosperous ma.rket with flo surplus of about 221. a year, p. 14". 
Mr: Chapman inquIreu whether tho opinion in favour of free and ?p'eu mn,rkets was 1'01. IX.;. 
formed after deliberation, and the reply was, "That was the 0pullon of the (·hen Q. 10,0.1. 
It oommittee. The committee al ters a little bit ever y year." 

The views of market owners with a petty income of f rolll 11. to. 21. a week (Bishop's 
Castle has receipts of 51. n year) can scarcely b. udIl'ntted to weIgh agmnst th·o •• of 
the<rewnera: ' of ,.large; markets, even ' if : the a'ppl'Ovlllg authontles were ' llumenc8Illy 
st.ronger than t.hey are. ' . 
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lOS nOYAL c O:\lMTss lOx 0:\ i\J ,\'l:KET nIC:llTS AND TQI,LS: 

The inquir ies of om'. ~ssi st.o.nt C01Uluj~3ioners in a number of tho more important 
markets elicited few opunons lU favour of f~'ee mal'k~ts. . , . 

loll'. Cbapman SCt1IDS to have taken P~l"tlclllal' paI.ns to asc~rt~Hl the feehllg On th.is 
point, and while he records a general lf Dot Ulla.lUmo~ s ~'eJectlOD of the pl'oposal In 

about GO places. be notice:-: only two pl~ces where t,he prmclple seem~d to be generally 
accepted. Of these two places, one-~lp0n-b3s b~ell already lllcntlOned. The ot.her 
place was Leighton Buzzard, as to .w~lch Mr. Cbapma.n sa.ys :-

" '~he idea expressed by the maJo ~1 ty. ,:as that to have the market tcll free ~ould he 
" beneficial to the town and not preJudlC1al to the Ahopkeepers because of the lUcrcased 
.. Humber of customers who would tbereby he brought from the country. This 
" op!1l1011 is (lue portly t.o the ~act that ,no exy ense i :~ at present i~cu~l'od in con~pxion 
" With the mal'ket-s and the eX1stence at a nOlghboul'lDg town WhlCh 1S toll fl'ee. 

W e note also that Mr. Ohapman says with regard to Berwick-on-~\ve?d:- . 
"'11he O'eneral market is practically free, and the system at BerwlCk IS to BoVOI!l any 

, I restrai;t of trOl de. The svstem has not produced a prosperous market." 
I n Ireland "here, 3S we 'lu\ye said, tolls have ill many cases heen abolisheJ, though 

the markets it ll,e not thereby bp.eu rendered fre~ of charges, there, is a much stronger 
feeling in favolll' of toll ·free markets, though 111 a good ma.ny lllstances where an 
inquiry has heen beld it ~as been ~aid tha.t reas~na.bl~ toll~ a.re not objecte(l to and do 
Hot. keep producers a",.·ay 1f t,bere 1.S ~CCOlllm ?~atlOn g lven III retll~ll: At 41 of those 
places wbicb our .Assistant CommIssioners VISited the general oplDlOn seems to have 
been in fav our of toll -frcc markers ; in 13 of these t,he local authorities were the 
0,",'11eI'5 ; at 31 places roasonable tolls were approved of, and of these 31, five had 
ma.rkets in the hands of Local Authorities, I n mnny other places opinion seemed to 
be diYided on the question. 

At Dublin nIl' . .Alderman Dillon, Chu,jj'man of the Markets Committee, said In 

answer to a question on the subject ;-
"I (10 not see why on au undertaking of that kind, which has cost the city so 

.. much money, some profit should not be made from i t to relieve the general rat-es . 

.. 'rho burden would noli he apprecinbly felt hy the buyer or the sellol' of the cattle, 
U and if we hnd 0 \11' sinking fund pa.id off it would be <1 very llseful t hing to have the 
.. contribnt·ioll towards the genemlrE'.tc of 5007. or 6001. l\ year." 

It shonM 1JI:~ said that this answer was giyen with reference to the cattle market, 
which only pa.ys its wl)rkiug expenses and interest ou the outstanding pOl'tion of the 
debt incurred in providing the market, the debt being annuillly diLli misheu by the 
payment out of the city rates of all instalment of the principal. 

It '\,"ould appeal' then that amollg 10('.al authorities owning and administel'ing their 
own mOl'kf't.s therB is no preponderating ft' t:'ling against free and open markets. The 
arguments again st this proposal are very forcibly Etated. by Mr. H. Fulfoi.·c1, Chn.il'man 
of the Markets and Fnirs Committee, Birmingham, in hi s evidence before ll ,-l , 

" ",Ve are uot· prepared to assent to the proposition that t.he tolls, rents, &c., should 
" oe dctel'lllinEtl t.:xciusiyel,y by refereuctl to the capital exp::! lHLtUl'U UPO ll tLe m.alkots 
.. mill ~ l1ould therefore be entirely abolishell when that expenditure has been recouped 
.. out of the market revenue. It wonld be extremely difficult, if not altogether 
" impl'actico.blt', so to Pl'opol't.ion rent·s, tolls, &c., as to exactly covel' charges, and from 
" the fiu ctno..ting cbaracter of the income from the markets it would proba.bly alwa.ys 
., be found 11('ct>5sa.ry ro pJ'ovide a cons.demble margin for contingencies. f],l he 
•. estnblishlllel'.t of h ee markets, if practicable, would also be open to the further 
u objection tha~ ~t w?~d g;'-e un ~l1flli~' advantage to tra.ders using t he markets over 
.. those eng'ngecl 111 slmllar occupat10l1s lD otber parts of the town, who would be liable 
" to rents. rnte~, anel t:1.xes, from ~.e pay~ont of ~h ;ch those traders usin~ the markets 
II would lJe ent11'(11y rehevcd, '., .:. :\. * * :; $; In 
" reference to tbe suggestion under consideration it is further to be remarked thnt if 
" adopted it ."oulll in. many ~nses seriouslj" hamper the Loca.l Authori Gy' in the work 
Of of developUlg and lllCl'easmg the marketR when required. To meet the demands 
.. of an jUCl'ea~illg populat.ion the expenditure of large amoun::,s of capital on the 
" establishment of llew markets 01' the extension of ex isting ODes is frequently 
H requisite. 'llhi~ capital expendit~r~ is. often for an indefinit-e period wholly or in 
I . pru·t unpl'oductlYe, and any loss ansmg III respect of it would fall upon the general 
f< body of ratepayers, upon. whose credit Municipal loans are raised. If it were laid 
'; down by. st~tute that tolls, rents~ &c. , should in no case exceed t,he charges on 
t mnr~e~s It IS to .be appreh?llded t~at .the l'atepaY~1'8 would be in many ins~~es 
" unwilling to snnction expelldlt,ure WhlOh Involved n· rIsk of loss without the pOSSIbility 
" of profit . 

.;.: • * • 
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"'fhe tolls levied in the markets of Birmingham bear in every instance but a tl'iyial 
" pl'oporti?u to. the val~~~ of the articles up~n which they n,re paid, and it is probable 
,: that t,heu' enhre ~bohtlon would not apprecIably cheapen the cost of the commodities 
u to the consumer. 

In answer to other questions Mr. Fulford stated that tllA net profits of the markets 
,)f Bil'roillgha.m had decreased between 1877 and 1887, and he handed in a statement 
showing receipts and expenditure fo1' tbe 11 years, the net receipts being over 6,OOOl. a 
real' for the fil'st 4 years and little over 5 ,OOCll a year for the last 4 years of the 
j>eriod. He sa.id that t\ further extension of the market was required, aud that this Vol. II .. 
liould involve tbe Corporation in a loss, which might be possibly permanent, of some Q.61'15. 
thousands a year . 

• , If we were to attempt to r educe om tolls so that, there wonld he virtually no Vol. n., 
" balnnce over tbe amount r equired for inter ost rmcl lUa,intcnance I tbink it would be Q. 6176. 
" absolutely impossible tbat the markets of t he town could ever be fUl'ther extended. 
" It is estremely difficult to persuade the ratepayers to spelld large sums of money on 
" markets." . 

M,', Fulford , being asked who would beneut by tne reductiou of tolls, nad no doubt V.til" 
that the money would go " into the pockets of the sellers. We will suppo3e that we Q. 61 '~. 
" proceeded so to rcduce the tolls as to give away the whole of the net receipts it 
" would ill that .~as~. be pogsible to reduce the tolls and rents something like one-fifth 
" 20 per cent. ." ." How are we to take off a fifth of 1<1. on 6lbs. of butter 1 We 
.~ could certainly t..1.ke a fifth off 18. 4d., which is chargeable upou a carcass, Ii:: >II 

" but supposi.ng we took 3(l. off it is inconceivable that it would ever reach the 
U consumer." 

Mr. W. H. Talbot, Deputy l'own Clerk of Manchesoor, expresseel very similar 
opinions, as will be seen by the following oxtract from his evidence before the 
Commission. 

" 13,906. Your Committee, you say, fully considered the answers which they sent Vol. VII., 
" up to u s ?- 'fhey aid so. Q. 18,900 

" 13,907. And they considered, amongst other things, question 24, as to the possibility 
" of reducing the tolls so as to make the markets as far free and open as possible?
" The answer is: 'The Corporation receive rents, staliages, and tolls for the land 
" 'occupied and the accommodation afforded by the covered and other markets 
., 'provided by the corporation. Shoulll an occasion arise for revising the rents, 
" , stallages, anel tolls fixod by the Manchester Order of 1884, the Corporation would 
.. 'be prepared to enter upon that question. They think that what they did in 1884 
" • they wonld repent upon a.ny future occasion if cause arose. They strongly object 
" , to the suggest ions in question 24, and deprecate any legislation in that direction.' " 

.. 13,908. Have you anything to .dd as to the opiuion of your Council upon that 
/I latter point 1- W e do not see why, ha.ving one undertaking for the benefit of the 
" ratepayers which yields flo profit, we should sUlTender that profit, when so many 
" ma.tters which we undert.ake, like baths aud washhouses, and libraries, and so on, are 
" necessarily a source of very considerable annual deficit. VVe see no justice in such 
.. a suggestion . 'rills is property that has been paid for, and is used without any . 
14 oxtortion, or without any unfairness. We think, also, that it would open the door 
II to great abuse if the paTties were to occupy this market gratuitously. They would 
" have very handsome annuities ; 'perpetua~ ~ellsi oner:)' is not, perhaps,. ~he eXI)ression 
" to use, but it would be tantamount to glvmg them handsome annlllties, I should 
., hope that they would aIlOVl' me, if I become superannuated, to hold one of them. I 
" think it would amount almost to that, a.nd that great evils and favouritism a.nd 
.. corruption of all kinds would slip in in giving people an advantage for which they 
If did not pay what it was fairly worth, 

" 13,909. You think that all the advantage would be given to the occupiers of the 
" stalls 1-Yes; and I should like to say that we do not think the consumers would be 
.. perceptibly benefited by it. 

"13,910. That would depend, of course, upon what proportion the commission bore 
.. t<> the total am<>unt of srues made 1-1 think the commission m.y be stated to be 
" a very small per-celltage upon the value of .the business done j that is stated in 
II one of our answers . 

.. 13,911. Supposing that the whole 12,OOOl. a year were given up, do you think 
II that the consumers of Manchedter would pay anything less for the commodi~ies 
.. that they purchase in the markets 1-1 thi'nk there would, b. no reduction so far as 
<I they are concerned." 
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11 0 ROTAy. COl\[)IIS5JON ON !lfARKET 'RTGFrT:>: A1o.'D TOr.L!': 

Mr . C. Bl'adb.ugh, M.P .. who jg the most. pr~minen.t adv~cate of the schelll~ of 
f1'ee and open markets, recognise~ somo of t.be (h:ffi cu~tles WhICh the l?cal authorIties 
might expel'ieuct' whore the gl'OW'lDg popul~tlOn necef:!s~tated an expendltUl'e .of capit~'\ l 
on the increase of the market accommoll:l.tlOn. In e\~ldellCe befo1'e us he saul:-

H I submit, tilllt when the t,olls are in the lUlutls of t·he local authorities, the tolli; 
" which thoy levy on foods ought never to be in relief of the rntes. hut should be only 
" sufficien t. to vroyide, first. for the maintenance amI necessary ('xtension of the 
" market ; secondly, for n siu'\...ing fund for the repayment, spread.over not too long 
.' a term or \'em'S (say, th il't;- ye~lJ's, Wh1Ch seems to 111e to he suffiCiently long), of aU 
.. moue"s eXl)elllled in accl'lil'ino' ri o'hts, pl1l'cla ~illg land, and fll'ecting buildings ; RTI{l 

" I think also that tbe tolls mio-ht be so calculated ns to provide n. small, not 3. 

{( lal'ge, l'esel'Y('! 01' contingency fU~lc1 t~ meet S~t1clCll illcreas~s of popul~tion .. Sometimes, 
'" ill the cri se of new IDa.l1ufactul'm ro' llldnstl'Jes, there are mstallCE'S, 111 which there bas 
.: been incl'ense of popul:l.tion whi~h has rendered necessary an increase of market 
" accommodation; n.ncl Lhere would he, I thiuk, no ha.rlll (l,ud some advantage in the 
" power to have :1 contillgency fund. nll t too large, for such purposes." 

Mr. Casson. who advocated t.he same system, would prevent the Local Authority 
fl'om making any profit out of markets, 01', as he oxplainod, anything more than a safe 
margin . Upon being asked a. question as to tlw person who would bonefit by :t 

l'emissioll of tolls, he saiJ:-
.• My cOlltcut.iou wOll ld be that so long fI~ there is fr t'c competition, and the number 

,. of the (le:tlel's is not limited so that they could torUl n. ring, the price of the 
" commodities is bound to go down so soon as n.llything which is equivalent to a tax 
H upon the commodities is remitted. 

Mr. Casson further explained his objects thus :-
'"lfy 'VieW' is that the market shou}cl be really in competition against the shop-keepers 

.. in the town as may not have any 70cus stancli, that is to say /shopkeepers who are 
" dea:ling in commodities, such as butchers mea~ an.d agricultural pl'~duce, and things 
•• whIch could be sold cheaper and morc I'eadlly 1ll t he market. T hose shopkeepers, 
" fi\xcept so far as they ha...-e a private -trade of their Owll, would find the market in 
<, competition with them, and the natural result would be that such of them as were 
" unnecessary would die out." 

When reminded that the shopkeepers pa.id rates, that outsiders paid none, and t.hat 
to provide a free place for those who came from out.side WaS unfair to the shopkeeper, 
Mr. Casson feU back upon the principles of free trade. but he was willing to make this 
concession : .. that the people who come into the market and enjoy the accommodation 
" should still pay so much of the cba.rge that is now levied as represents rent, because 
.. rent is nu item which, taken as a general rule, does not enter into the cost of 
U production, and renr. therefore falls upon the selier. I would still let it fall upon 
" him, and he would not then be in u111air competition with the local tradesmen, but 
u would only be a serious competitor so far as the local tradesmen, by their number 
" being considerably in excess of the needs of the town, have invested more capital 
., than the needs of the trade require, and were necessarily compelled to exact hio-her 
H profits than would ot.bel·wise he necessary." 0 

As to fixing the l'Cllts to be pa.id, Mr. Casson ,1ras willillO" to leave them to free 
competition, provided such competition were stifted by alway~keeping the supply of 
accommodation in excess of the demand. 

(J. "How would you get at the l'ents that should be paicll .. 
. ~ Free compe~tlOn would settle. that-~ot su~h c?mpetitjo~ as there is at present, 

f( whel'e there IS a mal'ket halins III the Clty, whIch IS insuffiCIent to ~upply the needs 
" of the salesmen. Under the old system, when a market·place became insufficient 
" for the n~ds of .the mnrket, it was la.wful to extend the market into the adjoining 
"street. 'I hat 18 how I would get at the actual rent-by having the market 
« accommodatlOD as a IDatter of fact In excess of t·he demands for the time being." 

We h:.\,e thought it desil'able to give lh. Casson's views atsowe length, because, with, 
Lhe exception of Mr. C. Bradlaugh. ~LP .• he is the only ,"itnes8 appearing before us 
who has conteilcled for the principle of free rmd open markots. 

It should be l'emel??el'ed that . Mr. Casson'~ plan, tnkan jn its flntirety, is this, to 
compel Local .A.uthontIes to acqUIre market nghts and establish markets where none 
exist, to provide ample accommodation, to exercise their .rights lmder the strict super
vision of a depB:rtm~n~ of the State, ~o .ha.ve those rights cut down. even while the 
market undertaking IS In debt t o the SllDple levy of dues for accommodation provided 
in th e market and when the market is clear of debt to provide the market tenant wit.h 
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'ICCOllllllouution at tho lUcro cost of maintenance without anv r ecral'J to the oricinal 
~5t. In order to carry out this scheme, local authorities would ha';o to borrow la;gely 
an(l to ple~Jge the r ates fo~' the repayment O! the (lebt wj ~h interest. F requently, as we 
are nS5ured by severrll wltnesses, (Iud a.~ IS proved by accouuts submi t ted to us, a 

, . ~ 

m,ll'kct upon which to considerahle SU Ill has becu expendell is fOJ: a time- ~1 l oss ; but 
instahneuts of the lonn awl interest t hereon have to be paid annually, and the deficiency 
hns to be su pplied lJY the ratepayers. rfbe r"lefi ciency may be permanent. 01' IOllg 
contill~l ed. mIll the ratepayers must suffer a~conli\lg] y. but if t he undcl·taking sho~d 
pl'ove m ally degree success~u.l, the llla l'k,et 18 to be used fo r t,he purpose of weedmg 

• Y . . . , 

out the tradespeople, aml rUlll ll1g ~ome of those who have helped to construct it. The 
resu lt of its success 011 the principles advocated hy Mr. Ca.sson would be to expo."e the 
tl':l.desmcH n.t whose ex.pense the market has bcen in part constructed to more severe 
competition ending in the dimin ution of their lltllnbel·s. 

1'110 case of n. market which does not yieltl l.\ revenue sufficient to pay iuterest and 
instalments of loo.n is by no means ml'U, auLl in i:iome cases the mark et is being o-radually 
fl'eed from aobt by contributi.ons of the ratepaym·s. If in such cases so so~n. as the 
market debt ... vas paid the charges were to be roduced so M only just to covel' current 
expenditul'e, i t is manifest t1a.t n. grea.t injustice would bo uone to the ratepayers. alld 
tbat under slich conditions it would be in m:l.lly cases impossible to obta.in t he llcccssary 
stlnction :lllll consent of tho ratc}J,~yel'.'i to any consluerable eX}lellditure in extending the 
markets. . 

.1 1 .. V 

'Ve }Jave it ill evidence that the markets belonging to the Corporation of London, 
mcluding the Deptford FOl'eign Cattle 1\1 a,rket, yield a very small surplus applicable for Vol.ll., 
the extinction of an euormous debt,. p. 38. 

The markets at Bradford, cited hy a witness as one of t,hase where gJ'eat profits Vol. It., 
were made and appropriated to the relief of rates, are alleged to havo been from 1867 t-o Q. 848. 
188G a Bource of loss to the CorpOl'atioll. I n thn.t period it is stateu. thll.t the Bxpendi· Vol. II., 
tllre including repayment of loans was 51,2511. ill excess of r eceipts. In point of faot Q.6290. 
then the ratepayers paid that sum of money to keep the lllarket g oing. 

The fl'own Olerk of Leeds contends that t he ma.rkets of t ha.t Borough cauSe 1:;0 the Vol. IV., 
town a loss of 1001. a. year, though this fact was not proved to the satisfaction of p. 484. 
Mr. Ohapman. 

The case of Luton, as r elated by Mr. Chapman, i,bough that of a comparatively Vol. IV., 
small market" is illustrative of the point in question. The expenditure (including p.97. 
repayment of loans) is 1,4G9l. ; the income is 1,4211., and :Mr. Ohapman makes this 
comment on the fa.ct..~ :-

" It is though t that al though iu 11i11e y ears there will be a considerable profit on the Vol. IV., 
" markets, some returu should be made to the ratepayers for their expenditl.U'e during p. 98 . 
.. 30 ycur); ." 

HUtldersfield is a.llother place mentioned by Mr. Casson as one where large profits are Vol. n ., 
made out of the markets. Mr. Ohapman' s investigation shows tha.t "the whole surplus Q. 774, 778. 
" is swallowed up in payment of interest on and redemption of borrowed capitaJ. which Vo~o~V., 
" it inUs short of at present by 1001. . p. - • 

At H ull, though there is a considerable surplus which i ::; carried to the Cl'edit of the Yol..IV., 
Borough Fund; this is looked upon as only a fail' return in the way of interest on the p. 4il~ . 
capital sunk. calculated on the estimated value of the sites occupied by the markets. 

At Accriugton there has beeu a. deficit of 150[" t\ year for the last 10 yea.rs; there is Vol. IX. , 
now a surplus balance of about 301. p. 457 • 

. Beverley, Normanby, Rotherham, Billy (Lauc.), Stalybridge" Preston are all of them Vol. IX., 
~imila. l' cases. ID:vestigated by Mr. Chapma.D, of market receipts InsuffiCIent to pay pp. s.s, 96, 
mterest on a.nd mstalment of loan. 191, 258, 

At Belfast we ascertained that the net m arket income is not mOl'e t han three per cent. 398, 491. 
intereat on the capital expended, . nd that though the debt has been considerably ~o~~r" 
redl1cod, this has been effected by recourse to the corpor.te funds of the city. . ' 

RECORDS OF PElOES. 

Om' attention has been frequently caned to the desirability of obtaining from 
market authorities authentic records of prices of commodities sol(1 in markets. 

Although this subject is not specifically mentioned in the Reference to us we have 
received evidence thereon from several witnesses, and, inasmuch as one of the uses and 
advantages of markets is to determine by open competition the value of commodities 

0 1 
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1\2 UOY'\L COlllllS51OX ON M.U:KET HhJ IIT8 AND T uLLS : 

as betw~en buyer and seHer , we directed our Assistant Commissioners to inquire in 
the several places which they ~~ited whether or not slIoh records wero obtained and 
published b.y" the mal'ket aut.ho~lhei5 or other.::. . . 

I n England it appeal's t,bat" if w.e except the l'etul'llS of prIces of c01:n obta~lled by 
the Board ('Of Trade in cer tain tYPlca! and selected markets, and the prIces of JUl.Y and 
straw recorded in the Smithfield Hay Market by the Corpomtioll of the City of 
ILondon no informatiou as to price;;:. of a trustworthy chnI"acter is :mywhel'e snpplied 
to the p~blic . . . 

I t is true that the Agl'icultural Returns annually pubhsbetl contam statements as to 
prices col1ected from various sources, more 01' les5 to be depended upon for accuracy. 
In the cnse of meat sold at the Centl'al Meat Mnrket those statements of prices are 
based upon the retul'llS a! t~e R~gis~ral'-Genel'a), ~hi o~ might appertr to give to t~ose 
pIices the stamp of officJal lllvest,jgatIOn, but upou 11l f}Ull'Y we learn that thcse prl.Ces 
are merely taken from the newspapers of the day, 

:Major Craigie, fOI:Ill ~rly Secretary of ~he Central ChaIllb~l' of Agricultnre, and n,ow 
Director of the Statlst.ical Depart.ment of the BO:'ll"d of .Ag1'1culture, gave the followmg 
evidence before us :-

"11,705. (Ohairman.) You are strongly impressed with the importance of acclll':'l.ic 
" price records and of official quotation s ?-In at,tempted researches tbat. I have 
" endeavoured to make myself, I have been much impressed with t.he absenco in this 
" country of accurate price records, :vhich coult~ be c.ompared fI:om time. to time .fol' 
U the purpoEc of either actual marketmg or of discussmg economlCal questIOns bearmg 
u on the var iation of prices or the values of produce. 

"11.796. ,\Vill you state what. you consider to be the advantage of accurate price 
" l'ecords 1-The advantage seems to be two-fold : market reports if inaccurate lllay 
" mislead fa.rmers and producers in sending forward their supplies to the market ; 
H again, inaccurate 0 1' incomplete market reports are misleading 10 the consnmer as 
" showing the wholesale prices to be on a totally different level f rom tha.t OIl which 
" they really stand , preventin~ fai r comparison with what is charged in retail trade 
" for commodities anel generally hinderilJg business. 

" 11,797 . As a matter of fact. is the complaint; at present that the records of prices 
,. that exist are inaccurate. or that they are imperfect ?-I think both complaints 3re 
H ma.de. They are cer tainly impedect, for they are not at all exhaust ive ; t hey are 
" not voucheu fOI' by any official authority ; they may be uften supplied by what arc 
II designated rings 01' bodies of persolls in t·he market whose interests are not the same 
" as the interests of the producer s or COllsumers transacting businoss in that market. 
U Dea.lers or middl~me.n have l'eally to a la.rge extent the control of the quotations that 
" appear in the pnpers, and which are adopted for Parliamentary purposes in the 
.. Government returns. 

II 11,798. I t is obvious that a perfectly aCCUl'at.e recurd would be of advantage to 
" statistioians :lIld persons concerned in economic inquiries 1-1 think one of the g!'eat 
II difficulties of those inquiries in the past has been the absence of good records of 
U prices of food at different dat.es, properly comparable records ; and without a 
II different for m of quotation in the case of cattle and meat from that which is now 
" in vogue, I do Dot see how such records can be obtained. The records of prices 
a which we now have are estimated prices, a very different matter from records of the 
.• actual ?usiness don e ;. and no recor,d i.n .the case. of catt,Ie would be complete unl~ss 
" somethlDg mora defimte than t he mdlvldual alllmal wa.s taken as the ullit ; the lIve 
II weight. or some-thing equivalent to it, must be imported into the transactioll before 
" you ca.n get an accurate resul~ in the case ~f live stock. Complete and official ma,rket 
" returns would also he useful III su~h questIOns as &1'e now agitated aga.in of a return 
" to produce rent,s, 

"1l,799. Will you explain that phrase' prodnce rents' !-The question has been 
H very much agit,ated ot recent years 'whelihel' there might not be a l'~currence to some 
" extent to the old practice of pa.ying rents for farms, not in a. fixed money pa.yment 
.. as i s cnstomary , but on a. sliding sca1e, depending on the vulue of the produce. At 
" one time these produce r ents, which still exist in some parts of the country. were 
" wholly dependent upon corn, but llow t he sale of meat fr om:l, farm is a so much more 
U important element in many cases than corn, that any new sort of produce rent 
" would have to embrace much more than cOJ'n, Therefore it would be useful to h&1'6 
" accurate price records of ~eat for t,he pUl'~ose of settling such produce rents .. In 
u the case of Ireland partIcularly the questIon of the method of obtaining pl'lces 
" I believ.e is a very s~rious one: The scale of prices recently adopted on which rents 
" 3!'e r eVIsed by offiCIal authonty has been, I am told J or is likely to be challenged 
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• ( as 3D unfair representation of the prices prevailing ill particula.r localities. If 
" some such system as I Huggest were adopt.ed it might aid in the obtainiu.!! of 
,; nccurate records both of local values and of freueral averaO'es for rental a.nd for ot.her 

,. ~ 0 

" pnrposes. 
Ag n.n illustr~tion of market quo[atio~s of current prices. cullected hj priyute 

enterprIse assummg the chamcter of offiCJal records, we m3Y ll1sti\llCe the statistics 
of prices of meat at the Central Meat· Market in London. 'fhe agricultural returns 
contain annua.lly st~\tistics of comparative prices at this market, and t1e~e s t..'l tistics arc 
s3id to h~ compiled from the returns of the Reo-istrur_Generfll. The Re ... ·istrar . 

I
. . 0 ;:, 

General, upon 0111' app lcatlOn as to the source of his 1'eturn~, i<-t ates that <. thll 
" quarterly average pl'ices of llleat at the :Metl'opolitan :Moat l\i<ll'ket given ill his 
., quarterly return are th~ means of the weekly quotations published each 'Week ill 
.. the' Mark Lane Express.'" 

We may st.ate the result of our inquiries as to Tet.urns of prices illlli otropolitall 
markets. 

In the Central }'fea,t Market DO offici:d r eturn of pl'ices is made. Vo1.1!., 
In Billingsgate liarket the superintendent returns H a monthly official statement to Q. 127. 

the Board of Trade of the prices aud the weight of water-borne fisb." As regards Vol. H .. 
t.he weight, he obtains information from the different Steam Carrying Companies; but Q. 100·1. 
it does not appear that the return of prices is more than an estimate. 

In the Centrlll l!' ish Market an official takes note of the prjces mn.l'ked on the Yul. lL, 
stall boards and makes inquiries of the salesmen. Q. I9Su. 

At the I slington Market the clerk and collector fUTnishes the B oa.rd of Agriculture Vol. II., 
with the market prices on Mondays and Thursdays. He explained that be obtained Q. '21·'. 
these by inquiring in the market from salesmen aDd buyers. He admitted that as the 
quantity of meat to be yielded by any anima.l was Dot ascertained, the prices 
which he returned as being at the rate of so mnch per stone mnst be estimates , and 
that his information was derived almost entirely from commission agents and butchers. 
In the various country rnnd;:ets which our Assistant Oommissioners visited, it was found 
that such returns as ,yere made wel'e due to the enterprise of local newspapers ; but 
very generally these reports were regarded as of li t tle value. 

In Ireland, in consequence of the general practice of bringing produce into the 
market in bulk, and weighing it at a public weigh-house, there is evidence of some 
systematic efforts t o r ecord prjces of various commodities. 

At Belfast tl1C clerk of the market.s keeps a record, obtained by inquiry f rom Vol. YII, . 
sellers, <lnd a copy is furnished daily to the newspa,pel'B. 'l 'ho f}l OWll 01el'k produced Q. 6S:>S-~O. 
an agreement between a provision merchant and n. fal'IDOr for the s upply of "potatoes, 
butter, milk, oats, meal, and chafl'" at statod periods at the current market prices in 
"Belfast on the clay of each such delivery." He spoke of these agrooments as not 
uncommon, n.ud he instn.Dced them as evidence of t.he coufidence which was ' placed in 
the records. 

Mr. Hugh Crawford, the olerk ~f the markets, gave evidence ns to the means employec1 vo~ Y IL, 
for ascertaining prices. 'l'he weighmast.ers ask the sellers the price of the articles Y,~3~O:J. 
weighed and make a note of it. It is believ~d that the iufol'lll3.tion is fairly correct. ; lU • 

:It least a. numbAr of quotations of prices are obtained, and the clerk, after examination 
of ~he accounts sent in, records the highest and lowest prices without attempting to ~~\. i;~~3 'ct 
stnke an average, 

One of the weighmasters also gave evidence which scarcely tended to inspire ~O~5~{I., . .( 
confidence in the accuracy of the returns of prices. . ., OJ -li . 

At Cork the peculiar system of fixing prices of butter of different grades of qualitv, y,\. VII., 
which is elsewhere described, enables the clerk to the market trustees to r ecord actuSJ !lP. l 11-11-1. 
prices, and we have obta.ined and printed a complete return of prices in the months of 
June and December in the years 1851-1888, inclusive. 

In the course of our Assistant Oommissioners' inquiries it wa.1l occasionally stated 
that acourate records of prices were kept, but an examination of the evidence shows ~(,I; v., . 
that the more important of these reoords chiefly relate to butter j and as they are kept V~1:~2-3. 
by weighmasters whose practice in weighing seems to be very lax, DO grea.t dependenc~. Q. 19,881-4. 
can be placed upon them. 

In addition to the evidence of Major Craigie on this suhject, we have received Vol . II ., 
valuable information from Mr. W ostley Richards, Sir J. B. Lawes,; Bart., Mr . .Albert Q. 6499, " 
Pell; and Mr. Thom ... Swan, with special reference t<l the desirability and po,sibility of Qqj;b98 et 
obta.ining records of the actual prices realised in markets for ' living animals per unit sel) . ; , 

Qf live weight . . These ,ritnesses urge that meat is of all agricultural products the one Q. 6657, Cl 

of gr~atest value ;. _that the quota.tions of m~rket pricE!s are fallacious and misleading. :-~q6~O"', ct 
a ~6125. 1) .req. 
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1J4 ROYAL COMM1SSION ON ,uAnKET RI GHTS AND TOLLS: 

t.hat these quotations are based on cs~i wu,tes o~ the ql!al1~ity of meat to be ;rielded, 
and tha.t they are generally based on mfol'ma.tton derIved from those whose mterest 
it is to represent prices as greater than they l'eally are. 

They contend that the result of tbose exaggerated staf.?ments of v3.1~e is injuriolls to 
the cousumer and n.lso to the producer. and they pomt out t.hat Inasmuch as the 
owner5 of all cll,ttle market.s where toU is tn,ken a.re compellable by b ,w to provide il 
weiO'l1 ina Ul:lcl!l ne for asct'l't.ainiuO' the weight of cat tle, it would be -practicable to 
obt.~iu f~om a number of importa~t markets returllS of a sufficient number of weights 
of liye animal s Ilud prices real ised for them to indicate the value per stone or 
bundl'eih,eiO'ht of liye weiO'ht . Snch statistics would represent facts which are Dot 
now obtnln~ble and as th~ rat io of the weight of meat to t.he weight of the lire 
ani1l1:l1 can be' Ll e tel'lnilled withiu narrow limits, a record of the live weight price~ 
would indicate the prices of meat far more accurately than any existing returns can ao. 

Mr. Westle.'{ R.ich nrds banded ill cfLl'eful1y constructed tables showing the exaggerated 
character of pl'icE.'. quot.ations of llleat as now currently rendered . 

Sir J. B. Lawes spoke a.s to the pl'acticability of carrying ont t.he scheme and as 
to the limits of deviation iu the rates of meat to live weight .. 

Mr. Albert P ell described the system ulliYersally adopted in the United States of 
sellin"'" ca1.t.le by live wciO'ht., and Mr. Thomas Swan. a. large seller of cattle in Scotland, 
testifi~d to the all\'nntag~s of the system of selling IJY weight and to the willingness 
with whieh ho would furnish statements of price and weight to an official chanced 
with t.he lluty of collectillg st..'ltistics. 'rhe witnesses concur in the vjew that a record 
of ~aml'lo sales ill certain impor tant markets could without difficulty be collected and 
would be lJcnefici al to lJoth producer and consumer. 

Considerable dis:latisfaction was expressed by these witnosses aud others who gave 
eyidcnce hefore OUl' Assistaut Commissioners as to tho manner in which many market 
authorities have ostensi bly complied with the provisions of the Act requiring them to 
put up weighing IDncbiues. l\f:my of the authorities are said to have put their machines 
in inconvenient phces, others ha.ve not supplied sufficieut machines, aud it is suggested' 
that every market 3.utbol'it,y should l)e r equired to have sufficient and suitable accommo· 
dation for weigh ing, and t.hat thpse conditions should he enforced by inspectors under 
1.he Board of Trade or t11e Board of Agriculture. 

SCOTLAND. 

Mr. W . N. Lindsay called our attention to the misleading methoa adopted in 
Edinburgh of obtRining the average prices of corn and other gra.in. 

A large quantity is sold by sample, and only ~ small quautity from grain actually in 
the market, so that only a very small proportIon of the grain solel in the Edinburgh 
:Market is recorded in the average. 

As an illustration of this, Mr. Lindsay stated in reply to the Cbairman (L ord Balfour 
of Burleigh) :-
" " 14:,288. You have put in y?ur ~tntement, a.. cutting from a. newspaper of the 3rd of 

ApnI18S9 ; does that cuttmg lD any part illustrate the point you are now Wishing 
H to make !-Yes, exactly. . 

" 14,289. Will you point out t o me in what part it does 80 !-For inst.ance the total 
" sales of wheat in the Edinburgh Market are stated to be 24 qua.rters 'of barley 
" 87 quarters, of oa.ts 767 quarters, and of beans 20 quarters. If you iook at' it-, 
,;; there are 104 quarters of wheat sold, that is not in the market and only 24 quarters 
" are sold of what is in the market. t 

" 14,290. The statement is that 30 quarters of wheat are in stock' that of the 
.. ,;heat in stock there were sold 24 .quarters, and from sample bag; 80 quarters; 
" no I uuderst.nd from J Oll that 1ll striking .the average price only the price of the 
I< 24 quarters would be taken mto conSIderation, a.nd not the price of the 80 quarters? 
" - Quite so. 

" 14,291. Do you desire to r epresent to the Commission that there is a likelihood of 
" any error except this, that a smaller average quantity i. regarded than if the whole 
.. wer< taken mto account 1 Do I understand you to indicate that the 24 quarters 
" IVas of worse quahty, or of betler quality, than the 80 quartersl-1 should say thai 
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" the n.vernge of the whole would make a more coneet averoge or r.be g'r:-t:n in .he 
" district sold on that day than the 2.} quarters. 

" 1-!,292. Because the larger t.he quantity Vall o-et t,he mol'C likely YO U are to b~ 
" correct ?-Oerta.inly. .. 0 • . ' 

" 1..}.293. But you do not snggest to tlJe COlflllll.:.:siou thnt. tlu~ a\'el'~We of .Sf) quarters 
.< would be b.ettel' tban the average of the ~4 qua.rters ~-No ; I 5h(~11d suggei't that. 
'" all the gram bought {l,t tbe market shunld be put toget.her. ':rhel'e is ::lnother head 
" grain which is s~ld on stools, which.!s taken no notice of. A fal'mer hrings in 7 1b5,: 
,. 01' 10 Ibs. of gram, and be exposes It on the top of a stool, and that is not taken into 
" consideration at all . 

. ' 14,294. I s th~re not an a.~'gumeDt on the other side, that, if yon are going to strike 
" an avt:rage p1'1oe, the gram should be seen to make sure tbn t it is actunll r of the 
I' quality tba.t it is sa.i~ to ~e; hecn.~lse is it not couceiy~ble ~hat somebody might haye 
" a bad qUflhty of gram which ~e wished to sell, and whIch . 1f brought into the market, 
" would 10w'e.1' the average pl'lCe, a.nd so do harm t o the lllfirket. 'Whereas if it was 
" brought in and seeu, the price of the day would be lower, while if it was kept out 
:: a.nd still taken into account and not seen, the average of the market would not be 
" brought down by what is bad quality grain '?--No, it cannot be sold at aU unless it 
is seen. 

" 1-1,295 . But the sample oa]y is Heell ?-Yes, 
" 14,296 . And a dishonest person might for his own purposes bring in an unfair 

" smuple ?-Ip_ that case it wonld fall upon himself again. If be did not sell wha.t 
.. was represented by the sample it woul,~ come back upon himself <lO'3oin, so that it 
" is not fOl' his interest to do anything of that sort." 0 

AO'ain he points out that at the last meeting of the Commissionera of Supply at Vol. VU. 
Edi:burgh, they complained very much of the "fiars" prices, and recommended that Q 14,:3:)1'. 
if this a.vera.ge was struck correctly, it would be a more reliable returll than the 

o(i fiars" prices. 
The method of obtaining the record of prices is as follows;-
" 14,:354. How is the record of prices kept ?- It is kept in an office in the market, 

II a.nd there is a clerk there for the purpose. He keeps a book, and when a perscn 
" brillCTs in a sample he has to record the quantity that he has for sale. and he gets a 
" tick~t accordingly. Then, when his half hour is up for selling, he has t,o come back 
H and report what he h as sold it for, or if he has not sold it. 

"14,355. Do you rely entirely upon the word of the man who sells i- Oertainly. 
" 14,356. Have you any reason to suppose that they give wrong prices ?-None 

" whatever. . 
"14,357. There is no objection OD the part of the sellerEI and buyers to the prices 

" being known ?·-Nontl whuwver. If you asked the people who are more intimately 
" connected with the trade of the day they would say: ' I do not want to kno,v the 
" prices, I know them already.' It is ?I~re b~neficial .to ~eo1?le outside. :t>ut not, to the 
" people inside. For purposes of statlSt.tCal miormatlOll ,I t ,1S very desm.lb~e that the 
" record of prices should be complete and accura.t~ j lmt It IS not for the ~nt.arest of 
.( people who are in the trade, and who are bUYlllg every day, that everythmg t:lhould 
" be known. 

"14,358-9. You think the prices are correct '/-1 think so. I haye no reason to 
" doubt it. 

"14,360. And that they are at the present moment a correct iudex of t he prices 
" of home o-rain ~-I£ they were all taken j but they are not all taken, only a very 
I< smail proportion of the prices of borne grain are taken, and that is what I complain 
'" of-their not being an taken. 

"14,361. I understood you to say that tbe home grain was brought in bulk, and 
U that the forejgll grain was brought jn sample ?-Only ~ small ~roportio7l of ~he 
U home grain that is brought to the market and sold there IS t.aken Into conSIderation 
" at all for the average price. 

" 14,362. Then there is a good deal of home grain sold. also by sample l-Yes." 
He· concludes by saying that if an average were struck on the. whole of the tralls 4 

actions that take place it would be a great advantage ~o all parties, and there would 
be correct averages. - , 

l' 2 
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lIn I tO\'.H. CO"D[J~SJOX 0:, l IAP.KET RIGHTS A:,,{ n TOLLS: 

FORl!:IGN MARKETS. 

In cOIlJH'xion with Lhe subject of price records we \\7oul? draw attention to the 
reports nnd e\idence of Major Croigie on the. mal'ke.ts. of Paris and Brussels, and also 
to the r eports of Mr. Egorton and Mr. Gosselin 0 11 those markets. 

It will he seen that t.he sr stem of ma.nagement of these markets is such as to afford 
much !ll'e:l ter faciliti es th~u exist 'in this c.ountl'Y for obtaining a.ccllrate information 
M to (i1.l:1ntities of commodities brought into the markets, and as to the actual prices 
rt'a li ~e(l. rrhe octroi duties of Paris supply information as to the quantit ies of a very 
large proportion of the cOIDmodit.ies euterin~ the ci ty , and these s~atistics ar~ supple. 
mentel l lJy those of tbe mftl'ket.s. Sellers 1U the market.s of P arIs ore subJ ected to 
an :1 1110m;t of interference aud control which would seem strange and arbitrary to 
people jn tbis kingdom. For instance, " In e~ch section of the Hal~es according' . as 
•• they arrive the pat·ka-crcs have 0. lll1mber assigned to them by a pohce ngent, whICh 
" l1mubel' settles the ord~r in which they are to -he put up for sale." 

Consignees of goods, whether commi ssion agents, auc~oneer8, or dealers, have to 
ma ko L1nily declarations of the Humber of prtcknges received, the amount of goods 
li nhle to cbn,l'g'o, :111(1 of the n.1ll0Ullt of the charge. As the rate of chn.rge varies 
consi.lol':t.hi y acC'ol'(lillg t·o t.he class in whlch the commodity is pln.ced, the declnratio.ns 
ot t.llC dealers alHl others snpply information ill dctni l as to the supply of each class. 
Table:.: given in 'Mujor Craigie's report (pp. 47-51) show how minute aro the details of. 
market records. 

With rega.rd to sellers in the llll\l'kets-
" There is no limitlLtion to t.he right of indiviiluals under the decree of 1878 to make· 

" direct salos in the markets . 
u But it is necessarv that the pcrson conduct.ing any auction should be jnscribed' 

" as n ' factellT' in n i'egister kept at the Commercial Tribunal of P a.ris, nobody but 
" 'fa.otouI'S' baying th~ right of selling in the market. by public nuotioD. . Such person 
, ; 1ll1.U;t, be F rencL, of not less than 25 years of n~e, and mnst have been recommended 
" by t·he • mnil'E'I' of hi ~ v]ace of residence, I\llel by five commercial men, consular 
" electors of Paris, nnd further he must have deposite.d in the city treasury security 
., to tho amount of 10,000 francs. The Commercial Chamber can refuse or assent t.o. 
Il the demand of the woula-be • factenr.' and the latter on admission has to take an 
" oath that be will honestly fulfil his duties. 

" Before entering into these duties he must get his certificate countersigned both 
" by the 1.Jrefect of th~ Seiue and tl::e Prefect of Police, and ill case of any infraction' 
a by the ' facteul's ' of the administrat i,-e regulations or of the police r egulations, 
os the Pl'efect of the Seine 01' the Prefect of Police has to take n.ction according a!l 

., t.be offeuce regards. the mu~cipality, or it be question of public moraJ.i.ty, order, or 
" health, nnd the' facteurs ' may be Rccordingly reprimanded, suspended, or dismissed 
" hy either of t.he above-mentioned authorities. I n the latter case, however, the 
" sentence must be confirmed by the MiDister of Commerce." 

Tue ., fll.cteul's" arc bound to furnish a copy of all their proceedings to the Prefect 
of t.he Seine and tbe Prefect of P olice, and thus f< in the case of sales by auction an' 
actual record of trn.uMctions is obtained each day." 

Major Craigie draws attention to some curious and unexplained change in the 
method of snle.i adop ted in different classes of commodities in the markets of the 
Halles. 'llhus auction sales of meat in 10 years have decreased from 46 per ceut. to ' 
14 pel' ceut. of the total quantity, while in other commodities, excepting fish, auction 
sales seem to lie as much resorted to as before. Butter is sold entirely, and poultry 
to I,h. extent of fo ur-fifths by auction. 

With regard to prices of live stock, sold at the great market of L. Villetto, -tho
same witness df1RCribe:s the efforts which. have been made byagl:icultural a-ssociations 
aml prominent individual agriculturist.s to obtain records of price according to the ' 
!'enl weight of the live animal, and the progress of pubHc opinion in favour of such 
records, but h'e states that opposition is offered by those whose interests are interfered 
wita by the reform, and that, except in the case of pigs, these efforts and the 
provisioI!. of weighing machin~s "h~ve I)ot largel;r inflqenced ~h e coursl:' O~ tJ:ade." 
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'£hrl'c Me, however, two 1'I.ut ilol'itatiYe statements. of the prices of thc cattlu lUal'k~t 
at La Vilt.ette publishe?: 1.'he market authorities collect and publish information Vol. VI!., 
daily showlUg the 9.Uo.nhties ~n the . market, the sources of supply, the destination of p. 211, &c. 
t.he stock sold, wIth an o~clal . estImate of the menn, live weight pel' anima.l and of 
the highest and lowest prlC()S m each class. But It is observed with reference to 
these records : "It. is a prominent complaint among producers that. an accurate record 
" iE DOt obtained, notwithstanding the official form in which this seems secured, 
<I seeinO' that tbf'l J1At weight must be no more than an estimate while so little use is 
" made

o 
of the weighbric1ge ill the market." 

An :llterna.tive form of official price I:e~ord is pl:epared at the ~1inistry of Agriculture 
in t·he form of a weekly stntement, grvlllg pa.rt.Iculars for eorh day of the number 
of oxen, cows, calves, sh~ep, and pigs, the estimated average weight, t.he daily plice 
in three grndea of quahty ; tot.al and average results for the week, with similar 
particulars for t.h.e same period in the f?~r preceding years. 

The me~ns whlch the market a~thorItle~ ~ake to seeu ~·e. accUl'acy in ~heil' Own l '~port 
are described at length by Major Cralgle. The Mnllstry of Agncul ture obtains 
its information through the police. These two reports, althOllO'h derived fl'om V 
different sources, exhibit only slight discrepancies. 0 Q~li2~~Ii: 

Tbe markets of Brussels are fully described by Major Craigie. A portion of the Vol. 'Ill., 
Central HaIles devoted to sales by auctIOll IS let to one auctioneer who is bound to p.238. 
receive all gooils sent to him, and to put them up for sale as far as possible in the 
order of their ar rival. The classification of articles and the order in which each class 
is to he put up are minutely laid down. The ma.ximum commission of t.he auctioneer 
is fixed, and he is bound to submit his books t,o examination by the City Controller 
when reqn.i~ed. In the .fish market the Municipal Rece.iver directs all the .operations 
of the auctIOn sale, receIves the sale money, and pays It over to the COCSIO'llor after 
deducting market dues. 10 

In the ca.ttle maI'ket of B~'nssels weighbridg~s are very largely nsed, and purchase by Vol. VIL, 
live weight is very general In the case of n.mmals of the better class. I< All the best p. 240. 
" stock'" are. it may be said, placed on the scales as a regular matter of business. 
" '£he negotiations between the buyel'~ and Reilers turn on the question of the price 
u to be given per kilo. of the live weight, that being greater or less accordina to the 
" judgment anivec1 at as to the quality, condition, and per-centage of meat c~rried by 
" each animal. When agrE'lement is reached on the price the beast is placed on the 
" weighbridge by the seller, who pays 50 c. for the record of weight, which is given 
" him iu the form of a ticket or bulletin, of which I append a copy, the weight being 
" recorded also on a counterfoil retained at the office, where it is available for the 
" record of mean weights entered in the 'n:eekly statements rendered to the municipality 
.. by the chief inspector of the market. 

" Returns are furnished of animals sold in the market and received into the abattoir, 
.. wherein both the prices per kilo. of live weight aDd the prices per kilo. of dead 
II meat are set out in three qualities in each case, and as respect.s each class of stock, 
H together wi~h the mean or avero.ge price of both live and dead weight. In the 
" absence of officially recorded prices from actual transactions by registered auction 
" sales-as in the wholesale fish market-tbe price of each d.y must be computed by 
" simple inquiry in the market by the responsible officers. I append a form of the 
" table which is prepared and published monthly by the municipal authorities, the 
" college of the burgomaster and ' echevins ' which indicates the extent of information 
U given, a.nd the authority which vouches for:its accuracy." 

It is worthy of nota j,hat in the abattoir. rigid inspection of meat is carried out, 
and meat certifiod B8 wholesome by the iMpector is officially stamped on eaoh 
quarter. Similar means are taken to secure the wholesomeness of all dead meat 
brought into the oity of Brussels. 

The information as to pr ices obta.ined from the cattle market is made use of in . 
official publications, whioh are quoted from by Major Craigie, who concludes bis Report 
with these observations ;-

"The general use of the weighbridge by the Belgian agrioulturists in the sale of · 
II other stock than sheep, even although the practice is, a8 . I have shown, optiona.l 
" and not obligatory-in ,he market of Brussels, is evident f rom the form in which 
U references are made to CUITent quotations of value in all agricultural reports and 
"discussions. Many examples could be quoted on this point, and the . use of tbe 
" live-weight quotatioIlS .VEll! for store ,tock as wen as fat stock illustrated . . 

n 
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" But I have submitted, in the figures already given, sufficient d~ta to show the 
" value of market quotations of n. relatively a~curate and at l~as~ defimte nature,. such 
.. as the use of the weigh·bridge renders pos.:nbl~. I have mdlcated the pracmce of 
" the Belaian authorities in callina for and makmg use of the market returns; a-nd 
" the importance, from a public °point of view, of ~he info~mation thus rend~red 
.. available must be obvious. I cannot, bowever, fall. to p(:n~t out how materIally 
" the preparation and compa~ison of all s.uc~ recorus IS £aCll~tated by the adv~tage 
" "Nhieh both France and BelCYlUID possess III the use of the deCImal system both tn the 
Ii currency of the country amlin the metric system of weights employed." 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The conclusions at which we have arrived, founded on the evideDce taken before us, 
n.nd summarised in our Report as above, are the following:-

I. It is obvious that the restrictioD, the removal of which is now proposed, belongs 
to a statA of society wholly different from that of the present day. The distance 
fixed as that within which no market is to be allolved to compete with any other is 
assumed to be t.hat which the local residents would not exceed when bringing their 
produce for sale. It seems to have been thought desirable that each locality should 
have its own commerci<Jl centre, and it was desired that all sales and purchases should 
take place there (vide p. 9, ant,) . The existence of railway communication, and 
generally the changed conditions of modern life, have rendered this limitation arbitrary 
and inconvenient. 

Where, however, the monopoly rights, which we desire to abolish, have existed 
from time immemorial, crea.ted and protected by law. we consider that the owners of 
these rights are entitled to fair compensation for the legal abolition of their privilege i 
following in this respect the precedent which has been universally adhered to in similar 
cases. 

We have resolved therefore-
(1.) That it is desirable to put an end to tbe syslem under which no person is 

allowed to hold a market within a certain distance of nn already existing market i 
due regard being had to the interests of the present possessors of the monopoly 
rights. 

(2.) '1'hot when monopoly rights, as above described, are done away, the amount 
of compensation equitably due for tbe abolition of such rights shoulrl be determined 
by a Commission appointed for the Durpose; aud that the sums so adjudged 
should be paid to the holders of the rights in question out of the Public Funds. 

II. It does not appear to us to lie within the scope of our functions to advise as 
to the precise source from which compensatiou should be supplied; whether from 
the general revenue of the State, or from local funds derived from the county or 
horough in which the markets affected are situated . It may be that the most 
satisfactory solution would be found in a combination of the two . 
. CODs~de:mg the vagu6ness ... and uncertainty o~ the la.w r~gula.ting these monopoly 

rights, It I~ not probable that . the amount. re<;!UITed for t1oe11" redemption would be of 
such lUa.gn~tude as to place seTIou~ difficulties m th~ way of the operation. 

Where lIttle or no accomm~datio~ has heen provIded for the public hy the owner of 
the ·monopoly rIght, the question will undoubtedly ame whotber he can be held to 
have fulfilled the legal condition on which such right was granted. 

'l'he circumstances of each Case would require separa.te investigation and this would 
be best undertaken by. special tribunal appointed for the purpose.' , 
~en the monopoly of market. rights i~ done away, the objection to markets in 

pl'lvate hands will be greatly dimlDlshed, SInce free competition cannot fail to act a8 
flo check on local abuses. . 

But the desire that markets, whether. actually existing. or' about to be created, shan 
be pl:",~d ill the hands of Local Authorltles IS In our behef general, and the existence 
of this reeling cannot be Ignored; and .there must be many cases in which action Oll 
~e I!Mt of the Local Authorities will he necessary in order to supply the -wants of the 
district. . 

W ~ are therefore of upinion-
(3.) That the Local Authorities, w:heth~r in county or borough,ought to be 

empowered to purchase markets now m private hands, either by agreement or by 
compulslOn, the pnce ill the latter case to be fixed by arbitration. 
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Ill. We do not consider that under any circumstances Local Authorities, bemer 
actually in possession of a maI'ke~, ought to part with their rights and r6sponsibilitie~ 
in reO'arLl to such market. 

Where a D?a.rk~t is so leased the . versons using it aI'e in a worso position than if it 
were wholly In privat.e bauds. For, m the latter case, they would have the resource of 
appealing to the Local Authority to protect them against abuses; whereas in the case 
of a mal'~et 0'I\~ 11f::~ ~ntl lea-sed out by th~ l)oenl Autho~'ity, the Authority itself is 
interested lJl mmntammg an arrangement which tends to raU,6 the value of the property 
so leased or to protect it from diminution. 

We a.rc tberefore of opinion-
(4.) '],hat Loc.1 Authorities should be prohibite<l from leasin" out markets 

saving existing lenses for periods not exceeding seven yeara~ That Locai 
Authorities having leased out ma,rkets for long periods or in perpetuity should 
hilve power to resume possession upon payment of compensation to be settled by 
arbitration. 

We do not thiuk that any compulsion should be placed on the Local Authorities in 
cases where they, and therefore presumably the peoplo of t he district, are content that 
markets should remain in private hands. It is for them rather than for the State to 
determine a question of a character so entirely loca.l. 

IV. We have therefore resolvetl-
(5. ) That no Local Authority ought to be compelled to purchase a market 

now owned by any private person or. company, but should bo free to exercise or 
abstain from exercising the powers proposed to be given. 

V. We hold-
(6.) That the rights to be abolished ought to include octrois, transit taUs, and 

all restraints wha.tever, of a.n ana.logous character, on free sale, purchase, and 
carriago. 

VI. It is evideut that inasmuch as a market is used by other persons besides the 
:esidents ill the boro~h in which it is situated, cases .may and will occur in which th e 
mterests of such residents and those of the more dlstant users of the mar~t will be 
.t variance. The urban ratepayers may gain more by the profit, of the market than 
they will lose by tbe increased price of commodities. The farmer who supplies the 
market receives no advantage from the profits which the Local Authority may make out 
of it. 

I t Seems therefore just and necessary tbat some power of appeal against excessive 
tolls should be given; and we think that this power may be most fitly entrusted to the 
Oounty Oouncil. 

We therefore advise--
(7.) That where compulsory powers to take land, &c. h.ve been or may be 

hereafter granted to Local Authorities owning markets, e.g., a municipality, the 
toll, should not be raised without tbe consent of the County Council; and in 
future cases sball be fixed on agreement witb the County Council. 

VII. We think it also reasonable that. Loc. IAutbority desiring compulsory powers 
to take land should be able to obtain sucb powers with as little cost and delay as 
possible, and we think that the right of granting sucb powers would be most fitly 
vested in the County Council, subject to an appeal to tbe Local Government Board. 

We tberefore recommend- . 
(8.) That County Councili should be empowered to grant to Local Authorities 

owning markets compuleory power to take land, &c., subject to an appeal to the 
Local Government Board. . 

(9.) That whers the Local Authority is itself a County Council, the power :luder 
these two clauses should be exercised by tbe Local Government Board. 

VID. In cases where markets continue to be held by private persons it is desirable 
that some provision should be made against oppressive or inconvenient regulations, 
and for the securing of equal treatment to a.ll classes concerned. This ·can.best be done 
by enforcing the establisbment of fixed rules to be aPProved by some ,competellt and 
llnp.rtial Authority, to which the frequenters of the market shaU be able to appeal. 

We bave therefore concludod-
(10.) That all market owners should be required to make byelaws for the 

administration of tbeir markels. Such byelaws shall be subject to the approval 
of the Local Gove>:ument Board. 

P4 
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IX. For reasons already giveu, we consic1er-
(11.) That the Local Authority for the purpose of the acquisi tion of marke> 

ri~hts should be- . . . 
j . In cities a.nd borotlghs, the MUDlclpal CouncIl. .. , 

!1. In Local Board districts, the Local Board, uutil snpers~w",(l by n. 
DistIict CouDcil, anu then the District Oouncil. 

lll. In other places, the District Council when established, and until that 
time the County Council. 

X . We are fUl'ther of opinioll- . 
(12.) That :in cases where lDm'kets ar~ held by T;u~tees for p~lbhc purposes, 

powers should be given to the Market RIghts. CommisslOn, at t~e n~st311Ce of tho 
Local Aut.hority, to tJ'ansfer to such .AuthorIty the ma.rket wlth Its assets and 
liabi:i ties. subject to the provisions of the trust. . . . . 

(13.) That all markets in hands. of Local Authol'lt1es should be subject to 
the provisions of the Markets and Fall's Clauses Act and Pubhc Health Act. 

XI. 'l'he following further reSol~tion~ are either c?ns~quent on those alreacly 
expla.ined or l'elat.e to matters of detml whIch are dealt WIth III the Iteport. :-

(14.) 'l'hat market l'i.ghts £orme~'ly ~el on~in$' to Corporations now .diss?lv~d, 
and vested p ro iC"in]Jo)'c in the Cha.l'It.y CommIssIOners, should be vested 111 DIstrict 
CouDcils when est.ablishec1, and until that time in the Uounty Council. 

(15.) That where mar~et O'\Y1lers have exercised. no rights Ol~ re~eivec1 no 
tolls or otber charges dUl'rng the seven ye.ars precedUlg t,he date or tbIS Report, 
such rights should be considered as having lapsed . 

Considel'iDO' the length of time during which our sittings have con t.inued, the date 
fixiuo- the l'~solution might with advantage be changed to that of the warrant 
appointing this Commission, viz., the 5th day of July 1887. 

(16.) That market owners levying tolls or other charges without statutory 
powel's should be required to submit to the Market Rights Oommission within 
a certain specified time a Bcale of such charges; and that after such scale 
has been confirmed, section 37 of the Markets and Fail's Clauses Act., imposing a 
peunlty for chargillg unauthorised tolls, should apply. 

(17.) That market owuers not having statutory powers should be required to 
publlsh a seRle of tolls and other charges and byelaws, as required in the cnse 
of markets established under the Public Health Act. 

(J8.) That all powers given to Local Authorities in respect of markets by t.ho 
Public Health Act should be extended so as to include f.irs. 

(19.) That Local Authorities owning fairs should have power, with the 
consent of the Local Government Board, to abolish wholly or partinlly such f.irs 
or to remove the same. 

(20.) Th.t Local Authorities owning markets should be l'equired to keep a 
separate account of income and expenditure. distinguishing capital expenditure, 
and in a form to be prescribed by the Local Government Board; and that such 
accounts should be furnished to the Local Government Board. • 

(21.) 'l'h.t all inequalities of charges in respect of persons or trading classes 
should be prohibited, except upon account of special advantages of position or 
accommodation. .All exemptions of persons from market charges to cease. 

(22.) 'I'hat money payments in all cases should he substituted for tells in kind . 
. -, (23.) That markets which are now required te be provided with machines for 

weighing catHe should be furnished with sufficient and suitable accommodation 
for the same; the question of sufficiency and suitability to be determined by the 
Board of Agriculture, after inspection. 

(24.) That a. Market Rights Commission, te endure for such time as may be 
nece~sary, a.nd to be con8tltu~ed ill such n:tanner as Parliament may determine, be 
appomted to hear and declde all queshons referred te or arising out of the 
foregoing resolutions. 

25. That it is desirable te collect statistics of market prices of ,commodities, 
t.hrough the agency of market owners, as far as may be possible. 
. 26. That it is desirable te collect statistics of· the market prices of mea,t, and 
1U particular that the pnces of cattle at per stene live weio-ht should be collecred 
(in the same manner as the prices of carll are now retul'n~d) jn such markets as 
may he selected for the purpose by the Board of Trade. 
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.All which we humbly submit to Your Majesty uUller our hands and seals. 

HENRY A. P. ROOKE, 

S,'.;rdal'Y · 

15th J anuary 1891. 

- - ---- - _._-- ---

DERBY. 

• BALFOUR OF BURLEIGH. 

• IfUGH C. E. CHILDERS. 

'tJAMES P. CORRY. 

• THOS. MARTINEAU. 

C HA.RLES 1. ELTON. 

J<'RANCIS W. MACLEAN. 

SPENCER CHARRI NGTON. 

J. J. HARWOOD. 

• WILLIAM C. LIT'£LE. 

• J . ALLANSON PICTUN. 

• PIERCE MAHONY. 

It 'fbe.'Se gentlemen while agreeing to the gcneml principles contninetl in the Report and conclusions, object 
to cert~ill conclusion!!, auu ha\'e pointed out their reasons for doing so iu the Supplementary Reports wruch 
follow, and to which they 11l\ve subscribed their names respectively. 

t Sir James P. Curry took pnrt ill the whole of the proceedings and deliberations of the Comm ission, but 
beiog obliged to lc!lve Englund beforc the n cport Wi!S rend)' lol' signature, he authorised the Secretary to sigu 
for hilll. 

• 56125. Q 
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Note by The Lord Balfour of Burleigh. 

I am uuwilling to add to the number of those who are indicating their dissent 
from portions of the report, but I feel bound to place all recorel my Opll110U that It 
is Dot. wise to suO"gcst that auy grant of money from ImperIal fnnds cou~d under allY 
circumstances bee made to a.ny locality for t.he purchase of market rIghts, .or for 
cOlllpensation to any holder of such rights. I am unable to see under what CIrCUm· 
stances such matters could be reaarded a8 other than of purely local concern, and a.m 
of opiuioll they should be dealt with accordingly. On all other points I agree with the 
report. 

BALFOUR OF BURLEIGH. 

Supplementary Report by the Right Han. Hugh 
C. E. Childers, M.P. 

With regard to the following resolution that has been passed hy my colleagues-
(2.) That when monopoly rights, as above. described, are done aw.ay with in 

this manner, the amount of compensa.tIOn eqUlt.a.bly due for the abolItIOn of such 
rights should be determined by a Oommission appointed for the purpose; ~nd that 
when the new market is established by a local authority the sums so adjudged 
should be paid to the holders of the rights in question out of the public funds 
under the charge of the local authority concerned. . 

I do not think that the market monopoly right (that is to say, the power to prevent 
another market from being held within a certain distance) should, when aboli shed, be 
compensnt.d for by a pecuniary payment. It is not a rillht in the nature of .tbe 
ownership of land, but approaches more nearly to (al,hough It la not on all·foura WIth) 
the right to build a bridge, or to construct a railway, or to establish a felTY; rights 
which, o.lthough often spoken of •• monopolies, do not uecessarily involve payment of 
compensation when interfered with. 

In point of fact, Parliament has frequently allowed the establishment of new 
m~l'kets, in infringement of monopoly rights, without any compem~ation whatever. 

I would therefore in no case compeus!l.te the existing owners of ma.rketa by pecuniary 
grants; and I feel SUl'e that the House of Commons would never sanction such 
payments either from the Oonsolidated Fund or from the funds of county or town 
councils. 

I think, hO\vever, that it would be reasonable to allow in certain cases to the holders 
of these rights (especially when they may be deemed to form some part of the security 
for loans obtained for building 01' enlarging markets) extension of the monopoly for 
a limited period of years. 

The duration of these extensions should in each case be settled by the temporary 
Commission which we recommend, and no claim for such extension should be 
entertained unless put forward within a very short. time after the establishment of the 
Commission, a 1i~a.1li111"!(rm amount of extension being prescribed by statute. 

HUGH C. E. CHILDERS. 

Supplementary Report by Sir James P. Corry, Ba.rt., M.P., and 
Sir Thomas Martineau. 

For the reasone stated below we diBsent from the views and conclusione stated in the 
paragraphs numbered 1 and 2. 

1. We think ~hat t~e scheme therein proposed for the abolition of monopoly rights, 
compensatIOn bemg &'lven to the holders out o~ pubhc funds. would be inoperative. 

We do not agree With the opllllOn expressed lD paragraph 2 that it is improbable that 
the amount req~ired f~r the : edemption of such rights "would bo of such magnitude 
as .t{) place senons d,fficult'es m the w.ay of the operation." On the contrary, we 
believe that m many cases the BUms roqulred would be large and in some very large 
·dd. " , lD ee 
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The question then arises on whom is the bUl'den of such claims to fall ? 
We apprehend t hat it is highly improbable that any money would be forthcoming 

from the ge]]eral revenue of the State for any such purpose ; and we submit that it is 
contrary to sound principle that such appropriation of national funds should be made, 
considering that the supposed adv3m.ages to be gained are entirely local and, as 
between different localities. quite unequal. ' 

On the other hand we submit that it would be most objectionable to compel Local 
Authorities, where the rights in question are in private hands, to increase their existiner 
burdens by incurring furtbel' (iebts , not for the purchase of a valuable privilege, bu~ 
for an unproductive payment in respect of rights that have disappeared. And where 
the rights are the property of the Local Authority itself, it is obviously absurd to 
suppose that the ]'ateT~ayers can, by any mode of keeping their accounts, compensate 
themselves out of theIr own l'ates for the loss they Im-ve sustained by the abolition of 
their own property. . 

We tberefore consider that the proposal for compensation breaks down, and as the 
conclusions of the Commission do not contemplate abolition of the rights without 
such compensation, t,be scheme for abolition seems to us to fail with it. 

2. While we hold that it is undesirable, as • matter of public policy, that exclusive 
rjC1hts of this kind should be in the hands of private individuals, we submit tha.t when 
they are -vested in public bodies representing the local communities, and to be exercised 
in the sale interest of the inhabitants at large, the main objections to such monopolies 
cease to exist. 

3. We submit, moreover, that in the nature of the case it is impossible in practice to 
avoid market monopolies altogether. It must be remembered that a market essentially 
differs from a shop, the former depending on a concourse of both seUers and buyers. 
It is therefore impossible to make an indefinite increase of markets in any particular 
place, and any attempt to do so, while it might inflict sl'Irious injury On established 
markets, would confer no corresponding benefit on the community. 

4. It is important also to bear in mind how closely the management of markets is 
connected with val'ions branches of municipal administra.tion. The control of the 
streets in or near which markets are held-the inspection of articles offered for public 
food-the l'egulation of slaughter-houses, (a question which presents constant and 
serious difficulties )- tbe enforcement of sanitary regulations,-al'e all duties to be 
performed by Local Government Authorities, and all experience shows that they are 
pe,formed with most efficiency where the same body on which the.e duties fan has 
also in its own hands the control of the market with respect to whioh they arise. 

5. The inquiries made by this Commission show that market undertakings, some of 
them of vast magnitude and involving the most serious responsibilities, when in the 
hands of Local Authorities, have on the whole been well administered in the interest 
of the community, and the cases of serious complaint in their management are very 
rare. 

6. For the reasons above st.ated we are of' opinion that the most practical and effective 
reform lies in the directioo~ not of the abolition of market monopolies, but of the transfer 
of all of them now in the hands of private individuals, 01' self·elected trustees, to the 
responsible representatives of the inhabitants in their different local areas 6f 
government. 

We have read the memorandum prepared by Mr. "Little, and concur in the views he 
has there expressed. 

JAMES P. CORRY. 
THOS. MARTINEAU. 

Supplementary Report by Mr. William C. Little. 

r am unable to agree with the conclusions of. my colleagues and their recom
mend.tions with regard to the monopoly or privilege attached to market . rights, 
and I wish to state the opinions which I entertain on th.t subject and. the grounds 
upon which these opinions are baaed. 

Whatever may have been the origin of the market monopoly, or the object~ with 
-W:bich it was established, the question of its continuance or removal must be determined 
upon the ·consideration whether on the whole the result of it is advantageous or 
otherwis(." 

II. 56125. R 
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On the hroad question of the policy of granting such monopolies it may be. poi~ted 
out that the State bas frequeutly conceded to tbe promoters of works of pubhc utllit,y 
privilecres which restrain competition . The State It.~elf demands. a monopoly as the 
couditi~ll upou which it will carry out the postal and ~~.legl'aph busmess .of the country. 
aIHl Parliament constantly grants t? loca.l authorI tIes and to tradmg companies 
monopoly rights protecting undertakmt1s for the. supply of gas an~ wl1te~' n.nd for 
ot.her objects which could not bc carrIed out without some securIty agalDst com_ 
peti tion . ffhe case of. 1ll:lrkets appear;j. to be aualogous to that of a Cl'.as 01' water 
undertaking. 'They eXist for the convel1lence a,nel advantage of th~ pubilC; th,ey are 
frequently established and developed at consldc~blc cost of c~pItal ,for whlCh no 
immediate return cnn be expected. and no extensIOn of the pubhc marKet system can 
be looked fol' if the pl'iyilege which has hitherto attached to markets be withdrawn. 
'1'he monopoly is the security upon which local authorities and private persons have 
espended yery large sums of money, and its aboli~ion would give rise to nniversal 
cla.ims for compensation n,nd might very probably rum many markets. 

'1'he market monopoly is complained of (a) as standing in the way of the establishment
of orber illnl'kets within a cer tain distance; and (b) as act.ing in restraiut of trade by 

I H'(,hibitinO' sales of croods which may be sold iu the market elsewhere than in the 
~ ~ . 

market or in shops 01' dv{elling-llouses, 
.As reltflrd,., the establishment of new markets in the \'iciuity of exist ing markets it 

mar be ~bsel'ye<.l that the operation of the ancient monopoly right h::l,s been very greatly 
mo~1ifi ed by the provisions of the Public Health Act which in effect endows urban 
sanitary authorit.ies with the power to es tablish llla,l'ket s subject ouly to market rights 
ex:isting within the district of their anthority and without regard to ex.isting market::! 
which lie out~ide of such district, I t would appeal' that any growing comlllUnity which 
has reached a stage wben it can be organised as a dist,rict of local government has the 
powel' to establish 0. market if there are no market rights existing there, 

As l'egards the restrictions impused 011 sales hy the market monopoly it may be 
observed that these restrictions chiefly apply to the hawking an Ll vendi:!lg of goods in 
t he t:)t.r('ob. <lna to t he est~lb1i shm(!llt of auction marts for the sn1e of :L1lim,~ls. We 
lliwe l'ccoivcd c\'idcHce of seriou~ injury which has been done to public lllnol'kets in 
certain placc~ by tho c:-:\tablishmcnt of ])l'iva.te anction mn.rts in their immediate
llL'ighboul'hooti. rrho l)l'actico of hawking is generally permitted under certain 
conditions, hut some amentbUellt of the law in this palticubl' seems desirable. I would 
sug~est that local aut.horities being market owners, should havo the power of regulating 
hawkipg, by issuing permits or licences to hawkers under conditions approved by the 
Locnl Government Board. 

The e'r'idence which we have received is overwhelmingly in favour of markets being 
lllOgt satisfactorily managed by local authorities, acting under some control by i' 

departmcnt of the Htat.e, If in cases where the market rights do not beloDO' to thfl 
local authOl'ities compulsory powers to acquire such rights were given. th;y would 
l)l'obably be ma~e use of in aU cases where an increasing population demanded new 
or more extenSIve markets, if only the possession of the riaht.s thus acquired weJY; 
scpured to the pur~h.asers. But it would be hopeless to expect that the ratepayer.s, 
wlth w~om the d~Cl~lOn must reB~, would eve~ sanction the expenditure of money rn 
pur~hasmg~ establishmg, or enlarglllg mark~ts If the market monopoly be abolished, 

Flllally, It may be urged that the posses.slon of an exclusive privilege by the owners 
of markets may be made the grounel for Imposing upon them considerable restrictions 
ill the exercise of their rights and regulations for the management of markets. It 
would be difficult to justify, and still more difficult to enforce on market owners not 
invested with any pri,ilege some of the provisions of the M'Mkcts and Fairs Clauses 
Act and t he Public H ealtb Act, and conditions with regard to market charge',. 
byelaws, productIon of accounts, {restralllt as to leasing', &0, as proposed in t}" 
recommendations of this Commission, . - , 

In view of the opinions pre~iously expressed. I do not feel it necessary to criticise 
the proposals of the report WIth ·regard to · compensation. I nom however in entire 
,?-ccord. with the views expressed by Sir James p, COlTyand Sir Thomas Martineau 
·m their supplementary report, hotb as regards the subject Of compensation and the 
policy ?f .bohshmg the market monopoly. I will only add that 'if that monopoly wera 
mamtalled the queshon of compensation would only a.rise when a local authonty 
exercised the compulsory powers of purchasing 'with which it 'is prop·osed to endow ili_. ., . 

'WILLIAM C;Lr'l'TLE: 
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Supplementary Report by Mr. J. Allanson Pict on , M.P., am] 
Mr. Pierce Mahony, M.P. 

We ~re uD~ble to ~oin in the recommendations to abolish market rights. It seems 
to us lDconslstent wIth the further recommendation that local authorit,ies should bn 
empowered to buy up those righ~.s . . For if the rights are abolished there is nothing 
to pure,hase, except ~a.n~ and bUlI~mg~. th.e value of which is largely dependent on 
those rIghts. But I,t . 19 clearly Imphed In the recommendations, to which we objeet, 
that the local authont~ es s~oul~ pay compens~tion for t.he rjghts to be extinguished. 
There are many cases III whIch It would be qmte equitable to baud over market r ia-ht·!:"; 
to local authorit ies without any coml)ellsmion whatever to present owners, Such 
nre the cases in which no accommodation has been provided. or any other servico 
afforded ; because there seems to be good re8S0n for believing tha.t the oriaiual 
chaTters were granted ou condition of certain services to be rendered. r.rhu~ ill 
Bacon's Abridgement. vol. iii., p. 556, we read : " '.rhe king after he has granted a f2ir 
" or market may gra.nt t hat the patentee may have a reasonable toll. But this must 
" be in consideration of some benefit accruing from it to those who trade and 
" lLel'cbaudise i ll such fai r or market." In rude times the" benefit accruing" was we 
presume the protection afforded by the patentee. Such service is no longer rendel'ell 
by him in these days ; aud where no other benefit is substituted it woulcl seem to 
follow that the toll is unjustifiable. But even in such cases we think the public interest 
would be bet ter served by vesting the rights in local authori ties than by simply 
abolishing them. For the advantages of a market to the cOrru::llunity very much depend 
on the concentration of business in one place ; and this is largely contingent on 
the existence of these ancient rights. They may be objectionable when in private 
hands ; but when heM by representatives of the whole community they may be so used 
as to facilitate local trade. Our dissent on these points necessarily affects our 
view of most of the other recommendations of the majority, and we therefore desire 
to append a seri~9 of alternative suggestions which we would venture to recommend as 
a better solution of the questions submitted to the Oommission. 

1. All public markets now in the hands of priva.te persons, trading compa.nies, 01' 

corporations~ other than municipal, should be t aken over by local authorities ; and 
the latter, if necessary, should be compelled by legislation to acquire them. 

2. The local authorities in Great Britain should be borough and county councils, 
provided that the I.tter should be empowered to delegate the immediate contJ.·ol to 
district councils when such bodies are created. In Ireland the local authorities should 
be, for the towns, corporations a.nd town commissioners; for the rural districts, 
boo,rds of gua.rdians, u·lltil such timo as other popularly elected bodies are created, 
when the markets should pass to them with powers of delega.tion analogous to those 
suggested for Great Britain. 

3. If the market owner has laid out no money on the market., aud ha.s no 
proprietary rights over tbe land on whicb it is beld, the local authority should 
be empowered to take over that market without pecuniary consideration; but 
equitable compensatioIi should be given for all improvements, le;:::8 depreciation, and 
for all substantial proprietary rights over land, provided that these shall not be 
held to include merely titular claims involving no power to let or sell tho land in 
question for other uses. 

4. Where compensation is given the amount should be settled by a properly qualified 
commission to be appointed ad hoc, and to be continued until all markets at present 
in private hands have been transferred to local author ities. 

5. Local authorities should not be allowed to apply the. profits of markets to the 
reduction of rates ; but beyond 8. . small margin for contingencies all excess of profit 
over expenses, interest and sinking fund should go to reduce rates, tolls, and stallages. 
a·nd to improve accommodation. 

6. "Through" and" gate" tolls should everywhere be abolished. 
7. Hawkers should be freed from the charges imposed on them in the int erest of 

markets, and the sales of shopkeepers should not be restricted, as they are in some 
places, on market days. 

8. Local authorities ehould not be permitted to let their markets, or to farm 
their market tolls, or to delegate their management to anyone, except as aboye 
suggested. 

&2 
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9 , W e consider that all sales in markets should be conducted openly, at a.ny rate 
so fur as soles by brokers and. salesmen are concerned, and that the object of the 
tl':lllSflction should be the obtaining of the best price possiblA for each lot, 

10. We are further of opinion that all sales taking place in public markets should 
as far as possible be sale.; by weight nccorcling to a unifo,rm standru.·d , and that 
a record of all such sales should be kept by a competent authority. 

11. Generally, market rights should be subol'dina~d to publ.ic cOllvenience ill 
buyioO' and sellulg, and trade should not be forced moo a. partlcular channel for 
the p~'}Jose of ra,ising a local re'euue. 

I S. AS REGARDS IRELAND, in cases where the authorities mentioned in tbe 
recommendations do not, exist in Ireland., a.nd Dre not repres~~ted in that country 
by any analogous authorIty, we would suggest that the authorIties chosen to exercise 
the powers referred to, should, as far as possible, be authorities subject to popular 
control. 

13. We further consider it to be of great importance as regards Ireland that all 
the l'ccoJ111uendations should, as far as applica.bJe, extend to fairs. 

14. If it were made compulsory to sell in all markets, in the mAnner recommended 
by liS in paragrnph 9, the objectionable method ("If sale at J!resent adoI?ted in the Cork 
Butter Market would cease. That method appears to us directly to dIScourage effon. 
for the improvement of the quality of butter beJond a certain point, all butters in the 
same class having to be compulsorily sold at a uniform price although consisting of 
various grad(\s of quality, 

15. We belieye this system tells heavily against Cork butter in the British market, 
where it has to compete with foreign supplies. 

16. If the eystem of brandin~ is to be continued in the Cork Butter Maxke~ 
we are very strongly of opinion that the brand ought to bear the date of the aay of 
inspection, .. 

J . .ALLANSON PICTON. 
PIERCE ·MAHONY. 
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A l' P E l'i ]) I X. 

Specimen E xtracts of Grants of Markets and F airs as Enrolled 
on the P at ent Rolls during the Reigns of George II., 
George III., George IV., and Victoria. 

PATE" ROLLS. 14 GEORGE II., Part 2, No. 18. 

George the Second &c. To all .. greeting. Whereas by an Inqui,ition 
indented taken . . . . by virtue of our Wnt ad quod damnum issued out of 
and returned into our High Court of Chancery it is found that it will not be to the 
damage or prejudice of Us or any other if we should grant licence La Abraham Dixon 
that he may holel a Market on every Tuesday in every week in the year for ever and 
aJso. that he may hold two Fairs yearly and every year . . . . and that. he ma.y 
take and receive aU tolls and pro.fit.~ issuing and arising from t.he said Market and Fflil:d 
as hy the said 'Vrit and Inqnisition . may more flll1y aud at large ;'tppear 
Now Know Ye t.l.J~t 'Ve of our especial grace . . . . have given An d gra.nted 
and by these pre::ents for Us our heirs and f1uccessor.s do Give and Grant uuto the 
said Abraham Dixon . . . . our especial licence that he shall and may I11'l.ve hold 
aud enjoy one Market upon every Tuesday in every week in the year for ever and two 
Fai l'S yearly a.nd every year for ever upon Tuesday before Whitsunday an d upon the 
12th day of ~\1gust unless tbe said day shall happen to he Sunday aud then on tbe 
Monday following at Belford in our said county of NOl'thumbel'1 and for the buyina 
and selling .,,11 and all mauner of goods wares and merchandises commonly bougl~ 
and sold in markets and fairs together with a Court of Pye Powder and tho profits 
arising therefrom And al1 tolls and profits issuing and a-rising from the said Market 
aud Fairs To have hold and enjoy tbe said Market nml two Fairs the COUl" of Pye 
Powder llnd all otber the premises above by these presents granted or mentioned to 
be granted unto the sa.id Abraham Dixon his heirs and assigns for ever and this 
withou t any account or other thing to be therefor rendered . . Wherefore 
We Will and do . strictly Charge and Commnnd that tbe said Abraham 
Dixon . sball and may fl·eely lawfully and quietly have hold and enjoy the 
sa.id Market and two Fairs for ever together with the said tolls and profits thereof 
and all other the premises . . . without molestation . of Us our 
heirs a.nd successors or of any sheriff escbeator bailiff officer or minister of [Js 

. and this without any other warrant writ or process hereafter to be procured 
. , . lastly We Will . . , . tbat tbese our Letters Patent or tbe inrolment 

or exemplification thereof shall be in and by all things good firm valid sufficient and 
e£l'ecrual in the la.w according to the true intent a.nd meaning thereof . . . . In 
witness &c. Witness tbe King at Westminster the 23rd day of April. 

By Writ of Privy Seal. 

PATENT RoLLO. 2 GEORGE III., Part 4, No. 25 . 

George the Third &c. To all . . . . greeting. Whereas by an I nquisition 
indented ta.ken by virtue of our Writ ad quod damnum issued out of and 
rettlfIied into ou·r High Court of Chancery it was fo?nd that it will . not be to the 
damage·or prejudice of Us or of any other or of the fau held III tbe nelghbourhood of 
tbe Parish ·of·W oborn if we should grant te J obn Duke of Bedford and h,S belrs the 
Special liberty power and facul ty that they tbeir heirs and assigns for ever should hold 
and enjoy witbin the Manor of W oborn aforesaid whereof the · said John Duke of Bedford 
is lord yearly and every year for ever one Holyday and .Fair . . . . together mtli 
one Pye Powder Court to he held there.t the same time of holding the said Holyd.), 
and .Fair as by the said Writ and Inquisition . . , . may more fully appear And 
Whereas our tight trusty and right entirely [well-beloved] cousin Dud counclllor the (Tb.",,,,,,d. 
said John Duke of Bedford hath by his Petition humbly prayed that We would be :~: ~n~) 

R:l 
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g raciously pleased to grant to him _ _ _ .- onl' royal letters pate~t for holding 
one other fair in tbe ueiO'hbourhood of the Paflsh of V/oborn a b?,,:e mentIOned ~~ether 
with a Court of Pye Powder and tho tolls and profits a.rlsmg thereby Weare 
gracioudly pleased to COIHlf'scend to hi:; request Now K now Ye that W e of our e_special 
g race . _ _ _ haye gi" cn and grnnt.ec1 a.nd hy these presents for Us our hell'S and 
5L!CCt'SSO I-::' ao Gin:- aUfl Cri-ant: _ _ _ _ to J ohn Duke of Bedford Our 
(,5pccinl licence the:,; he aml they shaH n.nd lT~;~Y hn.'r~ ?1l!1 hol11 onc other fair ye[ll'!r 
fur eyer to be held lipan th t' feast of the CIl-cnmCIS101l _ . _ _ ( unl~ss the_sa~ (l 
fea,t day sbaLl bappen to bo a Sunday and then to be held on,~{ondny followmg) \nthm 
the -.Ma.nol' of 'Vobol"ll in tho P:1l'lsh of W obol'D m our ~md COUllty of Bedford for thc 
1111'r !n .... :n lll sollinC'Y of all and noll m o.nnel' of horses sheop ca.ttle and aU mrmner of live 
stock ]n-cH"isio Ii IS goods wares ~1I1c1 mcrch::mdise5 commonly b?'l.~gh t and sold in fairs 
togetll (' l' wi th n COll r t of Pre Powder and the profit.s fll'lsmg tb el'ef~'om and all 
)'r:u;nlla hle tnlls piccnge and stall age for goo(ls w.n.res and merc~anchses sold or 
i.' xp0::-:cll f(Il' ~all'" ill t11e tl-il' afm'(,said ~~o hayc hold :md enjoy t be s~ld Fa.ir t~le Court 
of .P ro Pow.1er und all I)ther tue premises aboye granted or mentloned or m tended 
so to he nIH1 t his witbout aCC():tllt _ _ _ _ -Wherefol'e 'Vo W ill anel do 
~tl"j('tly Ch:1.l'gL' [mel C. llnl11 :1 nd that the .said .Tobn Duke nf Bedford his I~eir~ ~nd al:isi:;ns 
~h :lll al1l1 Ill:!)" fl"c-C'ly lawfll llr and qUletly have holtl null ~ecp the salel fau' to~ethcr 
'wit h HlP. s:l.·id t(J\ls an d profit.::; and aJi other tu.t> }Jl'eWHie~ _ _ _ _ wlthou~ 
lllokstatio ll _ _ _ . _ a.1le[ this ~vi thou t :l.nj' other warrant writ or process _ _ , . 
"n,1 lo'lly Wo Will and rio . . . . Graut to the said ,John Duke of Bedford 
· _ _ _ that these our Letter5 P.ttent or the elll"l>lment thereof or the exemplification 
thereof fo! k1.11 he in and hy all t hings good firm valid In Witness &0, 
Witlless OUr>;elf at W estminster the 9th day of ,Tuly. 

By Writ of Privy Seal. ' 

PATF.NT ROLLS. 34 GEORGE III., Part 2, No . 13. 

Ge-orgC' the Third To all g reeting . Whereas by a.n 
InquiSition iudented and taken by vir tue of our Writ a.d quod damllum 
iss l1cL1 ou t of and returned into our High Court of Chancery by tbe oaths of honest 
lind lawf ul men of our soi,l County [Pembroke] it was fo und that it will not be to the 
dUlIla.go 01' lJl'cjutlice of U i:i or of n.ny othor if We sh ould grant licence to ,,\Villiam 
KlIoo\: _. to Imvo a frou ftUl1 puhlic Market on Thursday ill 
crcry wpek wit·hill t·he 'llown of Fj l'lhguard aliat:j Fiskard . " which will bo 
mure c(JIIY~llient to the iulmhitu.'\uts than W c(lllesdny for t.he l>Uyil~g. and 
:1I5u Lt) hol d _ _ . . a pnLlic Fa.ir in the samtt place thrice in every yom- for OIlC 

da.y's L!ont·illualtce each Oil the sevt::lral da.ys for that purpuse in t.he said "\Vl' it lllelltjolled 
extL'pt in the ::;ul);:;ti tutioll of the 17t·h uf NuyelUbe_l' for I,he 17th of October as .by 
t he :::nid \Yl'it _ _ _ . mar more fully and at large a.ppear Now Kllow Ye tbat 
\ \I! of our especial grace . . _ . have giveu and granted and . _do 
Gl\-e amI Grnnt un to our t rusty :lml well-belove~ 'yillia.l~l ~nox our especial licel;lce 
that he shall _ a~d may ~~\"e . . __ _ 3. f l'~ n.n(~ puhhc Market on 'rhursday in 
cn'l"_~r weok w~tlnn the S&IU ,town of FIShgUfil'd alias Flskard for the buying an.d I'>elling 
of all so.r~s of corn. and gram and of ~l manner of horses cattle she~p beasts a.nd other 
ClJW 1l10dlhe:; usually bought nnd sold lU 1p.a.rkets 1:I-nd also to hold _ . _ . a public 
.f':li r _ in the same place ~or the like purposes thrice a year in every year for one daY'J1 
eontmUQllce each t·hat IS to sayan the 5th day of February on Monday in the 
Whitsull W eek and on the 17th day of November wi th the tolls and profits thereof 
'1'0 ll!1've the said Marke~ and Fairs n.bove by these presents granted or 
moutlOnell to be granted together WIth the lolls and profits thereof unto tho said 
William Knox and his heirs for ever and this wi thbut any account . " to be 
t,herefor rendered to ITs. . for the same. Wherefore We Will and . ' . ' . 
strictly Charge and Command that the said William Knox and his heirs hy virtue, of 
tbese presents shal! and may freely lawfully and quietly have . . . . the said 
Market and Fairs yearly and the tolls and profits tbereof for ever . .. . . 
without molestation . . _ . of Us _ . . . or of a.ny sheriff eschoo:tor 
· and this without any other wm-ra"t . . . . Lastly We Will and do 
· . . . Grant . . ' . . that these our L,etters Patent or the inrolment . or 
exemplification thereof .hall be in and by all things good firm valid . . ' . . In 
W itness &0. W itness OurS6lf at W,",.""inster the 12th day of August p94. . 

By Writ of Privy Seal, ' . i' 
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PATENT ROLLR. 4 GEORGE IV., Part 14, No. 4. 
George the Fourth To all . greeting. Where., by an 

InqmsltlOll mdented taken . . " . by vIrtue of our writ of ac1 ouod tlamnum 
issued out of ana l'e~urned into our High Court of Chancery and filed in the office of 
(.he Petty Bag there. It ha.th been found that it will not be to the dauU\O'e or pl'ejudice 
of Us 01' of any. other if We should grant unto the Mayor and CO~IllQnal ty and 
Citizens of the CIty of London governors of the possessions revenues alHl IYovds of the 
H ospitals of Edward King of England the Sixth of Christ Bridewell aud~St. . Thom., 
the Apostle lords of the Manor of Pewsey in our said County of Wilts licence to h.ve 
· . . . an open a.nd public Market in every week Oil Tllesday within the Town of 
Pewsey , . . ~ogeth~~ with reasonable tolls and together also with stallage a.nd 
piccag? a.nd ~n hbertles pI'Lvlleges . . . . to the same 1vIal'ket belonging as by 
the saul wrIt . . . . may more fully and at large appeal' Whereupon the said 
~1:ayor and C?mm~n~lty and Citizens of our said City of London, governors . . . . 
have by theIr PetItIon humbly prayed t.hat we would be graciously pleased to grant 
unto them our licence and permission Now Know Yo tha.t 
We of our especial grace . have given and g ranted and . do 
Give and Grant unto tbe said Mayor and Commonalty and Citizens of onr City of 
London governors . . . , their successors and assigns QUI' especial licence that 
they the said Mayor and Commonalty. and Cit,izens governors . , . . may have 
• .. for ever an open and public ! 1arket ill every week on 'l'uesday within the 
town of Pewsey in our said county of Wilts for buying and selling of corn oTaiu and 
hay and sucb like commodities and all manner of provisions of victual for ~ mankind 
and all goods Wal.'es and merchandises commonly bought and sold in markets together 
with reasonable tolls and together al,o with ,tallage and piccage aud all liber ties 
privileges remedies emoluments and incidents to the same :Market " . . . To 
ha."\"o , . . . tho said Mnrket . .. . : with the said tolls stallage and piccage 
liberties .. without any account . Wherefore We Will and do 
Charge :mu COlllmand tha.t the said May6r and Commonalty and Oitizens goVel'llOrS 
· . . . . their successors and assigns by virtue of these presents shall HH d ma.y 
fr.ely l,wfully and quietly have the sait! Market for ever 
withont molestation of Us:· 01' of allY sberiff escheator 

.nd without any uLber warrant aud Iostly We Will .ml do 
Grant unto the said. :Mayor a.nd Commonalty and Citizens gOyerllOl'S 

· .. that ·these our Letters PRtent ·01' the iUl'olment or exemplification thereof 
sball be in and by all things good firm valid sufficient and effectual in the law according 
'to the true intent and mea.ning thereof any omission imperfectioll defect OT other 
'matter cause or thing whatsoever to the contrary thereof in auywise notwithstanding. 
Tn Wit.ness &c. Witn'esa &c. the 1st day of January. 

By Writ of Privy Seal. 

PATENT ROLLS. 7 GEORGE IV., Part 2, No.4. 

George the Fourth To aU greeting. W hereas by an 
I nquisition indented taken . . . . by virtue of our Writ of ad quod damnum 
issued out of and returned into our High Court of Chancery and filed in the office of 
Petty nag there upon the oath of go.oel and lawful men of our said County [South. 
ampton] It hath been found that it WIll no, be to the damage or preJudice of UR or 
"'ny other if ·W e should grant to Honry J ohn Viscount Palmerston . lord of 
the manor of Romgey Infra in our said Count,y of Southampton 11conco to ·have 
• • i ". . on Thursda.y in eve~y week instead· of Saturday . au open n.n"d public Ma.rket 
· . . .. . 'and thnnhe sllid Market should h·ere·after commence .at .the hour of II of 

. (he ciock in the forenoon and end at ·the hour nf 2 ill the afternoon and it hath beeu 

. lound that it will not be to the d.triage or · prejndice of Us 0: of any other or t<>. the 
hurt· of the n eighbouring markets and fairs as' by the 'sald Wnt and InqlllsltlOn 
· . , " more fully " . . . apP!3ar Whereupon our right trusty Rnd wel~ " 
beloved Cousin and Councillor the said Henry J ohn Viscount Palmerston hath by hIS 
Petition most humbly prayed that We would be graciousl.r pleased to !:;rant : . . . 
our royal licence and permission under the Great Seal of our SaId Umt.d Kingdom to 
have . . . . on Thursday in every week mstead of Saturday an open and puhlto 
Market . . . . Now Know Ye that W e of . our especial grace • . • . have 
given and granted and . . . . do Give and Grant unto the said H enry J ohn 
Viscount Palmerston his heirs and assigns for ever our especial licence 8Jld permission 

R4 



1:lO ltUYAL Co)UUSSION ON ~IAnKE'l' mOIlT:; AND TOLLS: 

to have ~tn OpCll and public Market . . '.. 011 rr~lUrsdo.y in every week lustead 
of Saturday within our 'fawn of Romsey Infra. III our sa~d, County of ,Southampton for 
buying and selli llg all and all manner of cattle and p l~S corn gram hay and .o~her 
ngricul tul'al produce and of flesh fish fowl vegetables frUI ts berbs and ot~er provlSlons 
of victual £0 1' mankind hardware and other goods wares and merchandIses and such 
like commodities usually bought and sold ill markets together with reasonable toll 
alicl also with stallage piccage and all liberties . . . . to the same Market belonging 
and heret.ofore immemol'ially received and taken by the lord of the Manor of Ramsey 
Infl'a . . . . on Satnrday in every week n.ncl therefore due and of right 
accustomed and that the said Market shall bereafter commence at t.he hour of 11 of 
the clock in the forenoon and eud at the hour of 2 in the afternoon. 'r a have 
. .. t.he said Market on 'l'hl1l'sday in every week together with the said toll 
stallage picca.ge liberties . . . . without account . .. ' . 'Vherefo~'e We 
.Will and . . . striot.ly Obarge and Oommand that the smd Henry Jobn VIscount 
Palmero ton sban and may freely . have tbo said Market 
to(rether with the said toll without molestation of Us 
, 0 , or of nny sheritr ,.' and this without any other warJ'ant , 
lastly We Will and . . . . Grant unto the said Henry John Viscount Palmerston 
. . . . that, these our Le'tters Patent 01' the inrolment or exemplification tbp,reof 
sball be in .neL by all t hings good firm valid In Witness &c. Witness &c. 
the 15th day of ApJil. 

By Writ of Privy Seal. 

PATENT ROLLS. 9 VI CTORIA, Part 22, No.4. 

Victoria.' To 0.11 greeti lig. Whereas by nn Inquisition 
taken . . . . hy virtue of our Writ ad quod aamnum issued out of' alid returned 
into our High Oourt of Ohancery and filed in the Office of Petty Bag thero it h"th 
been found that it will not be to the da.mage or prejudice of Us or any other nor 
to the hurt of the nei$hbonring markets or fairs if we should grant to George 
Orawhall . . . and Joseph Beck . . . and their heirs licence to hold at tbe 
Chapelry of St. John iu the h igher part of Weardale. an open and public 
Market . . . . Now Know Ye that We of our especial grace .. . . . have 
given and granted and . . , . do Give aod Grant unto the said. George Orawhall 
and Joseph Beck their heirs and assigns our especial licence that they the said George 
Crawhall and Joseph Beck their heirs and assigns shall and may have . . . . 
for ever an open and public .l\{arket on Saturday in each and every week and also 
a Pair on the Third Wednesday in April and the Second Wednesday in Septembor in 
each and every year at the Ch'peIry of St. John in the higher part of Weardale in the 
Par ish of Stanhope in our said Oounty of Dnrham for the buying and sellin~ both at 
the said Market and Foi" respectively of all manner of living cattle harcl wa;"e and all 
other goods wares and merchandises usually Bold at markets and fairs and may receive 
such reasonable ton stallage and other emoluments of what k ind and na.ture soever of 
such public markets and fairs a.nd arising therefrom and incident or belcngiuO' thereto 
respectively as is usual and Cllstoinary w be taken ·ana l'eceived To have . . 0 . . . 

the same Market and Fairs .. together with such toll and st.lla~e and other 
emoluments as aforesaid to the said George Orawhall and J oseph Reck th~ir heir' and 
assigns wi thout any account . . . . f or the same Wherefore We 
Will and Oharge and Oommand that the said George Orawhall and Joseph 
Beck shaJJ and may freely lawfully and quietly have . .. the said Market 
and Fairs together with such toll stallage and other emolument. without 
molestation of Us . . . . or of <>ny ,Iieriff . . arid 'thi, 
without any other warrant .. lastly W. Will . . . . that these . oUr 
Lett"rs Patent or the enrolment or exelll!,lification thereof shall be in and by all 
thmgs good firm valid In W,tness .&c. Witness &c. the 20th day of 
January. 

By Writ of Privy Seal. 



Al'PENDIX. 

CALENDAR 

OF THI~ 

A Pl'LICATJONS FOR GRANTS OJ!' 
MARKETS AND FAIRS, AND OF TH8 GRANTS THEREOF 

ENROLLED ON THE PATENT ROLLS, 

BETWEEN 

1700 A.D. and 1846 A.D. 

131 

The list of Applications for Grants is, as regards the entries for the years from 

12 William III. to 23 George III., prepared from the Writs and Inquisitions ad quod 

damnum filed in the Petty Bag Office and now preserveel at the Public Record Office. 

The entries for the years from 24 George III. to 9 Victoria are compiled from ' 

two Manuscript Volumes in the Public Record Office which are believed to contain 

complete lists of the Brevia Regia, including the Writs ad quod dam",,,,,, filed in the 

Petty Bag Office during that period. 

The list of Grants of Markets and Fairs has been prepared from twelve Manuscript 

Volumes in the Public Record Office which are believed to contsin complete lists 

of the Grants enrolled on the Patent Rolls for the whole period between 1700 and 

1846, but, where necessary, the entries have been supplemented by a reference to 

the Patent Rolls. 
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foIlowin~}, tor "",tI.., m_I.o.· 
U;.. "'c. "'ilb ,oJlo ~nd "n>1iu. 

Jot. IlI>....",.,..d Theot"J _h .. oa,h. I A. .... , 
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3 An"", T .... pDTle)' . Chelllli", . Sir John C"'''~ . M . ~. <., '" TI,!,,: .. 1.,. ,,, 4 Anne, Gnnl!o Sir JoI, " e", ... I nd Iii. --23m Nov. ..".,.. S .. h, flsh, P""""""". ~- 19(h M.,. bei .. oi l \l."", ~'. "".".11, in TAr. 
ohood,... Th",. F. ""n ... ny, /"lcJ<l. (,'bt>\l.to .. ", (J) on !!OIh 
~I) on 20th April, (2) OD MOD' April, (2) on Ilooday nul dIrT 
"1 nul..r.... F .... , or S,. 1· ... 1 of S4. .Bartbolon>e .. , (3) 

Ilartholo<ne .. , (8) on !hlt on 11th De-'\>er,('f .nyru.l~ 
~W. (it •• 1 ~'1 • Sun,lar Sunday th.., "" Mon,I.,. 01· 
then On MonJ.y rollow,ng), r .. · lo"ing) 
.,.,,,Ie. ohoq> .to. 

3 An"" Winoo,,\ot., . So.,. ... '" - l'blUp n.nt><l, .. , F. on IS,I, S<pl.'n~r (unl ... i, be 5 Ann~, 0",,,1 10 Cbri .. opl, .. F.re ... "li "n~ I -Hlh Dee. ....... inhabit-anto • Sundar ""d ,I,.n on ~lo"t1"y 1211> Dec. 0<1 .... , i"h.bil""" of tl>" 101'"" of _r - -, Win· foLlc";ng), forwll. , nr<Toh"ndioo Wi" ... ",". Some,..,., on!. .""It 
~-. • < week on MOOlIa,·, and of ''''0 .' . 

,,,,",, "n"",1l,' (I) 0<1 'l'nu tl0T 
.... n ofle. ..ur, (2) on 181l' 
Septe-mbo" in trust tbat ,I .. ;"".,.. ... pro6 1a of the " .. , , 
,""uld be appliod to the JH>blic 
goOO of tl .. to ..... 

JAn"". Cbnrd,town, • C<rn.~ - Robert Book., . TIt ..... F. annually, (I) en lOlL, 7 Anno, Gun ' '0 Itobe.-l lIoobr .. , hi; --
l~th· Dec.. eloowbeH wi lh· 11th, and I Ztb Norerubor, (2) h . Jun •. L.i .. of ,h,... F. in Churoht,,~·n. 

in !""i.korearn· . Oil 21th, 25th, and 26th Febrntlry. J"lriob of Cat"W''''', Cont",U, ...... (3f on Ztlth, 29th, ond 3O".h J une, (I) on 10th, 11th, nod l2,h No-
(i a., of ,h_ da" • Sunday, ,....,It<T, (2) "" 2",h, 25,b. Md 
tben on Monday. Tuesd'l, and 26tl' ~'"~",.,,., (3, on 28th, 29-th, 
IV..-ln .. day follow[n~). r .... """Ie, onu SOIh June. 
morcb ... di.M &e. 

. 



• • 

- I .-411> April. 

U _ 
z.tlh Moo,.. 

(iAn . .. 
:ulth Fob. 
, 

6 Anne, 
6th July. 

- I 
Poriabol'SI..Udy 

A,w...... -

ill or .0Ar WI> 
Iow..rup .00 
puiohots<' 
Aguto, .nthiD 
th8 mono< of --. 

""",.", - -

I 

A ...... "".""" ,..,. G ....... 

c...,,_ I '\ppli< .. ~ I G ... t 9011';1<01. 

C<>rn ... ll - A.olh01l1 Ni.boU ond I Two F . ""hUo.lIy. 0) .n 9111 Moy. 
F..dwunlTnln ...... y. (2) OIl 3nl ~1<1Db.., (note. 

";,hor doJ . uo<iay. lhen. on 
~looda1 following), for 
gn io . wool, anJ goods. 

"",,10, 

Norfulk - S1,JohDU ob .... , fu rl. M. ucb,....,J.: on T ... ..J'l, in plaoc 
0[ Sotu,d",. for ",. rclta.,cliic &C. 
F. '" .... , for .... 0 uy. OO"""Uy. 
0" ""'00 Tue&day in Sop'~m!.or 
... d Wodneodo.y ""'" {oU.wing, 
for good. & •• 

eo",,,,,I! - .l'ho ..... J",,!r.ino - ~ . ...,.. _k • .,.. T huroday fur 
corn, Gooh, flo!>, pro.won. , ..,d 
goo<Ie. Two F. "".uolly, (I) on 
ISIh MI." (2) "" 9Ih 00101>0<, 
(lOW- .,th ... da, .. Sut>day, acd 
.b"" GO Monday followin~, fur 
.,..tIe, , Ioup "'e. 

"- - - "'_ ... no. """ \ M. '". WeEk OIl T oooOOJ. for 
Richard 11_. """Iu &c. M . ..0;), .... ~ (II) 

Wod.-by. rOT -..,bnilJioe &0. 
T h .... F. aDouall,. ~I J 01! ZlHb 

I 
~I ard" (2) OJ! 2;.h un<, (3J"" 
:I9Ib Sel'km\lCt. (if ouy of ,~_ 
Ja, •• Sun<l .. y, ' b." en Mood. y 

i 
(ull."'ug), "'d, tol l .. nd p.cfiiO_ 

-

~.- I 
4 An .... , 

19th July. 

1 Alme, 
2<11> Oct. 

0...,..,.. limO. 

r.ru...J ... ofG .. " . 

0_. • A o,0001 Niclooll ~" Ed",Ol-.l 'f,eJ.''''''1 aod Ihc4r 
heir. of '''. ~'. onu.,Ur. ",lilt;. 
parioh of SI. IIdr, Cornw.ll, (I) 
011 9Lh May, (2) on 3nl Septe'u· 
be., in 1, • • 1 fur the ""Iter 
...... DaB"" 01 ,h. POO' illhobilMlI. 
of the parish of S., Udy_ 

G ..." 10 Sir JoI," H oh.r. aD,1 hio 
bei .. of M. e...,b lY..,k on ·ru .... 
doy, in 10m "Dd .,.,.J of M. hold 
on Saw ..... ', in "'Iloilo"" Nor. 
folk, "",I." ~'. ,bew ,..o.onr r", 
Iwo ""-Jo, .i .. , 0<1 I"" IOC(I",I 
TuMd., in s.p",~'b<!r ..,J , .. 
WoJltI!O<l.Y ont follomol:. 

( S o G,on' r«<l,d.d.) 

(No G .. n, """"Ie<l.) 

N,"", 

- -

--

-" -, 



---
........ ,,>T ..... >'(1& 0,..7'\0, 

. - - I -,. I .. ,..-... I 
Ii An ... , T he Vh,ewu- M io,kll.- . '"- U_ ... 
l&1t OeL Grou .. l, pAtio/I Ri~hard Ro ... 

.... SL,J_', 
Clmlftwll. 

,- '"'" . . York., .. . ""'"" """ ~ 
13111 J .... aarllagl4ll. 

, ... ~ ....... "" ... Done •• - Joh. Hu le, . . 
4111 Yeb. ood H . .. kcll.reh 

no..... pWb of "" ....... 

0 ..... lI_,n .. 

-- --
0 .... --... - I 

", __ "'0..... I 
M. Md, ", .. k "', "f" ..... y. 'n,u".. G An . .. Urn'" t" CI".d .. 110" . nd IlicMr.] 

,lay. o.Qd St..unlay far .. I"",, of I"' J uly. 11_ f)/ ~1. on '1' .... 01.1. 'lnnr!o 

40 Jft"'"' ~ .... ..t ............. ,Ia, .• od Sot~n1.1 in ...,h ....... k. 
om-i ...... ..r .U OIe ... .a-,.. OIl 1"- Vi~ G,.......J i. , ... 
_ ...,100 kru.d .. ithi~ the 1:':':000S .. __ .C ... 1iI .... ~'I, 

cir<g;, of "'" bl1l. 01 ...... w'1 • ~.torm ... ~O, ...... 
.. ith -.w. IOU, ri"""ll". aDd 
.... U •• 

F .... ~lal ""Xl boI' ..... Pal", 1 A ..... C ........... _fi,..liooo '0 U;"w..l 

San""l , ... "'''''". II .... UIh 
2$h &l&y. F..rI of n.di"",,",. of AI. ""'" 

April ....... 5 ...... 1 ..... d w... ..... k .n To ...... , _, }I. '"' ",'~. 

on 101 ...... ,. r .. llo,,'''I) I .... , t-I' doy"" _,...".. or s .. I .. "'e ...... 

.to., ~' . .., T • ....!." .P' .n..- ., Seille. \ ' otk .. , gran",,1 121h 

t'_ of Pe.,.".,.. or ....... omJ "'",,1, 33 H. " .... 10 li on,', <l< 

pwlo, F .... 2lnl J." J= rm:y. aDd hoM),..,. ~.- 1<> I_ 
• 11--'"1 ...... _ .... , • 10.4 .... hie J,e; .. of. I I I F . •• 
followioc} for 10m!., F. ... Senk ... T_lof .... , ~.,... 
l11h o.<ob<Ir (nl_ .. Sull'l0l. 1 .. 1 .. SO"'V.. (t F . .... I~,b 
"",I ,boD .n ~1""'lt rou . .. ;og) At'" (3) .... ,\" ..oo\oy ""xl 
(or obetp, ~'. on ..... 1 rol· • ~r r_ or PO.I"""". i4) ~'. 

lowi.1 ' he 16th of u.:...t- for ... ~Jn1 .1ulW, (~) F ... ' l:hh 
... tolo ud --. F ..... Friolo, 0.,1Obo •• (6) P. - T.-Jo" ,,",X'! 
i. OKlo oUoe< .. tot don,,! ,hroe follo .. i,,!! ,I0I0 lGtil <L o..oloer. 
........... _It. .... b 1"", .OId (7\' F. 011 Fri;!ol in _h 
:r.innl~ o. .h .. . 'rida, .ex' OIl ••• "kk Juri", ." ............... 

on ;O~ in .-eh y .. r, (or ,;,'e m"",h. In ...,b y ... , .. ~"" •. 
<aIde, ... hb tou. .nd p<Oala. ~.I!I ... Yridoy Won £,.0 .... 

D., io nd.,.... \Pa'. 110110. 
7 Aft ... Pt.~, No. 7 . 

F .• n"".I1~ 011 .h. Wodoeod. , .... 11 , Am .. , 0....,'10.1011" 1E ."kI, . "'] hio 1,.1 ... 
bolo.. ."" of Sf. J.bn d,,. H.b ~'.b. 01. . '. on LooDiberi. CMlle •• d 
Baptisl for ranle .... 1 ............ lEo..,rII.,,-b "'.~ ,. ,,. 
d_, .. i •• l<1li .......... au.. patio.beo of W.iocll.",b, H ... k· 

•• DfOh k., i. _n" of ~ • 
... Wed . .... , ....... be''''' F_ 
or B~ JoI,,, .h. Il&ptis •. 

--
S ... _ 

---
-

.~ 1'aI .. ~ !l,,11 do. 

"" ~ ,.." "" - in .. I,job tlI~ 
~,",nt (B 11 .. 1)' d~ 
I'c"', .n, "",\t_, 

--

~ , 
! 
o , 
\i! 
• > , , 



J"ppuCL __ 0 ...... 

- I - I -,. I .- I 0 ... _ • 

' .... Lwabotooop_ y ... bbino · Tbos...e.dool,1laolur.1 F .... W .. l_, _ • .no. "'" 
1711l Moteh. &lid u...-s- of h. lIarob r.,.. "",II .... ol beoo< .. 

KDOrtoboroalh. F. OIl do, , ... "<1 follo .. ;n~ ... elI 
W..JraM"{ for ....... '" . 00 
:l.Itb Apri IOJ" calli. end beau, 
F. "" do, ...... 10U ..... iul ror s::t(1f oI,,*" 01 u- dop • 
~, \IIu ... dol ..... ,0 . ;.w, follo.-; •• ), F. o. 
W~y _, on. the lot 
Aapot r... ... 110" F .... dool 
• .,.1 fGIIowioc f ... -.p, F. oa 
11 ...... , DOIt ..tIer 2911> SeBIe!oI' 
bel- I ....... u. """ -... . 0J1 
doy ... U lollowl", meh MODday 
101" obeep, II. on do, ""'" 
ber",. lb. Wed"""'., ... hieh 
folio .. "'" 14lh Deoombet for 
tobe<t>. F.oD W~,Ioo. DIeD' 

l ioatod """.11\0 ODd "- F. 0.0 

do., hoi .... t.bo Wed .... , follow· 
....... ...a. -fo.""-Ibo l'- of 
Ibo N.dli-;::J. ohMp, F ..... 
"'" w ,\ooot. _1M>ned I"ot 
_; ... i .......... _:G:w. , .... , w ...... . s_ · Joll. Hoo . . 2 F. amnooIlr. )1) "" April, 

UIh April. {~) "" UnI ~( ..... aU .. 
<10, 0 S."""~ "" 1I000do.1 
follow,ol<) oottlo <k. M . 
.. ell wed on Frldo., for ~ 
ftoob, ft.b, &ad 0Iher PI"'''''o, 
and n>erclut.ndiM. 

7Aono, ""- . S- · William Hulou . 2 F. u>o.,.Jll'"fl .... T~, """I 
19Lh Ma,. _y_ x.....(2)_2kb 

Jaly. ( ...... a SOu.f" ..... "-
"" JoI_, ~ , for..uk 

M 
_ .... 1'- JoI. Mdo ..... k 011 

Fridoy r....J:.. ...... &.h, """ -,-

- I 
7 A..o. ... , 

"''''--

7 J. ..... 
0Ih J ol,. 

, "-
''''' ... 

. 

Gu ... lh~ .. 

1'orlIn .... of O_L 

c_, '" "'" 8<-'>aI, »o.ill~ 
...d Du~ of the bon>oogb of 
Kn.,...,borou,!;b, Yo.UhInt, or {I) 
F. o. Wod~l _loner tho 
101 do, of M .... h, <:) '" 011 :l.Ith 
~1. (3) F. .... oodoy..tltt 

Sep<em ..... , (4) F .... dol 
befon "'" W ool .... , >:lUI 
rollowiol Ibo 1411. o.;.....bet. 
(I) F ..... u.. do, .... I>d" .... 
Ibo Wod_, ..... ''''Iowi, 
"'" 2Od> "",..t ... ..- "_ 
!be No.i"'l7 ia sch r-. 

G"",t 10 Joll. 11000 end hlo hein of 
.... } o ..... 0111 .. Wod_ry, 
&alI"onL ( I ) on 2lith April, I~l 
on ~3'" J GI., Olld or M. uo 
... .. on Ffi"'" ( I' ... 110110, 
7 A ••• , pl.~, No. 16.) 

0 .... ' 10 WilI>- 1I,,1e ... 0l>Il hi. 
boiro. of ...... F. &II .,,011, bI boroooa:k 
or Mily-. S 'I"MI., ~ 0-
~,.r ... 1'_ of ter, 
(2) aD ~~ .. Joiy, """ 01' 11.-.10 ......... Frida,. 

I --
-

-

-

" -



{] ...... )I.~ .. 

-1-----=-=---;--I (1 .... !It>Iith«l. 110«. I 1" .......... "'On... I 
-------1--[-------:------\ 

A ............... ..... . : ....... 

I-~-.-rl -"--. -'I·--~.~~oM-~-, 
1---:---[--

7 Anne, 
181h AngulIl. 

8 AUM, 
23rd V.b. 

, .... , 
ISnl J~lJ, 

• Nonb' '''plon 

Hounolo... ""d 
hlu ro .. ,b. 

...... ' 

LiDMla. 

Sc,,,,,,,,, ~:'ll 

nli'II1:_'~" 
01 1'00. }o' ... ", .. Uy, ( I ) '''' W«In ... 

do.y n.,. •• n .... ~'c-" 91 $,. Vol",,· 
Ii"" 01,., I!w..,p, (~) "" .... 
.....,...t W""n ..... y In Apri~ (3) 
011 the 1V"'1.....!.y I •• ,It .rter ,be 
F_ ofSI.Jlunabao IheAI-W, 
(4) on !he Wed ...... , i ..... 
dioldy boom 1M 1' .. " of 8 1. 
lIi<two~ t.... nttle, oIooep, ..... 
-m,andiM, 

11. at IIoo". low c-<I, .... k on 
T,,~J'r. rOO" .. t,l .. , b""p &e. 
M . • , hlo .. .".Ih ... h .. ""k on 
no ........ y, ror If'oJn, fteob, ft>h. 
""" ~tbo. 1""" •• ...", .. wi,b lolla 
..,d pn>lIL 

William nt,lh __ yl . ~'. .... oolly nu 11 th ud 12th 
AUKnOC- (on I... ."bu day " 
S •• doy ond 11, • • "" )lQllu.y 
rallaw'n~1 rOt torm of 06 JHr8 
r""" M .. 'ul..... 1708, far 
.... Ie, pod •• ~. 

Two F. on • ..uy, (1) OIl I/Itb May, 
(2) _ Glh Odobor, ( .... \too .il .... 
dar ° Stonda, .... 1 I"",, _ Mon_ 
doy loIlo ... in.c). 'or bona, .... .." 
good. ODd "",",h..,d~. wilb .0111 
ODd proIILo. 

7 Anno, G",nt.la .'":""'1'", 1' .... ' 1 01 11.;,1)(_ 
220'. N",-. ....,"'" ... ,I h .. 1wI ... of I",,, P. 

at n"",~...,., :-/ottIwul"hn. ( 1) 
on Wed".,.r.. "'"'" oil., •. , ..... of 
S4. \ •• leut;oo i be B;'I,O\I. {2) "" ,j,. 
-' Wod-w, III April. (S) 
.... 'be W .. ln .... '!IU' "n .. 1M 
"_orst.~ (~)-,"" 
W ",h_~y ; ........ ;,,' .. 1 ... 
«d;~1 II ... '_of St.) icl .... 1. 

o Anno, 
15th Jolt. 

G .... nt 10 Willit", OI. lh ... ·.~· 1 .no! 
hi. hoi'" of .'. I I T,o"",""",,,". 
:-;00, • ....,,, OIL IIlb .nd 121h 
Aug." , 101" O~ yeon I""" 
Mi<I_I"""lj08 . 

Ilr .be Iuqni, i, ,,,,, i, 
"' .. (oon,1 ,"", • 
M. ., 1I ," ,n-lo..
"""". 1..-.j ... H' .... 
Smith"'I,1 l ink .. . 
~ ... 1 that • ~1. .t 
l olcwo1l. _M 
"",j."ire I~'
r .... t )lart.t. 

, 
• 



A,oft..o ...... .... 0.. ..... - I - I ~ •. I .-.... .., l'uiob '" Cbo«- Du_ · And",w DLTr' Cborla 
17th Dcl. ,~. 11"", ... , otho ... 

.. !notet' for lbe 
J:*lohlo ..... 01 II", 
pari'" or Cbosr<ri. . , 

. - ~.",-~". - . · Job .. l lorril · 
3hl Manlh. Iho )1_ 01 

·N ...... Dowo.e,. 

, ... .., W'- . """ · n.o_ E, .. · .. ""-
II Ju no. "' .. ~ . 

~th ·~&rcll. - · 1tobtr1llt""" · 

, 

~ t 
L . . 

t 
0 ___ - I 

AL -to ..... k "" 'I'uH<lo., r ... !o.h. B A~ .... 
t.al>. •• <1 ",her pro .... .,.,. .Dd ~t"J ..... 
good., .itb lOll. oDd l'fOfi .... 

Two F . ..... ur,~) .... 10th, 0" ...... 
l ltb _ 11!.b" • (t) lOll>, l~ J .. I,. 
I ltIl,_ 12th 0c<0I>0r. ( ... 1_ "'101_"::, • SWOda, •• Dd 
,boa ... 101 1. Tu.eodoy. ODd 
Wed'-.1 rollo .... 'I. r ...... ul~. 
IhMp .to. ... lib 1OI1' ... d l'tOIitL 

M. eoeh ..... 011 s... .. ...t., for lOA ..... r.o: ... d _twHIi_ FOIl' 11th tlo.· • 
.... Kill. (~ OIl UnI J ...... 

(:I) "" l\ilh 1oIItr. (S) OIl 
28'" N_I.ou. (t) .... 20dt 
April. (if ... , of tIoeoo ~. s....Lo,. tbeII DOl II ..... , r. . 
inIl). for gOOIh, .....,h&nd;-. 
lite., .. ilb ' ou. ""J pt'O/I~ 

M. _ b w.1t OIl Fri~ for ... ul. 12 An ... 
&Dd "h .. p. ·tbL"tCI. . .~n ... nl' 2 .. 1 J~J,.. 
( I) "" Monda] ..... ' .n .. E""r 0.,. (i) .. 8Ih M.j'. (l) .... 
nth J ... ...".. (If eilbo. of , .... _ d.,. • So"""" ,bM .. 
"'.-, fol ..... ""'), '" .... 110. 
aI.oofo, ud ......... "";110 ton • ...,J '"',. 

-

c •• ,..,., )l.~ .. 

r ........... oI00ut. 

Cro", to A,.!row 0."1. Cb.r\ .. 
]I ..... ond J;,'er. 01"''', of at 
_b .. eel: ou 1'_101 .. lthi. II", 
I:ri,b 0' Cb.gfor<l. "" ""'" .00 
or lb ........ J boneftl of Ute s::;i ...... of Ih, pori ... ., 
bogfonl. 

en,... III Job" 1wn..001 hio hoi .. 
011 .... F ..... .alll on ,100 Do ... Oti...... ,boo _ or N_ 
l:IIIwM.l' DOT .... (I) "" ItlIlo. Illh, 
_ l~'h 11""",. (~) ... 1Ot.b, 
I ltL .... J IZIb O<.oIoor. 

0..." I~ '1'OOn>n. ],;1" .,oJ bi.l>o; .. 
af M.. ~ wool 011 ~'u .. 101 in 
'0 .. 0 of W .... , .... 11<'<1o)", ... d J. 
r .... F. IIocre ...... Ih, ( II .. 
Un! J"_, (!)_ 'GiIo~. 
~ "" 2:8dI No ..... I.o.,.. (t ) DOl 

b April 

Gran' to Iloberl. fino,," .II~ I". 
1>0; .. of 3..1 ..... 1, """,10 ... , }'..w.y 
la SloeJroN, \I;><If.,"".1>II or "' .... 
1'. lloer-o ... ~ .. lh'. (I) '''' ll",,· 
dal ... ·d all<< i:;., ..... 1_,. ~) 
00 tIol. lbr. (J) on I ~ 

J ... _~'. 

I .-
--

- -

t 
-

-

. 
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~", ••• _ G ........ 0 •• _ w . . .. 

-
I I I I ,_. --I 0·· .. "1· 

. _. I 0 .... &oI'oi<ooI. - P_IilQno •. .-
-
11A~oe, AlphloglO<> - D . ... - Sir William Colo,,,,,,,. Y. "" Wod"" .... ,I" ft,n ... ok JIer II A. .... . G ..... .... Si. Willi .... ColI' ...... '. -

';11, .)Iardo. M F_ cf 51. MiehMl, 1'. 011 111." July. 1IIort., ond ni' h.i .. 01 II. ,n 

W ""-l01 III !"" ...... oller Alpbi~. 0.. <>6,'" WeoJ __ 

Eplp~-:s Y . .... WtdM$I&l in 
da, i ll m week af\er 1' .... of 

_ .tier dooo of _ SL MidlMl, _".,. P. "" 
F. OIl We~, III S ........ W~1 La arM ..u. .n... 
t./'Ioor u.. 'l'nDoIoliooo of SL '""'-" !:thoa" ......u..r 1'. 001 l'I'ed-

I 11>0 HartyI', far "'HIe, pldt ole., 1 i. a .... nek a l .. ""* 01 

I 
.. it.b II)Ila oed pnI/Iu. f::.u.., ..... ....,u.. P. ia B ... 

.oolr. .n... TtuolMl... of 51. 
Th ...... !.he MartI" 

11 .\ U". Snlilh - - YorQhl .. - U .. ry no .. ...,. . ' Foul' F. Annuoll,. (I) ~""' ... n. ;ng . . . . . . - By w.. 1"'1";,11",,, i , 

16tb Ap"il. 00 14th ~'·I>ru·'I' (~l <OID_ 
wN found 11,01. lbo 

m..,ci", ou 23<11 April, 8) """,. F . """,1<1 bo to.bo 

...... ci .. , .... t(ll.b A.~ kIM of tbe QIoeen • 
(4) _ _ ,..;'" 011 lOIb~-

_lod,oftht __ 

boor, .do ' 0 00IIli .... , ... ~ of SnaiUo, aad of 

<10" (if ""1 4.0,. &aMy. ohm J_ Y"""""""" 
... tdoodoy follow;u&), ..... fear ... !....-ollM 

.....,. F.,.eb '0_ ... "'" --Friday ill," .""k nut fdlowiltg 
Ibn 4no&., 01....::10 oflb. oop&nte 
fain ~tl .. 11. "> loot for ._ . . <!.;ro, fur b<w_. ..till, good • "'e., _lib 10U .... '1 proa ... 

I I A ..... Nottiop- . NoWnrham - ~ M"OI" ODd P.oo"''''''' ..... n( on Thuroda, aul II AD"" Onnl to the lU, ,,," ... d B~~ -
28th April 1I .... t':."' ~ NOI- bel .... F_ 01 F..aot.r, to Iaol 800> Aug. of NOItio.gbomof F. to tom ....... 

li-« . for o!&b' ""C F ..... 1'ricIo, "" the TIt. ...... , _, ""'''''' the 
..... , lIfl.' n..da, .... _ F_ 01. Ed., .... to coaci ... e dir.::'" .I,. the F_ '" r.x I .... ~""ei .. b."',.. ~.zt 
Epi ,.10 lui for oi(b. day"t, followiag.. ..... 01 UO)I.btr F. 10 

\ 

fur ... u...I ... ,,",,110,....:t -mu,. ............. OIl ~ ...... JLar 

. d~ .,.il~ tIIIt. """ prtIIIu. lbe Tvo:oda, im wel,.rter 
.h8 )'_. of Epie;""y, to la&t. 
r". ilie , pace of • (bl day. 118<1 
(0I1o .. i08 · 

. 



• • 
, 

- I 
II AAM, 

"" 0... 

L ~ .A."". 
20Ib Feb. 

12.4 ...... 
Jlilb J'.h. 

1210 ..... 
2014.10_ 

13 J..o..., 
nUl. April. 

. 

- I 
Foot .... cI U.",._ 

Sl&mfonl • . 

PKiAIIol n_ 
~. 

Bo.ak-.<&, porisIo 
oCSL SO-riooo ..... 

Whit __ " 
cl Ely. 

'010 

.lnt'Ot 
_ ...... -. I .-. .... , . · -B .... , . · 

Lloodn · "'-1"'. Aldermeo .. D..- 0 , ........ 

.."'" . · RoborI B_dOD · 

S...,. · John Will ...... · 

Cambridge · G"""P Down .. · 

I 
0-__ 

~. 

M . --' M So_, ~ 
<al.11e ud ..".,..,bo.udiIoo, 
".lit -' p«>dle. 

.;. 

Two F. "".\lA111, (I) "" each 18 AD"" 
'I"lI.-IaJ """, ~:,:.tCudJe. I ~lh Jgl>e. 

IIIU Do". (I) .... J . "'" 
bomro ... ril I"" r ... ",'Ik. :!:.t.. ..... wi"'. -' of p;... 
pow oood loUt oad ...... Ia. 

Two p ...... ""u,. ( I) OA 1&0. ,,-
lioDdaJ Lo Mar for lb. ...... ,.., Illh Jo ••• 
~2) 011 19th Oti&bw (ltD1 .... 

llDdo,., ...... Lb •• 00 Mood_, 
follnll'LOIo) Ibr ....... do,o, for 
cstll., .......... .u.., .. illl _~ of 
~,-' 10U .... d profile. 

M. eoclI ...d: oa T...s." TIl .... t Goo. I~ 
day ...... Soo.udo." .... be __ l ~tlI ......... 
w.DOd ~I u.e _bolo 0( 
~ .. l.~.elJ.r .... _p-_in. ud ...... bokino, i<lS<tbetwilh 
011 Ibo libMioo ..,d pl"Oll.u to 
ma;rhll oll-bou ........ ~ 

II-I • .och week "" lIrio.Ioy, fO<t .., ... , 
ft .... , 6do, .. d allloc p ..... loion. 
and .....rcbodd_ Th .... F ...... 

1 G .... I., 
nUl. Feb. 

m .. Uy, (I) .... I 1110 J ~ .. r ... 
Ihr<oo ... ,.. (2) .... ~ o-ber 
r.... thnoa i:. (S) .... 2;>0 . 
.1 ...... 1.. b , do,.. (ir ""y 
_y" • old&; ...... ". 11 ..... 1 
rcllowiDl). pIo """ ....... th&od-., willo """ ol pie-
po;r<Ior, w;cl, 10110 ond prnIits. 

. 

...~-

~oln-. 

(No annl ..... rdtd.) 

C .... , '" 1.M Mo,.,... A1denoen ... d 
Jlurs- 01. tho boroush of 
S\.Om1cnl, """ \beIr .. • .. 
01 , ... P ....... olIt-~bo Ibo :::t: r1...n- , ..... tf "« - o.."Jt~) .. 

oodo,..ul ~'" , . .Mo,. 

0 ..... 10 &bert lIoItOl' ... d hio 
bel ... nl "'0 F .• u .... Ul ... "'" 
pu;oh of H.,.,......,..ld, IWlfolk, 
(I) "" Jan Mod., I. H.~ ... 
... "L . ... for tII_ da, .. (2 OIl 
19I.h Ocl~' I/> _I;"". for 
lit ... <10.,.. 

0""" '" Jot... Wilu.... """ .. 
MiN of ,h_ if, ~ ....... CIa 

~J. n.."':l, .... SooIordol. 0' I.be ~ <AI tbo & .. luoi .... 
ill tile porioh 01 Sa. Sorlo1U' .. 
Sa,.,..,.. 

0 ,..., '" George Do .. n •• ond bill 
boin or M. _I. wool ... 1'1"i<lo" 
la Wh lu.loooy. C. ... bri<iK", .. J 
of III .... ~ •. .""...oy ~"' .... ( I ) ... 
11 th J~"', " ....... Ia ... r .... 1o ... 
cia" (2) .. t.'>Ilt 0et0I.er rut 1.10 ... 
.. ..... ud (I) _ 2.;t.b J •• -,. rot 
lII,. cIa,,, 

. 

I , ,-

--

- -

-

- -

-• w 



A ...... . n_ .... 0. . ...... 0.""" )I.~ ... ... - - I -. I .-. I 0 ... , SoW""'- - I raru.._ota.-. I "-
18 Aa.oe, Newcoell$o ..... ...... . 14:l'" .... Dar:- .""...., F. n • .:!:l' {I~'" ) 10Dds, t Oeo. I~ I C ..... , 10 .k ll3yor. Uailil&, on.! 'm. 0- "" ~ UU, Mo, . "'_. , M ... _U. ..... • ia F .. OIer • (2 OIl lI ....... , 131.b ~b,. ' 11M~ of ... bc""'''gh at .,_ ,lu.~_. i. 

L, ••. i. Wbi ..... _. {l) .. )I ... N .... ....cJe..,~I .... Ly_. S"II""""-'. wottJcd "fl."':'" , ..... 
day 1>01" ..... 1;;.Jo Jal,. r ... ""'tit, '" 110 ..... II .• n • ..ny, {I) 1m the ''''1" ... '-',101> .... .. . oII<ep, -.l --"-aeli ... with "'-t01 in F_ ~. (~) OIl to~_1bc 
_rt III pIopotl"d .. , ud toIb ...t M_lo.y l. Wbi ... n .....l, (S ) "" footiDg lbot ,he II. .... ~ J.I"'y ...,., ~ .... 1541> '" ... hiclt _ .bn! 

J~I,. held hy lIMo Mayor 
iii ........ lObo ...... ........ 

2 C .... t, sa-ud n ... ...w ...... . n ",,'1, 1)oh III Kn. P. a. SiL_ AD .... Uy ... lOob Sop- ia_ l~ C ..... 10 11""1' DDh at K ... t, .nd --
21 P oh. r ._, 

lember g'DIeM • SlUIdaf'...r OJ"",. hi> lItin oJ. ..... ually" Sil .... , .. ~ .. u.... "" .-loy foilowiDI . Y . tt.oe 01"",",_ Sil_, BrdC<>rd_ 
•• Sil_ -to .. .,.k "" Wed· eire, oa oJ .. 10th of Soptom""' , ...... ,/" .... 1 .f ll ....... ..,." ... ..,1< OIl 

Th_ . a. 11--*1 .,,"ually.(l l "" Wedn...tay, .ndol .. of.h ..... F.at 
TModt,y IOU' befora )' .. " of SI. IIlm>ldonnual1y. ( I) ",,~oJ 

, PI,mp."d &J-.(~) OftTu .. ""~. bc{QR F .... of s,. I'bllip aad 
day .n. W .. ,.. F.- of tho No.- St. J ........ {~) ... T-./. y <lOX' 
tlrlty ot Jolu> tb81Jar,1i.1, ~ "" btfo,.. ~'~aol 01 ."" Nouoi" ot , Tlto.l., Ml[' befon 'eu< S~ JoI,n ,h. u..ptl,t, (3) ... T_iar. 
Mioh.... M. at Ha=~l oo.eh •• "l><to .... .1' ..... o SI.Mkl, .. , 
,....,k OD Thnn<lllJ" for .. ula DOO .",1 of M . IIIoro _ II m>ek on 

••• M. for horwt """"""_ "~,u''''I:l fo< ","Oil. .00 o.b"'p. , iD, OIl Th"ma, ",,", ann 1' .... ODd 0' . ro, h ..... ootlI"' .... i':5 
, of Epipbcl:ly. "",1 to 1'Oo.i.", OD Tlou"" DU' .fI ... 1' .... 

- , e.ety Thursday ofltr .h ... up ·to ~ipl'''y . nd ""n.inui.g ~,' ... y --. , th$ 1' .... of PmIS."lo. at Virgin T Urod:r anor tb .. "1' to ..... 
M.,.. .- ~'_l l'u,ifi..tlon of \';rgio 

With.on.."d p"";t .. M ... y. (1' ••. Roll .. ~ C .... 1., 
" •. 6.) 

2 C .... l ~ M ...... or Widl.., &,1/1_1*'" Rk:bani T.", •• . }' ....... UY "" 16.h J uly (."1 ... 0 2 GfO. I., C'''M to Hi.honl Til"'" "nd 1,;, -21 April. s..odar. aad .~n on llond.)· r.l J UII@. l>eiro of F. "'ill,i" llo"", of Wid · 
to/lo1r,.~. 10 I ... for thrM tlaJo, lty In COIlDly of ~.b:I",ptOll. 
for .. "I<, oJ ...... _I ....... r.. •• .... " •• 11, Oil I~U, J",)','o 10 .. fM 
d;", ",;,b _rt ot pi<f'O""der .",1 tb_ d,yo. 

I ."'10 ...... po-oIl .... 
. 



1 __ ~_' __ ;I ___ ~ ___ I __ ,,-_ _ ,,_. __ ;· ____ '_w_~ __ ' __ +I ____ '_-_M __ i<i_~ _____ -I-__ ~_·· __ :I ___ _ '_' _"'_-_"_" __ ·_ ' _- _' ___ ---,-I ___ ,_"_._. _~= 
Om", '0 John T, .. ln","")' ~I"l hi. I 

4 (rio, I~ 
23n! Sept. 

Moo...,.. 01 T" 
w.".lio, puioh 
ofB.-..g. 

_ Jobn T",lowaey 

.j Cambridg<o oJ , , 
, 
, 
1 , , 
, 

• So-othamplllQ ' 

i 
, 
, 

Jobo, Bishop of 
Wj!lChosler. 

Sir Ridard Ho •• , 

""" 

Two F. "" ..... ny. \'1 on }' .. u of 
the .Moen,i.n, 2) On F .... , 01 
SL lrb,b ... 11>. Apootlo (u.le. 
• SundBy,.nd then on Mondoy 
foUowiog). """" to luI r.,. ,,, .... 
<lap, for ",,111o, oh""Po oDd ""' ... 
d"",dio<, m,b ron .... of p~ 
po.do!- ADd tolb ODd pl'Ollu_ 

M. oaclt w .. k on Tbunda.y for 
corn, ftub. bb, _ oth..- pt'O

~jsi,"" ""d "",,".bandi,.,.. Two 
F. &no", lly, (I) OD roth J one, 
(2) .... IOtb SerIO","'" (u~le .. 
• ili- do,. 80,,<10.1, ."d tben on 
1I0ll~O" r~Uolliog), f~r .allIe, 
obcop ,k 

'fwo F. annnoUl, ( 1) 0ll ~' ... ; or 
SI.. <leo,,,, (bo'-o" Urd .p,-;I), 
(i) on F ..... rs •. Micb .. l, (0"_ 
eitlIer dOl' 8undJ." ud th .... on 
M •• d~ foll"",i"I), fur "".11. 
and . 1Ieej>, wjth ""urI or pie. 
power DI>d tbllo and profit.. 
Tbree M. _h "<ok"" Tu .. d." 
Tburo<iay, ond s.'nrd., rO(" ftesb, 
Soh, p,""y;ol ... , "'" goods. witb 
toll. nnd profitt. 

F. ""nuoJly by n .... of Y.rnborou';' 
000110 F.ir 0<1 23rd .w ~~~l 
Se1"" ... b." (i[23M. &ndoy. ,II<,. 
." )[01><l'1 .. J TlIe.dul follow· 

4 Geo. I., 
9 Sepl. 

Z Goo. I., 
26Lb M.y. 

3 Geo. Y., 
l OlL AI',..I. 

$ G..,. r., 
26th Deo. 

bei .. of tW<l P. """"oily withim 
the Man.,.. of -rr"",.r1i. in Lbo 
!"'ri. I, ~f ~ eon.". U, (I) 
"" F ..... of lb. Aoceoa.ion. (2) 
OD }' ..... of SI. }[ot b.,. 11>0 
Apoo.!<,. 

Gnt"' to W,joth.,.I_!·, Duke .f ll<d_ 
fo,d, •• d hi . I' ..... of M. neL 
week "" 'fh", .. "" a' 'flo",,,,.,. 
Cambridge,..,u .r " .. 01-'. tb .... , 
( I) 00 roth Juue, .nd (2) OIl 
10th Sop/emoor . 

G ....... to Jobu, 1II.ohol' of Win_ 
<h .... " .... 1 hi • • """">eon of ',,"0 
Y . •• GOO\>O", iu ,be <01'U'lor 
Soo.b.mplO1l, (I) 00 'he Few. 
o1o,.f SL George {Zanl April)j 
(2) OD }'_ '\'10/ 81. )Ucltael, 
Dud of Ib"", If . •• ch ~k .,. 
TutodO)', Tho ...... ' •• oJ S"'o ... 
"ny. 

O",,,t to $ir Wcl,,,,,lU.,, •• n'''L, 
ond hi' l .. i' ">I of F. """".U, b, 
,bOl n .. ". "f ¥ aTubot"".<:h C"-...... , 
F,,;, in II •• loo ri>h .r 8'001.)0 
LoItogfu"t in Wiltohi", .1> tbo 
23 .. 1 .. ,,\ 24.h of s.,p.OUlbt<. 

in,; if 2~ 1h • &0<10,. u.... on 
Satunl&y bero« ond M,,!>dot ofl • • 

.., .ocll Sund.y). ror ..uJe, oheep, I 

.. ond "",,,,I",lldio<, with conn of 

I_'-_ _ _ I _ _____ I ___ __ ' ________ '_~·_·~ ... _ ·_·_ .. _·_"_'·_·_"'~'"_'_"' __ 1 _____ '_----- ----- _'_- ---- -



Hfti .. _ .... 1I&U'ft. 

I 
. 

I "- - '""" ... -. 
~ Goo. I., Maeb Wonloo::i: _ S." · NioholM aar,""", 
11th April. llo1lift oj tho Viii 

~. IJbeH>eo d 
M..di WeDlool;. 

8000. I., "'"'" " " ....... · Wiru-Lo ......... . 
Shc Mo,. J .".,.' .. w ..... 

",iolter 

8 Goo. I., NIDtwioh . ...... · H~ illfl of 01001-
J81h J"". nwndeIeJ· 

9O- I~ W.wl!, r:! S-.. Sir l'1IlIip 8' ....... · ........ cI. w.. .... 

. 

G ... ,_ .... I 
Two hi", 10 . .... 111, {~ 00 101 II Gto. I., 

M~{.;. (~) "" 23nl """",be. , 61.h Al>g. 
(WI olther da, a g.B<iay, a.d 
<hen ". MOAdar rol~). for ....to, 1lIeo... ..... _ 100M.*. 
.. ith "", ... of p" ,.", ...d 
10110 IIId "",,II. 

n.r... 1I ........... 011 T .....J.1, 80... 1., 
Tho,..,.u.[, oDd g"blnIo, ' for Ifill J ol,.. 
1teoh,40 , r .... 1o, ,ootI OIl Iw!-rt., 
..... good. to •. , wftb 10110, " .. 
tto:n .. tribut.N, ~1 ,>tOllU. 

Th_ F .... nolly, (I) ... ISIb II c.o I., 
MorelL. (1) 011 Ub Dftember, 3nI AprO. 
(00)1_ r1u.. da, • SuIHla,., ~ 
"" Mor>do,. '011" .. 1.8) • ..Jib 10110 
oodp«>/lu. 

Threo F . ...... aI~. ( I)" 6th II 0 10. I., 
)hy, (J) "" a J ..... (3) .... &til July_ 
Snl SZ':'1w. ( ........ ,. of 
u... :ro. SU ..... ,., II .... "" 
Konda, ~' for ..we. 
oil""", .001 wiob _rt 
or piepowdor ..... k>Us ... d ... ~ 

Gu .... ~t . .... 

~ .. (:.-. 
I 

0 _ •• " Xi obol .. IlArri.or:><' ."'\ hi .• 
""o __ .. llAllifl. of lho ViII .. ,I 
Llboni .. ofWIRloek, in ............ , 
0( Salop, of 1._ 1' ...... " .. 11" 
(I) "" I. Mor, (2) CHI 23m 
No ......... 

0_. 10 WID. , "' .. "'. and bill 
hoi.., of th .... M. _b .... 
..i,b i. t b po';"" of St- J ........ , 
w ...... ;_,'" Th..clo,. 'l"I1u .. 
do" oDd Satonhl' ot>d ofUeooe. 
10 dw>go ",.toln ttoblol ... ,1 10 
build ...... ht-Ito. " .. ith ,""opo 
ODd ",ber .... ""ildl .... 

a""" ,. U UIlt. . EorI of Chol_ 
deley, ."" hlo Mira of I~ 
10 bold in Null.ict.. i. oouol,. 
of Cb ...... , hro F. OftD ... II" 
0) on Ulb M. ,,,h, (2) 01> 4.b 
DIlooml>e., r"" elu' ••• booop, ODd 
",. rnhana;... 

G ..... to Sir Philip Stded.b ......... 
loll belt. or .h .... F . ..,= ... 
.... W.-" .. ill Ibe . of 
w_ Oobt-. in ... _.~y or 
S--, ( I) "" 6111 ) 1." (t) 
"" ani Ju ... , (I) 0<1 ani S0p-
-"-, 

,-
-

-

-

-

-• • 



' . ' .,' 
. ' ,,' . 

• , , 
,.,": . .. . .' ", ' .. , . - I - I 
10 (J .... ]~ •. ""- R._ . 

110_1. B<dhoI r-. 
41~ M"""'. ~or" .. k. 

11 0.... 11 """".....,. lith M ........ 

'2 0.0. L, Y_ofW.., "" ..... -. 

6 •• , ---. I 'w;,,· 

""' .. · Si. Hcoploooo ... ~ OI'Dn, 

So~Ib_""",. ,_ .... . 

''''''' · John Ool~ . . 

...., · Sir JoIut £ .... 1", &rt. 

I O .... /IotioiI ... - I 
F.... 1' .• ao.oIl" ( I) on 27110 10G_ 11 

April, (2) ... )1 ....... 1 toor ... 161b Apn"l. 
1'_ of Peto_. (~I ... !/OlIo Sept..,,,... (~ l'" lOch .0.--
Ia. (oDI". 1!71.1. April, 20th 
&p .. ",be<,00" 10th n...."'_ .• 
& ..... , •• nd th •• ~D Mo,,,., 
roOk,,";.,.). r .... eo!tle, """p, "nd 
8"""1" _ilk _or' or plol"'_dN • 
... d 1011 •• nd pn>lllf. 

T.., ~'. .... a .. Il,.. II) "" ~t1t ... d 13 Ceo .•• 
Sth April, (2) OIl 11th o.ooJ 12th .. ..... Do< 
Oc&ober, lif .... y.r ..... ~ •• 
Sonodol' ....... .... UOll"I' ow· 
iBK), 00" .... 10, oIoeep, 0.0;1 "' ..... 
mondioo, with 10lIo 0IId proIiu. 

...... F ..... o.aIIy, ( IJ .... 18th, IIhh, 
ODd 2I'Jth ADr:!; ~.... I .. 
2od, .. d 3rd'_ ,(if 0.01 
of lbeoo doy •• Salldah, th.D 011 
lI<mdar folo-I,.,). .... OOIu., 
oII ... p, _Old. ,nordoltldi,., with 
"""" or ",",oowd.,_ .. d ,oil, ."~ 
pron ... 

T .... Jo'. """,.u,., ( 11 .. 15th 12 0"", ' • 
April. ~ ... !!!lIb Oetobot. (u. 22nd JOI>e. 

... iii !l. . Salldo, ..... 

..... .. If ,follo .. I.n,), ,. 
muk, ..... .,. _I ~ wUh 
<011.0 .... ptOIIu. 

. 

......... 
....-rlO ... ,. 

OnDt ... Sir Soopi>eJo GIIDB .ud 
bio bein III ro... y . ... .....uJ" .. 
U._.I~ "iD~(I)_ nth 
Ap;~ ,ll on )1 ....... , bel"", 
F.... '_. (~ 20th 
So",""''''''', (4) ... 1011> IIltler. 

Ol"OD'1O J ...... ~.O><! ki. Uei" 
of \..., F ..... 001) ... 11 ...... ,. 
LNu, I. ~ ~·..,kloottl , ill 
Ibo. """,I, or s..",tIudoo,,,,,,,. ~I) 
... 4th .... 6t~ Odobrr. _ I 2) 
.... \It~ ...... 12t~ ~. 

(No 0, .. , ........t.d.J 

Granllo Sir Jo"" f:",I,,, 0IId bit 
lori .. 01 I~ '" 1ooIoL Ln on, 
pLo ... Ln ~i. _ r.,( W ..... ,,," • 
prill> or lhorlti~&o 110.,,,",,, I ..... )'. 
onn-'Ir. ( I) .... I~ A,,,;I, (!) J 
00 :t8Ib Ot-toloor. . 

I "-
--

-

I • 
" 



10 .... « ....... _ 00.,.... 

I-----:------li~~~'"~-~--·--~ .Ii--·-' .. -,-, .. --:: ___ -__ " _t o [_' " ___ 1 __ '"_"'_:1_. - orU-L I ___ >:"_~ ___ I 
12 0- I., T."n Wollin. kent _ _ I..,. lI_lw""" _ M ..... T>rMda, in _ ~ or.clr U 000. I ., en", '0 J _ 1I-r"~...J hi. I 
1711111101. ( We.t Mallia,). _,. /"or catu.., oIoeep ok. 16Ih J.... I"; .. or M. i. T o ... lto1li-: 

1 Ceo. Il.., 
IJIlI April 

, 
.v.....,.. .r Noo:Io<I Choobiu 

M"I{ . ... Hu· I 
dredot " 'jrralL 

J,;,d.....-tl, Eon ~ 0 :<.
ford " ... ....J n ... _ 
rieuo. a.-..iWI 
lion-, 0>0._ of 
OdOtdk 

• 'Philip lIok... • 

- Si , R<>pr Moo!YR, 
Ho ... 

lL nth -.eel ... lI_101. Wool· 
_" ....s SaI .... I. ,... .... 
... fo .. 1o, _....s Ioerbo. ..... 
pro~"'" lot ~._ ,-' (Ol[. 
~ l in ..w., p~, .. !MM, 
_T, -'" hidoa, ..... oki"'l. 
-';,b lolls .. ad I""~"'" 

~I . ..u. ..... k OIl 1' ....... 1 an.d 
So.torday for ft .. h, 1Ir.1,. , ... lo, 
roo ... bert>o, on,' othe, p ..... ioIoDl 
(~;"".ptiR' 1i,.., ...,tlt, @nin. 
wboot, a ... " a.d _I.) . wil]' 
...u. a.d profi, .. 

M .... h .... k 00 MOl>oL.,. TI,,.., 
F . "".DoI!,. (I) on -..0<1 'rn .. · 

! 
day in ~'.b..., .. y r ... th ..... do,., 
(2) o. T"~.y~t ........ F_of 
l'e._ ror ,I> ..... , .. , .. \a) "" 

I T ueodoy prw«Iio, ,,- .f s... 
M,nlle.. r .... ,h_ doy". for 

'

I • • ttl~. 0/1'"1'. 8oroh. ~.h. (.wl •• 
piD,_'" htrbo. 0",1 pro~i!loouo 

~.I-------,-------,--------------,--'-"'--'""'----'-;-"--'.-'-'-""'--""'---' 

.Ii Oeo. 11.. 
:HboI N .. •• 

2 G.o. 11 ., 
~6,b Ser~ 

( \Vat Moll;"')' K",,', .. T-lay 
i. """ ".eN: or ~ _lh r .... _ 
01 o1o.ev ..... "I.. 

c;..., 10 ~~, .. ard, F.o.rl .,c Odotd 
.te., .... 1 n .. n.t,,, C. ... diol> 
11 01,"- Coa" ... 01 (hI,,", .!to. 
klo .. it.,... 10 "'" hei .. of .... 
..td <''o<m_ '" Itrf. toG ).I_oIal, 
WO<l ...... y ...... ""'."'y 0JCb 
..... k I. Jol ...,.l.,... Fi<1d. in 
,",,,-I.k '" ~ ;\1..,,1 01>000, . 11<1,1\e
..,~. ,... ""'" OJ! d..tl, 10k, 1",,1t, 
rOOl' Ind Iwrbo. 

( 0 enn' ...,..rde<L) 

(I,.n. to Sir n ogn ~I,,"',., Dart .. 
oDd I,i. hti,~. 0( Ii .. ooo 10 hA<~ 
within ,b. nWKH" of N ... roa 
ll og .... h, .100 1I ",~I",\ or \Vi .... n. 
in.be ....,n,. oro ... ,...,.. ll. ••• ], 
...... k on ~'rid" ....... 1 . h .... ~'. 
."n,,,,Uy, (I) oa -, T .. .d., I' 
in ~·ob<.....,. f... 11 ..... day .. 
(~) .... T\oo!tol'l nut .n ... F. ... I 

(.1) .. T-r.~ .. ,,' be(,ft ,"' .. ,,, 
..r 1· ... _ rot " • ...., ,10 ..... nd I 

• _____ ~_d_ $I. M. "I>o'; for t~_ ""10. L _______ _ 

-• 

• > 

a 
• 
l 
• 
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,-----_. __ ._- ----

::::::::::~:::::::::::::;:::::::'~'~'~"=O<!""" '::,:~::- I 0" •• '"",. I--~-'-'-'I-~-_--.-_-"-"-'-~=·:::'::·:':::1::·:'::::'1----'-.-.-,---
---+--- --,--- 1 ----'" 
I'", ... i .. &,1 or Go- Thfft F. oono,lIy. ( I) 06 l" Ap<il, ,I 2000. I I.. l Or ... , to F .... "~i,. E"I of 0 9<101_ I 

~oll'uin . (1) on 29<10 Mo,. (3) DB 3nl Sop- 2011> Fob. plli.,ooo hi. lid,.. of Ii"",,,,,, to 

1 ... ,1><,. [". ""tilt. """, •• ""d I hold Oil .\I"".hy. 13", .. ". in 

3 Oeo. II. SpoldiD! . . Linool. · Anll<', Dud ,,,,,, 00,,·. 
15th No>. ogo< or S""",toueb, 

Iod~ of lb. lllI.oor 
01. paldi"g. 

" 

~ GM. II., Carho,,11 Cb.reh '-",- · Si, Too.,... 1.o ... th.,·, 
9th Moro:;h. T.,.. • . ,= 

4 Ilo!<>. n., Po.rioh··or LIozo_ P.",broh · J ...... Lloyd . 
. \lUI V I,..,h. ~1n>lcb: 

,. 
" 

, , 
, 

- . . .. _-
, 

m.,,,baooi .. , whl, loll. and profiLo. ]>lIn,l, of St. ("ollomb< Ali ''''., 
Co' n-.."II. .10.... ~.. '.ouall)" 

I 
(I) 01> I x Aptil, (~! Oil 2'9'h 
M'1, (3) 00 .1nJ Sel"'tnbe,. 

T _ F. onnll.II,. (I) on 16th Ap,il 4 Oeo. II .• Gtau] • ADII~. Ouch""" of lJuc. 
(toni ... 1611, • Suudj"'oo Ibo" 13,h Jul,. d".eb. of Ii~n ... II,." ,be ."" 
on17Lh).(2)onI9th ",,"(.ul ... b." bei .. "'or b •• e in Sl"'ldillg, 
• Sunday.ond .bDD on 19th) . fo, Li ll ... I". ".0 F .• ".0.11,. (I) "" 
~tJ • • od me",b'Dd ... , .. ILh 000,", 16th AIM'il. (2) 00 I ~'h J" ..... 
of pi.".,..d(" . .... d . ueh l od !IIICb. (u"lno ti the, do,. Soudo)" ODd 
Uk. ",050<mW0 .. Ilo. r~ ... d Lboo 00 ~I ondl' nUl rollo,,-i ... g). 
du .. ...... '" d"" otId ]XIJ .)0 to 
Lbo lord of II", sai~ "",no, . "d 
bo.loo,io! 10 bit toi .. in Spalding 
from Ii_ i .... ulonol, 

I 
~ . ... " oreok "" T_., to, .... tle . 4 G ..... ll., 0,"", ,. Si, "Cbow .. •• ",.t~.r, 

u...,p, ond goods. "il .. n. ",,\ 21tb Mor. Bart., .D~ bi. I ... i .. of 1 .... "fICC to """. boid 01 C ... """"I (."I,urcl, To,,·o. 
iu MUD" or L.o .... '"'. M . ... 1. 
.. ""k .., T -'" ro, .. 10 0/ oil 
....... 01. COIil. ODd ,b .. p. 

Tbreo F . loooolly, ( I) 00 7l.b AP'"il. ( No G f>U] , ,,,.,...Ied ,) &? on 51h Aug"'" (3) ou 19th 
toboI·, (oDI_ "'" oftbeoo .b,. 

• Suo<lo,. onJ "'0. on Moo.bJ 
fol!o1ri~, M. oed> """k au 
Wodo y,r ... c.we,......,., • .,J 
morth.ndioo, will, .. Ils .. d pronu . 

l , 
I 

I 

-.--. 

> 

~ , 

i' 

-• • 



-
.........". __ a.u .... G ..... 'hr>&. 

I I 
- I - - -. ,- (}no. 110'*_ - _ ....... 010"' • . .-

~ Ow. n, StomfOTdbam NortllUmber- Sir J olm S .. I.bu' ..... , ~I . ""o ...... k "" T h", .. I.y. 1'. 08 ~ G..... II., (;rnnt ." John 8 .. ,,,10,,,"" oml M, -
12111 Nay. (S_~). ..... BI.,.Dd MuLe. of l'm..d~J nut ~t'Ibr I llh ,l"gnal, 9111 M.r. I ... ,.,., ,"",I to ll~ M."er of . .. 

CoUor of Bolliol 1(11" caUle, ...... ,. lIooI., A,II. ro.,.lo, Colloge of H"JI;'~. in ,I,. lIni_ 

i. lIMo Uai~'r .-. bootbo, r,.I ....... o.ud "",t· ~,..;llol o.r~rd, ... ,\ ,h. Solooloro 

<I Ozlo ..... 101M! lIMo ........... ,.; """" of """,,,,'" of ,I", ...- eoI~1I" .,.1 tholr 
8eboIon of It.. oNr, _110110 _I~ ... --. bd. of .... "' ..... of 
_ ooIIoS" Iordo &.a.f...o_ (litan_l, in 

"'~_of 
Nonl\ulo>btrlaoo~ of )I , _~ 

Slamfdbam.(Slaa· ... oeli: OIl 't1rar.J . , IiUo,WIOII, 

- > orwlof }· ..... Th ........ ' ._ •• A"" 
IMh of Ao;:~.' 

60.0. n.. - . . "-" . 1bJ: oil(! RoC T.... 1' ....... 11. ( I ) .... 16th, 6 Goo. II ., (l ....... to tl,. lLo~ ...... J DOl" .... --
19th J ... borGugIo or ,. 11111, """ l $tb Stptetnber, fJ 7'" J ..... '" Ill. ~, 01 I)e,by _I 

.... F _ of !It. ('&11.1, ~.... 1 .hoI. _"",.011_ ... '" hold 
p<'M*Ii"lf .D<I _ -1 follo""o,. • ... F . •••• 11)' in 1M ~b. 
(d' ... , "1 • s.._)' .• _ "" ~ L6lb. iii., ...... llkh 
111""""1 folkl.-iu,). ror couIe, ber. (2) 011 tI_< '" !II. 

"""Po ODd ~~ .ith Pa.ol. ODd Ihe .1" ".d ~Ii", 
.... n. 01 ,;.po""'.,. _Old toUt ODd ODd II •• do, . e d •• ..-;Ii'" ,boo 

""'~ 
IOId rust .Joy. 

,o- n, "",.. ..... ., ..... . Mo. -" -TII_ M . .,.. .. HIt .... M-,",. 7 0..0. II ., C ..... , to M&rk F ..... k .... nd J oha -
\lOIb April St. )hrpnI! .. JohD t.._. Wod-eod,~, and Frido" '" • . 00<0- r.. .. ""'. ,hoi •• , .... 1\_ 1Id .. 1., ... 

w ..... _, ... ... 01 I r-"'o for boo, ... d t_ .....t "';po. ,. , .... for 
• .... , .ith !<>lit, --.. ,boo poor .r ,Ito I ....... 01 SL 
tribuloel ... d IMber proAl5, j~riI· M...,.... .... w ... m1 .... ,. or 1oI . 

. 
dieliono ..... _1._u. .... ~I"""." w ... ....w.I. ....1 

.n<lo., , • ...,b w.,.k ,. C~.I .. I 
S,,.,.,, i. Ifto 1"".... 01 St. 
~Iafl!&'~" ', \V .. ~"'n""', r .... :11 
,~ ..... fOl" ba, 0.""'''''', 



AI'I'U(U ..... tOa 0 ....... 0 ... " 11 ..... - - I -,. I .- 0 .... --... - I hnlooIaro" 0 __ I ,-
'''''11., ..... . . ..., . · AtIthou., L. S~ M. adI week 0. W--.s..,. 60.... u., 0....110 A""""" '"-II!., S.,. ..... --
~'" J·It· Fo.c F ........ 11" ( I) 0. I2ad I lilt 0- k...J of "'" ._ 01 M .. 1d, i. 

JalJ, r", 1_ do,.. (1) 011 II'" JIli~ ~ ond ~io hei .. '" lifttooo t.o 
N","-lIw, for 1_ "",0, (3) ... IooId, .. "'" .11\ 0( Mould ..t"'i. 
lou. M. ...... , (it"", 01 u.- """ .... ... _. M. _ weok 

• Suod." I.bo<o "" """ ... , , ..... -W«I-'." • H ,-, F . 
~, (4) on WIfI01....w., ... o .. U,. (I) .... inn,! J "lr t.o 

i iot%.r~octI'Ii"ll ~ _iD .. f ... Iwo d.,., (t .... Do,. f", ft .. b., G, h, row'" 11th No •• ml>ec,r"c t .. n d., .. (3) 
"'h .... oom, -- -,' .... 10th l4~,,,h, ... d (~) "" 
_.nd~ wIth ....... of ,~ .. w..t ..... y immodl ... ,y preceding 
"" .. oW, 0J>!l101l, •• d proBIO. A-"oIo<, 0.,. 

9 Gto. n ., G.....,hiU .. RI> ... ...... · Jolon O,.ru,Ul . M . ...ct. '1M on T IIIIOd". ·r b .... . . . . . . . H, ,be I"'l"iaitloo II 
, .. no.. - Smith. """ """ 80' ..... ,' lOr hrJI, 5 .... .. .. lou"'l IIw III, ....... fG'Ilt, _ .................... M ... _ld "" \.0 "'" 

pro...w- '" .. - ~'ulo domt«e of :':_p" Man. ....t H_~ l£I>o Marbl. ill 
(~, ~., ~~III' lIMo Oil, 0I 1 __ . ....a of Blook M... jill ,be ,...... 
brftod. __ , ..... h ucI 0181. AO>d ... , lIo1bor .. Midodlrou. 
ok .... ), wlill ""10 ..... ,.... ... 

; , 
• , 

10 G .. IL. '"- . Jlerl""i ... · ...,.. I~ ... d M.""" -" DO TD.<Io" W ..... 120.0. II ., G ...... 10 ,110 M.yor, Balli ..... d 8, "'" I "'I"ioI&iDO I. 
1/I1lI 1Io,. BtllI:;s...~~ "",.110._,. _ ~,r ... ~.- Bv.rr-'" 01 Ablo,dooo. I. 8 .... \· ... foulld ..... Ibe • • boooItI, eoatlo, hob. lob. f .... 1t, ""ire, ,.0<1 .helr' _ of M . .....,1d _ be t.o 

........ , .. i.., _ -. ... ~ 1_ ,hAt ""'1 _, ""~ i~ ~ pTeJodico • ..u.... pr<I'rioiooo .44 tllUd:tan. Ihe bor<;!o.~, /II . oacIt ..... k 011 ..,... .~ _ . 
diM, with 10110 ..., proS ... Tn_,. ·o<In ... Io" Tb"rod,:r.' abon lbe ..... k ... 

"",I Soamd." r"" __ ..00 II n .. bich the Mo,,,, 
o •• c .... 1 0100. 0 'oeb ,n.,kou. .. &e. bod .... ll .... • 
tbAy ..... ,loon .... hl .. 1 to. dP., . 00 Frld." 

pro.idod lhe goonl 
.... IIIOde t.o tho 

M."" .te. "" """"ilion, ( I) 11.1 un 1011 " .. II> '" 
.. IE ... r", «<II ... 1 "",n ooId in M. OIl )1 ....... 1 ... d 
Fri ... ,; (2) tI, ...... ;\lo1'" .Ie. ohwl,l ....... n,hl 10 

d 
.. k. .... 1 ............ 1 ~~ brout;h< 10 ...... Io! i. ~ , .. M .......... .I Frio !' ..... (S) """ Ibe lin.- of.-

• I 
of eo .. ..;.. ~o ... I""My ud Friolo, oIMMIld blwi. 
., 10 o"Uoe': IU r..._ . 

. . 



II Oto. IT .. 
2OI.b .. -.It. 

13 C ... 11~ 
7U1 Morell. 

• • ·r 

N ... Rod."" 

••• 

........... 

N H&-r • Sir Na.u-.. J(.'10 ........ ..... ll . Nth __ .. MoHar, W .... _ 
""y,.>IId 6o''''''"y, f"" Ietoh, 1Isb, 
r ..... 1s, 1"OOtI, ......... \ ",bot< pro • 
...... ( .... ~ Ii.,.. .. ,110, lnoln, 
J>r.I, ."".., ~.. hi..... ...d 
okinl), .. ill> 011 tollt lItId pn>ft..,. 

{No IIjlplicallau !'or \bit O .. at _ I"ooDd or. Ibe p.n.o.; 

120.0.11 .• 
.ht MArdI. 

130 .... 11 .• 
old> M"y. 

14 CN. II., 
23fd .A.prll. 

G ...... M.. .... 

1'Ioo1io ... • .. (lnM· 

(:""" 10'lto llailill". "'~Hor.. •• Dd 
Iloo'll'"- of,bo _.~ of Yo .. 
n .. ,' .......... n .. ln. )I . ...,b ..... k 
CIa 1.' ........ 1 and ,~ ..... r ."nnHally, 
(II """,n"'''';0l\"''' "I'_la1 .. fIn" 
.' .... 01 1 1"~1 1 ""1,, ... 1 , • ..,.,. 
li""o r .... 1"0 dnl' nul r"Un,.I"" 
(Z) ... nmonel", on 3"I.A.u,.,1 
u,1 to rontin .... for twO "bole 
da,.. lIul r"llo .... ~. (3) """,. 
.... aein' ou .' ... , of St. Looh 
o"<l to _,io'" f".. '100 .1101. 
!lop nU' fdto,..I"r, ... .1 In odill· 
tioo ~Ii~, lwo ~ )'., ( I ) 
"" 2I\I.b ",.il. or>J (1) <HI lot 
Qw,t .... , ,..i!h ..... 1'1 of plPpowder, 
_ "l,b oW"",. _lloiccoF· 

C ..... '" "i, N .. ~ ... ld Cu..,.., 1 
iIal\., hia ,-"ro oad .""\p" ... iIL. 
out _at, of lioe_ '" bold. • 
1I.0II )1 ... ,lay\... W".-lay . .... d 
SoiOTd.y In lj rto.' D""",e.\d. 
1)"ln~ _tb 01 vl"OfUaOl" Sq ...... 
in tbe p ..... " of St Georgo· .. 
I laDO\ or 1Iq,,.,... lu '''a """"'1 af 
MidJleou, r". ~Nh, ~ob, /Qlf1 

••• 
C"",' to ;. bn.h" .. {)i~"". ~I. !H,I,. 

aDd .... 1 ... witbo<ol .. _ot, '" 
1_ 10 boIol ~I .... h...u. ... 
~'Y' ,,04 , .... p . ..... ....uy• 
( I ) ... T .... 1 bot .... Wkl"". 
05" ~ (~) on I~'h "'"Pi, 

,..\- pat ~ - . 
I.ai-' in "eI>ooo"Ift" 
of i.-rp<><t" ..... ' .. 
,bII &iii", Altlor. 
....., ..... lJurc_ 
of tI,. \><Jr<>ngh of 
N . .. R..J"", . """. 
firming ,heir aD' 
ei.." hborl~ .Dd 
~ ..... \iIIg rurthor 
prj";. in addi· 
Ii .... .A. ....... , ,he 
pri";lop II"",I..,! 
it lhaI. of " ...... 
cl>aalluild.. ( I'.'. 
Rn&, 12 n.o.. IJ ~ 
pl. 2. No. \3). 

[Sf<- u, ..... /""" 
U ...... , ..... "'" S"". .Uno. E~".ell 
from C ..... '" ,...1.] 

ot I.Itlfonl, I. ,ho .... n'1 of I 
_________ I_-=N: ... ::~· ... ~ .. ~': ... ::~'::'·~~ ... ~ ... ::··~l _____________ ___ L. __ L __ -' __ ~L ______ '-. _______ .. ... ....... __ ,L ~'"". 



, ..... .. , 
• 

.unu .. _,. GuIm. 

I 
. 

I I I 1- -. -, A.ppU ... L 

)50..:.. U., ...... s,_ Mhldl_~ · ...... - . . 
Ilth ·Pob. · "..ri.hor:;" .••• y. 

.' 

• 

,190-. D., 
31d Sep,. 

;n.e Malll., I,ing 
bot; .. .", Ri."" 

· o.... ... d 00 ... • 

N orlolk SIT "l"hoo. U.,.., JJ.tt.. 

ham (or Sl 
Job.'.) Eu. 

19 Geo. n~ Th • ... , ... NorIDIk · Sir Tboo. Rare, B ..... 
61h NOT. ~ Do""lWD. 

• , 

I , 

«a .... II., 'I'I>e ,ViD.r Mi<LllooeI · J _.E....lofN .... b-
&.10 Fob. G_od. poT;ok ''''p!OJt. 

~" J._', 
Clortu .. .u. 

I 
I ._--- -

G .... , &';";1«1. , 
• 

"_. I 
lL ~..,h ...... on T......v., ..,,1 . . . 

T".r..t." for 1I00I' ' S.h, ro ... l, 
mow, herbs, "",I O'" or K"";";o" 
for hUID.o r..,l, will> ~ loll • . 

)\. -, - ." Monda, ,,,. 
buUor. T •• ,. ~nn,,~lIy. 
(I) on 'be I.h,h "" zanl 
A[I'"il, (2) 00 lite 1:I" .. d..!., 
Do" nh ... , OIl 2~h OOI<>\.oor, for , 
eoulo ' Dol o<her g<>od .. 

)1. ..... b ..""t on ~Io","', on ,,, !II 0..>. H. , 
:\l.,L for I........ ·r ... F . -. 16,h ".0. 
•• .ny, (I) DO 2;\h A[>til, .. 
,00 Mllth Or lb. Ho".we . • I 
U,.oplio. of 8i' TOo .... II....,. , 

~) 00 2",1 N"""mbet, OIl the I 
owdole .... 1 anoti>o< t»eoo 01. 

..... \$ ft._od btlong;"l\" """",10, 
or On , e Moth,"", \.be OJ.lioo of 
SiT TIt ........ u...-e, r... eattl" ... d t,:'.. Li",,= \0 ohatIgo ) l 0' 

".ham rrom &wnby 10 
TI,.rod. y. 

1M. _b """'k on T~ay. Tho ..... 24 0 00. 1\., 
d8" •• d SoL. rday fO!" ...... ",,<I 17th April. 
D • .n--l .kj .. , of oboeI' and 
1=1>0 killed ";Ibin Ihe ~m; .. of 
the bills or "','rul;.y. lOgothet 
... i\.b "' .... ,.w.. "'l~ ,"""'C", a.d 
oIAIL'$o. 

~-"' 

. 

Gum ~I , 

"' ....... " ~ G,".,. I N_ . 

. . -IllY ,b. I _qui,; . 
wall foooo thol 
M. for 1Ieo!t, 

1>0<1 it 
.~ ""', -. AD<I fowls ,",onld be '" the pr.j"dice of lbe )loy"", C 

monolly ~,," Cili",., or Loodo<', prOprielQn of Leod.n-
.~ Mork<" bUI ,hoi' lrI. fOO" root" herbs .00 
'Ullf ..... old no, pre.io,I;". ."y ..... -. , 

(No GUilL ~o,,"'d.) 

Ora., '" Sir TI,.", .. Hare, B.;rI., --
hio I,e,,, ..,,1 '''';gno, of Iieti>ce 
'" hold M. _It .....,k "" Mondoy, 
00 'he MoI.b, rO'< bult ... , on,l tw. 
F .• "n .... lly, (1) on 21tb Xl. F) ~" ~nd Nooo'"'",r, ' of 
""hOI" li""neo'o ch.ng<> n~~,hi 

dAJ .. DOlI'n1""", in .... "'I or 
Norfolk, rrom SoI.nI,,] • 
T bonol&1· 

Onn. • Jam"", }:ar1 ., NOt1h_ --
... '~ton, And hi, hOi,. of Ii""."" 
t.o " 0 M. "..,h . ·N'k OTt Tn.,..-
doy, Th .. rod.], .,. 1 ~.,u..Y. DO 
.h. Vi""f": G.ouI1d , I',..w, or 
S,. J"me', Clerke" ... .!I, M;'1<l1o-
"", fOf "' .. nnd ull,h~_1 lIIti". 
of.n '!oN!' ."d l.lI,h. wl~..."..... 
.. ec <l'~1 "".11 bo kill",l, wid,;" 
.h" li .. i,"of.be billuf.,0n"H,y, 
logotJ,er ,.i,b "' ..... ".bI. 
pi,""'!."" and ... Il"~". 

,.11. 



. . 
............... ro. 0""" ... 0 ..... 101._ 

I 
. 

I I - - -,. _. 
G .... -..& ... , .. " ......... O .. ao • ,-

, I 
2'4 Gee>. U ., "'- . · 0-. · Joluo DU •• . M. -to oteei: "" W..r ...... y. ,... (lio G .... , ...... n.Ied.) 
11111 )I ......... F • ..,ually, (I) ... "', WfIII-

.....ta, .n..- EaIIer Ooy, (tl-, .. "' ... _, .n..r M;c .... _ Do,. Q oh<oop.od .auk 

!~ 0.0. U~ )1"''''''_ K_ . )I&- ,IK...to &IIId H.. ... -"'" T __ y ;" ~......, 21 c... II~ 0 .... , WI Ibe )I.,...... ,f .... ""'" -· · , ....... ~11 '" _j/r, for oMot' """ "",lit,. I .... April C __ I'~ of 1\1"1'0 T ..... _' 
K1"f(1 T ....... """ ........ '" oid_. Ken.. .,.d 
I'arido of laIaid_ 'heir ... 01 ti ...... to -. M •• M . ",ili,i. ,bo .... 1 to ... 

....a pooriob OIl 11>0 _ 1"_, 
of """'7 _,II lor .hoop and 
~~ 

Ji a- U~ .. - . · U...,o .... · J<>b.l_i_ . To ol..- doy. or. lIol.J!"II: K. &Del 32 G .... II., It.o:iti"l • royal I;"" .. booori~" --
&h A ptII. ,_ .'. """ ... on of pio"" ..... 7th o.e. 6th .·.broo.... 20 ~::&iu. b, 

pl<!d hy Qu_ hli .. belh • ..,,1 f. ..... 1fd to CbarLeo Iloller. h .. I 
10 boW.I1 ......... k .... Wod_ ,.i .. . "" .000r" rot hoidi"g 01 I 
do" 101 F ..... SIb, 11th, ond lOib AI. _kll ... "I \..-0 F.lnDu.ll)" 
April, aM ~",l F. "" .. th, 6<1" in 10". of 130..".". OIl_wi .. 1 
_ 6th SoPWIll' ''', .,.l,b • " •• ,,' (;b<pioll " .... 0., I. 1.1 .. """n'l of 
01 piopoll'<1~r. 1I • • J<>t<l, ........ 1 ofll<._ &e., 

."" ir"'"' to John Tomlin""" \(J 
Ioold AI. 00 Wed ........ ,.oo 1"·0 
~' . • onulIlI{, (I) GO Bth, 9th, OD~ 
lOll, Alori. (2) on 4lb, ~II, .• m! 
Gth s-p .. mbe., l<>(eIht. ,,-ilh 
tOO" 0( p;.po...Je. on Ihe .. ~o-ral 
day . or holdiog Ihe M .•• d "'. 

llG .... W .. MIllO!" or w "",." · John. !)uk. or Bed· lIo1idol aDd ~'. on ,h. r _ 1>01 of 2 G .... 1II., U .... , 10 J <>bn, Uuh of 1ledfor<l, SooexU'W)1 fi-()JlI (hool 
181b No~. .... lbo Circumt;';~n. r.. IM>roeo, 911t J uly. hi. bein ud .. gu. of Ii •• "... among Sp""i ..... I>~. 

cottle, obot-p, ond prOI"ilio .... wilb 10 ba ••• r. upon r • .u '" ,be tractI {. om an.oto, 
....... ..c p.po-cd.r. Ci"", ... illion wi,hi. ,ho __ ..r ,...1.] 

Wobono I. ,ho porisll 0( W ... 
bora, il . ho ..... My 0( Bedronl, 
(or _ .... i!h .. _" of pie-
"" ......... d <1000 po ..... .--• 

. . 



Ap .... ""~J_..". (I....... (I ...... ",0'. 

; I _ _ ~_'_ :1. __ "_-__ �==-~_-_·~,_,~·_=_,I--.. -'-"'·-.. --I!---"-··_'_-_. _'~ ___ 1 __ "_"_,_:1. ___ '~_ft_-_··_'"_-___ I' ____ ' _- _· _ _ 

6 a.... Ill ., 
16lh JuIJ. 

"'"" '"-16lh July. 

7 Geo. Ill., 
H th!)epl. 

C •• MerburJ 

8 GO<>. Ill ., O ... bomo 
12111 F .b. 

K., MOJO<, J umlo and 
eo ...... ooJlyolk ... ' n 
...d porit.b of Mold· _. 

et.orl .. Job"""" 

"""" ,.,." 

M. _II w""k on Wed""odaJ, IOU 
,_, COl" M"" by ... 1101_10 .",1 
...... U i. bof!;o, po<"kota, or <ltb<,. 
wiN. 

M . _II week "" T"nurM"y, toll free, 
fo, hopo II, wholesale . "d , ... il 
;0 bop, p<w::k.u, Ol" otb ... wi... , 

M . ....t, week on Tueld .. , Thu..s. 
da" ODd SUu,"""" ,~. ' ow ... d 
o.d,..,. ... 1 .ki"" at . h"'l' ODd 
lam"" lOgeIher with .II-.I>le 
toIlo and .tJ.er emoluments .. bot· 
__ u i.eidonl ond iIeIoo>IioK 
..... 0. 

.101 . eoeh week 00 Tuood. y • 

60 .... III ., 
l8tb Aug. 

6 Geo. Ill., 
18111 Aug. 

~ 0..,. III ., 
2nd J .... 

Oraol to II.. Map .... A!.lermeo . .. 1 
Co"n"onol" 01 ,h. oj ,! of Va"_ 
1>0,,.,., and th.i, 18""....," of )1 . 
_II ...... on Wed""""., .. ithi" 
th •• ilJ fo, .. Ie of hops by 
" t.oIeoo~ or ", .. il in bop, 
pod::~'" or (ll;1I. , .. i ... 

Gran\ 10 lb. MaJor, Ju", ...... ~ 
ComVlooah, of .10. I{; .. ~'. 10"0 
and parioh of M~jd"""., j" K ent, 
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b.ye ",;,bin "'" to .... o"d parish 
• M., toll r_ <>II 'Churo<ioy ;0 
... 11 " o.k, ro' buying ""'" of 
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bop, pod<Cl'l, 0' (ll;1,en< .... 

Gro", Jo Cl,o<l .. John""" ... d b;. 
b",,, d h"",,~ Jo 1.,ld )t . .... h 
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'be lohn", in ." . ...... 11 d 
8<0 ..... " I .... b .. ".oki,,. . ,oJ lo .. t>
,k;". , ",1110 , •• """,Me '0Il. 
b<longing Jo ... 010. M. 

BJ (be l oquili""o it 
w .. f"..0<1 tlw we 
M. wouhl be of 
Y<:lJ' InooRoidenobi. 
d ....... to M.~ 
Red""b. 
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le ~J II .• MarJ!:.1e 
9th J ul, . 

17 G"" III? Pi. k, n", 
2~1h J UDe, 

22 G.." IU., Ripley 
IIIh July. 

2-' 0.0. Ur., 
Trini ty. 

¥orbhi .... 

K.." • 

App .... . <. 

.F ... oeio Cobb ."'\ 
John Bak,r, .... _ 
d."" of .IK pi., at 
M..-pt •• 

O .... <~ ... ,1. 

~ <>pen .ud public ~1. in Iroild. 
;011 tbtn beiDI ........ 1 00 ,h. 
Pie, G_n. or ~ro, ~n, 
eo." 110011, n.b, ,,,,.It,y, egg" 
blmer, I,,,;,. ' .S"W>leo, OlId other 

P'''''''''o .. 
• J ooillh MOJ "ord aDd Tb_ F ..... ,wly, (1). 00 MODda, 

Ri<:Mcl H ill, lonS' l un. bolo,," O ld CJr.o.dItm .. Doy, 
of lb • ..,..,.,. of (2) 00 M.I>da, ... 1< ber.,.... Old 
P ickering_ :lhy Da,. (3) on Moo"", nul 

ber".., Old )!utiuUlU 0.,. 

Ilby"" .Dd Cili ..... <If 
oi" of nocb_e. 

Two F . • Dno,lly. (I) "" 611. .nd 
'ilh N~._ber, (2) 011 23rd ' Dd 
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....... ~ ... nd mereh""d ..... 

P obl;" }\. OD lb. r ... rt.b Tu....!o, in 
"''''1 maDill. 

, 1)0< • • P . .. ;. ..... of C""., 

11 G"" III., I G"",' to F .. "cls COO!. no d John 
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Mug".' .mlllle" .. -.... of 
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lo",n of ~raJi"I~. 

25 Gt<>. III~ 
121h Jon. 

G,,,,,. 10 ,ho Mayo< 3nd Ci,i,",," of 
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u..;, ".«NOn, of ]i"".,," •• h"U 
M. OD !!Ie foort~ T u.....J.y in 
enry moolh &I lb. ",'''''''00 II ... ' 
,b. High SI",.,., pMio;l. of St. 

11-, 'he i DqOW'ioD i, 
". .. (""DJ I~RI . ho 
F • • ....,kj be of 
..,..,. ,..,..J I dDm.oge 
\(> F . al G.ildford 
OIl f lh ... 161-h III" , 
. Dd I. 1'. AI Kio~. 
,10. OB J31h, It'I'. 
1611>. IOI.h, and 
17 •. 10 No •• mber, 
huHI,. p"blio ;_1 
{fOOl d,. gr."1 
. ""ld "grt*,I, 
"....,~ ... ,h. 
" .... n dton>O/l0 
",to..,.."." No 
granl, ho~· •• "" i. 
r«:O,J>:<l. 
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oboep, ~ &0. P ublic ~' . 
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820.... m. Leintwardi.c · HW<>rd,bil'8 Richard P . Koigbl1 . 1\00 .... "".u":i;. (I) "" l~tb May, 
(2) on 6th o._ber, fot born"" 
.... *. h",_ ..... p, S:' bopo, 
buuer. "he-. _lid en T ware, 
HD"" ud """"'1<00. oloth. 

0 ..... 11. 0 .. - I r... .... I ... <>IO ..... 

:M G..o. Ur., Gran, to H ••• Winl""!' Morti""" ... - 01 1",....., to hold M . <HI ..... , ~itIe 
01''1'""",,'''' C<>url R_I. i. tho 
...rioh of SI, I'....,...., Mid,!I_ •• 

26 /leo. 111., Or,n' I<> 1W.oe<1. B"""" of I;_~ 
30th J."8- t. bold puhlie M ... ilbin town 

""d 'M"'" of &</Ier'Sbo,n, II.", .. , 
~, " public , ,her. ''''; ... " 
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. . . . - - . -

3i Geo. III., G_, ,- lVilliM' K"OI "., hi. 
IZLb Aug. ~i .. M lleo""" t.o 1.014 M. "'""" 

... k Oil nu'no:\oy i. Fi'b::~&rd 
(JI'iokanl), in roun,y or P .... • 
broko, and 01"" • p.W" F. in 
,be sa"", ]>lo.oe Ibri"" a r-, 
( I ) ~" 6110 Fobruary, (2) on 
MOb~ i . Whilo!UD ",..,It, (3) on 
171h " •• mber, for ooe ~T ea.:h. 

82 GIn U I.. ..... -. Oran' to Rieluord PATn" Knt!:'~"d 
his heirs or I;ow,," to I~ '" 
lb •• mogo of Lei u'-ru;ne, ,-
lb. """n'r of 1I.",foro.!. .. -,. 
... MaUy, fl) 0 .. 1111.1. 
(2) "" Sib No ... m'-. 
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47 Goo. Ill. "- of Stal. 0...- - H ... ~ Earl " ". (No Cnn< r<!<XI"loJ.) ..... U~ "dge. 
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.i,bin 10"0 of Gisbol"Qllgb io 
Clon)_. ~. OTk.bi"" oud OW 
' .. 0 free aDd public M., (1) OIl 
Ia .. T"~'l iD Juno foe buying 
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A.PPBNDIX. 16:! 

Digest of the prOVlSlons of the Public Health Act, 1875, and of 
the Markets and Fairs Clauses Act, 1847, with respect to 
Markets in "England and Wales. 

Rights to establish and hold markets ~n<l to take tolls in them are conferrod by 
Charters, by priva.te or local ~'\.cts and, so far u.s regards urban sanitary rt.utLorititls, hy 
the Public Health Act, 1875. 

Provisions of the Public Health Act, 1875, as to Markets. 

Pow",' of Urban Sanita,'Y Autlwrity to JYrovide M(lIrl"t. and Marl .. t Oonveniences, and to 
take Tolls. 

A local board or improvement commissioners, with the consent of the owners of 
property and ratepayers in their district, and a town council, with the consent of two
thirds of their number, may do any or all of the following things within thei,' ,lis!>';c!, 
viz.:-

Provide a ma.rket-place, and construct a market-house and other conveniences, for 
, the purpose of holding markets: 
Provide houses and places for weighing carts : 
Make convenient approaches to the market: 
Provide all matters and things that may be necessary for the convenient use of the 

market: .) 
Purch""e or take on lease land, and public or private rights in markets and tolls for 

any of the foregoing purposes: 
Take stall ages, rents, aud tolls for the UBe by any person of the market. (38 & 39 Vict. 

c. 55, s. 166.) 

Rights of otl",,· pe,'sons in M,wlcet8 "ot to be inte:rf"red wilh by U,'ban S anitary LbtlIOJ·ity . 

No market is to be established by the urban sanitary authority under the Public 
Health Act, 1875, so as to interfere with any rights, powers, or privileges enjoyed 
within the district of the authority by any person or body of persons, corporate or 
unincorporate, without his or their consent. (38 & 39 Vict. c. 55, s. 166.) 

Oompulsory Acquisition by U"ban Sanita,·v Aut/unity of Land2 for providing Ma1'l",ts. 

If the Local Government Board by Provisional Order empower an urban sanitary 
authority to do BO, they may acquire landB compulsorily for the purpose of providing 
a market." The Provisional Order must, however, first be confirmed by Parliament, 
(38 & 39 Vict. c. 55, ss. 166, 176, 297,) 

Power of Marlcet Oompanies to Sell tlw& Undertakings to Urba" Sani/a,'Y AutlJorif,y. 

The urban sanitary authority may purchase, and the directors of any market company, 
in pursuance, in the case of So company registered under the Companies Act , 1862, of 
~ special resolution of the members, passed in the manner provided by that Act, aDd 
ID the ca~e of any other company, in pursua.nce of a. resolution passed by a majority 
of three-fourths in number and value , of the members present, either personally or by 
proxy, at a meeting apeoially convened with notice of tha business to be transacted, 
may sell and transfer to the urban sanitary authority, on terms agreed upon between 
them, all the rights, powers, and privileges, and all or any of the markets, premises, 
and things which at the time of the purchase are the property of the company, 
subject, however, to all liabilitie. attached to the undertaking at the time of the 
purchase. . (38 & 39 Vict. c. 55. s, 168.) 

•. Jt. is doubtful whether thi!l power would extenn to II compulsory purcbl\se of m(l.l'ket rights. 
a 56UI$. y 
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nOTAL OOKm l'ION' ON MANtI'!' lUQRTM AND '!'OLL~: 

Inco'Tomtinn, of tI", },fuo'kets aml ]!'ai,., Glaus", Llet, l 847. 

For the purpose ,of cuabling an:r urban sa.ni ~ary authority to ;stabl i ~h 01'. ~o rogl~1ate 
mal'kcts, there are lllcorporated wIth t~e P ublIc H eal th Act, 187;.>, the provlslons of the 
Markets au c1 Fairs Olnuses Act, 1847, m so far as the same reln,t.o to markets, that is 
to say- .. . 

With respect to the holding of tho market or fatr, and the P"otoctlOll thoroof ; 
With respect to the weighing goods and carts ; and , 
With respeot to the stallages, rents, and tolls. (388.; 39 VICt. o. 55. s. I G7.) 
These provisions will be found at pp. 3 to 7 of thIs dtgost. 

Tolls. 
All tolls leviable by an urban s.uitm·y authority in pursuanco of the Publio Health 

Act, 1875 , must be approved by the Looal Government Board. (38 & 3U Vict. c. 55. 
s. 167.) 

Byelaws. 

An luban sanitary anthority may, with respect to any market belonging to them, 
make byelaw~ for any of the purposes mentioned in section 42 of tho Mal'keta and 
Fairs Clauses Act, 1847,* so far as thosc purposes relate to markets. (38 & 39 Viet 
0. 55. s. 167.) 

The byelaws must be under the common seal of the urban sanitary authori ty, and 
any of them may be altereel or repealed . by a subsequent byelaw. (388.; 39 Viot. c. 55. 
s. 182.) . 

The urban sallitary authority may by byelaws impose on offenders against them 
reasonable penalties not exceeding 5l. for each o,ffence. and ill tho, case of a continuing 
offence a further penalty not exceeding 408" for each day anel' written notice of the 
offeuce from the authority. All byelaws imposing any ponoJ.ty are, however, to be so 
framer] as to allow of the recovel'j' of any sum lees than the fllll amount of the penalty. 
(38 & 39 Viot. o. 55. s. 183.) 

Tbe byelaws will not take effect nntil they have beeu confirmed by the Loosl 
Government Board, who are empowered to allow or disallow them a..~ they think 
proper. ' 

Before byelaws can be confirmed notice of the intention to apply £01' confirmation 
must be given in one or more of the local newspapers circulate(l within the district to 
which the byela.ws relate, one month at least before the maki llg of the appl ication; 
and for one month at le .. t before the application a oopy of the proposell byelaw, 
must be kept at the office of the urban Lllthori ty . and be open ih1l'ing office hours at 
the offioo to the inspection of ,the ratepayers of the district to which tho byelaw, 
relate, without fee or reward. I 

The clerk of the authority, on the application of any mt<lpayer ill the distriot to 
whioh the byelaws relate, must furnish the latter with a copy of tho proposed by~l.ws, 
or any part of them , on payment of SIxpence for every hundred words contamed ui the 
copy. (38 & 39 Vict. c. 55. s. 184.) . 

1'he byelaws are to be pr inted and hUllg up in .the offioe of the urban s(1nitory 
authority, and printed oopies are to be cOllspiouously' exhibited in the market. 

A printed copy is to be given to any ratepayer of the distriot to which the byelaws 
relate ou application by him for it . (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55. ss. 167, 185.) 

Provisions of the Markets and Fairs Clauses Act, IH~7, as to 
Mar kets. 

The following provisions of the Markets and Fairs Clauses Aot 1847 so far as they 
rclate to markets, a.re incorporated \vith the Publio Health Aot; l S75, so 'that the urban 
sanitary authority may have the powers given by those provis'lons for establishing or' 
regulating markets, viz" the provisions headed: ' " 

With respeot to the holding of the market or 'f air, alld 'the proteotion thereof; 
With respect .to th e weighing goods and oar ts ; and 
With respeot to the stallages, rents, anel tolls, ·' '(38.& 39· Viot . 0.' 55. '8 . 167.) 

• The pm'pose ror which hyclnwR may be m[l.{lc under this section wi1~ bo found stated on p. 7. 
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Moreover these provISIons apply not only to urban sanitary authorities 'Who have 
established markets under the Public Health Act, 1875, or under tho Local Govern
ment Act, 1858 (for which the Pnblic Health Act, 1875, has been substituted), lll1t 
.lso to bodies who are authorised by local 01' privato Acts to establish art(L hold 
JD::tl'kets if slloh Aot!-; incorporate the Markets :1nd Fairs Cla.uses Act. ~Pbe term 
"ma.rket aut.hOl'j ty" in the- following pa.rt of the digest mea.ns the persons ompowCl'ell 
to construct or regulate rio market by an Act wi th which the M::\1'kets and Fail'S Cla.uses 
Act is incorporated, and includes uI'hn.n Ranitary authorities. 

PROVISIONS WITH RESPEC'l' TO 1'JIE HOLDI NG OF 'rI1.t; ~{AnK'P.T AND TUE PROTECTION 'I'HEREOF. 

Not'we of opening of Jlfarl.'ct to 1m [Iivcn. 

Before tbe market is open for public use the mal·ket authority arc to g ive not less 
than ]0 days' notice of the time when it will be opelloll . '1'11c not~,ce is to be given hy 
being published in a newspaper c il'culati Hg within the limits for which the market is 
.st.~b\i sh.d, and by printed handbills posted on some conspicuous place within those 
limits. (10 Vict. e. 14. 8. 12.) 

Ma,'I",t Days. 

After tbe market-place bas been opened for publie use the market autbority are to 
hold the markets in it on the days (if any) prescribed by the Act relating to the 
market, and on such other days as they appoint from time to time hy a hyelaw. 
(10 Viet. e. 14. s. 14.) 

P1'ohilrUion of outsiile Bales , erecL'1Jt in ce'rtain 00-808. 

After the market-place is oponed for public use uny porson, not heing a licensGd 
hawker, who salls or ~xposes for 8a.lo in allY place within the limits for which the 
markot is pl'Ovic1etl , except in his OWll dwolling-placo or shop, any articles in respect 
of which tolls aro by tho Aot authol'isillg tbe market autborisod to be taken in the 
market, will bo liable for every offonce to a ponaLty uot oxceciling 40, . (lO Viet. o. 14. 
s. 13.) 

Expos,w" .r "'. ,sale uf Unwholesome Food. 
Any PCl't;OIl who sells or ~xposes for s.~le in tho market any unwholesome meat or 

provisions will be liable to a penalty not exceodinO' 5 1.. for every offence. 
Any inspoctor of pl'ovisions a.ppointod by tte market authority mny seize the 

ullwholesome ID<m.t 01' provisions, n.nd carry them hef or e n. justice of the peace, who is 
forthwith to oriLer tbe same to be further inspected and oxamined by competent 
persons. Iu ca.se, upon the iospection and examination, the meat or provisions are 
found unfit for the fOOll of man, tho justico js to ' order the same to ho immedia.tely 
destroyed or otherwiso disposed of in such way as to prevent the s.me being exposed 
for sale or used for the food of man . 

.A:ny person who obstructs or hinders the inspector froln seizing 01' carrying away 
the unwholesome meat or provisions will be liable to a penalty not exceeding 5Z. for 
every offence. (10 Viet. e. 14. s. 15.) 

Obstructing Marl",t Keeper-Pmwl,/,y . . 

Any person who assaults or obstructs any person appointed by the market authority 
to superintend the market, or to keep oruer in it, whilst in the execution of his duty, 
will be liable for every ofFenoe to a penalty not exceeding 40s. (10 Vict. c. 14. s. 16.) 

PROVISIONS WITH RESPECT TO THE W ElGHING GOODS AND CARTS. 

PrlJ'!Jiiiion of fVoighim,g HO'l<8es Oind MeasUff88. 

The market authority are to provide suffioient and proper weighing nouses 01' places 
.for weighing or measuring the commodities sold in the market, an(l keep in them 
proper weights, scales, and measures according to the standard weights :m(l nl6USlu'es " 
for the time baing for weighing those commodities. They are also to appoint proper 
persons to attend to the weighing or measuring at all times during whiob the market is 
holden. (lO Viot. c. 14. B. 21.) 

Y2 



16~ nOYAJ. COl\[MlSSION O~ MARKET lUGIlTS AND TOLL.e.; : 

TV eifjhing and llieas.uing by Scales and Mea"",,, of Mad",t Ji'nth01it!l. 
P ersons selling or offering for sale any articles in the market, if required 80 to do 

by the buyer, must cause the articles to b. weighed or measured by the weights and 
scales or measures provided by the market au~hortty . Any person .who r~fuses, on 
demand to ca.use such articles to be thus welghed 01' measured will be hable to a 
penalty 'Ilot exceeding 40s. (10 Viet. c. 14. s. 22.) 

Penalty on 0.fficer8 of Ma,.ket A"tluYl'ity wlw refu8e to Waigh." 11[c"8,,,"e. 

Any person appointed by the marker, authority ii? weigh or meaSUfO a.ny articles 
Bold in the market who refuses or neglects to weIgh or mensure the sarno when 
required will bo liable to a penalty not exceeding 408. (10 Vict. c. 14. B. 23.) 

As to Wcighiny Ca,·t8. 

The market authority are to provide sufficient and proper buildings 01' places for 
weighing carts in which goods are brought f?l' sale within the ma~ketJ or the l~mits 
of the Act authorising the market1 and keep ll1 those places machmes and weIghts 
proper for that purpose. They are also from time t? time to appoin.t a. perS?D i,n every 
sueh building or place to afford Ihe use of the machmes to the J'ubhc by welghmg the 
carts with or withollt thell'loadlllg, as may bo reqlllred. (10 VIC!. c. 14. s. 24.) 

The driver of every cart in which goods are brought for sale as above lEI required, 
.t the request of the buyer 01' seller of the good~, o~· his agent, to take the cart, with 
or without its loadlDO', to the llearest of the welghmg machmes, and to permIt It to 
be weighed . H the c~rt be weighed with its load, the. driver, if requii-ed, is to take 
t·he ca.rt after its load has been dIscharged to the weIghmg machlDe nearest to the 
place of discharge, and permit it to be re-weighed without the load, If a,ny drivor 
for the purposes mentioned is required t? take the cart a greater distance than half 
Do mile, including the going to and returnlllg from the respective machines. the owner 
of the cart is to be paid for every horse used in drawing the cart twopellce for the first 
half mile and a like sum for every additional half mile; and this payment i~ to be made 
by the person requiring the cart to be weighed before the driver cnn be obliged to t.ke 
i t for the purpose of having it weighed. (10 Vict. c. H . s. 25.)~ 

The driver of a ca.rt who does not, upon being requested and having the proper 
pa,yment made or tendered) take it to the weighing machine, 01' who refus0s to assist 
In the weighing, will forfeit to the person requiring the cart to he weighed a. sum not 
exceeding 208. (10 Vict. c. H. s. 26.) 

If a driver of a cart weighed at the weighing machino provided by the market 
authority commits any of the following offenceB, he will be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding 5l. for each offence: 

H at the time of weighing he knowingly has anything in or about the cart other 
than its proper loading: 

If he alters any ticket denoting the weight of the cart or its loading: 
If he makes or uses or is privy to making or using any tickot falsely stating the 

weight of the cart or its loading: 
H after the weighing of the cart with its loading, he removes any part of the 

loading, a"d afterwards disposes of ,or attempts to disposo of or represents the 
reSldue of the loadmg as berug the full loading denoted by the ticket : . 

H between the tIme when the cart and Its loading have been weighed ' and the time 
when the CB.rt is weighed without the loading he changes the wheels of the 
cart, or makes a.ny other change upon it after being required to allow the cart 
to be weighed without the loading: . 

H he is guilty of any other fraudulent contrirance to misrepresent the weight 
of the cart or of its loading. (10 Vict. c. 14. s. 27 .) 

If the buyer or seller of any goods brought in any cart for ,ale within the mark.t, 
which is required to be w~ighed, does anything to the cart or its loading whereby 
tne true wSlght of .1ther IS a1tered before the wOlghing, he will for every offence 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding 5Z . . (10 Vict. c. 14. e. 28.) 

rhe pereon for the. time bemg. appomted to keep a weighing machine provided 
by the market authorIty WIll be li.ble to • penalty not exceeding 51. in any of the 
following cases ; (that ie to say,) . 

If . he wilfully neglects, on applicatioD, dnly to weigh any cart, with or without 
Its lo,,:dmg, as the case may be, that Ie brought to the machine kept by him to 
be we1ghod ; . . 
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If he doos not fairly waigh overy such cart. ,vith or wi thout its loading. us the case 
may be; 

If he does not deliver to the buyer 01' seller of ::my such loading, or to any person 
interested, on application, a ticket 01' account specifying the true weight of tilt 
cart, with or without its loading, as may be required ; 

If he gives to the. driver. of the .cal't a f alse ticket or account of tho weight of tho 
cart, with or wlthout li s loadmg; 

If be weighs any cart, with or without its loa.ding, kno wing that anything had beon 
done to tbe cn-rt or to its loading to Il..lter the true weight of either; 

If he knowingly assists in or connives at any fra,ud concerning the weighing of n.ny 
cart or its loading . or makes or connives at m[1kin~ a.ny fal1!c representation 
of the weight of either. (10 Vict. c. 14. s. 29. ) 

Any person · who knowingly acts or assists in committing any fl'aud respecting 
the weighing or weight of any cart, 01' its loading, will for every offenco be liable to 
• penalty not exceeding 5l. (10 Vict. c. 14. s. 30.) 

PROVISIONS WITH R ESPECT TO 'l'IIE STALLAGES, R EN1'S, ANn T OLLS. 

MaJrlcet Place to be ccmpleted before Stallage., Rents, 01" Tolls can be tal,." . 

Unless otherwise provided by the special Act" relating to the markot, the market 
authority are not to demand or receive any stallage, rent, or toll until the market 
place or slaughter-house in respect of the use of which the Bame is demanaed is 
completed and fit for the use of the porsons resor ~i llg to it. (10 Vict. e. 14. s. 31. ) 

Evidellce oj Oompletion. 

A certificate under the hand of any two justices will be conclusive evidence that the 
market place 01' slaughter-house is completed and fit for publio use. Any two justices 
are to sign this certificate on proof being adduoed to them that the market place or 
slaughter-house is eomplet.etl and fit for public use. (10 Vict. c. 14. 32.) 

Whcn and to 'whom 8talia!lCR, R.ents, wnd ~l'olls a1'C to be pa£ll. 

rrhe st.allagus, rents, or tolls payable in respect of the rnal'ket 01' slaughter·house arc 
to be paid from time to time, on demand, to the market n.uthority or the collector, or 
other person .uthoria",l by them to receive the snme (10 Viet. c. 14. s. 33.) 

'l 'olls [01' Weiuhinu all1d Measuring to be ji1-st p",id. 

rl'he holl /:! paynulc in rospect of weigl1iug or measuring marketable commodities, 
01' cart.~ with or without goods, arc to bo paid to the persoll authorised by the 
market authority to wr.jgh or measure tho same by the porsons bringing the com
modities 01' oarts to be \voighed or measurod, bofore the same are weighed 01' measured. 
(10 Viet. c. 14. s. 34.) 

1'olls with ""'peet to Oattle. 
The tolls in respect of cattle brought to t he market for sale become due as soon as 

the cattle are brought iuto the market place, I1.uel before the cattle are put into any 
pen, or tied up in the market place. If the cattle are not removed within one hour 
after the close of t he market, another toll will become due in respect of the cattle 
omitted to be removed. (10 Vict. c. 14. s. 35.) 

Stallages, Renis, and 1'0/1" may be changed f"on, time to time. 

The mm'ket authority may from time to time change the stall ages, r ents, and tolls 
t<> be taken in "espect of the market or for the slaughter-house, or for wei ghing and 
measuring, but t,he stalla-ges, ronts, and toUs must in 110 case exceed the amounts 
authori sed by the speoial Act> referring to the market. (10 Viet·. e. 14. s. 36.) 

.- By u the special Act" is meant nllY Act nUl}lorislng tJlI! C'Ollstl'ueliun 0 1" J'(·gulnl ion of 1\ JUnrkm, and 
wllh. whieh tho Mnrket.!:! lUl U 1!'airs Oluu5eS act., Hl47, ill illC<lI"JlOl'lLtetl. (10 ViCI, c . 14, H. 2,) Tho " ll c~jtlj 
Act III the ene-Po of nn \Irbnn sunito.ry authority is thc Public Bcnlth Act, 1875, (:iH &. 39 V iet, c, Db. 1'4. 310.) 

Y :1 



loS ROYAL COMbUlSSJQN ON MARKET RIGHTS ANO TOLLS : 

Penalty fo>' 0/i""0;"9 "nfl.u,thm·ise,l TolL, . 
Any persoll who demmlCls or receive::) ft gl'ea~l' ton than that nuthorised to be 

t.aken nuder t.he provisions of the Markets a.nd Fall'~ Cln.uses Act, 1847. 01' the special 
Act* referring to the mal'b~j;. will , for every offence be lifthle to n. pena.lty not exceeding 
40s. (10Vict,. c. 14. s. 37.) 

Rec.oveJ'Y of A'l'nO-U11,f,s due for Blall(f.gr.,~ • . Rell ts, amd ~rolb;:. 

If allY person liable to tIle payment of any stolla!'e, ren:, 01' t.oll authorised by the 
~1:a.rkets and Fa.irs Clanses Act, 1847, 01' tIle specml Act'" referl'lllg to the market to 
be ta.ken , does DoL pny the same when demanded, the market authority or their lesst:)B,-r 
or aJ1Y per::lon n.n thol'isecl by either to collect the same, may levy it by distress of all 
01' any of the cattle or other articles in resp~ct of. which the stallage, r?nt. or toll 
is payalJ]e, or of flllY other cattle or other artIcles III the market belongmg to the 
person liable to pay the stallage, rent, or toll . .or under his ch~rge, or the , t~lls may 
be recovered in any court bavmg competeut JUl'ISdlCtlOu , (10 VICt. c. 14. s. 31).) 

Settlmnen! of Disputes as tv Stallages, Bents, wnrl 2'01"'-
If any di spute arises concerning any stallage, rent, 01' toll, it is to be determined 

by a justice. 'rhe justice, on application made to him, is to determ ine the same, 
and make such order and award such costs to either party, as seems proper to him. 
In default of payment, on demand, of the money awarded, and of the costs, the money 
and costs are to be forthwith levied by distress, and the justice is to issue his 
warrant acco;·dingly. (10 Vict . o. 14. s. 39.) . 

Assaults on Colleetm·s. 
Any person who assault~ or ohstructs any person authorised to collect any authorised 

stallage, rent, or toll, for every such offence will be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
40s. (10 Vict. c, 14. g . 40.) 

~Pable of Stallages! Beu-Is! a;/lil 'PoUs, tv bc (!,dt'i,bitCl f. in }'fa!l'ket . 
~rhe market authority or their lesseo-r from time to timo aro to causa to bo pain t..cd 

on boards, 0 1' to bo printed and attached to boards, in large amI logiblo eha.l'actors, 
a list of the several stallages, rents, and tolls from timo to timo payable, a.nt! to cn.uso 
a board containing such list to be conspicuously set up and continued in tho market, 
and in each weighing house and slaughter·house. provided by tho ma.rket authority to 
which each such list relates, and no stallage, rent, or toll will be ]l~y.ble durin'; tbo 
time this list is not thus set up, or for anythiD~ not specified in it. If, how~ver, 
the list should be destroyed, injured, or obliterated, the stallage., rents, and tolls will 
~ontinu~ to .be payable during the. time t~at may be .l'ea.son.o,bly reqnin1d for its 
restoratIon, III the salUe manner as If the hst had contlllued In the state roquired. 
(10 Vict, c. 14. s. ,n .) 

PROVISIONS WITII llESPECT TO BYELA WB. 

, 'l'he market authority may make byelaws for all or any of tbo pUlposes following, 
V1Z. :-

For regubting the use of the market-place, and the buildings, stalls, pens, and 
standmgs In It, and for preventmg nUIsances or obstructions in it, or in the immediate 
approaches to it: 

For fixing t he days and the hours during each day on which the market is to be 
held: 

For inspection of the slaughter-houses, and for keeping them in ' a Cleanly, and. 
proper st~te, and for removmg filth and refuse ~t least once in every 24 hours, and 
for requll'lng them to be prOVided Wlth a suffiCIent supply of water and prev.nting 
the exercise of cruelty in them : . ' 

For regul.ating the carriers resorting to the market, and fixing the rates for 
ool'rymg artIcles earned from It: _.. . . 

For regulating the use of the weighing.machines provided by the market authority 
and for preventing the nse of false or defective weights, scales, or measures : _ ' 

For preventing the sHle or exposure for sale in the market of unwholesome pro'visions. 
(10 Vict. c. 14, s, 42,) . 

• Sec .Dote on page 105. 
t It mny here be observed tbat the urban Sanitary .Au thority are 'Pot empowered to ·let the market· 

provided or ncquil'ed by tbem under the ~ublicHealth Act, 1875. 
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Byelaws as to markets made by urban sanitary authorities are subject to the 
provisions of tho Pllblic H~a1th Act, 1875, 08 to byelaws. These nre giv8u fit 
pu(!e 2. 

The following provisions apply to byelaws as t.o mal'ketR made by mal:ket authorities 
other than nrban sn.nit.'lry authorities:-

The ma.rket authority may tram time to time, as they think fit, repeal 01' "Iter allY 
byelaws. 

The byelaws are to be in writing and under tbe common seal of the nuthority, 
if~ it is a corporation, and if i t iR not a. corporation, unCleI' the bands and seals of 
two ruembel'f\ of tbe a.uthority . · If the byeln.wB n.flect other persons thau the officers 
and servants of the anthorit,y, they al'e to bo pl'inted amI publiRhed. (10 Vict. c. 14. 
s.42.) 

l).1ho clerk of the market authority must give, without cha.rge. a printed copy of 
the byelaws to every person who applies fol' it, and a copy of the byelnws mnst be 
painted or placed on boards, and put up in somo conspicuous pa.rt of the prin cipal office 
of the authority, and also in a conspicuous place in thp. market-place; and tho boards 
with the byelaws on them must be renewed from time to time a8 necessa.ry, and be 
open to inspection without fee or rewa-rd. If the clerk does not permit them to be 
inspected at all reasonable times he will for every offence be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding 51. (10 Vict. c. 14. s. 47.) 

The market authority by the byelaws may impose reasonablo penalties, not exceeding 
5t. for each bl'eacb of the byelaws ; but the byelaws are to be so framed as to allow 
the court before which a.ny penalty is sought to be recovered, to order tbe whole, 
or part only, of the penalty to be paid. (10 Vict. c. 14. s. 43.) 

The byelaws (except those which relate SOlely to the officers or servants of the 
marke~ authority) must l)e approved by the Local Government Board. 

Before, however, the byela;ws can h~ allowed, notico of tho intention to apply for 
allowance must be given in one or more newspapers of t,he county in which the market 
is situated, or if there is no sl1ch .newspaper, in ono or mOI'e newspapers of the 
adjOining connty, one month at lenst before the heanng of the application. 

Any party a.ggrieved by a. byolaw may, on giving not.ice of the natur~ of his 
objection to tbe market authori ty 10 days before the hearing of the application 
for allowance, by himself, 01' ] ~j ~ counsel, al,torney, or agent, lJ6 heard; but only one 
party may be hearil on tho same matte .. of objection. (10 Vict. c. 14. ss. 44, 45 ; 
:J8 & 39 Vict. c. 55. Sch. 5. Part3; 47 Vict. c. 12. s. 3.) 

For one month before the applicatioll for allowance a copy of the Pl'OI)osed byelaws 
must be kept at the principal office of the market authority, and be put up iu some 
conspicuous pla.ce ill the mnrkut place. All persons at all reasonable times may 
inspect the copy without fee or )'"ward, and the authori ty . are required to supply 
every persoll who appli.es fo1' it with i\ copy of the byelaws. or any part of them, on 
paymont of 6d. for overy 100 worels copicd. (10 Vict. c. 14. s. 46.) 

l 'he following provisions of the Markets and Fairs Clauses Act, 1847, are not 
incorporated wi th the Public Health Act, 1875, or made applicable by that Act to 
urban sanitary authorities. 

PIWVISIONS WITII RESPECT TO 1'llE CONSTRUC1'ION OF TIrE MARKF.~I', AND THE WORKS 

CONNECTED TlfEREWITII . 

. Talcinu of Lands. 

Where by the special Act" authorising the construction or regul,,:ti.on of the market 
the market authority n.re empowered, for the purpose of constmctmg the market, to 
take or use any lands otherwise than with the consent of the owners and occuplers of 
the lands, the authority in exeroising this power are subject to the p~ovislOns and 
restrictions contained in the Markets and Fairs Clauses Act, 1847, and III the Lands 
Olauses Consolidation Act, 1845.· The market authority are to make to the own", .. 
and occupiers of and all other parties interested in any lands taken or uRed. for tl, . 
a~ove purposes, 01' iujuriously affected by the construction of the works, full com ~ 
pcmsation for the value of the lands BO taken or used, and. f01' fin aa~n.gu :-msLaillod 
by such owners, occupiers, and otber persons by reason of the exerCIso, fiR to t.hose 
lands, of' the powers vested in the authority by the Markets alld Fail'S Ulall8c. Act, 
~r the special Act- authorising. the, construction or regulntion of tho mnl'ket, or allY 

• See note on P(\gc i6~. 
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Act incorporated with the latter Act. Except where otherwise provided by tbe 
Markets and Fairs Clauses Act or the special Act,':· the a.mount of the compensation is 
to be determiued in the manner provided by t hc Lands Clanses Consolid ation Act for 
determining questions of compensation with regard to l~d~ purch,ased or to.~en under 
its provisiolls; and all the provisions of the .1ast.mentlOned Act are applIcable to 
determine ilie amount of any such compensatIOn, and to enforce payment or other 
satisfaction of it. (10 Vict. c. 14. s. 6.) 

Taking of Lands.- Gol'I"edim, of E"'ol"' of Description. 

If any omission, mis-stat.ement, or wI'Ong description is made of any lands. or of the 
owners, lessees, or occupiers of any lands, described or purp~l'ting to b~ .described in 
the special Act,· 01' in the schedule to it, the market authol'lty. a.fter glvmg ten days' 
notice to the owners, lessees, anti occupieJ's of the lands .flected by the proposed 
correction, may apply to two justices for the cOl'r~cti on of the omission or error. 
If it a.ppears to the justices that the omission, mis·statement, 01' wrong d~scription 
arose from mistake, they are to certify accordingly, and in the certificate to state the 
particulars of t.he omission, mis-statement, 01' wrong description. 'l'he certificate is 
to be deposited with the clerk of the peace of tho county in which the lands affected 
are si tuated, and is to be kept by him with the other documents to whlCh they relate, 
and theroupon the special Act::: or schedule is to be deemed to be corrected according 
to the certificate i and the market authority may make the works in accordance with 
the certificate as if the omission, mis-statement, or wrong description had not been 
made. (10 Vict. c. 14. s. 7.) 

Gope, of G,n-reetion •. 

Copies of the alteration or correction, or extracts from it, certified by the clerk of 
the peace, in whose custody it is, are to be received in all courts of justice and else· 
where as evidence of the contents of the certificate of alteration, or correction. The 
clerk of tho peMe is required to give the certifica,te as to the copies, when called 
upon to do so, to _II parties interested. (10 Vict. c. 14. s. 8 .) 

Punha.e or apP"ol"'iation of add'itwruU lands fo!" Sla1byhter·IIou,e., Mo.r7cet 
Approache., and oth." PWPO'68. 

The market .uthority, in addition to the lands authorised to be taken compulsOlily 
or to b~ appropriated by them for the purposes of the market under the powers of tb. 
l\iarkets and Fairs Clauses Act, and the special Act,. mn.y appropriate any lands vested 
lD them, or may contract with any person willing to sell for the purch ... e of any land 
wit·hin the limits of tbe special Act,''' not exceeding in the whole tbe number of 
acres prescribed by the special Act,';' for the following extraordinary purposes j . 

For providing sl_ughter-houses. (if the undertakers aro authorised by the speeial 
Act* to provide slaughter. houses,) and houses and places for weiu-hing carts : 

For making conveni~nt roads and approaches to the market : 0 

For any other purpose which may be necessa.ry for the formation or convenient use 
of the market. (10 Vict. c. 14. s. 9.) 

Ereecution of W",,"k8.-Gampensation for Dwmatjes. 

Subject to the provisions in the1>farkets and Fairs Clauses Acts and the special Aot," 
and any .Act lDcorpor_tod WJth those Acts, the ' market authority, for the purpose of 
constructing a place for holding the market, may executA any of the following 
works:-

r.l.'hey may enter upon any lands described in the special.A.ct,* or the schedule to it, 
and other lands purchased by them or belonging to them and set out such parts 
as they think necessary for the purposes of the market, an'd upon these parts from 
time ro time ~lli~d and maintain.sllch market places and such stalls, sheds, pens, 
and other buildmgs .or .oonvemences fo~ the use of the persons frequenting the 
market, and for weJghmg and measunng goods sold in the market, and for 
weighing carts, as they may think necessary . 

They may from time to time on the lands referred to make and maintsin all suoh 
roads and approaches as tbey may think necessary for the convenient use of 
the persons resorting to the market . 

• See note on rage 165. 
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Bu t jn CXCl'CiSlllg tho powers grnntcd by the Markets :loud Fairs CISllseS Act or t.he 
special. L\ct, ~ the market n..uth?rity are to. do as little damage ?,S can be, and to make 
full satIsfaction to all pm-tle8 mrorested for all dama.ges snsmmed by them by reaS011 
of the oxel'cise of those l,ower.. (10 Viet. c. 14. ss. 10, 11.) 

Pn.OVISlONR WT1'11 RESl'lWl' TO Sr,AUGI-ITBR·Housp,s. 

"\Vbel'O by the Rpecial Act* authorising the construction 0)' Tegnlation of thc market 
tlle market authority arc empowered to provide slau~htel'.house8, thcy ma.y from time 
to time erect, on a.ny laud purchased by tholll 111ltlCl' the provisions of the Markets 
and Fairs Ola.nses Act 01' tlle special Act.;;' 01.' flny Act incorporated with those Acts, 
any buildings. or set apart and improve an.y build ings bdonging to them, for the 
slanghtcring of cn.t.tle. As soon as the hui ldings nrc l'oady for public nso the a.uthority 
are to give notice to that efl'ect by pnblic;~tjoll jll some nowspaper ciJ:cnlating within 
the limits of the special Act,';' and by printed handbill s posted on some conRpicueu. 
place within those limi ts. 

Nothing, however, in the Mnd:ets and Fairs Clauses Act or in the special Act,": or 
any Act incorporated with those Acts, will protect the market authority from an 
illdictmellt for nuisance, 01' from :my oth61' legal proceeding in respect of any such 
slaughter-house as is mentioned "bove. (10 Vict. c. 14, ss. 17, 18.) 

Aftcr the expiration of ten days from the publication and posting of the noticc 
rofcrrcd to above, no pOl·son may slaughter any cattle or drcfi,s any carcase for sale 
as human food 01' food of mall in any place within the limits of the special Act,* 
oxcept in a slaughter-house which was in ·use as 8uch before anrl at the time of the 
passing of the sp(-)cinl 1.\.ct/' and has so continued ever siuce, or in the slaughtCl'·houses 
made in pursuance of tho Markets and Fairs Clauses Act and the special A ct.':; Ally 
person who, after tho notice, Slu.llghters any cattle 0 1' dresses for sale any carcase within 
the lim i t~ of the special Act,* in any placo other than one of the slaughter~hou8cs 
referred to, will be liablo to" penalty Dot exceoding 51. for every offence. (10 Vict. 
c. 14. s. 19.) 

I""1,,,,t'ion of 81a"ghtc,.-J{ous,JS.- lJeslmction of unwholesome Meat. 

'rho inspector of jll'ovisions, or any oillcQl' appointed by the market authority for 
that purpose, may at :1.11 times of the day, with or without assistants, enter into and 
inspect aU buildings eroctoCl or Bet apart by tbe a.uthority for slrmghtering cattle, 
and eXfIomillo whuther a.ny nattle or the ca.l'ca-se of any cattle is deposited there. If the 
officer finds I\llY ca.ttle, 01' the cn.rca.se or part of tho carcase of any ca.ttle, which appears 
unfit for t,he food of man, 11C may seize and carry it before a justice, and the justice 
is forthwith to order it to bo further inspected and examined by competcnt persons. 
If, upon inspcctioll and exn.millH,tioll, the cattle C:ll'case, or ptu·t of a cm'case, is found 
uufit for the food of man. the justice is to order the same to be immedi.ately destroyed 
01' otherwise disposed of in such way as to proyont it boing exposed for sale or used for 
the fooc1 of man. Any person who obstructs or hinders tho inspector or other oflicer 
in the elischarge of any of these untios will be liable to a penalty not exceeding 51. 
for every offen co. (10 Vict. c. 14. s. 20.) 

ACCOUNTS OF MAUKl..'T AUTHORITY. 

The m~trket authority in every year a.rc to cause an annual account in abstract 
te be prepared, showing tllO whole rcceipt and expenditure of all r ents and other 
moneys levied by virtue of the Markets and Fairs Clauses Act or the special Act'" 
for the year ending the 31st day of December, or Bome other convenient day in each 
year, under the several distinct head8 of recejpt and expenditure, with a statement of 
the balance of the account, duly audited or certified by the chairman of the authority, 
and by tho auditors, if any, and are to send a copy of the account, free of chm'go, to 
the clerk of the peace of the county in which the market is situate, on or before the 
expiration of one month from the day on whioh the accounts end . The account is to 
be open to tho inspection of the public at all seasonable hours, on payment of tho 
Sum of 18. for overy inspection. If the authority omit to prepare or suml tho account 
they will forfeit for every omission the sum of 201. (10 Vict. c. 1.4. s. 50.) 

• See not.e OD page 166. 
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'fENDER OF .AMENDS FOR IN JURIES. 

If any person has committed any irregul~l'ity, trespass, 01' other wroll~ful proceeding 
in the execution of the Markets and Fans, Clauses Act, or the speCial ~ct· Or any 
Act iDcorporated with those Acts, 01' by vIrtue of any power or authorIty thereby 
given, and if before a.n actIon IS ?r~ught In respect of. the offe~ce he.makes tender 
of sufficient amends to the person In]ured, the last·mentlOned person will not be able 
to recover in any acLion. If no tender hos been. made the (~efenc~an.t ~ay, by leave 
of the court whp.re the action is pending, at any tune before Issue IS J?med, pay into 
court snch sum of money as he thinks fit , and thereupon Ruch pl'oceedmg~ are to be 
had fiS in other cases where defendants are allowed to pay money mto court. 
(10 Vict. c. 14. s. 51.) 

PROVISIONS WITH RESPECT TO THE RECOVERY OF DAMAGES AND P ENALTIES, AND 

TO THE DETERr.IINATION OF ANY OTHER MATTERS nEFERltED TO .JUSTICES, 

.Recov,,·y of Damages ",u! Penalties. 

The clauses of the Railways Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845, with respect to the 
recovery of damages not specially p~ovided for, and penalties, and t:o the determination 
of any other matter referred t~ justICe.s, are to be lUcorpol'A.ted WIth the l\farkets and 
Fairs Clauses Act and the specIal Act: ' Those clauses are to apply to tho market and 
the market authority respectively. and are to be construed as if the words" market 
authority " had been inserted in the clauses instead of the word" company." (10 Viet. 
c. 14. s. 52.) 

.ReCOV"lI and Applicatio'll of Penalties in Met"opoiitan Police Dist,;ct.
Appeals against Orders.- Witness8S and tI ... ,· E3'l'nnses . 

Every penalty or forfeiture imposed by the Markets amI Fairs Clauses Act, or 
the special Act,ll: or any Act incorporated with them, 01' by any byelaw in pursuance 
of those Acts, ill respect of any offence which takes place within the metropolitan 
police district is , to be recovered, enforced, accounted for, and, except whel'e its 
application is otherwise specia:Jly provided for, to be paid to the receiver of tbe 
metropolita.n police district, and applied in the same manner as penalties 01' forfeitures 
other than fines upon clrunken 1)erS011S j or upon constables for misconduct, or for 
assaults upon police constables, are directed to be recovered. enforced, accounted for, 
paid, and applied by an Act passed in the third year of the reign of her present 
Majesty, intituled An Act for regulatiDg the police courts in the metropolis. Every 
order or conviction of any of the police ma.gistrates in respect of any such forfeiture 
or pena.lty is subject to the like appeal and upon the same terms as is provided in 
respect of any order 01' conviction of any of the said police magistrates by the last
mentioned Act. Every magistrate by whom any order or conviction bas been made 
is to have the same power of binding over the witnesses who have been examined, 
and such witnesses will be entitled to the same allowance of expenses as they would 
have had or been entitled to in case th~ order, convictioll, and appoal had been made 
in pursuance of the provisions of the last-mentioDed Act. (10 Vict. c. 14. s. 56.) 

Pt!1IaUies f or giving Fals, .Evidence . 

.Any person who uEon 'any examination upon oath under the provisions of the 
Markets and :Fairs C a.uses Act, or the special Act,* or any incorporated .Act, wilfully 
aDd corruptly gives false evideDce, will be liable to the penalties of wilful and corrupt 
perjury. (10 Vict. c. 14. s. 57.) 

Saving of Crown Rights. 

Nothl:ng in tbe }{arkets and Fairs Clauses .Act, or the special Act," is to be deemed 
to exteDd to or affect any Act of Parliament relatiDg to Her Majesty's duties of custom. 
or excis~, or ~ny ?ther revenue of the Crown, ?r tv extend to or affect any claim of 
Her MaJesty III l'lght of Her CrOWD, or otherWIse howsoever, or any proceedings at 
law or iD equity by or on behalf of Her Majesty in anv part of the United KiDgdom 
of Great Britain aDd Ireland. (10 Viet . c. 14. s. 54.) • 

,. See note on page 166, 
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Mayist'ratc to have Power to act in place of Two JusUces. 

An things in the Markets and Fairs Clauses Act. or in the special Act,* or any Act 
incorpora.ted with them authorised or required to be done by two justices, may and 
are to be done by ar..y one magistrate having by law authority to act alone for any 
purpose with the powers of two or more justices. (10 Vict. c. 14. s. 55.) 

l:lnovlsIONS WITH RESPECT '1'0 AccJ::ss '1'0 THE SPECIAL Aer. 

'!'he market authority at all times after the expiration of six months a.fter the 
passing of t.hc special Act'" are ,to keep in their , p.rineipal office of business:\ copy o~ :~e 
specin.l Act,· prmted by the prInters to Her MaJesty, or some of them, aod also wltnm 
that space of six months to deposit in the office of the clerk of the peace of the county 
in which the mn,rket is si tuate, a copy of the special Act- thus printed. The clerk 
of the peace is to receive, and he and the market authority respectively are to keep 
these copies of the f::.pecial Act,· and to al10w all persons interested to jnspect them, 
and make extracts or copies from them, jn the like manner, and upon the like terms. 
and under the like penalty for default, as is provided ill the case of certain plans and 
sections by an Act passed in the first year of the reign of Her Majesty iutitnled 
An Act to compel clerks of the peace for connties and other persons to take the 
cnstody of Bnch documents as shaH be directed to be deposited with them under the 
standing orders of either House of Parliament. (10 Vict. c. 14. s. 58.) 

If the market authority fail to keep or deposit, as mentioned above, any of these 
copies of the special Act,'" they will forfei t 2m. for every offence, and also 51. for every 
day afterwards during which the copy is not t·hus kept or deposited. (10 Vict. 
c. 14. s. 59 .) 

Local Government Board, 
June 1887. 

• 8u note on lmgc 16G. 
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Digest of Legal Decisions on Cases r elating to Markets." 

-.----- -

I.-Cases r elating to Questions as to Market Righ t s and 
Privileges gener ally. 

L A market f t'a.nchise can be granted by the Crown over la.nd not belongillg to the" 
grantee. but such franchise ca.nnot be exercised against the will of tho OW1101' of t,he 
land. 

,Vhere the grant specifies certain days on which the market is to he h old, no longtl1 
of user will entitlo the grantee to hol(1 Ularket, Oll other (bys. Attomoy-Oeneral 
v. Horner, 33 W. R. 93 (G.A.); L .R. 14 Q.B.D. 245; 54 L.J. Q.B. 227; 4!J .J.P. 32G. 

2. By IAtters patent in 34 Charles II. the King granted market rights " in sivo juxta" 
a certain place caned "Spital Square" to on6 who was lessee of the squars and had 
acquired t·he greater part of the reversionary interest in it . '1'11e grautee or his 
successors in title laid out the square a.s a. market-place .,.vith four internal streets. 
fJ.'he land immediately sU1'l'ounding the square was afterwarus bid out in four external 
st.reets, but i t dicl not appear to whom the property in this snrl'o Lll1l1ing land at any 
time belonrrecl. There was evidence of a uSl~ge from the time of living memory t.o 
grant lice;ses and t ake tolls for the sa.lo of marketable articles ovel' parts of the 
·external stl'eets~ as well as over the market-place and the internal streets. 

Held, affirming the decision of the Court of Appeal, thnt under the grant" ill sive 
juxta" the market r ights extended into the four external streets as well as over the 
market.place and the foul' internal streets; and that the inference from tho documents 
and evidence was that the streets were dedicated to the public subject to the exercise of 
the market rights. 

QUCU1'O, how far a g rant " in or near .. !1 place .can lawfnlly extend. AttOl'ney -General 
'! . Horner, L.R. 11 App. Oas. 66; 55 L.J. (~.B. 193 ; 54 L.'l'. 281; :H W.R 641 ; 
50 J .P. 5~4 (H.L.E.) · 

3. Where a place had been used as 0. fair or a market to which persons resorted 
to expose ar ticles to sale :-Held, to be sufficient answer to au indictment for a 
nuisance that the same had been enjoyed more than 20 years without intorruption. 
Rex v. Smith, 4 Esp. 111, EUenborough. 

4. To entitle a party to exemption from penalties for an oflbnco against the 
liO Geo. 3. c. 41., t ?n the ground that the place where the hawker oxposed his wares 
for sale was a publIc market, It must be shown that It was a legally established market 
by grant from the Crown, and not merely a ma.rket de facto . Benjamin ·0. Anrlrews, 
5 G.B. , !!.s. 229; 4, Jur. , N.S. 41; 27 L.J. , M.C. 310. 

5. A byelaw made under a local Act for regnlatinO' market.s is not Un1'ol\f:ioual>lo 01' ill 
restraint of t rade. by rea.son of it setting apart a part of no mo.rket for sale hy wholesale 
only and providmg a penalty for Belling by retail in that part. Strike '0. Collins, 
55 L.'l'. 182; 34 W.R. 459; 50 J .P . 741. _ 

6. A District Board . of Works having given notiee that they proposed (under 
s. 108 of the MetropohB Local Management Act, 1855,) plaeiug permanent posts on 
the SIdes of the foot'Ya-;rs and carrlageways leading into, and forming part of the area 
of;.& ~arket, ~? pla~ntlff, lessee of tihe ~arket, bl'ought an acti9n aga.inst the Boa.rd, 
clalmmg an illJunctiou :-Held, ·at the tnal by B.eon V.C., that as the piaiutitl' had 
established market rights over the entrance streets, which would be interfered with 
by the posts, aud as B. 91 of the Act excopts market riO"hts from its operation thB 
Board must be restrained from putting up posts in th~ entrance streets. H~rner 
v. Whitechapel DiBtriet Board of Works, 51 L.T. 414; 54 L. J. Ch. 148. 

This deeiBion was affirmed by the Court of Appeal. 55 L.J. Glt. 289; 53 hT. 
84 (2C.A.). 

• This Digost has been compile(l from the following works ;_ 
Fisher's Common Law Digest, 175G- H:l80. 
L nw Ropods Digests, 1865-1885. 
Emden's Digests, lk83- l!:!86. 

t This Atntute rela.tes to hawkers and pedlars. 
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H.-Cases relating to Q.uestions as to Improvement, 
Enlargement, and Removal of Markets. 

ftrnp"OV(Jntent and Enla,·ge-mcnt. 

li5 

A grant of n. rig ht to ho1<1 n. mn.l'kej, "ill or lIe"r" n. CE'l't nl ll place is not a. g r;mt 
by metes 0 1' bounds . Pel' B1'ett, :rvLR., " S uch n market limy cxt,elld :lR f.w l1.C; l'e ;lRo~lable 
.. cOllvenienco from time to t.ime requires, pl'uvided tl1:l.t tho m:1rkot O\'erflowR 
houestly." Attorney-Gonoml v . HOl'llor, 3:1 W.ll. 98 (C.A.); L.R. 14 Q.J3.D. 2 .. 5; 
54 L.J . Q.B. 227; 49 J .P . 326. 

2. In the Cnmbri nge Market Act, 1850, power was given to the mayor, alderlDon. 
n.nd bnl'gesscR in coun cil , to ell1nq~o M wol l as to impl'Ove tho market of tllat 
bOI'Ollgh :-

JIelJ., tlmt tho m eaning of the word wn.s not l'(';strict,cd to mcrely cxtcJl(llllg t.lle 
market; to stroets theretofore forming parts of i ts sides , hnt a.uthoriRCc'l them to 
extend the ma.rket to othor streets in its immeclia.te neighbourhood, even though such 
streets were not mentioned in tho A.ct. A ttorncy· Gencl'aJ. 11. Cambl'idge (}\{o..yor, &c.) , 
L.R. 6 H.L. 303; 22 W.R. :37 . 

The general ohject of the Act being to enlarge and improve the market of the 
borough, the mo..yor and aMerlllon, who had the right to hold maJ'kets in t.he borough, 
though by tho .Act not autbOl·jsed to enlarge an existing corn exchange, were 
authorised to erect a new corn exchange, and to make it adjoin the borough market, 
such being in their opinion, a matter of public convenience, and an enlargement and 
an improvement of the m.rket. lb. 

3. A market company obtaiued an Act the preamble of which recited that a 
convenient site might be obtained hetweell certain street-s on the east and certaiu 
otber streets on the west, a.llCl which enacted that t,he Markets and Fairs Cln.u Res 
Act~ 1847, was incorporated thercwith . The special Act authorised the erection of a 
market·honse on lalld described on the deposited plana. and the company was enabled 
to alter and widen streets in the way pointed ont on the deposited plans, and to buy 
addi tional Jan<ls not exceeding' two aCI'OS. A. wns owner of land on the west side of 
oue of the streets on the western boundary of the area sl)oken of in tho preamble, amI 
his land wa.s l1escrihed on the depositorl plans, .l Hlt it (]iel not thereby appear ' that 
mOl'e was intendod to be ta.ken than onough to willen one of the streem. The company 
proceeded to ta.ke the whole 13.1111 of A. compulsorily, and t".Q build uvon it (\ eovered 
building in atlditiun to the lnfLl'kct·}lOuse authol'isOfl by tho Ad; w hereupon A.. filed 
a bill for [m inj nnction, which wus gl'n.ntm.1J the M:loStcr of the Holls deciding tlmt the 
compmly could unly Ol'cct one m nl'keL·hollsc, and not two, and thut ou t.Ito east s ide j 

a.nd that although the prcamble could not control the ena.ctments, i t mig ht 1)0 I'csorted 
to to remove ObSCUl·j ty :-lIchl, that !~ t.he lunel of A. was ue:scl'i bed in the pbn, fmC! ::\8 

therefol'c ·it mig-ht he want.ed, tllO compauy wns iluthorised to take it; :md, n.:~ by the 
genernl Act "the Sillgula.l' mny mean tho plural," tho company was not rcstricted by 
the word a lllUl'ket·llOusO ;" that the enactmelltM of the special Act dill lIot l'equll't:'l a 
refol'onco to the Vl'eamhlc to explain thom, and the ill:iuncLion must bo dissolved) the 
compauy heiJlg the pralleI' judges or whnt lauds were necessary for tho wOl'ks . 
Richards v. <lcarborough Public Market Compauy, 23 L.J·., Ch.uc. 110. 

. 'RIJ1'wva.l. 

4. In an aetion by a lorrl of a manol' for disturbauce of a market, if the lor i! 
proves a market immemorially holden in certain places within the manor, it is not; 
a necessary legal inference (no gl'ant being pl'odneed) that the market was grant.ed to 
be holden in those places only, but a jury may presume from circumstances that the 
ma.!,ket was granted · to be holde~ in a.ny convenient place within the manor. De 
Rutzell v. Lloyd, 5 A. & E. 456 ; 6 N. & M., 776. 

5. The lord of a manor to whom a grant of a market is made infra villam de W .. 
may hold it anywhere infra villam de W,. and whether villa extends to the t.own of 
W., or the township or parish of W:; the lord has a right to remove the market-placo 
nom one situation to another within th~ precinct . of his grant ; ani! t.hough ho slm.n 
have holden it for above 20 years within the ,township of W., wheu tho gro.nt only 
g~ve it, him within the town properly so called at the time, yet if he .ften ml'cls giveR 
notice of "emoval to another place in the township, the puhlio hus .no right t.o go upon 
his soil and freehold in the old market· place, and any 1'er8011 going· thoro is liablu to 
an action of tres1'''''" by the lord. Clll'lYon v. I:lalkuld, 3 East 5a8. 

Z ~1 
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6. Charles the Second by 0. cha.der granted to a corpora.tion two fall's to be holden 
allllun.lly within the borough a~d foreign, . and confirmed to them all markets which 
they theu held. with a reservation of tho rIghts of the 101'r1 of the 1I1:1.nor. A market 
had been holden immemorially i~ the High S~eet until a very. lato period, wben tho 
(:orpol'il,tion, finding it inconve~:1ie~t, r~movec1 It out of tho Hl~h St.ree~ to another 
and more convenient place wlthm the borough; the C~l'pOl'n.tlOn exerCIsed acts of 
ownership in pulling down an old ma~'ket-house amI el'ectlllg;\ HCW 0110; tho cl~l'k of 
the mll.l'kets however, had been appomted by the lorcl of. the lImnol'. but he (lId not 
receive auy 'toll from the person~ fl'equen~ing it. '.r ile defendant ha.ving been indicted 
for n 1l11is::mce in erecting staUs m the HIgh Street after tile ~'emoval of the market. 
the judge left it to th e jury ~ say whether the .co~·pOl'n.tlOn was ownel;, of .this 
ma.rket, adding, that if so, the. nght of removal wns lll cident to the g r Hut: Ihe Jury 
luwillg founll in the affil'matl vet the COllr t rofused to g'l';},nt a neW trIO:!.!. Rex tI, 

Cotterill, 1 B. & A. 67. 
7. Although there is. n. clea,!' right at cOl?mon law for a corporation to ch,n.nge tb,e 

~ite of n, market l1eld III fl, borough, yet ]f tbe members of the eOl'pOl'H,tlOll I\yml 
themselves of the 21 &:t2 Vict. c, £IS. ~ and, as n local boa.ru l'atlH.'l' tlum in their 
cOl'porate cap:\City, propose:) to tr~1sfel' and r~gula.to !,h? lll!l.rkot, t hoy wi11 be hel~ 00 
tho provi sions of the Act, and theIr powers Will be Illuded to that extent. EIlts tl. 

Bridgnorth (M~yor, &c.), 2 J·ohlls. & H. 67; O. W.R. 331 ; 41,.'1'., N.S. 112. 

In ,.hat Cases &moval1Vo"ld ba illagal. 

8. B. beinO' entitled to ~ lllM'ket in the manor of K., which was hcld in the public 
street on B'sosoil, removed it to another site iu E., which site 110 lw.tl demised, withollt 
demisinO' thc franchise, for a term of years :-Hl!ld, that the removal W:\S bad. unless 
the public had the same privilege in the new market as in the old. Rex v. Starkey, 
7 A.. & E. 95 ; W. , W. & D. 502. 

A person indicted for a nuisance in erecting a stall in the old lU~u'ket place, after a 
wrongful removal of the market, may set up the wrongfulness of the removal as a 
defence, and need not proceed by sci'J'e facias to repeal the grant of the mu,rket. lb. 

9. A corporation was owner of an ancient market, and alBO lord of the manor in 
which the borough was situate. The market had from t'ime immemol'ial heen held in 
:lnd near the High Street. A person had a house in that street, and he and the previous 
owners and occupiers of the houses in which he lived, as well as several other occupiers 
of houses in tiha street. had from time immemorial erected, on market days, stalls 
opposite their houses, anu either used the stalls themselves or let them to others. No 
tolls were ever taken in respect of the goods sold at these stalls, though they were 
f ormerly taken for similar produce exposed in the market elsewhere. In au aotion 
against the corporation for removing the market to another plaoe within the borough:
Bcld, that the right to the stalls was a right which might reason:;bly be supposed to 
have been granted by the owners of the market to the owners and occupiers of the 
houses, and that it was suffiaiently connected with the enjoyment of the houses to be 
claimed as appnrt.enant thereto. 

Hald, also, that if the original grant was presumably to hold the market at any plaae 
within the borough, still the corporation could not remove it, as to do so would be 
ill derogation of their own grant of the r igh t claimed. Ellis v. Bridgnorth (Mayor, &a.), 
o J ur ., N.S. 1,078 ; 15 C.B., N.B. 52; 32 L.J. , C.P . 273; 12 W.R, 56; 8 L.T., N.S. 668. 

III,- Cases relating to Questions as to disturbance of, or 
interference with Markets and Market Rights. 

As to illegal Trading autBut. MaA·ket. 

1. The grant of a market does not of itself imply a right in the grantee to preveDt 
persons from selling marketable articles in their private shops within the limits of the 

·franchise on market days. Macclesfi~ld (Mayor, &c,) v. Chapman, 12M, & W.18; 
7 J Ul'. 1,OH ; 13 L.J" Ex. 32 . 

• The Public Healtb Act, 1875, is DOW substitoted for tllis Act. 
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') A right by cus~om to exolude persons from selling market.ahle ar~icles in their 
shops on market days without the limits of the ma.rket, is valid. 

,"Vhe1'e a market for men.t was proved to IHwe been in existence in t·be reign of. 
James I. , proof that the grantees of the mat-ket had for tbe IHst 100 years l'lppoin1,ed 
market brokers, that no butcbers' shops had oxisted out of the mnl'lcet·place until 
181 0, and that tbe sbops then set up werA objected to by the grantees, was held to 
he sufficient evidence' of such immemorial ri~ht. Macclesfield (Mayor) ·v. Pedley; 
1 N. & M. 708; 4 B. & Ad. 397. 

3, The gra.nt of a market, with the addition of tIle words" with n.1I liberties am] 
free customs to snch a market belonging," does not imply a right 111 tho gl'n.ntcc to 
prevent persous selling marketable articles au market da.ys witbin t.ho 1imits of the 
frauchise . Penryn (Mayor, &c.) v. Best, L.R. ~ Ex. D. 2n2 ; 48 L.J. Ex. 1O;j; 
38 L.T. 805; 27 W .R. 126 O.A. 

Such n. l'ight may be gained by immemorial enjoyment 01' prescription , lb. 
A corporation claimed to be entitled by prescription to a meat market within the 

borough. and as incident thereto they cla.imed the right to prevent butchers fro111 
selling meat ill their Q'i\rn shops on market days wi thi n the limits of the franchise. 
'l'he evidence was that from the time of living memory down to 1862 butchers who 
had shops in the borough closed them on market days. and resorted to the market 
and sold there, paying stall.ge; that in Hl62 two blltcber, refuseel to do this, but 011 

actions being brought submitted, and thenceforth paid toll for kecping t heir shops 
open on market days. and that the defendant 1md paid a similar ton for some years 
before 1875, when he declined to continue the payment. 

It was held that the evidence was sufficient to support the claim to prevent the 
owners of shops from selling in them all market days. lb. 

4. "Ybere part of the space granted for 11 market was used for other purposes than 
those specified in the grant, and the remaining part became insufficient for the public 
accommodation :- Held, that the lord of the market could n ot maintain an action 
against an individual for seUlng vegetables in the neighbourh ood of his market, and 
thereby depriving him of toll , evon at a lime when there wns room in the market. 
without showing that on the clay when the sale took plnce he gave notice to the seller 
that there was room within tho market, l)rillce J) . Dewis, ;) B. & O. 363; 3 D. & R. 121 ; 
2 O. & P. 66. 

5, A sale of goods On flo market day, ;, witllill the prescribed limits" of a town is 
not within s. I ;l of the 80 Vict. c. 14, unless tho bulk of tbe goods sold is, at tho 
time of such sale, substantially" within the prescribed limits.1> Newtownal'ds Town 
Oommissione,'s v. Woods, 11 Ir. L.R., O.L . 50o-0.P. 

6, H. was charged befOl's the magistrates of a city for having infringed a private 
Ma.l'ket Act, which imposed a fine on any person selling, offering, or ex-posing for sale 
any cm'cases or meat within the limits of the city and county. except within the 
market, It was nroved on 12th J u.nual'V 1877 El. delivered certain caJ.'cnses at a door 
within the limits,~ and that, tho carcases ·were then weigbed and paid for, but it was 
alleged they were delivorod in pursuance of n previous contract entered into betweeu 
the same part.ies at tho same place on the 5th of the same month . Th e Summons was 
taken out for the 12th January, and the magistrates found that there had been a 
previous sale and purchase on the 5th. 

Held, that they Bhouhl have convicted on the above f.cts, and that if they had 
thought it necessary they should have amendnd the summons by altermg the date 
on which the offence was alleged to have been committed from the 12th to the 5th of 
the montll. Exeter (Mayor , &c.) v. Heamen, 37 L.T. 534. 

7. In order to exempt from the penalty under 10 Viot. c. 14. s. 13, the party 
must be shown to hsve sold the marketable articles in what is really his own private 
shop, and in not any such way aB to const,itute a different market from the legal 
one;' and in order to deflermine this question, all the elements of the case must be 
~ken into considel'ati~n . althourgh ~ot one of them .~1one might be c,onclusive upo~ 
It. Popev. Whalley, 6 B. & S. 303 , 11 Jur., N.S. 444, 34 L .J ., M.O. 76, 13 W.R. 402, 
11 L.T., N.S., 769. 
~ . A sale by sample on a market day near to hut without the limits of the market 

is not a disturbance of the market, unless done designedly and 'with the intention 
. to evade p",yment of toll. Brecon (Mayor, &c.) v. Edwards, 1 H. & O. 51 ; 
8 Jur., N.S., 4til; 31 L .J ., Exch. :J68; 6 L.'I'., N.S. 29~. 

9. A person brought sheep to a public-house 40 yards out of tho limits of a 
market, left them there. went into the ma.rket in search of customers, whom he 
brought back to the public-house and there sold the sheep to them :-lIeld, that this 

% .j. 
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was ~ fl'rmcl lIpon t,h0 mn.l'ket. for wllieh ~he ~ellel' w:'1,g Ihthlr. to :1.ll notion by 
t;Le lc",~ee of t.he mil.l'ket. Brigbn(l~ 'll. Slw.pter, t5 M .... ~ \". ,?7G: ". 

10. A pe£11:1.1' holding ::t. pedbl"s cC1 'tific:ltc a.nd tl'fl.cllUg ':ljill1ll the cll.S1iJ'lCt for which 
.t was (Tl'anted , 1l11t ns ing' a bOl 'se and cart. n.ud t.herefore llot ftc L.I1lg fl S ,<I. pedlar 
wit,lrin the definition III secUon ,:J , ?f t he P edlars Act, 1871, .was .y c~; wlt~lIn the 
exemption of section 1:3 of tllo lO VICt. c. 14 .. ns ex~en~l ed by s.ec~ l o n 6 oj: ~he Pedlars 
L"-ct, iI.nll W:1.S not lin.bIe to a. penn1ty fo~' selh.ng w lLllln th? lll.l;llts pl'eKCl'lbcd by t,he 
specinl Act cOllstit,u.Ling t,he lll n,l'l,et al'.tlCles ]n rospect of WhlCh tolls. wore by the 
special Act ftUUIOl'lsed to he taken _ In the market. How:tl'd '/' , Lupton, L,R. 
10 Q.B. 598 ; 44 hJ .. 1\'1.C., 150; .40 J.P. 7.. .' .. . . 

11. A local Market Act pl'olnblted tho scllmg WJthlll cel'tam 111111ts of t he market 
corn. grain, £g11, u:eat" ponltry. 01' ot~le l' pl'~visiOllS, or any bulls, sheep, SWhlC, 01' 

other live cattle whICh are usually sold m publ IC markets. 
It was held that a shopkeeper selling potatoes caInt) within the stat1l te, these 

beiuO' «nrovisions," and also l< usually sol d wit,hin markets." Shepbel'll , v. l!1oUand, 
4~ J.P. i65. 

12. All improvement Act passed subsequently to. lO Viet c. 14. enacted that the 
local hom'l1 and t.hoir l es~ees mIg-lit fl'om tIme to tIme demmul and take from any 
pcn:ion occltuying 01' 118illg allY L shop, stall , stx'\.uu, boncll, Oi.' gl'olmd sp,!'tce in any 
lllt ~rket- placo fo1' the ti me being Huder t,ho nwnag<?llIont of. the local lJm1.l'l~, :md lI,SCU 

as a geneml lual'kut. such lon~ a~ the locnl lJOH,l'tl UI'. t,hun' JUf)ROCS from "line to t UDO 

a'l'puiutuJ, lIot uxcc(3diug i1lc severt1l. tulls spe~Jfied }II a sohedule all1lexed ~o the 
Improvement Act, uUll tho schedule m ttH'lUS Hnposed the toll UII tho OCCllpHll' of 
overy sh op, stall, 01' ground SpttCO in the market, and Hot upon the cUlnll1oditicl:i sold 
01' exposed for sale there , " . 

It was held tha.t a persoll who Hold fnut and fish. w1nch were m a1'ketablu art1clos, 
from door to door within t.he limits of the Illlpl'Ovemcut Act (lid not thOJ'0uy becomo 
liable to the penalty imposed by 10 Viet. c. H . s. lao Caswell '0. (Jook, II C.B., 
N.S. 637; 31 L.J., M.C. 185. 

13. Under the powers of an Act of 1844, the Corporation of Manchester purchased 
the manorial rights of the manor of Maueheswr, which was coextensive with one of 
t.he six townships included in the borough. .Among these rjght.~ was all ancient 
franchise to bold a market, which appeared to have beeu a Saturday market, After 
this. by the Manchester Market Act. 1846, the corporation wero empowered to hold 
markets on such days as they should think fit at any places within the borough which 
they should appropriate as market places, and to charge any tolls not exceeding those 
mentioned ill the schedule to the Act (which were higher than thc old accustomed tolls), 
and to make certain charges f01' treighing, which could not havn beeu made under the 
old franchise :- Heltl (affirming the decision of the Vice-Chancellor of tho Count.y 
Palatine of Lancaster), that there being uuoer the Act a. chaugo of time, a chauga of 
place, au alteration of the old charges, an imposition of new charges, and an exwnsion 
of the market from the towuship to the borough, the effect of the Act was 1;0 give 
the corporation new rights of holding markets in substitution for the old franchise, 
and tha.t the old franchise was extinguished. 

'l'hfl corporation brought an action to restr[\'l!l the defendants from sell ing eggs and 
dried /ish on market days in their shop. '1'be shop was si.tua.te jn a stroet which 
adjo!Jl f'(l one side of one of the plaintiffg' markets, amI was 0.11 the opposite side of the 
street from h111; not opposite to the entrance from that street to the lTIal'ket. The 
~ofellc1ants ~nly sold the~l', OWll -?"oods i~ their shop in the ordinary course of business;
Hl'hl (affil'lTImg the cleCisIOn of tIle Vice-Ohancellor), that this was 110 disturbance of 
thc statut.ory right of market.. Manchester (Mayor ,of) v. Lyons, L.R. 22 Oh. D. 287; 
47 L.T. G77 (C.A.). 

14-. A market for a. town was established under a local Act. . A section, for T)reventwg 
any encroachment on it, enacted that any person who s.hall &ell, or offer 01~ expose to 
sale (among other things) any roots, fr uit, or gard€lu sLuff in any other place within 
the town shonld be liable to tt penalty, with" proviso excepting the sale by inhabit""ts 
111 i,h eu' houses, shops, 01' pl'ellllses. A party bought veO'etables from a wholesale 
dealer in the market who Ilad previously on the sam~ day paid the toll for them; he 
·then offered them for sale ill the streets :-He/Il, that this was an oftenee within the 
section . Black 1J. Sackett. lO B. & S. 69~. 

15. 'By a local Act any persoll ivho sells fish within the town of Roohdale, except 
ill the market place (unless such sale take place from a shop or dwelling.house), is 
liable to a p~llalty not exceeg,illg 5l. H,. sold four herrings ill an open street no~.)D, 
the market-place" The .street was a. ma.in thoroughfare with hOU~e8 ' Qn, both sidj:lsl';lU' a, 
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populous pa.~·t of tb? ~,nci ent municipal borough of Rochdale, and there was a 
continuolls hne of bmldlllgs from the ma.l'ket-plac~ to the street where the sale took 
place. When the Act wns passed the street in question wns not made, and the site 
of it was, in fact., green fields. There was no definition in the Act of the meaning of 
the expression " town of Rochdale." The justices refused to convict, being of opinion 
tha.t those words were limited to the town a.s it then existed. -

Held, that the justices were wrong in refusing to convict, inasmuch as the section 
w.s intended to "pply to ~1I parts of what might be fairly tenned tbe town of 
Rochdale, whether in existence at the time of tile passing of the Act or not. 
Oollier v. NOl'th, 35 hT. :345. See also Killmister v. Fitton, 53 L .T. 959 . 

16. A local Market Act enacted that evel'Y pCl'son who shonld sell or expose 
£01' sale n.t :tny place within the limits of the Act (other th:tn in his own dwelling
house, or in any shop attached to and being }J fwt of any dwelling-honse), imy 
article ill respect of which tolls were by the Act I~ nthol'isod to be taken, should forfeit 
and pay any sum not exceeding 40 shillings. By a schedule n. toll was imposed upon 
horses. 

It was held that a horse was an article witbin the Act. 
It was also held tbat a sale by auction of horses by Lt., a licensed auctioneer, 

in a yard attached to the dwelling-house of B., within the district was a ll offence 
ngaillst, the Act. L1andafl' and Canton Market Oompany v. Lyndon, 8 C.B., N.S. 515; 
30 L.J. , M.O. 105; 6 Jur., N.S. 1344; 8 W.R. 693. 

17. Where an Act enacted that every persun who should sell or expose for sale 
at any place within the limits of the Act (other than his own dW,eUing house, or in ""y 
shop attached to and being par t of any dwelling-house), any article in respect of 
which tolls were by the Act authorised to be taken, should incur a penalty of 
40 sbillings-

I t waS held that to bring it within the exemption the shop need not be attached 
to any part of the dwelling. house of the party himself. 

It was also held th at n sale by auction in a shop attached to and being pal't of any 
dwell ing-house was privileged. Wiltshire v. Willett, 11 C.B. , N.S. 240; 31 L.J., C.P.8 ; 
10 W.R. 44 ; 5 L.1'., N.S. 355. 

18. By a local Market Act every person who should sell 01' expose fol' sale at "ny 
place within the limits of the Act (other than in any existing market-llhtCe, or t he 
market house and market-places to be esta.blished uncleI' the Act, or in his own 
dwelling-house, 01' in any Hhop attached to and hcing part of any dwelling-house), 
any article in l'Gspect of which tolls were by the Act authorised to be taken, other tha ll 
eggs, butter, and fruit, should forfeit 40 sbiHings. 

It was held that It vessel moorod j " a wh.,.f on the old canal, within the limits, 
was not a shop within the exemption. Wiltshire v. Baker, 11 C.B., N.S. 237; 
31 L.J .C.P., 10 n.; 10 W.R. 89 ; 5 LT., N.S. 355. 

19. Lt. was the tenant of a dwelling-house and shop, and a piece of ground in front 
of the shop, in the town of ]:1. ; there was a weoden shed affixed to the honse and 
supported on wooden posts, which had been erected over the piece of ground for 
18 years, and pi'evious to the erection of the shed stone flags had been buiit into and 
formed part of the house, the flags projecting 3 feet ITom the house, and these flags 
helped to support the wooden shed. Lt., after a market had been opened for the 
town, exposed vegetebles for sale outside his house and shop upon the piece of ground 
and beneath the wooden shed, and was convicted by justices on an inionnation charging 
that he had contravened s. 13 of the 10 Vict. c. 14. 

On a case it was held that the facts showed that the shed was part of A .'s dwelling
LI.ce or shop, an~ the justices were .w."ong in conYicti~g him. Ashworth v. H eyworth, 

.R. 4, Q.B. 316, 38 L.J. , M.O. 91, 20 L.T., N.S. 439, 33 J.P. 565 . 
20. A locn! Market Act of 1867 incorporated t he 10 Vict. c. H., and also provided 

thst nO unlicensed person should sell in any open place wit4in the limits of the 
m.:ket, not being the new market-plaoe 01' his own dwelling-house or shop, any 
articles, &0. A. sold arLicles of the description mentioned in the Market Act in a 
skittle ground let 'to him for two days. The place where the sale took place Wl1B 

covered with a roof, and enclosed, but had a door leading into the street. 
It was held that the place of sale was not A.'s shop within the exception in s . 13. of 

the 10 Vict. c. 14. Hooper v. Kenshole, L .R. 2, Q.B.D. 127; 46 L.J. , M.C. 160 ; 
36 L.T., N.S. 111; 41 J.P. 182. 

21. In 1871 a local board duly opened a market established by them under the Local 
Government Act, 1858, and the 10 Vict. c. 14. The former Act confen'cd upon local 
boards powers in this matter simibr to those now cont(tinod in tho l'ublio H ealth 

R .56125, 
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Act, 1875 . A. was charged with infringing 8 . 1:1 of .the 10 Vic,: c . 14. by selling 
12 sheep in a place other than the market not be.mg l11s own dwelhng~house or shop. 
The justices refused to convict under the followmg f.ac~ : A. had, 11:. 186~, under 
the approval of the local hoard, erected a lar!)e bUll<h ng called tho . Agl"lcultural 
Hall," c"'pahle of holding 1.00 head of cattle, w1.th a large ,opell pnl lV, th fixed pens 
capnble of holding 1,4CX ) sheep. The hall rLn(~ :yard woro A. S pl'l.v a.Lc IJ L'O,lJOI-ty , fIond In 

hil'l OW Il occupation . A.'s clwcllillg hOUHC ad]OlUCd ;,1ml cOll~munl c:tI;Ca wI Ll i t,~lC y::Ll'd . 
.:1. was 111 the hn,hit of nclvertisil1g and holdi llg sn lcs hY.l}nhl,c all?LltJll ~~ vel'y l\{onday, 
which is the mal'ket tlny, the aVl'!nlgc s:\le 'Oneil MOlllln.y IJOIJ Ig' ah~llt UX) cattle 
::I.llU 1,lXX) sh eep. '1'110 cattle and sheop 30 sold wore i:he prop~rt.y of farlUors and 
at,hers . .Lt , cbarg ing tbt'l vondol's n. commission. and gual'nnteelDg payment of the 
amou":t of the sales. Tho offence proveu was the sale of 12 sbeep in the hall on 
a Monday, Lhe h,ul bei llg wi thin the district of the local board , and tolls beoll taken 
for '~he sale of sheep in the market. " . 

It w~~s helrl , 011 appeal . that the jus ~i ccs otl.ght to have convICted, ~or thn.t tho sale 
was not wit.biu 11.'8 own shop within tho lJ:lGnmng of 3. ~3 of t?0 10 Vl~t . e. 14. , 

It was held also that 11. by the es~ablts~ment of hIS hU~ll~ess 1l1l ~leI: the ;'1.pproval 
of the local board, bad not acquired any n ght. power, 01' 1'1'lvIlego wltlull s. <:)0 of the 
Local Goverument Act, 1858. Fearon v. Mitchell, L.R. 7, Q.B. 6UO; 41 L .J., M.0 . 17; 
27 L.T., N.S. 33; 3G J.P. 804. 

22. '1'10I'e was a local Act simila.r in language to s. 13. of tho 10 Viet. c. 14. 
A. resided in i'\, stroot wiLhin the limits of market jurisdiction, and occupied a large 
yard adjoining his residence, in whieh were sheds and other places for sale of cattle 
and sheep, and he exposed there for sale 200 sheop. 'l.'h. ent l"lLuce to the yard 
was fl"Om the street thl·ough double doors. After p,,",sing through the doors there was 
a l'lace ahout 30 feet by 20 feet, covered in hy beams and flooring. A. resided in 
a small house supported hy pillars on either side of this place, the floor of his house 
forming the ceiling of this uuder space ; the yard extended further ba.ck without 
a ceiling to about 158 feet from the doors . r:rhere were stairs from tIle uwolling~ 
house down into t.he covered space, a.nd this was the communication hetwcoll the yard 
emil sheds and the house. 

Ilold, that the yard aud sheds were not the dwelling-place or shop of A., aud he 
was rightly convicted of an offence 11nder the local Act. McHole v. Davies, L.R. 1 
Q.B.D. 59 ; 45 L .J ., M.O. 30; 33 L .T ., N.S . 502 ; 40 J.P. 54S. 

As to Establi8h-mc"t of "ivaI or othe,. MarX,.!. ,.ithi ... Limits of 11[",·1"'1 Bights. 

23. The plaintiffs were owners of the D.-.nchise of tho S. fru it and vegetable 
market, deriving their title from gl"ants of letterB patent in the reiguB of Oharles II. 
and J ames II. The defendants, a railway company , established at their good. station 
at B., less than a. quarter of a mile from the S. markot, a. new market for fish, fruit, 
and vegetables, which they at first advertised as a "market," hut afterwards substituted 
the title of "dep6t." The plainti ffs having brought an actiou for au injunction to 
l'estram thA Company from carrying on their market on tho ground that it was a 
disturbance of the plaintiffs' ·market rights and a fraud upon their market, and 
prejudicial to the ownerBhip thereof, the defendants alleged that the S. market was 
wholly inadequate to the wante of the neighbourhood, and that such inadequacy was 
increased by the fact that the plaintiffs devoted the whole space of the S. market to 
tenants by the ye!ll" and for other periods, thuB depriving the public of accommodation. 

It was held that the injunction mUBt be granted, for the defendant s would not be 
JUBtified in establiBhing a. market which interfered with the plaintiffs' legal rights, 
even ]f there were eVIdence that the accommodation of the S. market was insufficient, 
which wa" not proved to he the case. Gold.mid v. Great Eastern Railway Co., 
L.R. 25 Oh. Div. 511; 49 L.T. 717 ; 53 L.J. Oh. 371. . 

ThiB decision was confirmed on appeal to the Honse of Lords. Seo Great Eastern 
Railway Oompany v. Goldsmid, .L.R. 9 App. Oas. 927; 33 W.R. 81 (H.L., E .); 54 L.J., 
Oh. 16:l; 52 L .T. 270; 49 J .P. 260. 

24. The plaintiffs were, dowll to 1855, seised ill fee of an ancient market for the 
sale of eattle, known aB Smithfield M!ll"ket, and were entitled to certain · tells in 
respect .of cattle exposed for Bale in the market. In 1855 the Smithfield Market was, 
under the authority of an Act of Parliament, r emoved to Islington, but .all privileges 
were expressly reserved to the plamtlffs, and lt was enacted that no new market for 
the sale of cattle should be opened within Beven miles from St. Paul's Oathedral. DnB 
of the defendants became in 1854 leBBee of certain premiBeB about 600 yardB distant 
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from the I slington Market, and within the distance of seven miles from tbe Cathedral. 
and converted them juto lairs and receptacles for cat tle, containing accommodation 
for about 400 heMl. Rome of the cattle were f rom time to time sold by the defendants 
upon the premises betwee? the market day s, which were held on 1\1:ondays and 
'l'hursdays. Beyond a umform charge of lail'nge, thore was nothing in the nat ul'O 
of a toll upon sales effected by otber persons than the defelldants j but where tho 
defee clants themselves <1ctcd as salesman, they charged the same commission as if the 
cattle had been sold in the plaintiff's market. Tho cattle thus solli ill the interval 
between the tWO markets wonIel, if thero had been no oppor tunity for sale between 
tIle two markets , haY3 found th eir wn.y to, and been sold iu, the plaintiffs' market. 

Held. a ll tIlo n.bove facts, that fLU action was maintainn.blo against the defeudant.s 
for a disturballco of the plaiutiff.,' market. London (Mayor) v. Lo\V, 49 L.J., Q.B. 144. 

25. In borougbs, the limits of which for tll O purposes of pnl'l inmental'y l'epl'Cfsentntioll 
have been fixed by 2 & 3 Will. 4. c. 64. s. 35. och. 0., aud which arc included in the 
first section of schod ules A. and B. to the 5 & G Wil!. 4. c. 76. s. 7., ,,11 places wi ~hin 
the limits so fixed are by sec Lion 8 of the lnttor Act, pn.rts of the bo!'o ngh for nIl 
purposes, a.nd an ancient hOl'o~lgh market may be lawfully halO. within such limit.s.. 
although outside the limits of the olel municipal borough. .A lDal'ket held in t he 
same town wi th an olel market, i f hold upon t he sa.me clay. is a djijtul'bauce by 
intemlment of law, hut if it, is held on adiifereut day it if.; Oll ly eVlrlcnco of (Jistm'ba.nce 
for the jury. '1.'0 snpport an [Lction for i1istul'h3.llCe of n. market, i t i ~1 not nocessary 
thn.t the dcfembllt should IHwe actually sol(l j <1TIY ac tive interference h'y h im lU tho 
conduct cf the new llli!rket, or pn,r ticipat ion in its profits or risk , is sui-nciollt. 
Mayor, &-c. of Dorchester 'I). Ensor, L.R. 4, r~x . 335. 

26. The plaintiff's were owners of the tolls of an ancient cattle market hel,l weekly 
on Thursday. fJ.'he defendants, who were a.uctioneers, fitted np wir!!. stalls c,n c1 pens a 
neighbouring picco of ground, and issued clrculars stating that weekly sales of cat tle 
by anction wonld b. held thero on Moudays. The plaintiffs brought tllOir action to 
restrain the defendants from hoMing their proposod sa.les, U/;; being an intel'ference with 
the plaintiffs' market. 

E r/d, by the Mastel' of the Rolls that, having regard to mouern faeilities for traffic, 
n. market on Monday was lJ'rimujacie an injury to a mru.'ket 011 Thursday j that what 
the defendants were doil1g was in fact the establishment of a riva.l market, and t.ha.t ::m 
interlocutory injunction ought to be granted. Elwes v. Payne, L.R. 12 Ch. D. 468 ; 
48 L.J., Oh. 831; 41 L.'l'. 118 ; 28 W.R. 234, C.A. 

On appeal, held, that t,h. defcndants undertaking to keep an account, an interlocutory 
injunction ought not to be granted, for that if an injunction was granted a.nd it 
turned out that tho defendant. were in the right, there would be great difficulty ill 
ascer taining the compensn.tion t o which they woulti be entitled; wh61'eas, if an 
injunction was refused, fmll the plaintiffs suqceeded at the trial, thoro wonld b e no 
difficulty in giving them compellsn.tion, ;'l,ncl thoir market woulel su ffer no pormanent 
injury from the sales by the defendants in the llleantime. lb. . 

27 . If the granteo of a market uuder lotters patent from the Crown Buffers another 
to erect a market in his neighbourhood a.nd uses it for the space of 24 years without 
interruption, he is by BUel) use barred of his action for disturb ance of his market. 
Holcroft v. H eel, 1. B . & P. , 400 .. 

28. An actlon will lie for Brectillg a. mnrket near the plaintiff's ancient maJ.-ket, 
though the defendant only took money in tho nature of rent for hiB stnJls, which iB a 
lawful act, hnt took no toll, :loud had no pretence to a pie-pouaro court, or a.nything' 
that amounted to a usurpation of a fmDchise of the Crown. Mosley v. Chadwick, 
7 B. & C. 47 , n.; 3 Doug. 117. 

29. Where a corporation held a market by prescription, amI the Orown afterward s 
granted to the corporation a charter with these worda, " quod nullum mercatlUl1 intra 
Bepte~ leu cas in circuitu bUl'gi proodicti per nos vel hreredes llostros alieno concedatm' :" 
- Held, that such prohibition, if it could be considered to extend beyond that which is 
attached by the common law t<l the grant of • market, WdS void. In "e Islington 
Market Bill, 2 C. & F. 513. 

30. The estahlishment of a ]lew market, to be holden within the same time~, within 
the commou la w llista,nce of the old market, is pl'imd jacir. injlll'iou8 to the lat tor, 
and therefore void j the convenienco of tho publ ic woule! not, under snch cirCullwt ... 1.11Cel:l, 
justify the grant of a new market. In "e I slington Market Bill, 2 O. & F . G13. 

And where a charter purported to be granted " de assensu pnelatol'Ulu. comitlllfl, 
H • &~., in in~tallii parlirunento convoc..'lti," a new char ter granted to ho1c1 the nun'kat· 
wlthin the prescribed distance wonld be void, and would b. repealable; by .ai,·. facias

A l ~ 2 
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The words stated would h.ve the effect of giving tIle first charter tl~o ILllthorityof nll 
Act of PMli"'lleut. Such a charter could only be repealed by A~t .of Pal'l"'lllont. lb. 

n the market created by the first charter bad not sufliclent "pace for the 
accommoc1atioll of the public, and also if part of the space ol'lgl11ally allotted to it 
wns employed, or suffered by the grantee to b~ employed f?l' oth?l' 1l1lrpos~8 wit~lOnt 
his providing l\ convenient place for the public to buy and 8?1l III ebowhpro wIthin 
t,bs limits of his grant, such circumstrmces would form a. good dcfcncu to an action 
brought by him again~t any. person for selling out of the market. '.LIlley might also 
furnish O'round for a. SCt1'O jaGUf.,S to repeal the patent. lb. 

Q'U(er8~ whether such circumstan,?es would not ren~er the gr:~ntco lia.bl? to ~n 
indictment for a misdemeanour 1 It they would. :).n action would he ;1,180 agaInst hIm 

for his default, but while such grant remains unrepealed, no ot,her market could be 
granted wi.thiu t,he limited distance. lb. . 

If by the terms of tbe gr<lIlt tbe Imrket was to bc beld III " fixod place, tlefinet! 
and known by metes and bounds, should those limits not be sllflic i~'llt, and the owner 
of the market have no llower to enlarge them, a new mn.rket lJught be grn.nted to 
such an extent aB to supply the deficiency, but no more. Th. 

IV.-Cases relating to Questions as to Stalls and Stallages. 
1. 'l'respass lies for setting ta.bles in a market-.place for the sale of gooll thereon 

without leave of the owner of the soil. Norwich (Mayor, &c.) v. Swan,2 W. Bl. I,U6. 
2. Ejectment cannot be maintained against a person for having a. stall in a street, 

the proper remedy is a,; action of trespass by th~ ~wner of the soil 011 wbich the st~ll 
was erected. Doe d. St. J uliau Shrewsbury (MInlSter , &c.) v. Oowley, 1 0. & P. 123, 
Hullock. 

3. Stallage is a payment clue to the owner of a market in respect of the exclusive 
occupation of a port ion of the soil. Yarmonth (Mayor, &c.) v. Groom, 1 H. & O. 102; 
32 L.J., E>:ch. 74; S Jur., N.S. 077 ; 7 L.T .. , N.S. 161. 

1lherefore, where a person useu a market with flo chair and a peu, that is, flo wooden 
or wicker basket, 4 feet long, 2!; feet wide. and 2 feet higb, with a lid, which, being 
turned back ann supported by pieces of wood not fixed ill the soil, formed a table on 
which he exposed his provisions for sale :-IIeld, that he was liable for s["lbge. lb. 

The question whether a particular structure constitutes Do stall is u. question of fact 
for a jury. lb. 

4. Au action may be maintained by the owner of a market for stall ago. and that 
without showing any contract in fact between him and the occupier of the stsll. 
Newport (Mayor, &c.) v. Saunders, 3 B. & Ad. 411. 

5. A person who exposes goods for sale in a public markot has a righ I. 1.0 occupy 
the Boil wi~h baskets ,necessary and proper for containing tho gooda. 'l lownend 'fl . 

Woodruff, D E xch. 506; 19 L.J., Exch. 315. 
6. Oharles T. , hy letters patent, in 1639, granted to H. anll hie heirs a weekly 

market at E. , with all tolls and profits. By deed in 1646, between H. of the first 
part and certain persons on behalf of the inhabitants of E. of the second part, the 
lnhahItants If havmg conSIdered the great charge H. had been at in procuring the 
"market," and for other considerations, dill grant unto him the court-house and the 
waste ground adjoining the market-place, together with the market-place, and H. 
covenanted that the mhabitants should have a market toll free:-Held, that in the 
1I.bsence. of any evidence o~ an ancient .market or of any reference to a custom or an 
exemption from stallage III the charter of 1639, there was no origin to which such 
exemption could be referred but the deed of 1646 . Lockwoou v. Wood, 6 Q .. B. 31; 
10 J Ul'. 158; 15 L.J., Q.B. 37. 

The word toll in a grant may include stallage lb.. ' 
n the Orown grant to H. and his heirs tbat they may !lave and hold a market 

in the town of E., with all tolls and profits thenoe .rising, but neither the Orown nor 
H. has any right of soil iu the town, if H. "fterlVards acquires the soil on which the 
market is held he may claim stallage by virtue of the grant . . lb. 

A modern grant by H., • subject bolding under the Crown as before mentioned, to 
which certain persons, styled inhabitants of E., are parties, granting that the 
inhabItants· of E., the1l' heirS and aaslgns for ever, shall enjoy the market as freely 
as H. held it of the Orown, and containing a c?venant by H. that they shall do so, doe. 
not exempt from stallage an Inh.bItant not pr1vy to Buoh grant. lb. . , 
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Such au exemption for the inhabitants of a. town can be only by way of custom, 
not of grant or prescription. lb . 

7. Oharles 1. granted, by letters patent to the lord of the manor of Swindoll, his heirs 
and assigns. full and absolute license and authority to hold a market within the town 
of Swindon, with all liberties and free customs, tolls, stallage, piccage, fines, and all 
othel' profits, commouities, and emoluments whatsoever to such mal'kflt appertaining. 
In 1860 the lord of the manor of Swindon, being seized of and entitled to the rights 
grauted by Oharles 1. , demised to a compauy for 21 years all the tolls, rates, dues, 
and duties arising and to be collected and received at the Swiudon Market. The 
market was held in the public street, and no stalls or pens had ever been erected 
for the standing or separation of the cattle. Up to the time that the company acquired 
their l'iO'hts, in 1866, no payment wa.s ever demanded except upon the sale of cattle, 
when a ~mall sum was paid pel' head, either by the buyer or the seller. The company 
made a charge upon the vendors for st"llage upon all cattle brought to the market in 
lieu of the tolls charged on the sale. 

Held, in an action against a. vendor of cattle to recover this stallage, that the company 
had no right to make such charge. Swindon Oentral Market Oompany v. Panting, 
27 L.T., 578. 

V.- Cases relating to Questions as to Tolls. 
A s to rights to talc. Tolls. 

1. A olaim of toU to he taken in specie for goods sold in a market is supported by 
evidence of a right to toU for goeds brought into the market aud ther e sold, without 
showing any right to toll £01' goods sold in the market without being brought there. 
Mosley v. Pierson, 4 T.R. 104. 

,2. To support a claim of toll traverse a spe~io.l consideration Deed not be shown. 
RIckards v. Bennett, 2 D. & R. 389; 1 B. & O. 223. 

3. In an action for toll traverse, evidence that a party on a market day Bold 
41 quarters of corn by two sacks P1tched in the market is not sufficient to authorise n 
verdict against him. Vines v. Reading (Mayor, &c.), 4 Bing. 8; 12 Moore, 201, 
1 Y. & J . 4. 

4. A claim of toU-thorough cannot be supported without showing a beneficial 
consideration moving to the person from whom it is claimed. Hill 'V. Smith. 
S.P. Yarmouth (Mayor), 3 B,rrr. 1402. 

5. A prescription for toll of corn brought into a town to be there sold on a marke, 
day, any par t of which is pitohed within the market for sale, and whioh shall b. 
there sold, is bad, as there cannot be any toll in respect of goods not actually 
brought into the market. Wells v. Miles, 4 B. & A. 559. 

6. A prescription for toll in respect of goods sold by sample in a market, an.:i 
afterwards brought into the city to be delivered, cannot be supported. Hill v. Smith, 
4 Taunt. 520. But 8ee S.O. 10 East, 476. 

7. A seller of corn by sample in a market is benefited by the market ad well as 
the seller of corn which is pitohed there iu bnlk and sold, and if he refuses to pay 
the same toll which is paid by the seUer of corn in bulk, an aotion lies against him 
for the injury done to the market iu selling by sample. If a grantee of a royal 
franchise, as toll, grants an immunity thereout, and the franchise of toll afterwards 
becomes extinct by unity of possession in the Crown, the immunity does not thereby 
cease; and if the Orown re-grants the toll, the grantee must take it still subject to 
the immunity. Tewkesbnry (Bailiff) v. Bricknell, 2 Taunt. 120. 

8. Upon the construction of a local Act establishing a market for corn, &0. in the 
city of Oork and its suburbs: 

Held, tha.t market toll was DOt levia.ble upon a sale l ma.de in the vendor's own house 
or premises situate within the city, of corn then being outside the oity and its suburbs. 
Webber v. Adams, 5 Ir. R., O.L. 146, Exc. Oh. 

Held, .lso, that market t"n was not leviable upon sucb a sale, though the corn sold 
was then actually witlrin the oity or its suburb.. lb. 

9. B. , a farmer, living outside the limits of the T. market, was in the habit of 
supplying a greengrocer within the limits of the mal·ket with vegetables, in pm.uance 
of orders, payment heing made monthly :-Held, by Mattbew and Day, JJ., that B. was 
hable to pay the tolls for selling marketable goods. TOl'quay Market 00. v. Burridge; 
Same v. Middleton, 48 J.P. 71. . 

All;) 



184 nOYAL COMl'o[I S,<=I.ION O~ nAu.KE'J~ RIGHTS AND l.'OLLf..: 

10. Au action by the owners of a ma.rket, who had a. prc8c~iptive right of toll on 
all corn brouaht into the market to be sold . and there solU, allegmg that the defendant 
"intendiug to ::=ldeprive them of their toll fraudulently. bought corn ill. the market by 
sample, knowing that the commodity , .... a.<:I DO~ there. In bul,k at tho t~lIle of th~ saJe, 
whereby the owners were prevented from talnu&, tlell' toll, IS not sustaJ1l~ll by eVldonce 
of the mere fact of s tIch plll'chas€'l by s:\U1ple ill the market, ,UlOligh wIt.h knowlodge 
of the owner's claim to toll. coupled with the fact of not l~n.ymg the toll on clema.nd 
afterwards when the corn was delivel'ed to the defendant III tho smll(~ uorough, but 
out of the market. Tewkesbury (Baili ff, &c.) v . Distoll, 6 East, 4:18; 2 Smith, 5U8. 

11. Au Act for tho better regula.ting a market enacted, that it should be lawful for 
the owner thereof to take all such tolls [l.S were usually collected 01' taken, or wweh 
wcre payable within the market: Held, that sncb owner, a.lthongli Hot entitled a.t 
common' law to any toil, might UUdOl' thn.t Act recover such tolls as, at the time 
of passing thereof. were usually paid in any p.al't of the n~3.;ket: ~]though tho tolls 
then usually paid :iu l'ospect of the smne ~),l'tlclos woro clifioront 111 ot.hol' part::> of 
the market." Bedford (Duke) ·V . Emmett, 3. B. & A. 366. . 

12. Where a corporation was entitled by a general grant of toll, explrtluec1 by usage 
to be clue for al1 commercia.l O"oods passing in :loud out of their city on horses, 01' in 
carts or waggons (that is, at the rate of l e!. for every horse load. 5nd 2d. for every 
cart load drawn by oue hor~e, and ~d, mOl'e for each ac1ditiou!ll horse) :-llcld, that 
any alteration of the cn rriage by which the goods wero so cOlweyod, ,as by taking 
them in staO'e coachos, instead of carts or waggons, could not vru..·y the l'lght of toll in 
the jlroportion of 2d. for each horse drawing tb. coach, althougb the number of horses 
was estimated by the weight of passengers rather than of goods. Carlisle (Mayor) 
v. Wilson, 5 East. 2; 1 Smith, 297. 

13. By a private Act , passe<l in 1835, the market of Devonport, belonging to A.., 
was enlal'ged into a market for cattle, sheep, &0., and A. was empowered to let the 
erections, buildings, &c. on the ground whereon the market should be beld, and to 
demand and take certain tolls of and from any person or persons l)I'inging any 
goods 01' articles to the market. 'fhere was also a clause providing that if the owner 
should demise or lease the market, 01' tho site, and all or f.1uY of the erections or 
buildings thereon the lessee should, sn bject to such exceptions or restrictions as might 
be expressly contained in the lease, tako and enjoy the rente and tolls authorised to 
be taken by the Act, as the owner would have been entitled to do if tho lease had not 
been made :-Held, that a lessee of the market, under a parol demise, was entitled to 
demand and receive the tolls. Brigland • . Shapter, 5 M, & W, 375. 

14. In a high street in a town and manor there was a market-house belonging to the 
lord. 'l'his manor, together with the market, belonged to the Crown ill tho reign of 
Henry m. As far back a. living memory exteniled, various toll. had been paid for 
the use of the market for articles hawked about the town, and for stall. and st,ndin"s 
for the sale of articles erected in the street. One of these tolls WM 1. . for eve~y 
cartload of fish, fruit, and vegetables hawked about the town for which no toll bad 
before been paid in the market : 

Held, first, that there was evidence that the toll hacl boen paid from time 
immemorial, so that a legal origin of 'the claim would, if possible, be presumed. 
Lawrence v. H1tch, 37 L.J., Q.B. 209; L.R. 3 Q.B. 521, Exch. Cham. 

Held, sec,ondly, that if any objection was made to the antiquity of the toll on the 
score of rankne .. , 1t m1ght still be supported as a reasounble toll, the amount varyin" 
from time to time according to the varying vo.lue of money. lb. 0 

Held, thirdly, that if such an objection ~as. unanswerable, the claim might be 
sustalned as to a toll granted or reserved w1thin t1me of memory by presuming a 
dedlCatlOn by the Crown of the st:'eet to the , public _ since the time of Henry III., 
whi,ch would be a good conslderatlOn for a grant or a reservation of the toll claim,ad, 
as 1t was not toll-thorough, or a toll for the mere use of the way, but imported a 
license to rest and stay upon the land for the purpose of selling marketable 
commodities. lb. 

15. The Brecon Markets Act, 1862, vested in the plaintiffs certain tolls, which under 
the name of drift tolls had been immemorially received by tbe corporation of Brecon 
for cattle, goods. and cal'ri,ages passillg to, thl'on~h, or from tho b~rollgh. ~ railway 
compal~-Y. Ullde~' the sanction. of an ,Act pa&'3ed ill the same seSSlOll, acqull'ed land, 
not bemg a h1ghway, on whlCh they constructed a railway and stD.tion within the 
borough of Brecon, whence passengers, goods, and cattle were conveyed by other 
lines of railway to. other .places beyond the limits of the borough. The rights 91 
the corporatlOn and of the plamtitfs were expressly rese.rv:e\1 .. by th~ Railwl'Y Act, 
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but there was no provislon eitllOl' in that or in the 1!.ial'kets Act exp l"t.: 'ssly enabling the 
plaintiffs to levy tolls on the l'a!lway. . . 

It was held t bat the plamtl'ffs we1'e not entltled to toll In respeot of cattle, goods, or 
cn.rriagcs pa.ssing along the rai lway. ~l'econ Mal'ke~. Company v. Neath and Brecon 
Railway OOlllpany. L .R. 7 O.P. 555; S O.P . 157 ; 42 L.J. O.P . 63, Ex. Oh . 

. d.s to Uw amownts of 'Poll-s. 

16 . .A. grant of a. fair 01' a market, with an eX:~l'ess grant of toll, passes l'eu,sollable 
toil, though no amount of toll is specified. Stamford (Corporation) ·u . Ea.wIett, 
1 O. & J . 57,400; 1 Tyr. 29 l. 

17. A toll of one penny for every pig- brought into a market is not necessarily 
unreasonable. Wright v. Bruister, 4 B. & Ad. 116. . 

18. Where n. toll of corn has beeu customtl"rily taken by clipping into the sack, so 
as to bring out a certain quantity, and tbo collector ·val'ied from the proper mode 
(by sweeping instead of lifting the toll) so as to take lUore :-Held. that trover 
lay against him for the excess. NOl"IDaU v. Bell, 2 B . & Ad. 190. 

HL In 1:l20, the ma.nor of Cheltenham with a. ma.rket and fair was g ranted by 
Henry III. to the inhabitants for foul' ycars. OlmrlEls I. granted the mallor in fee to 
persons thl'ough whom the plaintiff claimed, with all a.nd singular tho tolls due by 
l'eason of markets, &c., within the lordship. From time immemorial until 1786 there 
was a market-house in tho High Street of Oheltenha.m belonging to the lord of the 
manor, aua I d. pel' uR.sket for hutter suld t,here, and I d. pOl' pot for butchers meat 
hawked about the town was paid, and from Is. 6ll . to 28. tid. per clay was paid to the 
occupiers of houses for stalls erected before the houses and l d. to th e lord. From 1786 
dowll to the present time different local Acts have been passed~ uuder which a new 
market-house has been erected j but in n..11 the Acts tl1e rights of tilO lords of the mauor 
were strictly preserved. A s long as livin g witnesses can remember, u, board has been 
fixed ill the market with the market toUs, alll] the "tolls payahle hy all persons 
" hawking rthout the town fish, fruit, vegetables, or other articles for which no toll 
., has bcen t.'\ken in jihe I\1f\,1'ket," ·1:-nU~ l· {din, Is. for every waggon, cart, horse, or ass 
loau. '1111ose tolls were p1'oved to ha.vu been collected regurarly. M of right, since 
1810 till 1863, when t ho uefendant refn"eil to pay the vlainliff, the preseut lessee of 
the tolls, the toll of 1 8. for U cal"tlOl\d of yugctables and fruit lJl'ought in to and hlmked 
about the town . On a cCl.se in whicll the COUl't were to draw inferences of fact :
HelAl, thai all the facts it ought to bs I,rosnllcd that the toll of l s. hau hoen taken 
from thne immemorial, and tha.t if the doctrino of -rankness applied, the other facts 
went to show tha.t Is. for flo clll'tload of vege1ia,blos was not uTIre£lsonabJe in the time 
of Riohard 1. l1e.lcl, 0.180, tho.t the claim might bo sustained as no claim to a reasonable 
toll, which might vary in amount with the value of money. Held, also, that a lawful 
origin of the toll might be presumed within legal memory, by means of a dedication of 
the streets to the public and a contemporaneous reservation of this toll on the part of 
the Orown, between the time of Henry III. o.nd Ohar1es I. Lawrence v. Hitch, 
L.R. 2 Q.B. 184, n.; 3 Q.B. 521. 

Remedy for Fmuds wpon MOII'ke! Tolls. 
20. An action on the case iB the proper remedy for a h 'aud upon the toll of a market. 

Blakey v. Dinsdale, Oowp. 664. 

VI.-Miscellaneous Cases on Q,uestions referring to 
Markets. 

1.. Spreading rumours with intent to enhance the pri.ce of hops, in. the hearing 
of hop planters, dealers, and others, that the stock of hops was near ly exhausted, and 
that there would be a scarcity of hOpB, with intent to induce them not to bring their 
hoptl to market for a long time, and thereby greatly to enhance the price, is an t?fl'enco 
at common law, notwithstanding the repeal of the 5 & 6 Edw. 6. c. 14. by 12 Geo. :1 . 
c. 71. Rex v. Waddington, 1 East, 143, 166. 

2. A s.le by sample is not entitled to the privileges of a sale in market ovort. 
Crane v. London Dock Oompany, 5 B. & S. 3Vl; 10 Jur. N.S. 984; 12 W .R. 745 ; 
10 L.T. , N.S. 372. 

To constitute a sale in market overt, t.hc g oods sold must be present ill thA lnal'ket 
during the whole of the transaotion, from the lllaking of tho contract to the dolivory, lb. 

A", 
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3. Defendants, owners of a market for sale of cattle, had, some three years before 
the action, erected some railings round a statue in the street of the town where the 
market was held, and near to the site which plaintiff, wbo was in the habit of bringing 
cattle to the market, occupIed and paId a toll for. A cow of plalDtlff's was killed in 
trying to jump the railings. and ill a.n action brougl1t aga.inst defendants to recover 
damno-es for her loss, the jury found that the railings were of insufficient heiO'hl:. :_ 
Held,C>by Lush., J., on further consideration, that plaintiff was entitled to reco~el' on 
I,be grouud that the owners of the market were under an obligation to keep 'the 
market-plnco free from danger to those who lawfully frequented it; and that by 
erecting the railings of insufficient height. they had been guilty of no misfeasance 
resulting in damage to plaintiff, who was not a mere licensee of a pa.rticula.r site, but 
entitled to use the whole of the market-place, subject to the regulations and control 
of the owners. Lax v. The Mayor, &c., of Darlington, 48 L.J., Q.B. 143. 

On appeal it waS held that the defend.nts, having received toll from the plaintiil's 
and invited them to come to the market with their cattle, a duty wa.s imposed o~ 
them to keep the market in a safe conditioD, and, therefore, an actlon would lie aO'runst 
tbe defendants for the loss sustained by the plaintiffs. lb. 5 Ex. D .. 28; 4U I,.J. E"~105; 
41 L.T. 489; 28 W.R. 221, C.A. 

Local Government Board, 
June 1887. 



APPENDIX. 

FAIRS AND MARKETS' COMMISSION, IRELAND. 

REP 0 R'r. 

TO HIS EXCELLENC Y, C;EORCH~ Gl~ANVJT,LE, EARJ, OF ST. mmMANS, LORD 
LIEUTENANT-G-}JNJ~]tAL AND GENERAL GOVl<;RNOR OF IRELAND, 

MAY IT rLEA SE youn EXCELLENCY, 

lM7 

Hrs E xcell ency the Jate Lord Lieutcn~nt, having lIcen plel18ed to issue :l wtlrrnnt, benl'ing 
dnte the 27th September, l R52-" authol'iding nnd directing Il S to examine into the etate flnd condit.ion 
" of the fairs nnd mnrket$ held Ilt the severnl towns nnd places in Irelund, :~nd to inquire by what 
" ltuthority the !!o.rne are so held , nnd the dR.ys and hours for holding such fllil"ti and lI1iu'kets, 
" respectively, nnel whether the sfl.fne arc lleltl in the st,rects of n town, 01' in some grecD or' other 
H pltLce appropriated thereto, and the genoml fitness, convenience, a.nd pl'op"iety of such place for 
" the purposes thereof; n.nd to make inquiry in to the modes by which ~D.les have been usually 
" efIectell at such fnira n.nd ma.rkets, whether by sn.mple or bulk; I~ntl into the several toll s, dutio:>, 
" customs, stt~ll!~ge, piccage, cmnage, beamage, und nll othcr chiLrges, which nre usually ma.tl e 11ud 
" levied t.hereat, and the nnture and :~mount thereof, and by whose au thority, Ot' nudel' wbn.t right, or 
jf pretence of ri ght, the same arc levied; delllllm]ed, 01' claimed, :1.na wllet ller fi.'om the buyer 01' SCI It~l', 
" or otherwise ; nnd nlso to inquire into nll frauds, nbuflCs, Dr imposit ions t hnt ha\'e of' IMe been 
" prllctiscrl at sHch fni["s 0 [" ma["ket.'l. O!' in I'espect of the sal es lWei tlealings thet'eat,lul(l into all 
" reasonable antI propcl'mean$ for correcting 11lId remedying t-he ~i lid frauds, abuses, or imp()siti {J ll~, 
" or nny of t hem ; and instructing" li S to call nnd summon before tiS, n.nd examine nll such pcrsond 1\8 

" we should judge competent in that behalf; tLn d by whom we might be the Letter informed in respect 
" of these ma.tttlrs, nnd sig ni fyin:,r his Excellency's pleasure d lat we sho uld report fully WhfLt we 
'I should find concerning the premises, with our opinion thereon :togethcr with the evidellc(!' of such 
If pe l'sons AS we shou ld ::;0 ex:~millo fiS a£orcsn.id" :-we have now the honour to submit to youI' 
Excellency the following R eport of 0111' proceerlings, and of what we hl\_v6 rount! concerning the 
premises upon such inquiry, together with the opinions which OUI' iln'ostigations have led us' to torm , 

His Excellcncy's WI~rmllt WIts n,ccoillpanietl by n letter of instruction from L ora Ntlll.8, tlated -the 
27th September, 1862, in which his Lordship directed 1110 to proceed to eertnin nHtrket towns in 
different parts of Irebnd, nuu tbel'e il1~titutc inquil'ies into nIL mn,tters connected \yith the conduct 
anu manngcment of the markets therein; all.las it woulll Le impossible to visit ench town where a 
mrrrket WIIS held, we were directed to tielect those where we were likely to l~cq ltire the fullest 
informatiun, !lull where t he most remarkable abuses were lIaid to exist. In ndditiQtl to the subjec ts 
for inquiry meutiont'll in his Excellency's wan'ant, his Lordship furtber llirected us tu i nfo rm oUI':!clvcs 
fu lly on two point.:! :-

lat. The inconvenience thllt arises from the -diversity of weights a.nd mcnstu'cs used in different 
pnrts of I reland, _ 

2nd, The pos:iibili ty of (lovernment obtaining from officers connected with the mnrlmts, a.ccumt~ 
yearly retUnlS of nU articles of nwiculturnl pl-oouce Eold therein during tbe yel1.1'. 

Having obtained, through the 1lI.sistnnce of the conatabulllry, a COlT(~ct list of t he several towns and 
plRces in Ireland at which markets nre held (No. I , nppended to this R eport). we left Dublin oli. the 
28th September, and in the course of four months, visited, and lleld inquiries in ninety-fouL' of the 
principal market towns (No.2, appt'nded), situnted in thirty different counties in Il'eh:md, and exnmined 
upwnrds of seven hundred witnesses, the whole of whose evidence will be found in the Appendix 
forwnrded with this Report. -

We endeavoured to g ive every publicity to our investigntioDS, by writing to the otlictlrs of 
constabulary in each tOWD, informing them of the time fixed for holding the inquiry, nnd requesting 
~hem to_ acquaint nil persons offioially connected with the market, of OUI' intention, a~ well as nIl oLhel' 
pal'tieH whp were qUlllified to afford t:s in formation, or who felt interested in t he mntuw, 'Ve aleo 
Caused public notices to the same effect to be posted throughout each town, some days previ\lu~ tu our 
commencing the inyestigations, 

A great number of memOl":irus were forwarded to us during our t.eur, from corporn.tc bodies, town 
COmmi8!1ionerH, boni-ds of gua.rdin.ns, and private individuals, praying us to "isit nnu exumine into t he 
eta.te of their several markets; and we made our Ilrrnllgements 80 as to enttblc us in every iUlit;\l\CO 
to comply with these requisitions, and took care to communlcute beforehlmd specllllly with the 
memorialists, giving them due notice of the time appointed, so as to ellable them to attenu and 
produce the ovidence which tbey were nnxious to lay before Ulli. ' 

Our inquiries, which we held in open court, were, with one 01' two excepLiom;, VOlT nlllncl'ously 
and respecto.bly attended by the magistmtes, country gentlemen, merclll\llti~ allel ft\rmers of the 

" 56125, B u 



188 nOYAl. COMMI~8TON ON MARKE'!' m G HTS AND '.rOLL<: : 

pe",ed to consider th e subject OIlC of vast ill tereflt to n.1l classes, mel'cantile neighbourhood, who ap •• OJ • I . ~ . . h 
~md agricultural, and WC1'e mogi :mxi()us to afford II!' every nSslstnnce nuC lR ot'matlon In t eir 

po'Ovcr. I of 1,-oeee,l;oO' in eneh town was, first t o ill ~ pect the markets in perii.lon, nnd theu 
Ill' \1sun course L 0 . . f' . I 

. II iEee,'s eonnected with them and 'lftcrwards Vt\rlOuB partl(:i:l ref\ncullng sne 1 markets 
t o eX-allllue Ie 0 '., I ' fl ' I . I t " II h ~ "I of bt yiIlg or sell inO" and we a lllnot. experI ence any (1 U:t1 ty 111 0 1:llUlI1g ate 
lor tIe pn.t'proae t' I t he subi e~t· of out' inquiry with the e..'{ccption of the plLl·ticuhn'lil as to the 
ncc/W;[uy m O1'll1a IOU on J ' I I" I . I t I hI 
pat ents Or 1\uthorities un der which some of the mal·ket.~ were Ie uJ W HC I wc wcn: 1I0 n. wayt! u c to 

discover. f I I r . . . '11 ' In subwi ltinO' to your Excellen('.y 3. det.'liled stntemcll t .o tIC resl~ t.., , 0 our m~Ulry, It WI be 
. t tOn e them untler the dist inct heads pOlDted Oll t III J ,ora N'Ia.!:! K letter of the convemen 0 nrrn g 

97th September in the following order, namely : . 
- I TI -' t 'n'" . t·t. of the markets in Ireland. :loDd aU matters connectc(l thcrewith . 

. Ie eXls I ~ .. . I'a' f I I d II. 'rhe diversit.y of wciO'h ts :tnd measures. H.sed 10 ( lII erent p:1.rts 0 re an. . 
III. The possibility of ~ovcrnU1ent obtmmng accurntc returns of the quantity and priCG. f nll 

agricultural pr::>d~ce sold in ea?h ~mrket. 
IV. Tho eXlstmg state of fa.n·s In Ireland. 
V. Summary aud recommendations. 

I.- THE EXISTING STATE OF THE MARKETS IN IRELAND, AND ALL 
MATT.ERS CONNECTED THEREWITH. 

In deseribin O' the existing state of the markets in Irelanu, our R eport must ncccssn~'ily eI"?braee n 
great variety 01 subjects; and as we shall bave to allude to eaeh separatelYI we deem It l\dvlsable to 
rm-ange them in the fonow~~ order :- . 

l et. Patents or authorItIes under which markets n.re h eld. 
2nd. Proprietors. 
ard. Tolls, customs, and other oharges. 
4th. Market n.ccommodation. 
5th. Weighmnsters. 
6th. Crnnnge fees. 
7th. The system of weighing, and the deductions and chargeK made by tho l)urch aliOl·s. 
8th. The fr3.uds practised under various forms. 
9th. The butter trade in Irela.nd . 
lOtb. Tbe Dublin and other markets held under Mpecio.l Aets of Parliament. 
11tb. The hours for holding markets. 
12th. Tbe regulations affecting t he sale of bread. 

1. P AT ENTS OR AUTHORITIES UNDER wWell MAIU{l:TS AUE lIJ'H,U. 

The markets in Ireland nrc held under various authorities. 
T he "reater number, under L ettel'8 P ntent, to individuals. 
Othe~ by a specinl cla.use in fl. charter of incorporation to pnblic bodies. 
And some few by special A ct of Pl~rlialUent. 
luny appear to have been established without any r igbt or authority wlllltsoevcl', as no record of 

any grant or charter can be cliscO"\'ered. 
It appenrs t hat L etters Patent, granting the liberty of' holding fairs anu markets with the right 

of levying toll on the articles of traffi c sold therein, were firs t issued in the reign of King James 1.1 
and haye been granted since that time by ca.ch !!uecessive sovereign. They arc nearly all in t he 
&'\.me form, and grant to tbe patentee the right to bold certain fairs nn d mll.rkets on specified days in 
certain places. together with a court of " Pie Poudre," and to levy the II usual and Itccustomed toll," 
or H t he l'easona.ble tolls nDd customs established," or the u tolls, Customs, privileges, profits, cmolu· 
mente," &c., &c .• to slleh courts., fai l'S, and markets appertai~ing o~ belongiug j but, except in ~ vGtJ 
few instances, the amount of toll was not found to be speCIfied eIther by schedule or otherWIse 10 

the patenu. 
The vague, indistinct, and undefined wording of these grants has given rise to mnny of tbe abuses 

which it will be our duty to detail when we are alluding to t he subject of <c tolls nnd cLlstoms,," 
The patents reserve to the Crown n. yenrly rent of ;33. 4d. for each fair, !Lnd 6s. Sd. fOl" a weekly 

market (late Irish cnrrcucY)3 for the securing of whieh they are r.equired to be enrolled in the Record 
Brunch of tIle office of JJnymnstel' of Civil Ser"ie!'s, and for whieh a small fee is payable. 

The exaction of toll having occasioned numerolls disturbances in d iffe rent pmt!l of tlle countl'y, the 
Government. for the last 16 years have invnriably refused to grant a right to levy toll or custom 'in 
!Illy patent issued during that period; but the Crown still reserves the same c;.uit-rent us in the old 
patents. 

The following a.re the official steps which it is necessary t o adopt fo r the purp",se of obt!l.~ing 11-

gra.nt for the establishment of either a, fOOr or market!- ' 
. Application by m emorial ~U!t be made by the proprietor in fce of the ln~ds u pon which it is 

intended that the proposed [I\I1'S and markets ~bnll be held to t he L ord Lieu'tenant, stntinC>' the days 
, •• C , 
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upou which ~uch iilir:i or market:! are to be hold, amI pray ing the issue of a 'V'l'it of ' c ad quod 
damnum" to tlte sheriff of the county in which the huds are s itu!~tc . 

Tho memorial is refc fl'ell by the L Ol'd L ieutenant to tho Atto rney Octleml for report, wbet hel' hp. 
t;ees allY objection to the issllc or such writ; a.mlll pon his report, if favolll':lble, the L ord Licutenlln t'~ 
warrant issll es to the Lort! Chaneellur, \'cquirin:; his Lordship to issue :t writ of" ad quod damnum " 
to th ll sheriff, to inquire whether the holdi ng of' the proposed fo.il'$ and m:l.l'kets will be ~Uly hu rt. Ot 
prejudi • .!e to Her 1\i njc:sty, or :l.JLy 01' H cl' M:~jcst.y'a subj ects. who IIllly already hold ffti ri! l~nd mar kets 
ill the neighbollrliooll 

Upon the tiUtlin~ of the illquisitioll, fSu heltl hy thl~ t!bcriff, heing l'ctu l'uclI to tile Clerk of the 
H anaper, if it f1ppe:.w t herefrom that no injury wi ll accrue to anyone from :l gmnt tu ho1tl the Jll'O· 
pOBcll fairs or llIarl.cts, the L ord Licllten:mt ifil:!uC8 his Wlll'mnt to t he Attorney General, tu prcpare 
a fiat for n ,gran t of Lettcr:> l}at cnt to the melllori:lli;;t LO hold the fili I'S .md markets desired on t he 
d:~)'s n.ud at the plaee mentioned in h i ~ mClllo l' inl. T he tiat on being pl'eplll'ed is l'etll1'ne~1 t o the 
Chief Secret:lry'1'I Ofilcl', 1~I Ul , when ~ igllcd by the Lon l L ieutcllt.mt. :llltl p:\slSeu under t he Privy Scal, 
it i!l sent to the Clerk of the Hanaper for the Letters !"'l\tent to be prepared amI passed the Greut 
Seal. 'l'he Put.cnt is then cmolled and delivered to the pat ty, 

The fces pn.ylLull.l to t he several public depurtmcnts, on pllSsing L ettcrs l~tLtent fol' fair :! or markets, 
nre Il!! follow, viz,:-

Attorney General, for l'cI}ort. [This SUIll IS req uired to be deposited with 
memorial] 

Do. fo r fiat 
Chief Sccretary's office, fee Fund 
Clerk of the H anaper, proparing lJate nt 
L ord Chunuellor, £01' seal - -
Sccretllry. for sen.l 
Rolls Office, enrolling patent -
S tamp d uty -
Enrolling grant iu P aymaster of Civil Sel'vices' office 

£ s. d. 

15 15 0 
4 11 2 

12 2 7 
3 7 11 
o 9 3 
1 4 4 
2 9 ;j 

30 0 0 
1 10 9 

£ 71 10 3 

A ll the above items are now clwried to the crcdi t of the public wjth the exception of those payable 
to the Attorney General , and 11 fee of 1 2 ,~ , 5tl, to t he Chn.ucellol"s p ursebeal'crJ and 3s. Bd, to his 
trainbcll l'el', Oll t of t he 8l111l of ll. 4s. 4d, p aill over to the Sccretary. 

This modc of procceding ll11pClu's to us to be quit.e unsuited to the present time, and well deser ving 
of the f1ltflutio n of PUl'li:unen t. In the ~esgioll of 1852 ( 15 and 16 Viet" c, 83.), the L aw of Patents 
for Invent ioll:3 \V a,>; nl t l~ l'ed , lI.ml the cost of lJroceeuings with reslleet to t hem g L,et:\tly lessened; but 
tbe:3e patents 101' fa ir:! IL.m1 1lI:l,rkcts seem, hitherto, to h:~vc heen over looked, 

On geneml principles, the greatest fitcilitiel' fui' huying and liclliog should be g iven, but, under 
the pL'o:lent system, it is necessal'y to inCl1r he:~vy expelll.c8, not for nny real 01' subsi.antinl servi ces, 
bur, for the petition, the reference'3, the iliSue Ofl~ writ, U ad quo(1 damnum," thl) SLtppos.::d inquiry, aU 
,of which appear to be, in most Ca..56t1o, uJlneee~ill~ry ami expensive formalities, 

We nt~ far f'l'om t;ugg~Lillg t hat some protection agai llst an 1I11I111thorized assumption of r ight, or 
nn invasion of cxiloltillg I'ightl:l, may not be requ ired; but the pre~ent mode of proceeding nppears 
rather to defeat thi!:l obj ect. 

If a pntcntee be anxious to change the dtloy of hold ing hid mn.rket or fllll', or to estl\blish additional 
f!l.il'~ 0 1' ulllrkets in the B:L1lle plnce, he is ob liged to adopt the sume expensive course for ,the purpose 
of obtaining n. new patent ; t he consequence is, that :~ gl'el~t proportion of' the fa irs and markets fl,l'eJ 

at present, held without any authority, as the markets 1\1'0 helli on OthO l' tha.n the days mC lltioned i ll 

tbe original patent; and additional fuirs have been establilihed in numberless instance~ by genem l 
consent, w ithout any new patent having been sought for or obtained, 

Vve forw:~rd, in the Appendix attached to tbis Report (No, 3), a Return, the particulars of which 
we ol>tuined from the! Record O ffice of the l laymnster of Oivil SerVlc~ and the Officel'S of t he 
Constabulary, ~howi ng t he towns in wh ich fuirs and markets Me now held, and t he days on whieh 
each nre h eld l'cspcctively, and specify ing t hose that n.l'e held by grant from the Crown, of whieh any 
record enn be discovered in the pnblic offices, with the date of en.eh gra.nt, nnd the particula.rs as to 
the dap mentioned in en.cl;l pn.tent for h c.lding sueh market or fair. 

I t appears from tbis r eturn, that roo.rkets 0.1'0, at present, held in 349 tow ns and villages i n. 
I reland. ' 

I n 125 instanCe:! no patents enn be discovered authoriziug t be bolding of tbe mnrkets; and in 103 
towns, as t o which patents exist, the markets al'e held on differeut days f rOID those mentioned i n the 
gmn~ , 

Fairs ure held at 1,297 different towns and p laces in Irellllld, 
In 485 instanccs 'Do pntenta can be t raced, and in 324 t he fairs ure he1cl on other <lays than tIlO!:!!) 

granted by the patent. 
This natur;tliy lends to t he consideration of Bome importaut legal questioDs, npon whieh we ar e 

unable to offcr any opinion, viz, :.-- ' 
1st, W het hcl' it i .. necessary to obtuin a grunt frum the Crowil to esu\blil$h a fai r 01: mllrk ()t, mul 

whether m arkets ttnu fu.il's held without any such nuthority are illegal, even it 110 toU is lovicu '! 
2ndly. 'Whether fairs or ·Dlarkets held on other days thn.n thoae mentionod in t he L ettlus Po.t~nt 

are illegal ! 

Bb2 



190 UOYAL CQ)(lIHSSION ON MAlUm')' lU G-FITS AND TOLLS : 

These questions ure of considerable impo,rtance. as so gr~llt?' number of the f:tirs am} mnrkets ILt 
present held in ll'ellLud nrc brought under Clther one dcnOlllllllLtlOll or the athOl:. 

We nho forwunl in the Appendix (No. 4) a Jetter addre~ed .~ ~ on ,tho subj ect ~f Lelll~ l't!, P llteDt, 
Py ~r. H:ll'dil1n', of the Record Office of the Puymaster ot CiVIl jjcrvlCcs, tmd wl llch contmns SOme 
mtet'esting info~mati(ln on the subject of the forfeitures of these gl'n.nls to the Crown Itt differcut 

periods. .. . f . . 
The grants of' foirs and mlLrkcts to cOl'pomte 8uthol'ltl~S I,ll ,chnrters 0 lDCOl'pOr~tlotl are, genern1iy 

worded in lllllch the same way ItS the L et ters Patent to llld~Vldua.I~, and, r,~rcly defillu, specliimtl ly, the 
ch:l.rges !o be made. Some few very old chartera cOllt:l.ln g~·:l.nt8?t ,lllurrLgct l'avnge, pont1\ge, 
keyage," and other customs, :l.ud have schedules of the tolls to De ~cvled for these purpo3CS attached 
to the chal'tcr~ . But thcse installces n.Te very rare, o.nd the collect.lOn of. tol.ls un~el' all ch chartel',!j or 
gt'fl.uts hl1!1 been long abn.udoned in every town visited by us, and we I>ehe \'e In h ehmcl, wit_h the 
exception of Galway, " . 

The followmu' is 0. list of the markets held under specml Acts of .Pu.rlmmcnt, VIZ. :

Dubliu-lJ nder the 12 & 13 Vict. c. 97 ., calJ ed the" Dublin Improvement Act." 
& lfI\5t-8 & 9 Viet" 21st July 1845, & 10 Viet. sess. 1 .~47t " Bdf~t Improvement. Acts," 
Cork-(Corn HaYt Straw. and P ork M.nrket) nnder 3 Geo. IV. c. 19, 
Limerjck-U~der 15 Vict. sess. 1852, " Limerick Improvement and :Market Act." 
Galway-G & 7 Will, IV. sess. 1836, "~n.lway Improvemcnt Act." " 
L ondomlerry-l 1 & 12 Viet. c. 161. " Londoudcrry Il1Iprovemcnt A ct,' 14th AI1.~UI~t ] 848. 
..i\ . .t.hlono-15 Vict, sess. 1852, .. Athlone Mnrliets and Cus:tOUlS A ct." 

2 . PllUl'lUETOllS . 

In prosecuting.oui' inqUiries in the order wc had proposed to yo~r Excollellcr~ n d:scription of 
"the proprietors " who derivc under nny of the three above·mentlOned lLuthol'ltlCS, III the next 
portion of 1he subject which commands our attention. They mn.y be cln.ssed under the following 
beads, vit;, :-

1. Private individuals holding under Jetters patent, 
2. Corporate bodies holding unde' charterR, letters patent, or local Acta of Pal'iinment. 
3, Town commissioners, as the successors of corporations. 
4. Trustees under local Acts, 

IJl some tOWtlS wc fnund two 01' more individunl:il claiming to be proprietors of tIle fllil'.s and 
markets held OD different days under sepu.ratc patents (vide Skibbel'een evidence); and ill other 
towus wc found, in the -'in-me mrl.n nel', puhlic bodies and private indi:vidunl ll exercil:ling Ihc rights of 
ownership on different days lvide Trulee, Cion mel, Thomastown, Strabane, &c.), 

The proprietors Ot markets under letters patent nre genemlly the ownel's of t.he greater port jon 
of each taWil, find t.he 101'd:3 of the mnnor.. And it must he supposed that thoy were so in 0.11 cases 
when the patents 'vere originally gra.nted, 3.lj" the npplication to the L ord. Lieu tenant in the ~rst 
instance must bE mnde by the proprietor in fee of the lands upon whioh the l)Wposcd tiLir or 
llHl.l'kct is to be csto.b1i:3hed." There are, however, now several markets where tho proprietor bns 
little or n O in terest iu the town; .the property that was in the hands of the originu.1l,ntentce having 
been sold or ICMed away for ever, and little remaining but the patent for the mnl'ket. or fair, 
Somr. other pntentees have sold tlleir pntent rights to perilOns who have 110 interC!!t ill the town 
beyond the llrofit which they may derive from the tolls and customs (vide Gorl, Hoscren, &c. 
evidence). . 

V{it.h regnrd to corporate bodies and town coromi!:lsioners who have the control of the markets 
and I'n.irs, it: appeared to us that they generally exercise their authority more with a view of deriving 
n revenuc f(lr the purpose of reducing' local taxation, than wi th n vieW" of either improving the 
m:lrket or granting adequute accommodation to those whose property and indll~try contribute so 
largely to the tAX. 

'rhe anI),' markets under th,: ml\nag~me':lt of trust,ees are the Oork corn ~n~l'ket and tho Lime~iClk 
Ulorket. fhe latter olll .Y obtmned thell' B,llInst seSSiOll, and, con~eqt\ently, It IS Dot yet in operation. 
The tnlstees of the Cork corn market arc composed of members of the town council, merchants of 
the city of Co~k, and la~dholders p!;,ese? ted by th.e ~ru.nd jury, in 0.11 34 ill number, and lire supposed 
to represent fairly the dlffel'ent partlea lDtere.sted In the welfo.re of the market. This market aPl'cnrd 
to work well and to gi,'e general satisfaction. 

The L imcrick trustees:, uuder their new Act, nl'e a body constituted ~omelVhat liimilal'ly to tho Cork 
trustccs, but are not so numerous, being only 27 in number. 

3 . TOLLS, OUSTOMS, AND OTHER CIIARGES. 

• The exnction of" unreasonable tolls, llut ,~arrnnte<l by lnlV, charter, or llsuge," has been compln.i.lled 
of for n number of yenrs, !lnd repeatedly Ulade the subject of parliamentary inquil'Y, and yu t re'mnins 
to thtil day without adequate I'emedy. 

It may be usefu l here to take 0. ShOl't review of the inquiries which have been instituted on this 
8ubject by committces of the House of Commons within the last 30 yenrs, und to state the result of 
their several investigations. .. 

I n. 1826 IL select committee was appointed to consider the return of tolls. and oustom .. taken in seo.· 
ports, fall'S, und markets in I reland. They proceeded to cOllsider, lat. The laws which regulate 
tolt'i !l.nd customs, aod other duties on the sale ot commodities in markets, fa.ira, and seaports. in 
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Ireland. 2ndly. The tolls,customs, and other duties wh ich, by the p.'lpers referred to them, appeared 
to be :lctually cln.imed rl.nd received. :lrdly. The additional remerli es against ahuse ant! illega l exac
tion . which it might he expedient to prov ide. The committee, in concluding t heir Repor t, " agreed 
" in thinking tbe subject to he onerequ it'ing the mostserioll!l nnd tJIC em'liast attention; and clLl'llestly 
" hoped that the consolidated n.nd amended Billl'ccommended by thom would corl'cct existing abulles, 
" nnd prevent their future reenrrence." 

So the matter rested till 1830, when the subject again attrlleted the attention of PiI.rHalUent; and 
we find a select committee" un the state of the poor in hel:md," recommcnding, as one of thcir 
remedinl measures, " ; ~ corl'ection of the abuses incidentn.l to the t!ystcm of tolls and customs." The 
Committee, whl?n referring to this subjcct, ObSCI·VC, "During the presen t session II Bill has been 
" intl'oduce<1 for the corrceti(m of the evils ineidcntal to the system (If tolls and customs, :md at n 
Cf Intet· pcriod :\ !lelcot committec has been appointed for the purpose of in~titu ting :~ full find oom
er ple te inquiry into the ~ ntire subject. Under these circumstances, yOUl' committce with hold any 
« mOl"e speci fic and direct recommeudntions, in fu ll confidence lhnt e"il8 llnd abuses pra.ctised to the 
" extent t hllt is apparent on the ·faee of the parlinmcntary returns, will not be allowed to continue 
;; without ~ll early and nn effectual remedy." 

The Bill J·eferreu to in the Ilbove R eport nevcr became :aw, (md the select committee appointed in 
the mme year (1 830) Cf to inquiL'C into the tolls and CllBtoms at fnil's and markets in I relund, and to 
report their okervatiolls thereon to the House," were unable to llln.ke any R eport. <r They 
examined wiluesses at considerable lellgth, but, in conscquence of the lilte period of thc sesMion, 
£udillp: themselves una blo t.o concludc their inquiry, they Inid the evidence already taken Ixdore 
the H onse, (Inri carnestly 1·cclfmmmdcd tlic rellcwal of tlte iWJcstigati011 £n tllc CIIs1li1lfj .W!SsiO!l C)f 
Parlilt1/Umt." 

This recom mendation WI\8 not ca.rrieu out j and, in 1835, we find the commissioners appointed to 
repott on the st,nte of the municipt~l corpo..-at ions in Irelnnd-After desCI·ibing the objectionable nnture 
of the tolls und customs within the receipt and management of corporations, and the disgraceful 
scenes of turbulence and riot which not \Infrequent ly resulted therefl'Om-stating, U We cannot con
f< el ude Out' remat·ks on this brnnch of the inqnil'Y. without obsorving on thfl necessity that appears 
" to exist. as fur ll.S our obsel·vn.tions extended, of n thorough rcvilliou, by legislative authority, of the 
u ('ntire system." 

Notwithst.'ll,lllillg the unanimity of olJinioll which prevailed among the various committees who 
considered this subject, no pl':1.Ctieai men.sure has been, n.s yet, devised by P a rliament to correct 
tho Jllany gric"llnceli and. evils complruned of; and the law remnins, to thill dUo)' , in the same 
ambiguous alld ummtisfn.ctol'Y stnte n,s in. 1826, ",lIen the first. committee was appointed to report 
on tho su bjeet. 

Meauwhil(l, tollt! anu customs, excessive and unrensonnble in umount. were frequently exacted, 
alld their eoUeetion c:fIcct.cu in an arbitrary nnd oppressive manner. The law offered .no means of 
reJret'8 but hy proceedings which we re tedious, uncertain, and ao expensive fl.S to be quite beyond 
the rel ~ch of' the poorer classes. r.rhere appeared no prospect of legislative intederencc. All these 
circumatnuces, combined, g:\"Y~ rise, about twenty-five ago, to an organized system ofresisto.nce to the 
payment. of these charges, iu Ill:\ny pllrt! of the countl'y, which cventually rl:!sult.ed in toll bcin~ 
abolished, by mob forcc, in a great number of nmrket towns in t he provinces of Leinster. Ulster, nnd 
pal't of MUllste)·. . 

The tolls were nl!;Q, in mu.ny plaC?es, about the saUle time, the subject of expemuve and :mgry 
litigation, and m:tny proprieturs voluntnrily abandoned them, rather than expend money ill dofending· 
a descrjptinn of property so unpopular, nnd of snch uoubtfullegnlity; or-as in the case of t he Duke 
of Devonshire, in the market towns of Lismore, 'l'lI11ow, Dungarvau, :md BnuQon-.... d e!!isted f!'OlIl the 
collection of them, iu the expectation thllt Government wou ld introduce some mensure to se ttle, 
finally. this n11.1ch·dispu ted question. 

It is curious to t1'll,CC the progress and result of this ngitation. I t commenced in the counties 
Meath, KildarE', Dublin, King's nnd Queen's Counties, and soun spread to other parts of tho countt·y. 
It' a straight line he drawn down the centre of lreillud, from the city of Londonderry to the town 
ofYonghn.l, it will be found that. with :l few exceptions on the e.ost side of the line, toll has been 
entirely abolished j while, on the wen of the lime. with. also, a few exceptional cases, toll is still 
exact.ed. 

·Why a linE' of geographical demarcation should separate between submission and resistance, may, 
perhaps, be llCcounteu for by the former condition of the country; but the inquiry might appear 
somewhat specuhltive and fanciful, and we, t herefore, submit the fnet to t he consideration of your 
Excellency, .without noy commenta.ry of our own. . 

To exemplify this more fully. we forward, in the Appendix (No.5), ll. mnp of Ireland, sho .... ~ing the 
places visited by U8, and futinguishiog between those where toll is nbol1shed, or still levied, at eithOl' 
the fnirs or markets. Though we did not visit one-fourth of the ma.rket towns, still we have reason 
to believe that the towns which we inspected may genGrally be considered a.s frur .examples of those 
in tb oir immediate neighbourhood. 

It might, pe,baps, be imagined, that in those places where toll was suppressed, the wisest pIau W M 
adopted, in allowing· mn.tt ere to take their COUiU, nnd that, tbe tolls being wholly abolished, 1\ remedy 
was thereby provided, which legislative inwrference would scarcely have ventured so fully to cRect j 
but inquiry has led us to form directly an opposite opinion. The worst mal·kets we vj~ited. during 
?ur tour, were those where toll had been a.bolished by violence and opposition, and where t hore WIIS, 

1n consequence, no pl'opel' accommodation, and n.n absence of efficient ·Bupel'Vision :md c{\ntl'Ol. ~l'b tl1.:c 
t he grossest frn.uds were committed on the ignorant nnel poorer classes, exceediDlr twcnty-Joltl the 
ameunt of the toll previously 80 grievously complained of. It would have been °lil. t· I:ettcr, in (Jur 

Ilb3 
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(1)tnion, to have defined and upheld by lc;lTislfLtioll , rn.ir lUlU rCll:'lonablc Ch,flt'gCS, at the same time 
t~lcin"" cure th!\t out of them should be cl eG"I ~y(Jd the ncccs::lU'Y expenses of propel' nuU'kct accommo_ 
datio~, and of supporting an honest and ~fficieut :;tnff. . . . . 

The tolld amI. custom.,. now collected Hl Ireland 1l1:\y be dmucu IIIto three cla.sscs :-tOl.lol clrumed 
originally as " toll thorough," by corporate bodied, in cOllsidel'~ti.on of s~rvic.c~ pcrfim lled in the I',:pairs 
01 the walls, streets, and bridges of corpomte to\vf~ S; 00113 de.l'~Ylllg their orJg~1l frOll~ gmnts of, fmrs ,or 
markets ; and toll i:! nuthoril:lCd to be! ICl'il'll, accoalmg to spcclticll schedule,.;, III SPCCltl( Acts 01 Path[\.-

IUCllt., fur ::It\\tcd purpo.:;c:"" ' . 
a ']'011 LluJroll<rh " wa:i, of :dl SpCCIC~ of tull~, lhe mO:it obJectlonahle aml unpol,ular, The con-

8idemtions fur ~yhich iL Wll:'. gmntell were l'!ll'cly ,Pcrfol't llcti j amI the toll wa:; cullectl'tl lit the 
cnt rnnce of thCl towns. on CYCl'ylhiug plI,ssillg, whe lher 801d 01' not-a· practice clea rly in viola.tion 
n~ the provisiolls of t\;c 4tb A.nne, c,' 8. The oppo~i tion ~\'e, hnv~ I~ entioncd was :\t first prine,ipnUy 
dircclod agninst this ill'ccics 01 toll, ~nd tiuccccuctl 1ll nl>ohlliung It III all tlte cu rllol'll.te town:-l 1Il the 
ea.st of Irdantl. 

T he ouly two ills11111Ce~ of this kind of impollt, which we m'e aware uf~ being sti ll cxat'l(ld at tbe 
eutl'tlllce 01' t.he town", nrc iu Galway :\Dd Cork. . 

The tOllH ?f Galwl\y are now snnctioned by special Act of Pnl'li;tHl cnt, but they may 8t ill he con
sitlel'l!d ill the natlll'e of n" toll thorough," IlS the A d i::l li ttle 11I0l'e thllll a confirmation uf the right 
to levy" in-gate" nnd .; ,out-gate" to~, wh;.ch they previously c,laimetl Ly (:~l a\'~crs fL'om Ri~hal'd II. 
nntl Queen E lizabeth, With an exLCIlSlOU of the obJed~ to whICh the npphcntlon was restricted by 
these charters, 

The ehflt'tel' of Richa.nl II" grnlltoo ill the UHh year of his reign, to the pro,'ost nnll bnilifLl, and 
cUlUmuuitics of the tow II, and thei .: succes::!Ot'ti, that tbey might tukc, 101' nil salea.ble thiug!> coming to 
the tOWll, by laml or watcr, or passing from the same, certain cu;;;tOl1l!! or toll::l, cll umefllted in the 
charter' .r llIo ..... ided ruwilyti the il1come Ilrising therefrom should be fhithfuUy expendull 011 the Illurnge 

, I I '" " fllllliltwage of the l:laic1lown~ am not otlenVl':lc. 
Queen Eliz..'tbeth, in the 20th year of her reigu, grnntec.1 a ne w charter to th~ corpora.tioll of Galway, 

whieh, after reciting at length the former charters, confi rms to them the l'lgb~ to levy thc customs 
ther(Jin mentioned, which I\l'e the same IlS tho!!e g l'anted by R ichard II. : ,r prOVIded always, that the 
" moneys arising thereout ~hall be fai t.hfullyexpended in the wmnge and pUVU/;,1C of tllC town, nnd 
j. not elsew here 01' otherwise." 

The walls havc, long sinec. faUcn intu decay, and but a sll1ull por tion of the rcvcnue of' the tolls or 
Cll!!toms W:JS applied in the repairs of the street..t', by fill' the greater por tion bciug expended in the 
payment of cOl'porate ofiicers, QI' being retained by the muyor, for his OWll usc, withou t rcndering any 
account tbel'eof to the corporation.' 

'l 'bis gave rise to Iebml proceedings j and, in the yeal' 1818, a ll infol'mation was :filed by the 
Attorney-Genernl, at the relation of two freemen, oll belmlf of the inbnbituots of Galway, against 
the corpol'llt ion .~ 

Thf'; proceedings b sted fo1.' ll1n.ny yenrs, and the cause was beard, fOl' the last time, 011 t he 1st 
November , 1828, when, by the final dt!cree made by Sir Anthony H nrt, it wm~ dcclal'eu. that the 
tolls and duties werc vest<!d in the cOl'porl1liotl for the purpose of paving t11C ~treeta, lUlU supporting 
the wnlls of the town, according to the leml!! of the clUlrtel' of Riclll\rll I I . ; and that the Illlplira.
t ion thel'('of in payment of the officers of the corporation was II. mis,.'lopp1icl.ttiou :l.lI!.l :\ breach of trust. 
A l ecei\'el' was appointed, and the tolls were let for some yell.l'!! unuer the COUl't, The proceeds 
appear to have been more than were ncce:!:s:.u:y fo r the repair$ of th~ street!!; aDd in the sc~sion of 
1836 an Act of Parliament was obtained, the 6 and 7 Williltlll IV., (cnlled the Galwny Illlprowment 
Act,) which recited t11c charter of Queen E lizabeth, slightly altered th(l aclit'll ule::s of toll, vedted 
them in town comm~:l!ion ers, and directed the proceeds in future to be applied in pa.ving, lighting, 
cleansing, and wntchmg the to~n; and in the event of' any surplus, after paying these ehargc$, the 
residue to b,e expen~ed in watering the town, erecting fountains tbel'ein~ and in providing fire-engines j 
and, lastly, m erecting n market-house and shambles, and also pubhc cranes and weighing places 
within the city. 

I t is scarcely necessary to ob~erve, that after paying all the items mentioned, there hag never been 
any surplus to apply to mo.rket purpose:!:. The markets :::.od tail'S are held in the public streets. 
The lolls ure collected at the several ontrancc.:! t il the lown 011 all articles of agricultural , produce 
entering or leaving the town, whethel' sold 01' net. The town commissionel's were in the habit of 
l etting these toll s by public a.uction but at present they nre in theil' own hands. The lust time they 
were let they produce9- £1,700 per annum. ' , 

This t~ll is exceedingly unpopular. It is, in ~ct, 0. tax levied upon the a.gricultural pl'oduce of the 
surroundIng country, for the purpose of defraymg expenscs, which should, in ju ::stice, be bOrDe by 
10caJ taxation; IUld no part of it is applied in affording any accommodation or equivalent to those who 
contribute.alm08t exclusively to its production. 

In Cork the 53.Ille desoription of toll is exacted on all kind!' of groin lLnd produce entering the 
city ~r suburbs; but we find that toll on cattle, ~ not now charged, unlet:ls they are sl:J,ugbtered .or 
sold lD the town. Cattle exported or reLuromg unsold are allowed to pnas free. It is cn.Ued a 

-_· ~~gateoge ~oU," and .jS coll:ct~ at the entrance to the town. We believe the corporation claim their 
"'ght to thiS toll by prC!!Cl'lptlon, and cannot prodnce :my charter specially nrantint'J' i t as in the ease 
fG 1 

. be' 
o awa.y. ' . 

This ~oll was, till 'within the last twenty ·yea.rs, alwa.ys collected as n " toll thorough/' and . described 
a.a SUCh,lD the schedules; but the difficulty of' SUPI10l'ting the claim to the n toll thorough" led to 

i Bel! Report of ~missioner, on Municipal Corporation;.- Galway. 
• :Attf>Tnty-General \I;Corporation of" Gal"p,y.-l Beaut_ Reports, ,11118. 
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nil asscrt.i0n on t he p::wt of the corporation of the right to the cu t!tomtl, c1nimed by t hem nH ,( toll 
traverse/' on t he grollnd th at the Jll·opel'ry in the soil Ol· pillce wher e they demanded toll was originally 
theirs, and. that in ded icating it t(l the public as a hi~h wll.y. they resorved the righ t to roll for pagsing 
over it; the curporation succeeded in estn bli .:!hing theil' title on t his grounli, iu au action tried about 
twcntv \'el\l'S ago, lwd retll.in the enjoyment of t iLem to t he present day, A!I to the legality of t.hese 
charges; we s lll\ll not ventnre, 1101', indeed. lu e we qnn.lified to offe r ItRy opi nion, b:lt we nre illfonned 
that they nrc lil;:t>1y tn bccoll)~ again the subjcct of l ~gal proceedingi'. ns the Great Sou thern and 
'Westerlt R lliiwny. when their iill e shall be comple te, in tenu cont.esting wilh the corporation t he right 
t-O levy these charges. 

A considemhle por t io ll o f the r evelllle of tho eorporntion is derived from these toBs. The following 
is :~ statement of wh:~t thay l)l'Q{luced for the 1:\.:Ot t wo YCiU"tI, em1iug Aug ust, 1851 nud 1852 :-

Gnteage toll for year ending August 23. 185 1 :-

Gross entries 
l!-"'reedoms " 

ExpenseB of collection 
Renb 
Repn.irs 

Gross cas h 

Net produce 

£ 
1,012 

76 
10 

G atc.'\gc ton for y O:\1" elllling August 21.1 852;-

G ross entries 
FreedolUs ~ 

Expenses of collC'ction 
Rents 
l~pajrs 

Gross ('..Mit 

Net produce 

£ 
1,039 

76 
19 

,~. 

I 
6 
1 

... 
19 
16 
12 

d. 
I 

II 
4 

d. 

° 9 
7 

£ ,~. d. 
4,'110 Hi 3 

803 19 10 

3.\}0f) 15 5 

1.09f{ 9 3 

2.808 6 2 

£ .•. d. 
4,86~ 18 II 

842 17 5~ 

'1,021 1 6 

1,136 H 4 

2,R84]3 2 

If th e Gnlwn.y "toll thorough " h e o~i ectionn.lJle in i t.l'l n:~tul"(' . where Bomo public t'el'viee 18 
perfol'lneu in l.'ctm·lI, thi8 .. gnt cllgc toll "is in finitl'ly morc so. ~.ehc revenue I.kwived ft'om it is 
entirely appropriated to corpol'1lte P UTP080!l, nnd no v alno wlmtsoevor iF! given to the pnhlic in return, 
but the liberty of cnterin" or pn.ssing along tho st.reet.i'1or t.llt! city of Cor k, which arc l"e,"mired by 
llUblic presentment; besi~cs which, freemen nre exempt from the taxI whi ch contributo.-I IOtiU fmlhet" 
to its unpo}lull1rit)-". There arc III so vcry hel\vy c1uugc3 undcr the hend of In:~rket toll!'. i ll Cork, and 
both lIlurket toll alHl gntcnge toll nrc payal>le all 1I II11-O,,,t every flrtide of n.gri {~ultllrltt produce. Hut 
were it M Eound in pl·iU(lipic lUI it is ot lierwisol a serious ohjc( ltion to th is SpO('lell of t.o ll i~ t.o be :ii.mIlu 
in the expensc :ulIl wal! tciillne8S Illsep:l.tablc fr om its 1IlIl.n~omcnt .• as will be t<eCll by a. r CfCrl.JIl I.:O to 
the above nccount . T ho expenses of (loUcction, amounting to two-fifths of the nct amotlut of r CVCDUO 

obt:\lnoo, and l1 C1wly one-third more tlum the cor poration I'ceeivcp, is 10\'i&1 o:f'f tlle Jlublic. 
A s the!<ic a rc the only two jn~tltnr.cs of thi~ des('ription of chat'ge b eing I'ltill mad e at. th e entranCes 

of tOlVn~, we luwc though t i t r ight to enter a~ fully ililu the derni hl of ellch elU;C us the limits uf I~ 
genemll"C!port would permit, nll d we will HOW pwccml to de5t:ribe t.hc f.ollFl nnd e U!:ItOlnH which :\1"0 
levied under t ill:' authority tit pll(ent~ for holding fai rs Ot' Inm'kl'ts, uml which cOllle tl,llthlr t he 
denominll.tion of lluU'l<et tolls. 

By t he 57th George IIl., c. 108, a ll persons and corporAtions claiming n. right to ~~lly toll. daty, or 
custom. nt t\ny fn.i r, market, or port in Irelnnd, arc requit'cd t.o exhibit nt tho p loce wher~ such tolls 
nre demnnded, no l>sinted hOM'd, ha·ling thereon :l. schedule in large and legible c haracters, Bpecifyil1" 
distinctly the c-ustom, toll. or dut,v clnimcd on oMh u,ml every article !:Iold nt such fnil' or market, und 
the names of the person or personB colleoting the sa.me, IlDd of' the person or pe rSOO f:l, or {:orporatioll. 
claiming t.he right to the same, 80 thllt such boards may ho refurred to amI cxnmineu by all perBolls 
desirolls of 80 doing. . " 

The provisions of this Ad nre i n many places ,vholly d il:ll'egal'ded, nut! in ot.hel'S but " Cl'Y illlper
fectly obscl"ved. W o met uu t very few instance," in whieh t hey wera stl'ictly ",nd properly J"ulfiJ icl(l. 
In ~ome townl:l th oro is 110 toll-board, l~or has there evc r been 01l0/ ill othm·3 there nre ollly one or 
two, while the toll is eollcl'.tetl in l~ numher of tlifft'rent pln.ccs j and t hef;(J hou.rd!'l nrc f requently 1:10 

defaced 11./1 to be quite illegible.! Whon in CXil'ltellce they I'II.r ely con tain COl:f(x·,t infurtn tLtioll o f tho 
,actWLl arnoWlt to be p:\id, Uti the clmrgC/<l have ill Humoruu!:! iD !:Itt\DC~~ beon lowercd, ill ut.hcn! \'ailM!ti, 
and the eollectiou of' Jlumy i tems nbru.u lonec.l al togethc'r, and !:Itill no nltorn.t ion mndo iu tho schodule . 

.. _----------- - ---,~--- -,.~ .... ~---- , -,-----"--. 
I Vido Rnllinrobo Evidence. :: Vidc NCII'gh, Killll.nlBJ, Oort,.'l'rnl~, Il.IIt1.Skibberll&l'l~vidGn<.:l.l . 
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Tolls nre also rrequentlyexacted, of " 'hich no clltry :~ppeal'.s on the ~o:\rd ,1 n.ncl t.he schooulcs 
frequently conclude \'"i th general stattlments of 0. vague nnll uncertam Chlll'flcter, such as tIle 
foU owiDIT viz. ;_" Any article no t previously mentioned," or, "upon :\ cl1r.loncl, horse -load, or busket 
of any c~'mmodit.y ," or " any goods not particulnrly nam:cl." .By these s~veml m~a~s the intention ot 
the LeO'islnture which evidently was to protect the pubhc ngnmst extortIon, hy glVl1lg to buyers and 
sellers full noti~e of' the precise amon nt or all charges pl1.ynble" on each and every urticle," is almost 
totally defeated. 

But this enactment, even if strict.ly complied with, wou ld be but little Ill'otcction to the public, 0.8 

there is no lerral definition of' [L <I fail' and reasonable toll." I t is not a fixed chnrgo-it varies in 
e\'e1'Y town-~nd from the vague and undefin~d ma?De1' ~n which the gr:mts of ~lI s nrc conveyed in 
the letters patent, it would appear to be left to the lhscrehon of the patentec to mtcrpret thc words 
"fair amI reasonablc" as he might see good, and to charge what :\mount he pleased :tS toll . amI. insert 
such in his painteo schedule, the publication of which schedule ha~ thus an opcmt ioll directly the 
reverse of th:\t contemplated by tIle Act (57 Geo. nf., c. 108), :"IS the country people !~r(l :\ceustomed 
to cOllsider clw.rges lrLwful because >. ~hey Ill'C posted, in pur~.uancc of an A ct of P:u'liament, '~'hich is 
eonspicuoualy set forth on the top of the board, nnd the arllltrary schedule thUR gives au thority, and 
the :tpparent sanction of the .!aw, to the \'ery }nju~~i.~ it affects to suppres~. 

The market tolh iliffer from "tolls thorough, lU:lsmnch a.s thoy pl'ofcss to he only:~ charge on 
articles when so1<1oil :\. mnl.'ket day. They are mostly levi~d by n. sill all money c harge on every 
ba.rrel or hundred wei<Tht of grain, every fi rKin or crock of butter, every carcase of dead pork and on 
each horse [lnd head of cattle, sheep, pi"s, &6: But we found in one town we·visited ~ the toll on COl'O 
was an ad valorem chal'cre lleiD rr 21 per cent. on the vll.hie of the article sold : nnd in :\l1ot11er,3 
the toil on frieze was" th~e~ pen~e to the crown villue," or five per eenl. VIle alsu fo und that a t,lU 
in kind was claimed on several. toll boards, such as at "Gort," olH'-sixtieth pnlt of l111 corn t:!oh.l; nnd 
at Skibhcrcen, "onc-sixteent.ll part of all meal or potA.toes ~old;" but. although th e!:ic churges lire 
allowed to remain on the boards, the toll levied is generally II fixed charge in !lH,ney, which docs !lot 
vary with the price of the article. In several places custom is charged on fowl, eggs, bntter, milk, 
fish, apple:;, nod small quantities of provisions brought into market by count.ry wOlilen in ba~kets in 
t!leir hands, even though lmch articles be- not enumerated in the schedule,~ For instance, the 
stocking!! thnt girls I!I\rry to lllarket for sale nre su~ject to tollage,!; At GOl:t;' n poor woman clmying 
a bundle of straw on her back, which she sold for four pence, was charged one penny toll. 10 
Skibbereell, a womnn bl'inging in three fi sh to sell 011' n. Sunday morning, was 8toppcd, notl one of her 
n:3h seized i:>y the toll-coll ectol', bec:U1seshe wns umble to pay OllC penny, the tull c1cumlldcd, n.lthough 
!he value of the fish was only about· onc shilling,3 These exactions, often times wholly unauthori!led 
by Inw, on small of articles of fnod, are particubrly glllling, nnd a most unprofit.able wJ'cmg, as they 
rarely do more than cover the expense of collection. In Mnllow, the toll-collcetor' (:l11 old WOllHlll, 

who could neither read nor write) informed us that the lllrges& fUnount 8hc ever coll ucll!II iu 011C day 
on these small commodities, v.1l of which nre 801ft in the public street, was fivc I!hilliogil, and it 
frequently does not 'exceed one shilli ng anu eight pence,1l 

The enforcement of these rnnrl;:et tolls is not confined to the market day.;, hut they arc lcvied in 
mnny pl[lee~ 011 every dny in the week (which is mnnifestly illegal), and in some pJaces even 011 

Sunoay.; Toll, moreover, i:3 frequently chargc.>d two or three tilDe!> in Olle day On th'c Sll.11Ie nrticle
first on entel'ing the mllrket, when' sold in a l:u'gc quantity i and then, arrnin, on bcin,r ret:~i1ed, a 
fresh toll is charged, when t\ sale of the separate portions tal,es plnee.s A ~art-Io:td o f f~l"Iliture, fur 
exnrople, consisting of COmmon wooden chn.irs and stools, is charged sixpcllcu toll;1"c, and enell 
article afler being purchased i:; comllelled to pay an additional toll.5 The same OCCI~'S with fisll, 
apple~, lind n.ny other 11rt-ieles which nrc first sold in hul k, Hnrl t.hen 11ivi,lc(1. ' 

,\!any olber illega.l charges are imposed. Such extortions arc generally pmetil:lcd on t he pUOri!i!t 
and most ignorant clll8!!!es, who are peculia.rly unprotected, and quite unable to !>eek retl t'css by legal 
proceedings; besides, t hey are collected in a co~rse and offensive manner by t he toll-"u.thorers, who 
f.!·e often persons of the lowest clas~, and of bad chal'al.\ter; and who, perlmp:3, eXll.el~crated by the 
l'eluctan(!e with which their demands are paid, often enforce them with brutn.l violence.~ W omcn 
even are not f.'lfe from theil· outrages, but are ofOOu roughly handled, und their persons 8C1Ll'ched in !~u 
indecent manner for t he purpose 01 Ilt:!certaining whether they have any small articies, such as eggs 
or bUlter, concenled under their clothes. lO It is also a common practice to impound some article of 
dress belonging to the women in the morning, on their entering the town, as fl. pledgc to securc the 
payment of the toll when they have sold their goods.n 

Toll is n.lso fl'equenlly levied on articles expressly forbidden by Act of Puriin.ment, such as one 
pen~y pel' load on turf, at Tipperal'Y jl! and frequently the collectors appeal' LO disregard all Acts of 
Parhameut, ~nu. schedu~e:l .of tolls: ".nd (as ha~ been already observed) without confiniug themselves 
to the prescrIbed dayt', 1U51St on levYlDg flxorbltant toll on every dn.y in the week.ls An instnnce woe 
given in evidcnce lit Roscrea, of the collect,or demandin'" four-pence toll on 11 goat which was 
sold, and only produced two shillings and sixpence. Th~ pUl'chnser refused 10 pay, o~ the ground 
~nt there was no such charge on the sched ule. The collector seized the goat, and insisted on his 
nght to ·ex:\ct the charge of four-pence, as he asserted the goat came under the head of "horned 
'ell.tt le."I' 

1 Vide Gort lind Ncnagh Evidence. ! Vide CblU"l(lville Evidence 3 V ide Skillbl'rtl(!n Evidence • 
• Vide (}ott, Lougbrea, Mallow, Sldbbereen, Ncnngh, anti Charleville E,:idencc. ~ Vitle Gort Bvidenoo, 

G Vide Mallow Evidcnce, ' Vide Gor t and Skibberecn Evidence. K Vide Nennsh, Gort, nnd Charlcvillc Evidence, 
~ Vido Gort, Skibbercen, and Thomastown Evidence. IQ Vide Neuagh Gort Loughrca nml Skibberecu Evidence, 

"V'dLoh E'd " , 11' 1 e OR r~ VI cnce., n Vide Tipperary Evidence. 
Vide NCIU\gb and Sklbbereeo 'EvIdence. , \4 Seo R oscr<!1I. ~'idcnce, 
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l'nl'ticul :u'<! such n.s these mny nppefl.r to be mOl'c ludicrolls thJln g'l' icvoll s, but W~ wel'O forcibly 
impressed with the cno \' iction that th is petty system of uncertnill ta,xntion, levied nlmost at the wi U 
of vulgar, Ull9~ruJlulous peasnnt.!l, is an in~uppol'table vexntion~ nnd VCl'y prcj udicial to the weHare 
and to the dOlUcstic industry of the poorer classes, 

It is unneec::!s:try f or us hem to enumerate i nstnllc()~ of the abuscs Oil whiuh we found tI d !:! op in ion, 
I t will be !=mfficient fo r u s 10 !'Itll te thnt they exist, mOI'e or Jess, in n1l nost e"Cl'y town w1lcre roll i3 
collected, as will be !!een by n peril sal of the evidence; and we think the origin :\ntl continuance or 
these abuses may, in a grCI\t mcasure, be attributed to the undefilltxl word ing of the patent::" which 
leavcs the p:\ten~ee to plnee his own construction IIpon the men.n ing of' the g mnt, whilst hc is IUlle llnblc 
to no prncticnl control. 

T he necessity ror legi~ l l\ li vo interference on this ]lluLicnlnr par t.o f t he subject has been l ong felt, 
and W:I$ made the ma lter of' plu'l ialllcntnl'Y inqui1'Y iu the hish H ouse of Commons fi~ early a~ the 
),eIU' 1635.1 During sllbseqlle nt SCS~iOll :-t various inquiries wcro inst ituted, alltl !HUlun .H'Y pl'oe.eeJiuga: 
tnken aIYain st ind ividuals clailUing toll s eOllsidcred to be oPlU'essivc and iUtlg:l.P 

In tl~ yeSll' 1640, a Bill WIlS Cll.ni ed thl'ou <rh the H onsc of C ommons Of fo r est.ablishinrr and r cdu ciu(>' 
" <:I tl 0 

,e to certain ty, customs, fect', and tolls in fairs Imd 1lIf1 l'ket.!'."3 But. tbi" Bill never became law-for 
wh n.t reason we al'e Il nn.bln t.o !Oa.y. 

In the yent's 1697, l u08, t~nd liOil these inquiries wcre renewed in P :ll'linment; ami on t wo 
oconsions Bills were ordered to be brought in, th e leading membe rs of the Gover nment , t.he C h anc,p.lIor 
of the Excheq uer, nnel t he Solicitor-Geneml, appearing to hav~ been engaged in the furthe ran ce n1' 
thesc mCft."$ul'ca,'1 

Ag:lin, in tile year 17(14,:\ commit tee of t Ile I riah Honse of Commons IYOS nppointt'd "to consider 
" what tolls nnd customs wcre taken, !ulIl what enti tled t o tn.h;" but whe ther that eommittec ever 
reported ot' not, lIoes not nppelLl' from the j ournab of t1~e HOll~e .n 

\Ve I\lso find the selec t committee on the atale of the poor in I rcian'], in 1830, nlhilling to this 
subject. in t iJeir report, The committee conclude t heir observations on tolls aOlI cllstom~, hy 
ubscrving :-" The committee feel it th eir duty to call the attention of the H Oll se to the vaguo and 
f~ ullsati8/actol'Y mann !;!r in which pntent:l tot' flLir:l and w n..rketa nrc now worded,::o u ndefined :ll:! to 
to lend, in many C!l.:;e:;, to 1111 t he ;Louses complained o[ A grnnt of n n cw fuir or lUarket, with :~ 
" rign t of ts ~king the < l'PlH!Ollnble tolls tlml customs estn.uJished,' seems iu it~clt' a. colltradic tioll in 
It terms; nnd it may be doubleli whether from itt! inc..liatinctnel!'s it call be held to create o t' eonvC'y 
" :my legal right. If it 8hould be considered expcdielLt, on tho gl"Ountls of public policy, t b t tho 
" Crown should be l\dviscd to makc fu rth el' grant,.; of tolls and cllstoms-l·espccting which raUl' 
It committee (~ n tcrtai n the most Hel·iolls doubts-it lIudoubtcdly if! nccosMry t liat tho ll\w Offi Cel'!'! 
cr ghould frame the paten III in ,",uelt a modc :1.3 may protect the public fro lll the a i.mscs incident to :\11 

CI improper extellsion of t.he franchise beyond its legal import, by setting' forth in dis ti nct terms the 
It tolls l~uthol'izeu to be taken," 
, T his l'eCOIDUlellU!ttion has bccn so liu· carried out, t hat the Govern ment havc not Il1IU.1C n.ny gl"nnt.'1 
of tolls and cus toms in (latents i~8ned since 183(;, but no remedy h:-LS been a.s yet provided for tho 
i1Il.'gal nnd Illll'cn.som\olc charges wade in consequencc of the vague wording of lllLtcuts granted p rior 
to tht~t uute. 

A mCtlsur(l simibl' to tbn onc introduced in 1640, for establishing to a CC'rtait(r.,1j thc nmount of t olls 
which should bo levied, is ns esse n t inily rcquisito at the pl'csent timo ns it was upw nrJ.a of t wo 
hundred years ngo, and nothing short of this will. in our Ol)i nion, redress t he mlLoy n.ut.! grievous evil!:t 
eompltlinetl of: 

In tho grel~tcr number of the lll!\l'kets which we visit<>d when tolls nre still enforced, we fOllnd 
thnt the proprietors. whe t her privnte individu:~l s 01' public booies, hl\d (·ithcr le:tseu nway their rights 
for a long pel'iud, OL' let them by th e yenl' to purtio~ whose sole Objl'ct n.pposLl"ed to bo to d e d,'c the 
In.l'gest possible nmOlmt of l:evenue in return fOl' the l eMt possible accommodation, It wus in these 
places in whieh the proprietor had, ns it were, deputed h is responsibility to others, thn.t t ile most. 
excessive nnd illegal t:hnrgcs wcre generally made. 

rrhe system of leasing the tolls appenrs to us to be open t o very serious objections, It n.lm ost 
invariably opel'ates injuriously to the mnrket, n.nd frequen tly l'e,mlts iu annoyallce to the proprietor. 
The uncertainty n.9 to the legal rights of the pntentee renders it nlmost imJilo~sible for him to demi~o 
them to another person, except in so vague a wunller as t o enable a fraudulent tenant to tnke 
advantage of that circumstance to pn\ctisc every kind of extortion j and in the event of the lease 
terminating. 01' t.he r ent b eing unpaid, or if, from any other l'eason, th e proprietor be n.nxious to 
regain possession. it is, from the peculiar nature of this sort of property, exceedingly difficult fol' him 
to do so, This not unfreqllcntly gives rise to lego.l proceedings, which occupy considerable t ime; 
and tbe public, meanwhile, M·e t he suff erers, by prolonged unce rtn,inty, I\ud, i t mu.y be, by (Iggravated 
injustice.o 

Agnin. as long us thc tolls, eustolnis. and other charges are let, i t is needless to look to t he lesseo 
for any judiciouti or proper npplication of t he proceed!!, or Ilny improvement in the market n.ooommv ~ 
da.tion. When they are let for only , It. short period, a remedy may possibly b e looked for whCtl the 
proprietor shall have resumed pos!Sest'ion j but when they have been lensed ;\wny for Imy eonsiuenlJlc 
length of time, as· at Monagho.n, Porta.clown, or Armagh, fo r the lives of the patcl1tccs; or, a8 at 
Cootehill and Onmgb, for n great number of years j or where, o.s a t Skibbereen. they are lenaetl :Lntl 
sublet over and over ngnill, and there are a gren.t numb er of different porsons each cluiming or 

I Vide 1 00m, JOUt. 1104, 
I Vide 8 1 Mnrch, 164.0,-1 Com, J our, 
• Vide 7 Corn, Jour, 284. 

a 51112!'i, 

' 3Otb. Mnrch, 1040,-1 (;U\1I , ,Tou r. h.t A[lI'il, lli-lO,-ih, 
~ 2 Com. J our., pp. 215, 2G4, 2tl J, 284, 2!H, 3~1!. . 
I lice Nvidcllec t.llkcn nt !:i.kibbcrecn, U ll [\lnll.lIIUlfII, 11.11.1 U Ollercn , 
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J~ivil1g small inte rests out of them-the 5cUIelueilt of . the questiun becomes a very complicated 
ur _d difficu lt ll1:\tler, :md the prospect of nlly illll'rO~'CHlellt l~.l t.he 8y~tCIll. becomes very remote llldeed. 

I t will be seen by n. reference to the AIlPcndu: (No, U), that, tn fo.rt,y -~hree mnrkets out o~ the 
ninety-lour which wc visited, toll~ nrc atillleviec1 , nnd that, III twentY- lllllC mstn ll~cs t.hey :Lrc,Clthcr 
lcased or other wise let, nnd in fourteen case:; only th ey nrc collected by the l?rlIIH' IClu r. Jt wlli also 
:1ppeRr, f rum the ~:~mc rcturn, that, in thirty-six of , the marktJ~ exempt. tro m lOll s" eranagc: fees 
nre chaNC<.I-seven teen of which li re Icnsed and let {or long and shor!, pe rlU~ls, ami 1lI1ldeCil In thc 
hnnds of t.he proprietor j ami in fiftee n Illarkets tllere WitS no clml'gt~ cltllel' tor toll. (~I' cl':ma.ge, nnd 
consequently no market :lccommodntion, puLlic bl':tIllS or scale", or :toy propel' ~Upl~ l' VI:;101l Ot' control. 

4 , l\'f,UIKET ACCOi'I-IMODATI ON. 

The patents for i:lil's 01' markets do not dc~ne or allude. il,l any w:~y to the lLCColluuouatiOlI, if any, 
which it W:IS intclllled the p :ltcntM shou ld nfl-ord tll C pubhe In return rOi' the t.oll .. :~IIC~ customs j nOlI, 
in con;;equence, we find a~ little uniformity in this pnrticulnl' as in the ~chccln les ~t eh nr~c!l: Homo 
proprietors conver t. t he tolls into a rource of, revenue, levy Ihem on : ~~ I :t\'tlclc~ of :Ig'flCIlI~IIr:d produce 
and cn.ttle Fiold 011 the public l'onJs, anrl glvc no value wilntsoe\'er IU l'et.~u·I),1 OI.l ICI:S nllo:ll but very 
iml iHeren t and inrule(!uate acconunodn.tion, whi le, wc I·egret to ~ay, the lIl~tallc : et\ 10 will ch the tol1!1 
11:1.\'(; heon exclusively n.ppropl'iate<1 to market purposes :l.l:e vcry, mre indced, ' __ . 

In eomr: mll l'l~ct~, where the tolh~ arc vested 111 pnhI le iJOdlC;;, !"1Ieh as tow n ~omm l~~ lonerd , thr. 
count r), people receive but li t.tle "lIlue in retlll'll for ~he hc~vy chargelS t he.y mc oblIged to ]llLy, The 
tolls arc expended tor other t han market purposes, Clther JO the general 1I11PI·UYCIII Cl1~ of the towll, 

the payment of corporate officers, lighting, c1eansi11g or wn.tchi ng, 1\)1(1, in sOl ne places, !1I cven a 1II0rc 

objectiouable mannoI'. At 'l'unm, for, eX1Lmple, t]~e tolls appeal'ed to us ttl l~e v(' ry cxc~ssive. There 
was scarcely nny m:u'k ct aecommO(l:\tloll: all af:l' li:ultural pl'Otluce was SOlrllll thc pu ~~hc al,rectsj and 
tile toll!" which wc\'e leased bv the town commiSSIoners to u collector for nearly £ .J50 pel' allnum, 
were disposed of in paving t h e town, defraying. the. expenses of the toW~ 1 cOT~mi!'lsioncl":3, pn~ing ~n 
annual subscription to the races, and i ~l COl\tl'l~)UtLllg towards th? Cl'cetlOn ot til(: Rom:lIl <;!atho!tc 
cathedral. The onl y p:Lyment from wIllch the hwmers, who contn butc solely to tIns tax, uenved the 
sli .... htest benefit being 1\ root of thirty pounch per nnnum for :~ filil'-greclI , which was outained only 
lnt~ly, antI with vcry con"itlerable dilliculty. 

At Tmlcc, tho town commieeioncl's ICflMe the tolls of th e rail'S nncl m:u'kct~1 l}t) l o n~i ng to them, 
whereby they del'j\'e :L sllmll r evenue, but rrff'orcl no accommod:l.tion in return. I n StraLmll~ «(~Ol\l1ty 
Tyrone), 1he town cOl1lmis~ione l'iI g-ivc fail' accommod:l.tion 10 t lte fnrmel's; bllt t he l'eVp.lIl1C they 
d erin~ frolll the In:nketl! is so conriiclornLle that they nrc able, :IftCl' p:n·ing all mal'lwt charges and 
cxpel1&li', to ligh t, wntc h, pave, and cleanse the town, lUltl p:~y all othel' cx~pell ile:i cUll tJccl~cll with their 
office, witilOut requirin g auy luc.Li t:u:, 

'Yhell CHce the tolls :uc appropria ted {o!' other than ma rket purpo~ct:!. it j,; ped'ccd y imlllateriu.l to 
those who contl'ilmte to the tnx whether it be converted into a source of reven ue 10 a PI':V:tW inui~ 
"idu!l.l, or dispot:;ed of by pnblic bodies for t,be benefit of'the townspeople, Both flppCIIl' to bc equally 
unjust in principle, and a misal}plication of tho g l-nnt. 

, Yo cannot conceive that it was ever inlended, when conferring pn.tenl..:, thnt the tolls should do 
!Dore than inJemnify the proprie tor 01' patentee from 10s.8 i n prov iding- accommodation, And this 
appenrs the more probable. 1I...<\ the right of the Crown to grant to one su bj ect. 01' to the corporation of 
n tOWIl , lile power of tf.xiug the communi ty fur the pUl'pO~c of l'ovenuc, anu not fur scnicc::l rOIl(leroo, 
may reatiOlln bly be questioned. vYe wuuld, thel'efore, stroll,,1y recoLllUlend that :my lcorislation tin 
th e subject should at. ouce ueprive these plt,tents of thei r pl'c~ellt ehal'nctel' of POl'HOlllIl ~r COI'pnrotc 
monopulieH, by defining strictly t he naturc IInu amount of t he char' rea to he jmposed. ~ccul'illg the 
applicntion of the fU ll(ls to mlwi<et pmpo!les; 1101' necd we appl"eh c~d that thcre wi ll be allY I:!uper-
fiuit)' of" revenue which mnst neoo!! he npplied, as at present, to extraneous pur poses; when we 
consider the prescnt state of most of Olll' I rish market:!, tho filth, tho confusion, nu.y, the actual 
danger. women aud children throwu down, the pa.sscoO'ers obstructed by horses and COWH, sbeep lind 
pigs, nn indiscriminately mixed np together, 01' by °the smll of nn npple-woman, 01' t he covered 
slnnding of Some ,little vendcr of calico nod l'ibbn.nc..1s, whu has. erected his temporltry 8h elt~r in the 
th~ro~gbfnrc,. wlnIst, nt e,'~l'y ~lItl et, toll-coUe~to~, armed, '~l:h ,bludg~ons, ,nro elamounng Pond 
enlorclng their obnOXIOUs ehuUls, compare nll thH5 With the clvlitsatloll ot cont-mental markets: the 
secure pen!! for cattle. the secluded abattoirs for slnugh tednO', the comfo l·tnble boothl:l fnr merchan· 
dise, the m:l.l·ket-p l ne~s for ng l'iculturnl produce) and for fr '3h, meat. fruit, veO"etnb les, &c., and the 
respectable demeanour of market officers in unitorm j nnd it is clear thnt no l:!~perfit1ity of funds in 
I reland will ever do more t han appl'oximllte to euch a state of things. If should also be retnembered 
tbat the towns would l)rofit by every step of this ooward progress, as well as their r urnl neighb~~rs 
and customeri:'. ' . . . 

A Eomewhat striking instance of the inherent evil of the present system, and how lit tle remedial 
measures of the Legislature can effect, so long as the foundntion on which · they are bnsed is still 
undisturbed , mny be seen in the case of A tbIone. By the If Athlone Mnrke~ and Cnstoms Act," 
pn.ss:fllast session~ sec, 18, the town commissioners have power to btrild mnrket":places, &e" but it is 
pwnded) that u ntil, 6uch ne~v ~arket-places, or places for fair!, shall be ol)ened fot' public nse, it. sba.ll 
b~ l~ wIlli fo~ t~e sa~d comml~~1I011erS to· d emn.nd and levy in respect of the present· fnirs and mal'ket:s' 
"\vltbl~. the lUnlts l~d dO,wn 1.U t he Act. the toll a, dnties, nnd customs they are auth orised to levy, n~t 
exceedl~g the rates speedied ID the schedule attached to the·Act, . . . 

1 Vide Gort, S kibbefeetl, nnd Trolee Ji,'vitlctlce, 
~ Vide Evidence tnkeu in Loughru. NCII"Sh, Ro!C.rea, Kilrush, Dallinrobe, Cllltlebllr, PlUllonato"Wn, Thurlel and &Jlio3, 
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We do not find t11:lt the town eommissionel's have ever tfl.kcn :lily steps to provid e prnpH h.:wket 
nCCOllnnodntion- 'rhe filirs :"IUU m:u-ke ls :\1-0 heM in thn strcets, which arc exceedingly narl'OW, and 
the thOt'oufrhf:tre is thereby olltil'ciy blocked up Oil llIarlwt and rail' (hys, The accommorl ntioll ror 
wci .... hi nf' gmi u is quite in>!u tfi cictlt; and, ill consequence, the gre:lter portion hi wei(,hed at the 
1D r. 1~ I JtIl ~ts' tltol·es. T he tolls :UlU CH!o;tOlll fS speci fied ill the sched ul e ntla.chetl to the Act h~~ve heen let 
to n toll-f:trmel', by the six months, few our. hun d red poum}:;; :t1H1, thoug h the to ll 011 c ()rn is expl'essly 
descri bed ill Schedul e 0 as It t.oll to be taken fot· weig hing, the toll-collecto l' has 'llade 1m agrcelllellt 
with the merchnnts, :lIl owing t hem to wcigh t he corn in their own ::tures, lLml to pay him t he t,oU, 
which they stop [rom tile fnrlllel·. 

T he ehargc for weighing i8 thus eouvct'teJ intu a market toll, lor wh ich 11. ) \'ld ue whntcyor is given 
in return. V cry m:my cum plaints were made I., us uf t he fmwlulcnt sy!'telll tlf w eighin,r;- ill tbe 
Ulerch:mts' stl) l-C~; ami t.he intention of the Act., which cvidc utly WIIS, t o in:;urc to the timner that hi8 
produce should he J::lidy weig hc(1 in l'I' tUI'I1 for t his charge, is entil'l;~ly defeated. 

A s to L imerick, however, untler t.he A ct pa~sctl la ~t sl'~sion, c ltlled the" Li lll eril~k ImprovcllumL 
nnd Market Act," a different cuurse is ndo ptcll. T he t rustces of t.he lLI;\r!;:et nre I'c~tl'tl.i !Jed fl'u lU 
lovy ing any eh:l l'gt\ tmlil the lHlLI'kets to be Jl l'uvi, leu Hhall Le open lor public usC', 

The fo rerroi ng remar ks refer Illmost excl usively \0 lll:tl'kcta wlwrc toll i ~ levied . T ho genel'al 
marke t acco~mod:LtiOIl ill the 94 towns we in::;pec lnd limy be desc ribed :l. ~ follows :-

I n 25 mar kets, th e accommodntion 11rovided w;-, ,, t,4il', though, in mllllY, it wou ld of eoul'se have 
been mueh better if t.he tolls hnd n ot been applied to other than market purposeI:' . 

In 51 markets, the aceomnlQ(Intion provided W:\9 bud, in n g r eat u tlmber conl'isting only o[ an o ld 
be:ull :l.nd scales cn~ctcd in t.he Jlublie streets, 

In l ~, t.here W:lS no Ill:~l'ket l ~ecommodation wh,ltcvcr p l'Ovided hy the proprietor, no marke t-holloe 
or placc, ur puulic hramti aud ticalcs, evel'ything being 1:101(1 in thu 8trcctl'i, Ullct wcig-hetl Itt the merchants' 
stores or cloew here, 

A nd :l.pply ing thi15 clftssifiention to t he tuwns wherc tull il:! eithe r levied 01' not (:1:; del'll'ribctl ill 
return No.6 in A ppendi x), we sllflll fiu d it staml in the fo llowing manner;.-

ACCOlll lflOli4t1OI!. 

---
Good. I Bnd, I Nouc, 

I n 43 towns whcro tol\ is Inv iecl - - - - - 14 2G 3 

In 36 tow liS wlll'm e:ranage foes only ILt·C lcvied - - - II 25 -
In ]5 tow ns whcl'o ucithul' tolluor el'llullge Iccs !\I'O lov ied - - - loS 

- ------ --- - -----
D4 2<3 5 1 18 
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- -------------.----.-------
The absence of all accommodll tlOn In some markets, and the IDSUffielCllt accommoolLhon III others, 

must be nttrihutl:'d, as we Imve al ready at.atA.·d, to t,he insecllrit.y and ull certainty of a proprietor '" 
rights untl c)' letters pllteut., nml t.he delt'dive .;tate (If the law on tile subj ect, 

'Ne luct rua-ny OW 1ICI'8 of lIlal'ket~ who cxpre~8ed their llOlxicty and l'eHd ine86 to expend :~ lIy amouut 
tbat Illi~h t he nCl;ctisary in pl'ocul'ing propel' Imd fi uihlhlc nccommollation fU I' the 11Hblic, proviued 
their r ights wOl'e clea rly ddi llf~J , anti Home simple III O<1(! of l'(!th·css afford ed ngninst t hose wlLo iu fril1,rcd 
upon the m ; b ut wh o l:;tl ~t.cd tha t it was Loth need le&; a llti 1I Ilre:~8011ablc to t'xpeet t ha t, cil'ct~llt
staneecl as th ey arc f\t prese nt., they ~h (iulJ illeur allY cxpcw:le fo\' tlmt pw'posc, as tliejl' markets llltl.y. 
a.t any momen t., be clcsertc il from llolitie,\I , fraudulent., Ot' 11e l' ~ol1H l notives, :md t.licir rights other
wise invaded 0\' interft'l'cd with, leaving tllC:lll without means of procuring r edl'l.!l:Is,I;:\\'o by lC!!:ll 
pror.cedings, which , u ndel' tho present state of t he hw, must be expclH;ive :md llllecl-tniu,1 -

TI1U!! it will be seen, th at to the "lime cause 1I11Ly be tmeerl the Gxistence of two defects (1{ :t 

dissimilar na.ture, viz., " excessive toll" :111(1 rI insnHieient accommodat.iun." The pre~ent llefeclive 
!!tnte of the law, Ilnd thc undefined wOl'di ng or the grnnts, n-ffon1ing It.S l1l:ln)' obstacles to t.he puuitlh
ment of him who i Dlpo~es n.ud extOI'I!! n.n cxcc!hivc a mi iIIeglll toll, as thoy in tc l'po!le di AieulLies ill th e 
WHy of propl'ietors uphol d ing t heir I'lt i1' and r cason n.hl e right-s. 

5 , WEtGllMASTERS, 6. CltANAG~ Fr-ms. 

. -
.. , I \' Ide }<;vitlC ~lc\,I at l la llynJlnLuTl" 
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HOY,u, CO,'H~fl S;:: lON 0 ... 1oI '\I ~l\ET IHGll 'I'f; ANn Tuf,L:-: : 

t :lke rllHl rcceive fo!" c \'ery d raught wcigl~ing unll er a ilUlllil'etl weight, a, hal f-penny , :tml for every 
(a'Hwht \\' ei {th inr~ on e h Ullcl nld p(lIl1lllil and ll j1w:1nls, one pCll ny. . .. '. _ 

"1'1'"' ·}- tL"l' 0 II c I ' s .-, re(l ll irc~ t he chief mll!.6st.ra te fM the ti me bl!lH~, m I~C rl l\.1 1I CitIes or 
1ft _ 0 :1 CO. ., . .~ , ''-', " I 'I 

'fi I \ . 11 other l1uuket t owns in t bi~ kl1ll'l'dol1l. to Pl'lI"l ( COile 01' more )113t nne true 
towu:, ~pl:!Cl el, nne l1\ :1.' . :1 • I 1 fi f 1 I 
b:Linllce or iron beam with sCfLlcoS , :\ 'H.I :\ competen t :;et of. WClt;: lts, un( cr t.y POlll \( 8 P CI1 :l t.y e\'e~y 

, _' Sec -, I' ,'o"',,le · , hltt 1'0]' \\'eirrh io'" corn or tIUllI'I'i-\ ;l.t sllch lical'."s, no m')rc ~hall be p:l.ld 
:\;;..sl7.C~ • , ~" 0 '" . .,. I I 1 I f' 
thall on~ h:,lf-pcnny fot' cn.:ry d rn.ught wcigh lllg undet· 011\,) HIIlI l'el , :UlI ')Il l! 1}t!nIlY or every 
(httlO'h t wci" hin cr onc J.u n.! red 01' upwind.!! . . And iIC C. l~ l:.1Laci.s, tlmt a.ll lJo!.atoc,.; ,;~,aH he. :-!ulJ by 
w·ci",ht nnd ;ot by measure 01' ot het'wif'l., and that ~ lIch wetght shall Lc by t hc avolL'(lupOl~ pound, 
fourteen no unds wllcreof ~ha\l mnke n. !-I t.OIlO, and e ight SL ?nO on~ . h uudrc:I,. :1 1111 that. thcy shall bc 
wei"llefl ~vith ollt fcc 01' re\\·nnl at the bcn.ms and scnles of th c sl ~,d l'eil pcc!tvC pkl.cu,;, to h~ ercct.ed 

n.ul\.cpt PUI'illHtUt to this ,.\ ct . . 
'Yc find t hllt tho pcrsuns ac ting: as wcighm:lsters II]'C gene rally appol ntell by the flw ner:o\ of the 

tolls <Llld cn:'lto ill.:;, but Ihey a l'e " cry l"ll'cly lIppolnted by deed, 0\' SWUI " III .Iet!ul'll.l llce with the 

pl'ovi:;; ions of the 4th Anil e, c. 14. . . ' .:. '. . 
'Where t he t olls nre lCllseu Ol' demised. the cnll~age fee~ ale nl ] ~lOs t lll V.ULtLbly mclwled III the 

let.ting, and the lessee to]' t he t ime be-jug ncts :t:! welghm:tstel', collecttng the cran nge : ~s Plut of tl ~e 
toll fol and customs; where tolh ho.vc been nbandoned, and cran.\~e fees only nre ehal·gcll ,. t hey arc, IU 
somc cases demi~ed, to the weig hmaster Il t:t yenrly r:nt.. In other m~rket ~ thc )lrl) pl'~ c t"' I1"~ colle~t 
t hcm nnd ",ive the weif!hm:ls tc l' fl. fi xed sabry. w illie III l\ ,'cry fe\\' mstan co.:iI tho \\,c lg hnuutcl' l~ 
'0 - I' I :lllowcd to coilc~t the fee,; fi S U ti o,'Vn sa 111') ' . ", • 

" "0 concei ve t1 Ult s n~h I1I'l'fUWCI1lCnt:o were nevel' contemplated, :\ 1\11 a rc qUIte forclgn ttl the "p]r lt 
:md iuten tion of rhe Acts, alld the benefi t and pl'otection whicl~ it ,,::tS .soug ht. to eUllfel' 011 Ll.1I.! public, 
lJY th e :lppoin tmenr of indcpcnde? t sworn offi?e'· .... arc both J.dc:~tcll Ly t he m"magc recs uelng let to 
I>!.u·licli who axe CUllstnntiy c1umgmg , nnd "ubJ ect to no control. . .. , 

A morc sel'iotl!:! \'i l)latiu n of the pr ovisions of these st:ltlltes we have found t.o IJl'e v:lIl extenSively In 

the ('xtlction of sums exeeeuing the legal scale of' fees prescribcd by them. 
I n the Hllwkets where toll is le"'ied, the crunu.gc and t oll nrc generally collect ed I~S one chargc, 

t bus l'eoderin'" i t im possible t o nseertain any ovel'chnrge on either, ano cOll vCl-ting tuc amount 
of cmnnge i.nt~ a. toll which is fr~q ueutly chargerl, wh.ether the articles bc wcigh: d or not. \Yhel'e 
't':llllllts been !lbnn doned we find litt le change oxcept m name, ns the amoun t l\!v Led now unller the 
head of crano.U'e fees i ~ fully equal to th e nmount of t oll~ in ot her towns, ILll t! is gCllerully t.h]'c(' or 
fOil], timcs tht amou nt of' t he leg, Li chnrgc, nntl only dilfel'iI f" om toll ina..'HlIueh M it is optional to 
make l1~C of the :lccolUmod:~tion prov ided o r nN, 110 charge hcin~ mnde 1tlllc,~,~ weighed. Thc express 
conl1itious of the ~t atute dit'ecting I.hat the weighiu,; or I'otat lies shn.1l be gmtuitous 1\1'0 un ivcrsally 
t1i~ l'cg:lrded . 

7, TilE SYSTEM Ot' V{F..I G HI NG, AND THE D lmnCTJO N5 AN D C I-I AltOgS ,\l AU I-: n y T I-IB 
PU JU.a IM~EUS . 

This subject i !l, unquestionably , of f.1.r more impol' tt\llee to the proti uccr than the impusition of even 
til l' ] 1l0S~ cxcl'~ ... iye h;lI. M tIle dclluctions pursue him at evcry tUl' l1 , and accLllUu h[c ve xatious and 
11 l)re:t:iunable penllilieoS. ,~re fonnd the 8y8tem of weighi ng hotlt in the public Ill nl'kt:til and in the 
Jl ri\'iltc :;turc s \':uy in al most every mlu·].; et lown \\'e visited- in most C:UCI! proving a ~CI'iIl IlS lollS to 
the ~ellel'. The ~5th Geo. II. wa:! e vidently fmlll ell for t he purpose of' re~nt\Liu~ t lill "ystelll or 
wei<rhinrJ' rJ'rain and aboli slling all ded uct iolls, but hll"i proved quile ineffec tual. E:hd ioH 1 Cn:lCts, 
H thnf. ~ltwhent, l'ye, me:lslin, pells, beans, barley, bere, oats, shillin, cutling, llIeld, fluul'. a lld mlllt, 
" "hal! be ~olu a nd tl el in!l"ed hy weigh t, lU\d nOt by meamrc, II\' ill llny 'Jt h l ~ I' 1I, ;u llll·r ." 

S \·cri 'lJl j elH~C I I! J " t hil t "uell weight shall be according ttl avoi l'dupoid p\lutHl-!il lll·teen pounds 
" \\,hcre ... f ti h~LH make fI stonCJ \\1lU eight stones one hundred weight, nod twon ty hundrcd oue ton. 10 

be s tanding wei¥ht Wilh IUl r.vcn and I'f}nn t henm Ill' halance i and all barga ins, contraeLs, nnd 
" lV'reemen t.:; maeJe for t1<'!Uillg such g rain by other or different; wei O'ht, or for 8elling the same by 

m:lO'l';l1re, 01' fOl' seJ1 ill!.£ thereof in tuly othcr Ir.llllllCL' t hall b)' wei ,~lt, or fill' .. ivin ' ~ IldJiorJ', or 
~ I:> ,., 0' 0 

" llllom'inJ; llll.\· qll:lIluty ot'soc h \\' he;]1, &c., &0., to the quan ti tyagreeu to be solJ , 1)1' fo r giving or 
" HlakinO' fitly audit ion or 1l1lowaUCfl to the stotle. hundred, ton, or other weiO'ht, shall be nnd nre 
" ht"l·eLYo declured to be void to 1111 inten t:l nud pnrp,)ses whnt soC\'c r." .,. 

Section :l further enacts. ".thnr if 1I1,I y brewer, bnkel·. wnhster. me!l.l-mnn, corn merchant, higglcr • 
• , 01' :luy pc rwn, or peroSom, p.lthel' by Illm or [hf'mselves, or by any other rel'~on or persoDs employed 
" by hittl ~I' them resp~~tivt:ly :ihnll hllY, o r mnke, or enter ill.to auy contract, u!u'gnin, 01' a.greeUlentr 

for levymg Ol' rflcel vmg any wheat, &c., :my other WI\y than by wei"ilt. !l UU in the ma.nner 
H tlfor~aid, or shnll dema nd, contract for. t ake, 01' r eceive noy othel' or gre-atel' qu'm ttt y the reof than 
" the qU lI.ntit.y renlly :tne! uOlld fide bought Hnd ngl'eed fi)r, or ~haU denland or tnke- any Ilddition or 
tI ttllowaoce to the pnu ud. stonc, hundred. ton, or other weight over 1~Qd above the reol conlent 
" t bereof, at stanJi l!g weight as aforesaid, shall forfeit the Bu m of five pounds." 

ThC!:!e very st ]'illgent provisions art' in many tOW IlS evaded, and in others openly violn.ted. 
"\V fl did not mee t l~ sillgJe instance of corn being weighed stnnding lJe!lm, the O'cneral mode being 

to require th f'l scal e contAining the corn to stri ke the gronnd, or, Il.S it is techni~nlly callt'd " down 
w p,ight." T his invoJ,'es a. loss t o t he ijeUer of from t.wo to ~CV(;1l pouuus, accordi ng to the 
wpi)!ht of the d raught , anu the accuracy of the belllll. A;;a iu, the sOInUe~t \\'ciglat. used. in weighing 
corn diffcretl i n almost e\'ery mn.l'k et, v:ll'j'itlg from one pCHI nd to ,seven pounda. It is se.'l.roely 
nucessal'y .to observe. tha~ this mnr cntail .~ fUl'ther 10s~ on tbe seller of any IlUlount short of the 
lowe~ t welgltt used : fol' lDst~mee, 1f seven pounds be t he lowcst weigh t used in weighing, and the 
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ww,ht of the corn be I owt. 1 fJ l', (; Ills., the (j Ih!:. I1rc not allowctl, or, 0..<; it i.t;;; common ly cxprcs:-icd 
ill tile m:ll'kd" \\'hCl'C th is s'y" tCIn i . ..; rullo',l'ot! ' 1111," it 11111.4 be 7 liJ :::. 01' nothing." 

We have prepared :t return (N'J, 7), nppcndcd, "lIol\'il1;';: the system of huying, of wcighin!1;, antI 
the Jeducticlll", wltelllCI' ill mOI H!Y 01' !(ind, in each of t he nindy-follr markets we jnspcetcd, and :L 

referen ce ttl th is win show at Ollce jhe great tl ull1 b (~ I' of towns ill Wllicil the :-<ystl.' l11 of" down weigh t," 
ami weighillg with nO z:;maH weigh t,,; ill adopt.eii in (lirect. violat.ion of the provi;;ious of T.he statul,c 
Tefen'eel to. III ot,ht'l'rll'ticle.s e)f ;ll;ricultural !ll'oducc-':;lIr.h as pork , fllI,,'\, hllttcr. &c.- t hc S.Y!>t,Clll 
pursued i .~ (rcnorally to weigh wit.1t as Iowa wcight as 1 lb., but to I'c(j\liro " cl own weight," the 
purcll:\3c r n~\'er Leing satisHC1\ with at:~mli ll~ beam, " 

The tlerluetions .from the l'e:tl weight. made llIulcr v:triou3 n:~mcs :\1\d prct,cnc(,!:I, require next to b l'! 
de£cl'ibcd, They ll iftCI' !i0 milch ill \':\1';0118 kinds of produce, that we shall t:.kc cach :;cpamtdy, all II 
allude to the d('d uctions amI chnrges Oll each II.!! hl'if1ny as po~sibl c, rcft!rri ng to the r etllrll No.7 i!l 
Appondix (01' full pa,rt.icuhrs lLS t o the I'u lo :tllopt.oll in e:LCh tOWlI, 

The derlu cti olHl 011 corn :u'o g(,llcmll y made Ulll!t;\· the Ilame of" be aHl:\~c , " and vary froln 2 IbH. tl) 
21 Ills, per banel, It!' will he seen hy refe rellce to the retur n ll1Cnt iullud, 

This dedllctioll appea r>; La ha\'e becn ol."igill;\,lIy intl"Olluced, wh en t: orn was l) l'Ough t to IIl:lr\;:et ill a 
dirty stat.e, in cnnseqncuce oE t.he Ji~\'IIHW::! being uH[lI'o\' itleu wit.h t.hc nccessary machinery for clcaning 
it properly, aud was :'lti ppOf,;cd t.o he an equivalent. to tho wei~h t of sand t he :md l'cfnw contn.incd. in it.. 
Now it is not looked upon in that light; and if the corn he dirty, Ol' 11:tdly cleaned, a· furth()t' 
deduction, cithc l' in mOlley or kill/I, is madc, ill mlUition t.o the be:unnge, which ill rlcdncletl t't'Olll nIl 
alike', whether t.he COrn be clean or dirty, I t i!! customary, al",o, in mnny ma.rkets (:18 will be 8eell in 
return No, 7) t.o deduct, nccortlinp- to ~hc lI S~L)!e of the market, It fixed nlJow:mee fo r tile weight of 
the empty sacks or bags, instead of weighjng Ihem, anll detlncting the ll.ctllal weight., which \\"oull1 
be the flLir mode of deal ing, al1l1, by this mc:m!:', the sl>lIcr is gcnerally f\ furthe r lo:>c["" of :t l least 1 0 1' 

2 l u~, of COl'll, 

Another pmctice, equally Ulljll ~ t" exisl.:I iu many lUarkctB, of not p:tying for :Lny od d Ills, less th:tn 
half a stone. Thill is genemlly dot te when tl te ticket i:> m :u]c np rOl' t.he entire qunmity sold; :tnd, 
in a load of COI'n, the los8 might not l)c g re:tt; but to the poorer and sm:lllcr c1a8!\ of f~ll'lncr~, who 
may have bllt one or two sack;;, i t is :L set'iuu3 los:; and a gricvolt ii h:n·t\ llh ip. 

In addition to t.hese de(l uct ion~ in k inll , th e mcrchallt.<;; Ij'l!qucntly cha rge the seller {'ruin one hal f
penny to twopellce-h:t1fpCllllY per sack, "porterago," (lll' huis ting t he ot'ail! into the stores, T his 
fat, exceed<; , in maJl\' enses, t.he valne of 1:lIe lauom, and i1-l often 0. somce of crnolmnont. t.o the 
merchant, who iii liI'us l.Hlt only indctnnitied for this pUl'liun of hi!:! out.lay, but p aid at tlw expL'use of 
the fi mncl', for .1 ()ill~ hi1-l uwn wot'k. 

The lOB!:> which t he prOt!tll~(~r suffers, 1"1'0111 thi s 8ptem of weighing with uo ~mflll weigbt, down to 
the ground, and frolll the over-tlll'e of the empt,y sallks-f'1"01ll \;caillage, fi'om odd pounds llOt Lcing 
pflid t()I', and fi'om, freq uent.ly, an adtli l;iollal ch:tl'gc, in money, fiw por ter:t~c, amounts, in the nggre
gate, to a \"cry cOl11-1id l!mblc item-in 1Il:"UlJ" cascs, to one-thirtcenth pal'c of the qu:tlttity ~oId, 

In eycry tII:"u·ket. wherc be:t1I1:tg-e i8 dc.luctcJ , it is uone openly, withou t, atly att.ernpt :\t, COtH':C:t1. 

ment, with tltC exception I>f Dublin, where (i ll .:mltscqucllec uf legal IIl'occediug1-l whieh we\'e iUflLi tn tcd 
~omc years ago) they DOW pu rchase by the pound , t() :woid the pcnalty til which they arc l i :~ule, 
Thus, [or ex:ullplp.. the bealtta •• c on w hc~~t. iH two l)QtlUds per Imrl'e l or twcnty stOlle, nmI on oatH, 
hvo p~)\lJtd :; pCI" barl'el o\" fourt(~~ll stono; uu t llwy now buy wheat. by the two hundred and cighty-~wu 
POlllld.'l, :Iud flat.~ uy the Oll t! 11IItldred lIml ninety-eight pOlludli, which i8 cl ea rly an ev:~~iOll of the 
pro\'i:;iotls of tIte iltatute. 

Firkill huttcr 11::1 wl'ig:lwli down weight" wit.h fI!\ low I t weight, as Jib, Thi1-l generally involves ri. 
loss ofabollt one polltlll fm lll stauding beam; and llltlOCL'OllH dotluctiO:l1-l Ill'C made, in rl iflcl'cil t pl!'ces, 
undol' thc nauw of bC:llllagc, trot, tare, sponge!!, &c" v:ll"y i n~ from :2 1;" 1 Ibs. of' bntter frolll each 
firkin, and, in ;ultlitiull, :~ charge ill mOltcy is dcuuctotl ["I'OIl! till! so llet', v:tt'ying. ill (liH'cl'cn:' markets, 
from 2d, to Is. hl. pel' firkin, under the uiffe L"Ollt ua.mus of can'iagc, portcl',lg:e , uoupcl"agl.! ; aud in 
many placcs a chargo ill illlptl!-ict! upon the scller, for the publ ic- house in which the purchaser transacts 
bis bU9ines~. In SOll tO plaecf-l, it if'. cH,;lomm'y to buy buttCl' by th e firk in of 70 Ib1:'., whieh mf!an!!' 
that odd pounds ove\, th:~t weight are lIlit p:tid for, whilst ally pounds number of les!:> nrc tleuuetetl rrOl~~ 
thE". seller, at the oext even higher price. I n places where this mle is followl·d. the scllm' if'. Il l\ablo \0 
tell what amount he losca, as the bultCL' is n ot weighed out. 1i'01' illstlUtCe, i ~ the weight, 01: till: empty 
firkin be 14 lbe., and '1 Ibs. be:\!TIltge it! to be Ileduetcd, 88 lb~. am put into t,lic scale; ~Llld if the 
scale, with the Lutter reoVlius. 011 the grouml, it is caUed "full weight," the Lutter 1.·emovcLl, aot!. t he 
seller pltid for 70 Ibs., l:Jcin:r left in icrnomnee of tIle wei,.ht ovcr 88 Ib". which his firk in eontltincrJ. 
. We found mn.rkets in which the ~ledtlctiollS on but~r, both i tt r}lO tiCY and kind (wiLhou t taking 
tato consideration the probable los6 on the over-weight), a.mounted to one-seventh, or upw,u'us of 
fourteen per cent. on the gt'o!,'s amount. 

Lump and orock butter is generally weighed with lIb, weight, and down weight is also required ; 
and the usual deduction fur trot i::l 1 lb, in every 20 1\;5. 

In pork t he ueductiolls lne eq\lt~lIy unrea);oll!l.blc. l )ork is weighed down weight, with 1 lb., :1.1111 
the deductiolls vilry from 6 lbs. to 13 Ibs. per pig, irrespective of the weight of eaeh pig; alltL tho;! 
~eller i" (~Iso clm,rb"t'd ii·om fourpence to eight pence per pig, for portoragc, for n. pllblic-Itou .~o to pay 
In, and for weighing, ao<l under vllriou!!: other nmnes, I t is nlsH;J common pmctit:c 1:0 pay (.;'11' ()(~d 
lb~, ~ess than 30 lbf), at tho next lowest even pri~e , Thus, fm' t\xf\,mpie, jf tl pig 111\ !-Iold at t.h it·ty-ninc 
shllhngs and elevenpence pel' cwL of 120 ILs. (pork being geuerally purchas etl by lite long ewt. 9£ 
120 Ibs,), and wei~hel1 2 cwt, 0 qrs. 2D llla" they wo uld pay lor 2 cwt. at thi rty-nin e sllilling~ :\11U 
cl~venpenceJ and the 29 Ibl!. at aid. l)er lb .~ or. at Lhe rnte of :~5s. pel' I:wt, (the !tcxt 11I\\-Ct!L eV(lI..l 
prICe), 
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The difference in the prices at which a weight never exceedi~g 2~ Ibs. is sold cannot. be very 
important; but it ig worth qllotiu16,.as nll ~x:\rurle of the wny 1U willch the sell et, alw~tys suffers, 
weari ll<T out his patience, and prov(,kmg repns:t)13. . 

Fla;is gold eitLcl' hy the stone, of ~6 Ibs.! ot' 24Ih9., or el se bX lhe cwt., ~f 120 Ills., or 1241bs. 
Tbe tlsu!'L1 mode of \Vei~hing is to weigh with 1 lb., ami to reqUlrc down weight. And to deduct 
from ± lb. to 1 1b. , per stone heamag:e; or fl'~m 21115. tu 4 .IL~ .. p~r cwt.; ,nntI. t.~ .c l ~lII:ge ~rom o~e 
h alfpenny to one penny, vel' fit.OoC. stor:tge,. rhe amol1?t l ecclved hy the P~l1Ch'l::;CI~ III t!n~ way 15 
enorlllOll!'!, greatly exceeding the nillount }Jalll by thel~l lor rent. At CoutclLlIl, t he qlllmhty of flax 
sold in ODe mnl'l;:et day \\,:IS stated to be 120 tons. winch, at one penny per !>tone, w()tJld :unount to 
.£80 sterlin .fI deductet1 from the l'e1lC1'5 fo r storJlge. 

In the SI~l;lll vilJ::.o-e of Tnudragec it wa:;; c:dculated that the scllcr~ of ~ax jHy, lLt olle ~l,~lfpenuy 
per stone, lIpwn.rds ~)f £800 pCI' llllllum.; while the rents of the storcs III th{, tOWJI, pitHl by the 
llU!'('.hascl·.~, do Ilot amount to 1U0rc thau £80 pcr al~n\llll:, . 

'Vaal is pl.Il·chu$ed by thc stone, of 1 (j Jb~., al1l~ IS weigh cd with :1. Cllst 0(. th~~ LelL11L; ~L.nd the usual 
deduction i$ 4: Ills. ller pack, benm:\ge, tlml IS lbs. ' ~ e,'ery 20 stonc, .01' olle~I~I,tlcth part lor tret. , 

An exami.nation of the return which n.ccompalll.e); tIllS R;epol't WIll. cxiublt !,hc ~llLt.l~r: tl.lld \'arlety 
of the:-:e deduction!', which arc :\ggrnvfLted hy the fact of thClr lJnccrt:\lnty~ m~'Ylllg.1Il d~itcrcnt market 
towns nccOl'dillg: to the rnprice of the buyer, or the strcngth of the co~blllatlo:l ,of WlllCh !IC forms B 
member. 1'hey are n source of pel'petuo.l annoyuncc> to the scller, c?,CltC :'USIHClOfl and.dlstrust, allli 
are the cause of elltlle~ disputes. To the f:lir pmchnscr they Ilre of no a!jvantagc, wili lc they offer 
facil:iti e3 fo r practising fl'awl . . .. . 

,"Ve have heard it cOlltcoued that, prac:tlc:tll,r, tl~e"e d Ctlll ctlO.ns do not !.lp~rale IllJlII:Jously on the 
seller, o.s the pureh:1scr takes nil these allowanccs mto calcl1li\t:I?~ when fixmg t.he prlcc. Wc are 
by no means sati;;fi ed that tId:;; is alw:1.Js. t~tC Cllse. TIn t even It It ,\;erc so, they tend to keep uP.n 
fictitious price, which alone is a great IIlJury to the pr~dueel'. lhus. fo~' example, when pork IS 
quoted at 49s . per ewt., t.he seiler ha!!. in reality, often tv gIve 132 Ills., nnd .Clght ,pence for each 408.; 
nnd when butter is quoted a.t 80s. lJCl' ewt., the scllcr ha ..... frequently to gl\·c 12.l lbs. of butter, and 
one shilling for his 80s, 

Mr. Francis John O'Neil, of Limerick, an extensive merchant, :l,ud U'CasUI'Cl' to the eorlloration, 
states in his evideuce (page 1036 ):-" T? a certain extent! the Limerick Mal:kct Bill pl'o~ide~ l~ 
" remedy for the abuse:> dO long eomplamed of by the fmr trader; but not.lllng, save leglslatlve 
" enactment for all Ireland, call do so effectually. 

" There is scn,rcely an art.icle of agricultural produce that has not to und ergo Rome impost, or some 
U deduction. Grnin of nil kinds, without exception. 

" 1st, Wheat.-20 stones 7 lbs" brought in by the fnrmer, returns but 20 stone-the bcnmage 
H being 7 Ibs. per barrel. And there is also n. deduction irom the amount of it!:! valuc of two pence 
" halfpenny pet' barrel for portemge. 

"2nd, 0:1.t.s,-14 stone G lbs" brought in by the farmer, returns but 14 stonc-the bcnmn.ge being 
II 6 Ibs, per barrel. 

"31'0., Barley.-16 staDe 6lbs. returns hut 16 stone. 
"4th, Beans.-20 stone 7 lbs. returos but 20 stone, 
"5th, Rapeseed.-16 stone 6 lbs. returns hu t 16 staDe. 
"Pork.-On ench pig, on fill average, all t\llowance of 7 lbs. 
" Butter.-5 lbs. to 6 lbs .• pet· firkin (the weight of the butter in the /i rl;.in being from 64 lb::!. to 

H 72Ib~.), 

"The severnl oth~r articles not enumcrntetl hcre :m~ suhj eet cach to it!'! own d p.duction. In £'\Ct, 
" there is not a hide or skin tit:!,t, if bought by weight, is not subject to it." 

Then referring to the Limerick Market Act, which pl'ovide~ thnt evel'Y Rrt.iclo ",lmU be wei .. hed 
net, and llil deductions abolisht:d, MI'. O'Nei11)rOCeeus to observe;- 0 

"Now it is obvious, that if Limerick market bc ptll,tially £I'ee from the8e a.buses, and that they nre 
<I suffered to exist in the severnl market town!; that are tributary t.o it, there will be cstablished an 
" encouragement to persevere in n. mode of denling so destructive to the public wcal. Nay, were it 
" so, thnt Limerick were, by its local Acts, whony~frec, as it on .... ht to be, from nny abuse whau;ocver, 
U it would become but a. 'dep6t market' for jobbers in tlle district. 

"Taking: in to considernt-ion t he long existence of the ?educ~ions and imposts on agricultural 
" produce In the several markets, how frequent.ly, yet how lDeffiClently~ local enactments have been 
" obtnined to regubte them, nnd how fruitlessly thc several statutes a/'J"ainst fmud hue been brot,gbt 
" to bear to abolish. them, it is ~anifeat now~ that ODe ~mpl'ehensive let. of the LegilOL"lture ought to 
': be passed to lIbohsh 11.1.1 deductIOns f rom ~be true we~ght of every arti~le soI ~ io the several ~at'k~ts 
• of Ireland; ,to est.a.bhsh such . markets 1n every City. town. nnd VIllage lD lrelrmd, as WIll give 
" proper secul'lty for the operatlOn of the same j to adopt such a .!:cn.le of market tolls as will be 
" neither oppressive to t.he producer, on the onc hand, nor inefficient fo!' working the markets, on the 
" other, beanng in. mind t?n.t I~C !,u'$cr ~a.l'kets can bc work~d at a smaller }>1'0 rata. charge than those 
" where the quantlt.y rccelv~d IS hnUlt'd lD extent. To amplify and extC'nd the insufficient powers of 
<f su~h m:U'ket;; as al:e est:lbh s~lCd by locnl Acts, ,so that they shall part.icipate to the full in the general 
II ]eglslatlO~ .. But, HI nu object of !'IO much lmport:'oncc to the, u.gricultul'l:LI, the tmding, and .the 
~, c?mme1'~lu l mterests of Il"~ll\~d~ to al.low no ves.t~d rights for WillC~l compensation is, as a matter of 
., rIght, nlwnys gl'lmt.ed, or mc1 tvldual mterests winch cnn Dever be elther satisfied or compensated, to 
II stand in the way of a. general Act to regulate the markets of Ireland." . 

MJ. .. Francis Spaig~t, one of the most extensive merchant"> ·uf Limerick and Presideut of the 
Chamber of Commerce, states (in page 1029);- . , 

H ~nless a general Act i" passed, mal,iog the provi!'lions of the Limerick Act general in all the 



Al'PEiXDIX. 201 

,. lllilrkets of Irehml, tho Limerick market will, in my opinion, at any r:tte su IT.:!" for the next few 
~, years, as com sola in the manner directcd in tho _Limerick Act wi ll uppom' to !:lell at:~ amailElf 
" price per L.ar~,l than c1sewhC\"c , and the (armer::; will prefer to 8011 where t hey appcal" to get the 
" rrreatest price. 

~'fr, .M.ose~ 1\iomls, .T,P., nnd ex,·mayor of Sli~o, in page ;).5~, sta tes, in hi s cv illencc:-
U No weight less tllltH 7 Ibf;. is HEed in wci_~hitlg l~ s:\Ck of o~~ts ill tbis ma rket:, mill H Ihs, [WO 

" usually deducted for t.ho taro of the 5;lCk. I would ~ ugge::!t tll:.t all grain shonl ,l be weighcd to 
., the one pOllud, ;Lntl th:Lt. tllo tnl'o of the Oi llpty sacks should be takeu~ and licil uctctl thCl'Cf'I'OI·'-I, 
H Some of the merchants in this town llllye, to In.)' knowledgc, adopted thi ..; praetit:e with ,rl'eltt 
U benefit to themselves." Ag:Lin, in page 300-" In butter t1l~re iH an :~nowallce of from -1: to :f Ibs. 
II taken off for heattl<lge and I:IOfLkagc, whieh i:l objectionable: nIl stich deductions CltHSe annoyav~ 
H and vexation to the f:trmcl", and al'C of llO fldv:mtage to the t.mdcr; for, if aboli. shed, the prices 
" would soon accommodate thcmselvcs I.c. the change'," Ag:tin, itt pltge :J62," If the Lcg is1:ttul'c 
(' interpose at all been the buyer :md selleI', the honest. tl'adot, !:lhould Le put on a lc\·ei with the 
"fl'll.udulent. I alll ~h'()ngly in fiwour of Mlll"ket Regulations, otll(l of nil gl':1iu a.ud butter being 
" sold and weiglled in the public lIl!'l.t'kct, g:I'O~S weight; no tarc:> 01' bCllnmgc; :m tl 'a. pcnalty I'Oi: 
" altering brands and weights, A legislat ive enactment to insllre the weighing of all gmin a.nd 
'1 butter without bca.mage, t.j.xes, 01' any other deduct.ion, in tho public market; and penalties for 
H fraud::!, &c" would be one of the grcntef.;L boon ... lo the agricultura.l popubtion of Irebllll , ami. wou ld 
" ~dsf.\ he of service to the upri~h t trMlt'I'," 

Mr. Richnd SuJlivau, of Kilkenuy. in page 17 G~, !:IlntO.; :--"The ellstolll in t his tOWll, bef:ore 
" be:lmagc WIlS agree!! npon, W IIS, to \\'cig;h with what is called the fall of the beam, which Wll.-5 

" !lubject to a great deal of fraud. because sometimes, when 3 01· 4 Ibl:l, woula hring the stue jn which 
(' corn weighed to the grOlJJld, l)l'obflbly 7 1bl:'" according to t.he cuprice of t he perlion at the scnlcs~ 
10 was required j but I think it wouhl be belt(!l· t\J abolish henmlL}.{c altogethcr , n.n(l call t hing.i by 
.f their right names." 

At Strabane, the Town Commissioners, t.hrough their chail'III1~n, represented that ., mlleh :~nnoyance 
(I is expel'ienced, arising from the :tllow:~Hces in weight lO buycl'i:I v: ~ryiHg in tlilrel'cnt tOWll~, Some 
'( towns thinking it theil' policy to mnk l' hU'gc 1\110\\,:111(,0:-1, t,{1 Cllcoural!:l! th~~ :ltt.cmhllce of buyer" in 
H their nmrkets, and othcrs t biLlking i~ beLter to make !;lHall :dl{)w:IIH.!e~, to CtJcH\ll'age th u paLl'Onag:c 
" of farmers," 

I t is unnecessary to quota fUrt,hcl' :my of t.he evidence g-i ven hy othcl' p:Ll"tics, at:! we luund the 
greatest unanimity of opinion prevail on this s uhjod, :\1Ul it is It l:Iolllewlmt l'ulll:tl'knblc tet-!till1ony in 
fa.voul' of upt'jght dt:aliu![f;) that WlI fLJllIul:~ mnch 6ol j l~itlillc OIl t.he p:Lrt of those who might Le 
BUppo!'lc(l to ha.vc ltll the hene/it of thc Jln'~cilt system, tlml it :-;hould he put a n {md t.u, as i~ (cit hy i tt-! 
immediate victims. .Ext.ortion wLtul'llliy lmgcnth~l't:! disl\One~Ly ill Heir-defence; t lw>i wa h ClJ Ut!llt.ly 
found the fraud 011 onc side cn cQuutel'ct.i by lmt.a.goni:;t {li ."hOllt ~l!ty, :1:1 in wctting com, nli x.illg" wi (;h it 
snnd and stoucs to illerC:L-;c i ll":! weight, put t.in,!'; om infel'illl" rrwdity in t he bottom of Uw i";lck, p ,~ekiug 
butte I' in fraudulen t firkins, or mlnltemting i t~ f}u:\lity; wCtl:ill~ l!:Lx, OJ' jluttillg :~11 illfi.II'im IPI:1.lity 
in the eentl·e of the bundles, :mu such li k~ pmcticel!; ~o timt, in thc tril~1 l)r ~kill, neithcr pfl.l"ty 
obtained mnch peTntanont benefit, whil :>1: both were l! x:~Ill!I":\tcii ami IIILra:-;~(~,], lu Hay noth ill ,C!: of t.ho 
demomliZfltion which snch a cont.ill uoUH pr:tct.ice ill dllcecl. An I!xt(lll"iv(~ bu(;lel' lIll'l·chall t, :\to l.ime
rick had the c:mdour to make I\U acknowledgment to thiti effect., He state!:!, at page .lorn, in the 
evidence, "Vl{~ (the m~rchl\nts) are fllw:~ystrying t.o ueeeive the hnncL',:mt! tho farmer to dccoivc UB," 

We conceive t i le ::idler ~ l lould bc paid /'01' cvcry potllid of Il i:i prolillcc, Icaving the price to Lo :uljustcu 
between the parties acconlillg to till?- Iluality of thc article, And thi ... c:m only be effectell hy 1\ 

legislative enactmont re1luil'ing onc uniform ~yHtelU of wcighiug, and abolishing all ll l!ducti oll:i of 
every sort, in every mnrket town ill Ircb.nd, Cn.-;cs of i 301:~t()(1 r aj-arm, !'Inch a.::I Limerick, mCl'e1y 
have the effect of ph~cing themselves at a cli l:ladvautage comp:tl"ml w it h t heir neighbouring mi\l"kct~, 
without eficctillg any general improvement. 

8. 1m FUAUDS JIJtAC,£ISl~D UNDEI~ VAIUOrJ f; FOl:USo 

The dedtlctions which we have just described are losHes, however, of which the sellel' j" cogniza.nt. 
and, though they nre pmetised openly, yet he i!:l u Dl.l.ble to oppose 811(:Qessfullya powerful combina
tion of purchasers. But we must now describe h.-auus of It very sedons D(LtUl'e, which nppenl' to be 
exte!lflively pmctised in almost every mnrket town wherc there is not proper necommodation. 01' 

where the corn and othel' agricult ural produce is sold in the streets, and weighed at t ho stores of the 
p~chasers, We allude to the fraudulent weighing, either by f:dse · weights or beams) or by the 
dlshonesty of the person employed; and wc regret to state how very univCl~n.l.ly wo found this 
oharacter of fraud to pl'evail ill diversified shapes. M nuy imtnnec~ were rclated t o us of purch asers 
who 'were detected with two sct~ of' weights, one for buying; (md I\notllcr for sclling; of hClllllS with 
one arm longer thn.n the other j nnd where nlt these were apparently conect, a deceptive-result wn.s 
ofte~ deelm'ed through the dil:!honesty.o£ tho person employed Ilt the scales. . We !teru-u, ~~lso, of slides 
for Inserting a.lta.r of lend or iron undel' the scale; of flprings :l.nu other mCltl1B at' deceiving the ignorant 
countryman: (11' of-a system pursued in some plll.ces, of' weighing fa.h-ly and calling ont the tt-nc weight 
to ~ ~llWlive derk, who enters in the ticket a lees weight for each .s:\ck thu.n tbl~t clI.ll~d out hy the person 
we~ghlDg. In onE; large market towDJ whorc it wru the custom to weigh at the lll'ivu.t~~ t:!t ..... l.'ce, thc 
.welgblnllstcr of the market informed us (as will be Been by;\ l'Ofel'euce to the evidoncl3) that ho had 
detee~d fi.:auds in 'OVOl'y merchant's stOl'O in ,the town, I n anothcr town, 11 pUl-chll.8CI' wus convicte.d 
of ~avlng··thirly .foul' barrels of wheat in his store at tho and of' one market-dny. fOl' which he hnd not 
pald the sellers, but had obtnillcd by fraudulent weighing. 

0.4 
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10 w ill e pb.ces we found wen :tnd .won~en placed in t.h~ scale~, i" ti'.c nbscnee of any more artificial 
tH en.sures of 'vcighl , and frauds pr:tct l:;ed. III thc most. orlgnm.l W!\ys., . ~. . 

In iiOlUC towns ',YC found corn hought l.n the morm~g nt ,n ~e rt:un prlce.~and resolt! ~n the c\'emng: 
at :l. halfpenuy pcr stone l e ~;;. :lUd a comtdcr:tble profi t. uen\'eo . I ~l other:.! we were mformed dul.t 
corn wn.s frequently taken to n dii' t :lllCt:" of fifteen nlltes to a. nelghb~unng market, and a profit 
ren.lized, although sold nt:l lower pl'icc than it was purchased nt ; and th iS cou ld only be effected by 
fraudulent weighing. . 

\\' hen thc~c practices are of ::nch ~eneral prevalence, :13 wtll be seen to b.e tbe c:t~e by no p~rus:l.l of 
the evidence it cnn be the belte l' un<lerstood how that buyers and scllcr~, ah ke weancd and dugusted 
'''ith the contest shonld an:tiously desire its tcrmin::t.tioo. . 

It enn 0... c:l~{l y secn how peculiarly injurious the pl'eacnt statc of tiling,.: must he t~ thc honest 
Imdel'. Hc is qil ite unablc to compc te with o~e who call nffvl:d to g~\'c so Il ~uch :~ hlghet· tn·jet', 
:lmI Itl:lkc it up by ~li5ho ll ('st.v; :lUd, ail JC!!~CLbed b~' SOIliC of Ih? Wltncs::,e" III thell' owu words, 
I< a rO~lI e with n. few hund red pOl~ n J ;; can dnvc an ho? cst m:\n wIth thonSlllHh ?Ul .of the m;~l·ke t. 
Capital, intc' lIi)!ellce. 1mel infurmat lon C:'I. nnot com~c te \\'Ith dexterous and systelllatic ?lshouesty. 

TIlt' fmuds in weighing are, gen~rall ~· . practtsed upon the pool'e~ t, and most Ig-norn~ t ~I :l ~se~ . 
who are the lC:lst capable {If prctectlllg tilems.elve.'!, n~ they hase rnrt"ly the menns of wc,glun;:; I\t 
home' nml therc bein.r tlO summar\' means 01 pl'OCIl L'llie. redress, thr.y ge nerally t:'lOlely i:i Ubllllt to 
the fi l~s t 10)';;, mther th :l.~l ;;:u-:!'ificc the t i n~e amI L1~oncr whi~ll . rL pul,}ic .pro.H'ccution woul(~ iH\"oh'e, 

Amonrr,;t other frauJs winch a:'C pracmed, bc;i1dci! those III w CIg'blllg. \\'\l illny mentIon, that corn 
i!' Irequt.~ t1 y pnrclwsetl in the morning, :'I.1ll1, ,~-hcn , the IllllI'kct is over, the purcbasel' re ~u~es to fu l~ l 
h is a<T)'cl'ment. under the pre l el~ce t h :'l.t the article .s not eq ual to the sn mpll' expos~d. The seller IS 

then ~bliged to submit to a reduct ion in }lrice, (\~. elsc I'(·~urn hO~le, :l.nd . try nnothcr m:l.rkct. Fre
quently cve·)} he is not :tHawed the htlcr alternative! fll! hIS corn I S emptied O ll. no lofte~lllon~ a l:l.rge 
quantity, ::t.nd it' be does lI?t agree to take n lower price thlln was agreed for, he IS tOR} to t:l.l~e back 
h is own" which lS 1Illpos:':'lbl e. 

Ther; is scarcely nnv COlllmodity with re~pect to which we did nOl fi nd that vexatious objections 
w ere In:\dc !lnd extortion occ:l.8ion:tlly practised on this ground, of di:icrepnncy between the s!L mplc 
nntl the buik. 'Ye a.re fnr from claiming uni\'ersal integrity on the part of the sellers, or denying 
that the article may n?t, in some c~ses, d.iffcr .fro~ t he sample; b.ut '~hat we cowplain of i.:;,. the want 
of some official :l. lIthor lty to determmc tim POlDt, mstead of leanng It, as now, to the deCISIon of one 
of the pnrtics interested. 

The {nrlner" "Iso, in map..y instances, act with equal dishoncsty, by violating their contracts, :lDd 
unhesitatingly reselling their com or cattle, if they can obtain thc slighte3t advance in price from any 
othi·r plIfchMcr. 

The 14th :lnd 15th Vic. , c. 92, s. 17, c~lJed the II Summary Jurisdiction Act," gives magistrotes 
the power of tiecicl ing dispute:! of this nature summari ly; but it id almost inoperative, as th~ir 
j urisdiction i:!limited to c.:lse:l where t he value of the ar ticle sold doell not exceed £5 sterling. There 
is scnrcely any articlc sold iu eitber market or fllir which does not e.''{cecd that amouut. Thus, if 
u /o pirr~ , :1 CO'V, or a load of corn be sold, and the amount in dispute be only a fcw shillings, the 
Ill:lrri st~tes arc unnhle to adjudicate on tbe matter, and the cnsa must remn.in over till nex t quartf'r 
Sffi!~OllS, whilst the buyer and seller :l.re, perhap:;, both stranger;; to each other, nnd residing in 
different counties. A remedy for f raud.!! of this description, to be effectual, must be prompt and 
ensily p,·ocurnble. And to make the legislation we hn're r efel'red to u!eful, magistrates snould 
bP. empowcred to ndjudicate, in cases of dispute;; arisi.n; at fairs or markets, whel'e either the 
vaiue of the article did not e:tceed £30, or else, "here the nmount in dispute did not exceed £5. 
The l::t.ttcr clnusc, especially, would give effect to the .law j for though the value of the n.rtic1e be 
often h:ttd to establish, the matter in difference between the litigants and its exact n~ount nre easily 
undef!:tooo. 

The 7th see. of the 14th nad 15th Vic., c, 92, provide:s for fmuds practised by the wetting or 
ndulteratioll, or by fmudulent pn.cking of graia; but t here is a. '\'ery general disinciinn.rion, on the 
part of t he buyers, to prosecute, arising, in sorue degl'ee, frOID the benl'Y pennlties attached to these 
offenCt.~-llamdy, th,e fo r:feitu re of aU such com at" grain, ~. in addition to n pecuniary penalty not 
excced mg .,lOa., or Impl'1S0nOlent for any term not exeeedmg one month. Mnny fmuds, in other 
artid6:'l of agricultural produce-sach M pota.toes, hay, strnw, &c.-3..re not reacbe<l by the pro'\'isions 
of lhis Act., nnd Can only be dcnlt with through the mf'dium of a. prosecution by indictment at quarter 
sel!sions, 3.. cnurse wholly impracticable, in mnny instan ceS'. If tbe punishment were Jj<Thter, and n 
power of proceeding summarily befo re a magistrate existed in all cnses, fmuds of this° description 
would be much more frequeuLly pUllh.hed. 

Mauy complaints were madc to us, both with r espect to buyer:! n.nd sellers, in the flax lllfLrkets
viz" of parties buying flax: in the Dloming. o'n speculation, and, if unable to realize a profit during 
the day, leaving it on the fermer's hands, who had then to return. horne with if, or store it in the 
town till next mlltket day. Farmers, on the other hnntl, resell, if they cnn obtain n. hie. her price. 
The 5th nnd 6th Wm. IY., e. 27, s. 11, provides for breaches of contract OIl the onrt ol'either the 
buyers or l!ellera of flu, but the magistrates haTe not the power of inflicting n g~ater penalty than 
ten shillings,. which is cOD~idered quite insufficient to put n stop to frautls of this description, in con
.. equence of the high price of the article sold. 

Yf e can suggest but one remedy to correct, effectually, the unfair system of weiahing, the unrea
sonable deductions, and the vnriOIlS frauds'l' hich we have described-namelv, whe~ proper market 
accommodation is onc~ provi~ed. to obl~e aU agricultlll'8.1 produce brough.t to market for 8&1~, to 
1)e both sold and weIghed 10 the public market, under the superintendence of s ..... oro welgh
masteq3 ; to make all sales ou tside t he market void, and both buyer a.nd seller liable to a. pennlty; 
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to punish liummlll'ily any fraud or breach of contl·nct. on the pnrt of either the Imyel' or the selieI', 
:lntl !Il!l.ke it tllp, du ty of the chief offi cer in each market to prosecute noy CMe of frauu coming under 
hi s notice. 

We nre well :\w:ue with whnt suspicion any measure of:\ compulsory nature is nlways looked upon, 
however snlutaryand neccs!nry ; :md we have not \'eotured to recommend such n courile, without 
the mOl't nnxious considcration. '~~l e are, however, sntigfied thut nothing short of this will correct 
thc gross injuiltice al present exercised u pon a elu.ss who nrc, in ;~ gl:ent weasure, I\t thc merc~' of 
fraudulent and unscrupulous buyers, nnd who nre compdled to submIt to the wrong, or to t·etal .ate 
Ly counter-fmud. ',Ve are \vell aware of, and acquiesce in thc popular feeling th~.t there may be 
over-legislation, nnd thnt tradc should be left very much to itself, nnd mea free to dea l :IS thfly 
mutunlly see good. ,V e only recommend that they should he protecteu in the exercise of Lhjs free
dom, and g ua.rdell against frnlld j an.:l we are borne out in Ihis opinion by t he testimony of :dmos~ 
e\·Cty nl Ct·cnnt.iJe person of' experience :lnd respectability, whoOi we cX1.\OIined on this subj ect, in eyery 
marke t tOW'll during our tou r. 

Mr. J. Mil ley, the most extensive merch:mt nt Bnllin:l., county l\byo, stntes in h is e"idence (No. 
1,0-13, p. :n O). " 1 would he strongly in fa.\'onr of one genernl lTIarket in this town, with suffieient 
« nccommodntion, nn efficient stnff, and undcl' proper su pen'ision , in which :lll the :l.gricliltur:l.l prvclucc 
<i hrought into the town should be sold and weighed, as I think such a market would bfl for the 
" benefit of nU par ties, bolh the seHer and the honest bllyer." 

Mc..ses Monds, Esq., ,lP., ex-mayor of Sligo (pnge 3~8), fSta tes in his evidence, " I think it would 
" be ndvnlltngeous, for aU c1usses, to mnke it compulsory thnt aIL g min 8hould be weighcd :.lIul pur
" chnsed in the public mal'ker. I h:l.\'e known lIell ers of grain defrnuded in private stores, by buyers, 
If to the extent of thirty 8tone 0 11 a cart ... lond of oats. 10 the case to wh ich I nliude, I was p resent 
" at t he conviction, and the way in which the fmud was effected wns as follows :-the grnin WllS 

, ...... eighed correctly, and the real weight cl\ll ed out to 11 clerk in aD in:>ide room, who took down a 
" diffe rent weight £1"001 the nct ull.i weight. The seller, in that eMe, had the market docket, HUd. 

" producl?tl it wh en the fraud was effected. The frauds on tbe part of the purchnsers of butter ~l.re so 
" numerou!!, thnt nearl ~' nil honourab le traders nre driven out of the market." 

III Dundn.lk, where, ;It presellt, nearly all corn is sold and weighed at the merchants' stores, Mr. 
Peter Rn!!sell ~tate:s, ill his ev idence ( pllge 10, query 30) : - -

u Is it yom o?inioo tlmt it would be ad" aotngeous that alillgricultural produce should be sold nnd 
. f weighed in the puLl ic markct. ? "-(Ans.) '" 1 think such a coursc would be very desirable ; but, 
" at present, the market Ilcc(">tnmOdlltion is totally inndcql1nte to admit of sllch 1\ course; nnd I feal' 
u that the merchnllts might be opposed to such an arrnngement , unless very ample market aCCOlUmo
U dntion, properly 10cRted, were devised." 

Ur. \ Villiam Livingston, the most extensive merchant in the town oi Westport, where corn is also 
sold and weighed fit the merchants' stores, states (I~t page 239, Q. 800) ;-

Q. "Would yon approve of n ~enernl market, with sufficient accommodation, in which a n the 
f( agricultural produce brought into the town shou ld be sold and weighed! "-A. "I think tha.t if a 
" mnrket of thnt k ind were established, it would be n gre.'Lt advantage to all persons. I should, tor 
" thc public good, be strongly in favour of such no nrrnngeml'ot , n.lthough it might be inconvenient 
" to myself; but I do not think I should consider my own convenience, in n matter uffecting the 
. f public good." 

At Gnlway, where there is no market accommodation, t he Rev. Peter Daly states in evidence 
(p'''. 538, Q. 1,643) :-tl "'Vhllt would he your opinion of 'n genernl IIlar·ket, in which all the ngricultural produce 
" brought into the town liihould be sold and weighed? "-A. U I would be decidedly i u favolll' of 
If such (\ market, whatel'er it mi?,'ht cost, ns I think it would be much more satisfactory t.o the 
" f,Lrmers than the present system.' Q. " Would the merchant s objt!ct to such nn u.lTangemeut" p
I< Some of t hem might, but they could have no reasonable objection t.:> it. Tbi!i', I think is tho 
" genf'cml impressino of the town commissioners, u.s we have frequently discussed the question." 

.Again, in Roscommon, wbere there is no market accommodation, M r. Charles B lakeney st ates, in 
p<lge 460, Q. 1,457 :-

f : I think :l. market, in which nIl ngriculturnl produce !!hould be sold and weighed, would be 
" satisfn.ctory to thc farmers; and I rIo not think the traders could object to it, though they might 
n think it more beneficial to weigh in their o ........ n scales." 

At Clonrnel, where there is no public market, Mr. J a.mes Hughes, page 1655, Q. 3,868 to Q. 3,876, 
states in evideDce :_ .1 

.: Would you be in fa,'our of n public market, provided that proper c..'1re WIllJ tnken to esta.blish one 
f : on lIounl1 principlE!S, with an active and efficient IItaff to work it 1 "-" Unquestionably I would." 
"Do you think it would be ndvantngeou$ to both buyer lI.ud selleri"_ c<I do, as it would place each 
" upon on equality." " Do you think it would cawe delay 1 "_:I Quite the reverse. It is true wc 
" cOllhi not get our corn to the stores until after the close of the market, but that triB.ing dehv 
.. would be more than ove"balnnced by the gren.t beonefit.i which it would confer on the buyel' and 
I: seUer in particular, u.nd the public in general." .: You conlJidel' the IJl'esent system of weighiu o- in' 
" private, offen facilities for pmctising fraud 1"_" Decidedly. If I now choose to commit £r81~d I 
" ca.n do it, because there is no check upon me." Cf Ha.e you heard of complaints against buyers 
"for weighing frnuduJently1"- u Ye!l." " Would you be in fnvour of buying by one u nitorm 
"weight all over the country1"-U I would." U Do you t hink the fairest plan would be to abolish 
U nll deductions' "- - " I think it would be most desimble j nnel with redpect to delay, fiS stat~d by n. 
" former \Vitnt: ~II, in .the delivery (If the corn :It the IItorc.~, the! fo. rmer COllld deliver his corn afler 
U market, and t~e merChant's men could be there to receive it. If there wns 1\ corn m:\rkf.' t and 
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" COmll"" tiun tho f:mllcl' would never "0 to the private tltO I'C~. IU III ally ignnl'iL.llt. 11Ia l1 cUll td tell what 
..,1>1 1:1 . I ' " 'I ') I ' I I I' 

" WM <loinfl'. I would wi:.;1! to flce the l'lyl'l l!l1l1 (j,II'ne, (Jilt Heru, • 0 you t. Ull ( I. Ie "Iu'mel' would 
" ob',-' to"'" ch:Il""c 1'01' wei·.b in r, his t:uru i ll a pn l,Ii ,\ Illa rkl: 1. 'I "- " I dll 1101. look ll l'nli the Cn:!t of 

~ -vL •• t"> ., 1:1 .1 I ' I II I ' t'" '1' " wcighi llg: :tHY grieVl~ncc :It all 011 the limllc.l', : ~IIU . am \',,: rI,:u n H! Wil li I 11I 1~ II I.lC(·',t .. ~) It. . '~ .I,uln 
I( you wUlIlll be liw the l:~ ta\ J li :.; hi ll~ o[':~ public lUarket , Imv 1tl~ all protIHl :' ~ wClgl lOd 11111;, :l1i:lllllllnhng 
" the wci .. hts all o\'er h cla.nt11 "-'< I wOll ld." 

At Wntcr l'ont, we find Mr. Hugh ,N .:viu:;, :\ eOI'll lIu.:rdutll t, t:itl' l.lll~ly atlvu"al i ll~ a pul ,lic Ill : u:kc~ 
in prtge 1095, Q. 4,226 to ,.1:,2:10:- . .. _ ' . 

,( 1 think tl pllblie corn lIlarket I ~ al most, I II !ll~Jlel~~:\hlll here. r commie I' t.1 I1: . ,! "·t!.~cn; :;YIi~Cln 
" decidedly obieetiollable; antl I t.hink the S:lUle Oil.lC(\t,lo!lrl apply to thtl IUlt.tel' tratl t:. ").tlll tlllllk 
" n. pnLlic I11 m:kcL alld !Jullli !.! scales lbe J.i,i n,,, t, tc, t 1 "-" '1 110." "~ :; a bUyl\!' you Wllllltlllot olljt:ct 
" to 11 puiJlil: lHat·kcl ~"-" Arl1\ buyer .l woulli ~~11 lUo~(. frclpuJIltly tn lu !\ltI llI :u'kd., wllt:rtl I l:nlll1ot 
" I:rO there nuw," H .lII:l public 1!lH rkeL all pmti,' ~ woulc l he 011 1111 cl ill a l i ~y! "--" '!'li tly wouhl." 
,'( You thi nk the huy{'r!l wou ld not obj t:ct. to a pttbli.c m:~rkct ·~ ,,_ ,I I Iln, Iwl, tll! ctl~~t'~Y /)n~ ~h {~111 c l." 

:Mr. Porter, Mayor of Kilkell l1 Y, ami VCI'Y eXkll1ilVt! eOI'll m Cl'ch:Ult-1I1 p:lgl' I / :IH, l~~ :1,::'06, ~ tl\t~ 
in cvidencc :- . 

Q,- ,( 'Woultl yon hc in lil \'o1l1' oE. I~ gell crnl 1~\!I1'ket , in . I~ conveni(;Jlt I( H.::~l i!.)', wiLh ~ IIUicicn t 
U :\ccommouation, Il llU UlHlct' ~he SUpC1' lIl tc l.~d~ u cc of sworn wCI?h tll l\stCI'8, :mcl oltlt~t llg all :L~I"I I ~ II.lt ~lrnl 
f< p l'ocluce to be sold :\lId wClghed therc ? -" t , wO~llll. I thm k by tho ,PI'C!lOli t ~ystcm ~rcltt I1lJ llry 
<C is done ooth to i lic bliyel' anu the 1;(:l1 cl'. I 1.llIlIk It woul41 be flo pl'otcduUl t o thc hUllc:-i t huyer and 
" the hOliest seller." 

A t Sligo, Mr . • Tamcs Simjlf:on, 1\ farmer, state~ in c\'ide.ncc,y :tg? :ii2, Q. 1 ,I7,~ :--. . 
"I was once upon :\ jury, whero 11 p:Ll' l llCI' III IL IlIcrcanta le finn wa~ cOllvwl:cd 01' l] cfmmlmg a 

" f.~Tmer ill the wei"ht of l\ lond of C01'lI, to the alllollnt of fo rt.y- fi ve ~tunc. T he C:lS(,1 W:l:l l'emoved' 
" by ' certiurari I to the Quee n's Bell ch, :md the l ~l'occ~c1illg:-l , ( p l~:-i !lcd 'Jill" :-i ! ~ l lH! irrl!g:III ,u·ity .. , 

f( A pr:lctice is prevalen t amongst the hUY CI'd at havmg ::'pIOS ill t lw pllhlre 1II!ll'ket.':4, amI It :~ r,.u:mcr 
" gets his corn weighctl there, they, give notice to the mCI'(~hll l1~S, Wl.lO, wl lell tim COl;I~ ~I,lIes to be 
<f wei,rhed at thcir stol'es, will Momct llnc" aHow mure ti llUl the wClght III the lltal'kct. .lI1It! IS douo to 
I~ ue:::~ive the farlUc'r, and enable them, tho merchant:!, to keep up thn SY1ih'lH of Fra ll!l which provails, 
.. und they would not do eo, if tha COl'n h:w not been previous ly woight·d.!' 

A ga.in, in Q. 1,lH :_.U Would ynu bl' ill favour of a At' llf:l'fl l IIHll'kc(-, ill whic~h all ngri cnltur:1.1 
If produec t;hould be sold and weighed ?"-" I would , it would be [L vC l'y great aclvHll lngc to the 
U fill"mer," 

MI'. J\'1ichacl Urcw, wci~~hlllastc l' at Kih'lI !1h, ill hi~ cviclclI cc, Jl:t!.{I! I flHH, (l . :l,!J·l:1 ;--
"])C) ynu kllow of nny fl'll uc l~ hcing commit.t.ed iu ti ll: IV l· i~h i lig int 1tL' mll l'chllIlL~' :-; tm'CA ,~ .. -q Yes, 

" J !lfI,v~ IOllm! ill every buye\,'A storc ill. ]( 1I 1" 1I5h, Ir:mcls J1I'.u: t i~\!d , aud have tlxpu:-il·d Lhnm to the 
( I countr)' people. 'f he Ill cI'dmnt'i 111'cf('l" wc:g:hi llg: i ll tlteir uwu 1lt.(lI'CS j <Lllll if 11 li ll·tlll l l· iusistrl upon 
H' having hi); C:Ol"1I wei!.titci l ill the 1I1ad,ct ~calc,; d uo! lIIe l'c1ulll~ will h,ml it \\·c:ig-I u.!!1 tlll 'l'!' fnl' hi lll, but 
<c they will give n halfpenny a stOLIC higher tq :my iiL1'mcl' who will h:~vo it. wcighc!l ill t hei l' own 
" Stc. ]·Cfl. l knew n. fr:'1.u(l cOllunittecl :l.t 0110 Ilf !lw mCl'ch:tllt:-i' I:I tol'e:-l, wiH' rc thl'e!l h:t~ :-I of (~Ol'n worc 
« rcturned f\.~ wcighing .fillll' st(JllC ((Iul It-lm!f lc.~s tl um their rcal weigh t, Homo ui' the IIlc l'chanu 
I: havc private marks, by which they know wlmt ill weighed i .. the m:u'ket, atui if the (;01' 11 11II t! hcon 
" weighed in the IlUu·ket., they will tnkf! emc tn rctu l'fi i t at the S:tllll' weight.." 

Q. 2,fH4,- ·cc 'Would you bo ill I; ~vou r of :L general mnrket., Ul ul C'l' the 6I1pel·i ll\.!:ncil'lIee !If IL Hworn 
" weighmllster, with sll ffieieut a<:.colll l ll Oth~tio ll , and an el1icient Ht.aft; ill wlt it:h 1d l L1H: agl'iell lLllrai 
Ir produce brought into the tO Wll ~houlu bc sold aull wcigl ll'd ?"-" I wHuld, It. iM 111411'0 wanting in 
U Kilrush than in most other towne, The clerk at Lile IlIcl·clumt.-.' I"ll oretl (: lI tel' :-i the WL·OIl:.f weights, 
U and they \\180 thumb the 8cales thel"t', and in the.'Il! W:LYI"l get JUO"C weig ht titau they IU'! entitlcd 
" to," 

Mr, J ohn Mullen, far.mer and genernl merchan t, at N!\v:~n, pngc 73, Q, 21 H:--
<c Have you any soggt'Stiou or informo.tion YOIl would WiHh to offcr '? "_" [c{lusid\.'I' tlmt thc want 

If of prolle l' murket nccomro.odation is tI sC1:ions loss to t ho flu'mer, more pal'ticuilu'iy to the poorer 
" cla .• ~es, A merchant $.,'tj(l to me a short t ime ago, thn.t he would give a gl'eat don.l .to knolv the 
" £crmers !u well as tile old merchant.s of the town knl!w them. A8 he \voulcl thl'1l know who 
,; wciglted their CUl'~ at hOUle, cUlU who uitll1ot, ami ho wo uld giyu lIi.lpCIW l1 l ~ b.I1'rcllHul.'u ·to a: mUll 

" who h:lll Dot weigltl'd nt home," .' . 
Q. 219,-" Wpa.t. udvantn~e would thllt be to t.he I,lcrchall ts 1 "-" Why ho could make morc t.1lan 

" that by weighing it himself." .. , 
At B n.llinrobe, pllge 291, Q. 959, Mr . • Tohn Martin ShE'l' ida:n, inspector of weinhts and ' metl~ures, 

states :-" In one case 1 knew !\ petson convicted for placing a mnn Il.S n wci '~l~ ill the l!:cale~. I 
U pUl'ch:lsed a Imck of corn for the purpose of ascertaining if such was thc ol~e, und 8ent it to be 
"wejghed. The sack Wi~ l'elUl'neUnS weighing six stone sl~ort of it!! real wcight, nnd the way it was 
cr made so much less WllS, that the man that was pl~ccd In the sta-les to represcnt fi;wrtecn 8tone 
(f stood upright in the scale, nntl by foroing the b(J!~m 1llJwrous with hi s hnnci, mucie the weight of the 
ff &'\ck six stones lighter than it really was," .' 

A t Westport, page 25 1, Q. 825, Mr. J ohn ~f:crtin Shcd<1an, il1Mj)CCtOl' uf wtli"hts mnl mel\SllreS, 
~tl\tes :_I( J-b,vc .you obtained eOllvietioM ug:!.lnst llOY l'osllcclnb 0 llCl'MUlll! ? ",:: •. , I have ncrnillst 

11 " , 0 d 
U almost every respectn 1 e peraon 111 tillS town, except M ossrli. Living-stone, l'inkol'toll, a1l 

H ThompsolI, .1 think the greatest f:ai.l?s arc committed in the COll:Qtl'y Itt private Bcales and miJl~ 
If wher e they do not cha.l.'ge for weIghmg, but merely keep ecoles fot' thp. 'con-venionoe or their 
"ctlstomere. In those cases they almost always lp.an to the bnyers; and the man weighing 
, fl'equentIy re('.ehes mon py fl'om tht'm, to give them n greater wejght than they nre entitled to. 
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" Thnt pmcl:ce is t')uTied on . cry extensivel," at C lal'cmol'ri:!, and the pOOl' tiU'lllc rs who call1lot lake 
" their corn to n. distance are robbed." ::l26, Q. H Are the f~lrmer5 aware thnt they are not fairly 
(: dealt with 1 "-" They nre, and cannot help it; and in return practise rrandi:l in the sackio .... of 
" their corn, to meet th e imposition in not having their COI'D weighed correctly." ~ 

At \Ve~tport , MI', 'I'bady GOl'lll:1.n, nt p. 2.53, Q. 830, states: _'r Iu sellin].! butter ~rcat fm.uds nrc 
" committed by both buye r nud lIeBel'; by the buyer ill senc1illg pcr;;oll3 tu th e country to purch3.3c 
" butter, nuu prorn i.;.illg a lUuch higher ~ricc than they will C'l'ive when it is bl'OUJ~ht to their store; 
" antI by the ~ell er. In frn:ml ulenUy m:l.k,~ng up the buttcr. Very fraudulent weIght s are nlso used 
" by the buyer, u.s the police wcll know. 

Q. 8:33. "Cnn ):Oll sll~!:!;ellt any remedy for the .evils"You haye detai led? "-" I n.1U sh 'ongly in 
" f:\"our of n public m:1.tKet:, such as hns been oE'scl'lbed. ' 

At Athlone, Mr. \VIII. Q'Shnughue;:;.;,Y. p, 707,~, j,150. £ays :_H I wish to state, that in sOLlle of 
" the lUer~hnnts' stores in thi-i lown, theil' sc~d e.;; nrc hu ng n.t l~ distltllce excecding: Dille iuches froUl 
" the g,·ound. In onc inat:1.11 Ce, I knoll' n. seltle which is at ICllst two feet froll1 the ground, and the 
H oWlier of it req ui" es dOlvn weight. r thiuk it would requi re one 8'touc weight to bring those scales 
" [loom st,'),nding: UClI llI to dow n weight:' 

Q, c. ~Vollid you be in fiwour of' the establishing fI. gcnel'fl.1 mu,l'ket such as r tlcscl'ibe<1 to ~ former 
" wit lless? "_H 1 would th ink it would be morc satisfactory to thc fiu·mcl' ." 

In pt\ge 10.20, Q. 2,865, :Mr. F. ::ipnight, President of the Chamber of Commerce, Limerick, 
etates:-

Q. " Do you consider tllilt the system of w~ighing ill private storell is very objectit1nable '? "
A . u I llo; 1 think every thing 8{Jld i ll the town should be weighed in the public scales, which 
" pl'C\'ents an open for fmud ." 

We could refer to evidence of a similar uature in almost every mRrkct town we "igited~ a" tho 
merchants, with one or two solitory exceptions, expressed themselves ()f the Mille opinion, :md the 
sellers were everywhere unnniUlous in expressing' their anxiety and rerulincS1l to pay any l'ct\Souable 
charge fOi' good lIHl.rkct accommodation, which they all agreed it slloultl be compulsory, when 
estnblished, to make u se of , 

Indeed the advlllltnges of' a well-cond ucted public market t.o both buyers nud sellers cn.n scn.l'cely be 
over-rated. In such the pl·oducer i~ sure to obta.in under the influence of fair competi t ion the 
highest price that the circumstn.nces of the market can n.fford, and the additional benefit of having hi$ 
produce fairly weighed. T he purchasers, on Ihe other hanll, Rore 0.11 plnced ,)n an equality in the 
regnrd of bnying nml weighing, an'a have the ndmntagc of being sUI'e of l'ocoiving what they contract 
for, which at pl'~8eut ill :my thing but certain. A fni r OpOIl market if; the retore of the gren.test 
benefit to the honc!<t, farmer nml thf': ~ti r dealer j is no impediment l l) (he fl'eC' (:our:.e of trade, :'Lnd i:1 
a rcostraint on ly upon the ,liilhoncst purchaser. The nl'"t ~top in the pl'Ol,p'C!!lI or: improvement must 
be the abolition 1)£ pl'ivltte nnllthl' cstabli5hlllent <o f pu blic weighing; t lll.l cost of the latter \\'o ult} be 
nothing in eumpnl'isou to thc deduction:>; and lo!:!scl; which wo have all'eally fully detlm·ihe(l as 
resulting from the formel' mode. ' Vc find the L cgi",lnturo 3livc to the illJ{lOltnnce uf public mark ets, 
n.n d fL precerlent in recen t lcgislation fOI' the COUl'SP. wc have '·cntul'cd to s uggest. 

T he 10 Vic., c. 14-c'The F airs lUld M:Ll'kcts C lauses Act" (wli ic.h extent}s only to lUfLl'kets 01' 
fnirs establi shed under the nutllQrity of nny Act. of Parliamellt, which sho uld Jeclnro this Act to be 
incorporated thel'ewith), prohibits, in sect ion 13, sale:! elsewuere th:m in mnrkets. under a penalty not 
exceeding forty shi lling:!. T he limit.ation of the Act prevel\t~ its full opm:a.tiorl, but still the important 
principle of confining sa.les to market is l·ecognised. 

T he Belfast I mpro'lelllPnt Ae(8, the S :uul 9 Vic., sess, 1845, and 10 Vic., se!>s. 1847, both 
conUlin similar clnuscJ:I j nnd the" Atblone Abrket n.nd CUi:ltOIUS Act," [Lild U L ondonderry Itllp~'o\'e
l.Dent Acta," nl'e inco'1)ora.tcd with the" Fairs and Markets Clauses Act of ltlH.n And sRles of 
agricultural produce nre t hus prohibited out:;icle the market in both these towns, But these Acts 
must he considered detective, innsmllch as they make the person !:Id ling, or exposing fllr EnJe. any 
murket commodity, e."'>:cept in thc market p1ace~, the only pn.rty lillble to a. pennlty. 

I t WIlIl I'epresented to 118, that in thf'se t ow ns the l:!el1cr~ freqllent ly commit such offences, by 
reason of the' ignorance of the law, or by l'erulOIl of inducelUent.s held ont t o them by pUl'cha.ser.; who, 
under the pretext of · advising the seller to evooe the tolls, are enabled to purchase such mar ketable 
Comiliodit.ies tl.t a pl'iee below the market mte; n.od that the penalties prov ided by the Acts f'Or these 
offences shou ld be imposed upon the buyer as well as the seller, . 
. At·Cork it is made compulsory by the Loca.I Act, 3 Goo. I V., c . 711, to sell all corn, hay, straw, 
piga, &c., in the p ublic market j nnd nny pel'son $(!lli1t!l (}1' buying 'elsewhere is lia.ble to u. penn.lty nolo 
eX,ceeding £6. This Act doee not make it compulsory to wei~h in the public market; but the 
trustees by their byelaw!:!, which havc the a.uthority of un Aet ot Pal'liament, compel a ll ' partiel:! to 
weigh in the public murket; and this regulation WII.S made, Ive are in formed, in cousequenee of the 
necessity that wne felt to put a atop to t he frauds whieh were practised frolll "/eighing in private . 

. Bu t it i~ impossible to deduce a. stronger nl'gumerit in favour of our recommendn.tion thaD the case 
of Limer ick. 111 t hn.t towu, the necessity· ,fo l' estab lishing one unifm'\U sYfltelll of buying :lnd 
weighing, nnd nbolishing a.11 deduetion~, and checkin g the mmds prrtctiscd in weighillg whieh werc 
of da.ily OCCUl'reuce, becalDe so indispellli!D.bly ncce;sary . that a pl'ivp.te Act was obtained last session, 
at Considerable expeDse, which e:(prel'sly prmrides, that all u.grienltuul pr()duce shnU be both sold 
aud \\Ieighed in the public market, and all produce weighed net. 'nncl paiel for ,yithout nny deduction 
whatsoever. We co nceive, where oue of the most import:1.11t trudillg ' cowmll nit.ics in thil'l country 
volunturily pInca themselves under these regulations, 90 a~ to inslire fa.ir :md lIpright de.'l.lillg,'this 
circulllstance ntiords pretty good evidence of the neee'~ity ot' t he meMUTe, nnd leads us to t hink tha.t 
the-sam&{ll'Ovisionrmay-safely-lrn-introduced into-any general mea.eure-for ·the better m(l,n~crement of 
the markets in Ireland. ,'.,- , - . . ' 1 • 
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9. THE BUTTE1~ TIlADE IN IRJ<;LAN D. 

The butter trade has cnO'nfJ'ed our attention in n. degree proportionate to its importance, and 
00 

l'cqnil'es to be specially noticed . . . 
The export of firk in ~tluer from, I~danrl to ~JlglIl1H1, Scotland, a.nd ~o~'e lgl1 COll,ntrlee" ~o~' the past 

yeltT, has Lct:l1 calcuh~ted at two lIullions or fi,rkI08. and vnlucd .It fivo 111111jOH~ I:Ite rl lll~ . 11l1!~ cal,culn. 
tion dues not include the qualltity cxport<'!d '0 cror.k~ and .lun~p!l from t he nOl,th IIf Irelllnd, which is 
very consitlel'n.ble. The extent of' IIUlu thrown out of cultivation of ll~~e yenrs ,llns tcndc~ ~en.t1y to 
incrense the supply of better, and it is consirlcred ~Y persons well qualified to f01'1ll ~n oplUlon upon 
the ~uhject, t hat the quantity of butter produced 1U Ireland run.y be nel~rly doubled 111 the Cou rRe of 

the next fe\? years . . r. 
Up to tbe ),e8ot· 1829, the trade was gove~ned by the pro~lslons ~f the 02 G (·o .. l1l., c. 1:14. The 

Dlllllerous regu lat ioll£! of this Act w(;re considered at th~ hm~ nn, lIltc..rc~(lncc with th.c freedom of 
tram!.; nnd the rights of property, The farmer£! cOlllpl:uoed of b~lIlg obliged to submit to nnd pny 
for an inspection wh ich WItS mrely properly per~ol'Dled, :,\5 the mapec.tol's wel'n, 'Lcc~l :;!ed. of tnkmg 
hribes, both in money anu drink, nnd of pel'fol'lmng the lmpOl'tn~t dutl~S of Ihell' office m. Il. IJarliol 
anu impro per !Ununel'. The merehn.nts, on the othel' hund, complamed of the he,wy p~tul.hl~S which 
werc attnched 10 nny l\ltero.tion of the inspector's brn,nds, :~Jltl also. thnt b,lI tte!' tI:nnsm~ tted trOl~ the 
interior, for shipment at :my port (with the exceP:l0n of WlUcrforcl), alter havlllg, III eOllll'itnnce 
w.ith the law, Leen inspected, weighed, and branded m the cOllntl'Y market, WII:! compelleu to undergo 
n repetition of t he p!'UCC!S at the cranes in the exr:ort to\V~l. . . , . 

The l'eO'ulations :dS'O with ,'e'mrd to thn manufacture. 1l1SpcCtloo, :11111 or:lIlCJIUg' of cmpty firktn8, 
were not properly carried (.llIt., a~ld :~ffol'ucd fll,cilitif!3. :l?d createc1 temptations ~~ 1 t' fra.uuu lcnt evasions. 
SI:ich was the stntc of thmgs. In 1829, and 1~1l pnrtles the!l appeared ~nxlOu8 1.0 l?lIt a~ end to 
restriction:! nnd reguhttioll8 which h:\d become Insupportahle Irom the pllrLllIl manne r III wluch they 
were !1dministered. and IlU the old butter Act'S were repealed by t he 10 Geo, IV., c. 4 1, und the trade 
set frce f .. om legi~lativo control, 

The chancre, however, £l'om a system of multiplied restrictioDs to one of perfect fl'eedom hilS not 
proved l18 s~ccessrul as wn.s anticipated. The gcnerul feeling of the most extensive merehltnts in the 
trade awen.r.s to lie, that the quality of the butter, genentlly, over the whole country has ueteriorated 
in consequcnce of the nbsence of inspection, more pnl'ticularly that pOl'tion mllnufacture!l for the 
fnT(~i"'n market. A lIum,ber of small mut'kat9 hnve 111::10 been established throughout tbe country, :md 
firkil~ butter is purchI1:;cr! in the oouth of Il'eltlml in thelle mmkets; "by lump," without heing either 
weighed or inspected. T his practice hILS tendt·d morc t.hau any uther to m;lko the pr~~cel' cu.relcsa 
as to the quality of his butter; and by frnudulen t packing tl.1ld I\dultcmting Lhe article, nou othcr 
wnys, the farmer ende2\'OUI'S to take ever}' advntl lnge of the merchant, who, on his pllrt, seeks to 
retaliute upon the ti~rmcr. In t he north, thu frnnds on the part of both buyer!:! IIIHI sellers hnve ILiIHOtit 

ext.inguished the trade in firkin butter, a,nd it 1::1 now 8011.1 ill lumps or crocks. In murkets where the 
butt<3r is sold, ill spected. and weighed nt the merchnnts' store!:', both pn1'lie::l eomplaincd bitterly of the 
system, and were most anxious for its termination. The merch!\Dts cOlUlJlniued 111' fraudulent pllcking, 
and of firkins with wrong tares brnnded 1m them. The farmers, on the other hllnd, were equally 
loud in their ReClI&l.lions of dishonest weighing and inspection, lIod of uOl'enaonaLlc charges :lnd 
ueduction~. In some mn,rkets we found thnt 11.1\ parties had volunto.rily returned. to Ihe moue of 
inspection Wld weighing, which, under the old Act, was coosidered so o ppressive. An.! in Limerick, 
lhe locn! Act oLt3ined last session mnke£! it compulsory to have nil butter weighed and jll~peeted in the 
public market. 

By fill' the in.rgest and moe:t important butter market in Ireland is Cork. The qUlmlity sold ill that 
m:~\'ket fot' the last year e.'\eeeded 340,000 Jirkins, nnd produced over £t:lOO,OOO. Nt'al'ly all ~ho 
bulter fot' the foreign DHU'ket which comes from Ireland is supplied frOIn Cork. And we fiud thnr, 
notwithstanding the establishment of new markets in Kerry find in the county Cork, and the in
creased supply sent t~ the neig~bourin.g b,utte!' ~arkells of Tippera.ry undo Limerick, the butter passing 
through the Cork welghholl!!e 1::1 steadily mcrenslt1g every year. ImmedIately beful'e the passing of 
the 10 Geo, IV" c. 41 (in 1827 ), the qUllntiry hrought to tIle Cor:C weighhou!!c for ifiSiJection \l"U 
260,190 firkins. In the year 1850, the uumber inspected nmounted to 342,260, The nrrllllgementll 
nncl regulations which h8.\'o fo~tered and matured the butter trade of Cork m'e therefore, well 
descl'viol!: of cOllsideration. 1 ' ' 

The committee of mel'~han ts, on the repeol of the old Act which regillated the trade in Cork. C8Lll
bJished a. butter market, wh ich it is optional with the buyel' or selJel' to make use of. All per80lls 
who choose to deal in this mnrket are, howe"f'!r, required to subscl'ibe to a series Ot regulations which 
ha.ve been. adoptp.d from time to, time fo r the purpose o~ rest raining fraud a~d preserving the integrity 
of die braud .. AU .blHtt'r E'otel'lllg the market 18 RubJect t o tbe most ptrlngent inspection; but the 
brand of quality Will not be nffixed unles~ the butter be sold to n. penon who has su1J~cl'ibed to the 
le~l!l.t,ions. 'I'lli' Mrnl1gements for. inspection nnd ilTnuding nre good. The inspection appears to be 
{rudy performed, nnd the eha.rges, m the. market Ilre . reasonable. Regulation!! have, witbin the lust 
few months, been adopted 10 prOVide agalDst the s(JnklOg (If casks, by deductinrr the nctua.l proof tare 
of each firkin wl1~n it anivcs in the market, M it was found that the 8ysta~n under which empty 
firkins. were branderl fresh from the block two pounds over their actuul weight j ond the rule of 
deducttng n. per-centnge tare, at. the rate of t wenty pounds per cwL on the graes wei'f!ht even though 
the CI'n-ne brand on the firl .. in should be less, had led to very mischievous results, the tar~ers trying to 
meet these deduction by steeping their firkins in water, often in ditches und boghole:3; thus rendering 
them quite unfit to contain 80 delicate an article M butter, 

1 l 'idt Report of Colnmit~ of Merchants, Cork eviden.ee. 
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Notwithslnndiug, howc\-er. the commendation which we lmve hnd the ple:lslll"C t.o be enabled to 
bestow au the n.\"mnge~nellbl of t,ll :s market, we found tht~t the Inuded proprietors and farmers of t he 
neighbourhood complnmed that It was not 8uch a volnnt:u-y estnblishment as i t. wna described to be, 
nnd they objected to the constitut.ion of the committee, who regulated all matte rs eonnccted wilh t he 
market, and on whicb t1~ e Ilgricultumi intl'!rest was not represented, Tht:y also objected to the nwde 
of t'lriD~ the empty firk lO~, fwd to the d educt ion under the: name of be:~mag:e or tret. In reply to 
these obj ections, we have nlrc."ldy observcll that the com mi ttee have ac.lopted a l'Agu latior. with regard 
to the empty firkin s, which will prcvent any ground of complaint on that head. They also cxpre~3c<1 
their perfcct readiness to pl;'lee a fai t, number of country gentlemen on their comminec, p rovided they 
would nttt'ud j and th e chief grouu(l Ot well,founded complnint nuw appeal';! to be the deduction or 
tWIl pound:!' benmnge from every firkin, 

We conceive, nevt"rthelesll, tnat the Cork !Jutter weigh ho1l8c i!! ii~i rly conducted, and thlud, in all 
important pn.rticu lnrfl, successfully gllardell against; and the high estimlltion in which. Cork butkl' is 
Ul1iversn.ily held i!'l uudeniabk The 1ll03t objectionable pal"t or t.he system is th e mode of fixin~ oneh 
un.y's price, which is done by It commi ttce of the !Juyers, nnd the si!lIel"~ :U'C, in :~ grent deg-rt'e, bound 
by their decision, But here, ngn in, we had evel'y reMUII to belie V£! thllt. :l ~ystetn which might lIe 
unsou nd in principle, nnd directed t o improper ends, lmd Dot, in thi~ i llst!tHCe, operntcd inju riously to 
the producers, who olways l'6ceive thc full vn.lue of their butte!', AmI wr' IllILP. t, in justice to thi ~ 
mnrket, ob£erve, that nlthough the nppoiutment of t,he inspecto!"o nll,l the whole BUl ff is in t he ),nnds 
of the buyers, who ii'a rne all the rule~ and regulations, null though the whole lOachinery may appenl' 
more £01" the ad vantllge uf tho mel"cluUlt thall the producer, !:It ill the power dClf!s n(lt IIppear t ,l hllve 
been abused, The tmtle appears t o have ]1l"ospereil ; nnu we fi nd fhnt !he charge:,; in th e market art! 
lower, the mine gi\'en in the shnpe of' accommodation, inapection, weighing, &e., i~ better, :~nll the 
deductions frOtH the g l'OSS wcight for baumage, &c" nrc 1e:;8 than iuany buttcr market which wc 
visited in Ireland, 

The ueteriorntion in the quality of t he buttcr , generally. throughout Ireland, may, in n gr c.",t 
measurE', be atb'ibuted to thc improper state of t he firkin.s ; :1.S, sincp. the repeal of the st iltult't! 
prescribing the size, weight , fi nd qllnlity of the cmpty firkin s, t he cooper .. h:we become less p:uticular, 
anri make the firkius Ilf had nnseasoned timber, and bl'nntl 0 11 them:l fL'tltuiuient tnTe, t it us adding :i. 
fnlsific.'lt icn in wei~ht t o the deprcClat ion in q u:tlity. The fM'merli, ah:'lo, nro in the habit or soakin~ 
the firJ.;ill~, so as to incrclIAe their weight, and thesc practices :Ire stated to have led to t,he deduetiuns 
fol' t!'ct. Ilwl bemnflg'>, :IIlU the chnrges on t he part ,If the hIl Y(l1"s, whinh we ha\'e before def:crihcll. 

All thcRe ci l"cum~jJLu cCS comhi nctl have given ri~e to a vory general desi re tIllI oug buyers ltn tl 8cl lcl"1'I 
for thc inl;rodncti(lll of some system, !to con3tructed as to combine the Ittl vnntn.gc ,~ of frep. trade witli 
those of regulations whieh expf~ricnce liM Jlrovcd to he ulleful, and w iliell it is n ow found i t wna 
inexpedient altogethcr to dispem!b with. We should, thereforc, recummclIu that all butter brough t 
into ovel'y ma\'k~t to wn i'ol' sllle ehouhl be both sold and weighed in lite publi c JIJ :1 rket, tl l!~t i t should 
be weighed net~ nod llll deduct,ions abolillheu but the actu:d taro of tItn em.pty firkin or cn:!k. 

W e believe inspection, if honestly PCl'fOl"Uled, to be of thc ~1'e:\ tCdt llcnc fit to t he prod ucer, t hc 
exporter, and the consulIIer. nnd tlULt thc regulat ions which have been l lltcly ndoplCa M Oork with 
regard to thn inspection a nd weighing of emply f-irkill s before l'4al ~ will ho productive of t.he hest 
resuite. We fimnd aif:m 1\ stro ng feeling n.mong buyers and seli e rs in ncm'ly every IlHl.l"kct, in li\\'oul" 
of these reg-ulations; but we are, nevcrt hcle!U:l, not prepared to rccolllUlend t,hnt t hoy should be J1IaJe 
obligntory in nU butter Ilrllrkcl~ by any legnl provil:lion, We nre of opinion i t will b o belter t o ICltvc 
the buyers and se llors in ench telvn to follow the example of Cork, and cnter into such voluntary 
arrangements to effect t he:;e two obj ect:! AS t.hey lLlay sec good ; us W(~ believc) that WhCH (llIce thu 
buying and weighing in t he public 1Il :~rket beOtllllCS conventional, the gross fmudd Itt PI'Cl:ICllt Imu,~tisI'XI 
will, in 0. g re.'lt measure, be checkod, and th.\t tl!e urrnngemont,., 811ell a" IlI\ve been carrie!l (Jut:lt 
Cork with sllch advantag;f., wilt neces~lU"ily folio\\" , And these vohmttLry rcguhltio L1s will have thi~ 
additional nuvautn:?e, thnt they can bo vari ed according to the cireulll!1tnnccs of each towD, nUll pLIn!! 
and tests can he nrloptcd from time to time for t.he detection nnel prevention of frnud, as ne w ann 
in~enious , devices for frltudulcn t pnrlloses develop thcmselves-n r (!s ll-IL which could not be IlCCOll t
phshed by th e fixed provisions of oue Act of Parliament fol' the entire country, 

But nlthough we are not prepared to recommend compulsol'y iu :-tpectioll in every bntter marker. 
we wouM strongly urge the neces.sity of affording to those who volull tnl'ily place thcnu<'lved under 
such wbolesome regulations, so me legal authority LO upholtl tho in tegri ty of the market branc 
An~ we would suggest that where the mtljority of buyers a.nd sellers of butter in ' nny lIlarket n,re 
~nxlOUs thll t 1m i nspector shonld be appointed, they should memorial bis Excellenoy the L ord Lieu
tenant, who might dil'ect II. public meeting to be convened) at which a committee shonld be appointed, 
rellreaenting rairly the interests 'of both the merohants Ilud prudllcel'o i ImrJ that this committee should 
be empowered to select an inspector, and mlike byelaws to regula.te tho jn~pection of the butter, and 
the weighing and inspection of tho empty firkins, su~ject to the npprovu.l of the Lord L ieutenant. 
We would reoommend. that all butte l' entering such II. lIIprket, should be inspected ond weighed before 
sa.1e, but not branded j that when sold, eaeh purchnsel' should be at perfect Jiberty to dcnl with his 
bu~ter as hp. pleased, anu to adopt the mar'ket hrand or not ns he might see good j but if he -volun
~nly accepts the 8ame, severe penalties shou J be attached to any alteration of the brand, nnd to nny 
I,mpl"oper interference wit h the qunlity of the huttel' in the firkin. 

~bfl,t equnlly severe penalties should be attached t o any ti'o,uu 01' imitation of the market bennd, 
whle~ would lead parties to suppose that butter hat! beeu branded in t he market, when such in l'en.lity' 
was not the cnae, 

, '~e conceive that such tl eourse would combine the advan tages of wholesome regulation ('Lnd un
limIted freedom; would tend to improve and uphold the charoctor of the Irish butter j and t hat if 
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properly c.'wried. out. the saille desirable result lllig~lt ~c obtained in ~\'ery butter market in Ireland, 
as at Cork. where the committee Msert H that the iO)'{'!g:n merchan t will buy au t he chnn\.Cter given 
to o::ach ea.sk of outter by the inspector\; braud, as securely as he would ta,ke standard coin at its 
llssigned worth." 

10 . ~rHE D U BL I N ANn OTJn:R 'hLuutJ::'1'S, 1-IfolLD UN mm ~l'EClAL A OT S Of' IJAHLJAlIlNN'l' . 

The only markets QlIthorized by or held umler pJ' ivate Acts 01' P !wliamcnt that. Imvc not Lean 
noticed by Wi ;\3 yet, arc t he D ubl in, L onclondt:l'ry, and Belfu..'i~ lllill:kcts. 

The D uLEu Impl'oVClIlcnt Art of lR4-R (the 12 :l.nd 13 VlCtorl:L. ~h~p. 9.'). empowers the Lord 
Mayor amI Corpomt ion to tlStabl ish lle\~ mal ~et8 ~nd compen!:l!lte eXI&tmg mtcrcsb!, ~ u~ as yet no 
measure:; ha\'c been adopted to accomplish tillS deSirable oLJcct, and the markets rcmnm III the sarue 
unsatisf.'letol'Y state flS before the passing of th e A ct.. 

' Ve find the collun isaion ers appointed ill 1835, ttl inquire into the state or the municipal om-pam· 
t ions in I relall(l, in their Report on the city of D L1 blin , describing vcry fi li ly t.h~ stn~e of the severnl 
mlll'kel~, hlH] tile ImteDts, chnrlcl's, and Acts of llarlin.mcnt relating to each: As h ttlc un provemcnt, or 
ch:mge of nll y SOlt, has taken plnce since t1mt pe l'iod, i t is unnecessary for ~ ;;., thewfore, to do more 
than allude O'eneraUy to the state of t11e principnl mn.rket:..f', (or the sale of ngl'l cuhUl'al produce. 

There is ~o publio corn market, in D ublin, such as ill Cork, Belfns l, L imerick , nnd othcr Lowns. 
where the farmer brin0'8 in his produce in ~Icks, lind expose.s it to competition :ullongat the buyel'~. 
All (l'rain is sold by !!a~ul' le at the Corn ExcilanO'e, on Burgh.quay. which belongs to a joint stock 
comp:my, formed 1111<1 incorporated by royal cha rter. on the 6th Ma,y, HilS, nod over which the Lord 
l\I ayol' and Corporation have no control. 

This chnricr W :Hi (l'mnt.eu t o a. numher of persons named therein, who were d(::\1cI'9 in corn, and 
l'€'siding in thc cit yO of D ublin, lInder tbo name of the" Corn Exchange Bu!ll~ings' Company of 
H D ublin," fOl' the lJUl'posca of" foun ding. const l'ucti n)!, regulnting-, ami Jnnintn.mltl g all such build· 
" iugs aml other improvements ns they or their Sllccessors, in their corpomtc capaci ty, should deem 
H necessal'Y for the convenience of commerciul denling aOll intercourse, and for the u.ccomlllodntion of 
H persons eX6J.'cising trnde, and particularly the COl'll tra.de. within the city of D ublin ." 

There is DO other market fo1' the eale of ~rain in Dublin, T hc commissioncrs 0 11 mu nicipal cor· 
porations, in pnge 226 of their Report on Dublin, state :_H I t is wor thy of observation, t hat although 
f< the char ter of George I. g-ranLll to the Corporation the l'ight to hold n corn mark et, with all tolls; 
" nnd though the 25 Geo. Ill, c. 62, dil'ect3 them to hold a corll market., nonc such is i n fuct now 
'" held. The COl'll Exchange i:; not, l~ally speaking. a market, nor is t he \'i~ht to hold a. market 
" given to the company by th eir charter." 

'rho Corn E xcllUnge i:; opcn fO I' the sale of g'l'lun a ll Tuesdays Rlul F ridays, fro Ul 11 to 1 o'clock) 
nnd tlle husine!ls is altogethel' transacted through brokers, who pay t he company £ 7 lOs. each, yearly, 
for pel'lnission to keep n. stnli d therein, and t.hc SeHel'!\ :\1'6 obliged to dispose of t heil.· produce through 
one of th ese brokers, who chm'ge a commission of two nnd n-h:-M per cent. 

VotT c found t he incollvenience BIHI uncertn.inty that ncce~sl\rily result fl'om n. sample market, com· 
pla ined of in D ublin, ns well as in other parts C)f the country. I t WIIS st.. ted tlmt wh ere n. f.-J.l tnk~ 
place between the time of sale and delivery of p:\l'(~ols, tbe buyers red uced the price, on the grounds 
that the bulk is 1I0t eClllal to the sample ; in fllct the state of the mnl'ket at the time of delivery 
frequently regulllu$ the price to be pniJ , ami not thc terms of the contract . On the other hand, it 
nppCll.l'S that when t\ rise takes place after selling, some f:trmal's nre dishone.'1t enouerh to deli ver only 
a port ion of tile q UlI,ntity sold, unel in l!!.auy instances Ilone at all. 0:0 

' Ve have already pointed ou t the t\(Ivfl. ll tngc8 which we conceive rcsult fl'om the system of selling 
by parcel nud weigh ing in 0. well regulated public market j and we believe t h!tt it would nlways be 
found a rl vant. ... ..gcous to both buyer nnd seller to have the tl'ull8l1.Ction cio!;cd by t he article beillg in 
the mlLl'k et a t the ti~e of sale, a.~d .the delivery of it immediately tak ing pInee. 
. T he cuttle. market IS held at ~ml thfield on Monday and Thursda.y i n ell,ch week, anel is dp.scl'ibed 
In the D ublm Imp rovement Act as a free market, The sales in this market tnk e place through 
snl~nsteI'B, who charge .the :,ell~i's 2; per ee~t. commission. T be 10 Geo. 1 , c. 10 (I rish Act), 
l'cqUircs all ~esUlen to gH'e SeCUl'lty by recogmzance to the L01'd M.'tlyor. to account honestly, and 
~ .pay to their f'mployers the amount, of sal~, and to sell o~nly and ~vjthout fraud. and a {)eouIty 
lS unposed on :my salesman endeavourmg to hinder an owner from tlellillg his own cat tle. By the 
23 George II" c. 15, the nmount of this secUl'ity i6 increased to £1,000, and a p enalty of £100 ifi 
imposed on any salesman who shall act as such, witbout giving t he l'equiroo security. These two 
hUit Act.o; were Ulade perpetual by the 29 G eor,l!,u II" c, 8. and by t he 31 Georue II. c. 8 salesmen 
axe prohibited from being grnzie~ under a penalt.y qf £ 5 per week. 0:1" 

It appears t hat the provisio ns of these Acts are rarely complied with. W e were unable to a~ert 9.in 
(in cOllst'q.ue llce of the confused state of the papers and doollments belongiou to the old corporation) 
t~e e:t:1Ct n umber of .:;alcsmaste:3 who ha v.e entered into t he requ ired see~ity; but we find that 
sruce the new corporation ca.me mto office, III 1842, only three snlesmnatera have executed the bonda 
requ ired ~y the Act. A n d, we find the Munici pal qorporation Commissioners, in t heir R cport in 
1835, statJ.og that, at t hat t ime, thel'c were only ten hcensed snlesmnaters' so that we believe the 
grent majority of persons at preseut ncting as salesmen in tbe mtlrket b,we not entered into the 
r~~uired ~ec ur~ty; ,and (l very Itll'ge proporti on of t hem nre grazier s, in direot violntion of , the pro· 
V1810nR of t he ,n (:. eo. n " c. 8, . 

The market is nominally frec, a.mI Oll' ners muy sell without the interveution vr'.a s tI,ICSm;lster j b,ut 
tbis j ~ sclil~m pro.etiecd, ,o~ving to the impossib~l ity of, obtaining I t stunding: the entire market bei,ng 
occupled WIth the vena for ::hecp and the stlmdmga o! the ~ IlI e~nell, who rent the bou::es on eSt.c!J ,Side 
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of the market at cOllliillel'n.hly morc thAn their re:l] v~] ne , for th e r ight of frontn.gC', Ivhich t he OWnC1'4 
ship of the hO~lsc is :mpposed to cO~1Ver Extensivc gr:u::iers, .who I'egularly iuteurl the uml'ket :Uld 
di ,:po:e of theu' ow n cattle, are obhgeo, thCl'cforc, to (lnvCl thclI' Cflt,ll c 011 to n. snleslU:utel"e s ~alllhng, 
nnd to p D.y t he com mission of two allll a~haa p CI' cent, A llerwn who WilS :' oxiolts to become a ~a l es4 
mllstcr la tely, and t.o chnrge but three 1\(~IlCIJ in the pound cOlllmission, was una blc to obt:lin any 
i!!tllntlin :; in thc mal'ket, and is ohiigetl t.o sell ill one of the streett< ;ulj oillilll; t he Ul:~l"I,Ct. To make 
thi~ markct, th ereful'e~ in renlity wha t it. pl·ofe: .. ses to bc," a fI'cc market," it would requi re to he 
enhu·, red to' nc:trly d ouhle i t~ \u'e!'ent l'Iiz(', so ;\s to secure to auy :-,cller who may wi:o.h to dispose of 
his c~ul('. a slllnding without intel"fe l'inl! witl} the occupiers of houses on each I$ide (If the prt1sent. 
market! who claim :t vested r ig-ltl in OIl C hnlf of the street oppos ite c;lCh hOO!'le. 

T he hay and straw m nrk et is a lso held ILt Smithfield , on Taesday and Saturday in each week, The 
sales in this ma.rkct :1.1"0 also ~olldl\cred. ill 1II0st instances, through the int('rvention of fncto rs, who 
chnrge :l. commission of t.wo aml s..ix.penc(' 11t'1' tUII ,m hay, :.Llll.l Qu e am1 eight-pellce per tou un stm\\'. 
There :lore nine weigh-bl'idge~ in and adjoining tilt' 1I11U·kt,'ts, seven 1)[ wh ich are the pruper·ty of pr i \'l\tc 
individuals! some of' whom, it is 81ated, were apportioned by fonn el' lord mayo l'S, ami t hey a.1l 110W 

claim the right to kcel' a. weigh-bridge, ILnd dcmand wcighi ttg fecs. '1'wo weigh·hr illg-eil belong to 
the prcsent corpom.tion, who have appuinted !L wcig:llI ll :tslCl' to each. Ti le rec()glli s~( l charges for 
weirrhing arc one hal£pl?"nny pm· cwt, for hllY :tnd s!".r aw ou market dnys, and one flll·thmg pel" cwt. on 
otb:r clays. These chal'~res nrc considcred j'xorhitnllt, :lnd tUuollnt altogether, with t he t.:ommission, 
frequen tly to onc~sixth of t he value of the articlr:s I-'old. . 

T he statutes of t.he 4 AnDe, c, 14. anll 2:i lieo. n ., c. I .j, uuder which these wciglull1l8ter:s appear 
to hn"e becn appoint ed, limit the chnrgc:s for weigh ing to one penny per dmft. 

The inspect-or of this IIlftrkct detni let\ to U"3 , li t out' inquiry, m n.ny ca.ses of frmul prr.ctitied ou ooth. 
ouycl's amI sellers by fmudulent weighing and fiL lso returns, and, 11'0 regret to state, t h ese fl"fluda 
nppear, fl'om the represcntations wh iuh harc heen Illf\de tc 1:5 from 11t l lll e l' Oll~ quarters, to be of 
e \·el')' dn.y occurrence-Sec Evjelenc(' of K B"OWll, pilge 7;;4, Duulin Evidence. 

There are, in addition, severnl m;u'kcts for t he sat~ of .pork, haco ll, hutlcr, fish, potatoes, veget ables, 
&c., the greater nnmber of which nrc private llroperty. :\lid the charges for weighing :~nd standing8 
arc regulatctl by the proprietorl-', who nl'JI~ar to bc 8ul,ject. to no cont rol. 

The gencm1 fce ling- with re~ard I.n t he !Juhlin lIli\rkc~ appears to he tha.t the present Act is 
sufficient t.o elll"e n.1l g htring evils! if tile iurd mf~.v0r hllll the tietcl'lliinatioll to f;ct i t in act ion j but 
that vest ed interest" ami estahli~hcJ. Il~ :lg('t; conCUr t.oo stl:ol!gly for :1U ollieer of one ye<ll' to grapplc 
with thero, ami wheu Ulwilicia.l "eL·.sonH attempt allY improvement, tim cri ppled £nancc~ l\.1u1 cloud of 
com peID!.atiollli to 1>0 :dlurded, seine :~W:Ly all change. ' 1~l lII s JUnt tcl':S arc nlluwcd to rCllIaiu ~evory 
one dissatis fied, but 110 a.lteration i", cffuctc(l. 

III 13el£n:t, a \'cry di ffe l'ell t stf~tC of thi ngs iH to be fcllllUl Thc corporatio n have plll'c1Ul~cll up nIl 
the vested i nt.erest~, and exptmded in 80 doillg", and ill t.lle est:thli~hmcnt of ma.l'kct~ (acco rding to a. 
tltntemcnt rctlll'nOl i to U~ by the town 4 c1erk, ;LIIU :tIlllexccl tu Lhe Evidellce) u pwards of £!)U,OOO. 
The markets p roduct', nt present, nu income of abouL £7,DOn pel' annum, whicl l is ye:Hly incrcasing, 
'fhey are under the su perintendt'nce of :til e!licicul statl~ "!Ill the enligil t(:l1 cll aud libel'lll ;1I:l';~lIgements 
appear to give general sl~tisfilction. 

The Londondel'l'Y Impl'O\'emont Act, passed 12th AUA"ust, I M~I S . it! incol'pomteu wit.h t he Fail':S anu 
Mflrkets Cl:.hl.8CS A ct of 184i; but the cOrporation La\'e ouly h~tcly out ;.~i llO tl PO:isussion of tho 
prillcipo.l markelli which WC1'C pl'cvioll~ly lc.asctl, \\11(1 IU'C HOW c l'cc ting m:tl'kct; pbcOtl, 1'10 [hat tha A ct 
Cnnnot be considered to be, as yet, j ll "lull opcration. 

11. '11m.: Houn~ Tm u HOLDINO MAnKE~'s . 

'The hours for holding the mu.I'l.::cts is 11 very impol"tlmt point, and OIlO ou which we are directed to 
report hyour instructions, Vve found fe lv markcts where n.ny regularity in this ll:trt icular was 
estnbl ished; but in those whero it had obtaincd, it was found t o be productive of thc beHt rosults j 
and both buyers u,nd sellers, in every town we viRiteu, wer~ v{'.l'Y at l'ongly in favour of t he murkots 
commencing by ring of' bell, and all sal09 prohibited before 1\ I:\tatcu houl' under a penalty . We £ully 
conCllr in these recommcndations, m; we believe tha t ouch an armugomOlll would crente competition, 
I~Dd would, in :~ grcnt measure, ussiat in putting an cud to forestalling, which iii much comphtined of. 
'rVe would au vise, accordingly, that every market :i hould COUllUencc at a. SbLted hour, by ri ng of beU, 
lea.ving the proprietor of the nmrket and t he parties intCL'csted in each town to fix upon t he hour 
most convenient for Buch commoncement. 

12. REGULATIONS AFFEOTING THE SALE OF BREAD. 

The regulations nffecting the sale of brend a o not come Htli ctly within t he province of Out· inquiry, 
but we feel bound briefly to not ice the representn.tions which were made to us in the differcnt pn.l' tB 
of the country npon this important subject. 

'l'he 1 and ;2 Vic" c. 28, which l'cpcalB all former Ac~ relating to the sa.le of brend in Ircl.n.nd 
enacts-" That all bread :iha.11 be sold by weight only, and a pcua.lty of £5 i l:l i mposetl on un; 
" baker omi.tting to k cep n. bOlUl1 :Iud Hcales i ll hi l:l I:Ihop, 011, or nf!ltf his counter, for the {JUl'POBO 
H of weighing breMl, OL' fo r r C£using to wcigh mly bread flo ld by him, if l'equil'eu by the purcha8er to 
H do 80." :J 

'rhis statut'e has completely fniled in effecting the object contemplated, und brend is sold in noorly 
every part of t.hl;l country by the loaf, lhe size A.nd weigh t of whil:h v :u'ie ~ a.ec ordin r, to the vu luo ot' 
floUl', while the plice of the loaf gencl'uUy rema.in~ the samc. ,:, 

Dd4 
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It was sllggestctl to us thllt it would be 3. ~ren.t benefit to the public, if nn bl'lker~ were req uired to 
m a.ke brend into loav('s of' a :fi:xcd weight., such as,4 lbs" 2 lb~., &e" n.nd that tho weIgh t should IllwaYR 
reomin the same, leaving thc price to vary accordmg to the rise or f:lH of flour, 

- T HE DI VER SITY OF WEIG HTS AND MEASURES USED I N D I FFF.R1'NT PA llTS OF 
IRELAND. 

I t now becomes our dutr to ('efcl' to the weights nnd measures a t prescnt use(~ ill tli ffercnt p:lrts of 
thc eounl ry, to point out the inconvcnicncf's wh ich result the,'ef:om, and ttl submI t to your Excellency, 
in conformi ty with Olll' instl'llction.!', ou r views ns to .the rcmed~cs, ., . 

\\.'0 torwnrd in Appendix n Return (~O, 7) Sh~\~'lOP:- the welgh ta ,by wInch a~ l'I cultll ml }ll'oduc,e IS 
p urchased in t he ni nety-foUl' ml'i.l'kets whICh we vlslt,cd~ nnd fl'om d u o:I R etlu'n Will bo ~l!e ll JlUW bttle 
uniformity 'cxiS13 in thi:! illl pol"t.nm par ticul ar, Gra~n lS purchaeed by thc hundred wel~h t, stone, nntI 
bur rel. T he stone and hundrcd weight always consIst of 14 Ih!!., nud 11 2 ths., l'esp<'cl1vcly; hut the 
barrels ,-ary in nlmost every town. For exam-pl(', we fiud that a b.m el of.ont!! at R oscrcll and Nen~gh 
i8 12 stone; at L imerick, Cork, D ublin, &c., it is 14 stone; at Newto,,·ulunavauy. 1 R ~tonc j at Shgo, 
24 stone; nt K illarney, 32 stolle; and at Skibben:en nnd Bandon, 3 :{ stonc. 

A brrrl'el 01" \vhent is everywhere 20 ~Ione . 
A bnrrel of harley nen rly every wliere conAist.s of 16 stone; but in Newtow nlim:wndy we foun tI it 

,~'as 2J stone, 
Potatoes nrc purchnsed in some plrtces by the s~olle ~f 14 lUi., and i~ othel'.:!, the liLonc cons i~ts . of 

10 Ib~. In some towns tlleY nrc sold by "tho weIght of 21 Ibs" and In oth ers by b:nl'cls, conslstlJlg 
iu tliffel'ent lll aces of 15,20,21,24, 32,40, 48,6'1,72, SO, 95, and 96 stOlle of 14Ib!:l., or else by the 
hundred weight of 112 Ibs. 

A pound of buttel' in some towns consists of 16 OZ" in others of 18 oz. _ 
A stone of' flax is in sonle mal'kets 16 lL~., nnd in otheL's 14. Ib~,; an d 11. huntlreu wOIght of fl n.x 

consi!;ts in different loc.'\lities of 112, 120, and 124 lbs. 
P ork is pUl'chnsetl t,hroughout all the north of Ireland by the long " hundred weight" of 120 lbs., 

nntl in the t!outh generally by the hundred weight of 112 lbs, 
The weight-i! frequently vary completely in I"m~rket3 onl.V 0. few mi les distn.nt £1'0111 ea.eh other, an d 

811eh is the diversity of t hem over the whole country, that :l. per:'ion seeing a. list of the prices of 
pl'ooue~ in the principal m:l.rk e!s i ll II"f'lnntl ~vould dr-rive but little informntioll , un less he were 
pChonruly acquainted with t ho pnl"licol:1 r nsnge of ellch locality, 

I t is almost unnecessary 10 add a ll Y cOllunentMY of our own to this stntement ; when we rcrul of 
Ihe gl'catest legislators of :w tiq uity, and th~ wisdom of OUl' Pnl'iinment for the IU fl t 500 years, being 
direete(! to establish llU uniformi ty of weigbts no d m easures, the impOl'tll.llce of the subject must 
be apparent , l\nd the effects of !511eh n. deviatioo th erefrom, as we hllvc descrIbed , mtl.y be ensily 
nnticiP'!-ted , 

' Ve found cmongst intelligent persons of nIl clnsses whom we examined upon !his subject in 
llifferellt parts of the countt'y but onE' opinion, namely, thn.t the iufi nite diversity of weights anti 
mcnsure::, aud the cmnplicnted l"elflt ions involved, make our ealcu latioll s difticult mal o\Jsenl'c; whil!51 
t hey encow-ngt' fraud nnd t.1eceit, produce uncertainty in a ll our dealingf, and are ill llIany other ways 
prej ud ici:ll lo the trading inte rests of a eorn merci31 country. 

T he llCCCE!!?ity for n genentl 3!simiia.tioll of weight.s, nnd for t he introduction of a BOllnd system, is 
no w vcry extensi'\,ely udmitted , nud was enrnrstly pressed upon U!i d U1'ill~ the progrcss of ou r inquiry. 
T wo plnm were r ccOlHmcndt:d with :t view to nt'rivc at unifo rmity, Tho first W!U! th e abolition of 
nil loctll nnd pl'ov ineinl usages, anel r equiring nIl tnUleaetions in the markets to be computed by t.he 
imllcl'ia.l stnndard~ of ewt.~" q rd., llnd Ibs. T he second wns th l:! adoption of n decimal sen le of weightll 
and mCM:nres, 

y\r e believe th:1t nny gCllernl assimilation of the weights throughont Irdnnd, such ns recommended 
by the first of til esc Euggel)tions. would be n step in t he right direction; lmtwe nre ob liged to declare 
to yonI' Excellency Our decided conviction (a conviction whic}l every stag-o of our proceedings tended 

, mort; strongly to confirm), thut the whole system (,f our international tl'nffic is ir.her(:ntly nnsotlDd, n.od 
thnt nOlhing short of a. rndical clHlDge can correct injustice, afford protection to the pOOl' and wholesoms 
commercinl facilities to all c1W!ses. . ' 

T he diversity in OUI' weig hts and Jocnl eusloms mny, we conceive, in II. great measure bEl trneed 
to die want of. any !wI~nd pbilosop~i('n.1 Jl~'i n ciple of eal(·ulution, ut once uniform nnd f'nsy. j n eon
~eqllencc of !his, ~ve th lllk t hllt, no pa~'lllt ! lmprove.l~ent or nmel.iorntion of exi8ting cyil s will e(}mm~d 
Itl!cl f to the Intell igent part of the puhhe ; nnd If effected, wllll' e nlways linble to rela.pse inlo lts 
former, or ad opt some ()thel' sbape of f'rrnr, 

,Why, it might be a8ked , should a StOIlC , be 14 instp.~d of 16 or 18 lba.
j 

an d why should tue usnge 
of one lJlllce co nfo rm t o thnt of nJlothH, lDstend of- mel! l.'C7'~'('l? W e are led to believe, therefore, 
th:lt nnr change fruw the 10('a1 CUHOlTltl ulld weights at present in use to t he 811lndnrd weifThts would 
iltfi lct upon t,hose who have been ~ecmtomed to use t l?e discnrded weiglltll cOllsidcrnb le Ta hour and 
unnoynnce, w lthont any eorrespondmg nclvnnlnge; that lt would be as difficult to enforce, and would 
crente I\S m uch te mporary incof!venience as the adoption of II t otally new and improved system () \'er 
t Ilt! wbole countxy, W e n,r e, f 01' these r eru:OJl S, strongly in fil.\"oUl' of the jl!troduction of n decimal 
·scnle of w('ights and mea!ure~, \\ hich has proved so succesefnl in other countries .nnd which aflor d8 
euclt in~l nnt nnu ob"ious ;acil ities for calcul ation, ond fol' the detection of frnuds. ' 

I 



APPENDIX. :211 

Ally llH'::1~1I1'C ~l i l·~CLC ll . to thc a ttainmcnt of ulJ i £~l'lHi ty should cOlll lJi nc, as. fi ll' as po~s i L ~~~ : t 
llliuilllllln of t1C\'iUtlOll trom thc 11I'csent CUSt.Olllil ot t.he co unt ry, together wlf.h :;uch mal11l est 
tHlv:m t<l"e.s where:t Ch!lllge is unavoidable, as wou ld indu ce all persons re:ul ily to confo r lll to th e new 
arl'itugel~u:'ll t . This, we .collce i ~e, would Le accOIuplished by :l ::Icflle proceeding by decimal multi ples 
of the prescnt pound l!\,ou'd upOi';. . . , .., " 

Al fi rst, Oil dl)ubt SOll lC confUSion would result hom t.he alteratlOll, :lUll old (l1'(}JudICC, tltShKC to 
ci:w,n (1c. the 1l1ll'c:Isoning :;tupidity of the ignl.'l'ant, a.nd, above :til, self-ill lcrc:: t ill t.huw whl) prufit by 
illjudtice 01' obsc'.l l' ity ill t heir lIIode of deahng, would b~ opp?~etl to f. ~ IC inno vat.iu l1 ;. but the general 
opinion of t hose whom we consul lod, ami \: I~o we,t'e !Jest q Ullhhe,1 t.o form a corl'·.:d Jtlllgl~lont (~ T1 the 
subject, llJlpe:l1:ed to be: that t ll.c g l'ellt utlhty of . t.he mcn..'mn' should s l., pcl' :,etl ~ t he c lm~II I Cl':I~ , I On 01 
the tcmpui'lw)' IU con VClll cncc wI nch must necessarily attnnd :my g-encl',d mllUV:ltWl'l su\;h ll" tll1 :O;, allli 
t hat, ( n.:! i:l tho iustances of the change of cU l'l'oncy, ILud t he illt. l'oducrioLl of impc ri:d llH.:a.::,mc,;, ) thl! 
inconveniencc wou ld soon Pfl.8S away. 

Tho pl'e:<cut condition of'the agricultural population iu thi:i COHI ILl'y :lpl'cal's to u:< tu offe r pC()l tiial' 
filcili t ies fo r tile i ntroduction of such 1\ measure. 

The poo rel' and smaller class of fi\i'Jl1ers have I'l1rely scales aud weight.s (If the il' own. I n Ullllly 

parts we wel'e inforilled that. not morc than olle ou t of Oyc!'Y two h undrcd pO!itle:;scd a ll,)' thing of the 
SOI't. But as the small holding:> !Ire I'apidly diminish ing iu llLl11Jbt,l'. we may na turally expect, III it 

few yelll's, 1\ dilferent st:~te of th ing,;. A t prcsent, also. th~ poo.rer liu'l1lcrs are quite iglJorau t, in 
many cases, of what amo unt they hl\v e to receive, in cOllsequellce of the cOlllplicated Ilature of till' 
present system j so tlmt uo clmllg:e can ca.l1se them grcater inconven ience thlln lhpy at present 
suffet'. In the article of pork. fm' example, it would be ditHcnlt to devise a morc conf!l~ing mode of 
buying' a pig-so much so, thu.t even weH-ed ucated PCt'::IOll::l an~ frequently scarcely tillable to uHder. 

stand it. Pork is purchased by the cwt. of 120 lbs., but is weighed by the Cwt. of 1 1~ lbf:l., :~ml :\ 
ticket is given fo r the weight accordingly, The pllrchnscr d len convet'ts the shott hnnlhed wcighli> 
into lona) deduct:; the beamagc or t l'et fl'om the weight, nnd a n allow:tllCe in money 1'0[' pnr tcl·:\g"'. 
&c" and cllicula.tcs t.he price of t he odd pounds Ics::I than" a quarter of 1\ cwt." at Iilc next lowf>st 
,even price, The f:lrmers :~re in u1most every i1l5tance quite j~ n ol'ant. as to whethr. I' they aJ'e pflid 
the proper amo unt or not, antI :u'e obliged eithcl' to tJ't1~t. implicitly to the purcil:lser,ol' a1:::;e get 
some shopkeeper, Ot' other per,wll who lIlay be capable, t.o c1ll.!ck tbe ticket fur th Clll, 

In ou~ In.l'ge pork market, :1 se.hool-boy, who was 11 goat! accountant, was ol lll,tloy ed by t ho fiu'ulCrs 
to look over and chcek thei r t ickets, fi,n!.l receivcd fl, small s lim per p ig fiH' HU doi ng. Thel'c is :t lII oue 
of converting IOhort huuureu wcight.'i into long, in bOl.h fI!tx aud purk, by which the ignorH nt sel1ler i9 
frequently u loser. 

Cwts,ql'tI, Ills. 
Thus :-supposo u. pig weighetl g ross, 
The tret ded uoted, 

Leaves, 
This weigh t, being short cwts., is turned into long. bY,dcducting 8 Ills for each cwt.,. 

:d :d 23 
o 0 11 

2 2 ] ~ 
U 0 :W 

2 1 20 
I n tho fo regoing cru culatiol1, which would be thc Imtlll'lll Ol1e f lH' lUi illitcmte selic I' 

to adupt, tIU."I'C would be ~ lo);s to him of 2 Iu.:'., :IH, in dc~ l LlcL il1g the :W Ib". 1'1'0111 

2 ti rs. nnd l~ lbs., it should bo t:.ken fro m a quartol' of HO Ib!:'., a uu nllt a qum"tt'l' 
of 28 Ibt:'.; so th;Lt, if correctly deuncted, the bnhLllco would bc :d ~~ 

As may be seen by bringing the wholc weight in to Ibs.-2 cwt, ~ qrs. 12 Ib.!:1. iH 
292 1u8.-o.nu (].ivide by :}O, the numbel' of' Ib~. ill a. long quarter. :.md the result is 
H qrs. 22 lbs., 01', . 2 :J2 

vVc mel'ely mention this Cil'OU lllst:mce, to show how III most incomprehensible the 1)1'C1;ent modes 
of calcuhttion arc to the poorer classes, and to pl'OYO that the tem pol"lu'y inconvenience which would 
nttend any change would be of' "ma ll IICCOliDt compared TO the !mnOY:lllce tLDd tl istl' ust which result 
from the pre~ent scheme. And if t he recolUmendn.tiull be adopted , which wc have s uggested in a 
previolls part of OUI' r epol't-nlllllel,Y, the weighing in the puLlic scal es. by swor n \\'eighrn:tste rs-the 
lUc~nvenience which woulu t\risc from I\ny change in our weights nnd meaSlIres, IlS iilr ns t ho 
I1grlCultllral comm unity t\re conccl'ned, would, in rt. gl'ent mefl.'>urp, bo obviated. 

The commissioners fOI' the restorat ion of the standards of weight n.nd measu re, in th eir report, 
dated December, 1841, st fl.le-" ~"t)urthly, we have considered the inconvenience of the weigh t of 
" 14 tb~., 0 1' stone, in common use, anti i ts multiple.'I, 281bs., 56 Ib::., nnd 112 Ib",. Wo h RVC nlreru.ly 
U exp.rossae( our opinion that tile scales which arc mo!:' t conven ient are t hose proceeding by a, 
" deCimal 0. binary p rogression. 'rhe stone of 14 Ib.:a., admitting of bisection only Ollce, do~s not 
<I possel.'S the Mnveniences of the latter, antl it is ncedless to observe, thnt it cnnnot be in any way 
" made t o IIssimilnte with the former. From the uDfIJlimity of opinion among the practical, perdOrlH to 
" W~lOlU wc have addresseu ourselvci<, we arc persuaded that fI. scnle p l'occeding by rlecimnl m ultiples 
I' or the pound would bc immediately IIdopted by the public, pl'ovidcd t he Government took t'teps 

to rendel' 1.he introduction of th o lIew weights nemJy ~illlUltuneous, and fo t' diminishing the 
" temporn.l'Y Inconvenience as {il.l· as pm:sible. 'Ve do not wish to conceal the m agnitude Qf tr.iH 
"me~ure , 11~ rom the in£(lI'lD!ltion we ha\'c I'cceiveu, we think it probable thl\t t ho quu.ntity of 
II weIghts o,t 141 lbs" and its multiples now in use, is not less than 30,000 toml~ Gnd th:1t the expenee 
" of changing the~e weights for weightH in the decilUal soule would be b<:tween £ 100,000 lIUt! 

II, 6612;5 , Ell 
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Jll .--TI IE l'flSo...;n:II. LTY Ot,' n OVEnN1\n;NT nR'I'A ININn ACClTltAT}; IU<;'l'URN8 uF TUE 
~ U.\NTITL .\ \' ~l: .\(n~ l'ltLl'E, .\N D Ai\luLT~T OF ALL AGRICUJ~TUj{AJJ PRU])Uc}~ 

SOL]) IN '}:;.\l'H l\1,\ J: l\:ET. 

li' rolU the HlfU lIIer in which t he ¥runt~I' number of the lll:Jrkl'ts in j I'clam] ll.\'~ at presen t comluclrtl , 
and tiLe llc!l.cicnt arr;l1IgcUlcn ts l\Jl{1 accolUllloUation, it wuuhl he illlpo::>:>iblc to ob taiu lmy n~turn a8 tu 
the ll.llao.t.ity, average pl'iec, ur amount \IE the sales which take place therein. 

In thl} towns vlsitt'\l by m , with few cxceptions, returns could not be fUrll i:5hell, as in SOlll~ (n.s we 
Imye :Ihc:uly Je:'eribl'tl) there are nu public scale~1 :\.nt1 the Mlcs take pinec in !he srreets, :tnd li,t! 
wci,.,hin ·' at the stores of the llllrchascN. In otherd but a. smnll portion is weighed in the public 
sea l~:;, a~d tIl e re;;idlJc in the merelum ts: IItorC3. I n many town:), where the prO(luce w as all wid and 
weighed in the public market .. houk~ were not kept, nUl' WM c\'e[} :l. CI':'l,lIe !lote gi'Vcn to the seHer; 
tlle \'.- cighllla~ter merely w;'l.l'king the .gt'OSd weight of each arti ::Je on the seller':) hat in cho,lk. Even 
where the arrangements were more enlight~ned, the stafl.' employed wns insufficient, a nd the book.s were 
not kept wi lh that r egularity ",hidl wou1d enable accuratt! returns lO be furnished from them. 

AnlOng!t t ho few ma.rket,; which we \'isited, where any relurns e:m be furnil!hed, we may instance 
tlH~ market (If Enni"., in the county of CLRTe. All the D!fricultuml produce brouo-ht into this town for 
~n l (' is both sold ami weighed in" the public market, nrl~1 the particul.'\.l'S as to tIlt! weio-h t, price, nml 
amonnt of each l.rnmllction, with the llames of the buyer nnd seller, nrc entered ill the dn.Y-books of ihe 
lllarket, :~!la the seller furnishetl wirh a copy. At the close of eHeh d3.y these books are postp.d into 
:l ledger, :md from the reguh~rity of this system, the weighmaster wa."i nble to flU'nish us with the 
sta.tietics of the mn.rket:! fill' the last seYen ycnrs.-( VitIr' Eunh E yidence.) 
Ullll~s nll the agricultural produce brou~ht into every toWll for sale be sold and weigh~ in the 

t~ubl.ic market in the lU:~u ncl' we lla~'e re~mmcltde~ ill an cl\.rlier . part of our Heport, :my statistics 
furmshed mllst nccc5s:mly be verr lInpedect; but if these suggesttons be c .. ~rricd out, and the books 
and accounts of the market kcrrt ill a proper manner, there can be no difficulty ic Govemment I)btlliniog 
at any time, from t.he offic~r in charge of en.d: m."l.rket, tlccurntc returns, without elltailina aoy 
additional c."penso upon, or inconvenience to, the proprietor. eo 

It woull1, however, be requ isitc, before ~ny statistics could be furnished, to cstnblish an a.ssimilation 
of weight!'l and mea.'Hlres, an ll uifol'Ol moue of weigllillg, !lna .'\ll :l.bolition of all deductions from the 
trUl~ weight in every m:lrkt't town in I relft.lld, n~, until these improvements n.rc effected, returns froID 
the several m:l.r~cts woultl ,be alooost u nintel1i¥ibIe, un!ess accompn.nied by (\ tr.ble showing t he local 
eustom~ 0.11<1 Weigh t, l1:retl In .eMh mnrket, a.ntl t he pl'l('es r etuI'IH.,<l would be merely n ominal, as ~be 
detluetlon:l f rom t.he grol'~ wClght would 1l:\\,C to be calculate[l before the ~ctual price of the article 
cou ld be ascertainel1. 

From the W:lut or any general system of ma.rket returns, the state of acrricultcral a.ifain; in this 
eountry (of which the quantity sold in market and the price produced is nh~ays the surest test) can
owy nt present be supposed by vague cnlculntions or mere gue~s work. 
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The (jill\' official puhlicatiou of the price of com ill I..e!ll,lJ.l io that iusertcd in the Dahlin On::"'t!!, 
(Inc,' e\'cI'Y week. s i.~ncd 11.\' the elcn-k (If the eOl'n bble. T his officcl' attends the COl'll Exchange, in 
Duto!iu, c\"<,q' Fl'i,hy, :~1HI k::t\'(!3 UpO Il ('ach fnctol" S taule (\ pl'iul.,!d J'"ll'm to be tilled up by hilll at I.he 
do:'c of the ;u:lI"ket, :ipeci(yillg the '1lHtnlity and .ie.;;criptioll of gmin soltl, a au t ile pric.J" 

A !!rent ll lllll bcr of the f:lctO I"~ neglect to send ill any account of the ir sale". so that tile l'et.mn 
pnhli ;hed is always iuem"rect n;; t.o qu:mtily. whilst the representn.tion of the price depends eotil'ely 011 
the brokers, who hnl'e the powel' or returning a greater or lesser CIll:lntit.y lh!i.n th;\t ac tuallv ,"old, at 
.1 hitd.l€'r or lower price, as it mn.y suit their pmpose to impress the public mi nd .• there being no 
means of ascertai nillg' the aceurucy of the rctU1'ns reccinxl by the clerk of the mal'ket. 

Tile (' Mire trllDsnctio n is a voluntary one on the pal't of both the corpomtion and the corn fnct.ors . 
T he corpo1'a1 ion are not required hy n.ny A ct. of P :ll'liament. tn emr: loy fln officer to pcrrorm this tluty, 
and they m:1Y, if t hey pleaee, diseont,ione doing i'O :l.t :lIly tiltle; no,' is there any oblignt.iol1 on t he 
(Ietur.'! cithC' I', to fum ish ally intiwmatiull n,~ to the nll. tm'c and 1l1ll01ll1t. of th~jl' tran)\[lc t.iol1S, or :my 
pell:t\I,y iiw doing ,,0 incol'l'ect ly, 

:-;1\1 0.:1 of g'I'ai n olltsille the Corll ExchllHgC nrc not incliltled in t.hese returlls; so that bO:lt COl'll, 
which is ge~lerally of an inferior dcscription, nUll sold lLt Ihe mCI'chant's store at a IO·,lIcr rate than the 
farmed parcels, is, therefore, not taken into neCollnt, nnd this must lllaterially affect the general 
:1Vel·;lge. 

From these returus, as rUnlished by the brokers, the c]cl'I{ of the corn tnLlc prep~l.1'es the" Dublin 
:Market Note," which is published weekly in the Dublin Gazef/c. 

By the 1 find ~ Vic., c. 109, :;. 32, the t ithe rent . cha.rgcs nrc liable to be var ied from time to time 
nccord ing to the average price of corn, as advcrtised in the Dub/in Ga=elic, during the preceding 
se.en years, 

'Yc'find .Mr, ' Yillianl Ford, the tow n clerk of the city of Dublin, in his evidence b efore the Deyon 
COlllnli~8iOJler8, in 1845, giving the following necount of the manner in which th elle r eturns ill D'lblin 
arc prepared ;-

" I would suggest, n\!w, b ecause I nm ngaim;t c..'lpriciot18 abatements, that there should be a strict 
" aVCl'ao-e takcn of eOl'n, I t is rcally a shJlme to 8:1.Y, that in the c ity of D ublin, which regul:ttes all 
,r Irel:r~d , there is no correct avel'age t:lkell, The nvernge t aken in Dublin regulates the tithe 
... composition and the eeciesiltStic:tl leases, by septennial wl'ies; and yet the tnking of these 
" :n'crnges i:i not upon n.ny fixed data whatsoever. T here is n. clerk of the mnrket. who hns 
" no power to compel the f:\ctors to return the quul1tities. I was concerned in a case about 
" thE' ltt'emge of ti thes. I went down to the mill' ket, abou t five 01' six. ye~I's ago, to get t.he 
,r :wcrages from the clerk who had t:lken them. He w:~ntecl to chnrge me ten guineas fOl: 
" it; and while I W:\S t bere, :t person Came np ana g;lve him a sl ip of Pfl lJCI', nnd theL'c were 
,; 3GO Larre!;::, 01' some sHch nUlllher !':old. '\Vhat is that'!' I 5l1id hI 1he clerk Ht~ Tcplied, 
Co ':360 u:ll'l'els of willJ:lt, that, gent leman sold tO~ 4hr.' I .':';t id, 'i kllow tl l;i~. genl lelU:tu, lbUU he never 
" , sohl n banel in I l i~ life. J5 that tlle wa~' in whid l you lakl1 Ute :nt!\':lgc?' .. Y cs./ !oi:Lill he,' we 
" r take it f!.'Um any .one 'who comes ill, It. lIS volulltary :I\'C I·~;:; (,.' The re~;ult iii tllis : I h:~\' b 
" obtained fl'om l\1r. Roc, the extensive disti llel', who IIIlM permitted lIle to 1l1Cntiuli iti.:; Ilame, t.he 
" a\'cmge prices wh ich he paid fill' wheat ill the public ll1:n·kct in the yC~U':; H;:37, I t:i:lS, :tnll 1839 -
" that i"" for whe'Lt ~l'o\\'n in this country, out of which the ren t. hll~ to IJl' paid. 'J'lm~ ;~vcrnge uoelol 
,; llOt amuunt. to lllllre thlLIl 24.i·.; and th ii:l il';i cOl'J'OL()l'ltt~J , 1'01' the year:; 18:10 all(l ] t:\·W, by the 
Ii: lwe l'a~e l'1'iec of' wh eat, whi('h I have go t; ('1'0111 ltllother cmincll t distiHel', whose name 1 am not 
" permiitea to mention, as the use of wheat-in uil)tillation i ~ not legal, b ut tulcmt(!d whclJ thnt ~mln is 
" nofit lOI" nlakiui! flour, I had IWV.lU out a hook of the t\vCI'agctl, for ;,eveml years, from the Glizettr, 
" which I ]lre::elltcd tu the AltoI'nCY:;' Society of Irclnllll, :Ultl they h:we sillee kep t it liP ; n.wl, oy 
" rcfel'cnce to that hook, I find the average price of WllCll t in Dublin, for] S3U-184U, :lS appeared in 
I' the Gazette, WM, for that period, £1 I Bs.-I me~n for 1839-1840, which \vas the gre.<l t yenl' for 
rr malt ed wheat. H ence it is thnt a party woulel Sfl.y, in the CfLSe of nn estate set thirt y yea,rs ago, 
" 'When I set my lru1Cl, the nvemge was 35s. a barrel for wheat; whItt r ig ht havc you to usk for the 
" r rent to be cheaper now, when 1 find t he average £] l Ss.-the avcrnge given in D u blin, for the 
(( • ye!'Jr.;; 1839-1S40?' And tilt' £nct wns~ this n\'emge wag the average of the foreign corn that wns 
" imported; but the average priee of t he I rish corn in that yenr never went into t h e account of th e 
I< averages nt all. I t was all boughtllp by the distillers, ntfrom 17$" the lowest, to 268" the highest. 
r( I n thc case of n friend of mine who wanted to rcnew n lease from a noble English proprietor in 
rr Ireland, he met him by t he positioll I have just p ut. His lordship ~nid • You claim 1:40 nnd 80. 
Ir When your f:tther had 11. lease o~ this bud, the avcl'age appenl's, by the E rcniufJ Post, to have been 
H 80 nnll !':o, I have turned to it, and I find t bp. tt.v~ra.ge, by tho smile papel', t o be the s:tm e now. 
(f How can you say I ought to set the laud ehell.per now '~ I can not do it.' And h ere nre t i':.e 
" raIse dnta ,vhich regu late the tithes, and which regulates the ecclesiastic.'ll lense;;, founded 
rr UpCIO wlw,t Mr. Arkins, who belongs to t::;'e body wh ich I belong to- -numely, t he corporation 
r, -.may p ut. once l\ week , It is really shn.meful j and if the comruissioner!3 do n othing bni. hrt.Vc 
,; II. correct average taI{en, i t will be a g l'eat thing. I ;have kept thc exact fl'Ver a.ges for the h ... "t 
" ten yea1'8. . I have taken them for tithe purposes. I look them originally to pro ve at a trilll , 
" nnd have kf::pt them since. I can give Mr. Roe's n.verage!'=,ol' he enn give them himself. The 
r, distillcrs and starch manufacturers bought alm08t all the whent grown in Irelnnd jn the harvest of 
(I 1839: and yet the Irish land holders scnrceiy get commiseration when their a ll is de8troy~a by the 
rt wea.ther, ('1' sold Itt a ru'in'ous price, nud which ruinous price wonld be appn.r6nt if a C;)rI'CCt ,werago 
t. of corn was kept. There is no wn.y by whieh to compel flo party to giV4) It C01'l'ect Iwcrnge. The 
" factora ought to be bound t o stn.te their pl'icm;, and to make t h eir wcekly r(".t.tll'l1.~, un<1el' the 
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" (lblifral ioll of an onth. Thel'e should be correct n."crllge~. take n, either in the ('ou nties or the prill · 
" ciplJ ci ti{>e, ] hcg t o hantl in the following paper, showlDg the nmount of tile nvernge of whc3t. 
" between September, 1839, and April, 18-10;- . 

'" A,'crage price of wheat, in Ga=etfc, from 3n1 ~el~tel li hel" 1 8 :~9, t.o l~t April, ] 840, 
being t.he period that dnzuaged COI'n u:;cd by distille rs w:\:; at mill'kct, per blu'L'el of 
20 !ilone", ,....... 

1:' Average p~'ice of "~:heat, during said period, purchased by George Roe, E:>q ., 
di",til1u, per unrrel ot 20 stones, . : : , 

H ' Aver:lge price of whc:lt purch:\.Sed by another emment distiller in D ubli n during 
:;a111e period 

£ 8, n. 

l ~ II 

o 10 

1 2 3 

" I aver from all the illformation I hn\'e h:ld upon rhis ll1:ltte l' - llnd I have made stl'iet inrluiry_ 
" that', at' th e pe riod of t.h e damaged .wheat ;It rn,Hke t, nOlle of it wa.:! indllded. i~ the Ga:ctfr 
., ll,'era"CS, and tlHl.l a considel'nble portion of the corn sold at t he CorD Exchange IS Irequently not 

I'ctur~ed to the clerk who lakes the uver:\~e, I t i::l a cOUl pbtc voluntary matt cr, to make the returu 
" 01' 1I0t, by the f, letor!i: ' 

We cun('eive thllt l ittl ·~ rclhlllcc can be plncetl on the COI'l'ectnes3 of these :wel':tg'c::l, M returned 
"'cekh· b\" Ihe clerk of tIle corn table to the Duhfill Gtf:cfte j an ll that, in the ;\b"enee of nny 
h,rril'-l;lriYc'en:lctment, l'f'quiring the foetOl'''' to fillui:;h l Lti account o¥ all ~orn sold, it would he impo~
:liLI \! to obtain ~uch a. l'f'lurll with sufficient accuracy to warrant It.,; bemg atlopteLl as the on ly bl\.~i~ 
for the l'c"i sion and :Ipplotnw nt of t. ithe l-ent-ehllrge ove l' tl lc whole of Irelaml. 

IV.- TH.E EXI STING STATE OF THE FAms IN IREI,ANJ.> 

W (' have, in an cnrlier part of our Report, described flllly the patents ana nutliol'ities uuoel' which 
fa il'S :lte held , n.1II1 the proprietors who derive under these gront:>. 

It will he IOccn by n reference to RetuMl No, 3, in Appendix, that two-thirds of th e fa ir.; at present 
held are held either without pntent5 or on lliffereut u:\ys f rom tho:;e nuthorized by t he pateuUl. 

\re fi nd thnt toll ilO rrenerally levied in fili l'd ill the south and west of Ireh\llJ, while i n the north 
nnd e:1;5t it Izng in most i::>C.'1SClS been abandoned, \Ye hl\ve dcscribed the Oppl'l!-<;sivc and arbitrary 
U:lture of the~e ch:tr .... es in the marke ts, nnd the objectionable mlUllle r in which they :\I'e enforced, and 
th ese obscrmtions apply eqllflil y to the fa iri!', as the to ll in fairs diffe~ only from m;u·ket tolt, in3S
IIIlwh :u, the plll'chnser nlwaY:I }lnys toll in the former , and the seller in the latter, 

T he pro" isions of the 5i Lieo. lIT. , c, lOS, l'equi6ng schedule hoards t.o be p.,,, tcrl at cvel'Y 
(,1l!<tOIlL' g-"p, is rat'ely compiled with. 

The -! An ne, c, 8, 8, 3, eno.ds, ., That in nH C:lS£'~ where auy cattle shallremnin unsoltl !It any fili I' 

U or market it !<hall ht' lawful for the owners or Jrivers thereof to carry IIway such cattle without 
., rarin~ nn,: toll whatsoever ." 

\ Ve founu the Iler~ons employed 3S collectors in mnny places enc1e:z.vouring to meet the constant 
e \'n"ion of tol1 ~, by obliging all parties lem'ing the fail' wi th enttle, and claiming to he exempt :IS 

umn1<1, to go through some form, sl1ch ns touching:\ piece of paper pasted on II board. or a book 
fastened to a polE', amI to pledge tbemselve", thereby t o the truth of their stntement~. Thi~ i:; cn.Ile<1 
c1e:\rin~ the cattle. :lnd, we regret to say, i:; " e .. y extensively practiserl. These se\'el'ru forllls are 
:zdnpted to e"nde ihe penalty nttllcbed to the illegal administra tion of :m oath j but. though not, 
I'tl'ictl y ;:pen.king. oaths, they are looked upon in th:l t light by the lower orders, :\ud we conceive such 
nil ubjectionn.ble :\nd dcru or:llizing practice cannot be r,oo sevl:'rely censured, It tenns t o make the 
il!nornnt pt'fu:unt t hink lightly of the sacred. obligation of an oath, nnd lead:;, in nddition , to eodle..~ 
di:;pnte5, and Clln"ta.nt scenes of riot and disord er, in which the c-'\ule nre shnmefully abU6e(1 b,Y both 
tht> dl'i \'er$ nnd th e coUectllrs-the onc endem'o\ll; ng to force snch cnttle thl'ough the custom·gap, 
whidl the Olllel'll Opp05C. , 

E llc1C".sed fnir-greeD~ nre in some few cnses provided by the proprietors of the toUs, :lod giye 
general s.'I.t isfaction, but in the grent 1lI:,jority of c.'\Se'1 the fairs ure held in the 8treeta of a. town, or 
on thc high To..'1d , and n o \'n.lue what!:'OP.vf'r , is given in return for the toll, The hicrh roM, wbich is 
repaired at the public expensc, is inj urorl; the thorough fiu-e is rendered impa!i~able tor the day; life 
antI !Jl'operty are in danger j there i~ no order or regularity j hordes, cattle, sheep, nnd pigs are 
llIin~lcu together, to the gr~l\t incouvenience of buyers anti sellers, and the n.nnovo.ncc of the 
inhabit:lnt~. • 

lV c would recommend that propriet.or.J of fairs !'hould he prohibited fr(lm levyina toll, unless a 
propel' enclosed fuir.g reen were pro\"ided; find that iostead of t he present sYdtem "'of charging a 
helwy t oll on cnttle Jenin,!! the 1ail' if sold, a very small charge should be wade on every animal 
ent e ri ng the lilh··g:I'cen. One-lmlf uf the present toll wo uld, by this Uleana, produ cc in lIlost cases as 
inrp-e nn income to the propl':etor, allll therc would not be the same difficult y, annoyanco, or expense 
i ll collecting' it, We found the grcatest unanimity of opinion on this subject in every part of the 
o!oun tl'Y, 'rite sdJers ot stock ex pl-ese[1 t heir tllJxietr nnd readiness to pay ll.ny small charge 0 0 

ent..ering fI, fuir gl'een for good occommudntion, and we tire satis6ed thn.t slleh n. regulation 'YOl1li1 be 
of great benefit to all patties, 



Al'PEN1HX. :2 J .j 

V.-SUi'lIMARY AND RECOM ;\n~NnATrONS. 

With :, "iel\' to 3.lIC\· j:1t(', if not :dto~d h l! r remore the evil ... ~et f" .. th iu the roregoing Report, :md 
to introti u.!c nil uni formit.y of Illfln:tgement and practice in all market,; and fairs, we nrc disp0:lf!d to 
sugge:st, the following mattcro ns Ilcsen'ing the attention of til e! Legislature in nll Y future statutory 
pl'ovisio.n on tI!is sl~bi~t. . . ' . 

1. \\ e comlder lt lughly Important tlHlt eVfJ;ry frur nnd market III In·land (save th{J~c ",hlch are 
noW l"I:!).!:ulnted by special Slllt. lItc~) should be under the direct.inn of some one 01' mo re pCt·wus, to be 
(':dled the own('rs or undertake!'"s of the fail' or mnrkct ; nnd that such owner :should recei \'e all the 
profits ami hIlls of the filir or I1lnl"kct, as upon him will c1e\,oh'e the duly of pt'o\'iding proper Illurht 
accommodation. 

2. That it shall he the duty of the OWl1er of every fnil" til' lll:1rket to l)l'ol.itle n propet' phce or 
p l a{'r.~ fi"l r the holding thereof wi th suitable accommodMiofl, $ubject to t.he appl'Oval of the Luul 
Li~uten:l1lt, 01' ~ llch person I1S he 111:\)' d;r"t"'t to ill~pt:..>ct th" :::;'1111('. • 

3. That, if neC('s~ary, the o\\'1\e]: shn\J oe :~lIthorist:J to procllre It SIte fur t he market, by means of 
the compul:sol'Y purchase clauses io the Laud Clanses Cunsolidntiou Act. . . 

-1. Thnt nil ngl'i cultnrnl produce or stock :\s hereafter mfLy be specified ~h ould be sub.lee t to fI. 

slUall toll, and tlmt tbis toll should be pnynLle to the owucr or 1llltlertaker of the fl~il" aI' m:u'ket, au 
:lll cattle as soon n1l they shall enler same fo1' sale, ;\ntl on (1,11 agricultul'fLl prod uce or gooru whe1l they 
slmll have been expo~cd for snle in the market-place. . 

5. That the UW1,er of t.hl' market ~huul , 1 I,e LUtided to rt'ccive a cert:lin sum by way of stn.llage, for 
the use of a stall or standing in t he market or fail', for the salc of manufactured goods, nnd other 
articles not properly tollable. 

6. That the tolls nnd th~ reguliltion8 of the mll.rkct shnll he such n8 shall be proposed by the 
owner, and approved by the L ord L icutenant. 

7. That no toll shall be leviablc un til it shall bc certified to the ~atisfnction of the L OI'd Lieutenant 
that suitnble accommodation has bc('n providfJ;d. 

8. That schedules of t he tolls and regulations of the market shall ue pos ted nt the market-place, 
nnd iu other conspicuous pa.rts of the town. 

9. Tbat no toll whateycr :!ha.ll be paid by the Lnycr of :my article. 
10, That after the market-places shall have been opened fOl' public us(', n.nd due notice given of 

the !!anll', e .. ery per!:'on (nt: 'f'l'than II. )iecni<ed hn.wker) who shall sell 01' expose rOT !'ale iu n.u,Y pluce 
within the limits of tho market , other than in the 1U:u'ket-places, or in his own dlvclliog.hou::;e, shop, 
wtll'ehouse, &0., any eattlc or live stock, or any corn, or !"Lily thin.~ whatsQCver, in respect of which 
toll:; or rcnts nr(l pnyable in the market, shll.ll be lia.ble to a pcnnlty, to be recovereu in the smne 
manner ad penalties nre recovcrable uudcr the Market:! nnd l "nirlil Clauses Act of 1847 j and tha.t 
ally perlillll who shall purchase, or trent for the purchase of, nny such runl'keto hIe commodity shall 
also be l iable to the same penalty. 

11. That a competent number of beams nnd senle:::, with I! tumlard weights nnd mcnsures, shall be 
prO\'ided by the owner, nnd mnintnined for the USf' of the markct, with proper pergons as wcighm nst.ers 
to attend thereon, to make entries of snles, &c. 

12. T ha.t such weighmt\!jtera shnll be sworn to weigh fairly and honestly between buyer un (l 
seller. 

13. That, upon good grounds being showD, the Lord Lieutenant sllaH be empowered to dismiss 
nny wcil1;hrcasters or lllll.l·ket officer, n.nd to call upon the owner to mltke a new nppointment. 

14. Thn t, uftel' the mn.rl.;ct- places shall have been opened for public use, 1\ 11 corn, grnin, pulseg, 
seeds, butter, pork , :md flax, Lought 01' 80M in c\'ery market-pIn.ee, shall be weighed in the marl :et 
senles j nnd when n. person exposing his goods for snle ahnll hll."e paid the toll to which they tIro 
subject, he shall be entitled to hn.ve tbe good~ weighe(J, and to receive i.\ ticket of the weight, without 
auy further expense or outla.y by wn.y of el"annge, or the like. 

15. That nil agricultural produce shnll be \veighed net, standing beam, with ns Iow a weight as one 
pound, n.nd the price ther eof determined necording to the full weight, after deducting the weight 
of the package, sack, bag, or fit'kin, &c. 

16. That nU detluctio1.B and nllowaoce:s for tret, beamnge, porte:rnge, brokerage, or under !"lny 
other name, from the true weight or amount shall be illegal, nnd that any buyer who, by himself or 
by any other person emploJ'ed by him, shall demand, take, or receive any other or gTenter qUl).utity 
than the quantity really and vOJlajidc bought, and agreed for at such net weight, shnll be liablc to a. 
pennlty. 

17, Thnt a keeper of the market shall a.l.so be employed, whose duty shall be to proclnim the 
commencement and clo:;e of the market, to see that no articles be saM. or t:xposeU. for sale out side thc 
place n.ppointed, and to keep lhe Illll.rket free from nuisances. . 

18. Thnt the owner, or some one of the owners, or a competent perlilon to Got BS chief officer of 
the fair or market, shall ue llresent in every fair or mnrket during the hours of holding thareof. 

19. That the chief officer sball have power to decide nIl disputes whntsoever as between buyer !lnd 
seller forthwith upon complnint being made tu him i but sholl not have power to ndmiuister an 
oath, or to compel the nttendtmct: of wime",ses. ' 
, 20 . That .o.ny party tliiiilatisfiEu with his decision,ol' not wishing to resort to him in tho first 
lostauce, In.a.y hu\·e .the matter in controversy disposed of by the p.otty sessions Ct\urt of the district, 
where maglstrutes shall have power to fine any person who shall wilfully make ,0. fnbc 8tn.temen~ n.e 
t o II,ny matter in controversy before the chief officer, 

Ee3 
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21. Thnt the j urisdiction of IDngirltrutcs, as lilUi~eu by Ihe 1 'j lh sect,ion of the 14 1\nd Ii; Vic., c. 92, 
to articles not €-xcecding in value~, shall b,c. iDcrcas~d, and m~gLstratcs I>I~aH be empowered, to 
ndjurlicn.tc snmmaril y in nll easet! of d~spu.tf}S :lr1.!:nug at fairs. or 1iI :\.~·~ets, where the val ue of the a.rtlclc 
~ball 1l0l exceed £30, OL' t.he aUlount 10 dIspute sll:ul not excee~ ~o . 

22. 'flint penalties sh3.11 be ~mpos:d tot' fraud~~ on the part of mtller bUYN::! 1'1' :)cl1c n:;, or brcIl.('h of 
contracts, n'co ... erablc SllIlllOlll'liy before one m:lg'Istr:ltc. ., . 1 _ • 

23. That tIle penalties f.)l' fmnds on the pnrt of the sollel's of 1:l'l'n.in,' ~t8 dll':r~cd I)), d:c t t~l sectlon 
of t he 14 and 15 Vic., c. 9::! , sh n.ll be limited t o It linc ~ot ~xceetlil.lg' fatty .~l lllh llg~, 01' IInl).l'l ~oum~ut 
for any term not exceediug one mouth, without t he for feiture of the article, ami that . tillS sectlo~ 
shalt be altered so as t o embrace fmud~ in b~ly, stl't\w, but ter) pork, all(l :tl1 otlwl' klmla of agll. 

cultural produce. . 
24. That thc penn.ltics fOl' frauds 0 1' hre!l.chcs of eoutmct. on the I~nrt of b?t,h, OUy~I'i; an lI seUers of 

fl. a..x, ns directed by the 11th ~ecti 011 nf t he:) :mel Il Wm, I V" c, 2 1) ~h:l ll II(! lIl crc!l.!~cd LO :l penalty 
n ot exceeding torty f!hilling~, OJ' imlwisomnent fOl' :lily tcrm Hot cxceedmg one lll o1!tk . 

25. Tbn.t t he chief oHkcl' of ench In(\I'ket shnll C.;llilQ to 1?C m:ulc, ;dl pmpel' entnc»I III books, to he 
provided for the purpose, of fales in the mnl'ket, of the weIght, pnce, &e. ., , 

26, That, at stated pe,riu<i:" retums shall be made to Gove~'nment by the e~l~et officer of nIl sucb 
Rules, showing the aluoullt. and qUlIlltitics sold, t he a.Vcl';lge ,Price, ~C" lit each 1m!" or l~:l,r kct, 

:27, That an :tssiwi llLtion 1)(' ,veigbts 1llllllll ea~lIres he lOtrlct ly eulurccd, lind one l llutOl"lll systelll of 
weighing be 'tdopted in every ma.rket town i n Ircln.nd. . ' ", ' 

28. That these recooolt1cudat.ions l\~ l'(~gaL"d~ lhe buy mg. SCUlllg, :~1Il1 WClg~llng of all ~~gl'lcultllral 
produce) nnt! the abol ition of all rlt"'rlll.ctiollS anll allownnces from the. true weight and pl'l~e, nmI the 
pWlishmeDt of frauds on the part or elt~er bu.\"ers 01' sen~l'S, bo apphcd t o every market In I rcln.nd, 
whether heli! un J el' private'. I\ eta of P nl"itamcn t or othel"l\'l:1c. 

29. That a set of rerrulatious be fra med and insertet.i in any general w:uket Act, nnd called" the 
b ut.ter-inspection Ch\U8~S ," for t,he Purl)o';)e .{,t' regulutill !!=, the i?sp~ction of butter in t\uy butte: market 
where an inspector way \.,c deemed. de~Il'able, :~nd f.ur :lHul'dmg til [h.use ",.ho \',olullt~1'I 1y plll.';l 
themselves uuder these rcgullltion:1 dOlllt~ legal . :l.utbol"uy to llphold the lIItegnty of t ile lIlspector s 
brand. 

F01' lletermi ll in .. the owner~hip of tuaL·ke ta and fairs, nnd for the noti fic.ation of uny future 
changes in Euch o\;ncrship. Wel. wcnld ,,'cntu~e to su bmit. t hp follow ing pl::tn : - , , 

30. Tbat fin n(h ertiscmcnt be published III the D nMlIl Ga=cflc, I\nd other p:tI1el'8, l"CqUll'lDg every 
person cbimiua to be the llropl'ietor of allY m:Il'ket or {rur, or to be entitled to t he tolli and CUlJ,toms 
thereof, to tlcn~ :into the C hief Secretnry's ofti ~f'. M t he Castle, before :m appointed day, n. statement 
of bis ciru m, nnd the natul'c of hi s t it le in support of allch claim, with the dnte of h i~ p n.tent, if :my, 
:Iud t he pn.rtieulnl's of his lease (it' be holtls by lellse), find 1\ statement, showing the II!\ys on whir-h the 
fairs and m:u'kcts in each place nre heh!, 

31. That after the expiration of the I\ppointcd t irue, :.1.U tho c1ailll.:! sk ill be refel"l"e tl to a (ltteCll '~ 
Counsel, for his cl..lnsidcrntion and ndjudiclltioll , wi.th power to cnll claimnnts befo1'c him. and to 
inspect plltents and other llluniments of title, so ns to aid him in the deter!l1 inittion of the qucstion of 
ownership iu ench case, 

32. That jf any markct or fai l' shal l have l)Opn usunlly heM £01' flo eel'lnin perioli, mul lin pCl'l\\lll 

shall e!rum tllC ownersbip thereof, whethel' ng pnttlutce,llwner of t he soil) 0 1' utitcnyi!!t·, thcn a (;n::dff. 
llotiee I5hnU be published. requil'ing all IJ('fSOIl I:l willing to be('.omc the (!Wllel'S of till! m:wk d , to ticud 
in thE;ir proposal!! fol' 80 doing, amoll<"J whicu prollosall:l t.he L Ol'tl Lieutenant limy select SUllie one or 
more persons to be the OWJlCI' 01' O\\'lIors of thl: Inarket or fair, 

33, Thi\t when two 01' ltI01'O p e1':;ol1l; l:!hn.ll uo detcl'mineu. to UI! OWlICl'1:I uf the mal"ket. 01' fi~i r. it 
shnll :uso Lc uetel'lllllled ill what JlrolJOl,tions thoy shall he respectively elltitlcll; :l1L1! when! tlle toll, 
of any hir or m!l.l'ket shnl l be in lease, both lessor a.nd lessee may be declal'ell joint OWO (>I' ; nnd in 
such case also it shall be detE'rmin ed in what proportions t hey shall be re~pectively entitled, having 
due regard to the tolls h e~etofol'e levin.ble, the unexpirp.d tenD of the l~ll:ie, and nil othcr circum· 
stances proper to be considered. 

34. That ·nny person dissatisfied wit.h the decision of the Queen's Oonned,. either o.s to the owner
ship of the fairs 0 1." mnrkets, 01' the interest of any l'erson therein, or the division or nppointment 
made by him of t he tolle, shall be permitted , within n. stated time, to appeal to t he judicinl committee 
of t he P rivy Council. 

35. That when the ownershipa of all the fai rs and markets in Ireland (except n."! aforesaid) s1m1l 
have been thus determined, the names of t lte owners, with the dayIJ for holdin{l' cnch market or froir, 
shull be duly published ill th E" G a.zettc nnd oLhel' new~papers, and it shall be cl~clIlred t hnt from :lJld 
after the -- day of -- then next, nnd after accommodntion shall ha.ve been duly provided rmu 
certified: toll,S shall be paid t.o t he o'v~el's in resp~ct ~f their fni rd or marketa 1'\'speetively. , 

36. That 1£ any chnnge of ownersh Ip shaH at any tUlle t hereafter take pln.ce, this shuH be commUIll
cated to the Ohief Secretary, by whom the Silme shall be notified in the Gazette. If there be any 
disputes as to ~he ownership, the matter shull be decided by a Queen!s Counsel, subject to thl} nppcltl 
o.e befm'e menttoned. 

37. That llDy alteration of t he days for holding either fnirs 01' markets as orin- inally published shill 
be s~nctioned by t ho L ord L ieutenant, and such chllDO'e notified in the D ubliu 0 Gazette. 

38. That every per!:'on on hnving his ownershi.p decY.'wed, sh ull be enti t.led to receive from the Ohief 
Secretary to t he L ord Lieutenant a certificate thereof on l)nyml:'nt of a smnU fee. And in n11 court! 
of justice, when it shall become necessnry to prove ownership of nny m n.l'ket, the production of such 
certificate, or of tho Gazette notice, shall be deemeu s ufficient evideuce, . ! " . I 
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Th<.: forcgoi,ng 8uggcsti?m:l ~I'(' snbmittcd nl:l'ely with .\ view t" !'IilOW the ,fJrllrI'II[ [·horactc1· of thc 
lC<J'islnt ion willoh we consul cr It would he :uIVLsnblc to apply to all market town~ ns well fot' the pro
m~tion of the LJublio n.dvnnt:tge. as for the benefit and security of individuilols. Further sta..tut·ory 
provisions will. nn.tllrnlly suggest thcmselves, wh.en. the busiuess of: dl'aftin~ no Act of P adinment 
shall he tJlkcn 1Il hand. :mcl we would only submit It. as a "cry desmtble dung. that t he Act, when 
frnmed, sholl hi be n. oubl'ltitutioll for nil previo us enuctlllcnt~. :md should cont.··du within itself 0. 

complete code rtlr t ile }·egulal illll oi the fail'S awl market03 of h'c!antl. 
\Ve Imve now b rought, Ollr duties to t,heir tcrn Jiuntioll, :ul(l regret thnt t he ex tent :md iruportn.nf:r. 

of thc subjects wh ich we hn.ve b~en calleel lIpon to examine ha.ve reudered 60 long :l. repurt indi3-
penmhlc. but we fOIlIl(l onrsch'es lIlIn-ble altogethel' to :l\'oirl the imput:1. tilln of bciug cit her defecti\'.:: 
or tctlious, nnel bn.vc. therefore, pl'cfel'l'ed the latter .dtel'llr.ti ve. It oIlly l'emn.ins for us, in conclusion, 
re-.spcctfuliy to represent to yOUl' Excellency, that t he syi"tem which we have witnessed. by which t.he 
social commcr('.e of the pcoplr. of this country hi\:; uf;en almo!!!t uniformly ovcrln.id with vexatious 
('xu,ctions, and they thctJl!;e\ves stl'llggling n~i\in,..f, fr:l.lI '! wit.h cOl1nter-fraud, nppenril to us to be 
cqunlly iujurious to t.h eil' mO\':J.l c1J:m\l:tcl' :ll1d their pe{'LlIliary interests j that tim immedinte correc
tion of the nbus()s we h :wl ~ l ~uJea"ol1 l'ed t.o dc,;cri l)l' i~ c~:\(Jutinlly requisite ; rmd t.hat both the 
mercantile and agricul tural classes cntertain till" most :mxious hope, t hat wh en H er Ma.jesty·s 
Governmcnt are llI adc fully 11.cqm.intf'u wi th the mlLgni tuuc of the ev ils, they will be disposed to 
en~ounter the difficnlLici:l of their ahl1tclllpn t. 

D ublin, Jjf(f1J 21, 1853. 

'VI! h iH'C the hOllo~ r 1.0 bt'!, 

Your Excellency's most obedient 8erv:m ts, 

HERCULES G. R. ROBINSON, Comon;"';on.r. 
JOHN h>IACBETH . Asaismut Commissioner. 
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