
PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 

FURTHER RETURN to an Address oftbe Honourable The Howe orCommor.. , 
dated!21 Aprit ISs6:- for, 

"RETURN from Cheltenham, and Ennis, Cor Ii., and Limerick, in Ireland, 
!Showing the following Details as to the Est.1.blishment or Rej ection of any 
PUBLJC L IBRARIES, MUSEUMS, or SCHOOLS OF ART which may have been 
proposed under the English or Irish Public Libraries Act :-

RETURN from E rm.is, Cork, and Limericl" in I ,-eland, as to the Establisl!ment or Re
jection of nny P UBLI C LIDJtARlES, MUSBUalS, 01" SCHOOLS OF AltT which ruay have 
Leen proposed under the English or Irish Public Libraries Act. 

COR K. 

l.-Name of City, Town, or Parish ?--Cork. 

2.- Date of formation of Library, and of the Poll taken, if ally, under the Libraries and 
Museums Act 1--None. 

12 &. 13.-Yearly amount of Borough or other R ate appropriated to Library or 'Museum ? 
General view of the results which have been obtained. R emarks a ll the working of the 
Libraries and Museums Act j with illformntion as to any contemplated re-construction, 
enlargement, or other improvement of the Library or Museum ?- -&e Note. 

Naie.-At a public meeting of the ratepayer!', beld in the City lourt H Cluf;e, the Right 
Worshipful the Mayor of Cork pret'iding, on tlle 8th November, HSS, a StllOoi of Ilesign 
was unanimously adopted, and a rate at one halfjJenny in the yenr, ill th e pound, on tTle 
valuation, was ordered for its mainten ance. The SCllOOI was opened on the 8Lh of January 
ISM, and is now attended by 170 students, chieBy of the mechanicclnss, monling and 
evening; the number has steadily increased, and there is a library of 2flO volumes on art, 
free to those students attached to the scbool. 

3 May 1856. 
. J ohn Frank/in, Mayor's Secretary. 

EN N I S. 

I.-Name of City, Town, or Parish l--Ennis, cmmty Clare. 

2.-Date·of Formation of Library, and ofthe Poll taken, if any, under the Libraries and 
.Museums Act?--16th October 1855. 

3.- Number of Votes for and Rllainst the adoption of the Act in cases where a Poll has b()en 
ta.ken, or result of meeting if no YoU ?--No poll taken or demanded. Meeting unanimous 
for the adoption of the Act. 

4? ti, 6, 7, 8, O. &. 10.- Whether or not the Libmry includes separate Departments for 
Reference to and for lending out of Books? Number of V olumes in Library of Reff"ren~e ? 
Number of Volumes in Lending l ibrary, if any? !Jays aed Hours of Public Access? 
Number of Volumes issued to Headers in the Heference Library in each yeaI' since the 
optmina ? N umber of Volumes issued to B orrowers from tbe Lending Library in each year 
5IUce t~e opening 1 Totlll number of Volumes issued in each year since the opening, and 
uuruber of Readers each year in the library of Heference?- -These queries cannot be 

:22 1-1. answered 

) 



2 RETURNS REL ATING TO PUBLIC LIBRARIES, &.C . 

answered at p~~se'lt , illasrn~ch as the~~ \~'as no suitable place,iLl ~11.e town to open a library, 
and the comtllltt~e have decided ou bUlldlllg for the PUI'(.ose. flus IS to be commenced after 
t he SU llllucr assi2cs, 

11 .-At,11Ount. o~Sum. if any, ~ubgc.:rjbed for tbe formatio n orthe Lib~a rYJ for its enlargc~ 
mellt, or tor huddlll~ purposes, mdf'pendcnl of the Rat~ 1--A slim of :11'14/. 2 s. has been 
nl rearly voluntarily ~ub;;c rjbed within 3. very short tune . We expect to get as lUuch more. 

12.-Ye<l l'ly amClunt of Borough or other Rate appropriated to Library or M.useum? __ 
24 I. 14 s. - 6 d . 

13.-Gencral view of the results which hnl'e been obtained? R Clll ark!; Oll the workinO' of 
the Lihra t'ies' and Museums Act; with in formation as to any contemplated re-COI\Sl,'UClfon 
enlo ... gement, or other improvement of the ~ihru l'Y ur Museum ?- -.'See answcl' to No.3. ' 

26 Apl'illS66. 
(signed) Julm BUTton, 

Chairman, Ennis Town Commissioners. 

LIM E R I C K. 

Sir, Town H all, Limerick, 26 Apl'il1856. 
I llA"~ the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 24th, enclosing a blank 

returll to ue fill ed in, as regards this city, in rcrerence to public libmries ; and I. have t" 
state that, to this time, no librn.ry has Leen 'established in Limerick. 

A publ ic meeting for the objeet has been called, and will be held on 8th May, of the 
resu lt of which 1 shall take care to iuform you. 

To C olonel Larcom, Secretary, 
Castle, Dublin. 

[ am, &c. 
(signed) James Spuigld, 

Mayor of Limerick. 

.-.-


