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REPORT

OF THE

COMMISSIONERS OF CHURCH TEMPORALITIES

IN IRELAND.

TO HIS GRACE THE MOST NOBLE JAMES, DUKE OF ABERCORN, K.G,,

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND, e,

We, The Commissioners of Church Temporalities in Ireland, beg leave, in pursuance
of the sanction of your Grace, and the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury,
to submit a Report of the proceedings of the Commission from the commencement of
our operations down to the 31st December, 1874, together with such observations, as

appear to be necessary, upon the Reports of the Comptroller and Auditor-General, -

which have been presented to Parliament.

The Irish Church Act "ot having contained the usual direction, that a Report should
be presented to Parliament of the proceedings of the Commissioners, we are indebted
to your Grace for this opportunity of making an official statement on the subject.

The Trish Church Act received the Royal assent on the 26th day of July, 1869. The

Commissioners originally appointed by the Act were Viscount Monck, the Right
Honourable James Anthony Iia,wson, one of the Justices of the Court of Common Pleas
in Ireland, and George Alexander Hamilton, Esquire.

On the lamented death of the latter gentleman, on 17th September, 1871, the remain-
ing two Commissioners thought it their duty to intimate tq the First Lord of the
Treasury that they were prepared to undertake the whole duty of the Commission,
and that the appointment of a third Commissioner was unnecessary, if provision could
be made for constituting the Court of Appeal.

The Government of the day acted on this view, and the Act 35 & 36 Vic., c. 13, was
passed, making the necessary provision for the hearing of appeals,

In pursuance of the second section of that Act, His Honour the Master of the Rolls
was appointed member of the Court of Appeal, he having undertaken that duty ; and
the Commissioners desire to acknowledge the valuable assistance they and the public
have derived from his presence.

See Appen-
dix (Nos. 1,
2, 3, and 4),

The first duty which the Commissioners had to discha}'_‘gce after their appointment ’

was to review the establishment at the office of the late Eeclesiastical Commissioners,
which had been handed over to them by the Irish Church Act. '

For this purpose they obtained from the Treasury the assistance of Messrs. Vine and
Foster, by whom, in consultation with the Commissioners, the establishment at Upper
%errion—st:reet and the scales of salaries were fixed, and subsequently approved by the

reasury. _

A system of receipt and payment was at the same time introduced by Mr. A. J. Phipps,
accountant to the Commissioners, by means of which both operations are conducted
through the agency of the Bank of Ireland, in a manner that appears to afford complete
security, and has been attended, as will be seen hereafter, with great economy.

This system of receipt and payment is favourably noticed by the Comptroller and
Auditor-General in his first report to Parliament presented in the year 1871.

In the beginning of 1870, a letter was addressed to the Commissioners by the
Comptroller and Auditor-General, dated February 12th, 1870, calling théir attention to

the provision made in the 37th Section of the Act, for meeting the expense of the audit ..

‘of their accounts, i
2
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4 REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS

d, 1870, the Com stroller ’“"1. Audll.m'-(l_v.r.xcml
1 g rrlnaiesdulfrfq; ‘ailrllgc}ztifagaﬁzdohfgﬁzhtglge pcrsonally rm}nnluru.tml for the :uhhtuuml
inbl and res I;»usibilii;y cast on him by the Irish Church Act, and suguested that the
- Ouﬁ t of tI};e English Ecclosiastical Cominissioners Hl_muhl bo ft‘i]ltm{ud. and that g
EI;EB a?llilua.l sum should be paid directly to him, leaving him to provide for the expense
of the audit. ' e con e oyl W i
issl not deem it within their proper funclions o decido thiy
qurerglt?og,ozlnrg.l’i]?:;%iec‘:edferred the whole matter to the Treasury, by whu-.];' <ln];.-u'l,n‘mnt.
it was ruled that the Comptroller and A.udltor-(-}unc-ra.l should undertake L 1 \.\ur.k
imposed on him by the Irish Church Act, in his officinl charactor and as part of his
pu‘tpﬂic duties, and that the Commissioners were to pay overy year ounly tho oxpense
actually incurred in the audit of their accounts. ]
The actual sums paid under this head have hecn as follows :—

.‘G 4. .

1t Mazch, 1871, . T T
TodlstMuch Y73, | . L LA 18 2
07?813 . . . 3073 3 48
DT 1814, . . . 2008 710
Total, . . - £6300 7 +

The correspondence on this subject will be found in the Appendix to this Report,

The Irish Church Act became {a.w, as has been already stated, on aGth July, 1864,
but it was provided that the Act should not come into full operation, and i.h:\.t:_ (he
property of the Church should not vest in the Connmissioners unbil Isb Junuary, 1871,

During the intervening period the Commissioners were chargad, wndoer seetions 48 and
49, with the entire duties previously performed by the Ileelesinstical Gommissioners,
with the exception that they were prohibited from originating any works in the way ol
building new edifices, save in carrying into effect engagements for buildings and repairs
entered into by the late Ecclesiastical Commissioners before March, 1869,

Each case of this sort brought before the Commissioners involved w separate investi-
gation, in order to ascertain whether the claim put forward came within the limited
powers conferred on the Commissioners by the clauses of the Act already rvefirred
to. The number of separate orders made amounts to 4,550, and the duties of this sort
ceased, except as to the completion of works previously sanctioned, on 1st January, [871.

The work of the Commissioners properly connccted with tho disestablishment and
disendowment of the Irish Church may be classified under the following hoeads -~

Ist. Ascertaining, and by ovder declaring, the amount of compensation to he

Zwarded to persons deprived of property or income by tho operation of the
ct,

2nd. Commuting for one fixed payment the compensation so awarded whon given
bly way of annuity, and also the life interest in their lands rescrved to the
clergy.

3rd. Managing until ripe for sale, and disposing of, tho proporty of the Church, of
wl}a.tever nature, vgsted n the Commissioners, according to the conditions
laid down in the Irish Church Act, \

It is proposed to give a short narmativ

e of what has been de - s Wbl G
" under each of these heads. at has been done up to the present tin

No. 1. Awarding Compensation,
The portion of duty in this re i ' s
: spect which pressed most on the Commissioners at the
commer;lcement of their labours was that of ascertaining the amounts to be awarded in
cases where the compensation to be given was by way of ann

It was necessary that all such cases should b : uity. )
1st, 1871, because the b ou e ascertanod and deelared hofore ,]unum-y

right to commute these annuitics then ncerucd. aud :
after that date would diminish the value of the annuitant’s lifo intdrosis.( L Ry el

The successful working of the Act i of
S eﬁiciegt L Org::m ; gfgggded upon the establishment of o proper

for the investigation of the clnims.
. afr;& :::ei?lfllg;;i?laizglei ax;dh fo&ms of application suitable to the several classos of cuses
inghinato Octobpe N 186; ¢ Lommissioners, and approved of by the Privy (founcil on

A circular was framed and sent to - .
ev .
known, the answers to which verified b; A oalien i dud sd ol alazmant

e S il a solemn declaration, formed the basis upon
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OF CHURCH TEMPORALITIES IN IRELAND. 5

which the Comiissioners conanenced their investigation as to the amount to be awarded
Claims were in many cascs set up for allowance for incidental and occasional charees.
which led to a great deal’ of correspondence, and in many cases to an appeal to the full
Cowrt of the threc Commissioners. In almost all cases brought before the full Court
the appellants appearcd by counsel, and in any case which involved an important prin-
ciple, or which aflocted any considerable sum of money, the Commissioners thought it
their duty to request that the Attorney-General should be also represented, in order
that the public interest might not be prejudiced for want of proper advocacy.

The entire number of appeals heard before the Full Court has been 417 up to this time,

The result was, that the Commissioners were enabled to ascertain and geclare before
1st January, 1871, the annuitics which were to be payable to all persons compensated in
that way, including not only manbers of the disestablished Church, but also Non-Con-
formist ministers in receipt of Regium Donum grants.

The total number of annuitics awarded was 6,251, There were also awarded gratuities
to persons not entitled to anmuitics in 565 cases.

Claims were disallowed in 1,127 eases.

The compensation provided by tho 40th section of the Irish Church Act to certain
non-conformist bodics, and to the College of Maynooth, was paid as follows :—Non-
conformist Bodies, £90,088 4s. 11dl. (paid in 1870) ; College of Maynooth, £372,331 0s. 6d.,
(paid in 1871).

The sum of £500,000 in licu of private endowments was paid to The Representative
Church Body, on Lst July, [871.

Another class of persous to whom compensation for the loss of property was given by .
- the Act was that of the owners of advowsons, and the ascertaining of the amounts
proper to be paid in such cases proved o task of great difficulty.

The sale of advowsons in Treland was so rvuare that there was no evidence obtainable
which could be relied on as showing the market prico of such property.

After much anxious consideration and consultation with their actuary, it appeared to
the Commissioners the faivest plan to seleet some typical cases and make a decision on
them—ifrom which, if the parties were dissatisficd with the view of the Commissioners,
appeal might be had to arbitration. '

This course was adopted, and though tho arbitrators somewhat surcharged the valua-
tion of the Commissioners, the principles on which that valuation was founded were
adopted and upheld by their award.

The proprietors of advowsons were bound to make their claim for compensation
within three years after the passing of the Act, that is to say, on or before 26th July, 1872.

Claims were sent in up to that date in 851 cases, and of these 327 have been finally
disposed of, and the compensation paid.  The delay in finally disposing of the remaining
24 cases arises from legal difficultios conneeted with the title to the funds. Each of
these cases required an mvestigation of the title of the claimant, and an ascertainment
of the person entitled to recvive the compensation,

Tt will be apparent from this statement that the first great branch of the duty of the
Commissioners—that of ascertaining and paying the compensation for the loss of property
—has been practically completed.

No. 2. Commatation.

On the 1st Jannary, 1871, it was compotent to any person to whom an annuity had
been awarded to eall on the Commissioners to commute his life interest in such annuity
for a bulk sum; and the clergy wero also authorized to commute in the same manner
thoe life-interests in their lands, which wero reserved to them :by the ':[rish Church Act..

The first diflieulty which presented itself to the Commissioners in .reference to_thls-
Lranch of their dutios was tho {act that there were in existence no life tables strictly
H.]l}llit:.éll)lo to thoe case of the clergy. . .

Ihey, therefore, had tables construeted for this purpose by Mr. A. G. Finlaison, Actuary
to The Commissionors for the Reduction of the National Debt, which were approved G’f by
the Privy Council as “Tho Tablo for Commutation of Life Interests” on the 30th day of
May, 1570. Those tables were ab first received by the clergy and those who a.dvocatﬁd
their interests, with a statoment that they were unfair in their operation on them, a.ndd} e
opinions of actuarivs were obtained by them to that effect.  The controversy ct:m_fﬁﬂ-'lﬂﬂ1 o
some months, and at one time it seemed likely that no commutation would take place,
and that one of the great objects of the Act would have been defeated. s ahd

The Commissioners, however, adhered to their resolution to abide by the ta ei’oan
the ultimate result was that commutation took place prior to 1st January, 1873, zn
extent which enabled overy Diocese in Ireland to obtain the bonus of 12 per cent,
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6 REPORT OF TIIE COMMTISSTONIRS

under the 23rd section of the Irish Churel Act, which was conditional on the eommuta.
tion before that date of three-fourths of the ceelesiastical persons within the Diocese,

The effect of these tables was that on an average 128 yeary’ p}trc]m.\{u was paid as the
commutation value (including 12 per cont. honus) of the _
the 2,282 ecclesiastical persons who commuted under the 23rd seetion of the Act,

The total number of commutations eflfocted wags 6,721, and those were completed in
the year 1874, leaving only 423 existing annuitics uncommubed, of which 303 are
annuities to clerks and sextons of a small amount.

Though the whole property of the Chureh vested in the Comnissioners on the 1st
January, 1871, in most cases whove that property eonzisted ol land, it so vested, sabjoct
to the life estates of the then existing incumbents, and as such incumbonts were compelled
by the Act to conmute their lifo intorests in Che Tands, other than mensal Tads, b the
same timo that they eomunuted theiv annuitios, it was necossary for the Comunissioners
to make a very carcful examination of the glohe linds and houses in- ovder to ascortain
their value for the purpose of commutation.  This proved, as might have heen expeeted,
a very tedious and laborious process, and greatly deluyed in many eases the completion
of the commutation operations.

It may be well here to record the fact that these lands cane now, for the first time,
practically under the cognizance of the Commissioners, and that any mistake
valuation made at this stage of the proceudings would have serionsly impoded the
Commissioners at every future step they might take in refevencee to the lands up to the
ultimate disposal of them by sule.

It was, therefore, necessary that the ntinost care and civenmspeetion should e used.

In an ordinary transaction of the purchase of a life interest in lands, it would have
been necessary to have-searches made for ineumbrances.  T'his course would have led
to great expense and delay, and would have rendered it quite impossible to complete
the work of commutation within a limited period. The Commissioners, thercfore, be-
sides inserting advertisements calling on Incunmibrancers to come in and elaim, required
from each applicant a solemn declaration that there were no incumbrances save those

ecified. This mode of procedure worked very well, and out of the entive number
only two instances have oceurred of incumbrances not disclosed to the Commissioners.

‘While the commutations continued they oceupied the whole staft not employed in
taking possession of and managing the property as it fell into possession. It is, there-
fore, obvious that until this operation was completed it was not possible to do much
towards accomplishing the ulterior objects of the Commission,

It must also be remembered that as the lands became by comnmutation vested
absolutely in the Commissioners it was necessary, without delay, to have them
examined, identified, and the conditions under which they were held ascertained, in
order to have them brought to charge in the books of the Conumissioners, and to have
the rents put in course of collection. ;

~Some idea may be formed of the magnitude and labour of this operation from the
statement that the rental of the lands vested in the Commissioners was £225 g2 paid
by 10,563 tenants, and scattered over the whole of Ireland. i

It may l_ne 'mentloned that at no time sjnce the forrqa,tion of the Commission have
the Commissioners been able to dispense with the necessity of employing many of their

officers upon extra duty beyond the ordinary official hours.

Incldenta_l to the commutation of the life interests_in the glebe lands, there were
several duties which gave rise to tedious and laborious inquiries, and formed an
important part of the general work of the Commission. ’

fany of the glehes were subject to building, drainage, quit-rent, and other charges,

all of which required careful investigation before commutation took lace, and which at

. : ; ¢

a hﬁt‘tr period tl;e ]:?ommmsxoners were required to pay off. P en
e extent of these transactions may be estimated from i

estimated as due in respect of them, ag:tounts to aE‘,Gzt'),GOG.the fack that the sum BAc, BY

'%“hese }a;ﬂ'a.im are no? Sra.cticaﬂy completed.

or the purpose of disposing of the Tithe Rent-char issior :
empowered to purchase up a.llgleases of tithes granted ?tgﬁclgsoi:ﬁlcﬁl%: ne, of
Corporations. They have 1n this way acquired property amounting to £4 o TSONS Or

The whole of the annuitants, with the small exceptions already noticed ha iy
muted both for their annuities and their lands. The whole of theyla.nds of th avé com-
have been vested absolutely in the Commissioners, and the d 8 Church

; 2 s second great branch of their
duties may tl:lferei;c;lre 'tée considered to have been brought to a close. :

It remains for the Commissioners to state what : ;
and last division of their work. progress has been made in the third

annuitioy and life-interests of
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OF CHURCH TEMPORALITIES IN IRELAND. 7

No. 8. The Management and Disposition of the Property of the Church which has vested
wn the Cominisstoners.

The property of the Irish Church consisted of two kinds—first, Tithe Rent-charge ;
second, Lands.

The Tithe Rent-charge became vested absolutely in the Commissioners on the 1st
January, 1871, and the first gale beeame collectible bg them on the 1st May, 1871.

In addition to the other onerous work at that time being performed by the staff of the
Commissioners, it was necessary to have preparcd on the 1st May, 1871, an accurate rental
of the Tithe Rent-charge in ordor to its collection.

The amount of the Tithe Rent-charge which vested in the Commissioners on 1st
January, 1871, was about £404,000 per annum, the number of items on the rental being
about 40,000.

The mode of receipt which has been adopted by the Commissioners, and which has
proved eminently successful as well as cconomiceal, is as follows :—

Immediately after a gale of rent or of tithe rent-charge has acerued due, a caleulation
is made in the collector’s department in the office of the allowances to which the tenants
or payers are entitled on account of local charges, &c.

he net sum due by each tenant is thus ascertained, and a “ receivable order” for the
amount is sent by post to him, authorizing him to lodge the sum due to the credit of the
Commissioners at the ncarest branch of the Bank of Ircland, or of any other bank in
Ireland, or by remittance to the Bank of Ircland, Dublin. These receivable orders are in
force only for a limited period, and if not lodged in the bank within that time the
defaulters are liable to legal proceedings.

The tenant lodges in bank the amount due, and the receivable order.

The money and the receivable order arc transmitted to the central office of the Bank of

Ireland, the money being there placed to the credit of the Commissioners’ “Cash Account,”.

and the reccivable orders forwarded every morning to the office of the Commissioners,

where they are entered on the books, have the official receipt stamped upon them, and are

returned to the payers. It will thus be seen that the same receivable order constitutes

ll);)t{;m addemand and a receipt as well as a voucher for the amount lodged in the Bank of
eland.

The main feature of difference between this receivable order system and that adopted
by the Government, consists in the reccivable order becoming ultimately the receipt
- furnished to the payer. This suggestion, together with the proposal to abolish written

receipts by the substitution of a stamping machine for the performance of that duty,
originated with the Accountant to the Commissioners.

‘he Commissioners were directed to dispose of the Tithe Rent-charge in one of two
modes at the option of the payer—

1. They might sell it for ready money, at a price amounting to twenty-two and a half
years’ purchase of the sum annually paid, less the amount deducted for Poor Rates
on an average of five years. ' .

2. They might convert it into a terminable annuity payable for fifty-two or a less
number of years, at the expiration of which time the payments would cease,
and the Tithe Rent-charge become merged in the land. :

_The second mode was based on the supposition that the Commissioners advanced to the
_ Tithe Rent-charge payer the funds necessary to buy his rent-charge at twenty-two and a
half years’ purchase.” At this rate the money advanced would yield about £4 9s. 0d.
per cent., but the Commissioners could borrow from the National Debt Commissionars, at
the rate of three and a half per cent. The difference between the two rates of interest
(about one per cent.) would create a sinking fund, the accumulation of which in fifty-
two years would fully discharge the purchase money of the Tithe Rent-charge. .
If the Tithe Rent-charge payer takes no step in applying to the Commissioners his
‘ent-charge continues payable as a permanent charge on his property, and no time is
limited in the Act within which it is necessary for the Tithe Rent-charge payer to move
1n order to get the benefit of its provisions in this respect. i o
The purchasers for ready money have brought in £288,471, and have extinguished-
£13.100Tper annum of Tithe Rent-charge.
The 1the Rent-charge converted into terminable annuities amounts to £150,500 per
annum, leaving a balance of £245,000 per annum, still payable in perpetuity.
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§ REPORT OF TIITL COMMISSIONTIS

The land of the Church may be classificd under three heads :—

1. Ecclesiastical buildings and grave-yards attached to or connceted with them.
2. Ticclesiastical residences and mensal lands attached to thom.
3. Lands let to tenants either in perpetuity or for limited tenures.

1. Eeclesiastical Buildings and G'rave-yurds.

With regard to ecclesiastical buildings used for the celebration of public wovship, it
was provided by the Irish Church Act that all such buildings in use at the time of the
passing of the Act should be vested in The Representative Church Body without any
payment, together with any school-houses habitually used in connexion with them.  The

rave-yards attached to the churches were also to he vested in The Reprosentative Church
%ody except in cases where the grave-yards were separated from tho churches by a
carriage highway. In these cases tho grave-yards were to bo vestod in the Bowrds of
Guardians, unless they were situated i private demcesnes,

All the churches and grave-yards attached have been vested in The Representative
Church Body, and as far as the Commissioners have been able to aseortain them, the
grave-yards separated from the churches by a carriage road have been all vostoed in the
Boards of Guardians of the respective unions. The grave-yards situate in private
demesnes have been vested in such persons as the Lord Licutenant in Couneil directed
in each particular instance, pursuant to the 26th seetion of the Aect.

The jurisdiction given to the Commissioncrs with respeet to national monuments by
the 25th section (paragraph 1) has been excrcised by vesting a cortain number of them
in the Secretary to the Commissioners of Public Works in Trcland, and aswm of £22,554
has been paid for their maintenance.

9. Eeclesiustical Restdences and Mensel Lands,

By the 27th section, The Representative Church Body was cntitlod to claim that
every ecclesiastical residence which was occupied by a clergyman at tho timo of the
passing of the Act, or within six months previously, should be vested in thewm, with the
garden and curtilage thereof, on the conditions mentioned in that section.

By the next section (28) the Commissioners were authorized, in addition to the
residence, garden, and curtilage, to vest in The Represeutative Church Body such furthor
portion of land as they might consider necessary for the convenient enjoyment of the
residence, on such conditions as might be agreed on, or determined by arbitration ; and
it was provided, that to every such order there should be annexed a map aceuratoly
defining thé land thereby vested.

It is plain that every provision of each of thesc sections contains matters which voquired
strict, accurate, and patient local examination.; and in practice these inspections oave
rise to a most voluminous correspondence with the Commissioners, in which Tlhe Ropre-
sentative Church Bqdy, the Incumbents, and the Local Vestrics soverally took part, and
which largely occupied the time and attention of the Commissioners and thoir staff. Tt
was also necessary to make arrangements for the managemont and roceipt of the profits
of these lands in the time that intervened between the vesting of them in tlo

Commissioners, and the completion of the necessary preliminarics for vesting thom in
The Representative Church Body. )

With the view of simplifying the mode of arriving at the price to be paid by The

Representative Church Body for the additional land which might be vested in them,
the Commissioners put themselvés in communication with the Judgo of the Landed
Estates Court, who very kindly furnished them with what he considered a fair averago
of the prices recently obtained for property in each of the four provinees of Treland.

The Commissioners then proposed to The Reprosentative Church Body that they
should pay for their lands the average price of land i

. s _ n Ireland—which appoared to be
fair, as the lands to be bought were situated in all parts of the country. "This proposal

was accepted by The Representative Church Body, and forms the basis on which the
value of the lands vested in them was ascertained.

The Commissioners thought it right, where a residue of mensal glebe beyond the
portion vested in The Representative Church Body was left, to treat the Incumbent in
occupation with reference to such residue as a tenant, and to offer him the privilege of
pre-emption in the same manner as they are required by the Act to offer the rieht of
purchase to all tenants holding directly from the Commissioners. °
' The number of ecclesiastical residences in Ireland claimed by The Representative Church
Body is 880. Orders have been made ascertaining the amount of land to be given with
each house in 872 cases, and there have been actually vested in The Representative Church
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



OF CHNURCIL TEMPORALITIES IN IRELAND. 9

Body 237 glebes. Tho delay in vesting theso glebes in The Representative Church Body
has arisen mainly from the neeessity of having aceurate maps of the land annexed to the
houses. . ) _ .

No inconvenicnee T, however, arison from this delay, as the houses have
throughout continued in the occupation of the Incumbents and the Representative
Church Body.

3. Lands Let to Tencnds either in Perpetuity or for Limited Tenures.

These Lands are of three classes :

1st. Those held in perpetuity.
ond. Thoso held by renewablo leases.
3rd. Those held from year Lo yoar, or other terminable periods.

With respeet to the lands hield in porpetnity, the Commisgioners were authorized to
offer the tenanty the right of huying the hend rents ab twenty-five years’ purchase.

The numerous duties which the complotion of other portions of their work imposed
on they Commissioners and their stafl’ prevented them from oftering for sale these rents
to the owners as quickly as might have been the ease under other cirenmstances.

They did, however, ofler them in bwo dioceses, and it was found that out of 124 offers
only 28 were accoptod. 1t thorefore appeared (o the Commissioners anwiso to delay
other and more pressing work for tho purpose of continuing these oflers when there
appeaved to be a disinelination on the purh of the owners to pureliase at the rate fixed in
the Irish Church Act.  In afinancial point of view there was no objeet in hastening these
sales at the cost of the dolay of other business, hoeause the Conumissioners were paying
The Representative Church Body only 8) per eent. on the money due to them, and the
rent of the perpetuitics amountod to 4 per cont. on the principal, which would be realized
if sales had been effected at the rate fixed in the Act.

- These remarks of course apply only to the past, when the staff of the Commissioners
;va.% ovgecrtasked by the work connceted with commutation ad the vesting of the glebe-
ands, &c.

. The perpetuity rents (save in about G0 exceptional cases) were offered to the owners
in December, 1874,

The second class of lands with which the Commissioners had to deal were those which
are held by renewable leases, and with respect to such lands they were prohibited from
offering them for sale to the public until aftor January 1st, 1874.

The third class of lands vested in tho Commissioners is that which is held by yearly
and other tenures not renewable.

As these lands became vested in the Commissioners by comwmutation or otherwise, it
was desirable as soon as possiblo to ofler’ thom for sale to tho tenants, and every effort
was made by the Comuissioners to oxpodite this procoss, consistent with the completion
of the portions of their work, which in point of ¢chronological order preceded this operation,
and which have Leon already deseribed.

Both with regard to this and the proceding class of Jands o very heavy responsibility
was cast on the Connissioners, in connexion with offoring them for salo to the tenants.
[t was enacted (s. 34) that hoforo oflering these lands for salo to the public they were
to give notice to the tenant that they woro prepared to soll Tim the feo-simple of the
lands “ for a price to bo named by the Clommissionors in the said notice.”

In order properly to carry into cifect this cnactment it is obvious that it was necessary
to have a minute examination mado of cach holding, in order that on tho one hand the
property of the public might not be sacrificed by ]ﬁwing the prico fixed too low, or that
on the otl}el: the policy of tho statute might not bo defeated by its being placed toohigh.
When it is considered that the holdings of the third class number 8,432, situate in

all parts of Ircland, some idea may bo formoed of tho todiousness and labour of this work.

The number of holdings of tonants, of all classos is as follows :—

Purpotuity . . e , < 4L712
Ronowablo tenuves 2 : . 419
Yearly and otlyor tenuros . . 8,432

Total . . 10,663

O.E.em h_avp been made to the tenants in 6,130 cascs (including about 2,000 in which
';'h: time limited for accepting the offers had not expired on 81st December, 1874), and
+267 bave accepted the terms proposed by the Commissioners.
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The completion of the compensations and commulations has sob freo o certain nunber
of clerks, who are now cmployed av the work conneeted with the sale of the lands,
and with the assistance of two additional valuers, whose v.m_l:luynmnt hfm h.v.un lz_ttcl
sanctioned by tho ’l‘rca.suryi the Commissioners expeet that this branch of their husiness

1 : very rapid rate.

Wl}}'ﬁ):‘gg;];rﬁ;?onig cnlturtu.iu a conflident expectation l-It:L[". they will he able, within o
short period of time, to complete the offors of the sule of thetr Tuds o the tenants
holding directly from them. Lt will havo huen obrerved that in o large proportion of
instancos those offers have boen accopted, and .l;hm w:ll: no doubt, be u]an the Caso iy
the future; but it is apprehended that I;!u: disposal of the unh'ulfl l'uﬂ_uluus o th:.mu
estates will be a very troublesomo and tedious process. T convoying his own holding
to any occupying tenant, there {lﬂ(::-f n.nt appont o bo any uls.]nnl.lfm. {0 pur[cn_wmng the
process by doscription, but when it is necessary to sell Lluzlumllapnmecl rosiduo 1.,u 2
stranger, 1t will be cssential that the conveyance shall contiin an accurabe map of the
land conveyed by it, and this will involve in every ease a new inspection, as the
materials for the map cannot be obtained unbil it is u.qnm:t;\.nuul how the ;,ruuu_ml aspeot
of the property has been aflectud by the accoptance or rolusal by tho lenants of the olfers
of the right of pre-cinption,

From what has beon stabed it is apparent that the compensations for the loss of pro-
perty or income have been all ascertained and paid.  That, practically, in all casow where
compensation for loss of property was given by way of annuiby, the annuibics have heon
commuted, and the life interests of the clergy in their lands have boen bought ap, ad

that large progress has been made in selling tho lwnds which have by this process hecome
vested absolutely in the Commissionors.

In order to offect these operations the Commissioners have hoen obliged o use freely
the powers of borrowing, which were conferrad on them by the 50l and subsequent
sections of the Act. They have likewise availed themsclves of the vight conforred on
them by the 53rd section, of postponing partially the payment of their obligations to the
Representative Church Body.

The result of these financial operations is, that tho Commissioners are, ab the date
of this report, indebted—

To the Representative Church Body . : g L360,000
To the Commissioners for Reduetion of the National Dbt . .LU,000,000

Total, . £0,360,000

The debt to the Church Body will, it is expected, bo completely dischargod on or before
1st January, 1876, and the Commissioners for Reduction of the National Dobt will then
be the sole creditors of the property vested in the Commissioners.

That property will consist of—

1st. The amount of Tithe Rent-charge wnconverted into torminable annuities, but
liable at any time to be so converted or purchascd for roudy moncy.

2nd. The terminable aunuitics into which any portion of the Tithe Rent-chargo las
been converted.

8rd. The terminable annuitics into which any portion of tho price of land sold may
have been converted under the 52nd scetion,

4th. Moneys representing the price of land, and sceured by mortgage, under the
same soction.

5th. Moneys, if any, payable by the Reprosentative Church Body in twonty-two
years, under the 53rd section,

6th. The residue of lands unsold.

It may be here stated that at the beginning of next yenr the Connnissioners expoct to

be in & position to commence the repayment of the advances which have beon made by
the National Debt Commissioners, at the rate of at least .£800,000 a yonr.

The valuation which was originally put on tho whole proporty of tho Church, and
which has been found by experience to Ee below its roal vu}uu, was £16,000,000, -

The expenditure requisite for carrying into effect the componsating cliuses of tho Act
and other necessary outlay will amount to £11,560,000 ; it was estimated when the Trish
Church Bill was introduced into Parliament at :£8,450,000.

This excess of expenditure over the estimate was produccd partly by cortain changes

made in the Bill during its passage through Parliament, after the cstimate had boen
made, and partly by the nuraber of

_ persons entitled to compensation having proved
‘much larger than was anticipated. ¥ =

The experience which the Commissioners have had of sales of their property of all
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sorts warrants them in placing on the entire property (including

proceeds of sales already made), a valuation of not less than . . £16,740,000
Deducting liabilities and payments already made, . . . £11,560,000
Probable surplus,. . . . .  £5180,000

It only remains to mention the cost up to the present time of the operations of the
Commission.

It has been already stated that in addition to the work properly connected with the
disestablishment and disendowment of the Church there was imposed on the Commis-
sion the duty of managing and collecting the revenues of landed property of the
value of £225,622 per annum, and tithe rent-charge to the amount of £404,000 per
annum.

The whole of these sums have been, as already described, collected by the ordinary
staff of the office ‘without the intervention of local agents or receivers.

The annual receipts (including proceeds of sales of property), and the expenses of the See

Commission (including legal expenses, costs of claimants establishing claims, and audit),

have been respectively as follows :—
Year. Receipts, Expeuses,
£ £

186970, 218,810 30,239

1871, 517,373 28,389

1872, 743,524 31,112

1873, 1,111,138 30,773

1874, 042,986 32,400

Total, . 3,532,831 159,922

or an average expense of £30,584, being at the rate of 44 per cent. on the moneys
collected, a sum which would not appear to be an unreasonable payment for that
work alone, without allowing any charge for the special duties, for the performance of
which the Commission was called into existence.

It will be observed that since the commencement of 1872 (the date when the Church
lands became to a great extent vested in the Commissioners) the proportion of
expenses to receipts has been much reduced, the average amount of receipts for the last
three years being £932,216, and the average amount of expenses for the same period
being £31,431, or at the rate of 3} per cent. on the moneys collected.

ACCOUNTS.

The Commissioners, before dealing with and answering the objections taken to their
proceedings hy the Comptroller and Auditor-General, desire first to express their
satisfaction that their accounts have been subjected to such an acute an searching
examination. )

In the performance of the multifarious and novel duties which were imposed on the
Commissioners it was almost inevitable that casés should arise of trifling omission and
clerical inaccuracy, and they readily acknowledge the assistance which t.heg have derived
from the examination of their accounts by the Comptroller and Auditor-Geeneral, in dis-
covering and rectifying any such mistakes. They venture at the same time to think
that the infrequency of such cases, and the small amountsinvolved in them, as shown, are
matters highly creditable to the capacity and diligence of their staff.

The Commissioners wish in the next place to define accurately their views of the
relations which, on the true construction o]f)the Acts of Parliament, subsist between them
and the Comptroller and Auditor-General. . %

By the 37th section of the Irish Church Act it is provided that the accounts therein
referred to are to be transmitted to the Comptroller and Auditor-General “ to be audited,
certified, and reported upon, with reference to the provisions of this Act, and in con-
formity with the powers and regulations prescribed in the Exchequer and Audit Depart-
ments Act, 1866, for the rendering and audit of appropriation accounts.” . e

The provisions of the “ Exchequer and Audit Act” regulating “appropriation audits

are contained in clauses 21 to 32, inclusive. 5
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They will be found to refer to two classes of accounts— ‘ ‘ ‘
1st. Accounts of payments charged directly on tho Consoliduted ¥ wndd, and speci-
fically appropriated by Act of Parliament. s s
ond. Accounts of supply grants comprised in the Appropriation Act ol each year,

"™ the items of Which are also specifically appropriabed by that Ael.

These two classes of accounts the Comptroller and Auditur—(}um:ml is direeted (seelion
27) to examine with reference to two points—-—namcly, '
1st. Whether the payments which the accounting dcpm't.nu-.1ab haw charged Lo
the grant are supported by vouchers or proofs of payment.
ond. Whether the money expended has been appliod to £l purposo or purposes
for which such grant was intended to provide.

In conducting an analogous audit of the accounts of the Conumissionurs there cottld
be no difficulty about the st matter of investigation. ]

The Commissioners were, of course, bound to produce proper vouchors for all puy-
ments made by them. ki ; i S

With regard to the second matter of examination it is plain that, m all _u.pprupru:,t-n i
audits contemplated by the “Exchequer and Audit Act,” Parlinment had cither by sowne
special Act, or by the General Appropriation Act, specifically fixed the purpose fo
which each sum of money to be considered, was dedicated. _ '

Tn the Irish Church Act, on the other hand, with the stnele exeeption af Lhtu000,
given in place of private endowments (section 29), there is no specitic approprintion ul’
any sum of money whatever. o

One of the principal duties of the Commissioners was that of “nscortaining wiul by
order declaring ” the specific sum which <hould in cach case e applied to each head of
service.

The investigations necessary for this purpose involyed in some cases questions of Taw
in some, questions of fact ; and in others mixed questions of luw and fuet,

For the decision of these, amongst other matters, the Commissioners were armel
}section 7) with judicial powers, they were authorized to decide all mattors of law and
act, and their decisions were made final, except in the two eases provided for, viz. -
that of appeal to the Three Commissioners, or to Arbitration.

From this statement it appears obvious, that in all eases when the Commissioners
are directed to ascertain and.I{)y order declare what should be paid, their decistons stoud
for the purposes of appropriation audit, in the place of the speeific approprintions by
Parliament, contemplated by the Exchequer and Audit Act,” and thab the Comp-
troller and Auditor-General had no more right in making his andit to question the
validity of the decision of the Commissioners as to the amount to be paid than he had
to question the specific sum voted by Parliament.

The Treasury, having settled and approved of the form of the wecounts, divoeted that
they should be transmitted monthly to the Comptroller and Auditor-Croneral and annually
la&%‘t}:yﬁm? beforetParlmmt:alttu% tolthe 31st Decewber in each your. :

¢ first account presented to Parliament embraced a period of sevontoen wonths, fro
the 26th July, 1869, to the 31st December, 1870—it bloimr uunsi:ifz::’{uf ltl,l?: lxtll::ui.{:': .::'
venient course to make that period the subject of tho fivst necount, as an aceount up
to {‘llie i";lst December, 1869, would have been of little practical value, h l
oy ‘:as‘?rﬁl’;ie((’f E;eoggglggfllﬁﬁ; ﬁl(i z:eugét%:—Genal'al I.%poll t.l‘:at aecounb wis prvsvutv_:i.
sty Dapee, No. 354) ommons of the ond June, 1871,  ('arlin-

We now proceed to notice seriatim in detail the several obscrvations of the Comp

troller and Auditor- i . ) : O
assed by him to t?lreci:a;ﬁ?it:n&de in that Report, so far as they involve objoctivons

“3. The Regiwm Donum,

“Tn consequ i i :
Ao Baon a:fla rdegdof::;‘%: tg’:?;%‘;:;‘:i;g:‘:&fﬁhms t:nhnryﬁrmt, componsation, anumting to.L20,2:21 Do, L
successors in vespect of annuities. ) %o certain of the non-conforming clevgy and their nistand

“Some of the non-conforming clergy and their assi
or v assistant success p i 2
annuities due to them, and the sum of £127,261 0s. 3d. lias beon Pa{:g's fcln:‘ :3::1:1::‘1;13111&::::& Sl i

%It may here be observed, that the provisi i
ﬁfyﬁ.:isres%:ids ey o 5 paymentspfo::s;g:nt; :ti. :il;i .3%11 section of the Act lave not heen fully complicd
Pty 3;1 3;:?3“{::: Bt‘:aat th: mt;i: aggc;i:;‘iei ;;0 e;%:i\;jvoart}sne uo:lnmutla’.t.iun money shull Lio nppointed by
L o : , or Synod, or Prosb :
ese appointments not having been furnished, the attention of the Comxniaax:::gr’sa;::l%nmaﬂl;:\l\lﬁfl ht:u tho

omission, and they have been requeste i : 5
department. equested o obtain the appointments in question, and transmit them to this
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“ Under the teems of Seetion (0, Sub-seetion 1, eomnpensation Los been made to the Wido Orphan
Synod of Ulster, amounting to Lh,124, ) ¥ g Poud

“A s of EIRA00 By 2l has also Teen paid by way of compensation to widows' funds under Section 40
Subsseebion 3, on necount of sums pudd by ministers oub of their first year's income. ’

“ Also, uncler Section 40, Sub-sicetion 2, o sum of £8,505 6s, 8d. las been paid in compensation of sums
dorived from ¢ vaeant congrogntions,’

¢ Tioddition to this eharge, ib appones from tho aceounts that thore Lavo beon claimed and allowed under the
o sostion ad subeseetion, payments s compensation to the Presbytorian Widows' Tund Associat’ion and to
the Trusleos of the Secession: Widows” Tund  Associantion, on acecount of the aunual subseription made by
individuasl moembors o theso nssocinbions,

“AN i owas nob apparent thad heso nssoeintions Tnd, b any time, recoived auy grant directly or construe-
tively from the Regium Donum, b appeared 4o me that the compensation awarded to these associations
Baud 30k hoon condomplated by Parlimend, as the ohjoot of the Act was to compeusate those persons or bodies
only who had heon injured by the withdmwal of the Parlimnentary Grant.  Accordingly two communications
wore ddvossed, under my directions, o the Commissionors (eopics of whicly, fogether with the replies, are
horowibh annexed), with o view of aseorlaining the grounds upon which these paymonts had been made, and
also whellor tho faels of Uhe ey ns staded by mey woro corroet,

SO will bo seen from the woplisg to Uiese Loblors bhab, without demurring to my statoment of the facts, the
Commissioners deelined o adlod any information as regards thoso payments, on the ground that, by the terms
of the Tth section, they arve constituted solo md final judges of the construction of the Act both as regards law
and fnet.

“Tlaving vegard to the elaimants under the Act, the Commissioners Luve, in tho definition they have given
of their powers, no doubt correctly interproted the TUh seetion.  But as, on the other hand, the Comptroller
and Anditor-Cenoral iy exproessly required by the 374 secbion to audit, certify, and report upon the accounts,
with wofevence to the yrovisions of the det, and in conformity with the principles which regulate the
application of moneys appropristed to speeific purposss by Pruclinment, T feel it a duty incumbent upon me,
in considering thoe admisgibilily of payments slated to ho charged against Irish Chureh Funds in virtue
of powerd conforred by the Acl, to notice he doubls which havo suggosted thomselves us to the legality of the
compensabions mudo to Ghe associnbions in question.

“ A already obsorvod, e nonsconfieming elorgy have racoived amnmities oqual to the yearly amount drawn
by them from the Reghon Donwm without deduetion 5 and, ns componsation hns also heen made to the two
widows' funds bofore mentioned, for subseriptions pnid by the elergy out of their own incomes, it follows, if my
widorstiding of the facls and of the intentions of the Logislabure is correet, that o double compensation has
Bieen made, mnounting to £1 1,450 12,

“ Undor wection 40, subssoetion 4, eompensation Ting further boom awarded to the clevks of Synods, amount-
ing to £2,131 19, 4d. 5 to tho trastoes of the Goneral Assombly's College ab Bolfust, in vespect of Theological
Profosson’ salnries, incidontal oxpousos, and buildings, sub-soctions § and 6, £39,7756 19s. 2d. ; and lastly, to
the trustees of the non-sulmeribing associntions of Prosbyterinng, also for the Theologieal Professors’ salaries,
£4,200,

“As rogards the payments of the annuities duo to the elovks of Synods, evidence of the appointment
of the trustees to whowm the money should bo paid has not been, as yet, furnished to this department
iu respect of ono of theso elerks, :

“Tho attention of the Commissioners has likewise beou enlled to this omission, nnd they have been
roquested to furnish the necossary evidence,

The first irvegularity above alleged is that “ The provisions of the 39th section of the
Act have not been fully complied with, ws regards some of these payments for commu-
tation.”

The 89th section of tho Act requires, that the Commissioners shall pay the estimated
value of the annuity which has beon commutod to trustees, such trustees to be appointed
by the minister or nssistant suecessor, and tho General Asscinbly or Synod or Presbytery
of' the Chureh, or religious community to whieh he may belong. _

The charge made is, that the Conuuissioners paid over the commutation moneys
without having obtained the appoinbments in (uestion. .

A reforonce to the made adopted by the Commissioners of ascertaining and paying
thoe commutation moneys, will furnish the best answor to the charge. o

The Commissioners, in pursuanco of the Act, settled a form in which such applications
for commutation, under the $9h section, wore to be made.  'We give one of these forms :—

“ APPLICATION (o Communs «n Aannuily for o Cupital Sumn, wnder the 39th Section of
Trw Tasee Ciiorent Acr.”

1, , Minister of the Congrogation of , in the Presbytery of , hereby apply to The
Conmmissionory of Ubnreh Tomporalitios in Ireland o Commute for a eapital sum the Annuity of £ )
which is seemred to mo undor the 38th Heetion of The Trish Church Act; and I request that such capital sum
may bo pnid to the following porsons, nmnely i—

whq Lawvo Loon appointod Trustoos, in pursuance of tho 30th Soction of tho Act, by myself and by the (@)

114 , furthor aftivim that T am the porson entitled to the above-mentioned Annuity ; and that the S;;d
Annuity i nob in any way incumberod.  And I also declare that T was years of age on the ¥
of , 18, as verified by the Certificate herounto annexed.

[Signature.]
Address

, , @ General Assembly, or Synod, or Presbytery (as the cass may be). ,
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Declaration before « Meyistrete.

I do solemnly and sincerely doclare it tho stabements mado in the foregoing Applirf\l-iun et
And T make this solemu Declaration conseiontiously bolioving e sue Lo o Geae, wd hy virtuo of an At
made wnd passed in thoe 5th and Gth years of the voign of 1is Mujesty King Williaw 1V, inbituled “An Agt
for the morve effectual Abolition of Oathy and Aflivinalions taken med made v ovaeious Depaetinents of the
State, nnd to substitute Doclarations in lien {heroof, and for tho more enbire suppression off Voluntary and
Extrajudicial Onthy and Adlidavits.”

Dabend this day of , I8

[ S'iy.mmrlu';: q/'ll'u-rf_rf nteeliny /)m!/u.‘.a‘.-t!.-r'u;u—.l
Made and subscribed before mo this day of I8

Nivynerture of'
Mayistreds,

J. P, for the Coaty of

(8) I lerchy cortify that the aboveanentioned Trustees wore appoinlad, in pursunee of o SOU Seclion of
The Irish Clurch Act, by the Rev. and by the

o e — e - . e ——

Nt ¢ i PG
31 Slynatre.

Certificate marked (5) 0 be signed by the Moderator or ot ollieer of the tieneral Assumnbly, or Synod, or Proshytery (as tha e nay
Lie), to which the Applicant belongs.

Tt will be seen from tho above form, that in every caso the elaimant and the ¢ feneral
Assembly or Synod, as the caso might be, woro roquired o stale the nanes of the
trustecs to whom the moncy was to be paid, and to ccrtily that they wero duly
appointed, and this practice has been followed in every cio. .

his appears to be a sufficient answor to the chargo that the provisions ol the 89k
section were not fully complied with,” and, indeed, the chargo is practically withdrawn
in the second report of the Comptroller and Auditor-General.

The next charge in the same paragraph is, that the Comanissioners illogndly paid com-
pensation to the Presbyterian Widows’ Fund Association, and to the Trastees of the
Secession Widows' Fund Association,

The Trustees of both these Associations sent in claims for compensation, and furnished
evidence in support of their claims. The elaims wore discussod beforo the fonnis-
sioners, and they decided judicially on the amount of compensation to which they wore

. entitled. #
The facts with respect to the claims appearcd to be :—

That payments were made directly out of the Reyivm Donwmn in respect of vacant
congregations. As to these no (uestion can arise,

That other payments were made to the widows' associations hy the hunds of the
agents for the distribution of the Royal Bounty, who wore appointed in the yoar 1804
The Commissioners found that, from that timo, the succossivo agents paid outl ol the
Royal Bounty an annual subscription of £2 for cach Minister to the funds of tho
Associations as well as a payment out of his fivst yem’s income, dedueting those
payments from the stipend, so that this was not a voluntary payment by the Minister,
but was stopped out of the Regium Donum beforo it reached his hands,  The following
statement was made to the Commissioners on behalt of the Prosbyterian Widowy’ [und
in their claim, and was substantiated by proof.

“From the commencement, of tho present century, in the yoar 1804, when the fivst appointment
was 'made by the Irish Government of an Agent for the distribution of the Royal Buunty nmoeng the
Ministers of the Synod of Ulster and Presbytery of Anfaim, the aunual sums paid to the Widows'
Fum,:'l of those Bodies have been—1st, the Regium Donum of Vacant Congregations—=2ud, the fivst
year’s Regium Donum (without deduction) of new members, and an anmual contvibution of £2 for
every year after the first out of the Regium Donum by all Ministors, Members of tho Associntion.

“This arrangement, recognised by successive Administrations fram the period just menbioned, until
the present time, was uni ormly carried out by the Agents appointed by Government. By thoese
Agents, were paid to the Treasuret of the Widows' Fuud the soveral swns acerning, quarterly, from
temporary vacancigs in Congregations—the first year's income of Ministors devived from tho Regiwm
Donum, and the annual subscription of £2, which was vetained by the Agent, who deducted vvery
three months ten shillings from the Regium-Donum of each Member.

«I am further to state that quarterly retwrns, including the foregoing accounts, were, by ovder of
Governm e:llt, furnished to the Commissioners of Audit by the late Agents, Drs. Cooke and Moutgomoy,
together with the proper vouchers. Receipts for these were given by the Commissionors who retained
the original documents.

« From the copies of these accounts furnished hn.rt.crly to the Association in the lifetime of the
Agents, and the accounts since rendered by the :}‘ree.surer, the Returns under paragraphs 2 and 3,
86(13:.1 t!z(?ﬁ:3 ({){ the Trish Church Aect, required by the Commissioners, and herewith sent, have been
extracted.

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



O CHURCH TEMPORALITIES IN IRELAND. 15

Having regard Lo all these faets, (e Commissioners on full considerati n decided, that
such payments could not bhe considered as mere voluntary payments ma le by individual
Ministers ‘ol their fvee will)” bul were, within the meaning of the Act, sums paid to
the Associations out of the Regiwm Do,

It is quite true that the non-conforming Clergy have received mmnities equal to their
stipends withoub deducling those annual stoppages, or the payment out of the first year’s
income, but that is beeanse the Commissioners were notb authorized by the Act to make
any such deductions, nnd so L henelit is conferred upon the elergy, as oceurs in many
other cases under tho Acly bub this does nol militalo aeninst the elaim of the
Associations to be compensalod upon an average of the sums aetually reecived by them,
(as spocified 1n the Act), the Reginme Donvan, out ol which these payments had heen
made, having heen abolished.

If sueh be the true construction of the At (nd that wis o question exelusively for
the Commissioners judicially to decide), although there may have heen what the Comp-
troller and Auditor-Cleneral ealls “a double compensation, amounting to £1L,450 12s.,”
such compensation was necessarily awarded by the Al of Parlivment and not by the
Commissioners.

The Conmissioners have now stabed the main reasons which indueed them to hold,
that the claimants had made oul theiv ease, ad Chat they were entitled to the compen-
sation claimed in vespeet of these payments,  Howill he seen by the correspondence
attached to the Report of the Comptroller and Auditorieneral that, when that officer
thought fit to challenge the legahity of the Commissioners” order, and to question
whether they were to he allowed in their aecounts the st o 201450 128, the Comis-
stoners deelined to disewss that. mabler with the Comptroller and Awditor-Cieneal) but
insisted that he could not go hehind their judicial order. To have done ofherwise,
would have been to admit thak the Complrotler and Auditor€encenl had power to reverso
their decision, contrary (o the express provisions of the Aeb: aud that, il he diflered
with the Comuissioners s to the eonstraction of the law, he had wuthority o disallow
the payment ; in other words, Lo muke o Judge, who had decided in favour of o claimaut,
personally liable to repay the money which the elaimant had been paid under his decision,
1f he was not able to eonvinee an auditor that his decision was right.

“0. Lapenditure wnder Seetion A9 5 Nepuirs of Charches ; Oharele Ruguiaites.

“The Trish Chureh Temporalitics Commissioners have also inewrrwd expenditure i respeet of the ropairs of
churches, chureh requisites, salaries of elorks, sextons, &, (heing obligntions of the Inbe Eeelesingtieal Comnns-
sioners taken over by them), ameunbing Lo w toial of L103.2040 L8s, A,

Under seetion 49 of the Irish Ghureh Aok the Commissioners woro empowoernd Lo aseerbain and, by ovder,
declare what suans are neeessary for vepaim of ehurelyes,

“These orders hnve uob heen furnished, amd in vaeions instbunees e badesnanen’s roenipbosd necounts limve nob
been produced.

“Tureply to the vequest for the production of theso dostiments, the Commissionors sladed that ¢ geants {or
clinrel vepairs pre, i nmerous cuses wado G o elomgyman, nd in theso o Wis eorlifiento tat the work
Lus been done i3 tho only voucher vequivid by Lhe {'l:;;r]ui:i.‘lill"l'l‘l‘.. an they do nol devin 16 ndvisable to call on

the clergyman to support bis stalomont by badesmen's reecipis’
; A

“Thevo is, theveforo, in the enses roforrad o, ue diveel evidenes iad the taudesmen Tinve boeu prid tho amount
du(‘n‘ tt‘\ them, or thut thomoney Tes beon applicd i aeeovdinen with (he e of the Acl, ,
These remarks npply to £6,300 Ly, Add., out of the totnl sum of L6088 1 Ta, Ny oxpended in ropuirs.

“The observation s Lo (e whsenco of hills of preticnlnes i oolso npplionblo (o B expenditur urred in
supplying elurel requisites,

. “1n -'I‘Uil])"'tﬂ i l‘t!ljlll'ﬂl; thal bills of p;u'tip“!m-ﬂ wiieh b b Foenished, the Clonmissioners st bo Uind ¢ Lheranro no
hlllls of particulas. The Conunissioners, umdor ilTu 910 soction of the Eeish Clunele Aely nseerinined hy
veferonee to the wnounds granded in preceding yonm, tHhe proper s to bo paid in eneh ensey, nnd by ordor
declared such smms (o e necessarey ) iy gnnding the aount proviously paitd o eaoh parish without any
speeial investigntion inlo (o requiranents of avery ense,”

_ W}th l'US}'IOL:t'tO these observations, it is (o bo ranembored, that thoy all rofer to qtﬂ
witerim d-utles mposed on the Commissioners of Churele Tomporalitios in Ircland in
continuation of the work of the Feelesinstical Commissioners for Treland, and that they
all ceased on Ist Januwary, 1871, So fur s thoy velato to repaivs, the Conmussioners
desire to observe, that the erants in thoso enses woro made to the clorgymon, who
contmctpd C:ll bu]m.ll" of tho ]l:Ll‘iH]liHIl(‘-l‘H for tho 1‘L!]!ﬂ-'ll'5 Lo ]10 cx.v.cutccl H that no.sums
were paid without an order of the Connnissiouers ; and that in necepting tho receipt of
the clergymen in such cases, thoy adopted the practice of the Ecclosiastical Commi-
sioners for Ireland.

With respect to Clurch Requisites, the Commissioners wore required by the 49th
section of “Tho Irish Chureh Act, 1869, to expend up to the 1st January, 1
such sums of money as they ascertained and by order declared to be necessary for
providing any Church or Chapol with fuel, lighting, or other things requisite for the

Ll - . . b -
Scent performance of Divine worship, as herctofore, in such Church or Chapel.
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16 REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS

The custom of the Tcclesiastical Commissioners for Treland was, to require each clorgy-
1nan to furnish them annually (pursuant to the G7th section of the 3rd and 4th W, IV,
cap. 37) with an estimate in detail of such sums of money a8 Worc nucessary, accovding
to his belief, for providing things necessary for the celobration of Divine servico m his
Church or Chapel (such estimate being approved of by the Rural Dean and Ordinary) ;
and after investigating the particulars of such estunatos, to pay over to cach elergyman,
without requiring bills of particulars of ewpenditure, cither tho sum claimaed n the
estimate, or such reduced sum as they deemed sufficient. ‘ o

‘When, after the passing of “The Irish Church Act, '18(51}_,” fr.hn (:nnlln!HH!utlt}l'ﬂ
proceeded to organize their staff, they found that tho Heelosiastical Commissionors
had established & special department in their Oflice for the invostigation ol exbimates
for Church requisites; and the correspondenco connoeted therewith  (which  ehiofly
related to grants for surplices, coal-boxes, and other Chureh furniture), requived in
general the attention of three clorks. Boine desirous of ulilizing the servicos of all
the officers of the Kcclesiastical Comumission as far us possible, the Conumissionors
devised a plan (in order at once to abolish a special deparbment for: Chureh recuisitos)
to enable them at once to ascertain, and by order declare, the sum thal was nocessary
to provide each Church or Chapel with fuel, lighting, and other Chureh requisites,
between 25th March, 1869 (the date to which the same had  heen ]:mvulml for by
grants of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners), and 1st January, 1871, Thoy aceordingly
ascertained, (paying due regard to the practice and regulations of the leclosiastical

Commissioners, and the estimate furnished by the clergyman of cich place of worship:

before the passing of “The Irish Church Act, 186GY,”) and by order doclured, the

sum that was necessary for each Church or Chapol (oxclusive of grants spocially
provided for by contracts made by the Feelosiasticnl Commissioners from tho 25th
of March, 1869, to the 31st of Deccmber, 1870), payablo in two moietios the fist
moiety to defray expenses for the yoar onding 25th March, 1870, and the second
moiety from that date to 3lst Deccmber, 1870 ; and, as tho Feclosinsticnl Comnis-
sioners always paid such sums to the elergy (who were personally linl lo 1o the trules-
men who supplied the requisites) without vequiring bills of purticulars to vouch
expenditure, the Commissioners did not think it expodient to adopt o dillirent course
when paying the amounts ascertained as aforesaid. It may, howover, be observed that

the receipt of the clergyman for each sum paid has been produced to the Comptroller
and Auditor-General. '

Page 14, id. «10, Primate Boulter’s Fund.

“This is a fund left by Archbishop Boulter, for the purpose of augmenting sl liviugs, and for olhor
charitable objects. ‘ '

“By 46 Geo. IIT, c. 60, it was enactod that small livings in Treland wore to ho angmontod hy granis from
this f_und ; 80 that the value thereof, togother with the augmentation, should not on the wholo excomd L1000
year in each case. Although this Act iy repealed by the 3 & 4 Will. TV, ¢. 37, it nppones that the vosbrielio
as to the amount of the augmentation contained in tho Act of Gloo. TIT,, is re-ounoted by soction 6L of 3 &
Will IV., and section 32 of 23 & 24 Vict. c. 150.

_ “As, however, it was nscertained that many livings had been inerensod 0 an amouut oxeooding the slnbutory
limit of £100 & year, the attention of the Commissioners wis enlled to tho subjoet by weommunicntion feon this
department, a copy of which, with their reply, is herowith submitted.

“ Tt will be observed_ from the_ reply that ¢ tho Commissioners ave of opinion, and have so deeidad, Uhat they
have no power to question or review the procecdings or ordery of tho Moelosiasbion]l Conmissionors, wd ae
bm‘x‘nd, in taking the property, to discharge all the demands which attached upon thom.’

‘It is beyond my province to e’:}:reas any opinion upon tho views taken by tho Comuissionors as to tho
obligations imposed upon them by the acts of their predecessors. ‘

“ As, however, the Act 3 & 4 Will. IV., c. 87, ro-enaets the provisions of tho Act of C(lon, T11,, ns beforo
obs‘;?rved, the payments have apparently been mado and continmed in contravention of ils provisions.

[ have dee-med it ng}:t to call sps:qial atbention to the subject, as the paymonts will probnbly form the Tinsis
«of tha caleulation on _Wh.m'h the annuities to the clergy will be paid, or componsution grantod ; il consoquontly
t.hc:‘surplus of the Irish Church funds will be proportionatély affected thoreby.

It appears from the books of the Commissioners that, besides livings of lossor valuo in which the angmen-

tations have been carried boyond the maximum amount fixed by the Act, thore wro no less than 18 instanees
in which livings of a clear annual value v

ot arying from £100 to .{:?200 are, nevertholoss, augnentod by suwms from

This paragraph charges the Commissioners with continuing improper pa made
by their predecessors, in contravention of the provisions ot‘cthepAc}'zs %t%r;*?ggt:o and
thereby diminishing the surplus of the Irish Church fands. Two distinct olassos of
breach of trust by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners are alleged. First— That many
livings had ‘been increased to an amount exceeding the statutory limit of £100 a year.”
szflor;ldly;l— “That there are no less than eighteen instances in which livings of a clear
nnual Ymaugg varying ]g.‘/ot?x £100 to £200, are augmented from th1sO§qu,"
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OF CHHURCIT TEMPORALITTES IN IRELAND. 7

The Commissioners wore mueh surprised at the allegation, that the Teelesiastical
Commissionors had thus habitually violated the trust reposed in them, but a reforence
to tho Acts of Parlimment shows al onee that the ontire is founded upon a mistaken
reading of the Acbs.

The 8 & 4 Wi, 1V, ¢. 87, repeals the Act 46 Geo, TTT, ¢, 60, which limiled the power
of augmentation to livings under £100 o year, and the provisions of sections 61 and 93
of that Act now regulabe it.

The 61st section diveets Doulters Fund © to be applicd and disposed of towards the
payment of such .-muuu.l_H:l.i:winn, MLV f |1t'.l‘|'.i.llll-_[‘loifl‘ t:xtubepl:ml, as may v }n:un heve-
tofore grantod by the said Trwstees :m.il l!mlnun:a'rnnm-.m of Wirsk Fruits o any meumbent,
curate, or ministor for the :1.l|;g!:ttz!1t,:l.l.|.m‘n‘[ any henelice, Hivine, or euracy, and towards
buying of glohes and augmenting poor l_mn;,q:: in Treland, :qul o no u_l.llm-_]mrpt‘mnu, but
in the manner, and subjeet and accordineg to the regulations and divcelions heveafrer
mentionod and appointed with raspeet Lo Ghe obher funds o be applicd for such purpose.”

In ovder to find what the regalskions and direetions heveafter mentioned are, wo tum
to the 98vd section of the Acl, whicl provides that the Beelesitionl Commissionors may,
out of their surplus funds, augmient any henolice, &e., which shall appear to them to
be under the clear yearly value of L2200, provided that the value of such benefico with
the augmentation shall nob in the whole execed the valuo of £200 w yoar.

It is quite clear, upon resling these bwo seelions, thal the Timit of £200 is now the
only limit, and applies as well (o grants out o the Boulter fund ag oul of” the general
funds.

The Comptroller and Auditor General manifvetly appears, from his lellor of the 28ed
Maxel, 1871, printed ab page 21 of the appendix to B fiest reporl, nob to have voad thab
section to the ond, for he says: “ By the 6L section of 8 and 4 Wi, IV, ¢, 87, the
Boulter fuand became vested in the late Feelestastioal Comniissioners, to be applicd inter
elic, as may have been herctolore Tawlully granted [or the augmentation ol poor
Livings in Ireland.” This is an inacceuwrnde paeaplivase of the fivst paet of the soetion, and
it omits all reference to the luttor words, providing for fulure grants, and in consequence
of that omission he ovorlooked the regulations mentioned subsequently in the Act, which
are contained in the 98rd scetion.

Therefore, instead of “ the restriction contained i the Act of Geo, LTI being re-enacted
by section 61 of 3 & 4 Wm. 1V, ¢. 37,” the restriction is repealed, and a new limit of £200
substituted.

The 23 and 24 Viet,, ¢. 150, see. 32, is also misapprehended by the Comptroller and
Auditor-General. It gives to the Keclosiastienl Conumissioners inercased power of
granting augmentations out of their own funds, but exempts from (his the Boulter fund,
leaving it to be dealt with catively undor the Act of 3 & 4 W, 1V, ¢, 87, and it is
meorreet to say that it re-onacts (he vestrietion contained in the Aet of 46 Geo, LLL

This was the construction of the statutes uniformly acted upon by the Feelevastieal
Commissioncrs from the beginning,  Thal Dody always availod itself of the adviee of
the Attorney and Solicibor General of the day in any ease of donbt or difliculty ; and
after forty yoars of continuous usage and enjoyment the Commissionors wore ealled upon
by the Comptrollor and Auditor General, not Lo includo those grants in tho annuities to
be awarded to their recipionts. l

Even if the Keclesiastical Commimsionom woere mistakon, il is (uito elear upon the 11th
seetion of the Trish Chureh Aet, that the Commissioners took the fund subject fo all
e:usting l_iabilitiuﬁ, and that they e no poweor to reseind the grants of the Teelogiastical
Comumissioners, but of' course i is moro satisfaetory to find that thero i no ground
whatever for impenching the leslity of the orants,

The second Account of the Commissioners, hoing for the year ending Doeembor, 1871,
was presented to Parlianient, and, with tho Report of the Comptroller and Auditor-General,

was ordered to e printed on tho 5th of” August, 1872, and we now proceod to notico his
observations upon that account.

S pidends and Tuderest of Monegr~ - New Thrae per Ovnts,

- Tt appoared from the examination of this porlion of the neeount, that dividonds had been vocoived on
£56D Lls. 1d. and £1,128 13x 2 which amounts, it was statod, woro standing in tho books of tho Bank of
Treland in the names of tho Duan and Chaptor of Christ Ghurel,

In consequonce of an inquiry from this department as to the circnmstancos undor which the dividends of
this stock wero eredited to tho acconut of the Irish Churell Gommisionors, the faet was olicitod, as is admittod
1 a letter from the Registrar of the Dean and Chapter, that the stock should havo been £4,000 1s. 2d., instend
of £565 11s. 1d. and £1,128 134, 2.

“The attention. of the Irish Church Commissionors was consoquently anllud to the mattor, and after yarious
ggmmumca.tions between the two dopartments, I havo boon informed by lottor, dated the 25th of June last, that

e full amount of the stock, namely, £4,000 1s, 2., has now been recovered, nnd transferred to the Com-
missioners,”
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The obvious inference suggested by the above paragraph is, that by means of the
vigilance of the Cowptroller and Auditor-General the attention of the Commissioners
was called to a sum of £4,000 1s. 2d. stock, and that otherwise £2,300 of thab stock
would have been lost by reason of the negligence of the Commissionors. _

The following statement will show that there i no foundation for this allegation :—

The Commissioners, so far back as the month of November, 1869, applied to the Dean
and Chapter of Christ Church for information as to this stock, and the replios not
having been deemed satisfactory, the matter was placed in the hands of Mr. Ball, the
solicitor to the Commissioners, to take the necussary steps for its recovery.  This had
been done before the Comptroller and Auditor-General had made any observations upon
it. All this was known to the Comptroller and Aunditor-General, for in the reply to his
query, dated 12th July, 1871, it was stated—

« This matter hag been referred to tho solicitor to the depavbment, with inglrackions to inqul.igwl.u l-l::! poink
raised, and to take the necessary steps for eflocting o trunsfor of the stock vested in the Commissionoer,

The Commissioners were much surprised upon reading the paragraph in the Second
Report of the Comptroller and Auditor-General, and they addressed a Ietter to his
Secretary, dated the 25th day of October, 1872, in whicl, after quoting the paragraph
in question, they say—

“Tt appears to the Commissioners that the inference to be drawn from these paragenphs is that the
recovery of the stock in this case is attributable to the action of the Comptrollor and Awditor-Coneral
in the matter, and, in order that this crroncous inpression way he corrected, 1 am diveeted by the
Comnissioners to state that their investigation of the subject commenced so far hack ag Noveuher,
1869 (as is shown by the official papers submitted to the Compbroller and Auditor-General for purusal
in May, 1871), and that the recovery of tho stock from the Dean and Chaptor of Cluist Chureh was
obtained by procecdings of the Commissioners, which were in no way consequent on inguirvies from
the Comptroller and Auditor-General, and which had been institnbed Tong hefore any suelr nguiries
were made.

“ The Commissioners request that this subject may be again referred to in the Third Report of the
Comptroller and Auditor-General,”

The Commissioners received a reply, dated 14th November, 1872, stating that the
subject would receive duc consideration.

The request, however, of the Commissioners that the matter should be noticed in the
Third Report has not been attended to, and, therefore, they cinbrace this opportunity of
clearing themsclves from the imputation of negligence. '

“ @lsbe ouse Movtgages.

' With rqgar@to these mortgages, as o‘bsm:ved in my veport on the preceding aceount, tho practioo still oliaing
of not: charging interest on fustalwents of priucipal which remain wupaid.”

. The inference from the above 1s, that the Commissioners were still continuing an
1m¥roper practice of not charging intercst upon these instalments,

he fact, however, is, that there is no power under the Act to charge inberest upon

such instalments, and the Comptroller and Auditor-General was apprised of that, as

appears by a report of Mr, Ball (the solicitor to the Commissioners), which was sent to
him, and which is printed in the Appendix to his First Roport at page 16.

“The Commissioners referred this Query and No. 268 to thoir solivit ho eonliv oW i
B 1 e e Y oir golicitor, who conlivms tho viows sot oul in
“The late Board of Beclesiostical Commissioners never charged interest on an instalment onco it was sbruck
and debited to the mcumbent. Whether the words of the 20th section of 14 & 16 Vict., ¢, 7 3, wonld enablo
the mortgagee to enforee interest on such iustalnents is a logal quostion, and one tlut hns never boon devided
or even raised, bub in wy opinion they would not.
i E;hadpimt}l;ewlmg of :llw Wur{éﬁ mfinied to i;\’, that intevest is to e ehargod 1o the oud of the your elosiig
itk e date gf the deew, etther on the whole or the principnl sum (for thoe Grst twe y P
thereof as remains due on deduction of instalments. 4 : v R TG Wiy yomear ook 0 )
({13 1
. ‘fuf[i‘ilke the dgte?.cf the deed as 1st May, 1868 :—Ou the 1st May, 1869 a yonr's fntorost is 1o ho charged on
wﬁ . aulli, !}41:1r 1.‘:0 on the 1st Muy, 187(_), lll':ld with this yen's intevest an instalmont is domatudad, hut ot paid
:.1{11: (aimy) % uly, 1870. When so puid, interest thercon cannot be vequired, for, by the Act, intorest st
e yearly, and must be calcu“l_uted to 1st May. Neither can intercst bo roquived on sach instalments for the
two months on lst May, 1871, for, by the Act, the interost then payable is the fntorest on so much us shall
then remain unpaid, and this is after giving credit for the instalment in question. '
¢t is, therefore, clearly impossibl

e in uny way to charge interest on the instalment so struck.

“ (Sigued) ‘Joun Bavy'”

“ Qlebe Iouse Advances repaid, late Doard of First Fruats.

“It appears that many of the instalments due in repayment of these advances have been allowod to full into
arrear.

“By the terms of section 4, 43rd Geo. ITL, c. 106, it is provided that intercst shall be charged on all such
ATTeaArs.
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«Tt appears, howovor, from the following reply Lo inguivies by this deparbmont, that it has not beon the
ractico to give offiet to tho provision in question,

«The Commissioners, in the eolleetion of these instalments, fllow the practice of e Piest Treails Commis-
gioners and the Beclosinstionl Commissionem. "The records of these loans from the commoncement show that
interest wis nover charged by vither of these Boards, although tho instalments wero frequently in areear.”

The answer to this charge is that the 4th seetion of 43 George ITL, e. 106, which pro-
vided that the Board of' First Fraits should tako a hond to Ilis Majesty, eonditioned
for the payment of the instalments, with legal intorest thercon, was repealed by 49
George 111, ¢. 103, scetions 1 & 2, and no intorest on the arrcars is payable,

€ Primaty Bovlleds Fund. Pago21,id
ady Uy

« Prom mn inspoction under my inslenetions of the will of the Inte Archbighop Boulter, it eanspivad that the
Arehbishop divoetod his Crosbeen Go Coreel houses al Droghedn for the widows o poor elorgymen Gink were of
the Dioeese of Avmagh, sl to purehase an esbabe in land of L9O por wnmnn, out of whicl thero shiall ho yoarly
paid £20 per annum o four wuch widows," &e, and Cthe othee L0 per annum be appointed o be a fund
towsds keoping the suid houses in vepair.’

¢« In anothor part of the will, Dr, Boullor diveets hig teostees to * baild foue housed for the widows of such
clergymen a8 havo heen curnles al least ten years in he Diocess of Avmongh, and thak an ostate of £50 per
annum be bought Ly the said trustees to be equally divided amongst the suid four widows, after deducting what
is mecossary to keep the said houses in vopuir.

« Having communicabd with (he Commissioners on the subjeet, thay slate in roply it they <have no
knowledge of such an estato having been purchased, Primalo Boulter's Fand, ws himded over to the Commis-
sioners, consisted nltogothor of CGovermment and Bank of Treland stock, &, and Lho ineoms dervivable from it
has been applied by the Commissioners of Chureh Tenporalitios in Treland to the momo uses ag by the eelesiastical
Commissionors.

“ frrom further inguiries which havoe heen sinee made in Dubling ib seoms Uiab tho diveelions of the Avelibishop
with reforenco to the purehnse of Uie astabed hinve nob boen enereiead oul”

This paragraph does not seem to rvequire observation, save that the Commissioners
are not respongible for an omission hy the orviginal trusbees to earry out the directions
in Primate Boultor’s will. Tho only result of the inquiries made by the Comptroller
and Auditor-General was, that the Commissioners oft Charitablo  Douations claimed
compensation for the non-compliance with this dircetion, and the Cominissioners com-
promised the claim by the payment of £2,500.

¢ Interest on Mortgages ; Converted Leascholds, Page 22,id,

“ As it appeared that the interest charged on these morkgagos Lind heen vidod from B por cent. to 4 per cent.
in certuin cuses, the Commissioners were veuesbed torefor mo o Lhe Act wiedor which this was done. In
reply the Commissionors state, “The ralo of interest in wll cases of morlgago to socuve purehase-money or any
part thereof when the Commissioners well any land, or fulorvsl in land, is, in the opinion of My, Justice Lawson,
fixed by the 52nd soction of the Irish Church Aet at 4 por cont. By theso gmnis in perpetuity the Commis-
sioners sell the fee-simplo and inheritanco of the Innd demised by tho lewe, to the purchasor, and they are
therefore of opinion that ho may properly ba allowed o honefit of tho reducod 1uto of interest fixed by the
Church Act. Porpetuity morignges are by an At of Parlinment the fivst chavgo on land, whorens the mortgages
on sales, moro divoctly under tho Irvish Chureh Aet, aro not given that priovity, 1o coutinue the mte of
interest on the formor at 5 por eont., when the lntlor ave ab f, apponred to the Commissioners to bo unrensonable.’

“Tt is not to be disputed that whora any land or interost in land is sold wdor tho Irish Chueeh Act, 34th
section, the rato of intorost on morigagzes i by tho H2nd soetion fixod ab 4 por cont.

¢ Theso conversions or sales, howover, wore not elfoeted undor the 34U seetion of the Trish Chureh Act, i?llt
under the Act 3 & 4 Will. IV, e. 37, which provides for the convorsion of ronewnblo tonures into perpetuities,
and by its 165th soction fixes the inlerost on morkgnees aviking oul of sueh conversions ab b por cont, The J1sb
seotion of the Inish Cluveh Act which vofors to this Aeb sinply vesorves tho vight of tennnds to convert for thres
years from lst January, 1871, ut in no way viwios or alloms its provisions, i

‘It farthor apponrs, thit sineo tho pussing of the Trish Church Aet of 1869, the Trish Chuvel Tomporalities
F]omrmsmmmra Lave oxocuted somo of theso morlgagos b o ixod inlovest of' & por vonl, which is duly erodited
in the acconnts, aud that in the wore recently exoeutod moriguges, tho rato of b por cont, has heon reserved.

“In hoth thoso instances, therotore, n rato lng boen ehargod which appens to e inconsistont with thoir argu-
ment that 4 por cont. i tho stabutory intorest.

“In reply to a communication to (thom by this doparbinent, they stato thnt € in all tho novtgnges from No. 33
to the end of the nccount, B por cont. is vosorvad, subjoct to n reduction Lo 4 por cont. if puid within 41 days
after the galo day.’ ;

. ’r: I‘é-;h. faras 1 have been ablo to discovor, there is no clause of the Trish (laveh Aot which sanctious a varying
in

“ Morcover, the Commissionors justify tho reduetion, on tho ground that it would have been unreasonable to
maintain the rate at 5 per cont. .

“The question, however, I would submit, is not whethor the payment is rensonable, or otherwise, but
whether the Commissioncrs have powor to alter the torms fixed by an Act of Parliament.”

The above paragraph conveys a charge that the Commissioners improperly reduced the
rate of interest upon these mortgages to 4 per cent., when they could have obtained &

er cent. iminishing thei o . .
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This therefore requires some explanation to show that tho Commissioners by the
courso they pursued, instead of diminishing, have greatly inereased their funds, o

Tt is to be remembered that the persons who were entitled to purehase these perpetuity
grants were holders of renewable leascs, aud had therefore practically alveady perpetual
intorests in their holdings, subject to the payment of the fines on }'unuwnl, and l““w L{.w_y
might ultimately compel the Commissioners to sell the landlord’s veversion 0y lpu i
salo, by which means the holdings probably would not have fetehed so n‘muh i by tl‘lu
mode of selling the perpetuity grant to the tenants adoplied by the Commissioners,
Every grant of this sort was therofore a elear gain {o the fund. - o

The Commissioners found that, in consoquence of a change made by tho IGeclosinsticl
Commissioners in the year 1844, in the mode of caleulating the wnound to be paadel for o
grant in perpetuity, the revenue from that soureo hiud ovendly deelined, and that his
mode of caleulation and the chargo of 5 per cont. mborest on the mortaee foan had
almost practically put an end to tho perpetniby grauts. The lu!l |:;1.1:Lu:ul=|.r.-:' upon
this subject are stated in the Appendix to the Teport of the staablished - Chureh
Commissioners, page 59, &c¢. The mmount received from th‘n.i'. RO hn'lm_‘u Isb }.\u;_fuaf,,
1844, was £471,244, and since that date only £168,020. Those: Commissioners in their
Report, page 14, recommend an alteration . the IIlU(lLi ul «_-,u,ln‘nln{;m'g the v_:n.luu, :ulul
further state— The rate of interest charged by the Feelosiastical Commissioners for
purchase-money not paid, but sceured under statutable power by norbgago, 1y Wl present
£5 per cent., we recommend that it should be reduced to L4 por eent.™ o

The Irish Church Act, 1869 (scction 31), having limited the time for applying for
these grants to the 1st January, 1874, it becume necessary for the Comnussioners o
consider the catire subject.

They accordingly, n.[':{}:er mnch deliberation, prepured an ovder, |'l:sj_;ul::.l;iu;.{_ a new mothod
of ealculation, which reduced the amount to such a sum as was likely to induce persons
to &ppl{i, and obtained the sanction of the Irivy Council for such orderas the Act
required.

(]Fhis alone would not have been sufficient to induce purchasers, unless the rate ol
interest were made the same as that payable upon all other mortgages, viz., 4 por cont,

The Commissioners considered that they were cmpowered to do this by the 52nd
Section of the Act, inasmuch as a grant of a perpetuity is, within that Scetion, @ sale of
land in pursuance of the Act, being a sale of the feesimple in consideration of w bulk
sum and a yearly rent; but in order to remove any doubt upon the subject they suggested
that a declaratory clause should be introduced into the Irish Church Awendmoent Act
(1872), which was done in Section 13 of that Act.

The financial results of this operation are as follows:—Whereas ouly £168,000 was
received by the late Commissioners in twenty-four years, the transactions of tho present
Commissioners up to 31st December, 1874, amount to £308,678.

& Bapenditure—Anavitics.

“ Here may be noticed a payment apparently of doubtlful logality.  The oxaminabion of the neeownd diselosl
thatan annuity had been granted to aclexrgyman for logs of an oudowment, Upont win inguivy mado with the view
of uscertaining where the receipt of the money forming tho endowment had beon aceonnbod for, it was vopliod
by the Commissioners ¢ that the endowment of the eurncy is vob vested i thom ' (that is, the Commissioners).

“ As, on reference to the 14th scetion of the Act, it appenrs to have Leen tho intontion of the Legislature Lo
restrict compeusation for luss of yewly income to the holders (nhove the position of ewrbes) of Churel prefor-
wents who would be deprived of their emoluments ¢ by virtue of this Act,” L thought it vight to apply for the
grounds on which compensation was allowed to the clorgymaun in quostion, whose pocuniney interests wore alloeted,
not by the passing of the Act, but by the action of a private donor in the excreiso of his right to withdmw
voluntary gift. In reply their secretary statos that the compensution was awarded undor tho Lth seetion,

“ According to my judgment, Lowover, the 15th section is not applicablo to tho easo undor congidortion,
inasmuch as while, on the one huaud, the 14th scetion denls with tho vested interests of the holdors ot Cliurel
preferments, on the other hand the 15th scetion was appavently intonded to nake provision for a dilfovent oluss
of ceclesiastical porsons, namely, cirates who, 1n the judgment of tho Commissionoes, wore deemod 4o Lo oithor
permanent curates, or to hold their curacies under incumbents by a tomwo of w temporary chumetor, but
recciving their remuneration from Irish Church funds. As,apparently, the clecgymm voforead €0 doss not conmo
within cither of these classes, and as, moreover, Le did not deaw Iis owolument from Leish Cluvel funds, it
seems questionable whether he could be compensated for a loss of n private endowment by the Conuuissionors
out of the funds in their hands.

“DBythe compensation thus granted he is placed contrary, as I conceive, to the intoutions of tho Legixlubure,’
i1 u position better than he could have oceupicd had the Act ot pussed. '

“1t also appears that the annuities have been granted to curates based on incomes dorived from privato
sources, including salaries which they obtained as chaplains of gauls, workhonses, d&e.”

The payments referred to in this paragraph as being of “doubtful legality” were all
made under orders of the Commissiouers, and in most cases after argument by counsel
"“lﬂhﬁ"”[é@ﬂn@é@"ﬁ#’giﬁsed by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit
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 The Commissioners howover uladly avail themselves of an opportunity of stating here
the grounds of theso ducisions, although the cases were publicly reported as they oceurred,

The 15th seetion of the Act is the one regulating compensation to Curates.  That
goction, in contrast with the Lith which deals with Incwmbents, requires the Coununis-
sioners to ascerbnin the yewrly income veceived by the Crate, and poay im an annuity
cqual to tlw cenio et ;.,/' such ;Iff'm-{y r:m‘mm:. . In tha [-_'lt]l m:cti.un, the thing to be
ascertained ix the yoarly income of wliich be will be deprived by virtue of the Act, The
cage referred to in the first part of the paragraph was thiak of a permanent Curate entitled
to compensition under the 1Hth sceelion, and who did nob at :.'I.“ come under the 14th
seetion.  11is salary wase made up partly by a payment from his Rector, and parily by
a payment from a privilo souree, lml,h’ I:u srether making up the salary Iwhu-.li he conbracted
to reecive in respect of (he curmey,  There ‘mllll] b 1o tlni.llr!, therefore as Lo he yeuly
income reecived by Tiim, and e Ael says nothing ws Lo his income being dervived from
Trish Chureh funds,  Very many such cazes eame belore the Comissioners for decision,
Q familiur O1Ne wis whore II:I.I‘L ol Lhe (fur:l,i.u’;q Meone was llltifl I’j’ the Curatoed AI(}.
Society, and tho rosiduo by Lhe HA:UL.HI.‘.. Anothor class of cases, wlso J.U;'m.f.ml 6 10
the paragraph, was whore (he Cwrale’s incomo was L1650 o year, .£100 paid by the
Licetor, and the remaining .£50 made up by allowing (he Curate to he Chaplain to a
workhouse or giol,  All theso eases were most carelully considersd by the Commiss’ ners;
they wero argucd on appeal from one Commissioner heforo the full Court, and the
Commissioners held and decided that, where twse emoluments went to make up the
salary of the Curate, thoy must be included in ealeulnting his annuity. )

The Comptroller and Auditor-General niny he ab lihorty o speculato as to the mtentions
of the Legislature, but Judges ean only arvive at the intention ol the Lugislaturo by
construing the languagre used in the Act o Parlinment,

The next part of the puragraph is—

“ Annuities have been assied, T bavo veason to boliove, o persons, cquivalent o the full value of their Page 23, id.
livings, sugmentod by grants from the Bonlber Fuand, notwithatanding the el that tho sum of £500,000 bas
been bestowed by Parlismont on the Clinrel Represenlative Body in Tiew of this and obhoer private endowments.

“The words of the section aro, ¢ without projuwdice to auy lif interests prosoryed ov secured by this Act!

‘Tt scems to me that theso words wers introduced Lo guard the lite intorest of these persons who hud their

livings increased by grants from the Doulter Ifwnd, aud these inerenses wero 1o by charged against the
£500,000.

““The following is an illustration of the praetico adopled :
. A clergyman has n living of tho vuluo of .80 per annum, which hy a geand from the Boultor Fund of £20
Is inereased to £100 pov annum, - The commutation in sueh a enso is based on the full value of the living
augmented as deseribed, wherens secording to my view tho winuity should have beon takon at the actual value

of the living, namely .C80 anly; the dillivence being mado up oub of U specind fund granted to the Church
Reprosentativo Body. '

“Tho effoct, thereforo, of the practice followed is thab o doublo compensation is mado in respect of the smount
by which the living is sugmouted from the Bouller Fand,”

These observations are also founded on an entirely vrroncous viow of the Act of
Parliament. '

When a living was augmented by a geant from Boultor’s Kund, say, s in the case
put, from £80 to £100 per anuum, in aseerlaining the annuity of that Incumbent under
the 14th soction, it must Do taken ab €100 o year : for lw is deprived of the entire
by the Act, by tuking awuy the tithes which produced the £80, aud by taking away
Boulter’s Fund out of which the £20 was i,

Boulter’s Fund was held, nobwithstanding o vory strong eontuntion to the contrary,
and an able argument in the full Court, to pass to the Conunisgioners under the g}"“",ml
words of the 11th section : but (hat it was so transtorred subjoct to all liabilities affecting
the same, one of those buing the Hability to pay £20 a yoar to this Rector ; and in the
20th section of the Act where the half million i given i liou of private endowinents,
1t Is exprossly without prejudice 1o any life interest prosorved or scoured bdy this Act.
The construction put by the Comptroller and Auditor-Gonoral upon theso words, that the
nereases wero to be chargod aganst the £500,000, is manifestly untenable. '

However, when such a chargo is made agninst the Conumissioners, that they have
awarded a double compensation vut of the funds intrustod to thew to administer, made
also in a public document prosented to Parliament, which they have had no opportunity
of explainiug or denying, it is satistactory to them that the refutation of this charge does
not rest o their authority alone. )

It happened that this very question came under consideration in an' appeal hesrd by
the Mastgr of the Rolly sitting with the present Commissioners.  That case is F‘if:ﬁed’
and we give the following extracts from the judgment, of the Master of the Rolls:—
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“That Act, by its T1th seetion, vests in the (fm[nuiﬁﬂ'mm'm “ All .]ll'ul.lu'l't‘\': venl ':‘u!ll prersomnd, ab the
dato of the passing of the Act, vested in or helonging t.n.thu‘ l'd't']l'Hltl:-ll-lt"ill ( onuuissionery fut: I‘E'v[mu],
&’ Pluinly undor this seetion the entive of Boulfer's Fund vests in lln-- present { wbtuissinner,
subject, no doubt, to the liabilities attaching upon the same, which were of o double chavaeter, ny s
well known—cleemosynary and ceelesinstical. o

“Thon eomes the 12th seetion, which vesls all the property, nlJ.l-'r l_ls:lu corpored, Teee frong gl]

claims of ccelesiastical persons, whose vights in respecel, ul':.u--l_1 tll‘]:l‘l\':l“““ At l‘"!llljt‘ll?:lfl"l hy. tho
provisions of the 14th seetion,  Now, the efleet of these bwo seelions is Lo plaee Boultevs Fund entirely
under the control of tho Commissioners, frea from all ceclesinstion] elaimy, suve thie compensalion
of life interests. The 20th section thvows wdditional light on Lhin mabber,  TLowa well known that
benefices had beon from timo to time augmonted out of Chiv Boulter's Pund, which wa fo vest in
the new Commissioners ; hesides b was well known thal henelices ln}nl Been: Trom Lime Lo Lime
endowed from other privato sourees ; to doal with individual eases of (his Kiwd (o of .I.Iwm being
of very remote antiquity), and to investigade thom would have been acmost embarsesingg malter;
and tho Legislature, by tho 296h soction, seemns to have snid, Teloall thean private endownents op
angmontations go with tho publie ccelesiastionl property, buk we will namoa s in fien ol L
which will entail no Toss o the endowments or awementations ;. and aeeomlinedy £500.000 iy rivon
in liou of them, subject to the just provision that. the henevalent intentions of Lo donors are fastened
on the substituted sun, an additional advantagoe being conferred by the obligntion on the Coige
sioners to satisfy thoe life intervests herein,”

Mr. Justice Lawson’s judgrent is in these words r—

“It is very satisfactory to me maul to wmy hrother Commissioner thad (e consbruction which we
have been in the habit of putting upon this stabute is now confivmed hy the high nuthority of iy
Honor the Master of the Rolls.  Lovd Monek amd | have frequently considered this subject, and our
conclusion was that under the 1T6h section of Uhe Ach, Boulter'ss Fund vested i, stihjeel only fo
the olligation of compensating those who Tad awgmentations oul of Mo Tund by the et of iy
annuities, and that subjeet to that obligntion e Fund vesbed absolntely inua Oncformer oreasions
it was contended before us that Boulter's Fund, being vestod in the ate Eeelesiation] Commisionens,
as speeial trastees, did not pass to uy ab all, o tal i i did pass, it was lable fnone hands to the
continuing trust of applyiug it in augmentations, That point we overrdod alfter henrine it e,

“ The Comptraller and Auditor-General Tas thought proper in lis Report to Parliament to ecnsiee
us for compensating the present holdurs of augmentations, alluging thak on the tene eonsteuction of
the statute, such ecompensation ought to o paicd ouf of Ehe LH00,000 provided iy the 2000 seetion,
There is no foundation for any such opinion, ay now shown by the judginent just delivored,”

.

The report of the Comptroller and Auditor-Gleneral goes on to sy -

“Conmuntation of dwuuitivs,

" In_the settlement of some commutations tho gross amound of commuladion ¢
deduction therefrom of cortain nmounts duo in 1os
commutations only is entered in the acecount.

“ By this niode of sottlemont the suws voprosmling the dischargod morlgagas do not appene in e neconnd,
and Pulinment is deprived of the meaus of useortaining what haw boen tho Tull mnount, paid in vedpoel of com-
mutations.

“ It also appears that the bonus of 12 per eenb. allowed by the At to the (

been caleulated not wpon the gross, but tho not wmounts of connuutation,

“The commutation and bonus amount to L2OTRALD 9. 10d,, of which L1,276,832 be, 10/, hns been pid,
nnd the remaining portion will ha pidd by instalmonts, nudor the ks of the bl soetion, with interost nd 3
per cent. The corvospoudenco which has pussod on the aubjoct of comnutation will b fonnd in the Appelix,’
(Appendix No. 4, 1, 98,) '

T Tt heon: veduesd by the
peet of gloho Touso movlgages, &e, nud the net smount of

el Ropresontative Dy has

This paragraph seems sufliciently answered already Dy the loblors of tho Commissioners
set out in the Appondix to the Ile '

o b 17 port of tho Comptrollor and Awditor-Conoral,  "The
C (;lmnﬂsamncrs “rr)ould only call attontion to the singulae nature of the complaint--that

1¢ bonus of 12 per cent. has boen ealeulatod, not upon tho gross, but upon tho net
amount of commutation,”

It is upon the amount paid over to the Reprogentati hurch B 2 por
oot e s Bo s bt et e K prosentative Church Body that the 12 pe

bt of adopti ha course sueeost
Comptroller and Auditor-General would be to vErslinggo sl fsh i e Ly e

ol S : overchargo the funds of the Commissionors
with 12 per cent. on the value of the disehare

: od mortgagos.  Tho Commissionors think
if they had adopted that course the would have Loon just shar " making
anillegel paysint y @ have boon justly opon to a chargo of making

The Comptroller and Auditor-General furiher s0ys t—

“ In order to convey some iden of the VO icat: intri
K cox : 3
dedo Iy’ 4 5 ry nphcn‘l.l doand indrieato charactor of thosa acconnts, and of tl

: logal, for tho greator purh of wn antirely differont chavuctor from

?1];2.18? "’é‘a‘éh usually present themselves in the necounts which aro seut to this oflice ﬁﬁ* roviow, I may add that

a.ccou};t of ﬂfglme;:ﬁ[.mmm have boen addressed to tho Commissionors on subjecta in connoxion with the
Printed ima}ée digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit
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The queries referred to ultimately numbered 649 ; and, in explanation of tho cause of
this apparently large number of questions, it is only necessary to rofor to the unsatis-
luctory nature of the position (financially speaking), in which the Commissioners have
been placed by the Act, with rogard to the Exchequer and Audit Department,  Under
.tho provisions of the Act, annuitics had to be gocla,red, charges on the incomes of
incumbents had to be satisfied, and commutation money had to be paid whenever
demandad, loaving the Commissioners to recover the rovenues of the Church property
ab a subsequont time, Consequently, the very provisions of the Act have groatly
multiplied tho dutics, not only of tlic Exchequer and Audit Department, hut of the
oflicial stafl of the Conunissioners ; for, whonever a differcnce has arisen between the
money realized on collection, and the data which formed the busis of the anuuity
g‘r:mtud, each difference has not only bocome the subject of a question before the
lixehequer and Audit. Dopartment, involving correspondence with the Commissioners
but has rosulted in a supplomental transaction in the accounts of the Commission. ,

:l"hu Report uponthe accounts of the Commissioners for the year ending 31st December,
1872, contains the following paragraphs, which call for explanation an reply :—

“ Tithe Lient-charge—=Statemend.

“]h:['um tommencing the investigation, however, 1 considerad it my duty to call for the Statement, which, Fourth Re-
aweording to the Gth seetion of s Acl $hinb Tl Teon recontly pussd, 35 & 36 Viet., e. 90, Tind Doen deposited port, Parl,
i the Record ONiee, winder tho soal of (hoe Commissionas, of tho nmounts of the unnumal Titho Rentcharges, u.p:ar 1874
“]'Iu::la Jlulu-r-;tluel 'lu"l!l i vespoet of cach bonefiee, &e, in Droland, on 1st November, 1871, aud of the owners No, 2’33, :
chinrgonblo thorowitlh,

“The production of the Statement in question appewrad the more important as by the first sul-section of page 5.

Ehe sumo secbion of the Aok it is onaetod ink the said Staboment shall be deemed to ho, aud shall be conelu-
sive evidoneo of the mmount of the "Tithe Rent chargeabls upon the lunds in respect of which tho owners set
fl]!l'l;ll in nu’clu Statement hava paid Uhe same, and shall be binding upon the persons liable to the payment of
iy @ M,

“lu roply Loy request, howover, the Commissioners informed me that ¢ the Statement of Tithe Rent-
chnrgos is nol yol comploted, and has nob hoon depositad in the Record Oflice.”

LU will thus Do seen that, owing 1o somo unexplained eause, the provision of the Act in this respeet had
nob heen complicd with ab ils passing, nobwithstanding the declwation to the contrary in the enactment.

“ By the Subrseetion 2 of Soction 6 of the At 35 & 36 Viet., ¢. 90, it is provided that ¢ the Commissioners
shall Todge in the said Record Departmont, on or hefore the 31t duy of Mareh in each year, o further Statement
of any Tithe Ronteharge which may have hocomo payablo to thow in the preceding year ending 31st December,
under Soekion 33 of e prineipal Act or otherwise.?

“ 1 therefore venfied to request that T might be informed whether the document referrad to had been
doposibed for the yewr ending 3lst Deecmber, 1872, The reply from the Irish Church Commission Office
merely stabes that the Commissioners © do not think it neeossary to supply the information asked for.”

“With reforeneo Lo this wswor, it i to be observed that the Nutional Debt Commissioners have made
Turgo advances o the Accountants, and tho tithe vents eonstituto the greater portion of the seeurity on which

Lhe advanoes hve boon mide,
S moomed, thereforo, sspoeinlly of fmportanee to ascortain that the requiroments of the Act relating to the

tithe routeburgo Tad hoen fully compliod with, and the wore go as i6 appeared that complinnce with the provi-
sion of Lthe 6L Seetion had boon nogloctod.”

The charge made against the Commissioners is, “that they did not comply with the
provisions of tho 6th soction of the Aet.”

Tho Act recites that the Statement had been doposited.  This was a mistaken recital
of a matter of fact, and the Commissioners are not aware how it occurred, but they are
not responsible for it. It is not casy to understand the allegation of the Comptroller and
Auditor-General “that the provisions of the Act Lad not been complied with at its

assing,” when thoe charge rolates to a matter said to have been done before its passing.
t is presumed that as such a Statenment was contemplated, the framers of the Bill
thought it would be completed before the Bill received the Royal assent. The Com-
missioners can only say that the Statement, which was a voluminous document requiring
great care, was prepared and deposited with as much dispateh as possible.

The Comptroller and Auditor-General attaches great importance to this Statement,
and expresses his apprelhiension that the security of the National Debt Cominissioners is
imperilled by the fact that it had not been lodged before the Act passed. There are no

rrounds for any such apprehension. It is made conclusive evidence of the amount of

itho rout-charge payable out of the land, but it is not couclusive as to the person
liable to puy, and was so recently held upon a trial in the Court of Queen’s Bench.
In any casc of contest the applotment books and the deeds regulating the rights of the
owners must be referred to, and are not dispensed with by the Act.

The Statements of the additional Tithe rent-charge for the subsequent years have been

duly lodged. Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit
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“ Receipts—>Suales of Property.

“ By Section 52 of the Irish Church Act, it is enacted that on sale of lands the .pl.lrchasers may be credited
with three-fourths of the amount of the purchase-money, this amount either remaining on mortgage bearing
interest at 4 per cent., or being repayable by half-yearly instalments not exceeding 64 in number, gradually
extinguishing eapital and interest. On inspecting these mortgage deeds it was found—

“1sgt. That many were not executed. .
“2nd, That the dates of the gale days were incorrectly inserted in some of them.
“Qn calling the attention of the Commissioncrs to this latter circumstance, they replied ¢ that the gale days
appear to have been wrongly inserted in the doeds, but they cannot be altered.’

“ Siuce the receipt of this reply, however, it has been ascertained that in some of these cases the gale days
have not been adhered to.

“Tn another case in which a similar error was brought under the notice of the Commissioners, the reply

given was the ‘gale days in the deed cannot be altered,” but the books will be altered to correspond with the
mortgage deed.”

The Commissioners desire to call attention to the gravity of the first charge, not
perhaps at first sight apparent—it is that the Commissioners having received one-fourth
of the purchase-money in cash, and intending to have, and being bound to have, the
remaining three-fourths secured bymortgage, have conveyed the propertyin consideration
of the onefourth paid in cash, the remaming three-fourths not being either paid or
secured. It is difficult to imagine a more serious charge of mnegligence against the
solicitor intrusted with the responsibility of carrying out the details of these purchases,

In reply, the Commissioners deliberately assert that they cannot find a single instance
in which they have conveyed property without the entire purchase-money being first paid,

.. or secured in accordance with the terms of the Act; and they have not been able after

Page 4,4d.

Page 4, id.

full inquiry to ascertain that there is a particle of foundation for the statement, that the
Comptroller and Auditor-General or his officers ever inspected a mortgage deed that
had not been executed, and not only executed, but the execution verified by affidavit.
With respect to a discrepancy between the gale days in the deed and those set down
in the books of the Collector, it was unavoidable in such a multiplicity of transactions
that some slight variations should oceur ; but as the deed alone can regulate the gale

days, this only involved the correction of the books to correspond with the gale days in
the deed, and involved no loss of any kind.

“ Rents ; Tithe rent-charge.

“On the examination of the tithe rentcharge, it was found that in numerous instances tithe rents had not
been received for some time.

“The reply to an inquiry on the subject states, ‘These rentcharges appear to be less than £1 per

annum each. The Commissioners have not taken legal proceedings to enforce payment of such small
amounts,

“¢Receivable orders have been issued for them, and many have been paid.’”

The large revenue of the Commissioners, amounting to above £600,000 per annum, has
been received by them by means of the system of recervable orders without any expense of
agency fees. The accounts show that it has been received with great regularity. Small
sums of less than £1 each whon not paid have been allowed to lie over, as the Commis-

sioners did not desire to incur the expense of legal proceedings for their recovery, until
it was found to be unavoidable.

. % Charge on the See of Armagh.

“I% is enacted by Sec. 54, 3 & 4 Will. IV, c. 37, that an annual sum of £4,500 shall be deducted from the
revenue of this see. But as it did not appear that this sum or a proportionate part of it had been received, I
considered it necessary to call the attention of the Commissioners to the matter. In answer to this inquiry,
they stated that ¢the balance of charge from 1st July to 9th October, 1871, will be deducted in the ordinary

way when the Commissioners are closing accounts with the Primate.” As; however, on subsequent examination,
the amount was not found credited, further inquiry was made.

“From the Commissioners’ reply, it appears that the Primate’s appeal against paying the value of the

charge on his fees, was heard under the provisions of the 4th section of the Irish Church Act, 1869 But
they decline ‘to state the grounds on which their decision of the question was founded.’

“From the nature of the reply, I am unable to report whether the Primate has or has not paid
the charge.”

The facts respecting this, are as follow :—The Primate claimed before Mr. Justice
Lawson, compensation for a proportionate part of the fines received by the Commissioners
out of the See of Armagh, for the period between the date of his application to commute
and the date of the commutation order. Mr. Justice Lawson rejected that claim,
holding that fines were not in their nature apportionable. The Primate appealed from

thaticander, tasthe Full Gout, consisting, of ithe Mastes of, the i Rells, Visecount Monck,
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and Mr. Justice Lawson, where the matter was argued by counsel for the Primate and

for the Crown, whereupon an order was made on the 29th October, 1872, of which the
curial part is—

“That the said Appeal do stand ‘dismissed, and that no compensation be paid to the Appellant in
respect of any fines which fell due subsequently to the date of the commutation order in this case,

And 1t is further ordered, that no proportion of charge levyable under the 3vd and 4th William IV
chapter 37, be demanded from the Appellant.” e uliam IV,

The Commissioners stated to the Comptroller and Auditor-General the fact of this
order, as their justification for not enforcing the proportionate part of the charge from the

c.fl’rim.&te, and they did, as they had a right to do, decline to state the grounds of the
ecision.

Stock vested in and Transferred to the Credit of the Commissioners.
“In tho stock so transforred is the sum of £7,453 bs. 3d., being the amount apparently due in respect of
Bishop Evans’ Fund.

“As the dividends due from the date of vesting from lst January to 5th October, 1871, had not been
credited in the account, the omission was pointed out, and in reply there was forwarded to my Department an
account made up by tho Bishop of Meath, under whose control the dividends arising from this stock were
applied. As this account did not afford the information necessary to check the correctness of the balance,
£50 0s. bd., paid over to the credit of the Commissioners, a further communication was addressed to them on the
subject, and in reply their Secretary wns directed to state that ¢ Mr. Justice Lawson, on the 4th March, 1872,
approved of the account rendered by the Bishop of Meath in respect of the fund, and ordered that on payment
of the sum of £50 0s. 5d., lis linbility, should cease.” He further adds that they have no further information
which they can furnish on the subject.

“Under these circumstances it is impossible to state whether this balance is or is not correct.”

This was a fund vested by the will of Bishop Evans, made in the year 1723, in the
Primate and the Bishop of Meath, for the purpose of endowing cliurches in the diocese
of Meath. It had been applied by granting annuities by way of augmentations to small
incumbents in that diocese. The fund consisted of £7,453 5s. 3d. Government Three
per cent. Stock, standing in the names of the trustees, and the dividends upon it,
amounting to £223 12s., after deducting income-tax, were allocated in annuities to eight
small incumbents. Each of these incumbents, when sending in a claim for his annuity,
claimed the amount allocated to him from Bishop Evans’ Fund to be added to his
annuity. It seemed to Mr. Justice Lawson, when settling the annuities, a very doubtful
point whether the fund passed to the Commissioners, and the course he adopted was to
give to each clergyman a contingent annuity equal to the amount of this augmentation,
to become absolute if Evans’ Fund were held to vest in the Commissioners.

A considerable time elapsed before that question came to be decided, and the Bishop of
Meath, who always gave to the Commissioners the fullest information, applied to the
Commissioners to know whether, pending the decision of this question, he was, to
continue to apply the dividends in paying the annuities—

¢ Ardbraccan House, Navan, October 5th, 1871,

“The Bishop of Meath presents his compliments to the Commissioners of Church Temporalities, and begs to
ask whethor, pending the legal decision of the case of ‘Bishop Evans’ Fund,’ they will sanction his paying the
dividends to those clergymen of his diocese who have hitherto been the recipients of them, and who, he has
reason to know, are much distressed by the withholding of this portion of their small incomes. )

«In January, 1870, the Bishop was served with a notice on the part of the Commissioners that they claimed
the said fund under the provisions of the Irish Church Act. The trustees of the fund (the Lord Primate and
himself), were advised that, in the discharge of their trust, they ought not to pay over the fund without a legal
decision previously had. The Commissioners have not yet appointed a time for the hearing of the case.
Meanwhile, the Bishop of Meath has discontinued paying the grants, to the great inconvenience and distress of
the clergymon concerned. The present application is, that without prejudice to himself, the Bishop may be-
allowed to pay those grants as usual until the case shall have been argued and adjudicated upon.

“To the Commissioners of Church Temporalities.”

Tnasmuch as it was clear that if the Commissioners obtained the fund they would take:
it subject to these life annuities, and, therefore, should pay them if the bishop did not,
the Commissioners authorized the bishop to apply the fund as he had been doing—

¢ Irish Church Temporalities Commission,
«6th October, 1871.
“ My Lorp, '

«Y am directed by the Commissioners of Church Temporalities in Ireland to ackmowledge the receipt of
your communication, dated the 5th instant, and to inform you that you are ?.uth_omed to make the payments
to the several clergymen named on the other side, taking receipts, and deducting income tax.

“T am, my Lord, your cbhedient servant, i
(Bigned) « D, GopLEY, Secretary.
«The Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Meath, Navan.” ) .
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¢ Ligr of OnercyyeN entitled to Paymexsr out of Bisuor Kvang's IMuxp,

“ Rev, Joln Brandon, Castlovickard, . ‘ . . £20
5 G.OM. Dennis, Buniseofley, : . . 30
s Jumes Forsythe, Forbane, . ¥ . 14
y»  Bdward Wilson, Kilhoggan, ‘ . . 30
»  [raneiy Swift, Kilbixey, . . . 5 . 3b
»  Uralmo Craig, Kilbride, Tullamore, . . . 3b
»  George Kirkpabrick, Rathglle, : 3 O
s J. B. Driscoe, St. Mury’s, Drogheda, 3 ‘ . S0

On the 6th April, 1871, Mr. Justice Lawson had made o conditional ovder that the
trustees should transfer the £7,453 5s. 3. stock to the eredit of the Commissioners,

Cause was shown against that order, and the matter was argued before the full Court
on the 1st February, 1872, by counsel for the trustees and wlso for the Crown, when the
order was made absolute, and the trustees were ordered to transfer the stock, which
was accordingly doue, and it being necessary to aseertain how much remained in the
hands of the trustees on foot of the dividends after all just evedits and allowanees, that
account was referred to Mr. Justice Lawson in Chamber.  The bishop furnished o full
account of his receipts and disbursements, which was examined and cheeked by Mr.
Justice Lawson. He gave the names of the several annuitants, and the periods up to
which he paid thewm, This was necessary in order to ¢nable the Comnissioners to scttle
with the annuitants ; for, by the decision, their contingent annuitics beeame absolute,
and the annuitants were entitled to be paid the nrrowrs, aftor erediting the swns paid to
them by the bishop. This was vather a complicated account, but it was accurately
adjusted, and the aceonnt closed.  The stock had heen transferred as ordered, and Mr.
Justice Lawson on the 3rd Aprl, 1872, made this ruling-—“ 1 approve of this account
ag correct, and on payment of the £50 0s. 5. the bishop's liability ceases.”

Surely it is peenlianly within the provinee of a judgo of a cowrt of equity to decido
how much is due by a trustee after all just eredits and allowances, and yot the
Comptroller and Auditor-General states to LParliament—* Under these ecirewmnstances
it is Impossible to state whether this balance is or is not corveet.”

Every document in the possession of the Commissioners was furnished to the
Comptroller and Auditor-General, ineluding the statement of the account rendered by the
bishop showing the application of the dividends which had been received by him up to
the 5th of October, 1871, which contained the names of the annuitants and the annuities
paid to them. lie had also the printed list of the annuitants which enabled him to
check the correctness of the annual payments in each casc.

“ From the inspection of Commutation Cluim, No. 878, it appeared thut stock amounting to £6456 10s. 1d.
was invested in the nanes of the minister and clrehwardons of St. Worburgl's parish.

“ As this stock was not traceable in the account, inquiry was made whethor such stock had boon trausferred,
and in answer thereto the Commissioners stato ‘ tho stock referred to has not bron comntod, thers buing a
doubt as to whether it is vested iu the Commissioners, and the investigations rospoecting the samo luwvoe not as
yet been coneluded by the solicitor.”

¢ Tt further appears from their solicitor’s reply on the same subject, undor dato of 27(h March, 1873, that
¢ the property is still in course of investigation,’ which, however, was apparently not comploted in Octobor

lust when the oxaminers of my Department were in Dublin, and, so far as I amn awure, no decision rospecting
this property has, as yet, beon arvived ut.”

It might be supposed from this paragraph that the Commissioners had componsated

the minister of St. Werburgh's for the dividends upon this stock, and had not since
taken any action to realise the fund.

" This is not the fact. It was not included in the comimnutation ot the minister, as it
was considered doubtful whether it could be claimoed by the Commissioners. Tho origin
of this fund is involved in great obscurity; the trustecs resist the claim of the

Commissioners ; the solicitor is investigating the matter, and it may probably even-
tuate in a Chancery suit to decide the right.

 Building Charges.

“By the terms of the 50th section of the Trish Church Act, it is provided that annuitants who have not com-
muted, shall receive such building charges as they wonld have. been entitled to had tho Act not passed, Under
the provisions of the 4th section of 14 & 15 Vict., ¢. 73, it is enacted, that for incumbents the amount of the
building charges shall be fixed by a certificate from the bishop of the diocose.

« By the Tth section of the same Act, it is directod that this certificate shall be entored in the Public Rogistry
of tho diocese, and until registerod shall have no effect to chargo tho said benofice ; and the cxemplification of
the said document, under the hand and seal of the bishop, shall be good in law and equity as evidence of the
amount of the charge.

¢In one instance, however, neither the cortificate’ nor the oxemplification thereof has been produced ; the
Commissioners, howover, state in explanation, that as the certificate could not be produced they carefully
investigated the matter, and being satisfied that the sum claimed was properly due, ordered the same to. bo

aid,”
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The title to these building charges was in every case carefully investigated by the
Commissioners, and an order made cither allowing or disallowing the claim, from which
order an appeal lay. :
In certain of the cases the original certificate was lost, and the Commissioners being
satisfied that it had been dulgr given, received secondary evidence of its contents, as a
judge is always at liberty to do.

“ Compensation to Lay Pairons.

“The 18th section preseribes the terms under which lny patrons shall be compensated for the loss of presen-
tation, or nomination, to any ceelesinaticu]l henefice,

¢« It was observed, howevor, on tho exnmination of the acconnt, that intorest at the rato of 4 per cent.,
from 26th July, 1869, had been included in the wmounts of compensation awarded, which payment did not
appear to be provided for Iy this section,

“ The Commissionors assign as their veason for the procoeding, ¢ That no rate of interest was fixed by law.

“¢The arbitrators, in w enso of appeal to wrbitration, fixed the rate ut 4 per cont. per sunum, ndopting the
practice in that respect of the Court of Chancery in similar cirenmstances.  The Cominissioners having con-
sidered the report and award of the arbitrators, decided that tho rate of iutercst fixed by them was fair, and
ordered it to be allowed in future.’

“The amount paid under this liead is £47,233 16s. 84"

The Irish Church Act having put an end to the power to nominate to a benefice from
the 26th July, 1869, the Commissioners held that the value of the advowson was to be
calculated as of that date. To have held otherwise, would have been to increase the amount
of compensation, since if it had been taken as of the date when the order for payment
was made, the incumbent would have been older, and the value of the advowson conse-
quently higher. Tt follows from that decision, that the patron should be placed in the
same position as if the compensation had been paid to him on that day, and therefore was
entitled to interest upon the money awarded from the 26th July, 1869. Itis true, as the
Comptroller and Auditor-General says, that “the payment of intercst is not provided for
by the section,” but it was paid as part of the compensation, which was made up of the
value of the advowson as calculated on that date, together with interest in the meantime,
until payment. In every case the actuary of the Commissioners caleulated the value and
added interest at 34 per cent., The patron had a right to appeal to arbitration if dissatis-
fied with the amount awarded—a power which was largely resorted to. In the first case
which came before the arbitrators, the entive subject was carefully considered by them.
The arbitrators were Dr. Ball (the present Lord Chancellor of Ireland), Judge Longfield,
and Mr. May, q.c. They laid down the principles on which the compensation should
be calculated, and amongst other things decideg “that the calculation was to be made
at the passing of the Act, and that intorest at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum, the rate
fixed by the Chancery Rules, was to be paid from that date to the date of payment of
compensation.”

. The Commissioners had no choice but to conform to this ruling, otherwise the patron
n any other case could have resorted to arbitration, and after incurring the heavy
expense of an arbitration, an award would have been made against the Commissioners.

“ Stamp Duty awpon Merging Orders, dee.

* By the 10th section of the 35 & 36 Vict., ¢. 90, the Commissioners arc directed to defray tho duty payable
on any order made by them in vespect of the sale of Titherentcliargo,

It was discovered in the comrse of the examiuation of tho account, that the Commissionors had made the
action of this section retrospective, but ns the torms of the section did not appear to sanction this course, a
communication was addressed to them on the suhjoct.

“The Commissioners state in auswor that ‘on considoration of tho cases of persons who had purchased:

Tithe-rentcharges before the passing of this Act, tho Commissioners decided that tho Tth section of the Act did
:E[;Er to such purchasers, and accordingly ortorod that the stamp duty which they had paid should be refunded
em.

“Tt should, however, be noticed that the last clause of the Tth section, which deals with the poor rate
expressly, enacts that the payment of poor rate shall have retrospective effoct, whoroas the 10th section under
which these duties are payable is wholly silent on this suljeet. ; .

“ It was further ascertained that tho stam) duty had been paid on orders vesting Hoclesiasticnl residences in
the Church Representative Body.

“ As there appeared to be no statutory authority for the payment, the Commissioners were requested to state
under what power such payment had been made.

“ The Commissioners have answered this inquiry by n statement to the effect— ' .

“That *the stamp duties on orders vesting Ecclesiastical residences are payable under the 35th section of the
Irish Church Act, 1869, ' i

“*The Commissioners having decided that inasmuch as the 27th and 28th sections of that Act require them
to vest by an order in the Representative Church Body at a certain price, they are bound to do so, and to furnish
that body with a legal vesting order properly stamped at the expense of the Commissioners.” Upon t]ns
statement it may be observed that 27th and 28th sections of the Irish Church Act determine the conditions
and terms under which Eeclesiastical residences and lands shall be conveyed to the Representative Church Body,
but do not provide for the payment of the stamp duty. '
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“The 30th section enacts that every order of the Commissioners operating as a convoyance on inortga.ga of
any property shall be deemed to be a conveyance on mortgage within the meaning of the Act rolating to stamps,
and shall be chatgeable with stamp duty aceordingly.

‘¢ As, however, these sections make no express provision for the paymont of the stamp duty by the Commis.
sioners, the legality of the course pursued appears to be open to quostion.

“TIf the argument that because the Commisgioners are bound to vest these rosidences and lands at a certain
price is sound in prineiple, it would follow that the stamp duty should also have beon paid on the sale of
Tithe-rentcharge, in order that it might vest in the purchaser at the price fixed by the Act.

“8nch, however, way not the case until the Act 36 & 36 Viet, ¢. 90, 8. 10, was passed, by which such
paymeuts were legalised.”

The Comptroller and Auditor-General here criticises the construction put by the
Commissioners upon the statute with respeet to the payment of stanp duty on merging
and vesting orders. The Commissioners decided both points deliberately in aceord-
ance with their view of the true construction of the Aet, nnd it is submitted that
such decision should have been sufficient for the Comptroller and Auditor-General.

“ Bupenges of the Commission.  Legal Brameh.

“ Ag it appeaved that the Commissioners’ solicitor, who is a salaried officor of the department, recoived foos
for the preparation of mortgages and other deeds, and also the costs inemrred in eollecting arronrs of ront due to

the Commission, and that morcover such arreary were not paid at vnco into tho Bank of Treland, but wore
lodged to his eredit at his own bank.”

The Commissioners have already replied to the scrious charge brought againgt them

and Mr. Ball their solicitor, with rospect to the omission to have mortgage deeds
executed.

The above paragraph suggests—

1st. dThat Mr. Ball was in the habit of receiving fees and costs, to which he was not
entitled.

2nd. That he improperly lodged moneys of the Commissioners to his own credit with
his Banker.

With respect to the first charge, it will be seen by the Treasury lotter of the 25th
November, 1872, printed at page 22 in the Appendix to that Report, toerminating the
correspoundence on that subject, that the receipt by Mr. Ball of the costs and foes
ref{?rred to, is sanctioned. It is therefore deemed unnecessary to refer further to that
subject.

ith respect to the second charge, “that arrcars of rent reccived by Mr. Ball were
not paid at once into the Bank of Ireland, but were lodgod to his crodit at his own bank,”
the course of business, was that Mr. Ball received the remittances sent to him by the
persen to whom he applied for payment; and he ascertained that they wore correct in
tvespect of deductions, &e. When any law costs payable to himself for taking proceedings
were included in the amount, he retained them, and settled his aceount with the Comimnis-
sioners, weekly. This they: consider a vory safe and reasonable arrangement; but the
are still in communication with the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury upon this
-subject, and have proposed a plan to meet the objoction raised as to allowing Mr. Ball
to retain moneys even for a week.

\ith respect to the suggestion that Mr. Ball makes interest upon theso moncys, it
is entirely without foundation; and the Commissionors, in justice to that goutleman
(of whose character, conduct, and professional efficiency, thoy desire to expross their
entire approval), desire to call attention to the mauner in whicl this charge is made.

A query of the Comptroller and Auditor-Geenoral is printed in the Appendix to the
Report, at page 10, in which, amongst other questions, there ocours, © Whether intorest
has been received by Mr. Ball on the amount so lodged?” This part of the query is
not answered. The Comptroller and Auditor-General instead of calling the attention
of the Comunissioners to the omission to answer this part of tho query, writes to the
Treasury a letter of the 7th February, 1873 (also printed in the A rpendix), in which
he invites their Lordships’ attention to the cireumstance, that cortain parts set out in
query No. 8 have not been replied to. :

The Treasury then write to the Commissioners on 27th If obruary, 1878, asking for
a reply, and on the 3rd March, 1873, Mr, Godley, the Sccretary of ‘the Commissioners,
writes to the Treasury, stating, as the fact was, “no interest on money belonging to
the Commissioners has been received by Mr. Ball.” This letter is not printeg in
the Appendix to the Report of the Comptroller and Auditor-General. The inference
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit
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which any person would draw from reading the document would be that the charge
was unanswered, and was therefore admitted to be true.

The Commissioners have carefully examined into the matter ; Mr. Ball submitted his
bank books for inspection, and they have satisfied themselves that neither directly nor
indirectly has Mr. Ball received interest or in any way made profit by the money of the
Commissioners. _ ;

The Comptroller and Auditor-General further observes :—

« From a Minute annexed to this Roport, signed by the Logal Member of the Church Commission, it will be
seen that some difference of opinion has occurred as to the principles on which the account should be audited,
notwithstanding the 37th scction of the Aect, which provides that tho account shall he ¢audited, certified, and
reported upon with reference to the provisions of this Act.’

¢« According to the views st forth in the Minute, it appears o boe thought sufficient as regards paymenta
made, that a Commissioner’s ovdor, and the receipt of the person to whom the moncy hos been paid, should be
accepted as satisfactory for all purposos of nudit.

«Tf this mode of audit had hoen adopted scveral erroncous payments would not have been detected, as, for
example, in one case, an over-paymont of £213 1s. 8d., which has been subsequently recovered, would have
passed without notice.”

The Minute referred to insists that when the Commissioners have judicially decided a
question, or taken and settled'an account, the Auditor should not go behind that decision or
re-open that account. A reference to the Minute and the cases referred to in it, will at once
show that such is its meaning. This is what the Commissioners have throughout
insisted upon, and not as the Auditor-General suggests, that ““an order and the receipt
of the person to whom the money has been paid should be accepted as satisfactory for
?31 purposes of audit,” language not to be found in the Minute, nor to be fairly inferred

om 1it.

The Comptroller and Auditor-General then goes on to say, “If this mode of audit
had been adopted several erroncous payments would not have been detected ; as, for
example, in one case an overpayment of £213 ls. 8d., which has been subsequently
recovered, would have passed without notice.”

The Commissioners cannot deal with the general allegation as to “several erroneous
payments,” none such being specified ; but the partieular instance given illustrates very
well the true function of the Comptroller and Auditor-General. A claim was made on
foot of a building charge; the evidence in support of it was furnished and deemed
satisfactory; and an order made declaring £426 3s.4d. to be due on foot of it. Now
this order is one which the Auditor-General would have no right to question, according
to the view of the Commissioners, it being a decision upon a legal liability. The
mistake which was made by the officers of the Commission in carrying out that order
was one peculiarly within the province of the Auditor-General to check and discover,
and he most properly did so. The mistake occurred thus—the charge was payable in
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two instalments, and in September, 1870, half the amount was paid, viz., £213 1s. 8d. .

In the month of October, 1871, an order for payment of £426 3s. 4d. was made by the
Commissioners, the fact of the payment of September, 1870, not having been before
them, and thus the mistake occurred. The Comptroller and Auditor-General having
before him the voucher for the former payment, at once pointed it out, and the money
was recovered. No principle ever insisted upon by tho Commissioners could have
interfered with the Comptroller and Auditor-General in checking the propriety of this
payment.
“ Inspection of Commautation Claims.

“An objection is also taken to the inspection of the commutation claims, apparently under the impréssion
that it was intended to question the correctness of the amounts prid for commutation.

“The sole object, however, of tho inspection of these claims was to ascertain that the whole of the property
surrendered was included in the rentals; and that this investigation was necessary will be apparent from the
fact that, besides many minor errors which lhave been adjusted, it was found that ninety-six rents, involving
an annual receipt of £1,363 17s. 5d. had been omitted from the rental.”

The Commissioners never objected to the inspection of the Commutation claims by
the Auditor-General for the purpose of comparing the property there stated with the
land rental, he was allowed the fullest access to them ; the only matter which the
C'pmlmsgmners objected to was, the contention of the Auditor-General, that whenever a
slight diserepancy appeared between the claim and the rental, the Commissioners were
bound to recover the capitalized value of this difference (being in one case 7d.), and for
that purpose to rescind the Commutation order and re-open the entire case. Whenever
any substantial discrepancy appeared, arising from misrepresentation, or from inadver-
tence, the Commissioners dig not hesitate to make an order for the repayment of snch
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. With respect to the statement that “ninety-six rents, invelving an annual receipt
of £1,363 17s. 5d., had been omitted from the Rental.” o

The Commissioners, on seeing this paragraph, called upon the Comptroller and
Auditor-General for the particulars of the rents referred to, and on receipt of that
information required an explanation from the officer in charge of the Collection
Department. That officer’s report, which was transmitted to the Comptroller and
Auditor-General on the 31st July, 1874, is as follows :—

“The. Comptroller and Anditor-General usually vequires from the Commissioners two Rentals of
Landed Property in each year.

“1st.4 Charge Rental, which is a sehedule of all lands vested within the year, sotting forth the
Townlands, Tenants’ names, Annual Rents, and the date of vesting. If held by Lease or Deed, the
particulars of these documents are given.

“and, A Colleclion Rental, showing the Tenants’ names, the Annual Rent, the Arrears at the
commnencement of the year, the amount receivable, and the amount reeeived within the year, and the
Axrears outstanding at the close of the year.

«Tt follows as o matters of course, that no property should appear in this vental from which rent
was not receivable within the year.

«The greater portion of tho Glebe Lands held by yearly Tenants, vested in the Colnmissioners by
commutation in the year 1872, and the vesting of these properties was procecding from day to day
up to the 31st December.

«] proposed to the Auditors to dispense with part of the Charge Rental for that year, and to take,
for purposes of audit, the Collection Roental as o charge Rental for 1872, as regardod Yoarly Tenants,
and those holding by Loases at rack rents, on wy adding the nares of the Townlands, which are not
usually given in the Collection Rontal, '

.4 this proposal, which cflected a groat saving of time and money, I obtained a ready assent, and
the Rental was furnished in July, 1873,

“«The Auditors in- October, 1873, when vovilying this Rental with the commutation Rentals,
informed mo that several propertics which they named had been omitbed.  On investigation, it
appearcd that these propertics had (with three excoptions, as to which a speeial explanation was
given to the Auditors) vested afier the last gale day in 1872, and there not being any Rent colleotible
within that year, they were of course omitted {from the Collection Rontal which, for this exceptional
yeuar, was the document on which the Auditors by consent, as already stated, hased their report.

. «Under these circumstances I gave a supplemental Rental of these particular propertics, the
agoregate amount of which is £1,363 17s. 5d.

“The paragraph in the Auditor-General's Report referving to these Rents appears to imply, that
had the Rentals not been investigated by the Audit Office, these ninety-six items would have been
omitted, and the Rents left unclaimed.

“That this inference is orroncons, will be apparent from the following facts, which tho entries in
the Books of the Commissioners will verify :— :

- “1st. These properties (with the three exceptions alveady mentioned and explained) were entered
on the Office Charge Books carly in 1873. i

“2nd, Receivable Orders for the half-yearly Rents due in March and May, 1873 (being the first

gales receivable by the Commissioners), were issued to the Tenants on the Tst of August, 1873

“3vd, Many of these Receivable Orders wers eredited on the Conunissioners’ Cash Account at the
Bank of Treland in August and September, 1873,

“4th. The Auditor-General did not raise any question as to these Rents until October, 1873.”

The Commissioners submit that this Report furnishes o satisfactory answer to the
charge ; and proves that what ocourred was an excusable oversight in the roturn made
to the Comptroller and Auditor-General, which was st right imimediately that attention
was called to 1t, and which would have exercised no influence whatever on the funds of

the Commission, even if the oversight had never boen noticed by the Comptroller and
Auditor-General. '

COST OF AUDIT.

The total sum paid for auditing the accounts of the Commission up to 31st March,

1874, has already been stated to be £6,250 7s. 4d.

. This charge is not the subject of any audit, so far as the Commissioners are aware,
and they have been directed by the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury to pay the
amount demanded.

Tt must be explained that this charge covers only the duty of examination in the
Exchequer and Audit, Department; and the travelling and subsistence expenses of such
examiners as the Comptroller and Auditor-General has instructed, from time to time,
to attend personally in Dublin, ’ e e

If the cost of preparing the accounts in the office of the Commissioners, together with
that of conducting the voluminous correspondence that has arisen between the two
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departments were added, the actual expense attendant upon the audit of the accounts
would be largely increased in amount.

This great and disproportionate cost would appear chiefly to arise from the mode of
conducting the audit which has been adoptod.  Although the Commissioners keep their
books of account with perfect regularity, and all transactions appear by double entry,
the Examiners never audit those books; they require all the items to be transeribed
again on schedules and sent to the office in London, with the vouchers to establish each
item. Then voluminous questions arc transmitted to which written replies are given,
and the time of a great number of the officers is taken up in conducting this system
of transcribing, and corresponding. An inspection of the books in the office with a pro-
duction of the proper vouchers on the spot, where any question could be at once answered,
would appear to be a more reasonable mode of conducting the audit.

The account of the Commissioners up to the 31st Decomber, 1874, will be found in
the Appendix,

(Signed),

MONCK, Commyssioners of
_ i . Church Temporalities
JAMES ANTIIUNY_LAWbON, in Ircland.

24, Urper MerrioN-sTRERET, DUBLIN,
30th January, 1875.
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APPENDIX.

(No. 1.)

Trish Church Temporalities Cominission,
24, Upper Mevrion-street, Dublin,
SIR, October 2nd, 1874,

The Commissioners of Clureh Temporalities in
Treland observed during the lust sossion of Parlimment
that the accounts of their receipts and exponditure,
prepared under the provisions of the 37th Seetion of
«The Trish Church Act, 18064,” togother with the
Comptroller and Auditor-Gonoral's reports on thoso
accounts, were frequently subjects of discussion in the
House of Commons.

Comments based on statements in the Comptroller’s
report were made in the House on the proceedings of

the Commissioners, which they cannot but think would

not have been made if an opportunity had heen afforded
to them to reply to those statements, and to correct the
inferences which were drawn from them.

No provision having been inserted in « The Trish
Church Act, 1869.” for the preparation and presenta-
tion to Parliament of any report from the Commis-
sioners showing the manuer in which they were
administering the property vested in them, and the
progress made in disposing of it, members of Parlin-
ment would naturally form their estimate of the mode
in which the Comunissionors wore discharging their
onerous and important duties from the only documents
relating to the matter which were accessible to thew,
namely, the reports of the Comptrollor and Auditor-
Genergl. .

With respect to these reports the Commissioners
will only remark that they ave caleulated to produce
on many points very ervoneous impressions. Serious
charges against the Commissioners are made in them,
either dirvectly or by implication, to which churges the
Commissioners have had no means of replying publicly.

On all matters connected with their accounts, and
with the administration of their property, the Commis-
sioners court the fullest inquiry, and no mode of
obtaining a satisfactory investigation of the questions
raised by the Comptroller and Auditor-General appears
to be open to them, except that suggested in Pawrlin-
ment by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, viz. : —That
their accounts, the reports thereon of the Comptroller
and Auditor-General, together with copies of all cor-
respondence between themselves and him from the
commencement of the Commission should be submited
to the Standing Committee on Public Accounts of the
House of Commons.

’l:he Commissioners are very anxious accordingly for
an investigation of their affairs by that Committee, and
they will feel themselves much indebted to you if you
will take the necessary steps to obtanin it for them as
soon as Parlinment shall have met.

I have the honorto be, Sir, your ohedient servant,
(Bigned), Dexis Govrey.
The Right Honorable
The Chief Secretary for Treland.

(No. 2.)

15,945. :

Dublin Castle,
Sir, 27th November, 1874.

With reference to your letter of the 2nd ultimo, re-
lative to the accounts of receipts and expenditure.of
the Irish Church Temporalities Commissioners pre-
pared under the provisions of the 37th section of “The
Irish Church Act, 1869,” I am directed by the Lord
Lientenant to transmit to you, to be laid before the
Commissioners, the accompanying copy of a letter on
the subject from the Lords Commissioners of Her
Majesty’s Treasury, and I am to request that youn will
move them to favour me, for His Grace's information,
with their observations thereon.

And with veforence to the second portion of their
Tordship’s letter, I am to request that you will state
whether, in the opinion of the Connnissioners, the best
mode of giving acenrnto information on the subject,
would not be the prepueation of w report for presenta-
tion to Pavlimoent at the commoncement of next
sossion, giving o full neecount of their proceedings up
to ng lake o dato as possible; wnd it so, up to what
adar sueh information could ho given,

I win, Siv, your ohodiont sorvint,
(Signed), I . Burke.

Tho Recratary,
Chuareh Tempornlities Commission,
94, Uppor Merrion-skrect.

(No. 3.)
Treasury Chambers,
Sin, 19th November, 1874

With reference to yonr lettor of the L5th ultime, I
am directed by the Lords Comissioners of Her
Majosty's Treasury to stato, for the information of
His Bxeclloney the Lovd Licutenaut, that it has been
doeided to rofor aunually the report of the Comptroller
anil Auditor-Cloneral on the aecounts of the Irish
Cliureh Tomporalitics Commission to the Committee
of tho Tlouse of Commnons on Publie Accounts, and that
during the inguiries of the Commitieo every oppor-
tunity will o given to the Commissioners to explain
the rensons for the cowrse which they hnve adopted
with rogurd to their recoipts and expenditure.

T oam to add that there ean be uo objection to
the Trish Clovernment laying before Parliament a
repork of the Church Conumissioners themselves, if
guch should be the wish of the Connmissioners, and
that veport, so far as it has reference to the accounts
upon which the Comptrollor nud Auditor-General has
reported, might properly be communicated to the
Committeo on Public Acconnts.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

(Signed) Winsiax Law.
The Chief Secretary for Ireland.

(No. 4.)
Trish Chureh Temporalitics Commission,.
94, Upper Moerrion-strect, Dublin,
Srir, 9nd December, 1874,

T an diveeted by tho Commissioners of Church
Temporalitios in Treland to acknowledge the receipt
of your commumieation of tho 27th ultimo, cuclosing
a copy of n lobtor from the Lords Commissioners of
TTor Majesty’s Trensury.

The Commissionors lewen with satisfaction that an
opporbunity will bo afforded to them of giving full
oxplanations to the Committeo of the House of Com-
mons o1 all points of their acconuts.

The Commissionors dosiva further to state that they
embrace most willingly thoe proposal contained in your
letter, that thoy should prepave a voport for presenta-
tion to Parlimnent which shall give o complete narra-
tive of all their proceedings sinco the passing of «The
Trish Clurch Act, 1869 ; and I am desived to add
that their report will include sucl a special reference
to the questions which havo avisen with regard to
thoir accounts botween themselves and the Comptroller
and Auditor-Gienorul, as may proporly come under the
notice of the Committee of the House of Commons.

The information given in the report will be up to
the end of the prescént year.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
(Signed) Dexis GoDLEY.
The Under Secretary,
Dublin Castle, -
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(No. 5.)

Exchequer and Audit Department,
Homerset House, London,

12th Felbruary, 1870.
My Lonp AND GGENTLEMEN,

On the 2nd of December last I had the honour of
acknowledging the receipt of the first monthly account
of the veceipt and experdliture of the Commissionors,
transmitted to me in pursiance of the 37th section of
the Act 32 & 33 Vie., ¢. 42, hy which the howl of this
department, for the time being, was nowinated by
Porliament the aunditor of tho annud weeounts re-
lating to the disestablishment of the Trish Church,

Since then thres subsequent monthly accounts havo
been rendered, arul it hins consequently beecoma ineum-
bent upon me to consider in what manner the daties
incidental to their examinnkion and audif can be most
satisfactorily and ceconomically overtalen.

So far as I can at presont forn any estimate of the

work to be done, more especially whon the disestal- -

lishing clauses of the Act shall have come iuto full
operation, it is not too much to say that the acconnts
will entail an amownt of labour sl vesponsibility such
as could seaveely have been anticipated when, in addi-
tion to his other multifirious awd vesponsible dutics,
the hoad of this departmiont was charged with the
further function of andising and veporting to Parvlia-
mont upon the financial transaetions of the Conunis-
sioners, not only in nceovdance with the requiremeits
of the appropriation clwuses (21 to 32) of the xchoquor
and Audit Act, 1866, but with express relerency to
the provisions of the specinl Act from which the Com-
missioners derive thoir powoers.

To enablo him to dischargs the dulby thus nposed

upon him (whicl, as has been shown, govs much Teyond

an ordinary audit of verifieation,) with tho cure and
efticiency which its importauce demands, it is indispen-
gably neeessary that he should Le provided with o
competent stadl’ of assistants ; and, as I cannot doulit
that the Commissioners will concur in this view, L
would venture to propose that I should be authovized,
with their approvul, to organize » small establishment
for the special service, which, from the limitation as
to time imposed by the Act, must of neeessity bo n
service of a temporary nature.

For present purposes, it appears to me that the
appointinent of two or three (temporary) clerks would
suftice ; but as it would be necessary that theiv work
should be vevised by one or more competent oflieers
aceustomed to the duty of inspection, I would suggost,
as an economical arrangement, that I should Le per-
mitted to assign the duty to any officer or officers in
this department whom I may consider fully qualificd
to undertake it, and who would, for a limited annual
allowance, in addition to their ofticial salarvies, perform
the extra work out of oifice hours, so ns not to encrouch
upon their public duties in this establishiment.

For the remuneration of these officers, ineluding a
small nmount for ineidentul expenses; I am of opinion
that an annual st of £600 should be allowed, on the
understanding that, if it should prove more than sufti-
cient, the balance remaining over shall Lo accotmted
for, periodicully, to the Commissiou.

Ou the important sulject of supervision und control
I whstain from offering any observations. That duty
will vest with me as the person upon whom the final
and weighty responsibility of reporting to both Houses
of Parliament the results of the arnual transactions of
the Commissioners under the powers conferved by the
Act is solely charged.

It is, I trust, superfluous for me to suy, that while
I have submitted the foregoing propusal for the con-
sideration and approval of the Commissioners, I shall
e happy to receive any suggestions, or to co-operate
with the Commissioners in carrying into effect any
other scheme which, in their view, may be better
adapted to secure the objects of an efficient and econo-
mical audit. '

As an alternative proposal, T might have suggested
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that the dutics arising out of the Ivish Church ac.
counts should be performod by the depurtment undoer
wy charge, but as it has alveudy quits us much to do
as it can convenioutly overtake, such an arraugement
would necessarily involve an increase of the working
stalf at an oxpense considerably in exeess of it which
T havo proposed, while it would be open to the further
objection, that it would he inoxpodient as well as
opposed to established practice to lucroase the per-
manont stall’ of this oflice forw bemporary purpose, auld
to incumber the voto of Tarlinment grubed for the
performanee of specilie publie dulios by this depot-
mont with items of recoipb and expondibnre, which,
s awving 1o reladion thereto, might exeibe inconvenivng
anl unmecossary eriticism or diseussion,

[t was, no doubt, in this view of the mubler, and
prolmbly also, oo i6 was doemed impolitic Lo Uirow
any portion of the expenditure relnbing bo the disestab-
listent of the Teish Chareh on tho publie, or to
bring i, even oy temporary chargo, into e public
accounts, that the proviso was wdded ab the end of
the 37th section of the Act, giving the Comunissioners
full and exclusive powors to deal with the expense of
the andib of their accounts, ag for n diskinet sovvice,
and to delvay such oxpense in $he smwmo manner s
they are authorized to defray the obhor incidental ex-
penses of ewrrying the Act into exceubion, oub of any
moneys for tho timo being in their Jnnds,

aving, 1 trust, made my views sulliciontly inbelli-
giblo, it only remsaing forme bo wdd thas 1 have doemed
it my duty to wldress mysell to Uho Conanissionors on
the subject to which thiy letber rofers, boenuwse, on
carefully considering the 37Uh soction of tho Trish
Ulreh Act in conmoexion with tho Gl seebion and its
sovernl subesectious, it appeared to me that although
ghe Lowds Commissioners of the Trowsary have autho-
rity to net in cortain easos of expewdituee, they are not
invested with any powers in vegaed o the © Tocidental
Expenses” of the Commission, in which is inclwled
the expense of conducting the nudit of the accounts
of the Ivish Chureh.

T have the honour to remuin,
My Lovd and Guntlemon,
Your very obodient servant,
(Bigned), Winnian Dusnan.

The Commissioners of Church Lomporalitioy
in Lreland.

(No. 6.)
Trvish Clowveh Temporalitios Commission,

24, Uppor Merrion-stroet, Dublin,
Sig, 289ed February, 1870.

I Dbave the hionour to acknowlodge the reccipt of
your letbor of the 12th instant, sud in veply [ am
divected to stnte that the Commissioners of Trish
Chreh Tomporalities will be quite propared fo pay
what may Do considored the necessary and proper
expense of the andit of their necounts ws o part of the
ineidontal expenses of emrying tho Ivish Churelt Act,
1869, into exveution, as provided in the 37th scction;
but the Cowmissioners fuel some difliculty ns to
the mode of ascortuining and detormining the tanount.

They would obsorve to the Comptroller and Awditor-
General that the 37th section directs, that they shall
prepure in sueh form awl for such periods as thoe
Treasury muy divect the roceipts and expenditure of
tho capital and of the revouuos devived frowm all
property vested in thom, and that thoy shall transmit
the same to the Comptroller and Anditor-Cioneral to
be audited, cartified, and reported upon, with reforence
to the provisions of the Act, snd in conformity with
the powers and regulations preseribed in tho Exchequer
and Audit Departinents Act, 1866,

The _Cgmmissionem have no intention of indicating
any opiuion as to the mode in which the Comptroller
and Auditor-General shall discharge the duties- im-
posed upon him by the section referred to, but they
would invite his attention to the latter part of the
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33rd section of the 20thand 30th Victoria, eclinpter 39,
and the following sections, under which it would
appear that regulations may be prescribed Ly the
Treasury for the exmmination and andit of any
public accounts, whicli, though not diroctly relating
to the receipt and expenditure of Imperial funds, tho
Treasury may by minute to be laid before Parliament
direct; and as the Treasury is by the Sth section
empowered to appoint the officers, clerks, and othor
persons in the department of the Comptroller and
Auditor-General, and Her Majesty by ovder in Couneil
may regulate the numbers and sularios of the vespoc-
tive des or classes into which the said oflicors,
clerks, and others shall bo divided, the Comnmissioners
have much hesitation in entering into any nerange-
ment with the Comptroller and Auditor-Goeneral, such
ag that proposed in his letter, without the concurronce
of the Treasury. : )

They thevefore, propose, subject to any observations
which the Comptroller and Auditor-General iy
have to make, to transmit to the Treasury a copy of
his letter and of this letter, and to submit the mattor
to their Lordships’ decision.

T have the honour to be, Sir,
Your very obedient servant,
(Signed), Dexnis Gonury, Scerctary.

Sir William Dunbar, bart.,
Comptroller and Auditor-General.

(No. 7))

Exchequer and Andit Depnrtmont,
Jud Maxeh, 1870,

My Lorp AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to acknowledge the.receipt of Mr. Godlay's
letter of the 23rd ultimo, written by your directions,
upon which I have to offér the following observa-
tions :—

Had the 33rd section of the Exchequer-and Audit
Act, 1866, to which he invites my attention, been
applicable o the audit of the Irish Church accounts,
it would, no doubt, have rested with the Treasnry
when sending the accounts to this department, to
prescribe the regulations under which the audit
should be conducted, and as a necossary consequence
to make such an increase to the permunent stafl’ on
this establishment, under the powers conferred by the
8th section of the same Act, as would be sufficient to
overtake the additional work which such an audit
would occasion.

I feel persuaded, however, that on a more delibernte
consideration of the 37th section of the Iish Clurch
Act, to which, as the question raised in Mr. Godloy's
letter is oue of legal construction, I agnin invite tho
careful attention of the Commissioners, they will
concur with me in the opinion, that the 3%l seetion
of the Exchequer and Audit Act is not, mud eanmot o
made applicable to the Irish Chureh nccownts, witl-
out a manifest infringement of the specinl enactiment,
in pursuance of which the accounts ave transmitted
to the Comptraller and Auditor-General by tho
Commissioners.

In so far as the Treasury have any powers in rolu-
tion to the wecounts, they appear to le specinlly
derived from the 37th section of the Trish Cluveh
Act, and to be simply confined to the duty of sotbling
the form in which, and the periods for which the
Commissioners shall prepare the accounts,

In order, however, to bring out the full beavings of
the question under consideration, I deem it necessary
to explain, for the information of the Commissioners,
that the Exchequer and Audit Act makes provision
for two distinet descriptions of andit, namely, an
appropriation audit, with a relative report for Parlia-
ment, and an ordinary audit for the Treasmry. The
former conducted under regulations preseribed by the
House of Commons, includes from its importance and
- comprehensiveness all accounts relating fo the receipt
and expenditure of public moneys, under the head of
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appropriation accounts; and the latter applies only
to a few exceptional nccounts, not in the nature
of approprintion acconnts, which the Treasury may
think it desivable, for their own sutisfaction, to submit
to an audit chock hy this department under regula-
tions prederibed by thomsolves.

Tt i8, howover, indoer the rogulations preseribed for
the rendering and auditing of appropriation acconnts
which are contained in seclions 21 to 32 of the
Exchequer and Audit Act, that the Tegislature has
thonght fit to place the Ivish Church account, 0
being, in the largoest sense, an account of the veeeipt
and expenditure of funds specinlly approprinted, and
upon the diue application of which to the purposes
coutemplated hy tho Irish Churoh Act the Comp-
troller and Aunditor-Clonoral iy required to report to
Tolh TTonses of  Parlimnont, the. only legislutive clieclk
placed on the otherwise unlimited powers of the
Commissioners,

16 st be ohvions, therefore, that when powers
and regulations for Lis guidanee are prescribed by,
and on hehalf of Parlinment, in terms so distinet oy
thoso set forth in the 37th scetion of the Trish Church
Ack, it would he impogsiblo for the Comptroller and
Auditor-Gieneral (who is aa independent Palinmentary
officer) to “got them aside without a develiction of
duty, or to recognise any instroctions, inconsistent
therewith, emanating from any other authovity,

On yeforring to (ho section of  theiv Act  just
adverted {o, the Commissioners will observe that the
powaers and regulations by which the Comptroller and
Auditor-Goneral is bound to govern himself, ave clearly
dofingd to bo thoso pregevibed by the Exehequer and
Audit Departwents Aoty 1866, for the rendering and
aeliting of appropa-iation aceonnts, comprised ag before
stadedinelnuses 21 6o 32 of that A et, sl in no other, The
words which T have underlined are overlooked in the
roforence made in My, Godloy's letter to the 3Tth
section of the Trish Chureh Act. The reference stops
at the fignres 18G6, which are placed within brackets,
or ruther bolween two commas, in the body of the-
sontence to which he ealls my attention, and of which
the words loft out form an integeal and most material
portion. The omission is, no doubt, quite uninten-
tional, but its elfoct, ag the Commissioners will perceive,
is to givo an orroneous conslruction to the section in
question a8 vegards the powers and duties of the
Comptroller ol Auditor-Gonoral,

The enly further remark which 1 have to make on
this part of the subject, is that no accounts aundited
for the Trensury under regulutions presevibed by them,
in virtue of powers conferred by the Exchequer and
Awdit Act, are voporbed upon to Parliament, and this
i an additional reason why the 33vd section of that
Act eannot apply to  the  Tvish Churell accounts
consistontly with tho provisions of the 37th seetion of
the Trish Chureh Aet, which, moreovor, requives thei
diveat transmission to the Comptreller and Auditor-
Gienornl, .

ITaving fully expliined my views upon the point
of law, 1 would now venture to add o few remarks
upon thequestion of expenso,  As the cost of auditing
tho public accounts is provided for by the Exchequer
md Audit Act, which gives corfnin powers in relation
thoeveto to the Treasury, so, on the other hand, the
cost of auditing the Trish Churel necounts is likowise
provided for by the sspecial Act, which, in respeet
theveof, confors plenary powerss on the Commissioners.

As 1 have before obsorved, the responsibility of
coudueting the wudit is placed on the Comptroller and
Aunditor-General alono ; bub, whilelie is thus nppomted
sole auditor, provision iy, at the same time, made by
the proviso at the end of the 37th section for the
oxpiense couseguent upon the additional duty assigned
to him. Tt appears therefore to have been clearly
contemplated (although the wmount is left to the
judgment and discretion of the Commissioners) that,
as 18 usual in other enses of special andit, such a reason-
able annual sum should be allowed to the Auditor ** out
of moneys for the time heing in the hands of the Com-
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missioners” ag would faivly suflico to requite all tho
sorvices incidental to the due performance of the
additional duatios,

In illustration of this remak I may moention that
the annual snn allowed by the linglish Neelosinsticnl
Comunissioners to their Awditor also a public olficer
(who appoints and fixes the vemuncration of his own
assistants), is paid over to him divect without passing
through the public acconnts,

In my last letter T exprossod my willingness to co-
operate with the Cominissioners in envvying onb any
schemo consistunt with the provisions of the Act,
wlich in their judgment might bo hest ealeulabod to
ensure an oflicient mud cconomical audil.

T have thoveforo no objections whatever (o offor to
the proposed veference to the Tronsnry, it it should
still be deomed wdvisahlo,  Ab the smne e L omoy
be permitted to obgorye that there would nob appear
to he any greator difliculty in coming to an areange-
ment with the Comptroller and Awditor-Gionornl, ad
in ascertnining and doteviining the wmount to ho
allowed for the audit, than there would have been if
any other individual, in ov out of the public servico,
had heon nominated wwditor.  Not only have tho
Commissioners the necessury powers to deal with the
expense of awdib, ws with their other “incidental
exponges,” on their own responsibilily, but with their
knowledge of the accounts, and the aid of the expo-
rienced officers employed under them, they must of
necesgity ho more competont to form o just estimato
of the proper allowance for the work to be done than
cithor the Trenswry or the Comptrollor and Awditor-
(eneral.

I think it uecessary to add thialy, in ovdor o provent
the examination of the accounts which lhave hoou
rendercd for severnl months from falling into arroar,
I have, pending the docision of the Commissioners,
takon upon myself tho responsibility of inewring o
certain (limited) amount of oxpense, the necessity for
which, nnder the circimstances, will, T trust, be ad-
mitted by the Commissionors.

In conelusion, I have to request that in the ovent
of the Commissioncrs still thinking it nocessary to
submit the matter to tho Treasury, thoy will bo so
good a8 to inchude a copy of this communication in the
(J(Jl'l‘l!ﬂliﬂli(lﬂnﬂﬂ.

I have the honour to be, my Lol and Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

(Bigned), Wi, Dunsan,
The Commissioners of Church Tomporalitios
in Iroland.
Al
(No. 8.)

Trish Clwreh Tomporalitios Commission,
24& Upper Merrionsstreot, Dublin,
2156 Apnil, 1870,
My Lonbs,

I have the hononr to transmit eopios of the corvo-
spondence noted in the mavgin® hobween tho Conunis-
sioners of Churehe Temporalitios in Treland ad the
Comptroller and Aunditor-Groneral.

T am directed to state that the Commissioners rotain
the opinion expressed in oy lotber of the 2wl
Tebruavy, and they venture to sugaest tlak the
questions involvedin the covrespondonce should rocoive
the consideration of Flor Majesty’s (tovernment,

The Gommissionors desive to add that they will bo
quito rewdy to pay vut of the incidents of the oflien,
under the 3760 seetion, sueh amouns, cither pnunlly,
or from time to time, as your Lordships recommend, ns
the expense of the andit,

I have the Lonour to be, my Lowds,

Your most obedient servaut,
(Signed), Dexis Govrey, Secvetary.
The Lords Commissioners of Her Mujosty’s
Treasury, Whitehall, London.

* Letter from Sir Wm. Dunbar, dated 12th February.
dated Jrd Mareh last. )
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(No. 9.)

8,083,

Troasury Chambors,
2:1th May, 1870,
My Lorn AND (ENTLEMEN,

The Lowds Commnissionors of Ter Majesty™s Treensu
have eavelully congidored the eorrospondonco of which
copics were ouclosed in your lebber of 2146 ultimo, and
liwve coma (o the conclusion that the audit of {he
acconnts of the Trish Chorel Tomporalitios Connnission,
preseribod by the 37th section of the Irish Ohureh Act,
186 (32 & 33 Vie, e 42), is Lo bo conducted by the
Gompbrollor and Anditor-General in hig oflicial ela.
rneter, nd an park of his public dulies (wder soctiony
9132 of the Kxehequor and Andit Aoly, 1866), and
What whalover wdidition to his ostablishment, may ho
vequirad, in ovdor bo performe Lhe datios thus imposed
wpon him, will bo subjeck Lo soclion 8 of Lhe same,

I furbher o stabe thal their Lordships have foe-
warded a copy of Uhis Tebter to the Complrollor and
Aunditor-Gionorad, and, that ng soon ag domo furkher
experienco bas heon guined a8 bo Lhoe eosl ol auditing
the aceounts of this Conmission, they will communi-
ante furither with you as o the smeunt which iy to he
defrnyed vub of the monoys in your Iunds, pursuant to
tho eoncluding purt of sockion 37 in the Trish Chovely
Act, 1869,

1 am, my Lovd and Gontlomon,
Yowr obodient servand,
(Hignod),

The Trish Clieel Tomporalitios Commissionors,

JAMES NUTANHPRLD,

(No. 10.)
11,0806,
Treasury Chuanbors,
22l June, 1870
My Lowps AND GENTLEMEN,

I am commanded by the Lords Conunnissioners of
Her Majesty’s Trensury Lo beansinib to yon, for any
obsorvations you may desive Lo mnka on the proposils
thoroin contained, the cnclosed copy of w report from
tho Compbroller and Auditor-Goneval with rogard to
the awdit of the accounls of the Conuudssion.

I aan, my Lords and Gentlomoen,
Youwr obedient gsorvant,
(Signod), JAMES NTANSFLLD,

Tho Trish Clureh Connnissionms, Dublin,

(No. 11.)

Bxchoguer and Audit, Dopartmont,
Nomerset House, Loudon, W.G,,
[0 June, 1870,

T hawvo to acknowlodgo (he veeoipl of By, Sionsfold’s
Tetber of Lhe 24t ultima, on the subjock of the audit
of tho necounty of the frish Chuveh Tomporalities
Clonuisgion,

Your Lovdships having eomo o thy conelugion that
the andit of the accounds of (st Comumission pre-
sevibad by the 376 soction of tho Trish Choreh Act,
869, 8 o bo comductod hy tho Comptroller and
Auditor-Clonoral e bis oflicial eharastor, and as part
of his public dutios, under seokions 21-32 of tho Hx-
chogquor md Andit Dopartinonts Act (1866), have
intimubed to mo by M, Stastolis lotbor that you ave
Proparad 1o vocoive i stadenent of the wwmbge nd ve-
muneration of thw tmporry oflicors: whom T propose
to employ, in ordor to onably the cstablislient of this
departiment ko wndortako e awdit of the necounts of
the Teish Chureh Commission.

Tn complying with tho desive so uxpruum\d, I 113-‘.’9
o vemark, in the et place, that the duty of andib
the easo of the Trish Claneh Commdssion is one of
more than ovdinary imporinnco and difliculty, tleallflg:
as it doos, with exponditure of a nabure quite foreigh

My Towps,

Letter from Mr. Godley, dated 231l February.  Lotter from Sir W, Dunbat
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to that coming under the ordinary review of this
department.

I need not, however, in this place, do more than
rofer your Lordships to the observations in my lettors
to the Irish Church Commissioners of the 12th Feb-

and 3rd March last, which fully explain the
importance of the audit in question.

T only allude to this subject now, in order that your
Lordships may see at once that although the appoint-
ments to this establishient may be conlined to two ov
three temporary officers, it will be out of the (uestion for
me, under the heavy responsibility with which [
charged, to employ upon the higher part of the work
so imposed upon me, any but ofticors of the highest
gkill, experience, and position, which this departmont
«contains,

The Trish Chur¢h Commissioners havo transmithiod
to me monthly accounts, commencing with August,
1869, up to and including January last; awd these
accounts have reeeived a partial and proliminary
examination at the hands of Mr. Trwin, son of wn
Inspector in this department, lately decensed, whom L
have employed from 1st Deceniber, 1869, ab an allow-
ance at the rate of £100 per annum, only pending the
settlement of the necessary establishinent.

Your Lordships express yourselves as prepaved fo
sanction vetrospectively the expenses of the ollicers
already employed upon the nudit of this account;
the only expense alrendy incurred is that for M.
Trwin’s salary ; but I would expross my earnest hopo
that Mr. Irwin, with whose efficiency I liwve overy
reason to be satisfied, may on that ground, sl on
account of hiy late father’s long and meritirious
services, be allowed to formn onc of the temporary
officers to be added to the establisliment, nt o salavy
commencing with not less than that he now reccives.

It will be necessary for me to place the lrish
Church accounts under the superintendence of an
Inspector of the 1st section, and to make arrange-
ments for relieving him of the greater part of tho
duties now imposed upon him, inasmuch, as the
caveful revision of all payments with special reference
to the intricate Act under which they are made, nud
periodical local Inspectors of the accounts, will absorh
nearly the whole of his time.

This will necessitate the transfer of the dutics of
which he will be relieved to an Tuspector of the 2l
section, and T would subimnit that as the dutios and
responsibilities of the oflicer to be so employed will,
for a considerable number of years, be greatly in-
creased, he should receive the diffevence between
his present salary and the salary of an luspector of
the 1st section.

This arrangement will invelve no addition to
the number of persons employed as Inspectors.

I also propose to select an experienced senior
examiner, and to employ one junior examiner in
addition to Mr. Trwin,

I will thus be necessary to add two tempornry
officers, besides Mr. Trwin, to fill the places of the
senior and junior examiners to be employed on the
audit of the Irish Chureh accounts. .

It is a question for your Lovdships to docido, a8 to
the proportion of the expense to bo borno hy the
Irish Church Commission, but it appears to me that
they might be fairly called upon to contvibute two-
thirds of the medium salary of an Tuspector of thoe
ﬁm? class, whose time, though ncarly, would not b
entirely occupied with the supevintendenco of those
accounts, and fhe mean of the salavies of the
other officers actually employed upon them ; if so, tho
account would stand thus :—

1 Inspector, 1st Section (two-thirds of :
mean salary), . 3 . . L4000

1 Senior Examiner (mean salary), 407 10

2 Junior Examiners (mean 400 0

£1,207 10

Your Lordships will probably agree with me, that
this would be a moderate contribution on the part of
the Trish Church Commission, as they would have the
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gratuitous services of the higher officors of this
department in the supervision of their accounts.

I havo only to add that the expenses of travelling,
personal allowances, and other contingencies, should
fall npon the Irish Church Commission, and not upon
the publiec.

I have, &e.,
(Signed), Winniax Dunpar,
Camptroller and Auditor-General,

The Tords Commissioners of TTer
Mujosty’s Treasury, &c., &e., &e.

(No. 12.)

Trish Clureh Tomporalities Commission,
24 Upper Morrion-strect, Dublin,
Sin, Lt August, 1870.

1 am divected by the Commissioners of Church
Temporalitics in Trelwid to state that they have given
full consideration to your lettor of 22nd June, and the
Report of the Comptrollor and Aunditor-General with
regard to the audit of the accounts of the Commis-
S1011,

The Commissioners understand that their Lordships
of the Treasury have come o the conclusion that the
andib of thoe accounts of the Commission, preseribed
by tho 37th soction of the Trish Church Act, 1869, is
tobio conductod by the Canptrollor and Auditor-General
i his official eapacity, and as part of his public duties,
under seetions 21 & 3% of the Exchoquer and Audit
Dopartients Act (1866), and that the proper cost of
gucl audit shall Lo paid, under the 37th section of
their Aet, into the consolidated fund,

In this view the Connnissioners venbure to express
thoir ready coneurrence, ad they have only now to
vemark upon the amount, which in his letter of 13th
June, tho Comptroller aud Auditor-Cieneral estimates
as tho tomporary cost of the audib.

As all payments mado out of the incidents of the office
will he s0 much in diminution of the surplus of Church
fands, of which tho Comnissioners are trustees until
appropriated by Parlinment, it is the duty of the
Commissioners to guard that fund as far as possible
agninst any paymont which may appear to them ex-
cessive, oven thoughit may bo mude iutothe consolidated
fund, and the vemarks which thoy have divected mo to
make are offored solely with that view. w

L—They dircet mo to observe that, although it is
tho case, as statod by the Comptroller and Auditor-
Gioneral, that the aecounts of the Commissioners are
of & natnre of more than ovdinary importance, much
pains lave boon taken, nnder the able advice of Mr.
foster sk My, Vine, for facilitoting the iudﬁpem'lagt
and offoetive oxsmination of the accounts by the Andib
Oftieo, as proseribod by the 37t wection of tho Act.
The dutics of audit hiwve heen largely considered in
tho merangemoent of tho system on which the accounts
are constructod ; envo has heen takon to support cfwh
item of expendibure with a complote voucher, furnish-
ing authoriby for pymont, evideneo of correctness, and
Togn] aequitianco of linbility. U]mrgu—buul:s _luwo been
estublished for the purpose of recording the interest of
the Commissionors in all property vested, or that may
bo vested, in them undor the Chureh Act; m}r.l in due
timo complote vontals will bo propaved and furnished
of nll rovenues, whother of n fixed ov temporary
natura, .

Tl monthly aceonnts, with the vouchers, are fully
exumined by the accountant, ad aul}mttt_ed by him to
ono of the Commissioners previous to their transmittal
to the Audit Offico, and, as far as possible, the process
of final nudit is simplified and ﬁ}cilimtﬂtl l.ly 1n'el'1mm&ry'
arrangements in the Church Temporalities Office.

II.—The Comptroller and Auditor-General proposes
anarrangement for thoe temporary audit of _t-he accounts,
and suggests a contribution of two-thirds of the
medium salary of an Inspector of the first class, and
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t£his medn salarios of the other officors actnally employed
upon them amounting as follows :—

1 Inspector, 1st Section . . . . . L£400
1 Senior Examiner . ‘ N i . 407
2 Junior Exnminers s . s 400

£1,207

As this proportion appears to involve an organi-
zation of the Exchequer and Audit Doparbinent as
rogands the audit of the accounts of the Church Com-
wission, the Comnissioners desire to oxplain that the
extent of audit duty up to 1st Jannavy, 1871, will o
chiefly limited to the oxamination of oxpenditure ouly,
astherentals ropresenting the vouchors in support of the
revenues avising from the proporly teansfereed from
the lnto Beelesinstical Connissioners for Irelund, with
the addition of vaeant honofices during the  poriod
from 20Gth July, 1864, o 318t Decambor, 1870, will not
be due to tho Auditor-Glenerals doparbtinent until
about March, 1871, and not wutil about Mareh, 1872,
will the Comptroller and Auditor-Gieneral be in pos-
session of the oxtensive rontals, whicl will include
the Tithe Rent-churge vested in the Commissioners on
the st January, 1871.

- Moreover, the extent and character of (he necounts

to bo submitted for andit will depend materially upon
whother the clergy genorally adopt the commutation
offered in the 23rd scction of tho Ael. I they should
commuto, wob ouly will the Tithe Rent-chargs, but
avery other deseription of Chuveh proporty, e placed
in gharge of the Commissioncey immodintely aftor Tst
January, 1871, and the extont of their aceounts bo
thus materinlly inereased.

It is impossible at the presout timo to enleulate
with, any cortainty as to whether the commutabion will
be adopted generally by the clergy.

TIL—The Commissioners desive to ohserve that the
duties relating to the andit of the necounts, under tho
regulations of the late Eeclusiastionl Conunissioncrs
for Treland, were performed by one clovk, with a
salary of £175 o year, with the occasionnl nssistanco
of a junior clerk at a salary of £90 a year, under the
personal ‘direction of one of the Commissioners, and T
am instructed to add that the audit was performed in
an elaborate and effective manner,

IV.—Under the circumstauces, and as the full
extent of the duties relating to the audit of the
accounts cannot be properly aseerboined uutil about
Maveh, 1872, the Commissionms consider that it
would be inexpedient at the present time to fix any
sum as representing the cost of wudic.

I have the honour to bo, your obediont sorvant,

(Signed), E. J. Avystrone, Chiof Clork,
pro Seerctary.
Lo the Right Honorable James Feansfold,
Treagury, London,

. (No. 13.)
14,733, Treasury Chambers,
Sir, 19th August, 1870,

I am commanded by the Tords Commissioners of
Hor Majesty’s Treasury to roquest that you will inform
the Trish Church Temporalities Comunissionors that
upon consideration of the circumstunces explained in
Mr. Armstrong’s letter of the 1st instaut, and specially
of the fact that the extent of the accounts of the Com-
mission, which it will finally be the duty of the
Comptroller and Anditor-General to examine and audit,
cannot be ascertained with any exactness mntil the
31st March, 1871, at the earlicst, and possibly not for
a. considerable period subsequent to that date, their
Lordships will not propose that the amount to le
contributed by the Commissioners to the Imperial
revenue in repauyment of the'expense inewred in tho
audit of their accounts, should be at present fived at
the sum estimated by the Comptroller and Auditor-
Geeneral.

As, however, it is important that the examination
and audit should be conducted by officers of sufficient
position and experience, to enable the Comptroller and
Auditor-General satisfactorily to discharge the respon-

APPENDIX TO REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS

sible duty which will e imposed on him, and as their
Lordships will be unable to allow any portion of the
oxpense of such audit to fall upon public funds, they
will reqnest the Complroller and Auditor-Genoral to
undertake the commoencemoent of the audib with ag
lunited a stafl as possible, such staff 1o be ouly in-
creasod upon ropresentalion of its neeessity to this
Bomud, and to furnish the Commisgionors ab the cloge
of the year ending 318t Mureh, I871, with o stabement
of 1he netual cost nenrvrad on sueh audit, with o view
o the repaymont of the same.

I iy 8iv, your ohediont servand,
(Signed), JAMEN NTANSTELD,

The Socretary o the Trish Churel
Conmission, Dublin,

(No. 1)

Exchequer and Audit Departinond,
Somaersel House, London, WL,
Sin, 270h April, TRTL.

I am desived by the Compbroller and  Awditor-
(iemeral, in necordance with direstions received from
the Tords Commissionors of Tlor Majesty’s Troasury,
to aequaint you, for fhe information of tho Trish Churcly
Temporalitics Commissionors, tha€ fhe actunl cost in-
eurved, up to the 3186 of Maveh, 1871, inclasive, on
the oxamination of Lo aecounts of the Commissioners,
wid LOOD [Be, 2 and T am Lo vequest thad the same
miy bo paid o the Paymnsler Goneral, o the eredit
of the Wxchoquer and Audilt Departinent Vote, with
o view to its heiug trnsforred to Hor Majesty’s
oxehoguoer,

I have the honour to be, Siv, your obedient sorvant,

(Signaed), C. 1. Rvan.

The Seerctary,

Trish Chaveh Tomporalitios Commission,

(Nu. 15.)
Trigh Clmreh Temporalitios Commission,
2ud May, 1871,
My Lonns, .
I am divected by the Commissioners of Chureh
Temporalitios in Ireliad, to brnnsmit the enclosed copy
of w lettor reecived from the Fxehoquor and Audit
Depurtment o the 27th ultine, and, with reforence
to that of Mr. Stansfold of the 246h Muwy, 1870, to
gtato that the Commissioners will he glul (o receive
py eomuniention your Lovdships may think proper
1o mako on the snbjoct of the expense of nuditing the
nocounts of the Conanission.
I havo the houour o by,
Your Lovdships' obwdiont sovvant,

(Migned), Dunis Gonrey, Neerotary.
The Lords Conanissioners of e
Majusty’s Trensury.

(No. 16,)
7,031,
Tronsiry Chumboers,
My Lown axp (ayrnamen, 0rd May, 1871,
‘With roferonce to Mr. Godley's lettor of 2nd instant,
on the subject of the expemse of anditing the necounls
of the Commission, I am directod by tho Lords Com-
missioners of Tor Majosty's Trensury to inform you
that it appears fo their Lovdships that the Comptrollor
sud Auditor-Genoral has acted in accordauce with the
nrrangement of which you wore informed in the con-
cluding paragraph of tho lotter from this Bowd of 19th
August last (14,723 /70), and it only vomaing for you
to comply with his request for vopayment of the actual
cost incurred on account of such wndit up to 31st
March, 1871,
: I am, my Lord and Gtentlemen,

Your obedient servant,
(Signed), R. R. W. LiNGEN.

The Commissioners of Churéh Temporalities
in Ireland.
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(No. 17.)
FORM OF RECEIVABLE ORDER.

Insi Conorenr TemrorArrrins CoMMISSION,
24, UPPER MERRION-STRRERT, DURLIN.

Trrine LLENT-CHARUE,

.

b =t " - P .
sepvaney Ownen (Y Noo . . . N Note.—Shoull  earrespondence arise, (his
WECLILV. ( =) letter (00 nod Number must be :pmlml.’
Benefice, : et T —TIRT DS NUL e S SRS U S
Nume of Payer, . e s = o i sz
g‘ * Addvoss, e
P+ ploass to Insert here
o any chunge of } S
ﬂ Namo or Addroess, 5
= Pawricunans or Crai,
e N '
' E £ & d.
% RENT-CHARGE, half-year to IS8T . X
% L s |d
E Less :
. Poor LAtk (wide Act 1 & 2 Viel,, eap. 56, soc. 76), viz.,
E T b o st} SR
g = —
P Income Tax, -
=1
o
8 .
S Llewse to vecelve £
d
#
2 On o before, bt nol after , 187

and place the same to the Credit of “Tur Oasu Account” of Lk CommrssioNers or Cruneir

2. TEMPORALITIES IN IRELAND,

g Dexnts Govuey, Secretary,

gz To the Cashiers of the Dank of Irelund. , 18T .

(-]

? In the event of & Branch of the Bank of Irelul not being established within N-ﬁ{;:—{ﬁ';ifk*:};tcfh;‘!ggcm

a convenient distance, a Crossen Crieque, or Tost Orrice Orber, in fuvour of
the Bank or Inenawn, may be transmitted, widor cover to
"“THE SECRETARY OF TIIE BANK OF TRELAND, DUBLIN,”
TOGETHER WITILT THIS RECEIVABLE ORDINR,
or Lodgment may be mado at any Local Dauk, for advico to the Danle of Treland.

On the Amount beiug brought to credit ab the Bank of Troland, this document,
officially receipted by The Commissionors of Chueeh Temporalities in Lrelud,
will be returned by them to tho Payer in due cowrse.

Tteceipt of The Commis-
sionery,
A

Cash nor Remittances will be received at the Otiice in Merrion-street.

either

N

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS ¥OR TILE GiinaNck o Pavinrs or MoNgy.

1. Chetues and Money Orders must be made paynble to the Bank of Iveland, and not to the Seerctary of

the Bank of Irelnnd,

9. The exact amount of a Receivable Order must be romitted to the Bank of [reland, as the Bank Autliori~

. ties cannot undertake to return change to o payer,
3. Receivable Orders must not be eut or torn.

I

4. The Amount of n Reccivable Order must not be altered Ly a payer. “Should a payer dispute the amount
of a demand, he is requested, at once, to communicate with the Secrctary to The-Commissioners, at

No. 24, Upper Merrion-strect, Dublin.

5. Neither. Cash nor Remittances will be reccived at the Office in Merrion-street, Dublin,

By Ovder, Denes Goprey,

Secrelary to The Commissioners of Churel
1st January, 1871. Temporalities in Irelaond.
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(No. 18))

List of Boonesiastioar, Srruveronis vestad in the Secieerany of the {!um.mssuM:m;_ul' I‘un!.m
WORKS in IRETAND, to he Pruservin as NATIONAL MoNusents, pursuant to the 25th Seetion
of “The Irish Chureh Act, 1869,” up to 31st December, 1874,

County FromawAaain

Devenish Cliurch snd Round Tower, in the purish
of Dovenish, and barony of Maghernhoy.

Couxry Tyrone

Donaghmoro Stone Crass, in the parish of Donngli-
more, and barony of Middle Dungimon,

Uouwry Lourm.

Monastorhoico Churel, Round Tower, and  (hreo

crossies, in tho parish of Monasterhoico, miud barony of
Forrned.

Counry Mear,

Donaghmoro Cliureh and Round Towaor, in the parish
of Donaglmore, and arony of Rutonth ; 8t Colwmb’s
House, Kelly, in tho parish of Kolls, and harony of
Upper Kells.

Counry Mavo.

Killala Revmnd Towor, in the parish

of IKillaln, nd
bavony of Tyrawley.

Counry KiLkesNy,
[Killmery Stone Cras, in the parish of Killnmery,

and bavony of Kells 3 Kilkeoron Stone Cross, in Ghe
prrigh of Kilkeoran, and burany of Gowena,

Couney Trreeirany.
Fecloinationl Buing on “The Bock  of i) M

Tilelisplan, two stono erames in s paeish of N
towar Lenmany wned beony of Tl and Off M.,

County  Warkuearn,
Avdmoro Cbliedienly, Rouned Tower, nud 86 Deelnn'y

Tombh, in Lhoveone onelosuree, in Lo il of A rdmorn,
and Darony of Decion within Dra,

Counry WiekLow,

The vains of the Seven: Clhoarehen, witle the Round

Towor, slone erowsen, il e oblier eeclesinatienl build-
A\l
g or sbeocbures,
toonry Kuenny,

Avdlort Catliedend, and vuing of bwa ehurehen in (e

pveieih of Apilfert, and Ivony of Clanmsuriee; Cndlorg

Charel, in he preiah of Kihonelehedar, wod Inrany of
Corkngminey,

(Na, 19.)

STATEMENT showing the Ammml of the (iross R and Giitoss I8
SURCHARGES and IISALLOWANCES mado Ly tho Comrrronnenr
of the Accounts of the years which have em repor

X PENOTPUIRE, Gogethor with Gl
and AUDITOR-UENKIAL, i respeel,
Led Dy hin to Parlianent,,

YEar, Gross Recelpts. | Gross Expondituro,| Surcharges, | Disllownioes, Hatanatuey 1:"'I'I'I'_G"""'::;:’“"":_:;"""'""“"" Ll
£ a8 d £ o d & adl £ o £ w d
[| Amount of @ peatuity paid by the
anthority of the Commissdoners (o
their Acenuntant, without Trensry
sanetion, . 5 . - . LI 18 11
Payient of sndaey inowlvanes to w Clork
3 wha was i1 and afterwaeds diod, U HI O
1869-70 071,689 14 8 004,995 9 4 -— 123 6 'llﬁ Liaw 6l
Uxtraet from e Compteollorand Auditor-Coeneeal's.
Seeoml Teport, Purl. puper, TR, No, 478, I 2~
CPhasanetion of the Lovds of the Trewmry han nlso hess
produecd for Lo payments which head heen ubjected to
a8 Dvingg beos wado withont proper antborlty”
L
Amvunta of Instahments on Glele hosa
Allownnees, Tomed of Fleat Froits,
whieh il been veeolyad by the
Aveountanty, bub have sinen” oo
oxeluded Toorear,  (1he vxelusion of
s wums alse oot (i Mortyugn
Aveounts), " \ & . . 28 an
Sumoverpuld, ., s o BT
1871 S,073,158 7 9| 880221612 8 82 a9 ¢ 5 1104 i .
L7 4 4
Extract from the Compteollor mud Awilitor General's
Fourth Reporty, Pnel, jmpor, 1874, No, 288, o Hyo-
* With veforeneo to the Ualimes upon the Avcount of
871, s Lo the smount of which & diforenes of
oplufon existed, T thivk it proper to add that {he
| halanes in (uestion hus boon satisfuctorlly adjusted.”
Surcluirgos, L2440 Ta,; oyerpayments, L9 2a, 1
1872 ,200012 5 4| 8914998 9 1| 240 7 0 | (Norie The TIHW Report of the Comptroller and
Auditor=Goeneral, in which those sums will bo referrad
to, has 10t yet hoen mady to Patdianwnt.)
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APPENDIX TO REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS

(No.

Accounts of Tho CoMMISSIONERS of CHURCH TEMPORALITIES in IRELAND, under the provisions of “ The Trigh
1869 (the commencement of the Commisgion),

Dr, L—CASH
Hoeotlon of
Principnl Act
and £ T £ 8 d
‘ Act of 1872,
36

32
and
7 (1872)

84,52, & 54

27,28, &52

31
and
12 (1872)

To ]éu.lancn on the 26th July, 1860 :
ash ! . . .
Snb-:&wonntnnta, &e, . .

To Sarrs or Prorenty :

Tithe Rent-charge, . ‘

Landi; &e.:

K t'.l'pﬂt“ity Rents, . .

2. Renowable Leasaimlds, 5
3. Yearly and other ‘lenuves, .
4. Rights to Mines and Quarrics,

Ecclesiastical Residences and Lands

See Houses and Landls, .
Other Residences and Lunds, .

Will. IV., ¢. 87, 5. 145 and 155),

£ s d £ & ol
160,044 0 1
13,248 13 4
268,356 9 3
489 10 0

442,188 12 8
22,501 6 9
161,828 18 2

184,930 4 11

To Converston or Renewanre LEASEROLDS 170 PERrETUrTIES (Act 8 and 4

Carried forward, . 4

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Librar

10,134 10
Gdl 14

— b

19,776 4 3

983,471 9 0

626,468 17 7

209,040 6 7

e 116,042 9 11

—  £1,046,659 0 9
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OF CHURCH TEMPORALITIES IN TRELAND.

43

Church Act, 18G9,” and ““ The Trish Church Act, 1869, Amendment Act, 1872, for the period, from 26th July,
to 31st December, 1874.

ACCOUNT.

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit

Cr.
Beotion of
Prlnci]mll Act P .
an : 5
Act ot‘lwza. E # kG
By Comrusnsarions, Annveries, Grarmrme, &e.:
14 For Lifs Annuities to Archbishops, Bishops, and Incumbents, . .| 442,304 10 4
15 Tor Life Aunuitios to Permanent Curales, . & § 80,465 10 11
15 Tor Gratoities to Curnles nob entitled to compienss wion nu I'urnmnnut (‘nrn.tos . 35,400 0 0
16 For Life Anunitics w Diveesan and Distriet Schoolmastors, A 3,076 16 8
16 For Life Aunuities to Clerks, Sextons, and others holding freehold nﬂmc,s, = 46246 3 0
17 TFor Gratuitics to certain persons not t'lllll-ll'll to vmn]n*:mn.hun, " - 4,625 10 0
45 Tor Life Anmmitics to Viears-General and other oflicers, for loss of lees, &c. . 19,201 16 7
45 ¥or Compensation to Deputy Registrars and others, for loss of office, . : 8,270 13 4
45 For Compensation to Vienrs-General, &o., for loss of fees, 2,112 17 6
46 For bompunsu.l.mn to the Chaneellor and I’mlmudn.mm of Christ Ghurch, Dnblm,
&e. 5 e . s 23,715 5 3
670,009 11 7
By Commurarion or Annurrns, e, : &£ s d. £ % &
23 of Arvluluuho] 8, Bishops, and Tncumbents:
Commutation Money, . 2 .]8,194725 6 5
Bonua (12 per cont. added), . .| 620,498 3 2
5,815,223 9 7
23 Of Permanent Curates :
Commutation Money, . .| 1,545,579 17 0
Bonus (12 per cent, added), L 18520117 7
; - | 1%80,781 14 T
£ 7,646,006 4 2
Less—Amount remaining unpnid to The Representative
Church Body, on-31st December, 1874, . . *(332,000 0 0
6,014,005 4 2
3 (1872) Of Diocesan Schoolmasters, = . B ) % 2 z 15,714 19 6
18 Of Clerks, Sextons, and others, . . . v 370,565 14 4
4 (1872 Of Viears-General and other Officers, . g : 68,410 4 4
4 (1872 Of Annuitants under 44th Section, 8 : - 28,246 19 1
7,396,952 1 5
53 By Istenzsr or Consuration Moxuy (paid to The Representative Chureh Body), — 244,101 18 3
24,50 866
and } By Buirving Cranans, " . v . » " : a — 227,114 0 6
5 (1872)
18 By ComrexsaTion To LAy PaTnons, " = . s . — 700,639 11 6
29 By Purvare Exvownmenrs (paid over to The Representative Church Body), -— 500,000 0 O
25 By Narrovar Monumesrts—Maintenance, . - 5 5 g - — 22,564 0 0
33
and )} By Leases or Trrnr Resr-caanee—Lurchase of, . . i . . — 50,106 13 4
8 (1872
11 and 12 | By CranraEs Axp INncuMnrANcEs A¥recming Prorenry, . - . . 4 — 06,427 7 b
66 Bx PAxments 70 PERSONS ATPOINTED TO EGC]-!.EBIAH'I'I-CAL Orrrces between 26th
July, 1869, and 1st January, 1871, . s . . . — 18,548 4 1
By Ruerum Doxvm :
38 Life Annuitics, . a , “ . . . . 44,364 10 9
Commnutation of Annuitics e . £ s d
39 Commutation Money, i . . 549,680 4 0
23 Bonus (12 per cont. m}decl), . . . . 65,766 10 2
615,346 14 2
40 Widow and Orphan Fund, Synod of Ulster, . . . . . 5124 0 0
40 Other Widows' Funds, . . . . . . 19,055 18 38
40 Ministers’ Payments to Widows' l‘unds, . . . . . 18,000 8 2
40 Clevks of the 8 "-f'nod " V. . a - 5 2,131 19 4
40 Goneral Assembly’s Colloge at Belfust, . , i 5 . 39,775 19 2
40 Non-Subseribing Associations of Preshyterians, - : g 3 4,200 0 0
749,799 9 10
40 By Cornwrce or MaxNoorn, . ‘ » - . . . g —_ 372,331 0 6
34 By EXrENSES ATTENDANT ON Sarks of PropErTY, . . 2 . - — 138 11 7
* At the date of this Report, this liability of £632,000 ie reduced to the sum of £360,000, further
poeyments, amounting to £272,000, having been made to The Representative Church Body in
January, 1875,
Carried forward, — £]11,057,807 10 ©

F2
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APPENDIX TO REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS

Accounts of the CommisstoNers of Crurcm TEMPORALITIES in IRELAND, for the period, from

To Tus CommissIioNERs ¥or Toe Repucriox or Toe Naroxar Denr—TFor Advances,

the totgl Uability at the date of this Report is £9,000,000,

"

IrisH CHURCH TEMPORALITIES COMMISSION,

30th Jamuary, 1875.

* Furthor aud final advanoos of szaq.ono Laving been made by fl‘hn National Debt Commisslonors in January, 1870,

33

D, IL—CASH
Seetlon of
. I,‘rln?:ilﬁ:; Tlut £ s. d £ s 4
anl DBrought forward, . . —_ 1,046,659 0 ¢
Act of 72,
To Ranrs, &e.:
11 & 12,
and Tithe Rent-charge, . . . i a .| 193,331 9 9
6 (1872)
11 and 12 Lands, &e.:
£ s.
1. Perpetuity Rents, . ; . . 342,823 2 6
2. Renewable Leascholds (including Fines), and other
Tenures, . G o ey . . 388,206 T 4
3. Mineral Rents and Royaltics, . . 2 . 4,767 19 0
——| 735,887 8 10
1,020,218 18 7
1l & 12,
and To Drvoenvs axp Ixrenrsr or Money, . - . . . . — 62,228 6 11
13 (1872)
11 To Criance ox Tie Ser or Anmacu (Act 3 & 4 Will, IV, ¢, 37, 5. 54), . . — 13,500 0 0
11 "l'o Cirancs ox Tur See or Denny (Act 3 & 4 Will. IV, ¢. 37, . 54), . i — 21,350 2 7
1 "Co PrevaTs Subscurrrrons for Building and Repair of Churehes, | . . —_ 9,351 2 3
11 "To Eccrestasrrcar Tax (Act 3 & 4 Will. IV, ¢. 87), . " : . - 47,485 10 7
- To oruer Ilesns or Recerrer, . . . . . . . - 48,359 6 3
32
and } To Loax Accoont—Trrnr Rent-cuanar, Fixed Annual Instalments, . . — 283,021 4 9
7 (1872)
52 To Morrcasn Accounr—Lanven Provenry, &, :—
Mortgace Moneys, . . . . . . . . 1,691 16 8
Fixed llalf-ycarly Instalments, R . . v . 15,916 8 9
) | 17,508 5 B
31 To Morrcace Accousr—Conventen Leassuoros (Act 8 & 4 Will. IV, e. 37, s,
155)—Mortgage Moneys, i “ . e . . . . — 14,332 12 11
1 To Greoe-nousr: Avvances—late Board of First Fruits (Acts 3 & ¢ WIIL IV, c.
37, 5. 58, and 1 & 2 Viet,, c. 109, s. 48)—TInstalments, . . . . - 11,980 15 5
11 To Gt.sns-noitrss Morreaces (Acts 23 & 24 Viet., ¢. 150, s. 30, and 14 & 15 Vict.,
c. 73,8 20):
' Dnstalments, . . . .. .. « . . . . sserimie
Returned by Mortgagors, . . . . . . 450 6 1
6,017 18 11
29 'T'o Proveats Bousrer's ANp oriqer Trusr Foxps, . . . . . " 2 10,648 2 2
= To Prorenty axp Income Tax (Act 16 & 17 Vict., c. 34, s, 5), . . . . 30,036 19 3
- | To SecuriTres soLp: j ' ' ' '
£547,232 13s. 1d. Stock, . . “ % & & m  § 550,963 0 9
59 to 61

8,800,000 0 0

12,908,570 16 6

——
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! CHURCH TEMPORALITIES IN IRELAND. 45
96th July, 1869 (tho commencement of the Commission), to 31st Decombor, 1874—continued.
ACCOUNT—continued. Cr,

Section of £ s d £ & d
Pﬂnﬂ;ﬁal AsH Brought forward, . —_ 11,057,807 10 0
Act of 1872 i )
11 and 12 | By Renr Auvaruaexts (Poor-rate allowed, &e.), 4 = . . — 89,638 5 1
55 By Prororrion or Inconi patn over to rup CLerey, . . i —_ 106,336 15 10
11 and 12 | By Arrowanci To T'syanes (Improvoments, Repairs, &e.), . . . . — 508 11 0
11 and 12 | By Trrus ReNr-cluanaes ram., . " —_ 1,068 18 11
11 and 12 | By Qurr ann Crown Runes varn, . . . . . . — 2,311 6 10
11 and 12 | By Rares, Taxes, &e., a . . . . . v 3,206 7 8
48 By Exeenprruis unni e Seerton of «The Iiish Chureh Act, 16869:"—
For Building and enlavging Churehes, . . . . ‘ —_ 92,884 19 6
o . | By Exresnrrure uspen 49 Seerrox of “'Lhe Irish Chureh Act, 1869 :"— )
¢ For Repair of Churches, A g . 70,194 3 6
For Church Reyuisites; 5.].1.1.1‘1{‘.3 of Clcriis, h(.xlsons, &(.., . - . 64,750 6 6
) 134,944 10 0
11 By Stremxps Anp orner Paymexes {or which the late Iieclesiastical Cominissionors
were liable, . F = . g 4 meem 48,020 14 1
- By oruer Ileans or lixpENDITURE, . a = % & § i — 25,802 16 1
5and 6 | By Exrexens or T CoMMIsstonN
Establishment— L s d
Saluries and Allowancoes, 95,807 8 2
Incidentnl Expenses (1 l.LVLIlmlf iu\[n- WU, Rent of Oﬁ.\w,
Stationery uml Printing, I’ nutwv Costs and Bxpenses
of Claimanls in LsLnbhslunnr <.l.|.mus, &), . ‘ 27,762 T 8
il 193589 15 10
Legnl Branch, . 8 s a . 10,969 14 7
Architects and Surveyors' Brunch, % o : : . . 10,843 16 6
Bailiffs, Bog-rent Collectors, &c. . i . 3 . N 1,288 12 3
37 Audit of Accounts—Cost of Audit, : . . > § : 6,250 7 4
152,922 6 6
44 By ComreNsATION AND SurERANNUATION Arrowances of the Commissioners and
Officers of the late Ecclesiastical Commission, - . . — 17,258 1 0
59 to 61 | By Imrerest AnD Crances oN Loaws:
Interest of Advances from National Debt Commissioners, . .| 775,853 16 0
Stamp Duty on Debentures, . s . ¥ 1L125 0 0O
Charge for Remittances from Dnglﬂ.ml to Troland, . . . . 4,400 0 0
7 700,878 16 0O
and By Stanxr Dury o¥ Mercing Onvers, &c., . " . - — 14,894 10 3
10 (1872)
11 Br Gruepe-nousz Anvances—Ilate Board of First Fruits (Acts 3 & 4 Will. IV, c.
37, 8. 58, and 1 & 2 Viet, ¢. 109, s. 48)—Ior repayment of sums overeredited in
the Accounts of the Lute Couuuu.xmu, 5 = . X : : — 100 12 0
11 By Gress-nouse Mograagry (Acts 23 & 24 Vict., ¢. 150, 8. 30, and '14 & 15 Viet.,
c. 73, 8. 20)— Advanced in C!I.Sh, i o - . . - 3,023 1 9
29 By Pamars Bovrter's ANp oruer Tiuse Foxos, . . : —_ 12,111 19 9
- By Prorerry anp Incoan Lax (Act 16 & 17 Vict., c. 34, 8. 5), & — 34934 8 2
36 By Secuniries runciAskn ,—
£254,508 16s. 10d. Stoek, 5 = + . o 232,595 5 0
Br Bavrance on the 31st December, 1874 :— = £]12,821,489 15 0
36 Cash, . . . . 3 = 42,278 10 11
Deposn‘. Accounl Bauk of Iruland . é . . . . 40,000 0 0
. £ 82,278 10 11
Less—Sub-Accountants, &e. (Crs.), . . . ) . . i 97 9 5
. 82,081 1 6
Srock Baraxces, 81st December, 1874. £(12,903,570 16 6
e —
Stock. Value.
£ 5. d. £ s d.
New Three per Cent. Annuities, 49,361 16 5 44795 17 0
Stock, Bank of Treland, 15,310 0 0 45930 0 0
£ 64,671 16 5 90,725 17 .0

A, J. PHIPPS, o
© . Acebuntamt to the Commissioners.

1
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APPENDIX TO REFORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS

II.—MORTGAGE

(SALEs or ProPerTy

Interest
prospectively

g Baldin M Mong :
TEAD 0F ACCOUNT. oy nrtgmi’c. e m“;}";},’}ﬁﬂ':“’;;p‘"‘t TOTAL
a6th July, 1800, (Pringipal), Frecci v
fixed Instnlments,
£ s d £ s d £ s d £ & d
To Sanrs or ProrrnTy :
Tithe Rent-charge, . : i 5 W s 3,206,673 8 2(4,1159221 9 9 | 7,321,804 17 11
. Lands:
Perpetuity Rents, . . . ‘ —_— 58,632 14 0
Yearly and other Tenures, . . . - 301,452 9 2|~ 181,266 15 7 | 567,873 8 8
Teclesiastical Residences and Lands, . ) — 26,631 9 2
To CoxvensioN oF RENEWABLE Lm&ncmna mwro Pxr-
TETUITIES, . ¥ . . & G 20,406 06 4 101,735 11 11 —_ 221,201 18 3
To Guepe-novse Apvaxces, Jate Board of First Fruits, . [ 21,144 2 0 - g 21,144 2 )
To Grepe-nouse MoRrTGAGES, . . . . 499255 T 3 3,023 1 9 o 52,278 9 0
=
£ 99,8065 15 7 3,788,048 14 11 | 4,206,478 5 4 | 8,184,392 15 10

e

—

SALES OF PROPERTY—

HEeAD OF ACCOUNT.

Tithe Rent-chax
Lands: i

} P

erpetuity Rents, .
Renewable Leaschalds, .
*Yearly and other Tenures,
Rights to Mines and Quarries,

- .

Ecclesinstical Residences and Lands,

Conversion of Renewable Leaseholds into Perpetuitics,

.o

.
.
.

- -

* These Sales will be subject to an addition, in respect of transactions
; . inthe Landed Estates Court, which are unnecounted for at this date.

.v

Irisy CEURCH TEMPORALITIES COMMISSION,
30th January, 1875,

Total Sales of Property,

-

Annual Valoe.
&£ F

163,137 6
8,840 9

169 18
24,085 14

St & R

Nore—The foregoing Accounts show (1) the Cash transactions of The Oomm.iasionersl of Church Tempo-
commencement of the Commission to 31st December, 1874. The Rentals of Tithe Rent-charge, Landed Property,
Ireland, are in a forward state of preparation, but this Report is made at too early a date to admit of an Abstract:
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OF CHURCH TEMPORALITIES IN IRELAND.

ralities in Ireland, and (IL) the extent to which Pro
&, for the year 1874, showing the
Statement of them being furnished.

47
ACCOUNTS, &e.
ox Crepit, &c.) Chr,
Discharged Dalanoes
Reovived in on Commutation on the
HeAD o ACCOUNT. Cash, or Death of 31st Deocmber, 1874, Torar.
Incumbont, 8&o.
£ s d £ a d £ g d £ s d
By Trrue RENT-CITARGE :
Fixed Annual Instahnents, . . : .| 283,921 4 9 - *T,037,073 13 2| 7,321,804 17 11
By Lawpep Prororry, &c.: _—
Mortgage Moneys, . : . . »h _ "
Fixerrf ﬁulf—ymrly‘Inst.nhnunta, : . 15,016 8 9 550,365 3 3| 567,873 8 8
Br Coxvenston or RExEwApLE Leisemorps into Pen-
PETUITIES :
Mortgage Moneys, . v = i . 14,332 12 11 —_— 206,860 & 4| 221,201 18 3
By Grene-mouse Apvawces, Lars Boauwp or Fungr Fuorrs
Instalments, ~ = : . ‘ 11,980 15 & 9,132 15 4 3011 3 21,144 2 0
By Grene-nouse MoORTGAGES :
Instalments, &c. . . - 6,017 18 11 45,785 19 & 474 10 8 52,218 9 0
* These Balanees of £7,037,073 135, 2d. and £H50,406 Ha. Bel, includo
the aggregate amount of the fixed instalments which will hosomo
payable (in the manner of o terminable sunuity) In rodemplion of
purchase-money with interest for the entire period of each debt.
£ 333,760 17 5 54,918 14 9 | 7,795,713 8 B8 [8,184,302 15 10
SUPPLEMENTAL STATEMENT,
SALES.
Groes Sales
(Capital).
For Cash. On Crodit.
£ & ds £ s d £ s d
283,471 9 0| 8,206,673 8 2 3,400,144 17 2
160,044 0 1 58,632 14 9 218,676 14 10
13,248 13 4 -— 13,248 13 4
268,356 9 3 301,452 9 2 569,808 18 5
480 10 0 -—_ 480 10 0
184,330 4 11 26,581 9 2 210,861 14 1
116,942 9 11 191,785 11 11 308,678 1 10
£l 1,026,882 16 6 | 3,785,025 13 2 4811,008 9 8
—_—— P —
A, J, PHIPPS,

A coountani to the Commissioners.

P
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perty has been sold (for Cash and on Credit), from the
Arrears due on the 81st December, 1874, by Tenants and Payers thronghout
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