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COpy of ObRRESPONDENCE that has taken place between the Governors of the 
District Lunatic Asylum at Limerick, or any of tbem, and the Irish Govern. 
ment, with reference to tbe new Code of REGULATIONS for the government of 
rnrsa LU"NA,TIC ASYLU MS. 

District Lunatic Asylum, Limerick, 
Sir, 4 J anuary 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose a copy of n. resolution passed this day by the. 
Board of Governors of this Asylum, and I ha.ve the honour, on their beha.lf, to 
ask for a copy of the draft rules as referred to therein. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Wm. L. Joynt, Mayor of Limerick, 

Chairman. 
To-the Secretary to the Board of Control, &c., 

Dublin Castle. 

MllfUTES of Proceedings of the Board of Governors oflhe Limerick Distri ct Lunatic Asylum 
at Monthly Meeting held 4 January 1862. 

Right Worshipful ,Villiam L. Joynt, Mayol', in the Chair. 

TEE H onourable S. E. Spring Rice hnvin~ stated to the Board that he had npplied to 
the Board of Control on behalf of the commit lee of this Board , fo r reconsidering the books 
and the r egulations of the asylum, for a copy of the draft rules now under consideration of 
Her l\1ujesty's Privy Council, and deeming the same to be essential to the furLber pro­
ceedings of the committee ; but he regretted to add thut bis application bad not been 
attended wi th success: 

Proposed by Henry Mnunsell, Esq., seconded by Michael R. Ryan, Esq., and­

Rtsultl td,- That tflis Board do apply to the Board of Control for a copy of the intended 
regUlat ions for lunatic asylums now under the consideration of Her Majesty's Privy Coullcil, 
in order' that the same may be considered by this Board, and such representations or 
suggestions made as Dlayappear desirable, and that .Mr. Mayor, as chairman, do write 
therefor. 

W. L. J()}Jnt, Mayor, Chairman. 

Limerick Lunatic Asylum. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 25 January 1862. 
IN reply to yours of the 4th inst., enclosing copy of a resolution of the Board of 

Governors of the Asylum, I am directed by the Commissioners of Control to 
inform you that the new rules referred to have only now passed the Privy CouDcil, 
and th.t copies ofthem will shortly be sent to all the district asylums in Ireland. 

I am, &0. 
To tbe M.yor of Limerick. (signed) R. M. Ardagh, Secretary. 
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4 CORR]';SPONDENCE RELATING TO 

Sir, Mount Trench3l'd, I;'oynes, 28 February 1862. 
I HAVE to request you to lay before his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant the 

l'esignation of my sent as n Governor of the Limel'ick District Lunatic Asylum. 
' Vithin the last few months an application was made by the Board of Governors 

)'equesting to bo furnished with n. copy of the rules then under consideration, which 
it was proposed to issue for their guidance. 'Vith this request t.he Irish Go~'ern­
meut did not comply, nnd a similar ref uRal to a similar request was, I am told 
given to the Board of Govr.rnors of the Cork Asylnm. ' 

Upon this point J will only here remark that, in EngIo..nd, the rules of the local 
institutions are fra.med by the local governors, subject to the approval of the 
Secl'etary of Sta.te, <lDd that I am o.t a loss to underst3.nd why the I rish gentlemen 
of simi lur position are insulted by beiDg refused all information until a borly of 
rules is thus mnde imperative upon them by his Excellency in Council. I have 
now had an opportunity of examining the Hew rules and the system they establish. 
They conto in .mattel· which I strongly disapprove, and omit matter which I think 
of essential consequence. But if Dot of more ultimate importance, it is of more 
primary necessity that I should consider the posi tion in which I Hnd myself placed 
in common with all other Governors of Asylums in Ireland. Out' position is, that 
having been pronouDce<1 unfit to be consulted as to the rules to be imposed, we 
nre, for the administration of th ose rules, placed practically under the conlrol of 
the inspectors. Now, I am of opinion thnt if the State needs clerks to cnrry out 
the instructions of Drs. Nugent nud Hatchell, and make rcports and l'eturns to 
tbem, the State can afford to pay clerks for the performa.nce of that drudgery ; and 
I considcr it simply abstll'u to expect its execution by the peers, bishops, privy 
coullcillors, and principal gentlemen of the dish'iet, whose position entails on them 
many dudes, amI who in many cases reside at such 3. distance from tho asylum 
ns makes their attendance at Board meetings most inconvenient. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Stephw SP1'U1g Rice. 

Major General Sir Thomas Larcom, R.E., K.C.D. 

Sil', Dl1blin Ca.,tle, 4 Mal'ch 1862. 
H AVlll"G laid before the Lord Lieutenant yom letter of the 28th ultimo. resign­

ing )' OUI' sent as Governor of 1he Limerick District Lunatic Asylum, I am directed 
to acquaint you that his Excel lency accepts with regret the resignat ion you have 
felt it necessary to tender. 

His E xcellency desires me to observe that, in declining to seud the rules to the 
Board of Governors prior to thei r approval, he stated t he rea.sons on Wl1ich he 
' ras ad'Vised to come to that conclusion. and bis Excellency desires me to assw'e 
you that nothing could be further from his intention tll3.n to offel' or imply any 
slight on the Board of Governors. 

The Honourable Stephen E. Spring Rice, 
Mount Trenchard, Foynes. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) TllOs. A. L arcom. 

Limerick District Lunatic Asylum, 
Sir, 6 May 1862. 

I HAVE the honoUl' to transmit to you, for the information of his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, the accompanying l\1inute, and Report of the Committee, of 
the Board of Governors of the Limerick District Lunatic Asylum, referring to the 
P rivy Council rules and regulations for management of the institution, ha'Ving 
been directed to do so by the Board. 

1 have, &c. 
(signed) J ames Bodkin, 

To tbe Chief or Under Sec.retary, Clerk and Storekeeper. 
The Castle, Dublin. 



LUNATIC ASYLUMS IN IRELA:-\O. 5 

MiN UTES of Proceedings of the Board of Gov prnors of the Limel'ick District Lunatic A;;ylum 
at MOI:thly Meeling held Satu rday, 3 May 1862. 

P RESENT: 

H effernan COllsicl inc, Esq., in tlle Chair. 

Henry Maunsell, E~q. 
Sir Vere de Vere, Burt. 

Stt'phml E. de Vere, E~q. 
~'J ichael R. Rpm, Esq. 

THE following resolutions were propost d by H. Considine, Esq., second ed by S. E. 
de Vele, Esq.;-

1 ~1. R esoZ,;cd, T hat tIle repfl rt of the Committee of th is Board all the new Code of Rules 
and ltegulatioo:s he nppro v~d, ndopted, anJ cil tered on the n) i nu le~ of our proceerli ngs. 

2d. Rl:So/vl!d, T hat tbe Bourd hnving c:lre fully co nsidered the report ur t he Committee 
cantlo,t but 'percc i ~c tllut the governors of ! u.I ' ~ t.jc nsyl.u Dl.'i, I~ell selected by Ihe Crown fo: 
experience m \)lI>' II1 Pl;o<;, and for that responsibility winch anses from their SIlI; ial posi ti on, 
are cnllecli\'cly placed by the \lew rules in a ~iluut ion ullsuited to their offi ce, and detri­
n1(> l1tol to their power~ of u sefuJ l1e~s . 

The go\Oern ors <Ire placed in subordination to a single GOl/emment officel', who under the 
former code WilS speloifica!1y placed U muler the direction of the BoarJ." 

The responsibil ity of this officer is IlQ longel" to the g-o \'e!"llors; it is to the inspec tors, and 
to the m dOlle. 

At lilt: same time that the due authori ty of the gMel"llol"S has bee li ri iminished, alterations 
have heen made in the rules dl-" fi nillg the duties of Ihe r(>sident superiu tendellt, which 
dimi,~ ish thE.' whoiesullle cheLoks previously in force for securilJg the due performance of bis 
functl oll s. 

The functions of Boards of G rlol Superintendence, and of Bo" rds of Guardians, al'e in 
many re; pects annlogo:.s to tho:>c of BO:lI'ds of Governor; or Luuatic Asylum!;', lind t.he 
Le!!isillltHe has wisely cou tidcd t'> gaol a llod POOlo Law Boards the selection ami appoin tment 
of officers, the absolute power of concludlllg contracts, und , in a lI'uni, Ihat jioee (!xcrci,;e of 
t heir }lowels, which proves that tile Sta te lovks upon lllen entrusted with local :ldmlnistra­
ti on rls worthy to be trusted , whilst the (, 1l t' 1V code" brea thcs throughout n. spiri t or unwise 
and dernga tolY d istl"1l ~t. T his has been l'iO keenly fel t by fI. most I'alued mem ber of our 
B oard as to i llduce bis ret irement. 

T he Goverllvrs of th e Limerick Distlict Lunatic Asylum h::we no personal motive fol' 
retaining t heir seats at the Board, A s a public duly they accepted them, and a" a public 
duty arc will ing to reli.:in them, so long, and so long on ly, as tbat position mny enable them 
to be of u,;e; but it is equally thei l' pubt:c duty to .IHotest, as they do. ag'ainst regulations 
which limit the i .. houomable independence in the a ministrat ion of thei r oll"n local fund s, 
and II hieh COl.ltrol the legi timate exercise of theil" judgment in the discbarge of their 
functions. 

ad. R esoZovttl, 'filnt the Uoo. rd thi nk it dcsirable upon the prcsent occ:J.si'o!n to direct the 
nttelltion of the- GOI'f:rnmt>nt mainly to the injurious tendency of the \lew rule,; nnd reg. u­
lations; th E-y t lt ink i t rilf,ht to declare thf ir cOllviction th at. justice /lnd sound policy require 
th at the pow(' )"s of tile .l:Soards of Governors should not he les:i than those of gao l superin­
teouence und Boards of Guardians, and t lmt the print:iples of self-gul/ernment should be 
effeclually and sUhstantia!ly carried out. 

4th. Resolved, That the report of the Corumi ttct', adopted by th is Board, be transmitted 
by our elel'k to the chief secretary, to be by him subl\titted to his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, with the expression of the a ll xious desi re of this Board that bis E.xcellt-ncy will 
eause the new Code of Rules and Regulations to be carefully reconsidered, with n view to 
O"i \Oin o- efi~ct to the numerous suggestions embodied ill the report of the committee; sug­
;esti~ns illvoh·jug many important. questions both of principle and of detai l, fClr wh ich the 
Board respectrully refe!"s h is Excellency to the report itself. 

5th. Reliolr:ed, That no pub lic duty appeals 1';0 strongly to our h uman ity as th e due 
mana.gement of our lunutic poor. O ur lunatic estabhslnnents are maintained at an 
enorOlOIlS cost, aud that co~t is supplied by local tantiOll. Their administration bas 
b et'll confided to local Boards of t he bivhest character and most eminent position. 

It is the earaes! hope of the go ... erno~s that ao cbange in tbe system, opp.os:d:-Oo th~ spirit 
of modern legislation, witt not be now made, wh Ich lll USt have the effect 01 dlmHushmg the 
interest whiCh sucb Jocal bod ies feel in providiug fo r the wallt-. of their own lunalie poor, 
aDd may ha,'e tbe effect of ultimately transferring their functions to less worthy hands. 

6th. Resoz.,.·ed, Thut a copy of th ese resolutions be t\'llosm itted, together with the report, 
to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant . 

(signed) H. COJlsidule, Chairman. 
3 May 1862. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELA.TING TO 

REPORT. 

TBB Committee nppointed by the Board of Governors of th !:! Li merick D istrict L unatic 
Asylum, for the purpose of examining the Revised Code of Rul ~s and Regulations, and 
reporting to the Boald bol\' such rules might and on~ht to be amended, have considered the 
revised code, and com pllred the snme wi th lht" rulc~ here tofore in fllrce. 

Your Comruiitee cannot but st'e with reg:ret that t he ~EllE.rul tendency of the Dew general 
rules is to diminish the inAuenec anti di~counlO'e the eXlertions or loca l g"vernoT:!', to increase 
unduly the pOWt'r " f th e rc~i den t superintcnde l~t , and La rend"r it Hlore irre:;pon~i ble . 
T h~ rules hel'etofore in force were cOllf'er,sedly defective, and the governol's of lunatic 

asylum!! might. ha.ve expected that tlleir errors \\ ould ha\'F: been correcled and th ~· i r deficiencies 
supplip.d in B. new and revised code. Such, unfortunately, IHIS not Leen the cast! . T he new 
rules afford evidellce of wsnt of coreful consideration, and many onl lssio ns, mll ny errors of 
detai l, and some mo~ t im portant errors of principle, are to be fOUl ld ill them, which yuil l' Com· 
mittE'e proceed tel lay before you . 

1. The fi rst g,·neral rolt! of the old code, 1843, reite rated uy the order of 1844, and IVhich 
provi ded for t wo "-ener ... ! meetings for a ... eneml examination in to the affiLirs of the e -tabJish. 
ment, and the r:visi on of the I\ccoun~s . has nOl been I'e-I' llacted. Such a p~ I' iooic and 
deliberate t:xnm lnalion appears t il be usual, aod ill t he opi nion of th e Commi lteP. adrun­
tageous. 

2. Rule ]. New code provid(' !; for an inspection of the estahl ishml' nt by two or more 
~overnors on a celtain day. You r Committee fear tila t this rule ma): be he ld to limit the 
power of the governors to visit nnd inspect th e esta blishment a t other tunes. 

Rule 20 gives to the rpsidellt su perintendent UlH:ontrolled authori ly ove~ th e es!abli shment, 
and he might refuse Hdmission to t he govern01'S at any time, e:tcept tllllt H ppoin~e~ by rule 1. 
Your Cvmmiftee ~uhm it I.lun it is Illost im portant that the gove rnors' righ t to VISIt ~bould ue 
prescribed without limitation. 

3. R ule 4. Your Committee do not object to their minutcs be i n~ transmitted to the 
inspectors for' their in fornl at ion, but they submit lh!\t the words Of fo r their information " 
should ue inserted aftf'r the word " inspectors OJ in the third l inf'. 

Your (;('IDlmittr'e are "tron~ly Cllnvinced tha t Ihe qua rterly accounts ami estimates should 
not be tran!'m itted to the in"peclor!!, but lhat li n atllfi tor should be sent down to audit the 
account:; of the es tablishment at certain fixed periods, u course \\:hich has worked sati,; fac-
toriIy in the adm inistrali:lIl of th e poor Jaws. . 

4. Rul e 5. Your Committee object, in the ~I rongest mnnner , to this rule, which is not to 
hf!' found in the former code. T he Board of Go \'ernors nre competent to f' xamiL1e tenders for 
contract!', aod to accep t 01' reject them upon their responsibilit.y. Th is is n. duty which th ey, 
and they a lone, CRn pl'OJlerly perform , and it is I li~bly derngaton' to t\le ir chumcter that 
tbey shou ld he required to tl':msmi t to the inspectors, " for thei .' info rmlllion and approval," 
the tenders, whethtr acce pted or rejected, wllich have been opened and !$igned by the Chainnnn, 
You r Coulillittee Pl'ot('st strongly agai nst the petty distrust, which bas 110 pl'eccden t in IIle 
proceed ings of B ua rds of Guardians or preseillment sessions. 'fhe accepta nce of a tender) 
and the completion of the cOli lract thel't'on, ought, of course, to be entered on the minutes, 
as part of the pror.eedillg~ of t he doy. 

W ith regard to t he portion of the ru le which pro\'iues that receipts for disbu r.iCments d uly 
authenticated by the B"3rri shall be sent to the Commis,; ~oners of Audit in L ondon, your 
Committee suggest t ha t it should be the duty of tile au ditor, who shou ld be periodical ty scnt 
-down to examine the acc(1unts, to forward those vouchers when he had himself used them 
for verification of the accounts, 

5. Rule o. " T he ,general dietary shall be regulatf'd by the Board," &c. ; your Comol ittee 
think th<tt the following Ilords should be introduced after the word Hoard, II with the advice 
of the resident superintendent." 

6. R ule i. The 'description of lhe application papers is awkward, and not very intelligible. 
Instead of' .. in the prescribed form, to the satisfaction of lhe Board," your Committee 
propose to sub"titute- the words, " in such form as the Board s hall prescribe." No form is 
prescribed in the general rules. 

7. Rule 8. YOUI' Commi ttee pro pose to ndd to this rule the following words: "But i t shall 
be in the power of any three ~ol'ernors, in case of urgency, to Older the adm iSF;i nll of a 
lunatic, certified os I'tuch by a reglsl ered physician or surg:eon, and for wbom papera of appli­
caliun are fill ed up, who shall be provisionally admitted until next Board, unle .. s the rt:sident 
superintendf'nt sha ll see good reason to refuse, in which case he shall lay the application, 
an d his reason for refusing the same, before the next Board." 

.8. R~le 12. Your Committee propose to re-insert, at the end of this rule, the proviso COD­

tamed til the anl1 logous r ule of the code 1843: f< The physiciilD is authorised to ord er 
deviations from this rule in ind ividuill and exceptional cases." 

9. ~ule 18. Your Commitlee recommend the insertion of a proviso enabli ng the resident 
superintendent to alter the hours in individual and exceptional cases. 

10. Rule 



LUNAT.IC ASYLUMS IN IRELAND. , 
, 10. H ul~ ~4. T his rule provides. fur the ap~I'nprtate placing of the patient whf"n admitted. 
fhe dUly 16 Imposed upon the resident 6upt'1'lIlteudcnt, Of, I< if he shu ll be abnent all leave 
the c.onsuhing physiciull ." YOllT Committee reru ar~ th at J'u!C$ :HI and 33 (post) ure npt. 
sufficleul to eusu re tht> atteDdalice uf the -latter officer JD the u b~ence of the resident super­
intendent. 

1]. Rule 1 ~ properly giv('~ I he inspectoTfI, ~f' tween the meetings of the Board, a power 
to order the dlSchn!'ge (l~ ~ patient. Y our Com.~lIt~e propos~ t.o eXjJunge the \\'ord~J "except 
at the req uest of the resloent Sllpenotclldent, bemg of opinIOn that the inspectol'S should 
in no case discharge .without '.l persooft i inspec tion j and you~ COll lmittee (urtber propose to 
Il:ppella 10 the rules the following wo ras : " And every such discharge, and the circunutance 
atwnding the sall\~, shaH be r(>pOl~ted by the iu spectors to the ~lext Hoard .... 

l ~. R~le .1B, Your Q.,mmitlee are of opinion thAt a removal from tht' central asylum 
to tne d lstnct Il!lylum should be reported to the gO\'ernors 10 days before it is canicd iuto 
effect. 

] 3, R ule 20. Your Committee remark with the g reatest regret that the wordinO' of the 
old ru le (16 ) ba!\ beeu ilere materially altered by the otm~si\Jn uf the words "u~der the 
directi"n of the B oard." ' 

The Commlttt-e feel that the rule all drawn free~, und was intended to free, lhe resident 
snperilltemJE'llt fmm all l'E'spt1nsibiiity to the Boa rd of Go\'ernors, and is founded on an 
en tire mi sa pp.'ehtllsion of their respective posidons j and lhe Committee recumlllend that 
tbe \ 1 ords, " und er the diredion of the Board," be inserted afler lhe word" shaU " in the 

.first line. 

14. Rule 21. YOll r Committee had considerable doubt wheLher tbe servants ou!:!;ht not 
to be hired by the B UArd, but tI 'ey are willi ug lO vest lhHt power .i n the hf,nds ' of the 
residenl supt"l intl'11I1ent, as lIlore -prllcticaUy convenient '; but lhe rule should ·be d rawn as 
the ltnalo~ous rule (66) of the code of IB.J31 beginn ing thl1s: "As the managcr i$ respon­
sible fO I' the <:hnr;,cter, conduct, and qualificOltiuns of all servants or the asylum." These 
words have been omitted in the Rl:' vised Code, alld should be restored. Yom COlillni~tee 
are a lso of opinion that the resicient supe rinte nden t shall nUL have any absolute power of 
di~ll! i li8uill'itbout the slInclio n of the Bourd. 

l:). R ulc 20. Your Committee are of opinion that the provi5ioos of this ruit' respecting 
the "bsence of tlw resideut superintendent are no t satisructory ; an asylum for lunatics 
should nevt'1" be without a ht- ad. Und er r ule :!6 the resident SUpe.l'illtendent ma.y be 
ahsl'nt at fIny time durin~ the duy, or for the wbole day i nor is there nuythillg in the o ther 
rule;;, or the duties IJrescribed by them, which would .enforce hi s attendnnce . 

Unfler the code of 1843 lhe manccger was obliged to in!.'pect the whole cstabli!tblllent 
daily, and to inspe:ct every patient personally, berore 12 o'clock. He was obliged to walk 
throug·!J the gnllelil's every nigh t, and to see that the patients were properly placell ; ;Rnd 
he was obliged to e:.:amine the dining·roonls during llIt'al !.lours, and to observe tht' stale-of 
the pro\'isions. Under the Re\'ised Code he is similarly bound to make a morllin.1:(" and a 
ni}.,ht i ll Spe(~tion, but the r ule as to attendance at ml'al times ,not being ,re-enacted, 'the IIUper­
iutendent bas it in his power to absent himl'.elf without leavi'. from all early hour in the 
moming to n late hour ·at night, without the positive neglect of any prescribed dury. 

YOllr Con:mittee remark that, as the l'ule i$ drHwn, no substilute is provided iu case of the 
superintendent's a bsence, except the matron. The superintendent, when about to be 
absent, must indeed info. m the consulting physician; but by rule 33 (post) the consulting 
phvsieian is only obliged to attend when l·equirc.d by tue resident superintendent. 

You.' C'lmm lttce can not acquiesce in II stale or things wl.ich may place the male lunatics, 
.for many honrs, und,·)" the insufficient churge ofa female, nor call Lht'y ad \·ise ,thal the resident 
superintendent .should be elllpowel'ed to rtoquire the consulting pl,ysician to occupy ·his 
place. I.md to pel form his duties as often and sslong as he chooses to absent himself, the 
con~nhinc: physici:1n having no residence within lhe eiltablishmt'llt. 

Your Committee rec()mmend the alteration of lhe rule to the ·foll owing terms :-" H e shall 
rt'side constantly in the asylum. H e shall never be ab~ent from the asyl um ·at the same . 
time ti S the l1Iatl"O l1, nor eve r for mOTe than ·IOu r hours without special leave from t he Board 
of 'Governors, wh o shall pruvide ·such tt'mporary substitute as they shall think. necessary·; 
und Up llD evely absence he shall enter in the booL. t he dale nnd period. and inform the 
conslilting physiciu.u, who for the time shalt exercise n general supervision o.ver the 
estab li::.hment." 

·16. Ru le 27.-Books of tbe establishmenl- Tbis rule prescribes the .books to be kept • 
. but not the forms in wbich they should be kept. Your Committee suggest that, to insure 
:accurllC'Y and simplicity in the books of each asyluw,'as welt as .unirorwlty. as bc.tween the 
books uf th e different district asyl ums, primed furm books snould [,e .furn ished to each 
establishment, and cbar;!td for at a fixed price, sucb forms bein g- firs t reyised, IlS .those DOW 

in ·use are open to objections, snd inv' llving too much detail to be here discusaed. 

17. Rule 29. Your Committee conceive that contracls and boods should be made.in 
.thc name of the B I.ard of Goveloors, unless lh.erc be some legal. o~jection. At the tond or 
tht: rule YOUI' Committee propose to insert th.c words. II reportmg a ll such cases to the 

.ne>.t Board." 
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8 CORRESPONDENCE HELATING TO 

18. R ul e 30. The reports of the res ident superintenden t fl houi? b~ in writi ng, and should 
become matter of recorel. They sho uld be pre pared froUl nn officIal Jou l'onl, to be kt-pt by 
him and submitted to t he Board, in which should be contempornncously entered all matters 

. whi~h bhnn b~ a prope r matter 01 report to the Boaru, and all occurrences connected with 
the di-cipline of the t'6lablishment. 

In the code of I fl4 3 sueh a book is clearly contempla ted . Amol1!.,(!lt the book!' en ume_ 
rated is 11 OJ melllor:l nllUIll book, to be laid before each Doard, i ll wldeh nn eutry shall be 
mrule of allll1atter~ to be submittt-d for cOD!;ideration, as well as a communication rrom the 
manager to th e Bon rcl, in ordt-r lhat s llch ~ommunicat!on!i may re ' ll~i n Ol~. record, with the 
decision of the Beard therE'on, to be nol erl In the margin by the chntrman. 

T his descript ion, though accounts and ~' inutes, do .. ~ not fuIl'y ('ol~lprehend all that your 
Committee recommends, but in the Rt:vl~ed Code thiS bO,!k IS ommed, and t.he fo llowing 
substituted :_H T he memurandum b,lIIk for such ob scrvaLlolls and reports ns any or the 
governors U I' offi cl'rs may think fi t to inse rt in it ;" :md e,:en this the I'~sidpllt sup.eri ntendent is 
not cnjoined to kee p. He shall mere ly be cnreful lba t It be kep t WIth regulal'lty, and be at 
all tillles ready lor in,.;pection. 

19. Rule 39. Y our Committee submit that the rules defining the pc.,vers and duties of 
chnpluins a le not su ffic Ient for l'e~uring due liLp.lty fo,l' th e perlormn~c~ of their,ft~nctions . 
e CI,tuin supplcmeulary ru les WE're IS~Ued by the Lord L leutem:mt ami 11"J\',t Council In 1853, 
among"t wl lich we find .t h~ f~llo\\"illg:,-" Tha t t~e re~pective Boards of G~ \'~r_nors , th e 
mannger!l nnd mntl'ons 01 d ,s trlc ~ luna tIc, Rl'ylurlIS In Ir~Ja nd, do a(fol'(.1 every fac lhty t~ ,the 
ac.lmi5sio ll "f tlle several dnqJiulHs nppol1lted thereto, In Qrder to enable th em to oHicmte 
according to their respective creeds, and to " fford rt'l igio': !I. illStructioll an,d (',ol15o,latioll to nil 
patil!lI~, exeept such as shall be d~dared by the r~Y~ ICl\m to ?e II n~t n?~ I~~apable of 
ullder~tanding the nature of the serVIce and of appreciati ng the effects of rellglOll, 

Your Committee suggest that this I'u le be re-enacted , changing the word "lllanagt'Ts" into 
" residen t ~uperint elldtmts," ant! the word " p hysician " int.o •. residen t superintendent," and 
thnt the latter pnran rnph of rule 39 (NelV Code) should tlum l!tnnd thus :-" T he chaplains 
,are to attend on SU~;l(.lays and holillays to officiate according to their re~peclive creed ,., They 
are to visit the institu t ion once in the wet.'k at i€'lls t. They nre sed ulously to avuid all occa~ions 
of {·ontroversy. In case of iJ!ness he shall attend when I:a ll ed on. Ead ch:lplain j ", to 
ket"p 1\ book at the asylum, giving the result of his religious ministrations, to be suhlllitted 
10 the Board at it s meetill!;,s, and to be retained in the office. " 

20. Bule 50. Your Commi ttee propose that the apothecary shall be enjoined to keep a 
stock-book, which he shall submit quarterly to t he resitl~llt S'lJw,l-i ntl'nde nt d il ly hlilaneed, 
and the I'esiu€'n t superintende nt shall t.hert-u pon compare the book with th e stock on hand, 
and sign iI, if conVlIlced of its being correet. 

21. Rul~ 5 1. T he cor responding r ule of code 1843 (rule 68) places the clerk II under the 
co ntro l of the Board and diredion 01' the manager," whereas the revised rule pilices him 
solely" under the direclions of the re~jden t ~ u pt'rintendp.nt." Your Commi ttee (:(lilceive t.hat 
this is not the relation in which the Bou rd shou ld be pbcetl with theil' clerk, :-Ind sug!{est 
tlu,t the followillg wOl'ds, " be shall perfo rm his "everal d uties 1I1lder t.he con t.1'1I1 of the 
Board and under the d irections <Jf the I'{'sident supcrinlt:nd ent," s),all be prefixed to the 
rule, und tha t the words, U under the direction of tlle resident superi ntendellt, " be cancelled 
in the fi I'st and second lines. 

22, Rule 57. The d uty of ob$erving the patients at their mE'als, and judging whether 
they have received their regular allowances, is by the Rev i!<ed Code t rllnsfe rren. fro m the 
manager (now re~ident superintendent) to the clerk. Your Commiltf'e can not t his 
a judiciolLs chall~e. The duty is Olle which eventually belongs to the mlln~ger of an ins ti~ 
t ut iol1J who should a.ttend daily at meals . 

.23, Rule 90. Your Committee can appreciate the propriety of that part of this rule which 
lea\'es tu the inspectors the sol .... ing or any J ifficu lty which may arise in the iuterpretation of 
the~e rules j bu t cannot percp.ive why m isund~ I'8tandings between officers should be 
referred to the inspectors, and not to the Board c.f Governors, to whom they are primari ly 
r esponsible. 

24. Rule 91. The words, It or to any otber subject of importance," are too vague, and 
sbould be eiLher defined or omitted. The enactment, that no l'esollltion of the Board 
affecting the discipline or management of an asylulll J even lhouah conformable with the 
rules now prom ulgated, shall take eff'~t until submitted through the inspectllrs to the 
Chief ::;ecretary, and approved by the Lord L ieutenant, is deroga'tory to the Board of 
GovernoN>, and even lakes away Ji'orn them t he power of enforcing and carrying out the 
rules themse lves. 

Your Committee have been unable to find any such rule in the code of 184.3, 01' its sub~ 
s~quent revisions. Your Committee have to remal'k, in conclusion, that the fo regoing criti­
ci sms and suggestions would have been made with much greater salis faction, aud a. more 
sanguine ~ope uf their l~adin~ to use ful resnlts, if they coti'id have been offered berore the 
promulgation of the Revt5t'd Code of Rules; and th ey must express their deep regret that 
the request of the Roard of Governors, forwarded to the B oard of Control on the 4tb of 

Janua.ry, 
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January, asking thAt they shaH be furnished 
was not complied with . 

with a copy of the contemplated Hiterations, 

April 20. Committee met. 
P resent: 

Right Rev, D r. Butler, in the chair. 

The Mayor of Limerick. Michael R. R van, £5g. 
H effernan Considine, Esq. Stephen E. de· Ver~. Esq. 

The fOl'egoing report, as amended, was unanimously adopted. 

Arlopted unanimously. 
(signed) Gej), Butler, Chairman. 

Sir, . . Dublin Caslle, 26 May 1862 . 
I AM dlrected by the Lord L Ieutenant to acquamt you, for the information of 

the Govern~rs of the Li,merick District ~nn at i c Asylum, that the copy of minutes 
of proceedllJgs at theIr monthly meetlllg 11 eM all the 3d instant, and copy of 
report therein referred to, transmitted by the clerk anu storekeeper of the asylum 
by order of the Board, fvr his Excellency's information, 0 0. the 6th instant, ha\'e 
been referred to the Commissioners of Control of Luuatic Asylums, for their report 
on the obj ections made by tile Board of Governors to the gencfa} rules and regu­
lations issued by his E xcellency in CouDcil . 

His Excellency finds that those objections are, in several instances, founded on 
misapprehensions of the menning of the particular rules rererred to, whi le the 
opinion expressed by the Boart! as to the general tendency of the rules, is 
altogether unsusta ined. 

1. The go,emors compln.in lhat the rules do not provide for If two gencl'al 
meetings for a general examination into the affairs of the establishment, and the 
revision of the accounts." To th is it is answered, that such a regulation would be 
useless. The 1st ru le requires the Board to "examine into aU :fiscal det.ails and 
the general management of the asylum;' once in every month. 

2. The governors fear that the first rule, requiring an inspection of the asylum 
by two governors on the day of their monthly meeting, " may be held to limit the 
power of the governors to visit 3,nd iuspect the establishment at other times;" and 
that the 20th fu le, " tl!n.t the resident medical supel'iutcndt'll t slHlll superintend 
and regulate the whole establishment," would enable that offi cer to " refuse admis­
sion to the governors at any time, «xcept that appointed by Rule 1." For such 
au interpretation of these two ru les there appears no ground wha.tever. 

3 , The governors desire the insertion of the words, ,; for their informati'lll ," in 
Rule 4, requil'ing the minutes of 1)I'oceedings of the Board to be transmit ted tn 
the iuspectors. As the objec.t of transmission of the minutes is obviously the 
information of the parties to whom they are transmitted, the words suggested 
appear superfluous. 

The governors object to the transmission (required by the same rule) of the 
quarterly accounts nnd estimates to the insJ.lectors, and suggest {hat an auditor 
should be sent down to a.udit the .accounts at fixed periods, a course which they 
say" has worked satisfactorily in the administration of the POOl' Laws." 

On these points the governors appeal' to have oyerlooked tbe fact, that tbe 
expenditure of the asyluDL,! is prO\'ided for by quarterly issues from tb(:;l Comoli­
dated F und, under the authority of orders of tb~ Lord Lieutenant in Council. It 
is indispeD:;abJe that estima tes of such expendi ture be recei"ed and examined pre~ 
, ·jous1y to ordering t,he issue, Such an estimate. accompauied by a "ery general 
abstract of account on the same sheet of the expendi ture of the past quarter, htts 
been hitherto trallsmitted from e"eI"J asylum eitber to the iJll:ipecturs or to the 
clerk of the council, by whom it bns been referred to the in~pectors for eXi.lmino.. 
tiOD; and the rule therefore requires nothing new , The question of auditing the 
accounts of the asylum is tota lly distinct, They are audited, like thOSfl of all 
departments and institutions receiving money from the Consolida,ted Fund, by the 
Commissioners of Aud it in London. 
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4. The governors obj ect to the 5tb rule, requiring OJ all teml t.'rs for contracts, 
wbether accepted or rpj ected/' to be forwarded to the office of the inspectors for 
examination and approval. The practice has for many years been in accordance 
with this rule, the Commissioners of Audit r equiring tllat the acceptance of 
tenders by the governors should be appl'oved by the Privy Counci l, to whom 
they have been submitted by the inspeclors. 

The part of thi~ rule which requires that "receipts for disbursements, duly 
authenticated by ' the Board, shall be sent to the Commissioners of Audit in 
1oodon/' mel'cly recognises what is requi red (as already stated) from c\'ery depart­
ment and institution receiving money from the Consolidated Fund. 

5. In Rule 6. directing that ,( the general dietary shall be regulated by the 
Board ," the governors desire to add, "wit.h the advice of the resident superin. 
tendent." This addition appears quite unnece..c;;snry, as the governors would natu­
rally take the advice of that officel' on such a subject. 

6. In Rule 7. the governors desire to substitu te in regard to application 
papers, for the words, " in the prescribed form, to the sa.tisfaction of the 
governors," the words. Ie in such form as the Board shall prescribe." There being 
a form aheady in use, whicb includes all the particulars necessary to be stated, 
this alteration appears unnecessary. 

7. The governors propose that, in ::uJditioIl to the other pI'ovision made for the 
admission of patients. three governors should be empowered, in case of urgency, 
to order the admission of a lunatic certified, &c., who shall be provis ionally 
admitted. unless ·the resident medical superintendent shall see good reason to 
refuse. The provision mude in the rule ror ca.c;;es of urgency appeal's much more 
simple and suitable than that proposed, the signatures of three governors not 
being easily procurable in such cases, and the admission. when ordered by them, 
being proposed to be made ultimately dependent on the resident medical superin­
tendent. 

8. At the end of Rule 12, relating to t.he hours of riflin,!r nnd reti rinrr, the 
governors propose to insert a sentence which is alrcadyinsel'ted, 0 

9. In the same rille, the governors 'recommend that the resident superint.endent 
be empowered to altE:f the honrs in individual and exceptional c..'l.ses. As the 
resident medical superintendent is by Rule 20th H entl'mted with the general 
medical treatment of the inmates. for whose well ~bei ng he is responsible." he 
must be understood to possess the power desired by the governors to be expressly 
given to him. 

10. The governors remn.rk in reference to R ule 14, that Rules 26 and 33 are 
not sufficient to insure the attendance of the consulting n.nd. visiting physician, 
in the absence of the resident medical superintendent. 011 this point, the opinion 
of the governor, it is hoped, will be found to be erroneous. 

II. The governors obj<>ct to the words, (C except at Ihe request of the resident 
medical superintendent," in the part of Rule 16, empowering the inspectors to 
order the discharge of a patient. There appears no reason to e.'{pect that this 
provision for a possible case of urgency wi ll , in practice, be found objectionable. 
The governors also soggest that the inspectors should report to the Board of 
Goyernors every discharge ordered by them. The inspectors, not being officers 
of the Board of Governors, could not be required so to report. The report would 
be made by the resident medical superintendent. 

12. Rule 18. The suggestion of the governors, that a removal from the central 
asylum to the district asylum should he reported to tlte governors 10 days before 
it is carried into effect, is impracticable, and , as the governors ouly meet once a. 
month, would be useless. Such removals will. of course, take place only when 
there are vacancies. 

13. The governors recommend that the words, '( under the direction of the 
Board," be inserted in Rule 20, which directs that the resident medical superin­
tendent shall superintend and regulate the whole establishment; and say, that ~he 
omi8sion of those words frees, and was intended to free,_ that officer from all 
respollsibility to the Board. A simple reference to Rules 26, 28, 30, and 3 1. ma.y 

shfficl! 
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suffice to show that the governors ha.ve altogether · mistaken both the effect and 
the intention of Rule 20. 

14. The governors complain of the omission i~ Rule 21 of the words in the 
analogous rule of 1848, ., as the manager is responsible lor the character con­
duct , and qualification. of all servants of the asylum." These words app~ar to 
have been }Jroperly omltteci, as one person enD scarcely be said to be responsible 
for t he character and conduct of others. 

15. The governors do not think the provisions of Rule 26, as to the absence of 
the resident medical superintendent, satisfa.ctory, and propose to insert a provision 
that be shall never be nbsent for more than four hours without special leave fl'Dm 
the Board of Governors. The presen~ rule is quite as stri ct as the corre~pollllinll' 
rule of 1843, to which no objection has ever been made by the Board of Governor;' 
except in empowering the inspectors tn give lea.ve of ab~cnce in the interval of 
the m~etings of the Board. To require the leave of the Board (which only meets 
monthly) for any absence of more than foul' hours, appears most ohjectionable. 

16. On Rule 27, tbe governors observe that the books to be kept are prescribed, 
but not the form s, and that the forms at present in use should be revised. To 
this there appears no obj ection. 

17. On Rule 29, the governors think that contracts shou1U be made in the name 
of the Board of Governors. For al1 legal objects, it is beLter that they be made 
in the name of the head officer of the institution. 

18. The governors desire that the reports of the resident medical superinten­
dent should be in writing, should be~ome matter of record, and be prepared from 
an official journal kept by him, and submitted to the Board. They refer in illus­
tration to the memorandum book required 10 be kept by the ru les of 1843. A 
similar book is required by the prese1lt rules. 

19. The governors snggest alterations of Rule 39 with the view of securing to 
the chaplains due liberty for the periormancfl of their fUllctions. Tbe rule as it 
now sta.nds appears to secure to lhem all the liberty that cnn practically be 
required . 

20. On Rule 50, the governors propose a stock book to be kept by lhe apothe­
cary. It does not appear necessary to pro'\ide for tuis by a rule. 

21. The governors think that the clerk and storekeeper, being required by 
Rule 51 to attend daily in tLe office under Ihe direction of the re~ideut medical 
superintendent, is withdrawn frOID the control of the Board. There appears no 
ground for this complain t. In the daily minute duties of the clerk and sto)re­
keeper it is impossible that he cau be actually controlled by the members of the 
Board, who are necessarily se ldom present in the asylum, but. in common with all 
the other officers, he is under the general authority of the Board. 

22. The governl)J's think that the duty of observing the patients at their meals, 
and judging whether they have received their regular al1o\\ ances, should be per­
formed by the resident medical superintendent, not (as by Rule 67) by the clerk 
and storekeeper. It is not anticipated tbat any injurious effects will result from 
this change. 

23. On Rule 90, the governors "cnnnot understand why misunderstandings 
between officers should be referred to the imlpectors and not to tLe governors." 

It is to he observed that the" misunderstandings" nhich are to be so referred, 
relate I I to their respective dnties, and the mode of carrying them out, or to the 
meaning of the foregoing rules." The goycrnors say that they cnn appreciate the 
propriety of that part of the rule which leuves to the inspectors the solving of 
any difficulty which may arise in the interpretation of the rules. The ground of 
their objection, therefore, is not quite apparent. 

24. The governors object to that part of Rule 91 whicl~ requires. that .que!lt~ons 
relnting to any subject or importance shall not be taken Into conSlderatlOn WIth-
out a month's previous notice. . . 

This provision appears ne('esmry, in order to secure due deliberation. The 
governors also object to resolutions affecting the discipline and management of the 
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asylum being suspended until they have been approved by the Lord Lieutenant. 
They state that this takes away frolU them the power of enforcing and carryillg 
out the rules themselves. In this the go\'c1'I1ors appear to misa.pprebend the 
menning of the rule, which eould never be held to apply to the mere ordinary 
tletni ls of business of the asylum. The rule was fram ed in consequence of irre­
gularities in the mode of procedure of some Boards of Governors, and will not, 
it is believed, be found in practice to work inconveniently. 

In regard to the statements in the resolutions of the goveruors, that they'; afe 
placed in subordination to a single Government officer, wlw undflf the formel' 
code was specifically placed uuder the direction of t he Board ;" tha.t "the 
responsibility of this officer is no longer to the governors; it is to the inspectors, 
and to them alone;" and that I'the new code breathes throughout a spirit of 
uuwise and deroga.tory distrust;" the Lord Lieutenant desires to assure the 
Board that nothing could be f:J.rthCl' from the intentions of bis Excellency and the 
Council than to diminish the respect just ly due to the station and authority of 
the governors. 

To the Resident Medical SuperintEndent of the 
Limerick District Lunatic Asylum. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) Robe/'f P ecl, 
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