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COPIES" of the CORRESPONDENCE upon which the COMMISSIONE ·Cof}f".y;;/ 

LAWS in Inland, took Legal Advice as to the Construction of the 10th ,"' 
of the Act 10 Viet. c. 31, and of the CASE snbmitted by them to Connsel; and 
of the CIRCULAR LETTER of the Commissioners issued thereupon," 

Poor Luw Commission Office, Dublin,} 
!H June 1848. 

W. STANLEY, 
Secretary. 

COpy of a POLICE REpORT received from the Under Secretary for Ireland, 
on the 24th Apl'i11848. 

(No. 22491 /48.- Carrick-oll-Shannon Union. 

County of Leitrim, Ballinamore, 15tl, April 1848. 
AN inquest was held on tb e 14th instant on the body of Wabby M'Sweeney, 

in the Carrick-on-Shannon Union. 

Copy of Verdict. 
(C That deceaseu came by her death from want of the common necessaries of life, 

and exposure to the inclpmency of the weather. 
"The deceased and family are in great distress, but cannot obtain relief, as her 

llUsband would not give up L2 acres ofland." 
Inspectol'-General, &c. &c. J. Lodge, S. 1. 

Referred to Captain Wynne (Temporary Poor Law Inspector for the Carrick
on-Shannon Union), 26th April 1848. 

Cory of Captain Wynne's REPOItT, dated 8th May 1848. 

THIS poor woman was found dead in a ditch, into which it is supposed she fell 
from exhausllon on bel' relmu from the-Relief Dep6t, where slle had procured about 
a quarter stone of oatmeal from the paupel's. She no doubt came by her death 
as slated in the verdict, and ller husb~Dd and children, J fear, are lik~ly to follow, 
as he will Dot give up the land he holds, 12 acres, and tlte "UIl of the 11Ioulllqin. 
I find that no application was made by or on behalf of this family till after the 
inquest on deceased, and that then, in consideration of the extreme destitution of 
the pnrtics, the relieving officer offered them a ticket for the house, although the 
rather would not give up the land. 

This case is ccrt.:'\inly ODe of the worst I have met with . I do not think the 
family oan hold out mucll. longer; and yet the father will neither conform to the 
law, anti entitle himself to relief, nor will he accept the workhouse, if we offered it. 
It is difficult to manage such cases, and they are by no means nDcoromQD. 

E . W. 5/8/48. 

COpy POLICE REPORT receiveq. from the Under Secl'etary for Ireland , 
29th April 1848. 

(No. 23G32/48.- Westport Union.) 

Connty of Mayo, W .. tport, 15th April 1848. 
AN inquest was held on tbe body of Michael Brady, who died in the Westport 

Union. 
Copy ofVerdict.-" Died from Starvation ." 

Inspector General. Dc,,;s Walsh, Q. S. I. 

(No. 



2 CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE 

(No. 23632/48.) 
COpy LETTERS to Mr. Lynch, Temporary POOl' Law Inspector, and to thc Clerk 

to the Westport Union, dated 1st May 1848. 

POOl' Law Commiasiol1 Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 1st May 184R. 

I AM directed, by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
~ the Poor in Ireland, to forward to you herewith a copy of a communication, which 

they have received from the Uncler Secreta.ry's office, relating to the decease of a 
poor man in the Westport Union, named Michael Brady, and I am to request that 
YOll will have the goodness to make such inquiry into the circumstances a."l may 
enable you to report to the Commissioners as ~o the facts of the case; and espc~ 
cially whether the deceased made application :101' reliet' either to th e Vice
Guardians .ot the '\VestpoJ't Union, to the workhouse }'1astel', or to any of the 
Relieving Officers. 

I have, &c. 

To R. M. Lynch, Esq., &c. &c. W. Stanley, Secretary. 
Westport. 

(No. 23632/48.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
S~ I~M~I~. 

I am directed, by the Commissioners for adminstering the Laws for Relief of 
,the Poor in Ireland) to for.ward to you herewith a copy of a communi.cation which 
they have received from"the Under ~ecretary's office, relating to the decease of a 

".poor man in the Westport Union, Damed Michael Brady, and I am to request that 
the Commissioners may be furnished with the observations of the Vice-Guardians 
of the 'Vestport Union thereon. 

By order) &c., 

'1'0 the Clerk, Westport Union.l W. Stanley, Secretary. 

:(No.25961 /48.) 

CopY R.POltT from Mr. Lynch, dated 9th May 1848. 

Sir, 
h .. ·. accordance with the directions contained jn your letter of the 1st instant, 

· (No. 23632), I made inquiry into the circumstances connected with the death of a 
poor man, named Michael Bradley, not Brady, and I find that he died from want. 
He resided in the townland of Creganruc, in tl)c electoral .division of Louisburgh. 
He. held two or three acres of land, and, therefore, Dever 'afPUed to the Relieving 
· Officer faT assistance; but left his home for the purpose 0 begging, and died Oll 

the. side of the road, within two miles of the town of Westport. His wife, with 
· one inf~nt, have since abandoned. the holding at Creganl'ue, and are gone to live 
at a place called Derrygorriff, in the same el~ctoral division, and arc now reeei ving 
out~oor relief. 

Mr. Carroll, the Relieving Officer of Louisburgh, reports, that there are several 
families in the most urgent distress, who being holders of land .are excluded 
from relief; . thatsevel'al of these persons have sold their beds and clothing to 
enable them to purchase seed for the land , and are now actually starving; but 
stil1 are unwilling to abandon their little farms.. : I .. may add, that such cases are 
not peculiar to Louisburgh, but aTC to be found in a lmost every district in the 
Union. 

Wm. Stanley, Esq. , Secretary, 
Poor Law Commission, Dublin. 

I have, &c. 
·.Richard M. Lynch. 

(No. 



CONSTRUCTION OF ACT \0 V'CT. c. 31. . 

(No. 26474/48.) 

EXTRACT from MINUTES of PROCEEDINGS of the Vice-Guardians, 
dated) Oth May 1848. 

3 

THE Vice-Guardians have directed the Relieving Officers to be questioned on 
the ,ubJect; but such a person IS not known by any of the Relieving Officers. 

(No. 259~ 1/48.) 

COpy LE"M'ER to the Under Secretary, dated 13th May. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 13th May 1848. 

W ITlI reference to the communication referred to the Commissioners on the 
29th ultimo, relating to the death of a poor man named Michael Brady, in the 
W estpo~t U nian, I am directed, by the Commissioners for administering the Laws 
for Rehef of the Poor in Ireland, to transmit herewith, for the information of 
his Excell-:Dcy the Lord Lieutenant, a copy of a Report which the Commissioners 
have receIVed from Mr. Lynch, Poor Law Inspector for the Westport Union 
on the subject. ' 

To T. N. Redington, Esq., &c. &c., I have, &c. 

Dublin Castle. W. Stank!}, Secretary. 

COpy of OnsERvA'fIONS of Mr. Bou'!'ke, Poor Law Inspector, on the Report 
of Mr. Lynch. 

"TH~RB have been two cases of death in the neighbourhood of Westport since 
my arrival, under circumstances such as those alIuded to by Mr. Lynch." 

17th May 1848. R . B. 

CASE for OPINION of The Right Honourable the AttoNlt!}.Gene,..{. 

IT is provided by the l Oth section of the l Oth Vict. c. 31, "tbat no person who 
.hall be in the occupation of any land of greater extent than the quarter of a statute 
acre shall be deemed and taken to be a destitute poor person, under the provisions of 
thc first-recited Act, I & 2 Vict. c. 56, or of the Acts amending the same, or of 
this Act," It is further provided by the same section that, "if any person so occu
pyillg more than the quarter of a statute acre shall apply for relief, or if any person 
on his behalf shaJl apply for relief, it"sball not be lawful for any Board of Guar
·dians to g rant such reJief within or out of the workhouse to any such person." 

By the 54th sectiou of the 1st & 2d Vict. c. 56, it is provided, "that all relief 
given uuder this Act to a wife or child shaJl be considered as given .I£) the person 
<leclared by this Act to be liable to maintain such wife or child," and a similar 
provision is contained in the 8th section of the 10th Vict. c. 31. 

The 10th & 11 th Vict. c. 84 repeals so much of the 1st & 2d Vict. c. 56 as 
provides for the punishment of persons deserting their wives and children, hut 
enacts" that every person who shall desert or wilfully neglect to maintain his 
wife or any child whom he may be liable to maintain, so that such wife or cbild 
shall become destitute, and be relieved in or out of the Workhou.e of any Union 
in Ireland, shall, on conviction thereof before any Justice of the Peace, be com
mitted to the common gaol or house of correction, there to be kept to hard labour 
for any time not exceeding three calendar months." 

On the 15th April las! an inquest was held in the county of Leitrim on the body 
of a woman named Wabby M'Sweeney, and the jury returned a verdict to the 
effect that U she came by her death from want of the common necessaries of life, 
and exposure to the inc1emency of the weather." It was stated at the same time 
that H the deceased and her family were in great distress, but could not obtain 
relief," as her husband would not give up 12 acres of· land. 

Inquiry has been made by the In'pector of the Union in which the wom.~n died, 
in order to ascertain the truth of this statement, and he has confirmed It; and 

44~. A 2 stated 



4 CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE 

stated at the same time I{ that the woman's husband and her children are not 
likely long to survive her, as the man will not give up the land he holds." 

T he Commissioners regard tbe conduct of the parent in this case as a neglect to 
maintain his children, and they would, if justified by the Inw in its present state, 
recommend the Guardians to relieve the children, and prosecute the father under 
the section cited from the Vagrant Act. 

The Commissioners are desirous of receiving your Opinion : 
First. Whether the Board of Guardians could legally afford the ehil· 

dren of this mau relief either in or out of the workhouse. 

Secondly. Whether he can h. prosecuted for neglecting to maintain 
them if they are received into the workhouse, or otherwise relieved 
from the Poor Rates. 

The above QUERIES have already been submitted to Mr. J onathan H enn, 
and the following is his Opinion thereon : 

First. I think they can, in the workhouse if there be room for them, or out of it 
if there be not, if they art: in a state of destitution as aboye described. I do not 
th ink the retention of the land by the father will make it illegal to relieve them ; 
but, 

Secondly. If the father, notwithstanding his possession of the land, is really 
unable to maintain the children, I do not think he could be properly convicted 
under the 10th and H th Vict. C. 84, S. 2. 

15 May 1848, (signed) J. [[ellIl. 
16, Upper Merrion-street. 

I concur with Mr. Henn in the above Opinion . It would not be possible to 
convict the father for neglecting to maintain the children, consider ing his refusal 
to g ive up his land as such neglect. 

Rut· I think, notwithstanding the father's I'efusal to give up the lands, that his 
children are proper objects for relief. 

20 May 1848. (s igned) J. H. M onahan. 

CIRCULAR. 

Poo~ Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 23 May 1848. 

'THE Commiss ioners for administering the Laws for Relie f of the POOl' ill 

Ireland, have been informed, that the familics of persons occul~y ing mol'C thn.n rt. 

quarter of an acre of land suffer in so~ue cases very gL'cat privation in cOnSC(plCl1CC 
of the head of the family refusing to give up the occupation of nuy pa,·t of sucl. 
land, and being therefore not entitled to receive relief under the provisions of 
10 Vict., C. 31, S • .10 . . 

The C9mmissionel's have resorted to legal advice on. this subject, and I am 
directed to state, that such members of lhe family of a person holding more than 
~ quarter of an acre of laud as may be destitute, can legally be relieved in the 
workhouse of the Union, or if the workhouse be full, the Guardians may relieve 
them out of the workhouse, if an order of the Poor Law Commissioners autho
rizing the relief of such persons out of the workhouse, under the 2d section of 
the Act, be in op~rntion in the Union in which they reside. 

The Commissioners desire at .the same time to point out, that the provisional 
power given to Relieving Office rs, under sec. 7 of the Relief Extension Act, 
applies to every class of destitute persons in all cases of sudden and urgent 
necessity, whether the parties be or be not relievable out of the workhouse by 
the Board of Guardians, in virtue of any order of the Poor Law Commissioners 
issued under the 2d section of the Extension Act. 

It is not to be understood, however, fro m the above observations, that a persoq 
occupyin~ more than a quarter of an acre ia himself relievable eitheL' in or out of 
the workhouse. 

I am 



CONSTRUCTION OF ACT 10 VICT. c. 31. 5 

I am to desire that you will call the immediate attention of the Board of 
Guardians to the contents of this Circular, and to the necessity of their at once 
giving instruction to the Relieving Officers of the Union accordingly. 

I have, Bec. 

To 
The Clerk of each Union. 

W. Stanley, Secretary. 

(No. 457, M/48.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 8 June 1848. 

ADVERTING to theiT Circular of the 23d uHimo, concerning the Relief whicl1 
may legally be afforded from the Poor Rates to the destitute wives and children 
of persons occupying more than a quarter of an acre of land, the Commissioners 
for administering the Laws for the Relief of tbe Poor in Ireland direct me to 
state, that, baving reason to believe that sQme misapprehension exists as to the 
precise nature of the modifications which the law, .as explained in that Circular, 
may introduce into the administration of relief, they desire to make the following 
observations :- . 

The only practical difference which that Circular need make in the administra
tion of relief is, that Boards of Guardians and Relieving Officers should not 
permit the wife or cl1ild of a person occupying more tLan a quarter of an acre of 
Jand to die of starvation, or to suffer extreme privations, because the husband or 
father (as the case may be) refuses to qualify bimself for relief, by ceasing to 
occupy more than such quarter of an acre. But it would be an entire perversion 
of the meaning of the law, and of the language and meaning of the Circular, to 
give relief systematically and indiscriminately to the wives and children of persons 
occupying more than a quarter of an acre of land, when the Legislature has 
expressly declared that such occupiers are not to be deemed destitute. 
~ If such occupiers are really able to maintain their wives and families, Boards 

{If Guardians have exactly the same remedy under the Irish Vagrant Act 
(10 & 11 Viet., c. 84), agoinst them, as agoinst a person in employment with high 
wages, who" deserts or wilfully neglects to maintain his wife or any child whom 
he may be liable to maintain, so that such wife or child ,?hall become destitute, 
and be relieved)n or out of the workhouse of any Union in Ireland." Under 
that Act any SI:1CP occupier. may be prosecuted for wilfully neglecting to main
tain pis wife or. child, and he "shall, on conviction thereof before any Justice of 
the Peace, be committed to the common gaol, or house of correction, there to be 
kept · to hard labo~r for :~ny time not exceeding three calen~ar months." 

It is true that Boards of Guardians have no adequate protection against a 
person who •. altJ1ough he .. persists jn occupying more than a quarter of an acre of ' 
land, is so poor. tnat .he c~Dnot be said, in the legal seDse ~f the words, wilfully to 
.Degl~ct to maintain his wife or child, and who yet is practically the cause of the 
dest\tution ofs.uch vrife <?r child, by his refusing to bring himself within tbe con
ditiops through whieh·.he would be entitled by law to relief. The Guardians 
will pe thus exposed to llumerous attempts at impusition, which can only be suc
cessfully met by patient inquiry and discriminatior: 01\ the part oftbemselves and 
.of Helieving" Officers. At the same time, it is to be remembered, that Boards of 
Guardians are now deemed to be in a position which will enable them to save an 
innocent wife or child from death by starvation, arising from the obstinacy of a 
hWlband or fathel'; and means are th.us afforded for the better securing an obj ect, 
which must be regarded as the principal aim of every Poor Law, viz., the preser
va.tion of human life. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

To W. Stanley, Secretary. 
The Clerk of each Union. 

442. 



POOR LAW (IRELAi'iD). 

COPIES of the CORRESPOXDENCE upon which the 

COMMISSIONERS of POOR LAWS in Inland took 
Legal Advice as to the _Construction of the 10th 

Section- of the Act 10 Vict. c. 31, and of the 

Case submitted 1y them to Counsel; and of the 

CIRCULAR LETTER of the Commissioners issued 
thereupon. 

(Sir William Somerville.) 

Ordered, by The House of CommoDs, to be Printed, 

29 June 1848. 
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