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ABSTRACTS of the most serious REPR ESENTATIONS made by the .several 

M EDJ CAL SUPERtNTE;DENTS of PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS (Fever Hospitals, 

Infirmaries, Dispensaries, &c.) in the Provinces of ULSTER, MUNSTER, 

L EINSTER and CONNAUGHT. 

• 

(PRESENTED BY CDM MAND OF HER MAJESTY.) 

(Extract.) 

Castle, Dublin, 7 March 1846. 

THE Commission having given their deep and serious consideration to the 

last Reports from Medical Dispensaries, &c. in confirmation of the increase , 
of Fever and Dysentery throughout the country, respectfully loy before his 

. Excellency the accompanying Abstracts taken from those Statements, and 

solicit his Excellency's attention to this alarming exigency. 

The Commission do not venture to propose any distinct measure, but merely 

to urge the general necessity that his Excellency should have ti,e means of 

directing medical inspection or attendance immediately as the localities require 

it, so as to avert the progress of diseaser and adopt such other sanatory 

i'egnlations as may secure the public health . 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

(signed) 

Richard Pennefather, Esq., Under Secretary, 

&c. &c. &c. 

1 20. 

Your obedient Servant, 

J. P. Kennedy, Secretary. 
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RETURNS 'FROM ~tElJICAL OFFICERS OF FEVER HOSPITALS, 

ABSTRACTS of the mo!'t serious Representation!'> made by the several MEDICAL SUPERINTE:NDENTS of 
PUD LIO INST ITU T IONS (Fe,'er Hospitals, infi rmaries, Disptmsnries, $tc.), in tbe Province:;; of ULSTER, 

MUNSTEU, LEiNSTER and CONNAU:~G~IJ~T~. ______ .:.... ___ _ 

COUNT'l, 
~, 

DATF. of REPORT. 

ANTRIl\l: 
February 18, 1Sol6 

AR!dAG H: 

February 141 1846 

February 16, 1846 

CAVAN, 

February 23. 1846 

DISTRICT. 

Ranualsto\\. n -
H . Vef:Son, 

Medical Officer. 

Vcmer's Bridge 
Arthur Ardlljrh. 

Medical Uffi cer. 

Poyntz PASS • . -
WrIl. Moorhcod, )1 . D. 

Markclhill 

Josh. 1\1. Lynn, N.D. 

Belturbet 

W. M. W3de, !tI. O. 

A rvagh -

Wro. Myles, . 
f..led icnl Officer. 

BallJjamesdulf -

Geo. Nixon, M.D. 

February {S, \Si6 Mullagh 

February 1],18.+6 

February 18,18.f6 

Ft~b ruary 16, 1146 

DONWAL, 

February 17, 1846 

Edwd. Kellett, M.D. 

Kingscourt • • 

n. Malcomson, 
JII.D. ami Surgeon. 

Shercock 

Jas. Adorns, 
Medical Officer. 

Swanlinbar 

Winslow Finlay, 
1\ledical Officer. 

Donaghmore . • 

R. t\1. Tagard, M.D. 

Moville · 
Jno. Irvine, 

SlIr~eon, R.N. 

U LSTE R. 

NA'fORl-: OF REPORTS. 

• • Jaundice 31111 di3nh~a exist from unsoundnellS and insufficiency of 
food. Breaking out oftlisease apprehended where destitution exists . 

_. Oiar rlu:ea tt) a eomiile rable extent ex ists in district, produced from 
constant u~e of diseased potatoes. If provisions keep high, fever and 
other diseases are feared to brf'.ak out. 

• - Fever and influenza have increased in the proportion of four to one 
within last two monLhll; but not entirely attributable to iDsufficielicy 
and unsoundness of food. 

• • [<'ever, diarrhrea and dyspepsia have increasecl considerably, and arc 
in many cases traceable to the use of unsound potatoes. It is very 
probable that fever will break out and spread, especinlly among the 
lower orders. Wmlltl be of the utmost importance for every clispen. 
saryto have n small fever ho~pital attached. Di .. tl'ict is six miles fro m 
the llospitnl of Union workhouse. 

• - Dyspep8ia, diseases ofa!imentnry canal, dysentery an (1 diarrhcea nre 
caused by unsound food. Cottiers are withuut even tainted potatoes 
for food. Many unemployed poor of district nre in n sUtr'Ving condition . 
Breaking out of disease apprehended with ccrtainty from destitution 
arising from scarcity of food; .. it cannl't he othemise." Suggeflts 
employment and the erection of 0 fever hospital to diminish the proba. 
bility of disease. District is seven Irish miles from Cavan Hospitnl. 

- • Apprehends brenk ing out of. disense from destitution, ari~ing from 
want of filod. Bowel complaints, painful and viulent griping, with 
other violent symptoms, continuing eight til twclve hours; caused hv 
the use of unsound potatoes. Suggests employment of the poor, anCl 
formation of storehouses fo r oatmeal to be sold at rcasooaUie prices. 

•• Apprehends fe,er io district; strongly recommends establishment 
of a fever hospitul, and the plncing of funds ill tlte hands of the 
clergy and di,trict medic:al officel'l!l for relief of tllt poor, who cannot 
obtain admission into the poor-house. 

• - Five hundred able-bodied men and an equal number of women 
beaides mony small farmers, are seeking employment. Apprehend~ 
breaking out of diseal'e wllere 8c3I'City ex ists; the people bf'ing un. 
employed are unable to purchase food. Outbreak of fever frequeut 
in summer months, and spreads rapidly fo r want of an hospital, the 
wsnt of which is keenly felt by labouring population. !Suggests 
employment for the poor. 

- - Three th ousand and sixty JlenOn! relieved at dispensary within five 
months past. Five or ~ix thousand poor unemployed. Breaking out of 
disease apprehended in the ~prjng and summer. Suggests the erection 
of a fever hospital in dimict where desti tution is heavily felt, and iii the 
only available meAn~ ofpreventi llg !he ilpread of contllgion. MediCAl dis. 
tr ict of officer embraces a di~ mcter of twelve miles from his residence. 

• - In ft ammation of st()mach and diarrham nre frequent, and attribu~ 
table to rt.e use of bad pot-uoes. I Ilfl.uenza now epidemic, but will not 
say it is so {rom insufficiency of fuod. Increase of fever expected in 
April, or sooner. Sogge~t.;; tbat fe.er hnspitals be erected on every 
tbree square miles of district. . 

- • Several cases o.f typhu~ fe"l"r ha"e tecentl~ appeared; insufficiency 
of food the cause In some instancE'S. Fever wLlI bl'eak out to a frightful 
extent in the event oj' scarcity of food. Suggesta local fever hospitals 
to be establislled for the removal of eases as tbey 'occur. 

- • InflLl~r"ZIl, Bcatlatina, small.pox, and, much above all, stomach and 
bowel rllseuse .ex.ist, varying to fatal inflammation . Diseased potatoes 
may be the e)[Jstlnl,\ ~a\!se .. Ap~rehenda the spread of disease, parti
cularly fever; prO¥1810ns bemg likely to be dear lind scarce, and the 
supply of ~uel !CAn!y. Suggests. tem porary hospital relief, nnd thnt 
non'~.:lnta~lous med ical and suqpcnl cnses be admitted to workhousl;': 
hOSpltAI wlt boLlt the" workhouse test." 

- . TJ:phus fever prevaill, but m.lt fl:s an ep~demic. Apprehends the 
breakLllg out of fever from destitution, nmlng rrl.lm failure of potnto 
cr~p~_ 

\. 

A . 



GAOLS, D1!.PENSARIES AND INFIRMAJUES IN IRELAND. • ., 

MUNSTER. 

COUNTY, 
~d 

D.-\TE of REPORT. 

CLARE, 

February 13, 184fi 

CORK, 

DlSPE:olSARY. &e. 

Newmarket-on·Fergus Dis
pensary. 
J. P. Evans, Esq., M.D. 

Tulia Dispensary 
J. Fraser, M.D. 

Scariff Dispen!lary -
D. D. Egan, M.D. 

Kclkee Dispensary -

John Griffin, M.D. 

Ennis Gaol and Fever 
Hospital. 

G. W. O·Brit'n. 

February 20, 184fi Boherboe Kanturk 

February 17, 184fi CrookhavC'n 

James ~1 'Cormick. 

February 19, 11146 Fermoy Fever Hospital 

Charles MurpllY. 

Fcbrullry 17. 1846 Dnllyhooly D ispensary 

J . P. Edgar, N . D. 

120. 

Mitchelstown Fever Ho
spit~1 and Dispensary. 

E. O'Neil. 

Glo\\'nton 

U. W. Purcell. 

W:llergr3ss Hill 
Duvid nurry~ 

I<ins:llc Fe\'er Hospit:tl 

.t::.. Bi>llwp . Al D. 

NAT U REO F REP 0 R T. 

- - A large pro~ortion of poor attacked with colic, pur~ing lind vomiting, 
after eating bad potatoe~; the entire population of village living 011 

.unsound poulloes. 

- - Fever patients haTe incrcased nearly two-thirds, compared with last 
year . l\Jllny uf the !loor unemployed; putatoes daily getting worse. 

- - Four-fifths of poor unemployet1 . The dilease of potato crop daily 
progressing. No potatoes in market for ~Ie. 

_. A peculiar form of low fever prevalent for the Illst three or four 
months, to be attributed. in some degrce, to the me of' unsound potll
toel. Fully three·founhs of the labourers unemployed for the last 
three months. An outbrCflk of disease apprehendell, if measures to 
avert the threatened famille be not adopted . 

- - Diarrhcra has slightly appeared from the use of unsoond potatoes. 
A great nom ber of poor unemployed il1 district. No doubt but pelili
lence will mQnifest itself in the absence of prompt relief mCJlsurcs. 

- - Fevcr and dinrrllcra doubled, and attrjbuted to the ule of unsound 
potatoes. GlIStric fever much increased. An outunmk of diseage 
apprehended fl'om scarcity of food . 

• - An increase of disease, nttributed to the use of unsound pntatoes. 
Fever and dinr rhcra increa~ed during the last month . An increase of 
fever milch drendeu, from its passing through the whole fmni ly, if Qrlce 
admitted. . 

- - An immensc number unemployed, witll0U[ food, clothing nr fuel. 
Typhus fever and dysentery will become extensi\'e, if relief be not 
afforded. 

- - The increase of fever 50 alarming here, that a spccinl meeting of 
the subscribers is to be called for its consideL'ntion. A grellt many 
unemployed, nnd the dinres .. consequent is atanning. T he spread of 
contagious fever apprehended . 

_ - Patienu at Dispcnsar), increasing in number. Typhus .fever and 
other diseases increased, in consequence of t ho:! use (,It' bad potatoes. 
Daily application' for relief at Dispensflry, formerly eight or ten, haS 
latterly increased to fifty or sixty, in con~eql1ence of the use of unsounJ 
food Visit ing calli, eight or ten daily. An outbreak of feve r appre
hended. in const:qnencc of tJae unSOUllclnetlS and scarcity of food. :Sug. 
geats ilOm ediate employment, anll the erection of a fever Hoapillil 
at Ballyhooly. 

__ Typhus and other fevers prevalent, and relapses frequent. Rowel 
complaints more prevalent WIthin the last month. Patienta at Fever 
Hospito l have increased one. third, compared with othel' ye:lr •. Numbers 
unemployed. 

__ Dy@enterylatterlyprevalent, trom tIle ule of unsound potatoes. The 
number of patients in district huve increased forty per cent., attributed 
(0 the aame cause. " f ears it! a few months lhere will not be a sound 
·puttllo in ha.lf the diitrict. 

_ _ Gastric affection. more prevalent Ihan for the last ten years. Bilious 
uffections alarmingly prevulent, from the use of unsound pot:\l('lC~ . 
Numher. unemployed. C.hoiera or low f"ver must be the result of the 
exi~ting lIeces~ily at.' th~se clepel1l.lent on unsouutl puu:r.tOl;!s . 

• _ Fever hall been prcvalen t for the I II ~t ei.Kht mOlJth~. fro m the t1n!uund· 
nells und insuflicit:ncy of food . MallY III wUIH 01 C'JIlIJ!OYlUl:l.Il. .-\n 
Olltbreak of disease b"cn(:rully 3pprehelld~d. 

( crmtilllud) 



RETURNS FROM MEDIC A.L OFFICERS OF fEVER HOSP ITALS, 

1\'J IT N S T E R-continued. 

COUNTY, 
/l.ud 

DATE (Of It~PORT. 

CORK-ConWtued. 

DISP£KS .... Ry , &0;. 

February 19, 1846 l\"lacroom Dispeusary 

' Varren Crook, M. D. 

February 19, 1846 Timoleaguc 

Fraucis Ffolliut. 

KERRY ~ 

February IS, 1846 Tralee Infirmary 

Francis Crumpe, Esq. 
) t . D . 

February 18, 184fi Tralee Fever Hospital 

Jeremiah Segrue, Esq. 
M.D. 

February !II , 1846 Tarbert _ 

w. W. Kennedy, Esq. 

February ~'2, 1846 Sneem _ 

G. H. Doran. Esq. 

February '13 , 1846 Arc.lfert -

T homas ~"lahony, Esq. 

February 17. 1846 Gunsboro' Dispensary 

J. M 'Crystal, n. n. 

February 17, 1846 Caherciveen Fever Hos
pital and Dispen$ary. 

James Barry,lot.n. 

Castle Gregory 

J . W. Basteed, Esq. 

February 16, 1846 Dingle _ 

Robert Hickson, M . n. 
George Williams. 

February 15, 1846 Tralee Gaol 

Francis Crumpe, M. D. 

"ATUns. OF REPORT. 

- - Disease has considerably increased during the last fortn ight. T he 
number of patients io distl'ict greatly jocreases of late .. Fever certainly 
con~equent on the use of unsound potatoes. A"conslderable Dumber 
unemployed in the di strict. 

- - Bowel complaints much more prevalent than us ual , attributable to 
the i llsufficie-n l~y nnd unsoundness of food. T he number of patieuts 
much increases from same cause. An immense nun1ber of unemployed 
poor in dis trict in the deepe~t poverty. If some decisive relief be not 
afforded, the amoun t of disease, consequent on the want of food, cannot 
be conjectured. 

- - Fever ani! dysentery becoming more prevalent;, also scarlatina, 
measles and houping cough leverely pre\'alent, but ~ot ~ttr!butcd tD 
unsou ndness of food . A vast number unemployed 10' dIstrict, some 
poor in the country working for 4 d. a day, without diet. 

- - The nnmber of pa tienlll have much increased. The admissions in 
January 18+5, 16. In JanuRry 1846, I,p. T he increase C8nnot he 
llttributed t D the quality of food. A considerab le amou nt of 
poor unempluyed. A great increase of fever apprehended as conse
quent 011 tht' use of un~ound food. 

- . Disease apprehended as consequent on tIle destitu ti on arising from 
the insufficiency of food. 

- - The number of patienli have increaied as ten to oue, attributed to 
the quality of food. An extension of feve r 3pprchended. Suggests 
the erection of n fever hospital as n means of preventing the extension 
of cuntagion. 

- - From the increased disease in potatoes, scarcity and its consequen t 
evils will prevail, if other food be not IiUb&lituterJ . 

- - Fever and small-pox have increased, though not attributed to the 
u!e of unllOund food. 

- - Fever and diarrhrea more prevalent than usual, fro m the use of 
unsound potatoes. A very great number of unemployed poor in 
district; disease apprehended . 

- - A considerable number of labourers arc unemployed. A grent 
scarcity apprehended, and consequently a spread of typhu& fever and 
dysentery. 

- - A great incre-ase of fever and small-pox. The number of potients a t 
tl ispellsary increased one·third. A thousand labourers unemployed in 
district. Fever very rife. No fever hOtipital withir, thirty miles. 
Suggests the giving of employment and the establishmen t of a feve r 
hospital; th e poor in district havin g generally but one bed, and 
therefore obliged to sleep together. 

- - Fever ond dy~entery increasing from the use of uosound potatoes. 
The number of pU lients at di spensary have increllscd. Gr.ellt numbers 
unemployed in di:mict. Fever and bowel complaill t dreaded. 

February ~4. J846 PaJlaskenny Dispensary - - - States that bowel complaints have appeared, which he attributes to 
uns?undness of food. A great number of unemployed poor in distr il..1 . 
Beheves the potato crop lO be getting worse. . 

February ~~, 1846 Kilpeacon Dispensary - - ~tatel that feve r and dysentery hnve appeared within the last month 
or IIX weeks . . I ncrea~e of dysentery cales attributed t o unsound puta 
toes. A conSiderable number of unemployed poor in this dist rict. 
Apprehends disease to n considerable extent. 

February !l8, 1846 Murroe Dispensary - • States that fever of a fatal character is more preva lent than usual 
wllich he attributes to use of unwholesome food eXlreme wctness of 
the winter, together with bad night covering and co nfined ail'. Pota 
toes not fit food for man o~ Least .. Two-lenlI IS of labourers unemployed; 
dreads the breaking out of diseru;c. 



'GAUI.S, Dl!lPE~ S ;\Rlt:S ."'~D JNFII!MARIES I N IR E LA ND . 

M U N S T E R -conliluted. 

COUNTY, 
and DISPENSARY, kc. NAT U REO F n E P 0 n T' 

DATS or REPORT. 

February 28, 1846 Kii/innnn Fever Hospital . - - StntCiI that fe ver has increased; stomach complaints are very pre
valent, which he a ttributes to bs9.neu und insuAiciency of food . . _.(\ 
gl'cat m!lny unemployed poor in district. Apprehends tbe breaking 
out of dlsense to some extent. 

Febr uary ~1, 1846 Kilmallock Uispensary _ -. States that fever and small-pox haTe latel y appeared, which seem 
to have been generated by the use of diseased potatoes. A considerable 
number of persons unemployed. Apprehendsthe breaking out ofdiseaBe. 
States that no eIfectual medical rehef can be afforded from Dispensary 
unless it be supported out of Consolidnl.td Fund, or by a rate on pro· 
perty. 

February !la, 18.46 Clu"ina Dispensary - _ - - St.'ttes that a few cases of bowel aWeetion have appeared, which has 
been attributed to the use of unsound potatOe5. A considerable num
ber of unemployed poor in district. Appn:hends a scarcity of food 
about the middle of May. 

February 18, 1846 Patrick's Well Dispensary • - States that there is more sickneu this year than usual ; tllat unless 
public works are provided, the poor will be deuitute. A pprehends the 
breaki ng out of dIsease consequent ou !carcity of food. . 

February 18, 1846 Newcastle Fever H ospital 

TIPPERARY 

WAT ERFORD , 

F ebruary ~6, 1 846 

Clonmel Dispensary . -

J .M'Ooutley; 111. 0., 

Surgeon. 

Bonm:1l1on Dispensary -
George Walker. 

}'ebl'uary ~o, t 846 · L i~LOore Fever Ho;;pital -

M. QlIinland, Esq., U .D. 

FebruarY'll , 1 846 

February 19, 18,,0 

'fIPPEHAR Y; 

February'l I , 1846 

February 21:, t 8+6 

Tro.more 

G . Waters, Esq., M.D. 

Port Law 

James Mllrtin, Esq. 

Canick-on,S lI ir Dispensary 
and FeTer H oapital -

John P urcell, Esq. 

111OmastollVn Dispensary -

J ohn Ryan, M.D. 

Februtlry !OlO, 1846 Thurles Fever Hospi tal -

M. J. Quinlan. 

February 18, 1846 

WATERFORD : 

February ~4, 1846 

Dorrisoleigh Dispensary -

E. W. Pi nchin , Esq., 
Surgeon. 

D ungnrvan Dispensary. -
/ \1 thur QUID. 

Dungarvau Fcvel' H ospital 

February 18, 1846 Watedord Gaol • • 
Wm. Cat roll, 1>1. D., F. R. C. S_ 

1 'lOA 

- - Stales that there are nearly double the number \?ffever cases ill dis
t rict . Apprebends disease consequent on scal'city of food . 

• _ T yphus fever , the prin ci pal epiderllic, i, increasing, and attributed 
prinCIpally to the cold and moisture of tbe !eason. 

- . A great increase of fever in district. From 150 to 'l00 unemployed 
in the village of Bonmahon. A considerable increase offever nppre-
h ended from the scarcity ami high price of food. ' . 

- _ The di !lCa~e in potato crop extending. The poor will be in A de
ploralJle stnte for want of food, or means of I' llTchasing it, during the 
mOl1ths of April, May, June undJuly. 

__ An incI'ense of bowel complaint., anributed to tbe use of uosound 
food. A grent number of poor Iloemployed; fever apprehended as 
the concomitant of poverty. 

· _ t\ great prevalence of gastr ic fevcr, with a tendency to relapsC5. 
An incrense of rever dreaded as cOllselluent on the daily increase Ot 
disense in the potato crop. 

_ • Fever very much on the increase. - Fever notl dysentery preTalent in 
district, nnd attributed to the use of white potntoel, and uncleanly habits 
of the l!lwcr order of the population. A .,ery great number of uncm
ployed in district. Fever certainly anticipated. -. . 
_ _ Fever, dyumterj and diarrhcen increased, nnd at tributed to un· 
soundness ' of food. The number of patients considerably increased. 
Typhus I'evl!t apprehended as conrequent on famine . 

__ Fever more prevalent in district for last few months than usu al. 
Number of pat ients in district moch increased from constant raiD, in
sufficiency of food, and bad covering. Labouring clalSes wretchedly 
olf for ~ant ' of employment. Fever of a malignant type apprebended 
as consequcnt on the approaching famine . 

__ DiarrhO!D. appearing during last fortnigbt from d l.e use of bad pota· 
toes, n great int:reast: of fever l)pprehend~d. ._ . - -

__ Bowel complaint very prevalent, !rom the use of unsound potatoes. 
Di arrhrea and dys~lltery prevalent, from the same causes. The num-
ber of pntieOis at dispensary have cOlUliderably increased. ' 

• _ Fever more prevalentthan usual, attributed to unsoimd neu of rood. 
Tne number of patients in feve r hospital hnv!: increased 20 per Cent. 
frOIn the u~e of UllSOUlld food. 

_ _ Fever more prevalent tnan usual for th e last six months, but not 
from the quality of food . Fears the prescnt epidemic of fever will be 
greatly aggravated by the scarcity of food. 

B LEINSTER. 
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COUNTY. 

CARLOW 

DUBLIN • 

KILDARE 

KILKENNY 

KING'S 

LOUTH 

MEATH 

RETURNS ' FROM MEDICAL OFFICERS OF FEvEU HOSPITA LS, 

LE I NS T E R, 

UVER HOSPI.TAL, GAOL, "c. 

. Saggart and Rathcool Dis· 
pelWLry. 

M. 'T. O'Kelly, 
Surgeon. 

Ratbdown Fever Hospital. 

Wm. Plant, Jd. D. 

Kilcock Dispensary 

Thos. Wade, M . n. 

Monasterevan D ispeosary. 

Thos. Carroll, ~I. D . 

Frelhford Fever Hospital. 
Frelbford Dispensary. 

Jrunes Cu llcnan, M. D. 

Graigu~ Dispensary 

R. Whelan, )I.D. 

Ca!!tlecomer Fever H O's-
pital. . 

C. E. Ros~. M.D. 

. Tullllmore Gaol 

Geo. Pierce, 111.0. 

Clara Dispensary 

R.E. Walsh, M .D. 

Rhode Dispensary _ 

John Read, M . D. 

Carl ingford 

R. S. Strong, M.D. 

Slane Dispensary 

Thos. MCGwty. 

Si:reen Dispensary -

H. B. Webb. 

NAT un E 0 F REP 0 R T. 

· ·- Nil. 

__ Number of stomach and bowel complaints ' nearly double that of 
fo rmer years, caused bj un~oundnes8 of potatoes. Not many persons 
unemployed. Suggests the providing some seed potatoes, and 
refers to Dr. Corrigan's work as suggesting be!t means of preventing 
spread of discnse. . 

_ - An incrca.sein number of fever patients, the avernl{e number being 
double that of preyious years, owing to keeping patients in their own 
cabins. States this from positive knowledge. !Suggcus the immediate 
increase of accommodation for fever plltients in the Rathdown Hos. 
pital, District Half-barony of Rathdown. (Same Return from Rath
down Dispensary.) 

• - Average number of patients double that offormer years, attributable 
to unsoundness of ' food. District parishes of CloncurfY, Kilcock, and 
parts of Clane, Moyglan and Kilc100D parishes. 

• - That last season principal disease was influenza; but since January 
last 117 patients have been treated fo r bowel complaints. being an 
increase from one to fi ve, attributed by patients to use of di~ea8ed 
potatoes j and that if sound food, even in small quantities, be not 
supplied, disease must eventually spread. Suggests a commission store 
for sale of meal at moderate prices. 

• - Some few cases of dinrrha:a Imve made their appearance within the 
last few weeks; may be attributed to unsound food. If immediate 
measures be not taken to ioupplr food at moderate prices. we shall have 
fever, &c. Suggests the establishment of provision stores . 

• - Bowel complaints have heen frequent, and are attributable to 
unsoundness of food; the healthy being unusually wet and unnutritious 
this season. 'Fears prevalence of disease in summer months, from 
scarcity anti deafness of pro~i8ions j the lumper potato being no w 
nearly double its usual price. Suggests collecting stores of Jndilln 
corn, and carrying out public work~ . 

- - That hospital book shows a great increase of mortality this year. 
Food at all times bad . The hospital bas been overcrowded for lust 
three/cars. Apprehends breaking Qut of di sease. Suggests neces
sity 0 putting Fever Hospital in efficient state. and under proper 
control ; also to supply BOrne food and employment. 

- - PO·talOe. fit for food will loon be run out. Has had to exclude 
use of potatoes from County Infi rmary, from the impossibility of 
obtaining them sollod. 

- - For the last five or six weel<s a bowel disease, with bloody flux. 
has been on the increue, which very likely is produced by unsound 
food. Fears that disease wilt spread IlS prOVisions become scarce. 
Suggests giving of employment. 

• - Fears that disease may occur a.fter a short period; numbcrs being 
now vcry destitute. 

- - Some cases of dia·rrhcr:a. and dysentery have arisen, caused by eating 
of potatoes partly disC1l!ed. Fears vllry much breaking out or fevers, 
dysentery and diarrhrea. in spring nnd summer, aa rllod is now nearly 
exhausted, and Feople have no means of procuring it. 

• - Fever nnd dysentery more prevalent; may be nttributed to use of 
unsound food. Average number of patients increased one.fourth. 
Suggests giving of employment. 

- - Number of patients nearly same as last year, but tIysentery, with 
low typhus fever, has appeared, produced by unloundness of potato 
crop. Apprehends breaking out of disease. Present wages too low 
to sup port people. 
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COUNTY. FEVER HOSPITAL, GAOL,"c. N ATUftE OF REPORT. 

},hATU
cfJntinued. 

Wl!.XFORD 

QUEEN'S 

WESTU£ATH -

120 . 

Nnvan Fever Hospital 

A. Hudson. M.P. 

CllStlctown and Wilkins_ 
town Dispeoiary. 

C. Hamerton. 

Fethard Dispcllsary 

H. Biggs, bl.n. 

Oulan Fever H O~l'ital 

R. H arvcy, Surgeon .. 

Cion roche Dispensary 

11.. H.-Courtenay, 
Surgeon: 

Mount Mellick Dispensary 

H. Croley, M.D., 
". n..C.S.I. 

Mount RD.th Dispensary -

Fever Ho~pit31 

H. C. Smith, Surgeon. 

Clonaslee Dispensa.ry 

G. H. Allowy. 

Marybow' County Infir
mary, Gaol ofMaryboro' 
Fever H ospital, Abbey
leix and Maryboro' 
D urrolv Dispensary. 

J. W. $wan, H. D. 

Cutlttown -Delvin Dis· 
pensary. 

J. W. \.Villiams, H. D. 

Rahcen D ispensary -

J. N. Walsh. 

Kilbcggan Dispensary 

- - Oiarrh'!llO. anJ dysen tery nre more frequent than usual; may he 
attributed to unwundness or insufficiency of food; average number 
of patients not increased. Suggest!! providing food, fue l, bedding, 
&c. Distri ct immediately around NavKn . 

• • Dyacntery affections and diarrh(!!8 are more prevalent thsn in 
former years; attributable to unwhnlesomenCSl nnd insufficiency of 
food. In ~lI:nuary 1845. number of cases, 18; in January 18415,63. 
Suggesta grt"lng employment and wholesome food. District embraces 
five miles. 

- - H as scrious feal'S that .disea&e will brc~k.out with much severity, 
fro~ sc.arccneas of f?od . Sugge.6t.a the bUlldmg of a feve~ hospital, 
wfuch 15 much required. he havlOg three casca of fever lYlOg in UDe 

bed. 

- - Irish cholera nOIf prevalent; attributable to unsoundness of food. 
Fe..1TS further Ipread of disease, from bad lltate of potatoes. Suggests 
giving cmploYlllcnt. 

__ CutaneouJ dist."3se increased by one hundred of dUH of last year; 
attribillable to insufficie ncy of food, and its bad quality. Fears epi
demic breaking out. Suggests proper attention to cleanlinel'll. 

__ A bad fever now prevalent; not attributllble to nature nf food. 
Much of bo ... ·eJ complaints now prevlliling. owing t(l bad potatoes. 
Apprchends, very seriously. ,Ill extensive sprclld of fever. Suggests 
supplying pL'Ople with wholeliome food. 

__ In district in which potatoes are much diseased, diarrhcea, diseased 
ItomBclu aud grell' pr05t",,~ion of strength prevail. Fears further 
spread, if m~ans be not taken t.o Bupply sound food and enforce 
cleanliness . 

• -Tv!,hus fever of a mo.l ignant character alarmingly prevalent; Dot 
allog-e ther nttributable to unsoundness of food; owing, in some degree, 
to scarcity of food. Suggests providing good lind sufficient food, and 
&trict atteation to cleanliness. ConsiueN present an unhealthy season. 

_ _ Fever ntt.euded with d iarrhCIIQ mcre pre-valent this yeu than usuat ; 
attributed to use of diseased potlltoes. 

__ Der:mgelnent of stomach and bowels attend ellth case of fevc r ; 
attributahle to unsoundness of food. A good number unemployed. 
Unless employment ond a Bupply of good fnod be secured, famine, willI 
its attendant diseaie, is to be feared. 

• _ Sone cases of diarrhaa have lately appeared; attributable to un
soundness of food. 

__ Disease haa b~oken out already to a very considera,?le e:r.~ent. 
Fears it will be d readfully aggravated when actunl scarcity arrives, 
unle,ss whnlsome food be provided, instead of what ill now (lI~t fa il! ng 
both in quantity and qulllity; as al..;o employment to enable It being 
purchnsed. 

S. Dingan. 

__ Average number of patients illcrea~d ~e.8ixth since commeDC':
ment of ,cor ; disease of stomach ~nd antestlDeil ~Olt" prevalent; attri
butable in Illllnr instances to scarcity of food j animal, fed on p~talnes 
alone will not talt..m. H igh price.of (.)3t~eal has aillo led to dlleue. 
A numu\:( uf UIlCfll lJ!oyed pel"llon~ III dlstnct. Suggesulocal employ
ment. 

County- Infirmary, M ulliogari 
Gaol, Mullingar; Fever 
HOllpi tal, MulJingnri Dis
pen!o.ry uf Kinnegad. 

J. Lightburne. 

_ • Several ca~ea of bowel complaints; anributable to bad food. A 
great number of persons unemployed. Apprehends that typhus fever 
and bovrel complaints will be very prevalent. Suggeu5 that employ
ment be given to enable poor to procure food. 

c (continwtd) 
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COUNTY. 

WxnM EATI1-
cQlItinwta. 

WICKLOW 

RETURN S F ROYI MEDIC.-\L OFF1CERS OF FEVE R H OSPITALS, 

LEINSTER-continued. 

FEVER HOSPITAL, GAOL, leo 

Collinstown Dispensary -

G. M. Da\i dge,!IiI .D. 

Redcr06! ud DQng,nswwn 
Dispen .. ry. 

J\ . M. Sherwood. 

Blessington D ispen&ary 

G. Robinson, M. o. 

Annamorc Dispen~ary 

E. H. Harding, M. D. 

Wicklow Fever Hospital 
and Wicklow Gaol. 

A. Nolan, :.I . D. 

NATURE OF R E POR T. 

• • Number of patients have increased one-sixth. Di~ense which has 
8!lpcared is attributable to nature of diet now used by poor. Many 
person. now unemployed. Apprehends breaking out of disease. 
Suggests supplying Klund food . 

• - Fl'Ter now prevalent: considers diseases attribntable to bad potawes, 
being u&ed by bakers in their bread: sliggellts, to $I.>\y spread oidisease., 
adding beds for recept ion of fever pAtients to the Dispensary Districts, 
as fe ver hOipitnlii III Arklow and Wick low are not able to contain the 
cases occurring. 

-- Apprehends tllat anlongst small farmen there will be much destitu
tion, and consequently disease. They generally illhabit n district ut 
foot of mounta ins where there is no employment. Sug~ts that in 
pari5hes of B1ackditches and Hollywood a commiuee be (oTDled to give 
relief by employment, or gratuito~sly . 

-. A good deal of low feve r prevalent. Latterly a speciel of dyse ntery 
becllming prevalent, in Home instances caused by use of diseased 
potatoes. D iseases of skin and stomach nre mil ch more prevalent; also 
attributable to kind of food used. Suggcsls g iving such out·door relief 
as may be euggel>ted by medical attendant. 

- ' Fever latterly on the increase; may be fai rly attributed to unsound
nt65 of food. Many periOns in district but caliu!llly supplied with 
employment. Much fears progress of discoie. Suggests giving of em_ 
ployment, and such measures as will keep down price of provisions. 

CONNAUGHT. 

-\ 
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CO N N AU G HT. 

COUNTY. 

GA LWAY: 
February ~3, 1846 

February 16, 1846 

RETUR...'1 ."0), MEDICAL 

OFFICElt. 

Ann:ldown DiiipcnMlry 

E. Dnn nelleun, M. D. 

Clifd,m D ispensllry -

W. H. Salfield; E!q. , r.r. D. 

February Ig, 1846 ~Iollevin Dispensary 

D. Prench, Esq. 

February 19. 1846 D onamn re Dispen!llry 

C. DIf"yer, Esq., )1. D . 

Februnry 18, 1840 Ardahan DispenslI.ry 

M. D. Nola.l, Esq., M . D. 

February '.w, 1846 Ballin:tsloe Dispensary 

T. Harrison, M.D. 

Febru:lry 17,1846 Miltown Dispt:m.ary 

Jni . Shlke, E~q. 

February 17, 1846 Loughrea m"penlary 

LEITRIM: 

Februnry 22, 1840 

MAYO: 

FehruarY'25. 1846 

February '10,18-\6 

ROSCOMi\ION : 

February 2'2 , 1846 

SLIGO 

. H . Clovnn , ·M.D. 

GleMmnddll nnd Willinms
lown Dispensary. 

\Y. E. DonnellRn, Esq. 

Killian Dispensary -

.,1. T. Butler, Esq. 

Cnrrick.on-Shannon (Gaol) 

T. Rockhouse, Esq. 

Castlebnr Dispensnry 

G. ,Acton, Esq., M .D . 

Ballngh Dispens:try _ 

A. Dillon, Esq. 

fslnndeudy Dit'pens:try 

P. R omnyne, Esq., I'tI D. 

C ros.smoiinc Dispensnry -

Jas. McNeil, Esq. M . D. 

L oughlin D ispensary 

N. Tuckcr, &q., ~I.D. 

Tubbercorry Dispensary -

J. F. Mt.'eking, Esq., M.D . 

NAT URE OF REPORT. 

- ~ State~ that tliarrhcea anti fever are on the io crenlie, which he Rt
tributes to unsoundness of pomtoes. Number or patients incretl~ed 
(about fifty a week) ; a great number of labourers ululmploycd. Fenrs 
that disease will incrca Ie. 

-. States tbat when only partial want prevailed in 184'2, fever anti 
dysentery were prevalent, Rnd caused muny death.!!, and the evil WQ! 

increOJed by the want or' a fe"fer hospital. 

- : St~te~ that r.h,nevia Dispensary is tIle ()nly one in tI le bnrony of 
Tlaqulrn, and that he attends on the property of subscribt:l'lI when 
called on, although nine miles from th e institution. 

- - Stntel that he ntis h lld a greftt ffi:tny cases o( d~nrrhcra latlerly, 
which he attributes t o the use of diseasel\ IJOIUloelS. 

- - Stale.'l tlUlt bowel c()mplaint:l have for the last fOllr months been 
very prevulent, and Rttributes it tn unsoundness of potatoes. Appre_ 
hends grent scarcity in May next, followed by tever. wllich is at prescnt 
on the increase. i\ le ver hospital greatly W o.n ted in dis trict. 

• - States that ft:ver has been more prevalent within last three momhs 
than in fiJrmer yenrs. Ilowel conlpluinUl hl!.ve Imely IIppell.r~J which 
he attribu tes to the use of uns'luntl potatoes. 

- - Stoles that bowel complaint! :tre more prevalent, which he (':'U:lOot 
account for otllerwise than fr(lm the unsoununesl or iusurTiciencyof 
food. All the populo.tion unemployed. 

- - States that between 1St ]RnUa}'Y and 17lh Fcbrunry 184fi there Wilt 

an i~q~ase of 308 patients in ~he. Qisp~f!sury, cnmpluE'.c1 .Wil)1 corres
ponding period or . 845, which he attribllles to bc~vy fainl, want of 
food , And bad clothing. SuggCSUl the crection of n genet'1l1 hospital to 
be attached to the dispensary. 

- - StIlll'S thal dyspepsia complaints rlre fa r mnre numerous than usunl, 
nnd auributes th is increnae to Ule bad food. Nu mber of patien ,,, 
increased. Nenly all the labourers lIuemployerl. A pprt:hcudl scarcity 
of food, follewed by feve r. No fellcr hospital ncit rer to distriet 1h:ln 
Galway, ~8 miles distant. 

- - StIltes that there is a sl ight increase of bowel complaintl, which 
appear to be attributed t.o the use of unsClund r0t:\Tues Many uf 
the populatinn unenlllloyed. ApLl rebcndl the hre:lking OLl t oi lhe 
disease as ,lae food geu; scoree, which i~ nnw commencing. 

• - States that fever hns monifested itself rnllH;~r in 11 greater rale thlln 
Llsual since November la~t , which he attribUTes to unsound lind scanty 
supply of food. A great mllny labourerl unemployed. Apprehends 
the brenking out of diseuse. 

- - Sutes {hat typhus fever of II. low cbaracter is begi on ing to manifest 
itself more generally than ill fo rmer years. Appreltelltls serious conse
quences, and II. vast increase of disea5e in summer and nutumn, in 
consequence of unsoundneps and i nsulficicDC}' of food. 

• - State. tlmt dysentery and cbronic dife8ses can only be attributed to 
unsountl potatoes. Apprehends that dysenteric affections will previti! to 
It con~idcrable extent. 

__ Suggests the formation of {lislrict fo!ver hospilnll in eonneJ:ion with 
union workhouses. 

__ States that fever is much more general than.in rormer yenr~. but 
dilf'ers in its symp toms m ode of attack and lennmatton, and attrIbutes 
it to bad fuod. Anticipates n fearful increase of tliseue. Three
fourths "f labourel'll unelllployed. 

• _ SUl.les tho.t fl!;vel' is beginning to prevai!. N?mbeu unempl~yed . 
Apprehends the b l'e:Jl:ing out oriever i ~ n.short u~e from IIcarcl~y. of 
footl. Suggests the establishment of district hospll.uls, llnd the g iVing 
out of mea!. 

__ Suggests the erection of a ~eve r hospital to ,.nect the t'mergel~cy, 
when it arr ives. No fever hOSplUli nearer thnn Sligo, Boyle or liallmn, 
which are ench '21 miles dislaut. 


