
LUNATIC ASYLUMS ( IRELAN D). 

HETUfiN to on Qrd<!t of the Honourable The Hou ~o OrCO RlmotlF, 
dated !l.'i Febnmry 11159 i-for, 

COpy" of a LET':n:n addrossed to the Chief Secretary for b-eland by 01'. NI/gellt, 
Inspectol' of L unatic Asylums, in reply to STATEMENTS in the R EPORT of the 

Commissioners of Inquiry into L(TNATJC AtiYLUM'S in I1'cland :" 

"RETURNS showing the Dat.e of the First Publicat ion of snch Llrn'!:: ll ;" 

I< And. showing tho Date at wL ich the first Issue of the C Or.JMI sSloN Ens' REPORT 

,vas made, by whom maile, and the N umber of Copies then Ci rculated." 

Office of Lunatic Asylums, Dublin Cnstle, 
Sir, 4 Mal'ch 1859. 

h I' reply to your communicat ion of the 1st instnnt, t ransmit ting a copy of an 
Order of tbe I-louse of Commons, dated 25th ult imo, cnll ing for (I. copy of the 
Jetter uudrcsscd by Dr. Nugent to the Chief Secretary for frchmd, in answer to 
statements ill tho llc jJort of the Commi8Siollors of Inquiry into LUlln.1.ic Asylums 
in JrehuHl, togdher with the do.te of the first publication of sneh letter, 1 have 
the honour to submit the infOlmation l'equirecl, and to append n copy of tho 
letter in question . 

To Colonel Larcom, c. 11., 

&0. &c. &c. 

-I.-

I have, &c. 
(::ig lled) J ohn Nugent. 

COI'yof n. LETfER addressed to tho Chief Secretary for Ir~In.Il<1 by Dr. Nugent , 
I nspector of Lunatic Asylums, in reply to S ta.tements in the Hepol't of the 
Commissionc l"S of Inquiry iuto Luna.t ic Asylums in Ireland. 

LUNATIC ASYLUMS, IRELAND , COMM IS SION. 

; O BSERVATIONS on t1m R eport of the Commissioners of Inquiry into Lunatic 
Asylums, &0., &0. (Ire1o.nd), in a Letter to the night Honourable Lord 
Viscount Nnas, M. P' J Chief Secretary, &c., by J . Nugent, M. D., Inspector of 
Lunatic A~ylum8. 

T o tho Right Honourable Lord Viscount Naas, M. P., &0. &0., Chief Secretary 
for Ireland. 

Dublin Castle, Office of Lunatic AsyluTns, 
My Lord, 6 October 1858. 

THE Commissionel'8 appointed by R oyal Wo.nant to inqllire into the state of 
Lunatic Asylums in Ireland ba.ving pub]jsbed their Rep ort, and as portions of i t, 
if left unnoticeu, might lead to erroneous conclusions in the minds of those whoso 
know1edge of t110 subject would be con fi ned to the informat.ion contained in that 
Report, 1 respcctful1y beg leave to submit certain observations thet'coll, which 
may ·tend to a more correct estimat ion of the general wOl'killg of these ins titutions. 
In doing so, it is far from my intention to a.ttribute any but the fairest motives to 
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thoso rren t i!!I1lCIl ill t h ,~ modo of cOlHln cti ll g t lle i!' in vestigfLtiolls, as we ll as of 
fl·lU ll ing t!t(, ir R uport; but n!3:l. public ofiiccr, aHtl OliO of the heads of n. dcpn.rt~ 
mCll t, I deem it no simple duty to lhe GOVO I" I"I Ol'S lLu d staff of Lunatic Asylums, aml 
t.u t he oni(.~o with which I n111 conncdt·J, to adopt tile prese nt course. I feel t ho 
JOBS hCf.; it nli ol1 , from the fad t\tat t he ill:l(\e l] uacy of Ute lnws I'elating' to LUII n.tic 
)\ ~yl111US hall bccn 80 fn.!tJllClltl y tll'gell Ill' tho I n':lpcetors OIL tile at.tention of the 
L cgi!":' \l\t u l'c, and that iL wns with the rull concml"euce, pCl'h :lps 111m), be per
mitted 1.0 f'ay at the snggestion, of th is (kpal'tlUcllt that thCl Commission ~)r I n'lllil'y 
waf! :tpJllied fo r uy a late Chief S(,~ 1"(jtary , 

'rhe Commissioncl':", <.'.ftc r stn.t.ing the obj ect of thei r appointment, enter into a 
hist.oryof the est.ablislmlfmt of Lunatic Asyl unl s in th is conntl·y~n. history to the 
co rl'eetllcsB of ,.,..hil!h I cn.Ituot but cordially lL<;sent, inasmuch as it lUld vi l' ttlfLl ly 
:J.)lllcan~u ill Parliamentary Rel)nrtl": ndt11'(;sscd to his Excellency the LOl·rj L icu
tcnnnt, fl'Oln time to time, by t he iuspectors of LUli ati c Asylums. I t omits, llow
ever , all commcnt ou the cost or expeuclitlll'o in the cn 'diclIl of buildings, the 
pmcbnso of laml, tho (h:Lts accru ing to tho TrcMUlT, <'UJ d vnl' ious o tl 1t:~ r importan t 
detaib of n. pecunia ry naturC-{1.lI omiss iOJI in lmrt compensated for hy thl:J infor
mation fmn ished in OUl" last R CIIOl' t. Stil! , had tllO Commissioners superadded to 
that in t~)I'mn.tion , it won ld, pel'haps, h:\\'e rentlered the ir production more vn.lunbIe 
as a whol ~ , and hnve nll'm'dctl the Executive more mn.terin.ls for it!:! go iunnce in 
ma tteI's of legislatiull. 

I 'must con re...c;s that I was lli s.'l ppoinlcd on obscrving tlmt the Com missioners, 
wbose QUi ce might be rC!f<\nleu a..~ j l1d icin.l, 11ad o,'erlooked the m.erits of, flll d COll~ 
fincd thcmi;dvcii to c.lepict.illg, flllfl in no weuk co iQuring, such faults nnd imperfec_ 
ti ons as they could disc.:o vcI· in I rish As)'lmns ; a lld whil st losing few opportun it ies 
of Rot;lti ng f:lcts t ha.t conld tell a~ainst tlu::m even by impl ication, llnd withheld 
e xphnflt ioll s, whicll, if givell , wOllld hn.ve mod ified, and in ~ome cases pcrhaps 
impartod 11, tott11ly diHcrcn t ll~pCct to tl lBir rcpr('sentfLtiO tl8. 

1 feel the di ffi culty of my pnsi t ion in disscnting on nny puiu t (still moro on 
mnny) from the OIJinions put forwnrd by five COHllll issionc1'8, bchlg fully nw:u'C that 
fill impo,t nnce attaches in t.he publ k millu to the result of n Commission of 
Inquiry UIHlol' fl Hoya! W Ul'mnt, to fjlwstio l1 which may appeal' presumptuous in un 
indi"idual. I trust., however, that an ('xpCl'iencc acqu ired by a twelvo yeurs' con
~ t:m t alHl anx ious attention to t.he d uti es of my office, ought to render me as 
COll\'CI'sant with tlle details of lriBh L una-tic Asylum mrl.1lngcUl cllt, as could a 
cursory visit of fh'o 01' six w(~ch the two EngliElh member s or the COll1mission, 
who, by habit Gnd profossionnl o('cnpa,tion, were perha ps the best acquainted with 
Lhe immediate suLj c:et of inquiry. :lIld who, I npprehel1l1, from the date of their 
return to the s]Jhcrc of their own pnrticu lnr duties , up to a week Or 60 prior to 
the joint signature of a Re[Jort since CO ll nter-l'epor ted all by one of t bei r associates , 
could hn.ve 110 per:;onal knowledge of jJ I'occcdillgs ut th is side of the water_ And 
as during the year in which the t hree (Jtbel' CommissiOllt'rs were engaged from 
time to t ime i ll prosecuting thei r inquiries (in consequcnce of an accident lhn.t 
hefd m y estimable colleague, Dr. '''hi te, whose .long uml. t ruly ll~lJful services 
caTIllOt be too high ly approciated), the whole ,inspect.i on, rospoTU,ibil it.y, and con
t rol of Lunatic Asylums, public and J):rivate, of the iusu.no jn gaol~, poorhouses) 
&e., together witlt t1 weight of official bnsine5<s that 111(1.y be eBtimn.tcll from a 
corrcspondence of over se'ven thollsand let t.ers, rt.nd the p repara.tion o j' a Report 
(eigh th) quite a.'3 am ple in pmctic:"L1 rletnils as til3t of the Commissioncl'S, vressed 
Oil me, assisted ther<" in alone by the two zealous and. in telligent d el'lts attached. 
to t his omc", I trust I lllfl.y be pardoned if I now stand fo rward, not to ]mJl iate 
c!:'rtain dpfeets ·which I know to havo I3xisted, and to which tll e Inspecto1's had in 
great ll1cnsurc already clil'ecteil atteI1tl(Hl, bu t to uphoM t he character at large of 
our public establishments for t he insane- a chal·a.cter which derives its existel.lce 
no t mc;roly from our native roports, but from the u nprejudiced testimony of English 
writers of 11igh anu philantll1·opjc repute-ane! t o show that in the ConHllissioners' 
11.cpol"t a fa it' equlPoise has not been l'eg:1l'ded: in other words, that it bas the 
nppenrancc of being oDe·sided, For t his reason, in the fo llowing pages, a.fter 
nnulyr.ing an fl. l'epl)'ing to certain portions of the Commissioners' Report (as the 
main object of their (l}Jpoin trnent was, that they m igh t afford the basis of a syst em 
on wbieh GO\'€ l'umen t might move Pmii nment to legislate), I shall, without, I 
trust, beiDg· deemed presumpluous by ),OUI' LOl'dsbip~ submi t my vie ws, and when 
I di sa,g-ree witb tLe R oyal Commissioners, state my rEasons for J oing so ; taking 
Cill·e ru so, wben Loth coincide, to note t he iden tity of their opinioll with that of 

the 
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the Inspectors-a duty which the Commissioners h::l.YO l'tOndcl'u] necessary Ly the 
avoidance of allY reference theroto. In fact, three · fourths of ·what, to pO;'80n8 
unacquainted wit1t the officia1 publications of the In~pcctors, mi)!ht a.ppear to be 
now for tho first time brought uncler pnhlic notice, lta'i'e been already di sCllssed in 
their Ueports. 

Had the Commissioners made throe simVlc acknowledgmeuts, which in justice Fucts ignored by 
to Irish Asylums might havo Leon concctled, I shou}u bo quite contented, fot' the Commissiollers. 
faults el1Ulllerutefl might then be regarded us exceptional; but when notilill<t 
favourable is said, such faults may be looked npoll as indic:ltious of a syf'ltem of 
bad management, 

1st. Had tbey sto..ted (which in truth they might have done) that Irish Cures effecled in 
asylums were cminenllysu(':ces.'lful as clll'atiYe establishments, as e\'id(~nced by ni)'lum~. 
the number of recoveries and paucity of deaths in them, tlJUs, to say t.he least, 
placing them OIl au cquaJit.y with any similar establishments in EUl'Ol)e-
superior, perha.ps, to most-as appears from l'etmns fllruii:lhed by the Com-
missioners tbemselveR, one of which gives the number of p~ltients in Irisl] 
A~ylums on lst January 1852, at. 2,700, to which were ad(led during the 
quinguennial period eml"ing with 18.10, 6,197, raising the whole number 
under treatment to 8,897. Assuming that the curable cases bore to t he 
incurable tbe same proportion as the numbers of these denominations at 
present in asylums beal' oue to the other (a vel'Y legitimate analogy), the 
number of the {ormeL' under treatment must ba\Te amounteu to 2,717, 
while no less than 2,136 were di~clHl.rgeJ cured in the period referred to, 

2d. Had they stated that, in theirscl'Iltinic9 into the various deta,ils of dis~ Freedom from 
trict asylums, into the m ental condition of patients, wbothel' in public alH]se, 

01' private establisbnlC'11ts ,--into the mode and practice of restr:lint, and 
into the manifold compJRints and a~cusations which, IJO doubt, must have 
been nddres:>.ed to them by letters signed 01' anonymous (but each requiring 
noticc, howcver disngreoable the tnsk)-llot one instnnce of dcfn19ation 
was discoverable,llot one inmate out of 4,000 unjustly deprived of liberty, 
not n. sillgle case of violenco, cruelty, or abuso came under their notice, 
witli the exception of one of restraint at Al'magh, the necessity for which 
is maintained on authority to which I shall refer hereinafter, 

3d, Had they stated as indications of the unceasing care and attention be· Paucity of ncd. 
8towetl by subordinates on the inmates of llUblic asylums, the wondrous dents, 
imlUunit.y in them from accidents ami tlcezls of violence, considel'illg the 
excitn.bility of our race, doubly developed in the ma.niac; D..S a striking' 
instance of \vhich J ma)' observe that on! .\' fuut' cases bf suicidc, and not 
OLIe of a homicidal nature, nre recorded as having taken place within five 
years, notwithstanding that in tl~ut period no 1e88 than 2,000 lunatic8, 
committed to gaols on sworn depositiom as "dangerous" to tbcmsehes or 
others, had been tl'llnsferrcd thither, nnd tl13.t at the date of their statistical 
r.etUrns there \1ere 551 of this class stilt rCU1:1.ining, 

\Vere these admissions made, I should not, verhaps, reel it necessary to trouble 
yOUl' Lordship with tbG present communication. 

Having made chese pl'eliminary observations. I will now, with yOt1\' Lordship's 
permission, apply lllysdt~, as proposed, to the subj8ct~l1latter of the Commissioners' 
RepOlt. 

'The first pOint deserving of attention i.s the accommodation in asylums of' pn ,ring Paying patients. 
lmtiellts, which the Commissioners recommend. 'The Inspectors, whilst disap. 
pro\'ing on principle of tho maintenance in district asylums of persons paying 
annual stipends, lJ!l.ve not considered it uthisuble to oppose the practice, owing to 
the want of suitable establishment. ... for their reception, although feeling with the 
Commissioners that their pl'esence in an asylum with limited accommodation 
amounted to an inju~tice to the insane poor of the dist.rict, fOl' whom the asylum 
was specially intended. In view, howeY~r, of t.he proposed increase of llCcom-
lllotlntion {to the best method of eftectiug which I sllalll'efer in due cOUl'::.e)l I 8ee 
110 objection to the l'ecolllmendation uf the Commissioners, subject to the l'ostric-
timlS originally pointed out hy the Inspectors. 

The Commissioners, observing on the biennial l'epol'ts of the Inspecrors as not I/l~pector's J'ep(!~I~. 
being in accordallce with the Act 7 Geo. 4, c. 74, state, tbat these reports 
shoutd be annual, naming even the day on 'which they ought to appear, the 1st of 
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February; bll t with i\\I -respect to their opinion, I wo uld observe, that the Act 
under which the I nspectors llOlJ office, t.he 8 & 9 Viet. c. 107, makes no men
tion 0f the suhject. The 23d clause states generally, and without rociting the 
pl'cvinus Act, its dote, or titll', that tho duties of the J nspectol's-general of Prisons 
shall he vcrformcd by the Inspectors of Lunatic Asylums in regard to tho latter 
insti t utions; ilnd the next c1n.ll sC specifics in dctail what those duties nre"yithout 
eyen Hny a.llnsion wlmtevcr to I'eporting. 

But l~)' i llg aside any thing 1ikc special pleadiug, what are the facts? In Our 
bien nial R eports wo give the fu ll fitatistics of ('twIt year 8eparulcly and in detail ; 
the admissions, discharges, ano deaths; nUlTILer resident in us)"luIns, g'aols, and 
poor .llOllses; pltrticular occurrences, fnults of cOlTIlIlitision or omission, expen
diture, &c. Our objec t in reporting biennially could not t herefore be to n.void 
hl bOHr, for tlHJ smne tables arc to La nrrnnged, nml the same inquiries to Le made. 
Of the two, perhaps moro work js tllcl'cLy entailed 011 the oUlce. The Inspectors, 
a nx ious to lun'e :l. greater gr<lup of facts on wh ich to oLsen 'e, and not restricting 
themselves to figl1l'cs, bu t drsirous to afford matter of interest and for tlJ(~ 
ach[lllcemcnt of science in regmd to the department with which t hey were COll

ncc w d, dIOse the ]Jractice of reporting biennially as most conducive to the n.ttui ll
mcnt of U10SC ends, As tIle Commissionel'f:I' Repo~t has been SigllCd by two 
gentlemen who are also Commissionors in LllllRCY in England, I may be pal'doned 
for stn ting that the :the biennial RepOlts of the Inspectors contain luore ma.tc rials 
for t ho advancement of mCiltal science, as is testificd not alone by writers and 
rcdc,Ycrs fumiliar with the subject in t1ds country, but also ill England, than t he 
t ell wnwal rppol'ts of the Commissioners there; notwithstanding tha.t in JreJauu 
the re arc hut two iIl5pectOl'8, wllOse d u ties IUC re lath'e1y mOTe extensive, und dIe 
total annual cost of whow ofllce does not aUlount to 2,500 t., whilst in EUg'land, 
bcsiut's the unpaid, there are six llaid Commissioners, with a large staff; the 
a~r('gate of whose expenditmc is six times groater . 

The first biennial Hoport of the Inspectors was pl1blisllOd Juring the Vicc
royalt.y of the Earl of Clarendon, ns wns also t il e second, when the Chairman of 
the Commissione rs was Umlcr.S('erctaI'Y. No objection was then mn.tle ; on the 
contl'nry, I believe that these Heports gave sntisfilction . Four different Viceroys 
have since governed this cOUlI!ry, t.o wlLOrn we had the honoUl' of presenting our 
Reports, and no intimation wns ever conveyed to the l uspectors of the illegality of 
their procedure in the matt<:r. 

1 may also ue permitted to remark, that the Hepol't of tho Royal Commissioners 
tllt:mseh'es ntfords a. fair ilIustl'o.tion (If the onel"OUS nature of Stich a ta.sk as the 
prcpllrntion of a P arli am entary Report, inasmuch as the period originally ::t1l0wed 
for it s produetion, 5e"e11 m01l1hs, lllL"ing pro\'ed too short, it was found necessary 
to extend it from time to time, until fully two years have been occupied in its 
comp ilat ion . 

. Misco nceptions of Being on the subject of law, nlthough anti cipating a little my prolJosed plnu, 
Commissioners on I mn.y here observe that Ul e Commissioners 1\1'0 incorrect in theil' version of the 
the &ubject of l:!.w. Pr ivate Lunatic Asylullls Act. For example, they state that the fees to be paid 

on taking out 1\ license for 0. private asylum must" in no c.\se exceed 5l., with 
lOs. for the stamp;" which, jf con'eet, would go to show thn.t the Government 
had, fu r a period of 14 yem . been illegally exacting from the proprietors of 
licen sed h ouses sums of money which ill t he aggregate nmoullt to nearly 2,000 l. 
Fort.ullately, llOwcyer, for the :rreasul'Y. there exists lL misconception in the minds 
of the Commissioners, who lul\'c assluncd as tIle maximum what in the clause is 
expressly fixed as a m inimum. Had the Commissioners referred to 0. return of 
tIle fees received since 1842, which WIlS furnished by tbe Inspectors, and mny be 
founel in the Commissioners' Hcpol't. Vol. J. , App, p. 126, Table 2, they would 
not, doubtless. lw.ve faUen in to this err{)r. 

As to the bearing of the Act 19 & 20 Viet. c. 99 (Irish Asylutns Super
annuation Act), I nllprehcnd the Commissioners labour Ullder a misconception . 
Tile some Inay he !laid as reg::rds their views on the spirit and prn.ctice of the Act 
8 & 9 Viet, c. 107 (Ceatral Asylums Act) ; and ill recommending that resident 
phy~icifmEl ofnsylllms should COtn jJOlllld medicines, they must lmvc overlooked the 
ch31'tcr statute, 31 Geo. 3, c. 34. Dut. t.o these points [ shall a.gain take the 
liberty of ad,'el'ting. 

IIII;peetors (!:l~ With regard to the Inspectors being ex.officio governors of o.sylums-as it is n 
ojjiciu Governors. matter so nearly cOllilected with my own personal position, I shall refer to it but 

briefly, and with some hesitat ioll, merely observing that whilst their taking part 
ill 
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in the proceedings of Bonnls of Governors has been generally appl'Oveu of ns pro. 
d~ctjve of Ill<.lny benefi ts, the objection of the Commissioners is unsupported by a 
~11Jg18 fact. 

The Commissiol1 t rs di sappro\'e of the existing Pdvy ConDcil "Hules and. PlivyCounctl 
R t'gulat ioIls" for the management of LlIlHltic Asylums. In this I CUlUl ot but rules, 
COli CUt' , agree ing with them that these rules are II in m:lny respocts unsuited to 
the existing state of things," and th:1t (, a Ilew code is of urgent necessity." But, 
a.') stnted ill our last Repod, witl. refereuce to them, we fo rbore" urging detail s 
wb ich in due course SllOUlcl be the resul t of n. comprehensive Jega\ enac tment." 
S ti ll, I cnnnot he]]) remarking, that wherever nn infraction of any of these !'ules 
occllrred~ that infraction Rppeu.I'S to have boon fully noted by the Connnissioners 
in their Report. 

'He alteration proposed by the Conlllli ssioner,,; in the modo of appointing Appointment or 
governors of asylums, viz., that two-thirds 8lrould be nomiuated by the gra.nd Governors. 
juri t'.s of the dist rict, and the remaining lhird by tho Executive, does not seem 
judiciolls. In the fi rst place, it, in limine, establi shes n. d istinction by the recog-
nit ion of two putt ies on t.he Board, which might be calculated to d is turb tliat 
gcneml harmony that has hitherto characterised the proceedings of Boards of 
Governurs, and iu tlm second place, it.. would Ic<ul, in g roat part, if not WllOlly, to 
the exclusion from the BO~Ll'd of the hiern.rchy Il.nd nobility, t han whom as 
gOYel'110rS none are more 11Seful or more liberal. But it is liable to 3. third, n.nd, 
1 think, stl'ongel' objection, th!1t, as thc duties required of n. govel'llor ronder essen· 
tial an acqtlUintancc with several matters ha.ving lif I may so express myeclf) ~~ 
metaphysical beming , nne! which ~an only be acquired by a frequent attendance o.t 
tbe Hoard-room, this annual election by the grand j ury might prove detrimental 
to the interests (If the insane theUlsclves. 

1 am far from l1lu.lcrvnluing the right of rnte-payers to participate in the 
mana.gement of luuatic asylums through gn\u(l juries as their representatives ; 
bu t tlds control may be said to be in their h::mds already, 70 per cent. of thc 
gm'en"',ors being grand jurors of their respective counties. 

No doubt many of them are not as assiduous as they mig11t be in their 
ntton<iance ; and even nn influential membor of t lte Commission, without wander. 
ing beyond his own personal experience, could testify to the fact that a. gentleman 
of ack nowledged public tal ent and high social position, might reside for years 
wi lhin easy 3ccess of a.n asylum of which he was I\. governor, without ever finding 
himself inside its walls, until he visited it in allother capacity to report upon its 
defects. 

Even the reason assigned by. the Commissioners for their mode of selection 
does not seem very logical. One· third of the mClllbel's, they sa.y, are to be nomi
nnted by the Government, II in order that an 0ppol'tunity may exist for securing 
the servir.es of pel'sons who, from the attention they haVB given to such esroblish
meIlt~. may be likely to be usefulll1embers of the 130m·d." But as the remaining 
two·thirds are to be selected from year t.o year by grand juries, tho former, con
stituting the minority, must necessarily be out·"oted by the la.tter, however 
uninfol'~ed on asylum nfiu.irs, upon all occasions on whicll n difference of opinion 
may arlSc. 

Commissioners' 
recomrnendn.\iou ~ 
objectionable. 

The present system of nppointing governol's by the Lord Lieutenant, I believe I.nspectol1l· sl,Igges· 
to be fa.r better. Such also appears to be the opinion of several of the most tIOOS. 

influenti al of the witnesses examined, among whom 1 ma.y mention the names of 
Sir George H odson, Sir Hobert Ferguson, a.nd the Rev. Grey Porter, ench ?f 
whom has devoted much attention to the ldt'airs and management of Lunahc 
Asylums. At the same time a revision of the existing Boards would be desirablc, 
so ns to secure to each barony at least 0210, aml to lo.tgc and wealthy baronies two 
representatives, in addition to those to bc tnken promiscuously from the district. 
Non·attendance for a. period of twelve months should be sufficient. as m ost pro~ 
perly suggested by the Commissioners, to ,'acate the n.pJ>oi ntment. 

The Commissioners, after giving it us their opinion that more frequent meet· Mi,;c('?C~ll:.ion of 
. f . I b I Comm'~SlOnerl os mgs 0 gO"ernors would be deSirable, observo t Hlt, " wen a. quorum {oes not t f enc:r of 
assemble, the ·wholc busiuess to be transacted has to be adjoumed for a mont],." Bo~r;;?~eelmgs. 
This is not exactly the case-the usual practice b ei ng to summon a. specinl 
mecting for a few days after, in accordance with the third of the Privy Couneil 
Rules. By refcl'cnce to the Tables appended to the Commissioners' Repon 
(Vol. I., App. A, Tn.bl€! 10), and to those attached to the Inspectors' Eighth Repo.l't 
(App. p. 52)) it will be seen that, with one or two exceptions, no month elapsed 
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nt fl,lIY asylum during tho yoa l's 1850- 6, without a m eeting ha.ving been beld ; the 
n llmher hold in en.;;h year a.IIlo nlltill,~ n.ctuall.v to 25 i n o ne, find ranging rl'Oll 13 
to 20 ill t he others. I I'erer to this the mnrc pal·ticulnrly, as showillg the laudable 
a.nxiety and illl f) l'est of local Bo:t.nls in tho well-be ing of these estahl ishments, 
oCCil"inna.lly exhibited at mueh Jlcr .... onal inconvenience, bot h in consequence of loss 
of t illlO, aIHI tho distnnce whicll some governo rs hnve to t rtweJ. 

TIll: CO lH llIi8t1iollCr3 wmdd further seem to ignol'C tho existence of vis itilllJ' 
. 0 

commi l tees. So flLr <IS perma.nent eomlmttc ,'s are Co]] ccl'ned , tho Commissioners 
{L1'(,1 r ig'll t , stlch commi t. tees being considered objl.!ctionablo by the majority of 
goYcrnol's, inasllHlch ItS the whole cont rol and management of an asylum might 
ulthnntely vestin them. Commi ttec~ for sp~cinl purposes have existed at various 
ti m<::fl. in alrnm,t every Il.'!ylum in Ireland, and oven nt present there is one each at 
Cnrk, KilkcrJllY, Belfast, and Richmond Asylums, tho members of whjch lattcr 
nre the Ern'l of Menth, Sir C;'eOl'ge Hodson, {mrl ;\'11'. WaldroLl, l'Il.P. Deput.ations 
from ~rand juries cannot woll bc cX[lodcd to be ye.r)' regular in thoir inspection ; 
stil l, I I.J c li e\' ( ~ , thc1'I.~ is scarcely an asylum i1\ II'olnn d, ndjoin ing a ll assize town, 
thnt is not visited by some memucl'S of the im11lcdiu te grand jury, thOLlgli nut by 
:1.11 tho grand jurics. of tlW district. 

A diflbrcnce of opinion exists between tIl e C ommissioners as to medical 
arrangemonts. I coincide in the yiews of Dr. Cort'iga n regarding the propriety 
of Imv ing' visiting physici~lllS, bllt diYscm from the joint recommendation of the 
Commissioners, " tlUlt thc resident ph ysician should 110t perform civil dl1 t ies," 
1)n.I'lienl :~l'iy if the number ()f lla t icnts placed nuder his elHl.rgA doe~ not exceed 200, 
01' 260, at tht' outside; for I really uo not see (ifn.ided by n.visiting or consultinl>' . . 
physician) Wlt tLt employment the resldcll t ca·n Ita.ve to occupy hi!; whole time ns a 
pulllie salaried officel', unless he SlIpCl'iu telHls the gene ral domest ic economy of his 
cSlnblislllllcnt. Tho fi nbdivision of dut ies. ,yith all. unneeded multi plicution of 
persons 00 perfol'lll them, materi:L11y increases expense, wilhollt producing nny 
equivltlont hencfi t ; particularly :IS the flc l'vi cl.!s of ILll n.]lothccnry, which the Com
lllissiollOl'8 wonld " wish to sec lliscnntinneu ill s111a1\ asyhuns," become :~ necessity 
so IOllg' as the office of visit.ing ]Ihysician 1!1 l'eta.ined. as tlH3 resident pbysicin,n, to 
whom the), w0111Ll leaye' the C01111101l1H]ing of Pl'C8CI'iptiOllS (in nino l!i"l.ses out of ten 
ll ot being lL licentitLte rtpotllOC:tl'Y), is Jll'ohihitcu I'l'om llutking up any but his own, 
uncler tho pen:tlty of a heavy une-a legal difficulty which must have escaped the 
Jl otiro of th o COll'l1Hi~~i.oners, 

1 nm stl'ongly of o])inioll that the appointment of t Ite snpel'ior officers-the two 
physician!! and matro n, us well as the clerk uud stol'ckcopol', ought to be left, as 
hel·otofore. in the hands of the LOl'd L ieutenant, Tho Commissioners admit thnt 
the ]}f('poudcmt.ing c-videno::e they received was nnfnvoul'Ilhle to i ts being given to 
the govcl'nors, :ulc..l ucillg thern!;clvcs no BufficjCllt rensous to counterbalance the 
testi mony. On tbe contrary, if the selection be left to the BmH·t1s, tile Commis
sionel'S sec It double difficulty, namoly, " local cnntcntions, and t he influence of 
j)l'ivate fee1ings," tile bane of Irish society - wherea.s, if it be ret.a.incd in the hands 
of the Goyernment,. their on ly :1.pprehension wems to be that political iuHuenoo 
might lead to injurious results. An experionce of tweh'c yoars induc(~s me to 
douht the correctness of their nppreUeOSiQllS on the Io.ttel' hend. 

Ahstl'actetlly rega.rding the good of LUllatio Asylul11s, it appears to me that as 
Ute Bxecu tive lIas a far largcr sphere from which to select, it wouhl be lllllch 
more likely to obta in officif~llt officers; !mel, although it may thus seem to assume 
a patl'onage in the distribution oflocairates, it should not b e forgotten that while 
tbo publie USyhlUlS of this country, by frce gra11ts from the State (and exemption 
fr0111 interest Oil moneys 'culvanced to them). have, up to thi~, benefited to the 
<.!:dC ll t of OV01' 320,000 I., no inter0st is clltl.1'gs(l on the llfl.lf.yearly ac1vaur,es for 
their maintt~nance. amounting annually t.o 80,000 t., nor on the sums already ad
vanced, 0 1' to be ad-vn.llcc<l for the e1'ectioll or str uct.ural alteration of these insti
tut ions . So thnt t he eountt·y, ou striking n. bn.lrmce of accounts after payment of 
t iJ e above officCl's, 'i ,; a gnillE'l' by fully In,aOO l , a-year, . 

With l'eferen~e to the a])pointll~ellt of chnp lnins to asy lums, a subject to which, 
from a conviction of its importance. t he inspecto rs c1irect('.d the attention of 
Govcmment, tlud whic.h unfortunately g[we rise 1.0 legal]lroceed ings between the 
E;x:ecu t i\'e and the governors of a. northorn 3syhun, who, on ]lrineipie, ON)OSOO 
t hei r udmjssiQn-I ant icipate that no s ll ch '/ compulsion ," as appreherltlerl by the 
COlllmissioners, will nel."Ii to be excrcisecl, as fl'om my knowledge of the fee ljngs 
of the influential BO:l.l'd l'eferred to, I am sat isfied that as soon as nIl doubt sha.ll 

have 
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IHr~e been removed by ~tntutory enactment, no gCIl tlc m8n will be illore disposed 
to giye a fair opportunity for its practical development tban the govcrnOl'8 of the 
Belfast Asylum. 

As to bu ilding sepnrn.tc places of worship for Protestant and Uomun-catholi c Separll.tc ll itlCes of 
congregations, l wi1"hhold an opinioll, restrict iug myse lf to the bare stMelllent, worship. 
tha.t n t the Centml Asy lum at Dllndrum, nt the Eglinton at Cork, H.t "Kilkenuy, 
and elsewhere. 110 objectiollS have been ever made to the iuspeclo rs, by officers or 
patients, against lhe use iu commou of chapels fO l' fl ivine service. At. Ricillnolld, 
in conserl'lcnce of tue erection of a screPll between both places of worship, tbowrh 
untler the same toot', t.he portion allocated to eithor is much too smaH, p[u-t.icula~J 
that [01' the Romnn-cathol ics. 

It is most gruti(ving to find that the Commissioners have adclec1 the weight of Snlllries or officel·'. 
their ndvocucy to th e r(')commelHht.ions of the 1 ns.pectors, on the prolH'iety of 
incren.sin!r tIle s:llaricii of ofl1cers, and the wages of Servauts belollgillg to public 
8Syl umR, the inadequacy of-which hu!'l becn frcquently adverted to in tim luspector's 
Reports. But it is t o be hoped that t.here is no necessity fo r ru ther legislation in 
ol'uer to secure to t hem the superannualioll aJlowa.nce accorded to them by the SQperannunlinn. 
Act 19 & 20 V ict. c. 99. 1 am a ware tha.t in t be intcfJlretation clause of t.hat 
Act, the nn.me of the clerk and storehepcr nppears to La.ve been accidentally 
omitted from the list of persnns comprised in tho word" officer;" but n.,Cj his beiug 
considere{l so is not "repugna,nt to the spirit >' of tlle ..'''-ct, and us hi s position is 
a lready clearJ}' defined by the Privy Council Rules, which are possessed of statu, 
tory po"\ver. I apprehend the provisions of tho supel'fl.nnuntion lrnv may be applied 
to his case. In fact, one of his class 1Hl..~ recently retired on a pension . . 

DISTRICT Asy LUMS. 

On tho subject of aumission to asylums, the Commissioners comph-Lin that no Admissions; Gil. 
regular system prevails. In my opinion, the gOyernOTS are the hestjudges as to vernorll should 
the selection of ]In.tients, the more so when it is considered how Yery restricted is seJ~ct ca~es. 
t lte accommodation nHordod by many District Asylums;. Oll 'which l\.CCount they 
nrc justified in pl'eventing', as fur US jlossible, the o.dlnissioll of hopeless cases, which 
prove a lasting burLllOn on the estn.blishnJcnt, to the exclusion therefrom or others 
of an acute character. Thnt idiots are admissible, and admit ted whuu considered 
suitn.ble cases, in consequence of the 0x istellce of da.ngerous tendencies, is proved 
by tne fact that- they are to be found in every fLSylmn in Ireland. 

·Wil.h regard to the )lroposition , tha t it should at all times be compete nt fO l' the 
residen t physician to admit ca.ses provisionally, I would observe that the practice 
is n.lrcady recogn ised under the fifth Privy Council Regulat ion. At Wntertord, 
and also at Ballinasloe, the Board, in ordor not to lose time, delegates its 
tmthority on the subject. of admissions to the mann.ger and visiting physician 
conjointly. 

On the stl'ucturnJ defects in some buildi ngsj it is neetllc8s fo l' me to descant. Structural derects. 
T o do so, would be to repent what the InspcctorR have fl'equently exprossed on Lhe 
subj ect in their Reports. I may, however, I'euutl'k, that no one can morc regret 
the absenC'e of baths unll lavatories, as in consequence thereof, tha.t first of all 
essentials in an asyluJll, cleanliness, cannot be adequately secured, The Inspectors 
ha.ve alwn.ys been u1l1'omitting in their endeavours to obviate thi!:J wnnt, and lat
terly tho goverllors have been actively interestillg themselves in the matt.er; but 
the prospect of impending legislation, and the consequent uncertainty about the 
subdivision of districts, and the pecuniary n.rrnngem~nts between counties likoly to 
ensue t.hereon, have in great measure l'etfll'dec1 the intonded impl'ovements, o..s n.t 
Limerick, where, at the time of the CommiRsioners' visit, no~hing could be WOl'SfJ 

than the condition of the privies and yards adjoining the female refractory 
division, owing to want 0 1' wn.ter -a. Iltate of things necessarily, reacting lIll the 
patients. It is but j u~t. to add, hOW6\'Cr, that in this Cil."C improvements had 
alrcady heen ordered by the Board, which were in JJ10cess of t'oustructioll at t hE-
time, and have since been fully completed. . 

At page 13, the Commiss ioners stute," at ' times wc have found the wa.ter~ Waler-closet.;!, 
closets systematically kept locked, and never used by the patieuts." As the 
Commissioners visited no asylum for the purpose of inspection more than once, it 
is difficult to understand how they could find them" systematically" shut 01' 0pCll. 

bllt, above all, "never used." For my part, I could almost wish that wn.tcr~clo8Cts 
opening on corridors aut! dormitoriel-l in lunatic nsy illms werc JlermeticaJly closed. 
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A t the Riclllllond A~)'lurn. to which tll e Commissioners particularly refer, the 
erection of water-closets in an 010 building, in the cnnstruction of which no pro
vision was m~\.(le for such conveniences, and IlO 8ufficient sewage secured, has not 
becll found sntlsfllctory. in consequence of which the govcrno\'s nrc now engaged, 
at VUl'y grout cx})onse, in remedying tho dofects, aud at the sume time procuring 
nn ample su pply of \I':1.tor. 

Recommondntions. ]u any future asy lums that may he construc ted , I t rust that hlYatol'ies, 
batlls, a.nd water-closets will be mnde n.ppendages to the mo.in structure, and tImt 
tho sewers fl'o'm these shall run ill stn.ight lines from t he buildings, not forming a 

Rmploymc Dt of 
IUtHllics. 

complicnteu nct-woI'k under or Ul'Qund the fo unrhtions. 
There js another ]loin t, namely, that rega.rding'the empl oYlllent of''' unfm·. 

tunate lunat ics," on which] feel bounu to dissent from the vi e ws of th e C om
lllH3S IOU€1'8. Regretting thn.t even tompol'fl.l'ily the necessity should ul'ise for theil
beillg engaged in the works l'efcl'red to, :~n d feeli [l g that, in im itat ion of the good 
example set berore me by my late colleaguo, my h u mble cnden.votll's have ever 
been (lirectcd to benefi t the illlllntes of Lunatic AsyllllllS, I cf)u fess that I do not 
see on what pL'inciple n lunatic, because 11e simply laboUl's u nder n delusion-if 
))osscs.',;cd of l' ude bodily henlt h, youth, and stt'engtil -shoulf\not., while ill I I public 
institution, where he is well fed, clad, :loud housell, getting three ample l1letLls 
every d:l.y (one with a l iberal :t1lowauce of animal food), yoluntn.rily n,ss ist tho 
at tcndants, itS was tho ease, at n. speej oB of labour whicll, were he snne and at 
la rge, he would undcrtn.ke at a recom pense not greater, pel'113-jlS, in actual 
\'alue, than t.ha.t wh ich is affol'ded to him by his maintenance in the asylum. 

In terior nrr;Jngc- At page 11 in their !leport, the Commissioners trent of the interior state of 
mCllIB. Lmmtic fi sylums and their domestic economy, ill tL ll1mmer whioh justifi es three 

inforences being drawn, viz_ :- First, that t~ poor-law test in r egnrd to adm issions 
had found fa.vour with some BORrtls ; secondly, that the cheerl ess chura.ctcl· of the 
asylums, arising fr om tho 'want of !L mnre nmple S~lppJ y of fUl'l1itUl'c, pictures, &'0. , 
had !tcted injlll'iously on the minds of the patients; and, thirdly, that tlH'3 scale of 
dieta ry was simply equal, or perhnpsa li ttle snpcl-ior to wha.t the inmates had becn 
accustomed to before their admission. 

Dietary. 

With rcfe!'euce t o tllO first, n.nd as n. matter of simple justice to the tnembers of 
asylum BO:J.\'ds, I must say that, hnvillg attCllded considerably oyer 260 meetings, 
1 ]Jever not iced the existence of sneh n. sen t,ill'l.cnt ; on the ~on tr:u'Y, as )'(~gnr'ds the 
pat.ients t.hcmseh'es nml t llcir crcature comforts , the grea.test li iJerality prevnils. 
That tbe second inference would be unwarranted, the slutisti c~ of eUl'es cf}'uct€d in 
Irish District Asylums (and to which I ha\'o beforo ndvcrt ed) satisfactorily proves; 
n.t the same time l tllink the c1l:1racter of the furnitu re might be improved. And 
us to the third, the f(tod tables of eneh asylum, as gi\'en by the Commissioners, 
t estify t o tho generosity of the llict.'l.ries, ('specially when it is cOllsidered that five
sixths of the patients are of the ]lOOl'GSl and humblest class in life. E\'cn the 
Commissioners, ",bell ex])ressing their opinion that tbe ro is not enough of 
yegeta.bles, the cheapest of nIl food, used in asylums, supply unexcept ionable 
testimony of its excellence in other respucts_ . 

The Commiss ioll(J)'S, l'efel'rillg' to the manner in which some nrticles of food wel'e 
served t o the inmates or the Maryborougl1 Asylum, describe the ir meals ,LS " rrugal." 
]f speaking comparati vely, tho description would not be perlmp8 unfair; but that 
the frugo.l ity of the fn.rc in that in l:ltitution may be the bctter apprecia.t€d by ,Your 
L Ol'dshil),l subjoin the following' extract f.!'om the d ietary of the establishment: 

c ( Fl.llI diet-breakfast, mules and females, 8 oz. patent oatme"'J.l, made into 
" stirnbout, with 1 pint now milk. Dinner, males, 12 oz. Lrend or 3! 11s. 
,. pota.toes, wi th 1 lb. beefste:Lit and 1 pint beeI'; females, IO oz. brend or 
II 3 Ibs. potatoes, with I lb. beefsteak find 1 pint beCl' . Supper, males ond 
.. females, 6 oz. brend, with i quart of new milk." 

In eonnexion \vith t.his subj ect, the Commissioners remark tha.t tlley cannot 
reconcile the returns furnished to them of the consumption of food in asylums wi~h 
the dietary tables, as, "if the fOl'mer be correct) the pat ients cannot receive the 
amollnt of food proposed to be ullowcd tll em." It is to be regrette{l that , befo re 
shadowi ng forth snch fm imputation, they did not obtaill 8uflieient (;1~ J>lanation, 
when, pel'haps, it migh t be founu that the dil-reren{!Q was not so irreconcilable as at 
first sigbt, being doubtless accou nte<t for by the variety of diets os OI'dcred from the 
ordinary scaJe by the visiting physicinn. 

IhreriQr bcd,tcnds. When observing thn.t the governors and manage1's " seem arval'e that tll e lightly 
constructed 
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II constructed bedsteads nrc liable to be broken u p by the patients. and t o become 
" danO'crous weapons iu their hands," the Comm issioners eX]ll'eSS in very nC1Pative 
terms °tlie strong and rciternted complaints mn.de by every llon.nl of the a;ticles 
alluded to-complain ts which hn.vc occasionally fOllnd their way to the executive. 

Cfl,l'C SllOUld be t111<en, the Commissionel'S observe, tbnt lunatics ure never em- Jnsuffi()ient ngri
played in fl.11y 'work fOl" private profit, stating thnt in one instance they fOtllld the cultural o~cupation 
lU11atics occllpied on the grounds of the resident manager. This IU'Ose from tlla for lunatics. 

fact t hat a sufficiently large fal'lll was not attached to the n.,"yl llm, so as to nfion\ 
that fuJI occnpation to the iumates wh ich is essential to their recovery, the great 
majority Leing oJ the ngricnlturnl class-tho govc)'Ilors feeling umyilling to PUl'-
chase ~ultlitionnllllnd, or 80tor into any expense pending tho qucstion of separating 
an adjoining county from the district. 

Observ illg on the nUlilagOn1Cllt of' the sick, tho Commissioner's would :l.vpelll' to Management of 
hold contrary opinions. In one ptlrn.gra,ph they djsU)lproYe of patients beillg treated th~ sick. 
in single sleeping apartments, which they denominate" cells," us being colLi and 
confined; while in other cases of disease, desCI'ihccl as" loathsome," they object to 
their heing " kept in nn nssociatcd dorm itory." The inspectors a.re not awt\I'e of 
the exist.onco of " loathsome" diseases in any Irish asylum. I presume either 
dyseIltery or dial'l'hcel1 is meant- two m,\lndies t reate rl in associated aormitorie~, 
aml in 11Ono otl1Cl', in e,'ery metropolitan :lud provincial llOspitn.l j ~tnc1 I cer tnin ly 
cannot conceive that because t hey are so t l·entcd. they must be" necessarily 
neglected ." 

T he Commissioners, wben commentillg upon hospital accommodatioll, state that Hospital:nccom
some of \'he intil'lllaries belonging to tho old institutiollS wero converted iuto COI11- mmlu.tiull, 
man uormitories, Now, as thoy llovel' existc(l, they conld not well admit of being 
clHmged. No illt"lrmnrics wOl'e cOllst ructed in the old asylums. The Commis-
sioners -would hn\'l,~ ueen correct in So'1.ying' thllt, from tIle pressure of cases, WOl'k-
Sl10pS and storerooms had beon gl'ndually transformerl in to sleuping apartments. 
Thoy speciall y find fault wit h the l1IleS to which tho infirmaries WCI'C dcvotetl ,\t the 
period of the ir \' isits to tile Hichmond, Oma!!h, and KiII:\rrlcy As.dums i but I 
trnf;t that yo m L Ol'd5hip on I'eutliug tIle explanation will S:lY, that the GovGrnol's 
of these usylu11ls acte(l very pl'operl)' in their lieU of titem. 

Tbe Commissioners com liluiu that the infil'lnnt·y at the Hidullon(l \Vas full Qr RicllmUlld. 
oruimll'y cnses. So it was. There was Ilot a sing/I;; vnenncy ill tll u nsylmu, whicL, 
at t.he time, contained over 600 beds, all occlIpied. :wd the gaols of the d ist1'ict 
were still cl'owded with lUll :l.tics. The contl1ldors employed to ilil prove mI d e llia.r/:,re 
tI le infirm:lJ'ics with the monoys grunted by the TrcMm), for tliat purpose, were to 
commeJlCO operations in the spl'i ng (some months after tho drLte of the Commi s· 
sioners' 'vis it); nIl .. l were the buildings t o relllain i(lle in the men.Htilllc? Tho)' flre 
now ~ nishec1 (r.nd have been so since May lust), and are reserved altogether for 
the sick. 

At OmiLgh Ihe Commissioners st..'l.te that the in'firmary was used as a straw-holl se Omngh. 
or granary; and, I lll ::t.y add. an admirable (me it made. Tho 3.sylum tl lCI'O W3S 
built /'01' 300 po.ticnts, t1nd at the time of the Commissioners' inspection, not haYing 
been long in oporation. it scarce ly contained the onc·h:l.lf of its number, whole COI'-
rido1'f; hei I1g untenanted, so thu.t if a mnlignant epidemic broke Gnt, persons n,ttnckecl 
uy it could bo ISejl:l1'!\ted from the rost of tlle illlU3.tcS as eft'ectufllly as jf t hey did 
not inll ilbit tllO sam e struct.mo. Under theso eil'CLJUlstances Ihe govcmol':; d id not 
C'..onsidcl' themst:lves justi fi ed in misapply ing tho public raf.c:s by maintaining, un 
infirmary stfl.lf: absolutely doing nothing. at a cost of at least ]00 t. a year. The 
snme may h I!! stated as l'egfll'ds the Killal'ucy Asylum, 1N hich, by order of the Boanl, 
was kept well nired by tli e temporary residence in it of tho cle rk · and storo· 
keeper. 

A t B el fast Asylnm the Commissioners stn.to that they fouud that the ]llfi l' rnarics Dclfast. 
were J]sCtl as common dormitOl'ies. But t he fnct is, t bRt ill consc<] llence of a number 
of meclianics be ing employed fit the timc ill effecting al t.e L-::~tious ill u, con tiguous 
portion of the building, iuvalids confined to lJed could not be placed in tiH:~1l1 h'y 
dny. On the second visit of' tho CommissiOlwrs, without tho P06't hoc howoycr 
b~ill?' the p"opte?' 'we, tho hospital wn.rds llUd been restol'ed to their propel' 
serYlce. 

'l'!tc Commissioners fi nd fnult with the omission to keep wille and PI'eSCl'iption Winelln,lprescrip
hooks, and in so doing iDstance the Cork and Limerick Asylums, which, it is pt·c- tion books. 
sUlllu,blc, were tho strongest and possibly the only cases they could adduce. But 

147. B wLile 



Council rules over_ 
looked by Cnm
mie-siollcn. 

Hcstmint. 

E ighth Ueporl:
p. 12. 

PAPERS RELAT!\\G TO 

wl\i!e ~l1I i lJla.d vcl'ti\1g on these instrmces of neglect, ns conflictiug with tue Pl'ivy 
CouneiJ l'cgul Mious, til which the Commi~i onel'S enjoi n a r ig id adhere nce, a' 

l'cfcrencc to tho nI les themselves would ha.ve shown tha.t t he I)h ys icians of t hese 
usylums WCl'e perrectly just ifiL:li in di spensing with the keeping of t.hose books; for 
1)" an amcll{]etl rul e passed on the lath of Ap ril 1844, and which wi ll hc founu 
in t he Appentlix t o t1 le Commiss i Ol I Cl'~' R eport (Vol. 11. , p. 531). t. 1'c phy:'. ic io.ll i s 
cmpow81'cd .{ til d iL'cct, either o?'atly VI' in wr itill,,!, (IS he shall t!tin!.; jJ1'oper, the 
comEO uf'moral Illld medical t reatment of the pn.ticn ts." By a. fur ther reforence 
to the TaMes l~ttl'lch cd to t he Commissioners' Report ( Vol. t , p. 46, Tab. 7). it 
will ue seen t hat t he total expeluli tu ,'c undcr t he !lend of" wino, porter, alld beer," 
nt the Limerick Asylu lll , du ring the yenr 1856, both for pat ients and serv:l.uts, 
mnolilltcd to 4 L. 08. 10 d .• [tmI fur IlI ctlicines :1.0 1.1 medical applinnecfl, I G i . 4 s., 
mIlk ing togetllel' 201, 4 s. 10 d., which would be at tbe l'n,te o f (l,bOllt a farthing' 
pCl'wook poe I' head, on both thosr1 ite!llS combincu ; (llid ut Cork. witI l 450 llll1l :ltes, 
tl l(' cOITc:'1loml ing item of 3~ l. 15 ,~. 5 d., woulcl , on a simila r calcllintion , a.m()Ull t 

to about three-eig hths of a penn y weeki), pCI' hcacJ , The aggrehl'll.te of til esc Sl1ms, 
" iz., 60 I., Lhe total cost for lIl c<i ici llC , wine, :tnd other stimulants, in two esb hlish
ments contnining uetwcen them 'over 800 inmates, c..'\,1l 110t but be looked all as 
c.-:trmuely rn ou.c rut(:: , cspecially co nside ring that in n metropoli tnll hO:'3 pitaL wjth 
less thn.n a tl li nl oj' t11C number of 1':1,tiunts, n si III iiln' expomlitUl'o docs not fall SIIOl't 

of 1,100 I. annually; no donbt a mo~ t Ilecc!:'sn rs ont lllY, but which conbnsted ""ith 
t he aho\'(~ figures stu,ll cls ou t ill ho lel rel ief. i may, therefore. ue lJ!u'done<l if I 
obsene that what the CommissiOlw)'S condemn ItS a fault" " indicati vo of g rcat 
negli6>'Cllce." (locs not contraveno the Pl'i"y Council Hulc in the slightest degl·ee; 
:md I c:nm ot but OKIJl'cSS my 8tl l'pr i ~c that they d id Ilot take tbe trouble of marc 
min utely inYI..'stignt.ing the cm18C of this assumed " n cg-li gentc" ueforo cll<l, I'actcl'~ 
ising it as the l'('.':>olt of" iudHcicHt i ll15 poet;i~1n." 

Th o Commi!;siollcl'!; j tlstly dwell 011 t he necessity of a stric.t eomplin.n('c wi th tI le 
23d of the Pri,'), Council ltll lc~, which n.--'fju il'l:s that instrUlllents of I'cstr!lint 
should be kept in the pos5L'~si oli of the m~l1:\g;or tmt il requ ired for use, anti t hat 
evory cn...:;c of n:straint or seciusiull ~ll oll ]rl Lc rccorded in tho" Morn ing Stilte
mont Book," illlltancing :t ca~c of lwg li genco in tl mt respect wh ie h t!:"11I1C lllaler 
t hei r ll ot icc nt th e Al'magil Asy lum , T ho inspect.o1'S lw,-vc had occmiioll, 0 11 W)lllO 
of tbeir yiF. its to d ifOtl'ict :t.'ty lulIIs, to noti ce ill fractions oj' this rul e; but, at t he SrLme 
t ime I Ilmst sn.y, th :lt no cnse of restra in t -i n"Vo h' ing Cl'llelty in a public asylnOl evel' 
came ll1ldel' th eir obsena.tioD. As t his su~jcct is one of "Vast im]Jol'tancc in l'cl:tt ion 
to the lIIanngcmcnt of lunatic asy lums ami the t reatment of llatients, I t l'ust )'01.1 1' 
LGrdship will purdon me for rcpl'Olltlcing from Our last Heport the sentiments of tJle 
inspectors thereon, and which are contained ill t il e following extrnct:-

v iews of inspeetgrs 
on restraint. 

" \Vith reference to physical coerc ion 01' mechnnicn.ll'cstl'aint :- I n the m ajority 
<I of' nsylums it is Glnployed in a.mitibrated fo rlll j in others it is se-Idom o r never 
.c llU.d r eCOlil'SO to. all this mooted subj ect we do not in t.cl'fc l'C, unless, as has 
" ocellsionally bn.plJencd on iuspcdion, we conside red thnt the :l.ppliancc8 might 
,r 1m purtially if not altogether ],(!lTIO\'llU. T he questiull is onl! lllOl'C properl y for 
" tho judg men t of the Local l\tled ict\J S uperiutendents j and as we be li eve t.b ey Q.l'C 

" nlihe infl uenced by the most 11llmane moth'es, and a uC15ire to do wbat is best 
" for the safety of tl(ei r patients, we wo uld deem it un n.d visable on QUi' pn.J't to In.y 
" down any nxC,,,a rulef( in reference to a system ou which enlightened p rn.cti
" tio llf"rs arc a t. i ~suc, and which rules could Hot eMi ly be cutol'ccd . l u our 
" opinion, howcvel', one most urgen t and nlmost insurUJoun table objection exist s 
II to mccll;'1uical r(.;'~ tmillt, ari~ing' f1'om the coating-ency of its u ciug ~nrrcptitiunsly 
"em ployed by attcncl:'Luts, in ordol' to avoid t l'onble, unl ess duo prec:tutions are 
II adopted by the I'csidcllt maullgf;lI'," 

Case of restraint 
at A rmng-fl 
Asylum. 

I ccrt:tillly must confcss that the Commissionel's' Report of what cn.mc to t heir 
Imow1edge in Al1n:tgh Asylulll gave me no less .regret than snrprise, a nd I imme. 
diately wrote to the physician of thnt institution for nn explanat ion of the Cll'cutn
st::l-llces; in doing ",1lieh ! conside red myself j usti fied, as one of tho heatls of a 
publi c departmen t, and wi tho ut any desire to sh ielcJ neglect or abuses, or to 1101d 
myself r esponsib1e fo r the :tcts of others, tl1C pt'Cvention of which no amount of 
ollieiul anxiety can at all t imes insure . I thought it but fair, and I am sat is6ed 
t hat n ei t her you r Lordsh ip nor the Commissioners \Viii con demn me for seek ing 
,elucida tion touching so grave a charge ; for I know none more inj ul'ious t o any 

institu tio n 

, 
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.institution ' 0 1' dCl'og:ltory to the character of any ]lerSOl1, howover ind irectly 

.-impugned , than one wl .ieh embraces cruelty towards a fe llow-being dcpl'i ved of 
rea.~on. 1 subjoin a copy of the anSW81' to my letter!- . 

"NI)' clea,- Sir, "A!'Il~~gh, At!O"usl 25. ' Explanation of 
"THn pmpol'tof youI' letter, 1',ccei l'ed thi~ l~ol'llillg, 1 wus no! alt.ogether l1nprep:l~ed fllr, as visiting pllysiciv.n. 

r hud learned thnt the RepOlt of the COlLlnmislOncrs, so fal' as our asylilm \\'£\9 concerned was 
nut lihly to be fnvourilhle. ,Vith l'e fel'en~e to the pntient reported to be ti ed. dow,: and 
pncl lot keci, it.is but :'ig;ht to .t:;ta l ~ tllat the in~iyidu;11 nlluded t.o is one or o~ r TIlOS/ ,danger. 
Qm; lllldfmntlcall!J Violent epllephc cases. Aller un attnck, bls stnle of "loll'nee I;; "neh, 
thrcalt'lI ill!S not only to de!<lroy him"!!! !' but everyone that comf'S ill con tacl with him, that 
it is lI bsoluleiy ne,ccs8~I'Y t ~) con fi ne ,h im ~t once to bed, nlld accurd ing to the dCgJ'ees orhls 
\'iolellce to n::;trnm hlill With I\. strnlt waistcoat, or t J sirup him to hi!! bcd : ami not tll1fre· 
qUf'ntly, owing to hi.; superhllm An strength, at the ~e tillle~, enabling him to tear th e waist'-
con t to tatter !', we have tf) ;llC:l'<!a~e tile restr,\int, fllstenin;,,:; hi!\ lel;s tngcthcl' by Slntp~ alld 
Ien t ilei' muffs, wh i ~ h we SI'CUl'e l,y i'l very smf)ll padlock fi lld key, Now, thi!; is the mude of 
re~ II'l: l int Hndel' wh ieh the COlllll1 issiOHers I'ouml the ptltie nt \\~len dl~y visited the asylum, 
andjreqllcllaJl ~'i/lce t/len i.t JlllS bu n 1'ecessmy to restrai1l./lim i1! prt'cisrly tlte same way" 

" 'Ve have 110 padded room in this nsylum ; and ir WI:! had, boUI thc manager Gild [are 
or opiniotl th il t it wOllld not meet. the requircmenb of such a case" ' hnvc heen upwards of 
sCI'en years physician to thi s asyl\1m, alld during the whole of' which I h rtvc not kO(lwn tt 

viol el1 t '"pilept,i e to do hal"m to himself or others, ot' even to suffer from sores (11' illJl.ry to 1he 
arms OI'jeg!1o ; Illld all this 1 consider to be owing 11.1 thc judieloll s rl'stmint n_dopted" ' 

II A;c, to II pa tient being in bed si x ru()nth~, there a rl! three in til e hOllse wLo arc bed
riddcn; one, nn old man from contracted limbs; the olhel' a case of nnremiil., with ~J'eat 
O'enel'al debili ty; the tllil'd i;; n. pOOl' idiotic old man , w ho ha!; 110t bodi ly health to pcrmit 
~i s sitling up" As to pnl'icnh:l not having \.Ieen seeu hy me, I visit the asy lum three limes 
in !.h~ week 1'e~lIIRdy, and ofteul..'t' wl\en occasion requi l'{'s, and nt eacl l linl e 1 ascertain who 
may be ill theIr beds from illllt!~S , alllI oftell visit them ~ep[lnl\(·ly, I enter in a bonk kept. 
lot' thal purpose ",Jm! ailments they labom" under, wllo lllay be I'c;'; lI'flmeri eJ1he,' in 01" out. (1f 
bed, and tht! renson and k ind of' rest raint. J3esiJ es thi s, { see t.lle patients at eole!! "isit in 
th eir respective wi.lrds or {lay-rooUls, 

" , Vi th I'egal'd to my not Imvil.g !,lcen the pa tient rc pol't.-d a u, I llad 1I0t seen him on the 
day of the Conlmissionel'!!.' " isil (hut had 00 the df'y hefol'e), as t hcy were at the a~ylmn 
lJel'ol'l~ me" 

.< Our a~y lLlm IJils been now thir ty-Cour ye,1rs in opeli\tio ll, bei ll!; th!! first dislril:t u;;yliuu 
eSlaLlisiled; nllU I bel ieve tllllt 110 illstitu tioll in tile kingdom h:H; u~c n ml.lr~judicl()l\~ l y, 
mOl'e hum:lIIcly, nt' more succes::; fllily conuuctcu. 

<t Believe me lO be, &c" 
" 'J'Jw11lm; CWlling, 

., Vis i ti n 1~ P hysician to tbe Armagh Aii)' lum." 

\ 

Now, WCll'e f, to-lllOlTOW, on visiting no public nsylullJ, to fiud!"l. pat.ient eonGIl(;(l JnspeClOI"SI'cmor!o, 
Hi:! l'cjlol'tl'd by the Comm issioners-although from the flLe!-, of his pCl'ilOnaJ U1Cll ll'" tltel'eon. 
iiness being nttclHled to, and even th e particu lar cou!:ltruct.ion of the bed , I cou ld 
Dot p ossihly dccm tha.t patient ncglc('teJ.- I cel'tuini)' should not concea.l my 
appl'eb en:sioDs that the l'cstl"lliut wus too grea.t; bu t if a gentleman convcrsn.nt 
wit h tle case, of ack nowl e dgcd abilit ies, high professio na.l sta.nding. :md the most 
humune cho.ract<>l', tolU Inc that he consider'cd it absolutely necessary I should 
hesjtn.t(~ h efor'C intel'fcring ,,,itl! tho tl'Cfltlllont adopted, or assuming th o rcspon-
sibility (Jf o.uy accident that might ensue froD'! such iuten'ent ioll" 

The Comnlissiollel'S repo rt. t.hat at the Ca.rlow D istl'ic t Asylum" II man sufferi ng Gase at CarloI\'" 
froID dJ"o~sy was tied down to his bed Ull\l locked u p i n his cell" without tho 
knowleuge of the visiting physician. ] ma.y hero antici p:Ltc au in:l.ccliracy of 
meaning as to "cells," 'l'hey ru'c single sleeping-rooms on the ground-floot', t l!c 
doors opeuing on them h:wing- L"perturE's aIJOltt six i]l(!iJes by fOlll' for tIle pUl'pOSC 
of inspection, nile! closed fol' the mor.t }H1.l't witli fl. small sVl'ing bolt, The case, as 
l'cportt!d by tIle visitiug find resident. physicialls, ~t:lIl1Js thus:- "]\1. D", a{hnittcd E;\:planllti(ln (If 
" 2Gth December 18.5t'i, labouring under Bright's di sease of tlle kidney, was at vis iti[]g phytidnn, 
"once pla.ced ill bed under medical treatment, his diet, breml , t ea, eggs, stl'ong 
"bl'Oth during t he uny, occasiolla.lly hoiled m eat for d in n~l", On t lJe 17th 
H Fcbrunry 1857, the Comlllissioners visitl:d, On tb~ 2:Jd his h ead hCGamc 
" involved, ami m ercury was In.l''g~ly givcn; in f1 woek hc began to imJ)l'ove and 
" the tll'opsicnl symptoms gl'uthwlly disnppcnn'll By the middle of April be ·wus 
t< able Lo go ubo u t the gl'olll1tls" He had been pointed out on two ol'cu.<; ions to 
"the noLice of the inspector (in Augtlst aIH1 0etobcr), tbe bo<lilyhealthcontinuiup 
"good" His iusanity increased in N ovcmlJel', when symptoms of general paralYSIS 
" snpel'vene d , in consequclIce o f whidl he was placed ill ' a. watcl'-bed, and CttW-
" fully nttenc1e(l until Lhe ua.te of his dcmi~c, the 1st of D ecember," 
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Dr. O'l"leara, the visiting physician, in 11is communication on the su1uect, 
states :- " l had tho 11Onour to necompnny the Commiss ioners. D-- was in n. 
" sing le-bedded bom'llod roolll , lyillg on hi s right side, very much swollo11 from 
(( drop"y. The centro of his bod had bucm recently wet tecl by t he pat ient j in 
" othl;! l' respects it was perfcctly el cn.n. A wide web hel t was. buek led at one side, 
" and went aCrOS.~ the bed , lcavillg fL considerable spnea between it :md the body 
"when reclining . H e had been six weeki3 ill bed on tIla day ill qnestion, lahotll"
"ing under deIlw utia, vel'Y much swollen from dl'OPSY, taking' purgatives and. 
I< rliul'etie medicines, vnssi ng all lIis excretions unde r him from the commcnco~ 
c, lnel1 t, yet there was not 1~ sign of excoriation on any part of him. Tlut our 
U d ut ies were efficiently JX'liormed, and hi s medicines d uly udministel'ed, we have 
" presumptive pI'oofin the llisto l'Y :lnd favourable termination of his bodily dis
" case'S ; and fIB regn.rds tho 101t, it was placed thel'C oy the warelel' without any 
" rlutlL orlty whntevc?l", and merely for the v uq lose, he says, of llrc\'en ting t he patient 
f< f rom rolling ou t of bco in bis absence." 

.. When the Commissioners visited the lIsylum, we hud t~ larger number of hUH\
" ti cs tlmlL usual confined t o bou, mnny of them regardless of the call s of nat.ura ; 
" tlwy were all carefully examined, and thero was not an individun.l in the house 
.. sutlc ring from the sLightest excoriat ion or nppe!U1mceofn. sore. This f:.\ct speaks 
" of tho care beslowed upon thei r charge by the attendants; and h ad not t ile 
j , residcnt physicial1 bcen prevcnted from going !'OulLlI to inspect in the usunl 
.. mannel', oy being occupiell in the pl'opul'ntion of books for the C ommissioners, 
" Ihit::! solitary oversight could not hn,ve oceul'red." 

In the Omagh Asylum thc Commissioners state they found n. bed in nse fol' the 
" refractory patients," the dcscri})tion o f which is of so aml)iguolls a k ind , and 
being' r~lso restricted to one extract ina..ccurately taken ii'om the evi llcncc, as pos
si bly to l eave tm UIljust impression of its eharllcter in the mind of a casuall'oad cr, 
from the BUPllositioll that it wns employoll as a mean i:! of punishment . To l'emOVQ 
all doobt as to the mea-ning of tho term, pcrlmps, I had better ol)serve, fO!' YOl1r 
Lordship's infornlfLlio Ll , tbat lloisy a.ud t rouhlcsomc IUllatics a1"C classified u nder 
UIC head of " refractory," bu t '1'110 nt t he same timc may be quito h fl,l"mle~s, as 
lnllSt Im,'c been evi dent to tho Comllli8sionel's. The l'eSillOllt physician wus 
exam ined ru:5 to its utility j but as no nmrginrLl reference is g iven in thc tcxt of t.he 
Rep01t, to h is cvidcllCC on tIle subject, it may escape your Lordship's attention, 
to l)l'evcu t which I shall tako the liberty of quot ing it here . ~c This bed i6 ouly 
used at, nightjor violent pal'iclI ts who ar e in t he habit ~f fletting up, b1"eaking out, 
" and b,'u,l. king windows. It is sufficion tly high to allow the pa.tient to tum and 
Ie draw up hi s limbs, und to do eyer)' thiug except sit up. When ly ing, there is 
co a space of fOllr teen inches between the patien t and the bars. No person was 
.. cver inju red in it. 1t was myown intl'Qd uctioIl; i t OCCULTed to me wIlen every 
" meuns failed wi tb a patient. We t ied her to keep her in her room an d prevent 
" ]ler fi'om destroyin g herself, or gettinp; out of the window, and then '1'0 adopted 
" t h is plan and fOllurl it most successful. She was able to go home iu a.bout six 
week s li fter she was placed in it." J may observe thnt the lmtient in whose case 
t lJis bed wns tried , useet , when l)laced in a padded-room , u.s was thc ca.'3e n(; first, 
to strip hersel f naked, indulging in the m ost d isgusting practices wIlen alone in it . 
SllusCf'[nently, on returning to the n.sylum , suffcring ull/l el' a. most violont attack 
of mania, Rnd while passing :1.Ioug the corridor, observ ing Lh e be t! , moyed by olle 
of thoso impnlses illdieative of reason e-ven in the wildes t momentR of ill !'>anity, 
aud momentarily consciou!; of the benefit she had derived fm lll ils u8e,she illsisted 
on at oll ce occllpyilJg it . As illust1'llti\'c of the {[Let tliat., though the casual visi tor 
may l'Cgard tlds bed with di strust Ol" dislike (n.nd I candid ly confess t hrtt I do not 
mllcll admire its appearance) , it is not looked upon with such feelings by t he 
inmates t.hemsc!ves; I may illstnnee a case wMeL came unde r m y own observation 
during ~\ l'€('-ent visi t to the asylum. A female patient, labouring under t he 
delusion of being nt nigh t stII'l'olliu lcd hy persons wl lo endeavoured 10 C<1u y her 
off by force, begged of me to give directions to have he!' placed ill the bed. I 
suggested to the resiuen t ]lllysicia.ll to (Lo so; and I have since lenrnc(l that the 
delusion was gradually subsiding. 

As re~urds clinical illstruction, and the benefi ts li kely to accruo from a wcll
leguJo.tec1 system of lectmes 011 inH1.ni t)', while nn xious t o uphold, as 1'<.n· as 
pmcticnble, t.he Prh 'y Council Heguialioll s on t.he subj ect (and wldeh had been 
llnssed th rough the instrumelltalily of L ord St. Leonarc1s, who too k such It deep 
interest in matteI'S of lunacy), I would observe, in answe r to t lle C ommissioners, 

that 
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that tIle carrying out of these regulations depended a.ltoget.her on the Boards of 
Governors. 

For some yems c1inic81 clCl'ks hnll been n.ttached to the Ric1mlOnd Asylum, nt 
an expense of' board and residence ; lat terly nt IL commuted allowllllce fol' bonrd, 
but still having residence. The Gove rnors fi nd ing tha.t t he meci ic."l.1 staff of the 
institut ion bad to be incl'eased, and that, too, a.t a very grcnt expense, did not 
deem t.h emselves j Llstified in nlJ[lt'opl'iating fI. pOl'lion of the public mtes to the 
support of' lHtl'ties from whom the institution derived no cquival~nt benefits, and 
whose connexion 'l'itL the establishment was ]ll'oductive of no practical results in 
a scienli fic point of view. No doubt t,,,o of the physicians well \'ersed in t he 

-

subject, Drs, Mollan und Banks, a.nnolluced their i nten tion of giving lectures on Lectures, 
the tl'eatment of i tl Bflnity; but these lectul'cs not b eing numel'Ql1sly attended, 
little encouragement ,yas given for theh fnrthcl' continllfl.nCe ns t en.chel' s. At 
Belfast, also, similar lectures were announced; but. no person attended, 

If lhe experience acquired in lunatic asylulll s by the nttt!nding physicians is to 
be Jll'uctically brought into oJ)cl,:ttion-as I tllink should he the caile-J hOlm that 
L ord Elcho, MI'. H cmllam, MI'. Cowpet' l or whoever else mny bring in n Bill for 
the improvement of medical education, will introdueo fL clause rendering it 
obligatory on ca.ndid<1tcs for employment in the navy, army, or colonies, to attend 
a COlll'SC of lectures on insan ity. If such be done, I am q uite sure t hat t.he 
Go,'ernors of the R ichmond Asylum, as well n.s those of tbe COl'k nnd llelfrtSt 
A sylum, will be most happy to nIlow students to visit these establishm ents, under 
cel'tnin l'estl'ictiol1s ; but [ do not th ink it q uit.e fair that the rn.tep[\),crs of nny 
district should be put to the expense of afiol'cl illg bo3.l'u and lodgings to studen ts 
tot. .... ny unconnected with lheir institution. 

\OVORKHOUSE8, 

'Vi th reference to ,,,,·ol'khousc.'S, all{t their unfitness n.'i places of residence for Workho Ll$CS. 
lunat ics, there cannot, exist a difference of opi nion; amI the sentiments of the 
Commissioners on this point nrc simply n. re-echo of t hose so frcC] uen tly ]ll'OITlu l-
gatetl Ly the inspectors in t.heir reports . But though dllll cat'e and nttention to 
thei)' com forts are not bestowed on the insrtne in poorbouses, through the medium 
of regular atteudants, it is but justice to the autho rities to :ltl d, that the deficiency 
is main ly nttl'ibutnble to the strict law of union discipline. which, not recognising 
paid sel'vants in workhollses, fOl'bh18 t heir employment; consequently the demented 
and idiotic classes are dopen<lcnt on the clw1'ilable offices of the pauper inmates 
of these institutions. If at any time it mny become nceessary to ho..v~ l'ecOLll'SC to 
workhouse accommodation for luna.tics, I sbould , wi th fill deference, object to the 
saUl e establishment being converted to the double purpose of a P OOrllOUSC uud an 
asylum ; and, indeed, I doubt whether it could be satisfac torily effected. L nnc1 
must be taken, and it is admitted thut the adapt.ation of a building to objects 
totally diffcrent from those for which it wfiS originnlly designed , is nearly as 
expensive a.. .. t,he erection of a new establishment, Different kitcbens, wash-
hOllses, out-offices. inclosures-all wou ld be l'equil'cd, 

The Commi!;f:;ionel's IJropose that u worlbouse should be selected 'where there is Commis.;ioncrs' 
b b'I' f d' ·r J 1 l' k' I method of Iclcct-a. pm a llty 0 11Cl'manent Sllnl'8 nccommo fLtlOn, ell,nllot 18 1) t Ull 1l1!l' t lnt a ..., ing wor1, hOU5C 

strict observance of this rul e migh t refmlt in a sacrifice of conveni ence to many accoillmodntioll 
]unatics antI epileptics, in seeking to provide a suitable pla.ce of residence fo l' liallle to objection. 
whom its facilily of ncccS8 shou ld be t be most important conside l·n.tion. For 
example, the poorhouse of Bel'cha.ven, which is situated in a l'cmote part of Ihe 
couuty of Cork, ma,y be no longer neces~ary ns n. workhouse; is it to be selectorl 
bofo1'e such a. ccntrnllocality n.s D umnanwny? llut the Commissioners' ]ll'oposition 
t hat the ma.nagement or supervision of workhouse asylums should be divided 
between two distinct bOllies, the Doard of Governors and the flo:\l'd of Guul'dinlls 
- tho fonner to coutrol and the iatt,er to visit and impcct, is one, in my opinion, 
fl'o,UglJt with difficulty, and which, if acted upon, might iea<1 to a collision of 
authority, than wllieh not-hing could be more to be d eprecated, Umlel' whatevel' 
arrangement, I would limi t the st... .... ff of a chronic hospital - bo it a coun!rteu 
work house 0 1' a new <:trection _ to a resident physician, clerk, head n nrse, the SlaE of workhollso 
ordina.ry domestic servants and attendants; one of tlle lo.tte)', on 0.11 o.,'o!'ag'e, to nsylum. 
every 20 patients, Thus, tnking everything iuto accol.lnt, I calcnlato t.hat the cost 
of m n.i nt[l.ining n number of lunatics in one of these plain structures wOllld 'Le 
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101YC1', by at least n. tlJird, than the expense of t.heir maintenance III a district 
asylulll. 

\Vi th rc,gr.rcl to " proyi!ll.'ini fl..'J)'h\lns" 111ld their inu]lplicn.bii ity, ~he Commis-
8ion t'1'~ fu lly !suppOl't the Jl !'ev j oLl~ ly pub li sht:c1 opinions of tho inspectors. 

DA NG Il HOUS L UNATJCS. 

\·\'j lh rdcl"c licc to tlle cOllllnittnl of dangorol1s lunat.ics to gaols, I deem its 
eonti llll{LUCe uthisabh: lIlalcr certaiu exceptional Cit'CulUstnllcCs, :l.'!. wheD depositions 
to a Se riUlIJ:i o/Jonco ~ffUill t:t life or property are duly laid, in order thal (tho law 
thus t:lking' cogni5lancc of tho acq, t he pn.rt y Oll recovery ltla.y 10 l'e-trll.llSl lIitt cu. 
to pl"i!:)o u, t() stund his t.rial; in ord ll1:1ry (,:u~es. howeY('l', wh en minot" charges are 
mari e, 01" tile j~pp J' eheu::l.ion of clang-el' simply is sworn to, it cCl'ta.inly "\'Quld be 
more j udicious to se.lHl tll!) pCI'Son di rcct to tbe asylum, it be ing t"atisf.wtorily 
})l"o\'cd that it was n ease chargeablc to the llistl"ict, nnd th .~t the re was accommo
dation ill the asylulll . 

One of'the principal cnuses or abuse g l'bwi llg Oll t of lhe Acts 1 & 2 VicL, c. 27, 
amI 8 & !l Viet., c. 107" arl)~c li'olll the economy to their famili c!S wi ti l -which 
persons committed as dangerons lunatics were COI IYCYCU to g-aols, and th<:'ucc 
t.L'allSfcl'I'od to tlsyluDlS, umlct" the cstort of the poli(!c, aud at t he cost o f the 
count.y; to ol"'jate wllicll, in case the ]lower of committ.:J.1 to asyl ums should be 
grautetl, as n.'c()lllmcmJed, I would PI'0jlOiJU that no 1)l a.g js tl"atl~ should take nuvt'Lll_ 
tnge of the 1i(, I 'vic~s elf t ile poli ce, lInl ess tho Iln.rlies deposing to the illsanity 
depofled aho to a. wallt of llletlllH on the PUlt of the il1llneuiate relati ves, to conycy 
the lun atic to rho asylum. 

1t i8 fini te clctH·, Ilowevcr, that lllltil n.de<jllateusylum accoillmodation is seolll'od, 
t.he tr:lJIsmis,'Sinn of IUllat ics 1.0 gaols will cont.iullo a necl:ssity, there being n.lways 
:-.. certainty o f rOOlll t herei n, howcver m llch the association ill t helll of t he 8..'\lle and 
insrillc i ~ to he I'c"grcttcd. 

Apart. fro m tbe gCJlt!ml cOIU:lidcrnt ioll 01' l it e qllc~t i oll, thero is OIlC fl?atll l'c of it 
j tltinm~dy coullceted with the in tel'es ts of tile mtUj):L)'l:rr; of tJJ(I City of Dublin, to 
\vhich 1 beg to jU\'jto yOU1' LOl'dsl, j ]J '~ atten tioll. For ll llllly YCfUS tbe 10c;11 
tuxation foJ' the mai ntellancc of Jl UJ"1.;c)] I~ not. natives of' tile rll(~tl'o po li !l , who had 
been com mitted to the city gaols IUO d:lH..g"Cl'OlLS lun[].ticr;, Imtl thence trnn flFc l'l'cd to 
the H.ic1I111Ol"ld As)'lulll, fOl111ell tho 15ubjcct of tl iscllS::'10 n nt corpomte meeti ngs, 
fl'Ctllle lltly Plldjug in rcmonstrances add ressed to tho Government. So impol'tnnt 
was the question rcg:lt(l ecl, that:t. de putation from tue town eonucil waited on the 
R oyal COlllmissionel'3, 8000 nfter tilcjl' assembling io Dub! in, jn ol'der that thml1gh 
their interfe reuec this injustice might be remedied. 11lC COlilmissioners promised 
to {li l'fJct tlleil' ptu'ticulal' at tention to the sllbjec t. T he result of tbeir in"est i ga~ 

tious is g iven at page 2 1 of thcir Report, wit ere they represent the evil n.>;; "incidental 
to all large citief', ancl state that t.hey "obtninecl returns from t he poliee authorities 
" of Dub! in of the ll uJnber of dn.n g-el'ol1f\ lun atics committecl within the ' Metro
" 'Jlol itan Polic~ Dist.rict, during the fhe rears ('.ommellcilJg with 1852" distin 
... glli!!11iug the lo('a.lit ics froll! which such ]le rSOns had eomc. From tllese it 
.. , :lppC:I\"s thnt of 639 persons commiltcd i ll Iha.t period, ouly 48 tlrc described as 
" , JlOt belollging to D!.lbliu.'" No,,", according to t.heir own showing, it is plain 
tL::. t the COllllUi8Siouel's b bourecl uudcl' a m isconception, at the very heginning. iri 
sl:'ckillg for returns, Hot merely applyi1lg to the met.l'Opoli tau borough-the ::u'ea of 
eit)' t.axn.lion- bu t cxtelltl ing' t.o tile entirc ]fetrnpoiitll1t Police Dis[1'ic/, the Jatter 
includilJg some of the nlost populnus towns in the county Dublin. Hence, 
instt.'ad of lilnithlg" t,11 e ll nmbl'r- aR sllOnhl IHtvc been the ca!'-\e- to tbose aduatly 
c.:oiJIl/liUed to cit!) prisons, 111lmlwrillg' 428. and \\"110 aiolle could uecome charge~ 
able to the city, they include ill theil' l'ctlU'ns III otbcrs, who 'were commi tted 
t o the COUll!'.), gaol at Kilmaillham, lmd were, cOHscquellUy, totally beside the 
q ucidion. 

As regards tbe I'etut"ns thomselves-which should have been 428 instead of 539 
-the Commissioners do not seem 1.0 hn.ve al)plicd in Lhe p ropel' quarter, und COll~ 
sequently It:tye fallen into a \·eI)' serioll~ errol', to rect ify which I beg to st:t.te th:Lt 
t11e [letnal 1Ju1lI1Jcr of persons committci\ to city gaols, fir; ll:tngcl'ous llll w.t.ics) in 
the quinqucnnial period endiug with 185G, fl.H1onnted to 428, rtf rl, /!om 268 were 
lIot 1vdives of t lte 'I/IdJ'opoli.~. ' 

ll'roUl tllCllll sing le facts yom Lordship Cl\ n llot fail to pOl'cQive that tho t.own 
coullcil ilad am ple justificatiou f( their compln.in ts, and that the inspectors were 

\\"an anted 

," 



LUN ATIC ASY LUM S (IRELAND). 15 

wnl".l':lllted ill stating, ill th eir last Parliamentary R eport, c; Such are the illlluce- Vag"ants. 
" ments, and such tho tendency for idlers UlHl mendic:l.nts,* amongst wh om tbe 
Ie in sane may bo l::t.rgely numbered - as well ns for perso ns on business avocations Opinion il of 
IC -to congregnto in l:11'ge towns, that they become till ed with au C'xtrallCous inspectors. 

" popu lat ion; we nud, fol' inst..'l.ncc, ill Dllhlin a fal' grenter pro p01·t ion of lunutics 
u commiltcrl as dangerous than ohtai ns with n. similar Hurnber of inhah it.an t,; in 
.. rural districts; and hence it becomes liahle fO l" the maintenance of those who, 
c, ]WOpcrly speaking, have no claims upon il s chnrity. We believe tha.t rulls oue-
" th ird of the inmntcs whose supp~rt at tll e Richmond is defrayed by tho cily are 
U uttel' stranger'S, and a. tax of neal' 2,0001. l.l. year 1'3 t h tl s i mposed on tho ratcp 
cc p:l.yers. Forty ·nille fe males, fr om diffe rellt parts of thH country, h:~1.Ve becn COlll~ 
c, m itted to Gnmgegol'mall within the pedod ofthi~ Hepol't j nnd Oil twu occasions 
U during t he last ),('301', wl~,e n analysing t ile number of lunatics eonfincd tllcrc, we 
" found, l bnt out of IG I!!cven we re from different. di stant counties-one 0-[ thc m so 
C! rcmote t\S K erry. A fo reign sailor, for instance, becomi ng dangel'Ollsly insane 
U on board a "esse,l in the port Il l' D uhlin , is qu it e :\s ch aq:renbl ~ Oil the cit)' for 
'c t ho pcrio(l of his detention, were it even lo extend o ver forty ycnl's. as a nnti,'e 
" of the liber ties, tlcsccu c1a.nt of a. family resident therein for ge nel'3tio ns. T his 
. 1 nbusc cannot be said to exist t hroughout t ho coun try to :til extent which conld 
.. provc locally projlulici:Ll, 11 sort of recip rocity bf1illg practically established 
" bet. ween one connty anel nnothcr ; the injustice to th e metropolis becomes, 
" therefore, more evidont, and tbo necessit.y for upplying a remedy more l)J'cssing," 

THE HARDWICKE CRLLS. 

The Commissioners, n:..re l'l'ing to t h i!; est..'lbli shmen t, which, at the peri od of 
their ·visit t hereto, in 1856, was altogether under t he ('ontrol of the 1'00r Law 
Boa.rd, reprcscnt it as uisgrn.cefu l1y cond ucted, IC the wretched in ma.tes in a. mosl, 
" u nsatislilctory state, nnd )'cflectiug lUllCh d iscredit Oil all cOllccl'IIcd iu i t H 

"umnllgemcnt." T!Ji ~ cer tninly is pla1n speaking; b llt it occasioll i.l.Jl y happens 
thllt the stl'ength r)f the InnguagCl weukcus the fol'cO of t he ul'gnmellt. h'om n 
pOl'uso.l of the l'cmarkS of the Commissioners, to the effect that " hfLppily tbe 
IC a ttention of the Lord Lieutenant WllS called to its eot1( litioll," and" tlw result 
'c W<lS, that in 18 57 til e hmntics were removed by order of Govcl'Ilmeut to Lucan," 
their opinion being" previously sol icited by t ho Lor'd s of the Trensllr}'," the 
infere nce would no.t undly be, that the Commissionors ha.d heelllllai nly iustruUlcnta l 
ill effect ing the transfel'ence. Out slich inference wou ld be entirely e lToneous, 
inasmuch 3.':1 t.b eir removal had been decided on long prim' to the appoin t lfltmt or 
the Commission it."3elf. 

The H al'l\wicKe cells and Island-l.ll·il1gc est.abl ishmellt~ originntc(l in n relllO'rn! 
to them of th c olrl HO l1se of Industry patien ts. The Isln,nd~bridge bmnch, con
tainitlg for a time n. lut'gc munbol' of 11111atics belonging to nnc1 supported by tile 
district, wa.s closed foUl' ye:1.I·s ago on the re pol't 0.nr1 I'ccommencln.tion of the 
inspectors, who, so fa.l' back as 1848, l'epl'esmtcd both establishments n..s J:ltO l!!t 
u nsuitable places for jnsanp. patients. The D ublin Hospitals' Coullnissioll) of 
w hich Lord Talbot ue l\'hlla.hidc was cbairmn.lI , in order to ellJal'ge lhe area of 
t he Whitworth F ever H ospita l, recommended t he aboli t ion of those cdls or 
d orm itories, t o wllicb were attached two large dnY-l'ooOlS nuu two ail'ing COUl·ls. 

Ear]y i ll 1856, Colonel Lnl'com, the Ullder Secretary, find one of the POOL' Law 
Commissioners, intimatod to the inspectors the pl'oj>osed arrangement, desir ing 
them to ou tain a commodious residence, in a lJ e,~l thy situat ion, nnd with sttfficicnt 
land. The ill speclors accordingly visited vari ous localities for ~his object i had 
much personal and ofl:icinl communication on the Sll bject with the Ulldcr Secretary, 
and he with the Treasury. It was ultimately agl'ccd on, as the most advisable 
plnn. to commit the lunat ics in question to the care o t' Dr. Stewart, late GovcrnoJ' 
of Lhe House of Industl'Y at Lucan S pa; the inspectors having fil'st visited and 
l'(>pol'ted on the healthfulness of the situation and the interior accommodatioll, as 
wall us certai n al terations to !.Ie oRe cted ill the b uilding itself and the fo rma l ion of 
airing grounds, It is most agreeable to find Ihat the Commissioners wore so 

p leased 

~ BL'om H.eturns. fllnlishcd me .by Mr. Corry Connellan, Inspector-gencral of l'ri ~Oll s. il nppc!us 
thut the IllLmbcr of peI'8()n& COlllmLtteti us vagrlluts to thc two Cit.y 01 Dubl in PriSOLIS in tilt; yelll' 
1852, amounted to 10,971 . 
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pleased with the condition pre:o.entctl l.Jy t Im pationts on tlleir visit to Lucan 81)3. 
H ouse l'nrly 1n 1857. Still , ItS a mattei' o f justice to the au thorities under whom 
they ~I:.d bccl~ previously plnccll, it may he observed that, sett ing u,tart the Ycry 
SUl'C1'10r locuhty an tI fm' bettor arrangemen ts of Lucan 81'& House, while the 
inllmLcs of it WCI'~ under the sll pcl'illtendcnce of t ile sume hend o1iiccr and 
8(~ I'V=lI\ tS, the same bert". llCldding, [iIIOll, .:dothoi:i, furnitul'e, &c., and:t vcry ~imilar 
dicta!'y, were in usc as whell tllO COlllmissioncrl:J inspected them ill tllo HOllse of 
ludmst,l'Y. 1 lllay fur ther remark, as t he best pro()J t hat these jucum.Lle lunatics 
WOI'(.: lI ot altogether so much ncgiecte(l during t heir residenco in tLe Hr.nLwickc 
eells, tbe fact that the mortality fl.1Il0 11hrst them in 1856 WflS only sit, per cent , OJ' 
fally th,'ee per cent, 1Iluler the onliIlILry t\ \'crage in asylums generally. 

EXP.EN DJ'l'UIl.]-A CCO r.ti'liQ DA '1'1 0 N - LF~GISr..A 'l'ION. 

E.~vcndllun' , I estimate the totnl cost of nmintcnanco fOl' tho humtic POOl' ill I reland, when il 

rC,!jnlm syst~'JII of aecommOll:l.tioli will have been est ab li!\Jted, nn ll provision 
:rffonlcd fo r 6,250 Illlticnt!;.l, :ll about 110,000 I. :t. yeal'-a Suln wh ich, levied on 
the wilDie gn\ud j ury rateable propel'ly, woul d he 2.[ d. in the pounLl stel'liJJ<1'. 
'Yore these G,2GO sillll)ly pnl1l'CJ)'f; in union wOl'khollSes, the eXpCJ1SC of theft' 
SUppOl't would he ill round lHlJ'tlbcJ'lJ very 11 e:1.l' ly 55,000 I., of which oue·lw.lf 
would be )myaLle by tIle oWlLers in lc(); uut as the grandjUL'Y tax is al together levied 
0 11 the occupying tenant , tho ·wholo 1 j 0,000 t. wi ll become an i nnncdiato bUI,thon 
on the i~lI'Ining elmes, HOIICO your Lonlship will pcrceh'e tlmt, liS the law 
stnn ll s, when, on the incl'cilse 01' c!l largl~ lllel1 t of :l. l:iyllllns, the insane inmates ot' 
pool"ho\1i3es arO drnftcd to them, tlJU ()cullpying t UlllLll t l'J will bu doubly taxpd for 
t ll d r 1,u.1.illtellnl1 CL', illLlcJlcndcliL 01"' tIll: tcrmillfllJle clwl'gu of 14 )' Cfl.l'S for l'epny. 
lIl(.mt.!:I to tho Tl'easul'y ill. lifjlli<1:lting the cu~H of' cl'uc lin g" the jnstitlltions them ~ 
selves. Doth cxpendi tllrcs COlli hi ned m:~)', hy ::m nppl'Ox lilmLe supposition, be set 
dow1\ (as 1 shll.H cntlca,Your t.o fi huw ill the sequel ) :I t ]39,000 l. :\l lUlH1.lIy, lo r ~t 
pCl'iod \,:ll'yillg fro m I I to 14 )"C'J. l's. 

l ha\'e :\"c l'ng~(l the e;cncnll mtc (I f 11l·11i ntcl1:l.1ICO at 21 d. ill t.he POll ll (I, bllt, 
llllfol' t.unntol y, 'I'hell it comer:! t o lw [1lHdysc(1 , it will appenl' t hat not ollly the 
l'at e[1 11I~· bn.sifj ,lincrs in llistricts, bl1t th~Lt w!Jj l ~t it is in t he c1 i1'cct ratio as to 
P01111lat iorJ, it b; inversely flS to wualth ; ill ut!l el" wonl::., the l)OOfet' t\nd 111 0)"0 
i ll hu Lit.e tl t lJC cOl\n ty, the gl'el\tcl' the ~~<:SCS5mcnt fo r the bui ltling and sn]»lOrt of 
hmntic as)" Iun18. ]~o l' ex~mplc,takingthecoun tiefl o/' l\b,yo aml Meath; Griffi tli's 
Y:llnation of the fOt'mer is :-)00,0001., its population 274,000. :MC'Uth !.tiL.<; n. popu
lution of on ly 140,000, 'vhil!'it its vnlun.tion 1'0f1,clH!s 549,000 l. Assnmillg, 1'01' 
f\.1'gulllent' sak e, t.he ex istell cu of 0110 asylum IUlHltic jn every t,llow:m.ml, ami his 
cost ofmuinten:mce 17 1. i1. yenl', Mnyn would kwe to 1m)' 3 :i r/, ill tho IJOllJHI, und 
i\Icuth would escape at less t.lml1 a tuil'd of t lmt ra te . 

A,·CtIllUIICldatioll . Haviflg Hilts gonel·n.lised on tho s llbject of (;}i.llcmlitme, I will 11 0W ndvcl· t to the 
proposed in Cl'Ca.C3e of accommodation for t11C insnllc in regard to b/llt/tic a:,:ylu1Us, 
properl!l .\'0 catted j and as t11dl' fi scal uearing-s more immediatd), intere:s t the 
public, 1 shall ellcle:lI'OUT to e): plain to YOUl' l.ordship, with rlS much mi.nu teuess 
nml brevity as possible, how indi"idtlnl counties wiU be :.ilii.: ctcll by the alteration 
of distl'icts amI the ~rectioll or lIew institutions. The Commissioners recommend, 

,Ooncgnl. first. UJat " Dom'gal sl lonhl be separnted from Del"!'y." This ,lrr:mgeillent had 
bc~n lOllg sim;c rsnggested by lhC' inspectors , The Londonderry dis tri ct ol'iginrrUy 
oOllljH'isC'd the con111i08 of Derry, Donegal, a.nd Tyrone. "fh l.! JW3t lIamed was 
~eyt:l'cd frolll it in 1852, :lml ullitcd to FC'rl1ltmagh. Derry will thus have to 
support the ·whole institu tion ns its own, fur ther J'cpRying to the t wo detached 
counties t.heir quotn of the first cost of bui lding, wbe ,·eby nn a.dd it ionnl tax will be 
imposed 011 Derry foJ' a. period of 14 yca.rs, and wh ich ,yill be the more fel t, 
innsmuch as tho grnnd jury l \1Il1 govcl"IloJ's belonging- to it axe advel'se to the sepa
ro.tioLl. The frC!sb charge ari sing' therefl'Om, incltHling the sole mnintell:111CC of:l. 
stu.H~ tile cost of Wllich ·was beforQ tlivided with Donegnl, will be thrcc·eighths ot'it 
penny on Griffith's valuation, LLlt, ill l'ctl1l'Il, Derry ·will have an :l5)' lulll a.!t.og·ethel' 
to i t selt~ without tl lC need of those expensive antl}loss.ibly nnsatisfu.cto ry additiolls 
which should be lU nde did DoneO"ai con ti rme in pal'tnershilJ. Donega.l, on a 
valuation of 225.000 l., eouM have ean asylum for 220 patients at a probable eost, 
jnciuding tIle llUl'clrase of 24 acres of laud, of 15,800 l" tbo rCpt\yment of which, 

extended 
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extelHled over 14 ye:lTs. would omount. to 1 ~ d. in the pound, exclusive of tho 
Derry reimbursement, sny the one-fifth of a pe nny. 1 <.:alculatc the "ohm of 
ground at 2l. lOs. per acre, on a general average, in tile localities whore asylums 
would be li kely to be erected, the term of purchMe 25 years, and the cost oC 
building, fixture'!;, boundary walls, &0., at 65 l. pel' he:.td . [ am aware that tho 
lat ter ~l1m is very consitl erab l), below the charge in all t.he establishments h OI'E::

tofol'e erected for th~ insane j hut n. less costly style of archi tecture is intended, 
the pt? r-ccntuge of smgJe apll.rtmcnts (a large item of expenditure) would be 
smaller, the dorl11i~orics \l'ould be more spacious; and i t should nls() be borne in 
mind, as in the lorm~,tion of :'aill'oads~ so ill extensive strllctu l'es of every kind, 
economy goes apace With expcn ence. In England, within the last few ),el1.l's, tho 
expense of build ing Lun:ltic Asylums bas becn dilllinishcLl ill n remmlahle (l eg l'ce, 
prohably by m orc than onc-half. 

2, ' The sepal'ntioll of \iV'exfonl from the Carlow d istrict hn s long been acl- Wexford . 
vacated by the inspectors as n matter of absolute noc,Dssity. W exford cnn cred its 
a~)'l lim for 230 inlllates , a t a. total of 16,500 I.; re payment to the T reasu ry, 
flednct ing, sn.y 2,600 l. for moneys to be returned by the Ct~rlow Dist ri ct , will be . 
annually, about five-eigh ths of a penny, whilst it would entn.it on the ('ontributOl"J 
lloun t ies of Kildare and Carlow a charge of not quite a hulf'-fnl'th inrr in thc pound 
during t he period of liquidation. 0 

3. The Commissioners think the future wants of tbe 13elfa.st district ca.n bc best 
met by a. separate asy lum nt Downpatrick, The wants exist and are already felt. 
The popuio.tioll of Down and Antrim is G80,OUO, at the su.mo time, til e full aeeOlll- Du,.m . . 
Illodation in t he nsylnu: reaches ou1y 340 patients j and , be i t l'eeollcctt.,<l, t hat the 
Belfast d istric t is u. mnnufact tll'illg one, daily ill creasi ng jn its wcnlth allfl inhabi-
tants. T he gaoIs al'e crowded, and, accol'dil1gto t be ret urns of· the Commisaioners 
t hemselves, a Inrge lunatic UJass is unprovided for. The necessity, thp.refm·e, 
instco.d of being prospcetive, llln,y be regarded as actunl and immediate. An 
nsylum fol' 230 patien ts, at 16,500 I., would, on the rateahle inCf)lllO of the COUllty. 

be about five-eighths of::t penny, not, howevGl', deducting the amoul1t to bo l'ep:~itl 
by Antl'im, nud wllich is uncerta in at present. 

4, 'Vith regard to tho proposed subdivision of the M etl'opolitfLn district, it 
nppcars liable to obj ection, considering that the groat p roportion (over 400) of the 
inmates at the Richmond, are chronic, demented, and idiotic cases, Wllich might Louth and Menlh. 
be judiciously removed to one of those less costly inst.itutions, suggested by the 
inspectors origina-1iy, and now recommended by the UommiS5ioners. I am (lispm:lC(1 
to think that au est:lblishment with nccommodatiou for 6 40, is ample fOT tho care 
anti tnm.tmcn t (if Mute and cura.ble Co.'l.Sel> of mcn tol llisense, nod fol' the safe 
custody of dangerous and other lunatics, requil'ing special ~upcrv is ion . As the 
Mull ingn.r Asylum suffices for the wan ts of im distric t., the separation therefrom of 
Meath, with n. view to its annexation to Louth , for th~ present, at least. appears 
unadvi!'iable. It is, moreover, very doubtful whether the project would be looked 
upon with favollr by the rate}Jayers of tIle former county. 

5. The same reasons that induced the inspectors, so far back as 1848. to reCOm-
mend the sepuration of Wexford from the Ctulow di~trict-un.mely, want of 
adequa.te room, together with the great remoteness of portions of the county
obtain, in regard t o ClUTe, a large uncl semi-insular county. An asylum in n. C8n- Clate. 
tral position, ncar Enlljs, for 230 lunatics. would cost, us at 'Vexfol'd, about 
16,500 I., which, repaid by fourteen lLJlIlual instalments to the Treasury, and tllldng 
a fhir c1nirn all Limerick into account, woul.::l be two·thil'df;! of 0. penny in the 
pound on the mtepayel's. The gaols of Clare and Limerick are always lllllch 
incommoded by the residence in them of insane pl'iSOnel's, who cannot, f!'Om the 
crowded stnte of the district asylum, obtain admission into it. 

G. The Commissioners propose the detachment of Cavan froUl the Armagh 
district, to "provide for its immediate necessities." The llropri ety of some Armllgh, MOll ll 
clmnge is obviollS. but it becomes rL question whether t ile mOfIc proposed by them gban, and Cavill). 

is t he m ost n.dvisnble. The population of Armagh, principa.lly a manufactur ing 
one, and livi ng in large and thriving towns, considerably excceds th:~t of . either of 
the two agricultu l-al counties with which it is a.t prescllt united, The al"ea of 
Cavan is no doubt gl'eater by 230 squtLre miles than t hat of AJ'lnagh, which is 
nevertheless richer, a.nd hetter a.ble to support a.n institution to itself alon~. An 
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nsyh'm fo1' l'vfolluglmll (md Cfl.vnn together, for 230 inmates, at 16,500 l" deduct,ing, 
ln round numbers, 3,000 [,' to be J'cstOrl}(t by Armagh, would le:we tIle cost on the 
,two cOlmtic~, fol' fOUl'teen yenTs, tIl e livc-ninths of n. penny, fl.llcl on Armagh, for 
the sumo limc, [l, fal'tliillg ill til o pOllnd !'>teding-. 

7. T i ppe rar y,,~ lfll'ge, ],opu'lous, and WC,dtllY district, certainly requires adtli
t ional lnu:tt ic :lccommodation. The asylulll at C]onme l conta.ins a fal' g reater 
proportion of iumates, belonging to the South Riding (fully two~thil·ds) than to 
tbe north. The prisons of the COU ll ty ;tr<.l congested with in sa.ne of both sexes. 
T he gmml jmy ftt NCIlHgh sccm lc!:Is intl' l"(:s ted in the mode of meeting this inade
quacy tlllln might he expected, cOll~hlerillg the smail share of nccommod:l..tion the 
North Ridi ng possc~ses at tho ~yluHl. Tho maintenance of IUHu.tics a.verag0~, 
every item inclmled, one pOlllly III tho pound on the whole county. 

8. Tho erection of an asy lum at, CastldJal', for Mayo, w .. n; prop09cd, in the yeal' 
1846, by my late colleague, Dr. White. Geographically regardeu, no ~ollnty in 
Irelan d stmlll !l more in need of a scp:nnte ins titu tion. It is olle of' the most 
extens ive, :.~nd , connected flS it i9 with tile B1LlIi nnsiol" district, it!; nearest confines 
to the asylum nrc fu lly thirty miles, while the more rem ole exceed niuety. An 
institut ion for 220 pnt-i cn ts, t .. 'l. king into accoun t repayments, and costing] 5,800 l. 
altogether, wou lrl be under threl.!' farlhillh'1! in the pound, on the alLnual vn.lllntioJl ~ 
for fourteen renrs; iJut the expense of maintenancc would, as before stated, be 

,C":ompal'atiYcly gTeat. 

Jf to tll is Ilggn:'gatc sum for tile cstau lishmcut of now asylilll1S, as just sub
mitted, :I.JIU amollllting to 07,600 l., there be mi ll ed 10,000 l., ns n contingent 
estimnJe for Tippera!'y: aml 16,OOOl. to be expended on certn,in of t hc old asylums 
for baths. l"vatOt·i<;IS, chapels. ,iutinnnries, :tnd all plain additionnl structures ror 
idiot.s, epileptics, and the like, we sha ll hM'C a. tot~"ll prospective cost of 123,600 l., 
th rough which 1 calculate Ill"ovisioll can bo atJonled Jor ful ly 2,400 patients. At 
]11·e5('n l; tbe dcl)t of lrchmd to the Treasury, for moneys udyanccd untl~r t ile head 
of building, is 282,OO{) t.; which jf inore~e r.1 by the prospective cost. tl1e total 
would. he ,gOG,OOO {., 01' 20,000 I. for a termillablo period ]n half-yclwly instalments 
to the Treasll1'Y. 

I huve thus 'endeavollred to place befol"o your Lordship the monetary position in 
which an org~misecl system of hmatic institutions will pl'Obably be found to stand, 
wit.h reference to the public at l:lrgc, nud to tile mtepayers, who nmy be Coo"lUed 
ujlon for its mnintenance. 'rhe new build ings slwuld be so constructed as to insure 
a total sepamtion of congenital and epileptic id iots, as wd l as of individua.ls 
u tterl y dcmollt.cd , who, having secured to them every crea.ture comfort sui table 
to t.heir condition, will, nevertheless, be supported at :l. still lowel' charge than 
curable or acute Cilses, or than lunatics simply labouring un del· de lusions, incurable, 
but yet intelligcnt. In n moml 01· n sl\llito..ry ,point of .view, 1 kll OW nothing more 
to be objcct~cl to tlmn 'the commixture of the idiotic clu.sses und the general 
inmates of' nn nsylum. 

Difforelloe bCtw6C1l 
Comm i!Siollers' 
retul1ls and those 
of Inspectorf\ 
cX(llnined. 

To rend er t he subject of tbe lll'Oposed n.ccommodat.joll:more inte lligible to your 
~rdslli p, I have l""eserved for this, as the most appl'opriate place. any l"ema..rks on 
·the differen ce between t he retums of the Commissioners, rcfcrl"oc1 to at page 2 of 
their R eport, and those of the Inspectors as to thc iusane at large . T he Commis
sioners g·ive 11. to ml of 3,352, stat ing t.h at;, in the dhectio l1s isslietl to the pa.rties 
engaged ill mn.king out the returlls, care was taken to specify that the . < poor" 
should :llono be included. Now, as the cpi thet ~ , poor " 1m3 all indefinite meaning, 
aml as tho constu.lmlary, although a most in telligent botly of men, might not 
always agree iu the tlefiniUoll of the t el'lll, we thought it better to obta.iu the 
retums simply of the insane aml tllOsO mentally affected, ilTespective of social 
position . The I nspectors' retulllfl , there fore, amount to 4,841. The Comm.is
sioners hOlle thllt t bere " ,ill be no necessity to provide accommodation· in asylums 
fol' t.hi l'l larg e number. The Inspectors never calculated on it. In tbeir seventh 
Report , refe rri ng to the numberQf insane at · large in 1854- 5, the Inspectors s tnte, 
" We arc by tlO means to be ul1derlStood as indh;atinf! a necelSsity jor accommodation 
to anytltiuy approtlching the auove amount; we merely pu t forth the fact of the 
extent to which mental disease, ill evel·Y phase, prevails, as well as those affections 
which may be rega.rded as connEcted with ' it." Every person who is bodily unwell, 
is not a fit object for in~cl()or hospital t reatment; so also in regard to disordered 
mental ' manifestations, sllch as si Illness, foolishness; temporary dulness or exci te~ 
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ment after epileptic seizures, &c. Basing a calculat ion on whnt I obser\'e in poor
houses, I should 1.>0 inclined to think that. about one c:tile in threo of all persons 
mentally aflected, both at large und in workhouses, might be legitimately placed 
under proper cont rol, and on thi s I would fix an Itpproximnte accommodation for 
2,400 patients. 

The hm n.tic pO}JUlo.tion of the couutry may be cln.ssifiecl under two denomillu- Legis !o.tion, 
tiOllS. viz,: those whose support and maintenance ure depl~ lH1 c n t on tlw public 
fUllUS or rates, and those who, possessed of means, arc oitlwl' l'e::;i dcnt in private 
asylums-with tlJeir immediate families - or place{1 singly uude!' the care 01' others. 
The former, who are located ill district asylums, workholl ses, gaols, and iu .the 
centrul asylum n.t Dundrum, corne more immediately, and fol' tll e most part" under 
th e uu thority of tl1e Lord Lieu tenant; the latter, uuder that of tile Lord Chan-
cellol'. Thus two sep:lTate jurisdictions exist, and tho qne8tio!1 Jlres~nts itsolf, DoublcjlJri.'jdiction. 
whether the double management could not be more effectually aml 1110re economi-
cally carried on by one central Boad. I believe it Cfl.11 , and so far coincide with 
t1e Commiss ioners. But when the. rel~ions of this Boa.rd with the execut.ive, 
with grand juries~ nnd. the public at large, come to be considored, 1 l'espectfully 
dissent from tho recommenda.t ions of the Royal Commissionol's, which, if passed 
into :l lnw, would al'ln the" Centl'tl.l Board," com posed of t wo pbysicians an d a. 
1awye l', with an autbority tl1at may well be called d esP6tic. 

The Commissioners pl'Opose « to aSliign to the Cen l )'"~d BOlml the J uty of allCer- Propos~dCcnt r.l1 
"tainil1g, in the fi rst illstnncc, whether additional asylum accomlUou:~t ion W:J.S re- Boal"li. 
" quil'cd for {l.llY distr id, and how it might be best pro\'ided. The Board should 
If t ra.nsmit tbcil' ol'i'nion to t he Lort! Lieutenant and t he governors of the nsyIum 
" of the· district concerned; a.nd should the BO:1.rd of Gnvcl'Oors not proceed wi thin 
" a limited pel'iQ(l. to provide a.dditional accomm odation in the murmer in which the 
" CClJ tru.l Board recomm end, it should be then lawful for the Lord Lielltenant, orl 
"the requisition of the Commissioners, to rcqu il'O the Bourd of Governors to pro-
"vide suell add it.ionrtl accommodation ill such manne'r n.s tho Commis3ionC/'s ma.1J 
" Illme set j07·lh." It may lJo gratifying to the pride of tho Central Board tu bB Powcr lo he con
armed with sneh p OWEll' as that proposed, over the hiel'fLl'ch)" nobility. and gentry ferred on it. 
of IiI'eland, from whoso ranks govBmnrll ,of, asylums are selec ted j but I appl'ebend, 
so far from wOl'killg well, it would be' the meaus of producing endless emLl'oil~ 
mcnts, which, in case of the governors offering any determined oppos itioll, must 

. ine:v it..'\..bly end,:"LS en ded the recent discussions betwoen tho English Commissioners 
in Ltmacy, and: t he Visitors of the C ulney Hatch and Hnnwe ll Asylums, hy the 
Commissioners being obliged to give way at the eleventL boUl'. Nor does th is 
proposition of the Commissionel'S appear consistent witll ;L complain t uttered in a 
previous part or thei r Report, where they dwell ou "the iujustice o r excl uding 
., rate.p~Lyers, or those who represent them, f rom n. vO.ice in tile determina.tion of 
"questions ill' wll ich tbey are so deeply concerned." 

F on nel'ly as}'lums wer.e u nder taken withoUL grand j uries bd ng consulted as to. 
exteut or expenditure. Wel'e the recommendations of the Royal Commission 
acted OD, in CMe of d isagreement between tbe " Central Board" antI- gruud juries, 
the jJosition of rhe lat ter would not be improved, for t heir knowledge would be of 
no avail-in which dilemma thoy might weil conceive, that H if ignor::mco. is bliss, 
'twore folly to be wise." Instead of the Central Board hav ing executive powers at its 
own comman d, it seems to me mOl'e henencilll f9f the lWla-tic depmtll1unt generally., 
and more' calculaterl to secure a hnl'Inoniolls working, thnt it should mther serve as 
the agent. of Government; a.nd that while the statute law should be simplifiGd as 
much: 3.S possible, n.ml)le authority should Le afforded. t o the Board. to carry ioto 
effect :J, comprehensive system of management, under ~trolJg and congruous rules 
framed by the Lord Lieuteoant in Council, the explanation and adaptn.tioll of which 
should rest. witll the Cent.ral Board. 

When it is proposed to erect Do He W asylum, 0 1' to J.ivldo u. distl'ict , lSuch appear. M4)dificatiollS of 
ing advis.'1.ble, I would lmggost tlmt intimation tbereuf be conveyed by the Com. the law. 
missioners to the grand juries of the district; that each g l'and jury be called on 
to CXllrt's.!i its reasons for or against t he proposition; a.nd that the Commissioners 
r eport thereon to the Lord Lieutenant fo r his decision ; I ll(~t if 1111 asylum is to be 
buil t , t he grand juries be inrormed thereof, and that the grand jUlY of the building 
county employ its own architect to draw up plans, specificat ions, &0. , &c., for the 
perfec t accommooa.tion of the n umber of lJatients for whom it i, intended; all of 
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which are to be submitted to the Commissioners (ot' their appro va.l. I woul<l 
fUl'llH.'r SUggC5t, UlU,t WlU:!1l approyed of by them and their architect, the Lord 
Licll lena ut lllay his lle from the Consolidated Fund snch sum, a t Ollce , as wi ll be 
8uftkient fo r the purcba..~c of t\ sufficient quantity of grounu (undor tll e provisions 
(d'the i\('.t 1 & 2 Goo. 4, c. 33), 3ml n. furtll cl' sum not exceeding one-eighth of 
tlUl whnlc sum llCCCSSIl)'Y for tho build ing, in the namo of a committee of five , 
sdcctell from tl l ~ gnLll (l j11l'Y II,ilIlel; that by th is committee t;he worl<s be COlU
menr:eo, nnd that at e~h a~sir.es the committee may apply, through the foreman 
of the grfl lld jury, fO I' u further sum, on a. report from one of the Commissioners as 
to t he extent t\lld condit. ion of t he works executed. I would propose t hat 
Go Yel'll1ll C' lIt should have the power to uppoint a Clerk of \Yorks, to be resident 
en tbe IJremiEes, who should report mOllthly to the Centrnl Board, his sabry to be 
ptlic1 Ollt of the moneys advanced by LIm Lord Lieutenant in CoUl1cil. The ":'Isylum, 
... d le ll reported as fin ished and fu mishcd by the Commissione rs, should be handed 
o,'el' to five trustees-namely, the Lord Lieutenant of the county, the Bisllop of 
the diocese, tl1C ROlllnn·cat!Jnlic llishop, and any two others sele.cted by his 
Ex ce.llency. 'Wi th regard to strnctural altcrotions in old 1lS~' lllms , -when t he sum 
for eflecting them wonld mnOUllt to, or exceed 1,000 t., or the purclmse of addi
tional ground to a. like sum, I would authorise the governors of an asylum to 
3ppl r through the Com missioners for the required funds to the Lord Lieutenant 
in Council; or shO llld tIle Commissionors deem lUI increase cithel' of land or build .. 
ing necc!Jsary. a similar mode of }Ifocodure, as in the original erection of :~y lum8, 
should be luJopt-ed. 

Now, ns to the di~solntion of pnltnorsbips, when it becomes necessa ry, as 
between counties, citics, &c., I propose that an adjustment should be made by 
law to obviate rcfcren t.:es or nrbitrn.tiollS, which seldom satisfy eithcr party. It 
would be as follows, or something sim ilar :- After n. connexion of 20 yelu's , onc
fourth ; of 35, one-Imlf; of 50, or t111Y subsequent period, th ree-fourths of the 
SUlIIS ,votel!! eX]lcnded on building should be deductcu from the whole, alld on the 
difference rcparmeIlt~ trlade to t.1w Revered county or counties, by 2B lmlf-ycarly 
instalm ents-the i'ull cost of the land (in due proJlortion) to be simila.rly refunded. 
A s to fUl'lliture, a very srunn item, an equitabla adjustm ent can easily be 
Blade. 

The Commissioners, under the hC~\fl of workhouses, spe!lk of the partinlor total 
trfll1sfotnmtion of them, in some few localities wlJcre they ::tl'f' less needeu as sncb, 
into reccptacl o~ fOl' iJlslme pa:u pers ; to do which will require tIle intervention of 
nn Act of Parliament, while t.ho ultim ate issue resolves itself iuto one of economy. 
If the asylums mentiolled in n preceding pnrt of this letter be erected, tIley will, I 
nnticijmtc, in the generality of cases, be nl ways ample (or the requirements of 
their n:..ospect ive counties, whilst thc old ones, with a diminished area. belong'iug to 
th em. will, with plain additionsJ for the most part, be probably found snfficient 
for the 'wants of thei r immediate distl'iets. Tl1e taking of more llUld ma.y, how
ever, b ecome essential , so as to afford out-door employment, and even thus 
diminish expense; fOl', unlikc workhouse gl:Ounds, those attached to institntions 
for the ins,me, are al ways ('er~3.in to be cultivated by a fixed number of inmates, 
and are consequently found to bo high ly remunerati ve. 

1 now come to a secont! br:mch of the fiscal legisla.tion for asylums. that of 
their maintenance. It appeal's to m e that the ex isting system, as based 011 the 
6 Geo. 4, c. 54, and 11 G eo. 4, c. 22, should be continued as recommended 
formerly by the inspectors, and now by the Commissioners ; the mode, how~ 
ever, of applyi ng fOi' ad,'unces, by local Board!:!, might be much improved. At 
present they address their uJ)plications to t he Privy Council , a.nd by a. circuitous 
route these applications cOllle before the inspectors for exa.mination. If ir.re
g ular, u corre~fJondence tuk es v1ace between this office and the asylum authoritIes, 
so as to rectify inaccuracies, ~nd thus much time is lost, :md occasionaUy incon
veniences arise. I think the fiJ'SI communicat ions should be addressed to the 
Commlssioners on monetary, and, jncleed, on nll other matters, so that when 
n ecessury they cun bo briefly ,lOd s,,1.tisfactorily repol·ted on for the informati?l'l. of 
the Executi-ve . YOU}' Lordship will have perceived that, as far as my opmlOn 
goc~, I am adverse to t he gr~U1tin g such powers as the Commjssioners propose to a 
Central Board, composed of only three members, and with nn anomalous qll~r~m 
of two, from whom even there is no provision for an appeal. Unless graml Junes 
act as directed, tbe Commissioners themselYes wil1 act in their place. Should a 
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Cen7ral Board be ,estnblishc(\ a~ I think, wnnld be ~nost useful for the pubJi c 
se rVICe, (but not wIth that unhnllted UIHIl.hrect utl ti1ol'l ty proposed to bo .... jven to 
it by th e Royal COHlwissio Ll), unle~s a secretary mnst, as a mat ter of co~r5e, be 
appointed to it, I b elicyc a.n adequate statl' or clerks, among whom the yurious 
duties ofthc office {'oul(l be n.pportioned (for example, on e for priyute lunacy cor
respondence, one for fiscal business a.nd the examination of accounts, &e.). would 
be found mo:re economic and eflicient. The report would atta.ch an (lbligation 
to the Commissioners to fo rward thair obsen 'u.t!ons tl) grand j uries once a year; 
Lut as the resident t1hysici3.ns (Jr managers ought to report ~nnunUy to the 
governors and grand juries of the distri ct, on t he condition of t heir respective 
asyl ums, the fulflimell ts of !luch an obligation can tend to 110 practical gOOl1- A 
general report to his Excellency the Lord Lieutell!U1 t. would seem to me the ll10r e 

consis tent duty of Commi ssioners. 
Whl'll on tlle subject of g1lols, I expl'&."'Sed to yom L ordship my belief that the 

system of committing ]unnti cs as dangerous to prison , Cfln uot be al together su per
seded-it may be modi fie<l-but while :l.'i'ylulH accommod ation is not full y equ~l to 
the wants of the country, there must be some recep tacle for t he class in question. 
The manner in which Dlagistrates should cal'ry ou t the provisions of the Act can 
be l'egulated as contingencie$ mn.y neccssi tnto, by orders in CouneiJ, quiw as 
satisfadorily us by a statute which would l'equil'e another to alter it . As under 
the h ead of gno]s, uncI that of poorhonses , I have dwelt already on deta.i1s 
connected with these institutions, and having reference to the Commissioners' 
J{ eport~ I will no t trouble your Lordship with further observations on them in 
their legal bearings. 

In thus submitting to your Lordship Diy views gen('rally on legi!;;lation, I 
have restricted the lD to tbe ProlJosi tions as published by th e ROJ II1 Commissioners, 
bu t the subject may be envisaged under II totall y differellt aspect j rand though 
I may be opposed to tbe con!>ti tution of a Board of three-two p)lysicians ana 
a. lawyer·-one on a larger and more influcntial basis m n.y be worthy of m uch Call. 
sidcratioll by your Lordsh ip. [ a.llude to a Centml Board , of whiCh the Lord 
Chancellor would be Chn.i rm nn, with four unpaid Commissioners, one of whom 
might be a Judge of the Court of Queen's Bench (for crilllinallunncy), and two 
otbers member~ of the Privy Council, with tlirec paid Commissiollers, two of 
th'em to be physicians, t il e third a barristel'. A board so constituted, must, 
pe,' se, command full cont rol, and an unquestjonn.bl{' authority throug hout the 
kingdom. 

] do not agree wi th thc Royal Comro.i..ssioners in thi nking the services of a 
la wye r necessary for t he object of inspection- it strikes mc rather as tho revcrS9-
ulthollglt it might be ve ry useful to ha.ve one pel'mnnen tiy on the Board, bu t 
who would not bE:' debarred from practice. '1'10 more particular duties of thi s 
legal Commission~r wOll1d be to take cognis!Ulce of, and sit Oil all important casea 
Ie de lunatico inquirendo," with one of tlle medical Comtnis~ioners, when tho 
question of jnsfl.uity was m ooted j in other and minor cases, as suggosted by the 
Commissioners, the 3.')sistant barri ste l' of the city or coun ty could adjudictlte. 
I throw out the suggestion of this Central Board with diffidence, and briefly. 
f(.'ding that it invoh'cs matters not immediately wit hin my province, but mainly 
Ililperta in ing to the Lord Cha.ncellor's jurisdiction, and the more particularly in 
regard to commi ttees nnd the supervision of lunatics under the Courts. 

PmVATE ASYLUMS . 

In the general spirit of the legislu.tion proposed by the Commiss ioners for the 
control of private asylums, I fully concur. The inconvenience and dis:tdvnutages 
arising from the exi sting mode of issuing li cences under the 5 & 6 Viet. c. 123, 
h ad been a. constant t heme of disapproval wit h the inspectors. I cannot. how
ever, assent to the proposition of the Commissioners, ns l think that the authority 
of the Lorfl Chancellor should llot alone el tenel to r.he revoca tion of licences, as 
p roposed, but that til e power of !?'ranting them should equally rest witb lIim ; both 
t o be exercised on the rccom~endation of the Central Board, whose du ty it 
should Le, in the fi rst instance, to obtain sat isfactory evidence thnt the p<LL·ty 
applying for a licence was possessed of menns, and that he was not entering on 
an unfair speculation, to the prejudice of his futul'G patients. . 

The homo. premises, g rounds, furniture, and general accommodation should al so 
be approved of by the Commi Eisioners, with plans drawn by a competcllt architect. 
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The number of dormitories ~hOllid be fixed, and all I)reliminaries sn.tisfacliorily 
arranged. 

The CUTlUUiSflionOl'3 would do aw,ty with (00(01 puyaLlc on licences, a.llegillg as one 
rc:umll their" iU'3i gnifi cD.nt allloun t "- amistake ari!'ling from :1.11 enoneOHS inteqJl'O,. 
tution or tlle Act, :\8 al rcntly remarked. So far from abolishing, I should be d.is
poscll to increM,;! lhe m, and wou ld consequently suggp.st t h a.t the ro should be a. 
chat'go of 101. for the. stamp, and I t. for e very patient a.dmitted into un asylum; 
but r du IlLlt cOlli'lidl,lr it eqnita,l;le t lmt a chn.l'g"c should lJ e made fot' overy pcr50n 
l)]'oposcri t.o be ret!ci vcd , whether tt l! COIHt:S or not, as is the case ~tt present. If 
proprietors wish to estn.blish I'l'l vntc asylums. it is ~lltogether of their own free 
will; {Lnd the gl'enter the prclimintLt'y outl:ty, the less l)j"obabitity of needy adven.,. 
turCrs. And it fl1rth(~r appears t,t) me, t hat n.Il the expe nses incidental to thf;l 
visitation and cOlltrolof privata Mylums ::should be liquidated by theil' ownel'S, who 
c!\Use t.h e l1ece.'!sity t.h ereof. 

On uvery point I, would render the law st ri ngen t, commencing "l!f OTC the patient 
touched the threshold of the a.syillm: for exa.mple, I thi n k th e. physicians certify ing 
t'3 insani ty should statu their rca.sons Oil the fa ce of tho document; t JU1t the alleged 
lunn.tio should be (1)lpl'is cd of t.ho ol~jcct of theil' visits. as at present the jntel'views 
o f medical men ass um3 not un fre (luen tly the ehal'aeter of tI. morning visit, It is 
also to be regretted that the families of lumlti cs lend themselves to tL deception in 
the modc of convoyi ng their i ll);:~ne relat ives to asylums, occasionally llecoying 
them 0 11 n. flLI::;e pfotencc, ill most eases withholding fro m them the name and 
elial'fLct,er of theil' destination, =~ pro ~coJ.i!lg' which generates :m il\jul'lotiS and fixeu 
distl'llst in tho miJld~ of t he sullurul'S, WllO in t oo ma ny instances are subsequently 
treatml with weat forgetfulness. There is much Lo fin d fanit wiLh from time to 
tinw in' I)l'i·"o.to nsyhllllS; hut /.lie p uNic outside u,' nat aUogcthc1' e,t'cmpt from 
blume, 

Cases dil'ectly opposite to tho n.bc"lVe nrc, in some 1':11'0 i08tltnc8i'!, to be mot with, 
a lHl fo l' which thera is no provhJioll. [ refel' to inui"hhmls who having previously 
laboured under lllaritmL menta l disease , nnel appl'ehcmling " r C]letitioll of attack 
frolll premonitory sy ml}tom~, dcsi l"O to plaee themselves under sulu ta.ry control 
b(;lfOl'o t he olltbl~ea.k of tim disease. It might be well to a tlmit ~lleh into privn.te 
Elsylums for 11- specificu poriod, fmy not mOl'l:) than two months at a timG, OU wl'itten 
appl ica.t ion from the purties thl.Hmclves to the Cent ral Board. 

St l'illgcnt, however, as tbe clauses of all A et should be to p re vent. abuse, 1 cannot 
in j U'itice subscribe to the illlplied doctrinc of the. Commissioners, 01' to their un
qualified censure of all the privata asylums in Ireland, They would seem to think 
that an under taking. not founded on philanthropic moti,ves . lI'ould ·induce the parties 
emuarldng in it to act lUlju~tly or d ishonest ly for t he ~uk e of private pH)fi t .. If 
(his be t l'llC, proffflsional m ell, of every dellominat ion, COlue more or less under tile 
!lame ca.tcgo l'Y, The professional owner of a. private asylum devotes: II his t ime, 
his lahoUl', and· his skill," furthermore, his m enns and his ftUxieties, to u. pal'ticul:\l' 
object; and I see lIO I'ca.;;on why ho should be dcbat'l·(3d· from del'iving a li\'eliitood 
from t Lle pt'Osecution of a n honest ind ust ry. If lunatics who, I'esiding with. t heil' 
fami lies, would probably become a pel'petual burthen, sources of anxie ty and lhmger 
(ofoon too , I roar, object:; of gross neglect), r eturn home from. priv ate asylums 
restored to beulth-:tnd the recoveries iu them ~tyern.ge a vel")' fait' proportion, 
whilst the mortality is less than half what is usul1l1y considered fuvoul'able--sul'ely 
tbe professional JUan und.!!' whose c:~l'e they Wel'C p laced, and who MSl1JnCU the 
respol1~i bility or their cba\'~e . dese rves remuneration. Knowing besides that some 
medical proprietors. at the desil'tJ of t he inspocto ril , havo mql ended large sums in 
additio ns ilnd , alteratiolls -one caso I might :1.dduce in which un entirely new 
asylum was erected :tt a cost of ;!LOOO I. - aud also awaro that patients ha.ve b~ou 
sUppol'ted for ye..'\rs by the c1lnrity of others , [ deem it bu t a mattel' of justico to 
st.'\te :tS mut!h. 

'fhe Inspectors in their Reports have designated ccrta.in houses, not simply IlS 

« necessities," but ns " neCeSSlll'Y evi1s," * :lIlU ha.vo expressed their strong di8ap~ 
proba.tion of :m)' thing like" truding' on the misfortunes of hllman na.t ure ;" but I 
l~anuot coincide with. t b.e C ommissioners when they iutimate that ~hey would g ladly 
see all e xisting pri\'utc licensed house5 (n IrcJand, " s l1l)Crsed ed," howev'3l' mucll I 
ill!),)' rogl'e t that some few of them bear evidence to u. wa.nt of at tent.ion, no t a lo ne 

to 
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to lleatness, but oreasionally even to cleanliness nud to comfortc;:, a..<; reported by t he 
Inspectors to ma.gistrates a.t quarter session. 

The Commissioners l'f'fcr t~ ' 1\ laxity in enforcing the prov isions nf the Act in LaxiLy inellrorcing 
regard to privf\te asylums, pOliltiag to certain instances in confirmation of t heir' ti ,e Iliw. 
statement. The first refers 'to all omission all the part of !\ proprietor 'who hau 
allowed the quarter ' sessions to cla.pso withollt tld.iug out ' ll i~ licence. Tile Com. 
missioners, it n.ppe:ll'S to nw, would be doing but an net of ~imple just ice ill aa di ng 
that the omissiou in question was purely :lccidental, and would not have occUI'red Cu.ses referred to 
jf the proprietor bad. as usual, sellt his book before the magistrates, the reports ill acriflcntal. 

'which were invari ably most favourable to 'his establishment, and that they t bon1-
selves h ad obtained the knowledge of thil'l omissioll, on reading therein a memo-
randum written byonc 'of the Inspectors, within th ree ,days afterwu,l'ds, 16th October, 
in which .110 directed the proprietor to forward the amount of li cence to the Clerk 
of the P eace., wi th 1\ copy of his entry to tbe magistrates, at next quarter sessions, 
requesting the licence to he charged for from t ile proper period; which was done, 
as :t m:l.ttel· of course, and oven without the personal attendance of tIle propl'ietor. 
Tile Commissioners themselves were aware of the licence being grauteu al the 
Christmas sessions. As to the other instance of an om ission in this respect, I am 
quite ignorn.nt, uuless it be' to n case so fnr back as 1854, when ·the Inspect,org wore 
prevented from instituting" legnl proceedings from a conviction that the neglect was 
not witll the intent ion of evadiug the law. 

They also speak of a de ficiency of certificates in regnrd ,to a.dmissions in 80me Deficiency ofenti. 
few cases. Tbe Inspectors were quite aware ·that fonr 'ol' five patien ts bad been ficates. 
placed ill private asylums uncler exceptional circumstances, which in their opinion 
rendered tbe usual cel'tificfLtes unnecessary. 'fhe first was a gentleman confined as n 
II dangerous lunatic " , by !L warra nt of the Scc:etnt·y of State fat .. the Home Depart~ 
ment-the second, a person t ransferred direct ly from the Dundrum Asylum by 
order of t he L ord Lieutenant, t he opinion of the law officers 'of t he ,Crown in 
h eland llaving been taken as ·to its legnlity_ T he third 'was a Chancery paticllt , 
quite demented, and who, wliile confined in a district asylum, coming in for 3. small 
annuity, was transferred , to a privJlte licensec1 house by order of the ' Lord· Chancellor. 
'Two othel'B wore transferrel! from one pri vste institution, all its closing. to'· another . 
In these foul' last cases the Impectors thonght it useless to put the friends .of the 
pal·ties to the expense ill getting fresh medical 'certificates, tliey- being in fact un-
equivocally j08ane~ nnd their t ransference being effected with the , cognisance of the 
Inspectors-themselves medical men. 

T he CommisRioners further state , that they found two fem a.les had slept for a 
considerable ]lcriod in 11, portion of the honso set apart for 'mn.les. Even so, I lloubt 
whether it amounts to an infraction of the law, But, wit hout wishing to go behind 
the simple fact, l have to obsorve, that the ]allies in questiou occupied apal'tments 
in the i1Umcdi'L~e residence of the proprietor' and his f:'\.mily, with whom, ill their 
more lucid intel'Yals. they always ns;ociated. There were t wo very old, debilitated, 
and nttet'ly demell ted gentlemen, whose infirmity required part icular care , and who 
Hved nl so in the proprietor's house, but apnrt from the family. If in errol' here, 
the InspectoTs ol'fed from good. intentions, and n. desiro to give t he semblance of 3-

home to pnl'ties who had been long negleded by their r elatives. 
There is a W!!ry numerous class of lunatics in the better ranks of life, with mgard 

to whom the provisions of the Ja.w should be of th e strictest kind-namely, the 
indivitluals placed witll un licensed persons receiv ing payment therefor. Clauses 36 
and 37 of the present Act for the Regu lation of Private Asylums in Iro1a.nd, require 
tha.t no person shall be placed in unlicensed house for whose care and maintenn.nc.e 
payment is rece ived, witho,ut due notice · of Iris l'eception, ACcompanied by the 
necessary medical certificates, beiug trausmitted to the Inspectors within tlU'ee 
monthg, under pain of the vroprietor of such hOllse' be,ing deemed guilty of misde-
n1P::l.nor. Those stipulations ha.ve, however, become, as have similaT ones ill 
England, a clead Jetterj chiefly in consequence of the impossibility of detecting 
iW[l.ctices doubly enveloped in !lecresy , viz.) on the , part of the frieuds ofthe iullatic 
and on that of the receiver. That tbc law is thus evaded YOUJ,' Lordship will 
readily perceive, when l state that the case~ ill which the requisite notices have 
been furnished to the Inspectors are confi ned to one solitary instance. 

It were well i f the abuse consisted merely in the evasion of a clause of ;L statute, 
an offence in itself not trivia l; but froOl what I have observed myself, :I fear it is 
othcn"'ise, as the worst cases in private asylums fall far short of what r 113.1'e 
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wi tnessed III regard to indivillual patieu ts whom I have been caHed upon to 
visit. 

I should suggest, ns the most effectual mcans to obviate this evil. tlwt a fine of 
. not loss than 10 I. or 20 t. sholllJ l)e inflicted on both the -party scnrlil)g to and 

receiving any lunatic in a private house, on a stipend, unless due notice thereof, 
tOg'l)ther with copi~s of medical certificates, be furnished to the Ct'lltl'Ul Bonrd 
within n fortllight-a notice of l'uH\oval likewise to be duly sl.lpplied. It might 
be furthcr ndvisal)le to oblige the reci pient to register; and, if only for OIlO 

patient, at n. fee of :) l. 
In prccBcling R eports lhe Inspectors Imvo re!!tricted their llotice of St. Patrick's 

or Swift's H ospital , to simply giving slat isticnl details, that institution having a. 
piu'ticnlar charter, and being thus in grent measure, if not entirely, beyond the 
control of their office. Should Parliament think fit to interfere with . chartered 
rigllts, l think jt would be desirable t{l place it under the same cont rol, in every 
respect, as other benevolent insti tutions for the insane. One thing is quite 
evident., that as [\, cnmtiYe hospital, and notwithstanding that it i::; tlml e t' the pro~ 
fessional care of two of the most eminent phY::licians ill Ireland, its table of I'CCO

"cries is by far the most limited of auy in t his cOllH try, scarcely n.mouuting to 
fonT per cent. on the number umlel' t reatment in the year. This unfnvourllble 
state of things is referuble to tbe fact that few but chronic, or almost incurable 
cnscs hn'Ve been admitted into it, whilst the locality it.self is ll tterly unsuited ror 
so large an est!lbli~ll1ncnt. I t appears to ule that if the premises were disposed of 
(nnll from the situatiou in which they are placed, contiguous to the Royal Hos
pit:ll, Hnilwny Terminus, and Barracks, tlleY would he sure to commaltd a lligh 
price), that a sum of money would be realised sufficient to purchase ground, in IlH 

eligible site, OIl whi c11 an asylllm, replete with model'll impl'ovomentR, mig-ht be 
erected, and dc\'ote<1 as much as pos~ib lo to t he reception of c;l.')cs ad mi tting of 
the probability of CU I'e. No doubt testamcntaryand othel' donations wouhl be 
lil;:ely to increase a fund in the fUl'tllCl'Ill1Ce of the gre:Ltest, pcrhaps, of all chari
ties, tlIat which .. (ldlIlinisters unt.o a mind !lisp-used," and tends to restore the 
highest pri vilege conferred by the Deity 011 man - the exercise of reason. 

Gl11tified as tho .lllSpcctoI'S.Cllll110t but feel tlmt theil' views on th~ questiOll of 
benevo lent institutions shOl lld haYG l'cceivod the countenance of the Commis
sioners, I regret t hey dirl not include in tho li st of the l'ecomm endatiollS that which 
I hlL\,C ,'entufud to offer for the removal of the present estaulisbment to a more 
commodioll s nod healthful situation . 

Being on this immediate subject. I C'.1Dnot forbenr directing your LordE.llip's 
llttention to the fact. that little more than 100 years ago the possibility of finding 
in all Irelund as many as 50 idiots amI lunatics seemcll such a matter of douut to 
the founder of this jnstitutioll, that he directed the difference to bo made up of 
incurnbles labouring nuder bodily diseases ; whilst ill this letter, which 1 have t he 
honour to address to yom Lordship, 1\11 Rccommocla.tioll for no less than 6,260 of 
tile two first classes, forms the subject of con::;iciemtion. 

CENTRAL ASYL UM. 

It is agreeable to find thnt the Contrnl Asylum, which four successi ve Goyern~ 
lU('!llts have entrusted to the control amI management of tbe Jnspectors, should be 
for tunate enough, if not to obtain praise, at Jenst to escape censure, The Com
missioners state that the" rules wero framed by the I,ord I,l cutemmt in Council 
for its conciuct a.n d m::magemcnt." Tili~ i~ not qui to accurate; the rules emanated 
altogether from this office. were suLmitted ill due course to Lonl C1n.l'cndon, nnd 
apJJl'Oved of without an alteration by his Excellency in Council. Looking to the 
extended scope of the Commission, ::md to the n.c knowletlged ahilities of its 
members, I lwticipnted thnt the suqjcct of criminal Ittnacy :in its social and legal 
bearings would hay~ been fully and satisfactorily discussed; for even to one not 
"learned in the law," acquaintc(l with tllO working of the Act 8 & 9 Vict. 
c.107, under which the Central Asylum was established l there may ap])car ample 
room for improvem ent. 

A ecOtnmodntion. TOllehing the i n~l'easc of 3ccommod:~tion at Dundrum, as proposed by the 
Commissioners, I do not at presen.t feel competent to cxprcbS an opinion. beyond 
recommelllling the construction of a large day-room, and four cells for refra.ctory 
patientsl by whieh ul'rangemellt UIlC of the present sitting-rooms could be con~ 
vel'ted into a dormitory for six. Tho consideration of t he enlnrgement referred 

to 
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t o in tho Commissioners' Hepor tJ depe nds on the Executive, uud all whu.t class of 
persons mrty be reg:u-dcu ns bonAfide coming' within the cllt.egOl'Y of" Cl'illlin!ll 
Lunat ics j" for i f overy person accused of n.n ofi-ence (be it even suel1 as t he 
stealing :l. cap valued at a few pen co, or bre.'Lking n pnne or two of gla.ss), and 
acquitted OIl t ho g round of insanity. is to be consil1ered a. criminnil ltnatic, and as 
such l'emoYfLhle to the Cent.rnl Asylum, it must inevitably gl} on incl'easiug, year 
after year, to an indefinite extent. 

By reference to tlio stn.ti stics of thi s oOiec, 1 fincl that in 1845 there were 
in h e lnnd of eve)'y pos.'1ible denomination of lunatics {'oming under the term 
.. Criminal," in ga.ols a nd asyl ums, 105 j in 1846, 112 , A t these pcriods crime 
\yas more than double whn.t it fortunately is at pl'(:)sc nt, whilst tb~ populati on 
was n early two mi llions greatel', Now we l1aye upwa rds of 180 of thu samu 
class , 

Is it thn.t menta l (lisordcl's have reilly nssumed a new phase, allying Ulemselves 
with cl'ime? 0 1' t hat thero boiug t~ criminal asyl um, as it is c.'llied. f Ol' Juun.t ics. n 
loose system of regarding o/fence$, groat and small, with reference to insani ty, is 
gainiug' ground ? rrbe udyocate of the lattGl' opinioll might point to (l. recent tl'i£LI 
at which a ftumer, weH to do in life, but intempemte nnd ill-condi tion ed, and 
who h ad deliberat ely fired at and k illed his neighbour, with whom lle had a mis. 
understanding n.bou t some land , was acquittea on the plen. of llis laboUl'ing unde r 
a strong homicidal rn n.nia, thc proofs of which \vould seem to consist in llis having 
at one time staubed a calf in n fit of passioll, nt another crossetl It flooded strGam 
on hOl'Seback, anel on a. tbird occasion fi red at some bre..'l..kf.1.St·waro in his own 
]18rlour. T his mall , while in prison, feignc(l insani ty. but was an indiffel'ent 
mimic ; and, I need scarcely inform youI' Lordship, that the "Verdict of the j ury 
acted as a. spell on the delusions, such as they were, under wh iclJ 110 laboured, 

The Commissioners, quoting the evidence of the Inspectors, state, that <I ill 
the selection, profurence is given rather to cases of he inous crime than of agg-rn,· 
vated lunacy, not , however. to the exclusion of p e 1'80 1l ::! f;howi ng "jolent a nd 
dangcrous symptoms." They also state, thnt " a prac tice 0.\ists of sending back 
cl'iminnJ lunatics, who have not rccove1'ed the!l· l'eason, 10 the asylum of thc di s
trict frOlH which thoy originn.lly came." This appcm's to 1m a mistake all t he 
part of the Commissioners : llO such pl':lctir.e exists o r 11<1"8 existec1. inasmuch ns 
no ]ICrsOti 1mB been sent back to the asylum of his 01" her dist rict , nor would such 
n l)1oceeding be permissible until the penal pcriod of confi nement h ad terminated 
in [l, residence at the Central Asylum, find when even the cpit116t" cl'iminn.l " 
would h :l. ye legally ceased to ex ist. It is quite true the 6 1 st rule, slJbmitted to the 
Lord Lieutenan t in Council, mnkes this provision, tha.t "as lun at ics charged with 
minor oflences mny bc transfen"ed {!"Om dist.rict asylums to U ll'! central, they shu.lI, 
nt the di scretion of his Excellcncy, and Oil the I'CPOl't of the Inspectors, 1)6 sub
ject to be seot bucIe to the ill stitutions from whonce they came." The oQjcct was 
to di sem Lftl"l'ass the Central Asylum of ('ases of minor ofl"enees, though of Ilggm,'ntec1 
lunacy, on the ce,~salion of violent a.nd d:mgerous symptoms. Tile Act 8 & n 
gives t~lC Lord Lieutenant ill Counci l the power to make such rules us he 
l)lenses, and these rules have sta tutory fon:e, As he admits, so 110 m:ly discharge, 
The institution is purely a Governmen t ono. Not', with grettt respect to toe 
Commissioners, 110 I see on wlmt principle Or und er what circuillstance any 
indi vidual is to be regarded M a ct·iminnl aftel' the expinttioll of his sentence , 
F or exnmple, suppose a verson is sentenced to seven years' imprlsonm ent, and 
gets insane ut the close of t be fOlll'th -year, he is the n t rau!;fen ed to t he Central 
Asylum. In thl'ee y ctll'S his term ofi1ena.l servitude expires, and he ceases to he 
a care Ol" bmtlien Oll tbe Stnte, The In:w .. ill l'a.ct, expressly ofders his disciUtI'gc, 
The Inspect-on arrange for hi s reception in his own p roper district asylum (as in 
t'~o instan ce<>, & few months ago, in Balliua~loe). Surel)' tbnt man is not a 
crIminal IUllntic, a.nd the n.et of sending him to it public institution belonging to 
his own county is not inCollSistent with th e letter of the law or spirit of the 
constitution. 

The Commissioners speak of the moral guilt of IUllatics and its gradat.ions, 
until it rises 10 tho full staio of crimc, The word criminal, in ]'egnrd to insa.nity, 
i s perhaps improperly applied, still as an ep ithet to clistiugu ish, it may be used; 
.but the substance or essence, !~s represented by tll e word crime. is totally 
different in signification, The Commissioners, al though urgent in their dis
approval that any incurable inmate, because his case is hopeless, and he himself 
may be hannless, shou.ld be remitted to association with lunatics who tue not 
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cl'lminnl, (10 n ot l'of~l' to w1n.t should t1.PpCUl' in theil' eyes equally an jnjustice
ml.lne l r~ tht: 3."l8ocia.tion of an insane pCl'~OI1 dlUJ'ged with nn ofl'eHce, but for 
\vh ich offence llC Ims not been as )'ct trjed, and of which he is thel'efore innoce nt 
ill thll eyo of t he lo.w, wi th cl'imilltll llil l<Lt ics. T hoy are a.ltogethcr incorrect in 
attribut ing the hopolc~tJ ('Ss of t\ cnse fiS a cause for its being sent to a district 
ru;ylmn. As. Governm eut I)laccs so m uch confidence in t ho InspectOL"S as not to 
inlel'fcl'o except on thei .. suggcstiOl~ s , 1 decm it hut :l. duty 10 the o Rlee to rectify 
tho mistake. '1'lH3I'O arc at least GO illcumble luna tics and some idiots at D un
drum, whvsc comforts will he sedulously looked after there during theil' Jives. 

T he Commissioners "think that th~ law should explicitly defiLlo who is to be 
detained in the cl'iminul IlSylulll." \¥ith tlw A'rcatcst diffidence un :J, subject of 
lllcut}J11YBi{,!a] lmport, I w01dd not gCllcmlisc. Eu.ch luuatic's caSB, tliol1(1'h beloIlO'_ 
jng to the same gronp 0 1' category of ofFe nces as amongst the SUll O, pn:!~cnt5 sugh 
varied aspects t]]at it should he jmlgctl of by itself, fl.nci left hnmediately to the 
decision of the LOl'd Lieutenant us Load of tile Execut ive, £li(led by the opinion 
of the law vOicers of tile Crown ill I rclnml on t he re port of tile Inspectors , 

As pCl't iuellt to this immedia te suhject, as well m; to show the dHllculty tllut 
might m'ise f rom any a Llempts at geuerali:~ation , I lIHt y quote th e scnt iments of the 
Inspectors, n.s sta.tod in their Rel)ort of 1855 :-

" Whilst on t he !:Iubj ect of criminality, ILn<l it s It:gul modificntiolls in rc~n.l'd tn lunatics, we 
would m ost respect fully ob!ll'l'I'c, tllllt ill OUI' opilli on it would be vcry desiruble in all im
portan t (U be);, itS wlu:m ,I 1ml'I y is acquil[cti, on th e.: jJlcn ofl u llHCY , of'murdel', or ofa ;;.e r iou!l 
attempt on tIll: life of nno tbclo

, that tL e ililtccecll"uls to lhe ad r;h oulrl Itt th o time bcjudicilllIy 
illVC!:lti;!uted. O nce illSiluity is cstnhlili!Jct!-and it gCllflmHy hIl PP~'l1fl to he the first poiat 
urged in defelice-the case cl oses; and t hose exci ting: causes, or illcidcu lal <',;I'CUlllstan ces, 
likely {O mod ify the j mi:!melll of the eourt in J'cgnrd to a prisoner thoroughly responsible 
(i.H his cOl)(ll1ct a l'l! It' f't ulUlucslitlncJ. 'l' l l\l ~ tl lc IUllalic labours und er :t dl'>lld vantage in one 
respect; lor, lh ongh aClJ lli tted ora nlUm l e l'im~, he mny still become the pCllu l suReloclo by a 
Iliorc h' lI!!lhcued cOlllinClIlcnto AlilOllgst ol.he lo iLlst.ances U111]~ 10 (J1\I' coglli"':lIlce, ilS il lus
trntivc o f thil; vicw, we ~ h :l !l n~fer to tlU'ec! the fil"i-ll , lhat of it man in t he Ccmra l Asyl um, 
·w ho, it wa s pmvcd, whil~t IabOLHi ll~ lIIu lt!r m~lni:w:d exci tement. 1"1'011\ jenlllll~y towards his 
wit~, in c" nserJ llcnco 01' bel' !:'uppoSIJ d Ih.'L'I luJIl of conduct" commilletl hO ll li c; idt-'o 0 11 reco
"Very 1i·,IHl Iii!; IIII'Hlllity hc Wll B brought t f) trilll, wlwil t he fact wa s I'loovt-' do Thi" person i ~ 
nell\' quite SlilIe , IUltl lHl.s bcen so filf ,lInte years. T ILl..! st~COlld insblll<: 1! we Tlmy !tddl l ce ~ ill the 
pCl'l>OIl 01 fllllall wh o, in a )3("u fTi .. , inilid.c.' d :t wound , Wl1i c11 ultimatdy c!11.1sc (1 death; he 
was aeqltiltcd 01\ lhe ph-a of be iu~ d"l1lug-cd III the time of t he occ urrence . Th,~ th ird is one 
of a pccuhar chm ac loer, lor t he i lld i\'illi l1l 1 in q uestion, acq ui tled a lso 0 11 lhr. p ica of insnni{y, 
eom\)\ains l h:! t he has then;:by been tuo:<l u illilirly nm.! harsh ly t reated; Lhat he ne" er wa,:; 
dcr:lI1gcd ; tha l the ofTelicc ht; cnmmiUc(1 was the re~u l t of the 1I1110dship ami inj ustice be 

. Hlifered a t the \,unlls of another, and of his cOI1!<e'luent a nger a lld cxcitemenl; aml that 
had hc bl'cli ni ed reguhll 'ly an d /ound guilty, h e wonld ha ve cscapetl wi th a. <.: ompal"ul.!vdy 
shOll. impriso nmf'nt. 

"'l'be t"i::co t'ds alone of' lhe fuet of trial, 11ud tile CU\lSC of acqui tlnl, cox ist in these and 
Eimilar Clt~t'~; Illit it wOldd be most Slt Li ~ lactory if SllCh record s wcr~ cO ll p led with the 
ufficia l inforlll ation of atlendanl t: l rcum~t,u1Ct'S , in ordcr that., wh ';: l1 s ub mitt ing theUl to the 
com;idcmtion oj' t· he Lord Li ~\l te llal1t l wt' mi~ li t be enablc ti t o furni.sh II III pie mate rial s fol' his 
EXI~\!Hrllcy's decision, a lld to 5ati~ly onrsclvcs we were j L1!!tlfi ed III !';tatill .... t lll'm. So long 
11& lUI asy lum- no mattel' I1 l1d N wll,[l d~llomilllllion, be it even that of cri minal- is made thl! 
recept acle or ClIl" IJnlo rtullatc l e ll ow- cl'ealu re.~, who, III the hour of gric\'olls mental dcr:l ll o-e_ 
ment, Inwe eOlll 111 illcti offences, in themselves t he IIi Ost appa ll ing, 0 10 o f th ose who, sub!>equ~nt 
t~ S(>lltl'lHoe, Illfly lose thci r rClisun nltugelilCl", so long its ill lllutc~ have a cla im on our 
it illdli l.'!'t ><YIII jlnthics ; it cen!;-cs hOIVl.'Ver t o fuln l its objcct I I~ th ro u~h a mistllken belle
l'olem.:r, c r 1"1'0111 want IIru s('I" u liny into thtl par ticul ars uf eneh case , it shou ld hecome the 
l" ~ s i {l e l1ce of parties lo r wlwill it wa~ !l o t lcg ili matl'!ly intp.IHl etl, or s hould <IU imm unity 
for tlw untl esl..!rv illg ue bc~urcd wi t.hi ll its !In.;cillclso'' 

In c1o~ill g- lll)' oLset'va.t ions on tl,C Ccniml.A:syhlU1, I feel pride in being :1.b1e 
to state tlli!t nrter nn exp en!lit,ure of' 20,4 17 L. 1 ,J' , 3 d. miL1utcly exam ined. by 
tl,e Audit ("ornll1 issioncrs, the onl y enOl" that. appenred W<I_'3 ono in volving the 
small Sli m of one shilling nud one )lCllUYo B llt it would be disingenuous were the 
i nsp ectors t.o tako credit to t hemscl n :s lor what, perhaps, m ny be mOI'~ properly 
attr ibuted to the officers of that insLit uLiotl. 

I ba1'6 n ot hHberto mentioned the mune, 01' m adc direct refcrcnee to my 
prescmt associflte in office, as Dlo, Hatchell cannot be held lLCCOllut.a.ble for any 
faults or defects charged against, or COllll ccted with, the control and management 
of Lunatic Asylu Hls in I reland . At thc same time it atfi:H'ds lUe grcat satisfaction 
to state, tlH\t 60 fnr as he considers hif,l experience qnali fies hi lll ill forming an 
opinion he fn IJy coincidcs in the genera] tenor of tlm Pl'13SE'Dt c01llmunication, as 
well as in t hc justice of any encomium that. could be b estowed ou the vcry satis-

factory 
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f.'l.ctory ma.nller in which the varied and onerous business of this department lias 
been cond ucted by the two zealous and dficient gentlemen nUnched to it as 
clerks. 

I ha-ve n.l eo careful1y abstained from introducing :mything thnt was not l'Clcvaot 
to the matters di scussed in the Heport., or thnt ('Quil l possibly give mubrage to 
the gentlemen whose signatures ate affixed to it, nml for whom personally I 
entertain every sentiment of respect ; a.nd if my obscrvnt.iom hn,'c l'tH} to n. greater 
length than I had anti cipated, the nature of the subject, and the interest yom 
LOl'dsllip lllust necessarily feel itl it, wiil, J hope, be d eemed stlAlcient excuse. 
Trllsting tlt n.t the legislative results of the inquiry, and the opinions el icited 
thereby, may, through your Lordship's SUPllOI't and iufluence, be suell as to satisfy 
the public miud on a question of the deepest social impor tance, 

I lmvc, &'c. 
(signod) J olin Nttgent . 

------------------
- II. -

RETURN showing the date of the first Publication of th o foregoing L J.!'f'fER. 

COPI ES of the Letter, printed at the pl'i"atcexpClIsc of t he writer, were circu
lated 0 11 the 14th October 1858, chiefly among parties connecteu witll Lunn.tie 
Asylums in Ireln.nd. 

- III.-

RETURN showing the date at Wllich tlw first issue of the Lunatic Asylullls 
(Iroland) Commissioners of Inquiry Report WllS mndo. 'by whom made, rmc1 
the nnmbcl' of copies then circulated:-

1. Tho first isrme: of the Report., complete, with Evic1cJ\cO am1 Appen
elices was made 011 the 2d .of Octobel' 1858. '*' 

2. Thnt issue was lluulo by mo, s.s Secretary. 

3 . The numbel' of copies then circulated was fifty. 

N ote. - On my llpplicntioll oy letter, dated 11 til October 18GS, to the Secretary 
of the Treasul'Y, asking, on special grounds, tlmt the Lorus Conuuissiot\er8 would 
authorise the issue to me (for distribution by directiQIl of Lll C' Commissioners 
of In(luiry) of additional cOlliEs of the Report, their Lordsh ips were pleased to 
direct the Comptrol ler of H er Majesty's Stationery OOice to transmit to me fi fty 
additional copies, whieh I l'occive d, mul dllly issued, ill tite fi rst week of Noyell1-
ber 185S. 

(signed) Hr. J. Earry, 
Late Secl'ct:ll'Y to the Lunatic Asylums Inquiry 

Commission, 

], Clmdes Streot, Uerkelc,), Squure, 
14th March 1859 . 

• C0f. Les of th o U C110 rt (witholl t UJe Eyidence anlt AIJPclldice~ ), WI)I'O tl'llll H ll i ttl)cl to tho Secn~ttl.l'y 
for the {omo D O)lflrtment fo r pre~ntntion 10 rnlth Houses of P nrli llnHJJlt. all 1110 <lOth of June, and 
]lfcsontc d nn the IU tll of J'l ly til both Hou ses ; (I delny of "orne (111~'S having been occuI;ioned by the 
absenoe frolll l.ontlon ofthtl two En;;' l i~ll Com missione1"8, 'vilos!) sign a1ures Ilnd to be nflixod to the 
R O}lOrt suiJacqucnt.ly to it.:! truusmi8.'1ioll. 
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COPY of a LETUR addressed to the Chjef Secre

tary for I rtland. by Dr. NugclIt, Inspector of 

Lunatic Asylums, in Teply to S'f.HENENTS in 

the REPORT of the COlUUSSION.£RS of hQl!InY 

into LONJ.Tle AsYLOlIS in i rela.ndj also, 

R£TURXS showing the Date of tbe first Publi
cation of such LETTER; and tll6 D o.te at 

which the first Issue of the Com.usSJONf.RS· 

REroRT was mnue, &0. 

(M', Fagan.) 

Oi"I1~red. bll the Hou$'Cl of Common!, to be Prillted, 

'12 ,March 1859. 

147· Utlder 4 oz. 


