
PUBLIC 

R E P o R T 

:FROM TRr. 

SELECT COMMITTEE 

ox 'ru}: 

LIBRARIES (lRELAl\TD) 
AMENDMENT BILL; 

TOGETHER WITa TBE 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE, 

ACTS 

MINUTES o F EVIDENU./<J, 

AND APPENUIX. 

Orau-«I. by The House of CommoDlJ to be Printed, 

I i July ,894. 

LO N DON , 
PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFICE, 

BY EYRE AND SPOTTTSWOQDE, 

And to be purebased, eiiller directl~· or through any BookseH(·r. f rom 
EYRE "SO SPOTTISWOODE, EA.ST RUDISt; STREET, FLEET ~Tltt;ET. E.C., 

anrl 32, AnnWDOS Srnr:ET", Wnntn(sTE"R, 8.W·; ; or 
JOHN MENZIES &; Co., 12, HA.'iOV£R STlU:'ET, EDINBURGH, ani 

90, WEST NILE STREET, Gu..SGOW; or 
HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., LUOrED, 104, GRll"I'OY SY».EU, D UBLIN. 



11 1 

PUBLIC LIBRARIES (IRELAXn) ACTS A}[E~DXE~T .BILL. 

[Monday, 21 st May 1804] :-ORDER for Committee read, and discharged i Bill committed 
to a Select Committee. 

Conuui t.tee notuinated -[1'!~Cdday, 2Dth ~lf({.'!J 1894]-of-

Mr. Michael A.ustin. 
'Mr. Barton. 
Mr. Brunner. 
}'lr. Field. 
Sir Walter Foster. 

Sir Thomas Lea. 
Mr. J ames O'Connor. 
Sir Fl'ancis Powell. 
MI', Ross. 

Ordered,--THAT Three be the Quorum of t he Commit tee. 

O·l'dered.- [Monday. 11 th Jun e 1894] :- THA'l' MI'. Ross be discharged from the Select 
Committee 00 Public Libraries (Ireland) Acts Amendment Bill, and that "Mr. ' Villiam J ohnston 
be added to the Committee. 

Orde?·ed.-[Friday, 22nd J une 18940] :-THAT the Select Committee ' on the Public 
Libra-ries ( Ireland) Acts Amendment Bill have power to send for Persons, Papers, and 
Records. 

REPORT , .- .. ~ p. iii 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE p. IV 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE - )!. 1 

APPENDIX p. 13 

' ." - . , 
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REP 0 R '1'. 

THE SELECT CO:>DlITTEE, to whom the Pl' BLI C LIBR.<RIE S (IRELA"D) 

ACTS AMEND:o.IE~T BILL was referred, ha,"e considered the sai.d Bill, and taken 

E"iclence tht'reon, whirl! Ihey ha,Te agrped to rc.'port to The House; nnd hnxe gone 

throug h the Bill and made Ame1ldments thereunto. 

1 i July 1894 . 
• 

a " 



Iv PJ\OClll)lNOB OF TBE IIILIOT OOKXITTEE 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 

Sir ' Valter Foste r. 
Sir Francis Powel l. 
Mr. Brunner. 

Friday , 8th J UM 1894. 

ME:'t[B ERS l'RESE!\ T : 

Mr. Barton. 
Mr. Michael Austin. 

S ir ". At TER FOST ER wns called to the Chair. 

The COl1llllittco deliberated. 
[Adjourned till Friday next, at Twelve o'clock. 

F,iday , 15th Ju ne 1894. 

M EMBERS PRESENT: 

Sir WALTER FOSTER in the Cbair. 

Mr. Michael Austin. 
Mr. Barton. 
Mr. Brunner. 

T he CommiLLee delibera.ted. 

Mr. \Villiam Johnston. 
Sir Francis Powell. 
Sir Thomas Lea. 

[Adj ourned till Friday next, at Twelve o'clock . 

Friday, 22nd June 1894. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Sir " ' ALTER F OSTER in the Ch a.ir. 

Mr. William J ohnston. 
Yr. Barton. 
:AIr. Janles O'Connor. 
Sir Francis Powell. 

The Committee delibera.ted. 

Mr. :Michael Austin. 
Mr. Brunner. 
Sir Thomas Lea. 

:Motion TU ad e and Question " That the Chai rman do move for )ower to send for persons. 
papers. anJ I'ecol',is,"-{Si l' P l"ttltCi.8PO't','ll).-put, and rtf/reed to. 

[Adj uUl'llCd till Tuesday next, at quarter-past One o'clock. 

Tuesday, 26t" JUlie 1894. 

M~3LlIERS PRESENT: 

S ir \V ALTER F OSTER in the Ch a.ir. 

~rr. Michael Austin. 
Mr. Barton . 
Mr. Brunner. 
Mr. Field. 

Mr. H e?1.1'Y.d . R obin-8o?l. was examined. 

Mr. William Johnston. 
Sir Francis Powell. 
Mr. James O·Connor. 
Sir Thomas Lea.. 

[Adjourned till Friday next, at Twelve o'cloek. 



ON PUBLIC LIBRARIES (IRELAND) ACTS AliENDllE!:iT DILL. 

Friday, 29th J"n. 1894. 

MEMB ERS PRESENT: 

Sir WALTER F OSTER in the Chair. 

Yr. Michael Austin. 
MI'. Barton. 

The COlllmittee deliberated. 

Mr. Brunner. 
Ml'. Field. 

[Adjourned t ill Tuc.'Ido.y the 10th J uly nex t, 
at Half-past Tweh-c o'clock. 

Tll esday, 10th J"~II 1894 . 

llEYBERS PRESENT: 

Sir 1,\r ALTER F OSTER in the Chair. 

1.11-. Michael Austin. 
Mr. Barton. 

'l'he Committee deliberated. 

Sir Thomas Lea.. 
Mr. Brunner. 

[Adjourned till Tuesday next, at Half-past Twelve o'clock. 

Tuesday, l it" J'''!J 1894 , 

MEMBERS PRESENT : 

Sir 'V ALTER F OSTER in the Chair. 

Sir Francis PoweU. 
Mr. Michael Austin. 

Clauses 1-2, disagreed to. 

Clause 3, amended, and agreed to. 

Clauses 4-12, diacltg',·eed. to. 

Clauses IS-H, amended, and agreecl to. 

Clauses 15-1G, disagned to. 

Clauses 17-19, amended, and agreed t~ . 

Cla.uses 20-21, disagreed to. 

Clauses 22-23, amended, and ag'i'eed to. 

Cla.uses 24-25, disag·reed to. 

Clause 26, a.mended, and agreed to. 

:hIt·. Barton. 
Mr. Brunner. 

" 

New Cla.use (Provision for a.ppointment of Commissioners) brought up, read the first 
and second time, a.nd addtd. 

Another new Clause (Power to two or more a.uthorities to combine) brought up, read the 
first a.nd second time, a.mended, and addtd. 

Another new Cla.use (Provision &8 to use of librar,v) brougb.t up, rea.d the first and second 
time, and added. 

223. b Another 



Vl PROCEEDING S :-PUBLIC LIBRARIES (IRELAND) ACTS AlIIEND)[E'Nl' BILL. 

Another new Clause (Power to limited owner to grant land) brought up, read the first 
aUtl :::~cona time, nnd (tddcd . 

..Ano~her new Clau se (Power to make rules) brought up. read t he first and second tiUlt:, 
anJ added. 

8ch~~luleii tlisagi"Cecl to. 

OJ'(/(:i 'cd, 'To Report the Bill, as amended, together with the Minutes of Evidence, t o the 
House. 

EXPENSES OF WITNESS. 

I N"~f"'" Allow,"", I Ex,;:;,,,,,, 

, DaY:~!:iCllt during I Journey Ex:pcu~c" 
I Home under Ab:>cnce from. (0 I a llowed 

I Orrlers. of Home. I London I W' 

, A " E Pn.Q}o' B:-:;)IO~ 

From whence 
0' on 

Summoned. 
\\' I T , E , :-:. GO~DITION. 

TOTAL 

It" .. "" "", Hem,. A " II comWI","n",~n"'1 . DubH~--
I 

Go.crnment BOllfd 
1D Ir('\aml. 

____ -,-f Committee. __ , ____ . _~: '.~ _"'_'_k~ i ~._ ~t~=~ 
£. J/, (f. 

a 3 3 

£. ". Il. 

a IG -
£. it. d. 

8 19 

• 

"j" I ' 
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MI NUTES OF Ji] V I D 1') N eE, 

r"""Zay, 261" J".Ile 1894 . 

MEMDERS PRESENT : 

Sir Wa.lter Foster. 
Mr. 1\Iichnel AII~t i n. 
AI r. Bartoli. 
MI' . Brunner. 
Mr. Field. 

MI'. William .Tohn~ton. 
Sir Thomas Len. 
1\h. J tl.mcs O'Connor. 
S ir Francia P owel l. 

SIR 'WALTER FOSTER, l~ THE CHAIR. 

Mr. HENR\" A. R OBINSOX, called in; and Examined. 

Clwil'Jlllm. 

1. You nre n Commissioner of the L oc'll 
Government Board. ill Ireland ?- Yes, 

2. Hnve you looked into t hls Bill ?-I bllve 
rerul it. 

3. Can yOIl gin us any inform:ttion as to the 
pl'o.cticnbility of the scheme cont:li.ned in the Dill ; 
tirst of all as regards t he l.Ll'cn to m:tke t he 
lihrary di strict ?- 1 am afraid it will not 
work ill ita prc:scnt shape owiug to the 
Pnrliamcntnl'Y polling di5trict;; being adopted 
as the aren . The Parliament.ary polling 
districts nlll into thc districts of two or 
three rural sauitarr. authorities; and unocl' 
the Bill, therefore, t lere would be two or t lu'ee 
different bodie::s haying to put the A ct in motion, 
nnd two or th ree hodies financing the scheme j in 
fnct, it woula lend to a. conflict of authority and 
divisiou of responsibility, llnd I am n.fraid t he 
fr iction would be so great that it would be almost 
impossible to work it. 

4. Then your opinion is t hat the Parliamentary 
polling district is lUisuitable for t hose three 
sets of reasons : - Y cs, I think it is. I can show 
you all example of some of the Parliamenta.ry 
polling distr icts if YOIl wo u1<l care to see them. 
I took 0. CotUlty IHlphnzard ; it is Galwa.y. I see 
that in the di vision of Enst Galway there are 
four pollinO" districts wholly within one union, 
Glenamaddy; there is one in Tllam Union; and 
the sixth .dist.rict is partly in Loughren. Un.iolJ, 
pa.rtly in Glena.maddy, and partly in Bnllinnsloe. 
One polling district would then be under three 
se)Jarate sanitary authorities. 

6. So that YOIl would ha.ve t hree sanita.ry 
authorities contl"olli~~ thrtt polling district for 
library purposes ?-r es. 

6. And three different rating authorities in 
artier to obta.in the rate ?-Yes. You would also 
have to have three persons to put in motion the 
Act, to whom the requisition would be sent by the 
ratepayers. 

7. Three bocl ies ?-Ycs j th ree clerks ofuniom. 
8. Wauld not a joint committee of those 

bodies meet that difficulty ,-If they were aU 
Q.164. 

CIIf1innan-cou tiu ucd . 
wi lling I think 1)l·ob3.bly they might, and if they · 
n.ll ngl."eed upon e\'el'Y point. 

9. If each union we1"e .. villing to appoint, or 
supposing ench union wel'e obliged to appoint, 
two members of its body to the cOlllmittee for 
C:l l' I'ying out the Libra,ries Act in Ireland ill t.hat 
l)nrticuhr polling distril.:t, you would then have 
six gC lttleUlcll nomin~l.teJ by those three bodies 
whose duly it \\"oul<l be to give the }>eople 
facilitics fm· expressing their opinions ?-I t would 
be "ery cumbersome. I t.hink it would be better 
to lJaye each li lH':llT district under the control 
of one nuthori ty. 

10. Supposing the scheme I have suggested to 
yOI\ were carried out, how· would the rating bc 
IIccomplished ?-The expetlSes of the library 
dist l'ict would t hen ha ..... e to be in proportion to 
the rnteab le nlue of each particula.r di~triet . so 
much in the pound on the entire valua.tiou of the 
}Joll ing dil:ltrict, so far as it could be ascertained. 

11. That would ha.ve to be collected by t hree 
separate autborities ?- Yes. 

12. I t could not be collected by anyone 
authority ?-No j no authority has power to act 
outside its own district. 

13. In that case, e\'en supposing you had lL 
joint. committee for the purpose of putting the 
Act in force, you would still have the difficulty of 
the ratin~, of l"II.ising t be flUlds ?- Uertninly. 

14. And you would have to g.et three different 
rating authorities to levy Il rate, according to 
the rateable nlue in each portion of that poll ing: 
distriot, in their san itary district ?- In their 
sanitary district; and it is quite possible that 
their financia.l year~ might be different. One 
might levy their rate from September to 
September, and t he ot.her from :Murch to March ; 
and the money wonld not be coming in at regular 
times. 

Mr. BT1l1!lur. 

15. Arc those always made annually?- Ycs. 
In some unions t.he finnncin! year ends on the 
29th Septcmber ; in some on the 25 th M arch. 

A 16. Do 
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26 JUlIe 1894 .] Mr. ROBINSON. [ Conli1L1lCll. 

Mr. Bl'lImlCr:- continucd. 
16. D o not they collect thei r I'MeR half-yearly? 

-No j [ thiuk only ono or two unions do. 

Cltah'malt. 

17. I s there any other ]loiut you wi.sh to poinl 
out with reference to the map ?-No; I ouly just 
bad this prepared in order to flee how fa1' the 
P arliamentary polliug districts differ from the 
electoral di,;siollS ami froUl the uuions. 

18. You give that as nn instance '?-That is 
just an instnHce. I can give yolt the particulnrs 
if you like for the ent ire COUllty. 

19. If you plea.se ~-Ill the Connemat·a, di~­
triot, pollinO'" districts 1, 2) and 9 are wholly 1Il 

Cli lacn. N~s. 8 aDd Oa nre hali in Clifden and 
half in OuO'hterard ; N O~. 3, 4, 8, and 7 nrc 
wholly in O~ghtcra.rd; .No~. 5 n.nd (i are Ilft.lf iu 
OllfThtcrnrd. nnd half in Galway; No.7 is wholly 
in G alwny. In the North Galway Distr ict, Nos. 
4,6, and 5 are wholly in Tuam j 7, part Galway 
and part Tuum; 7a; wholly in Galway Union; 
3 is )lart in Thrun and par tly ill Glena.maddy, 
and 1 nnd 2 are wholly in Glentunaddy. T heu 
I think 1 have given YOll East Gal way before. 

20. Do you think that COl.Ulty is n. fair typica.l 
specimen ?- Yes, I lU'esume it is. I made no 
specinl selectioll. 

21. You do not h ow how IlHllly polling diiS­
tricts thete are in lrellllltl with more th:w one 
nnion ?-N 0; I know noth ill~ of the polling dis­
tricts in Ireland beyond wh.'l.t 1 have seen on these 
maps. 

22. Is thel'e any other point you wish to 
mention ?-1£ I kllew with whnt object the 
polling district wns decided upon I might bc able 
to say whether I thought it could be made to 
work. 

23. III the first place as regards its size i.t 
would be a more suitable sizc, would it not, for a 
library district thnn !lily other al·e."\. you k now of, 
tha.n a lmion, say ~-O£ course it wonld not be 
bet ter than a. dispensary district which is wholly 
within their sa.nitary authority. I think the 
size would be very much the same. 

24. Some dispens{u:y dislricts M'e of consider­
able length ?-Of course a. dispensal'y district ie 
arranged in order to have a good rnting area., all 
a.rea which raises a. certain rn.te. and of course 
that would be an advantage for libral'J purposes 
also. 

Mr. J ames 0 ' COJUWT . 

25. I s every diepensa.:ry district confined 
within a. certain union?-Yes. El\ch union is 
subdivided into II. certain number of electoral 
divisions, and a certain number of electoral divi­
eioDs go to form each dispensary district . 

Chairman. 

26. The composition of a dispeul:lary district is, 
as I understand yo u, an nggrego.tion of a eertn.in 
number of electoral districts suitable for the 
purposes of medical relief ?-Y 68. 

Mr. J am(s 0 ' Com,or. 

27. Not, of course, P arliamentary electora.l 
dist rieta, but union and poor lo.wdistriets ?- Yes. 

Cha1·rmaJl. 

28. In t ha.t case you would have a. dlfl'erent 
franchise to what you would in a Parliamentary 

Clwinn(UI--contin lied . 

pollinO' distl'ict ?- You can elect. your L ihrary 
COllln~ittcc on auy fL'llHchi:-se you like. Thc clCl'k 
uf the union Pl'C P lll'CS :1. list of all thl! votcrs 
within hi.s lIlliUIl, ,Lila if you ask him for a li st. of 
t he voters comprised in:L cCl'lui ll ~lispenl!ary dis­
trict, l do not sec why he shou lll 1I0t g ive t.hem 
to you. 

::W. Do YUIl th ink he could give you the Pa t·­
liamclltal'y votet's for :l. dispensa ry <1ist r ict?­
Yes. 

iJO. Do YOLl think t here wonld he Illlwh 
CX pCn8C n.ttending the fo rlU l\tion of ;L register 
containillO' t.he p fl.1'lin.mcntury votcrs ill n. l1is­
pensary 8istrict (-H e has ;dl the pnl'tienlal's by 
town In.nds, :lnd in wlmtm'el' way the t.:icl'k of 
the pence rcqnil'cs it, 01' by pollill&, distrids i Imt 
he knows how much of each pOl ling district is 
wi thi n each dispcusa ry distr i(Jt, twd, [ presume, 
he cou ld tn.ke il out. The la bour in the fi rst 
start 110 doubt wonta he l':Ithc)' !tcnvy, hut :~fter 
he hnd ollce got h is register, [ do not sec why 
he could not go 011 wi th it u,lLd IlHtke t he a.ltern.­
tiOtiS ann J:uldi. t.i ons ye;!.\, 11y ycnr without much 
lahom. 

;,i 1. Y cal' by YCM' there would h:\,\'(> to he a. 
register mntle fo r each dispensary distric t of the 
P ILriiamental'y vo ters in that dispellsary district? 
- Ycs. I t wOlI lll ha,ve to bo Uluemlcd YOM'Ly 
year; th :~t is the only Ilifficul ty of a d ispcTlsal'Y 
district. 10 the case of the poll ing districts, Or 
so much as is within their 1I l1io ll, thcy IHwc the 
lists ren.dy; in t he other lmse they hn.vc to makc 
fresh ones. 

32. The P arliamcntary re\5!stcr is di viuctl iuto 
polling distric~, is it not? - r CI!. 

33 . There aro no sub-division:-! ?-Each u nion 
only mftkcs up n. list of so milch of each P!~l'lif\,­
mentary polling diRtl.'ict ru:I is withi ll its own 
area. Probably u. polling dist ric t ma.y l'un into 
threc unioD il, ~~lId the c1crks o"f. t he thl'ce unions 
prepare their list for so much of that ditltrict tLS 

1S within their union. 
34. Is it snbJ ividecI into Larouies or anything' 

or that kind ?-No; they have the boundary of 
the P al'liamentllry 11011ing district, amI t]lcy give 
all the voters within so much or that no'! iR in 
their area. I think polling districts iuclude 
entire town lands. 

35. Would it be possible to save the cxvcllse 
of the new l'egister by Iluuking the eXIsting 
registers in any way ?-1 am afraid the clerk of 
the peace might object to havinr(r 'the register , 
which is given to him, marked. do not know: 

36. The new l'egister, if formed in this way . 
would he paid for out of the library rate. I 
!uppose ?-Certainlr. I t would be the expense 
to t he clerk of the union of copying it. 

37., To sum it up, your proposal, in order to 
meet, the difficulty with reference to the rat ing 
and with reference to the different authorities 
controlling a Parliamentary polling district, lS, 
that there i hould be some area. selected which is 
wholly within one union? - Yes; if you t a.ke the 
P a.rliam entary polling district, it should be only 
so much of t hat IlS is within ODe union. I think 
when the authority is a poor la.w a.uthQrity, and 
when they have to collect rates to pay for the 
library, it is better to take some area which is 
known t o the sanitary authority. However. it 

doe. 
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26 JU llC 1894.] Mr. R 0 8lXSON. [ Con tinued. 

Chai1'T111m-colltiuued. 
docs not mt\ttcl' very much if the urea i~ wi thin 
their OW1I aistrict, because they fu. spcciaJ areas 
to meet particular cases nnder the P ublic H cnlth 
Act. 

38. Y all suO'O'cst. the di,~pensn.ry district as a 
8l1itahlc djstl'i~L?-I think it is a district which 
is already defin~d and known. ft i:; as slIit.'lblc, 
I think, as YOll cnu have. 

39. H ow many dispeu:;ury dish·jcts do yon 
usually ~et ill n. poor law union ?-Somctimee !hc 
lowest IS two and uv to 6\'e. I should tlunk 
thl'C(l was ahont tbe :1vcI·uge. 

40. They vary in size fl'om 1 i miles across to 
a few miles ncross ?- Yes. 

41. So thn.t some of them wonId be too hl'ge 
for the lihrary district ?-If YOII got OllC of thc 
very large ones, ana yon Cllt it down to make it 
suit any size of library di strict, I nm an:aid tha.t 
it would not be capahle of l'ai5ing sufficient fnlltl~ 
by :\ Icvy of ld. in the £ . ; it would not rai se:> 
anyth ing- that would meet the l'eqniremcnts of the 
lilm\l'\' district. 

.. 1:l." The difficulty would crop li p in tlll,. way, 
would not it, that in thc largest dispensary dis­
kids yOll h fL" C the IllOst scattcrcd popn1a.tioll and 
the lowest rateable ,alue ~-Yes. 

43. And consequcllLly ),011 would han in a 
dispensary district, uuuer those CirCllnl2tances, 
very little chance of getting enough money to 
forlll the library?-If you take n. great many 
Wlions in Ireland you ,vould not have enough 
mOIlCY, even if ~'ou took the entire union. 1 
have the li~t of what the income will be of evcry 
union. :I)l{l in some the totul income oLthe eot.irc 
ullioll would only be -l0/. 0 1' 501. a YCllr, and th:\t 
is made up of three or foUl' tlispeusluy districts.. 

Sir Frallcis Powdl. 
44. You mean each libl'ary authority proposed 

by the Bill ?-Ko, each \)001' law union; I a.m 
sure there arc a dozen of t lem under 1001. 

Chairmall. 

45. Give us a few examples?- T here is' 
Ba.llyvaghan in County Clru'e; It I tl. in the £ . 
o,er the whole uDion would only produce 82/. I 
mny sal' tha.t i:i diyided into about 14 01' 15 
elecwm div isions. I will take another case; 
there is Belmullct; ld. in the £. wonld produce 
451. Os. Sd. for the entire sanitary district, and if 
tha t were split up into sub·distl'icts , they wOltJd 
probably ha .... e about lOt. A. year for each. 

46. H ow many unions in Irelanrl would yield 
a rate lIufficient to support n. library ?-That 
depends upon what will support a libriry. 

47. ~ay 100/. a yen1' ?-Do yon mean, assuming 
the library district is the entire union? 

4.8. Yes ?-I had better pllt t his pavel' in 
(handing in paper). 

49. That contams all the unions ?-Yes. 
.50. And the amount of money they would have 

over the entire area of the unioDs ?-Yes, at Il 1(1. 
in the £. . 

51. Supposing we took the cl~ctor$l.l district 
as an area, or a grouping of elf!etoral districts 
as the library ar ea, wonld there be nny difficulty 
in that scheme ?-That is nllowing the sanitary 
authority to group the districu in accordance 
with their own requirement8. 

52. Yes ?-Oh, no. 
0.164. 

Chairmflll-cont inued. 
5:t That is to say, iJl nlly particular lUl ioll :\ 

certain numbcr of electoral difltricts migh t be 
~l'ollJled together for the l1m'pose of forming a 
library district ?- Yes. 

54. That is groupiug them in sllch 1\ WIl)' as 
to get a sufficient amount of mOllcy to meet the 
expenses of J. libral'Y ?-Th:l.t can be done under 
the Act at present, under the combination 
clauses. 

55. Under the Bill ?- Yes. 
56. Supposing we adopted the electoral divi . 

SiOllS instead of the Parliamentary l)ol1ing dis­
trict. In that case what register Call d you vote 
on ?- You wOHld hn'\'"e to make out lists of the 
Parliamentary ,"oters for the electoral diyisions. 

oi. Would that be more uifficult than mn.king 
them out for tlispcnsary dist ricts ?- No; if you 
made it Ollt for dispensary districts YOli probably 
would ha"e to make it firsL, for the electoral 

. divisions. 
58. So that it would be l\ simpler process to 

make out your list of Pll.rliamentn-ry voters for 
the electoral division than for the disl)ensary dis­
trict ?- I t would be shorter. 

59. T herefore le;;s expensive ?-Yes. 
60. Would there be any di fficulty in allowing 

the vote for the (J.xpenditure of t'his 1II0ney to 
be taken by 3. vote of the Pa.rliamenlary voters 
instead of t hose ro·ted to the Poor Law. Wha.t 
1 want you to come to is this : We a.re working 
here in order to spend money which is obtained 
ou the Poor Law rating?- Yes. 

61. By a Pool''Lawanthority ?-Yes. 
(l2. We are proposin!' to put illlLPal'liamentary 

register, which is not the Poor La\\' register ?_ 
Yes. 

63. Would there he any difficulty in that?­
Do you mean in putting the guardians in 
operation by people who do uot pay rates.? 

64. Yes ?-I think there would be the 
greatest possible difficulty, and I believe if the 
board of guardians made up their mind8 that 
they would not ha\'e Il lihrary authority 
it would be almost impossible by t he scheme as 
it stands now, to force them to do what t Iley 
:tre not cliSp0300 to do, even though the Act 
were practically adopted by the resolution of the 
voters. , 

65. That is to lIay, the n.ction of the Pa.rlia­
mentary ,oters in a library district of whatever 
character to emorce the L ibrary Acts would be 
resisted, you think, by the boa.rd of guardians? 
- I do not know whether it would be resisted or 
not, but I am sure if it were resisted, and it very 
likely might be, it could not be enforced as the 
Act stands at present. I will explain why. We 
will say that 8. boa.rd of guardians consider whe. 
tbcr they will become a librar y authority or not, 
and they pas8 a. resolution 8aying that, having 
regard to the financial position of the union or 
80me other reason, it is not expedient tha.t the 
Act should be put into operat ioD. Then some of 
the Parliamentary voters who pay no ra.tes come 
to the com~lU8ion that lit would be expedient to 
adopt the Act, and ten of them send in Il requi8i­
t ion to the clerk of the union ; he then takes the 
steps provided by the Act and obtains the 
opinion of the l>arliamenta.ry voters, a.nd it 
is fOWld that the persons who do not pay rn.tes 
by a majority decide that the Act shall be 

A 2 adopted. 
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t;.,'hairmlllt---eontinued. 
adopted. The Act therel1pon ill :\dopted. Then 
it has to be put in fo rce. The bOll i'll of 
guardians then fi nd that., as the sanit ary tmtho­
rity, tl ley hnxe to nppoint COlllmissioners who 
are to ca rry out t he Act ,vhich they do not 
approve of. If they clete11uille they will not do it 
they will most likely nppoilltth ree oftLeil' own body 
or som!! other persons who will g ua.rfln tee thnt 
they wil iliot spend 11111 money. Of course. t he Act 
does not soy that they shall purchase libraries Or 

buy newspapers or bui ld haUs j it saya they H may," 
li nd of course yOll cannot pro\·jde ill an Act whnt 
every particular libmry district shall clo. For 
that rellSQll I think , a~ boards of gmu'dinns have 
to appoint the authority who are to supersede 
t.hem, if they make up thei r minas that t hey will 
not heeome a lilmny Iluthority, they cannot. be 
forceu to do eo, 

66, "r oul d t ha t difficulty or that possibili ty of 
conflict be o>ercorne if you took th~ Poor Lnw 
register of Yoter:; ?-I S1I11pOSe it would , If the 
hoard of guardians did not hecome a. libra ry 
authority Itt the next annuill election if the " oter8 
wis hed it, they wou ld V"obubly be pu t out hy 
the \'otcrs, 

6;, A snggestion hus been illude thnt in that 
case the plura l Yot(' should be done away with, 
ami the principle of olle mnn one vole in tl'oduced 
into the 1J oo1' L(\IY register ; do you th ink that 
would be satisfactory ill its wOl' king ?-I t wOll ld 
work. 

68. That is to sny c\,er\,one who waR rated to 
the P()(lr L:l.W would ha\,; one votc irrespective 
(If his 1'nte:l.ble value ?- I think thn.t wOldd 
work, 

69, And that would make it :~ more popula r 
constituency than it is I t t pl'csent '!-Yes, it cer­
tainly woult!, Of courde thltt would tn.ke a good 
deal uf the cleciaioll out of' the hands of the In.nd­
owners; it would have that effect, 

70, W ould it be open to the same objection itS 

that which you have just urged, that the B oard 
of Guardinns migh t under such conditions l'e­
pudiate their respoll!!ihili ty to the l'I\{cpayt l's 
voting in tha t. wa.y nud rely upon the phmd "ote 
to back them UI) at the next election ?-I think 
it wO\lld be a totally diffel'cnt thing it the req ui­
sition was made to the gnard ian!:! by persolls who 
paid rates. I think if the board of gua rdian:! 
are ordered by persolls who do not pay rat es to 
spend their money to the sati sfn.ction of these 
people who contribute uothin~ , they might get 
their backs up and :-ay we wiJI not be dictated 
to j but I th ink if the requisition came o-om 
pel"Sons who pay rates, and who had as much 
r ight to express ns the guardians they would 
not have the srune objection. They would not 
be supported by popular opinion in the same way, 
if they refused. 

71. Would you sum it up in thi~ way, that in 
yom.' opin ion it wonld be the best o£ the three 
methods that hav~ becn put before you ?-I 
think you c'au either ha.ve the Parliamentnry 
polliug district within a. ,rura.l sanita.ry area, 
together with the plIrt!!, of it in it, 01' you can 
have the clispensary district or the electoral 
division, You can fix any of those for the library 
authority. If you take the P arliamentary }>01l~ 
iog districts, the re?-isters ~re more ea.sil~ copied, 

C/mirman-conti nncd, 

But after the expeuse has becn go ne t.o th~ finit 
ycar 01' dl'nwi ng Oll t thOde new l'egistcl' r3 byais­
pensary distr ic ts, I t10 not t hi nk t.he altemtions 
yeo,r i.;y y etU wo uld perhaps be so ditlicllit. 

72, You sUfTgest pl'actien-lly thrcc methods by 
which the Bili would be brough t into a pl'llctic:11 
condition. first, t<,\ki ng the P arliamentary poll ing 
districts t hat nrc con tained in one union, O l' those 
portions of them that MC contnined in Ollt:: union, 
as the area., or, secondly, electoral divisions, or a 
combinat ion of electornl divisiolls, or, t1lird ly, 
the di6pensal'Y dist ricts ?-Ycs. 

73. Could you give auy pl'efCl'CllCe to either of 
those schemes m'Cl' thc others ns most cl ~s i ly 
worked ?-Jt is a thing that rcqllil'es n. vcry f.{l' e . ~ t 
dea.l of thougllt, 11nd 1 h:t\·c on ly rccently haa nil 
opportullity of cO ll i"idel'ing it . I :un d isposed 
to think the dii"pe"s<tl'Y tlislrie t is the uest. I 
n-m inclined to f:woUl' the dis}lcn."ary district OVel' 
the clcctoral di"jsioll , 

';' 4, Can Yotl assig ll the reason ?- Tho n!ll:->nn 
is that in the fi rst place the dispensary district is 
more desim,ble than the electom l diyisiuu, l)ccllllsc 
it would enable in most ca..'Ics sufficient :tllnds tu 
b~ r~ised ,to work n Ijb~ary , I thillk;\ dis}ICIlHlU'Y 
{llstrlet IS more deslrahle t,lHl.n an clp.clul'ni 
diyisiOll, beelLlIsc the al'c.t of the clectol'lLl di" isioll 
is 80 snm ll tha t ill Il gl'ca.t III l1niJCI' of in l'C t'lLIICC8 
it wouhlllot enable :~ slI ffi (: icllt !'ate to he l e vi (~d 
fur the IJllI'l>OSC or the Act, I t.hink it is !JetteI' 
ou the whole than t he I'al'liamenbwy polling' 
district fo r t.his renson, that it is a wclJ~dcfinml 
boundary, well kuown, and it is all fl.l'cn.on wh ich 
rates nrc aheady levied fo l' n. lll~rt i <:1l1n.1· pU I']JO~C, 
9£ course the prepamtioll ot thc IICIV regi s ter 
IS against it compn,\'cil wit h tlw Pal'lio.mentnl'Y 
po~l illg district. S umming up the who le three, I 
tJunk the balance of convenience would he in 
fa,,'our of t.he dispensary district, 

Mr. Bartml, 
75, I n addition to the rel\ijOIlS YOII gave ill 

fa\'oll r of the dispculIfl ry distri ct ther e is (Ioe thll t 
YOll mentioned hefo rc. I tn.ke it that tl lC d is­
pensary di ~trict is always within n. unioH, ami 
is n well defill ed Bub-area ot a. llll ioll ?- \' e.s. 

76. The dispensn,l'Y district j~ ah;o, whi le it is 
a sub-area of n, nuion, n.lways 1\ group of electoral 
divisions ?-Yes, a.lways, 

77, So tha.t really yOll might put it this 
way: t hat the library dist.!·ict. should be a dis­
p~nsary district, or !\ group ofelectol'a l divittions, 
eIther small~l' 01' largcl' ?-Yes" 

78. The local people would find, if adispensal'Y 
district did not I!uit, that they might ~roup, in 
some other way, the electoral divisions In a way 
that would suit?- Y as; it is done under the 
Public H ealth A ct for special purposes, 

;9. I s thelc nt pre:-:lent. as fat' fiS vou know, in 
any branch of the 10cn.l government in Ireland 
a.ny powel' of the P arliamentn.ry electors to 
impose a poor rate ?-Not unless they are 
rated, 

80. It it were tIle Pn.rliamentn.r.r polling dis­
trict, with Parliamentary electors, I t would really 
be the P arliamentary electors imposing a poor 
rate?- Yes, 

81. There 
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I\J r. B(lri(lll - ('onti nuca. 
81. There is uo ,,!lch th ing, i t would be 

ent-irely new ?-yc~ ; therc i~ nothing ol· t,hc .;;o rt. 
82. The p OOl.' r:t.t.e i ... half pltid by t he lanalonl 

and ha lf bv thc tellllut m'er -1-1. '~-ALout. th ree · 
Il un.rtcr~ 1;:I.il1 by the Iaudlonl, tak~ng. the whole 
of h claml. They \lay half whep, It IS {,vcr 4/., 
and they pay the W lOlc when it i .~ umici' 41. I t 
is probn bly more thn~ three~fo l1 rtl?s. 

ttl. D o Hot yOll thmk t.h at hC81de~ the 1 ~1~1l1-
lords t here also would be a strong oPPO:utlOll 
fl'Otn the farmers ?- l tlil\ q1li tc SHre t hel'O ,,'au ld 
in some places . 

8·1:, And while, if I may pu t it th is \vay. on 
the other hand t hose who wish to have the Par­
Jinmcnt..'l.ry ]loUin;r district think t ha.t they would 
in that way lorce n. libra.ry which the ratepayers 
mi .... ht not wish fo r, do not yOH think that thc 
me~'e fact th:tL the P adiamentfLl'Y electors would 
be forcing n, mat ter for which t hey would not 
pay woultl lcn.d to fr iction, and prcvent the 
thing working ?- I am afraid it would. 

Sir TJ/lJmas Lea. 
85. I n dispcnsn.q distrid.s are not there very 

freqllcntly three 01' fOUL' little towns ?- Villagc!! 
or town!', a:; t.hc case may be. 

86. Say with n., thousand inhn,Li tants, 01' 500 
to 1,500 'I- Yes, i ll somc. 

8i. WOIII<1 not it be rather difficult to kIlOW 
where the libl'H.ry would Lc placcd if. you h~d 

·three 0 1' fom little towns 01' large nHages 1Il 

the dispens;\l'Y (lisll'id ~-No. 1 think t hat 
t herc mi rrht be fl contl ict hetweell the people 
from th~ diUcl'ent locn.litics, bllt I think it would 
llot be d ifficult t o determine wh ich Il'ould be the 
most com'Clliellt pln,ce in :Illy dispensary di st ri ct 
- n, good ce ll tre , :l. llHl.I'kct cent re, or allY centre 
whir.;h att-racts people from out side-such as a 
rail wa.y, 0 1' whcre fares or markeb arc held. 

88. I t "eems to me if YOU cou ld IHl\'e a separate 
library district fo r cacl{ little town YOll would 
bave a. much better chance ?- Yes; but. I am 
afraid yon could not D.nn.ncc it. A ld. in the £. 
would not produce enollo-h ill som~ of t~\ese 
tOW1l5, which nre \'ery su\t'5l- some 01 the. !tttle 
Tillages, And that is just my j)oi nt; thntlfyou 
cfIllfine it to anything smn.l1et t lan a dispensary 
district there will be a .... rent number of ca.,ses 
wh el'C! you would have ~o fllndB which wonld 
euable you to carry out t he objects of the Act. 

M r. Willil/m Jolmsio71. 

89. You haye expressed II. prefercnce for the 
dispensal'Y district as the area suitable under 
thls Bill ~-Yel>, compared with the other ~wo. 

90. There is an ulready ex isting grou~lDg of 
electoral divisions which would not rcqmre any 
uew arra.no-ement for the purposes of the 
library?- :&o. 

91. About how mnch money might be raised at 
Id. in the £. in t he dispcn:snry districts on an 
aver age ?- Jt yaries so very much. 

92. Take about the highest and about the 
lowest ?- I should say roughly from 20/. up to 
5001. 

93. With l'esard to the franchise, do you see 
any great obJection to adopting the poor l ~w 
franchise with a single vote, doing awny Wlth 

the cumulative vote ?- N at to the question of 
working such a scheme. 

0.164. 

Mr. 1I'??!iam JolmsllJn-conti nued. 

9 .. ,1;, Tha l each j ICI'.<;OIl who uow yates fol' the 
P OOl' Law gU :I]'(l in,n;; shollltl . vote for the library 
- h!l\·inp: only nne role 1- 1 tlli ll k it would l'e:suiL 
ill Ie,;;!! op[.IOtiition to the scbemc. I t hink it would 
in that way hI!. all ndnwt:tge. 

Mr. ilJit'llatl Austin. 

95. T:t.king the P arliamen tary di\'ision of a 
county, in wh:lt proportion do the number of 
P arliame11tary polling di,gt1'ict3 exi:st to thc 
nnmber of ai~pensal'Y di"tricts ?- I shou ld think 
they wcre on the whole vcry much the same, I 
s!lould not think Oil the whole I here were more 
polling districts. 

96 . O f course you are a.w:lre that at thc pre­
sent time there is n.n agitation amol.lg the dis­
pewmry doct.or;; with reference to t he area. of 
their dispensa.ry rlistl'icts?- No. I ::tlll not aware 
of t hat. 1 am aware that thel'e iJ-> an ILgitation 
to increase their sala ries. 

9i. AmI it is complained of also by the Poor 
Law authorities that at t he present tim~ dis­
pensary districts are so di~1)er5etl in a cOLmty 
that. in some C:li'es they l'un to 20 miles ?- T hat 
i!! in "ery poor coullties.. I am sure it would bc 
t.hat from end to cnd in some districts. 

98. If your suggest.ion of a dispensary district 
were to come into force you Il'ould find, I thin~, 
as has becn rcma.rked t hat }lett.y jealousy wou ld 
creep in rJ,S to where t.hc library shou ld be ?- It 
migh t in exccptional C:lses, sHch as t hose whicll 
yO~1 quotc, in which the dis pcusarr district is an 
enorillous an~n. 

99. As compal'cd with the Pnl'ii.am cnttl.l·y 
polling di.strict, whCiI you have t he Pru·liamenta.ry 
polli.l1g- d i;;trict circlllllscribed , would not yon 
think it more (lesirable than the dispensary dis­
trict s run ning along :l. $l'eat tract of country ?­
If it could bc wOl'kea. I am sure it would bc 
:L Ycry good plan if it were feasible, but that is 
t.he objectioll which I see t.o it; the difficulty iu 
in lV orking it.. 

100. The ou\y difficulty thf1.t I have b een 
seeing i.;; as l'egal'ds ol'erlapping of one l .larlia­
melltal'Y polling district into a union of a differ­
ent county?-Y as. 

101. Could you suggest anything to remedy 
tha.t ? - Not unless yOIl ]ll'ol'ide that every 
library district shall be, we will sny, t he lU'ban 
dis t.rict, and that the rural sanitn.l'Y district shall 
be divided into libmry districts, consisting of 
each polling disti'ict or part of a polling district 
wholly within the al'ea, 

102. Do not yon think t he Local Government 
Board conld vory cnsily decide as to t his over­
lapping of a. district into another union through 
its officials ?-N 0 , I a.m afraid we could not. 
We have thought it over how it could be 
managed, and I o.m quite clea.r that you must 
not ha.ve a. conflict of au thority OL' of res[lonsi­
bili ty, 01' the Act will not work. 

Chairman. 
103. That is to say, you must have it in one 

union ?-Yes. 
Mr. ltlichael Austin. 

104. There is no doubt that n nder t he fran­
chise of the poor law union the voting would 
come into the hands of one class, and those who 

A 3 would 
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Mr. Mir.hael .4,Ilstin-- continued . 
would be m Olll anxious to ha \'c the libmr); ill 
their district cou ld not :\\'ail themsch-c:$ of the 
franchise ?-I do not see that. r think the 
elected guardians catTy the hoards nil over 
Il'cla.nd in the great majority of C:1.';CS . The 
elected gunnlillns clln odopt it by rCliolut.ion. 

105. That is where the poll is given. Umle1' 
the presen t L:~b(Jurers' Act::; the Inbourer has power 
in s)lite of t.he guardians to t::;:lrry:l certain scheme 
as to cottages, hut under thiJ Bill such n :-<cheme 
is uot provided. That is whM 1 wish to poillt 
out, that the cilts:! who would benefit Ly this 
Bill have 110 power ill lhe malter ?-You dec 

there is a very cffectual way of uUlkill9 them :let. 
under the Labourcl"!o' Act, bllt llllt()rtunatel y 
t his Bill &ives a remedy which I do not t,hilLk 
would work as effectively as thai, provided hy 
the Labourer!!' Act. 

106. Theil wonldnot you th ink that t.he \-otin01 
under the ordinary I)ftrliRlll~lltury l"~l-:'ister wnlll~ 
be the pI'opel' coune a." against the poor law 
register?- I th in\< it wonld lead to mo)'e fl-id inn. 
I think that no doubt it would Le held that the 
fairest principle WI\S that the Jleople who pay the 
rates should be the people who ban the eleter­
mining of the applienJ,ion of tIle Act. 

107. Of co ul'se, Ihatis not applied in allleO"i~la-
tion7-No. C 

lOS. If the Labollrers' Acts werc COlrricd out 
on that principlc we should have \·cry few of 
them. At present, under the ParJi:Ul1CHt;uy 
polling district , the expense would he borne by 
the pMI.' law union in the ordinnry conrse 7- 1 do 
not follow that. 

109. Who is to provide the expense for the n(.!w 
register :- 1 t will make very lit.tle difference. At 
present they will hn."e to prcpnre n l'C'gist.el', no 
matter what happens. If they have the P arlia­
ment.'l.ry polling district., he mllst have a, register 
made out for the presiding offi cer, whoever he is. 
He must have t.hat done, aud that will have 
to come out of the Libm.ry Ra.te, I presume. 
If he does it for the dispensary disu·jet, he 
would haye to prepare the register just the 
same. I t would be fI litt le more t roublesome 
to prepare in the first instance, but he would 
have to do it. In either ease there must be no 
register prepared. 

110. The clerk need not do it. 'I-Then who i!l. 
to d;\ it ? 

Ill. There is nothing to compel him to do it ? 
- There is nothing to compel him in either case. 

112. Yes; at present he has the P arliamentary 
franchise ?- He has it alrea?y prt'pared, but your 
Act says that he !'hall furmsh a copy of that to 
the presidillg officer. It is just as e8.8Y to enact 
that he shal1 prepnre a regi~ter of Ihe dispeDs~ry 
district or electoral divisioll. . 

113. It is you r opinion thnt tile dispensary dis­
trict is the best of tile three courses you put for­
ward for adoption ?- I have not had very mnch 
time to think it over, but, after IleRl"ing what has 
been ~aid to-da.y, I am inclined to think it. is, 
If you could get over the difficulty of the I}arlia, 
mentary polling district in IIny way, it might. be 
a. very good one j but I.think the advantages of 
a well· defined area on wnich rates Ilre levied and 
'~sells~d will counterbalance t he di:;;advantages. 

Mr. Jlfieli ar/ Allsli,t--t:ontiullcd. 

11-1-. I OU could not fUl"lli sl1 us, coulll yun, with 
the relati ve p,·opol'f.ion through uut t he coun t ics 
of Ircla.lld ;I i-; l'~gn.rds disJlcniln.ry ani! I'm·lia­
IIIcntary pu lling tli8tricts 7···-No. \V c kllow 
Hothing what.t~\·c r ab •• ut PlLl·li;~lIw n l.ary 11ollill (,r 
district:.:. \Ve have lIothing to :-;ay to them. 1 
!.: ot that map !11·('!}lm·cxl at t.he Clerk of the 
P eace's offi ces in mdt!l· to ~ec how fat· they did 
eorrcspOlld. 

J 15, 'Vonld then~ he Ill:llly :SHch cMC:-: a,~ those 
yon put for\\"lmli'--··There IIrc a gl'('.:tt-lll:tll),. ( 
kilO\\" u great Il1:UIY other (:ascf' , bu t, I h:lppcned 
to take that one and Im\'c that. IllJLrkctl Ullt. r 
think th nt is fI, \·cry fair averng-c. I COHill have 
fLUY others prepared. 

:A'lJ-. F ield. 
116, The fil'~t amendment. yOH have herc is 

u Lea\·c Oll~ • Parliament.ary pollinO" district:-;' 
:\1"111 insert. ' elc~tol'a! divi.'JiUlls.'" co [ WA.nt to 
know whnt you exactly m Cll.1I. II)' nil clectoml 
di\' ision : - ..:\11 electora.l di\,j~ion i ~ t he por tioll o f' 
l he Huion which I;;: fixcd lor rating pUl'poses nUll 
for election pnrpose;;.. 

117. By clectoral division y ou do not. menn 
t he whole union :--No. 

118. I think YOIl toltl us that. you would IJ;Lvl: 
to put two or three llod ies into llIotion to c:u ... y 
Ollt the idea of Parlia;-,lclltnry I'nllil1/.:' tlistl'ictR 7 
- I nm nit·a id su. ~ 

119. ·Wi ll )'01\ define c.x ad.J)' hnw t,he fl'i0tioJl 
would come ?-Looking at tl w Bi ll finit of :dl, I 
take cln,use ;1, suh-scct ion I : .f '1'lIi:-: 1\ et ma.y he 
adopted, and the limir.atioll of t he llIaXililllln 
rate to he levicIl for tlul IllH·pOl!eS of this Act 
m~y, within t.he limi ts fixe« by t his At~t be fixed, 
raised, anI! remo,·cd when the library distric t 1s 
an urban (l istrict, hy a J'ceo\ utioll nf the ul'lmll 
a~th?rit~ Hl ldcl' t~,is Aet, ami whell the library 
dl.str~ct IS t\ Parliamentary polling district not 
,vltlnll the control of lln urba.n authol·ity then 
by: the ru ntl sanitary ,mthorit,y," l'hel'cfore 
t~lfl. A ct. w~111d have to Ite Ild optcd fell' this 
l~bral"Y d~stl'1ct by ~hree rural a!l.mt.ary ll,uthori­
hes l a.ncl If oue nf'clme<l to nc1 0pt it. it wo uIa not 
be adopted. 

120. These nrc all ,,,anitl~l'y authorities, :\n<1 
probably they would go pretty much the same 
way on a matter of t.his kiml ?-l'hey (10 not. 
They ha.ve very ililferent. views sometimes· 
there woulll be tlmt difficulty . [n the fh:s~ 
place you would ha.ve to get three people 
to ad~F!t the Act.. Sa.y that two sanitary 
nuthol"ltJes adopted It and ~ne did not., then 
you would have to get a portiOn of them forced 
to act by the Pn..rliamenta.ry voters. Then RfI'ain 
the A~t, says: "The authority to a.sccl:tnin 
the.opllnon of t~~ voters for the purposes of this 
sectiOn shall be --the clerk of tlle union, It 
is hard to say which clerk should bo the 
R?th?rit.>:. The all~hori ty in n. pnl' ticular pollinO" 
dIstrict hke that winch I have mentioned woul~ 
be three distinct individun.ls. 1' hen uaain the 
other difficul!y wo.uld be "the ~nnitary ~uthority 
of the place 10 which such Parhamentary polling 
district lies shall appoint not less than three or 
more than nine persons rClil ident in the Parlia­
mentary polling district." There you would have 
t hree sanitary anthorities, all with the r ight to 

appoint 
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. Mr. Field.-continued. 
appoint betwecill hem nine Commiflsioners. They 
would all have thc appoiutmcnL of the Commis­
sionerii, aud Illight all di sagree . 

121. Y Oil seem to take it for gmnted t lmt 
they :\re bound to d isagrec about c\'e l"} thing ~­
No; I t'a~' t hey might disagree. 

122. W hy ;,hould not the people. \\"ho ha\'e 
;,olHcthilig to tlo with the Lll,::atioll appoint t he 
repn.!;,cllt:,ti\·cs. D oc,,; 1I0t. that dau;,e i ll the 13 ill 
"'0 the way of enden.Youl'iug to produce something 
Iikc ('II-operation among them, :t1H1 represellLa­
Lion ~-If yon could ensure that there ,v iIi be 
co-opel"ntion or represen tation you could no doubt 
pass lhe Act with confidence, bu t :lll Act must 
be dr:lf'tecl which will work, antI in the e ven t of 
tlLeir not co-opera ti ng, the ..:\ ct would be a dend 
Icttcl', and could not be cnrricLl out. 

12:1. Am I to under!lt.'\ULl that it is it! t he fact 
flf the ditlcrent ~nn i t:lI'y authoriti cii not being in 
the samc boely cxa~tly that you r main obstacle 
to t his Par lj:u nent:lry poll ing district lies '!- ' 
Y es, the contlict of in te rests. 

12 .. 1. H u\"c you any idp.a thnt t here i::- sllch :111 

enorm ous number of tiH!!;e Parlinmentary pollinn­
Ji~trict~ in Lliftcrent ullion~ thro ughout Irelnn~ 
ovcdappillO" olle a nother :1S ill Ca use sHch a 
sl.!l'io us clif6cnlt,y ns ron !'ccm to :mticipate?­
Tak iug one county, the ma.jority of them overlap. 

1~5. Galway1-Yt"s. 
126. You took, I think, ,,"i th all uue rC5!lcct., 

the most unfa.vourable county. I know Ga. way 
pretty well; I know Oughtet"aJ'u and Clifden, 
anu I kno\\" it i:3 tl vel'y p OOl' place a.nd :t very 
th inly populated plnce, and pl'ollably lIf all the 
cO llllti cs Ga.lwuy is th e le:l:i!t li kel~' to adopt thi,; 
A ct. D o yo u say so yoursclf?-·:No, I C:1UtlOt 
sa)' t ha t really. 

127. Have you cver been there '~- Yc~, COIl­

smutl), in the las t 15 yea.r::~, 
12 ~. Do YOII kn(!\\' thnt· thc.> majority uf the 

people speak I rish '!- l do not know if tilt)" do. 
12U I t is not proposed by t hi ,;; Act t o gin 

them Irish hooks to read, I nm nfL-aiu ~ - No. 
130. 1 clearly disagrec with you. H owHel' 

yOLi an-l tlutitleu to yOUl' opinion. I think you 
have taken an example which, ill my opinion, is 
one of the most unsuitable, unel t10elS not represent 
the general geogrn.phy of Ireln.nd ?-Alluw me 
to rcmark tbat I took it to show vou wht~t 
difticuitiC's there might be; and as nn example of 
wha.t. difficulties there might 1)e, and if a P a.rli a­
men tnry poll ing' district o"cl'iap:-; and runs iuto 
two or th rce in any part of Ireland, the difficulty 
will be ju;o;t thc same as in GaJway. 

13 1. ualway is a most nn ra vOlll'able instance. 
I think it is hardly fai r to tak ~ that particular 
instance and gi vc it to us as nil cxample of a class? 
-TIlkP. anyone you like. nnd 1 will ha\'e the 
~ame iuformation prepnred. 

1~2. Could you gin us your reason why you 
th ink the di:3pellsary districts would be more 
suitable than polling di:'tricts. I do not wiilh to 
repent the evidence, but. is it your opini on , from 
your experience, anu YOI1 must hnvc a val1't 
experience in the position you OCCllIJy, that the 
dispensary district as a 1'U le would afford the 
rateable a.rea sui table for the~c librar ies, }lroyidcd 
there was a disposition on the part of t he voters 
to have them established ? - 1 think t hat, in cer­
tain districts, not only will the dispensary dis-

0.164. 

Mr. Fitld- continued. 

~ridil nut afford the neCeS93,I'y rateable area, but 
I am <J!tite ::;n.tisfied the entire sanitary area will 
1I0t. do it. 

1:3:1. Of' COlH',~e, ill ,·c ry pOOl" district.s, it is not 
li kely that t hey will cnrry the Aet intO force. 
1,.; it your experience that at IH'eseli t t he lwions 
have too much tu do to set about starting 
libraries ~-Tbey do their work. 

lU. And do it all I'igbt "1- '\' ell, :lS a r ule, I 
thi nk they get through it. 

1 ;~5 . Is it )'0111 ' experience thnt poor la w 
un ions are u::;ed as n. kind of legnl /,eg to h.'l.ng a ll 
sorts of work 011, hccause we lave no other 
ndmini st l'at ire machi nery ?- T hcy have n. great 
deal of. work to do, ccr t.'l.inly. 

136. Do yon think t be library business wonld 
come properly withi n thcir scope. [ want yow' 
opinion, YUH know how this thi ng i .. working 
bette r th,\n most of liS ?- I think it is more 
~ lIi table fo r an nrban dist.rict thn.n for a. country 
clistriet. 

1:J7. Do rou · think it is ach isn.bJe thn.t t hese 
un i01l." shouirl h:wc t.his further work t hrown upon 
t.helll , I'ather t han that it shou ld be st.tl.rted by 
lither mM ns 1-Whether you start it by Parlia­
mcntary ]lolling dilitl'icts or dispcu:1 ...... r} districts 
y OIl will pllt it o·n the IInion in exactly the same 
,,.tLy; you will gi"e them the management of it in 
precisely the snme way, whether i t is done by 
Ilispemary districts 01' polling districts. 

t:J~. D o you thi nk if you grouped these 
elcctonl di"isioll:' a.ecorcl in~ to t he g eoa'raphical 
Hat·ure of theLll, it ,,"ollM bc a. O'ood thina'. It 
~11 Llt'pelld .~ on tlw. kind of villages, Or °sma.1l 
t.')lV n8, whe thel' :L libmry would be required or 
lIot, l lecau:';e in ~ome electoral divisions, where 
the.: pcople are sCfl.ttel·cd, there is no necessity for 
it; but do you think if you grouped t he electoral 
di \'i!linns it 1V0uld be a. ~ood and feasi ble way of 
ge tti ng the A ct worked ?-Yes, I think it 
would. 

139. How would yo u group them?- I sh ould 
leavc it to the sanitar,Y authority to group them 
according' to the reql1ll"emcnts of each partic ular 
district. 

1<1 0. I think an honourable Member spoke of 
the P oor La\\" Register; do you know auything 
about the P OOl" Ln.w R egister, 119,\'e you had any 
cxperience of it? - Yes. 

141. D o you know whether it is a compliMted 
n.ff'nil' ?-It is, rather, for people who do not 
understand it. 

142. H ow would you pl'opose to meet the 
sugge!:ltioti · made by some' membere here, that 
you should gi ve every· man · a single '· vote?­
There would be no difficulty; if i t were required 
t (l be done t.he clerk would have to make out a. 
list of the ratepayers from the rate books. 

143. And give t he voter a single vote?- .A.nd 
give him a. single vote. 

143. Do you thin k from your experience that 
that is the class of ,,"otera who would be likely to 
support libraries ?-It is an entirely new idea. 1 
could not say whether tho gl.lImlia,is· wotrld do it 
or not, but I think in a great many casea 'the 
gunrdiall s would think t wice before they would 
mem' any new expenditure. ' 

144. Who would be paid fo)" lU:l.king out these 
registers ?-I presume the clerk of the union 
might demand payment. 

.. 4 145. Ar~ 
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145. A re YOH nW:1l'C that the clerks of the lIniOllS 

in a grca.t number of union~, arc exceedingly di:;:­
sati$fied with tile remuneration which t hey 
I'cceivc at. the pt'cscut momen t wi th respect to 
the work that has come under the R egistn\,tioll 
Act ?-I think they would all like to get morc. 

I-Hi. Of course thismoncl would have to corne 
from the libml'icd' fund?- do not know whether 
t hey could reasonably be called Itpon to do that 
as one of t he d utic$ pertll iu illl? to theil' office of 
Clerk or t he Union, that would be,~ ma.tter fot' 
the auditor . 

1 .. 1:7 . [ t is a difficulty ?-Tc$, if it had to come 
out of the fund of COIll';se it would reduce the 
means for the support of the li brary. 

148. Are we to t:~ke it us yOIlt' cldiberate 
opinion t ha t the dispensary district is t he bes t 
way to make t his Hill workable ?-I thin k the 
balance of convenience ill in favour of it . 

149. YOul' opinion is tha t t he fr iction of the 
uuthOl'ities in regard tu t he poor law business in 
the way it is h\id down in t his B iH wo uld be 
almo~t insurmonutallie ?- Yes. 

150. Do YOH think there might be friction 
abont the tn.xation of t hese areas, which would 
cause it to be unworkable ?- Y.es. 

151. T he p rincil)al objection that some of my 
f riendd have, is, t lat they do not see how YOll 

are going to ~et these registe rs; they are not 
priuted ?- I tlunk they a.rc lll'inted. 

152. You would have to Vay for copying 
them j if this Act is to be worked at all, it mllst 
be worked cheaply, and the persous who a.re 
inclined to support a libral'y pl'obably 1V0uld 
not he n.ble to get copies. I should like some 
st ronger reasons as to why the polling district 
should be overruled. In yOUl" o})inion would you 
be able to j!roup a certain number of' P arlia· 
mentary polling districts where one l.larliamentary 
polling district wou ld not be sllfficient as :m area? 
-It id not because t hey wou ld not be sufficient 
as an :t.ren.; it is because such small portion~ of 
one Pa.rlia.mentary polling district would be 
within the ar~n. of one authority, 

15:1. You think the Local Go\'erument Board 
could not get o"c1' that difficulty by the issuing 
of a Provisional Order in the pMticular case 7-
No; I do not think by any Prl)visional Order lVe 
could authorise one sanitary district to go into 
another sanitary district, and levy a rate for the 
purposes of the Act. 

154. If the rate is only n. I d. in the £ , and it 
cannot exceed that, what would you say?-It 
would not alter it, I am afraid, 

155. Have you any fu r ther remedy to 
suggest ?-Yes, I say t hat if you must have 
P arliamentary polling dis tricts, if you th ink it 
would be an advantage over the dispensary dis. 
trict or the electoral divisions, the only wr.y you 
can do i t is t o enact that each r ural sanit ary 
district shall bc divided into a cer tain number 
of library uis~icts which shall comprise the 
Parliamentary polling districts wholly and 
partially within their area. 'fheu portions of the 
districts would be so very smail that you would 
have to enact t hat where a Parlial.llental'y poll­
ina district 0 1' a. portion of one did not include II 

ce~tain uuoober or vorerd, itshould be amalgamat eu 
with the Pa.rliu.mentM'Y polling d istr ict neare3t 
,adjoining, 

Mr. Bl' ll1mer. 

156. A report has uecn :')holl'lI t o mc wh ich I 
will hand to yo u. \ Vill you tcll me wh:lt th:l. t 
report is ?- ·ML'. O'BI'icu's specinl R e pol't on 
L ocal Go Ve l"lHfl e ll t allli Ta,x:l.tioll in Trelaml. 

Si l· Frallci~· J'1Iu:eU. 

157. I t i s :~ l~Ul·liamcn tary Paped-No, it is!\ 
report of:l. commiJ;sion . 

Mr. Brunner. 
158. T think you sec thcI'c a statcment of the 

u mn ber of un ions whidl al'e in two Qt' mOI'e 
couuties ?- Yes. 

159. Fifteen ullions in three count.ies, anll 
fiCty ullion.:o in two coulltie:-:i ?-¥ e:-:i. 

160. And the tot,\! is 16;~ ?-Tlt:tt h:\l5 becn 
I'e(lul.!cu \"cry g l'ently lately . I t is ahout l ail Of 

158 now. W e luwe ;\mulgama,te ll. some of the 
union.;;;. 

161. H U\'e you cor rected the houmh ries 60 

t hat there fl.l'e fewcr nn ions w hich :\I'C in IllOrc 
t han one cou nty I-It aocs not, m:tlle l' t or 1100r 

law purposes :\t all. 
16:.!. But hn.ve you) as n. mn.ttel' of fact, ?-No, 

Some t ime ago e lectoral di visiiJll~ were all mlHle 
wholly within or. without l\ b;~rony . 'l'hn.t is the 
only alte rat.ion I catl thin k of. 

163. The boundaries of the union:), :dt.hough 
you have ltmaignmltted some of them, Imvc 1I 0 t 

been altct'cd ! """:'T hlLt ReLUl'u is q uite t·ig ht, (~ven 
a.t the pt'c::Jc nt ti mc, RO { :Lt' a.s the unions it! t wo 
counties a.re cOIll!el"lIed, 

164, With 1'e£;al'u to t he last quc!:!tion pu t to 
you by j1r. Field, ,vhllt allthOl' it,y woul.a dceide 
what parts of unions shou ld f Ul'ln the liLmry 
area ?-T should think the Bill wou ld, 

165. T he 13iJl of course ~()n temJllat(!s taking 
~he opinion of t he people of thc nci:.;hhourhootl 
In olle way 01' u not her, hut t hem must he some 
authority to decide what ~hould be t he lihmry 
31'en. within t he u nion. l-hyc you :Llly thino. to 
say as to t hat ?-ls it not in the fi rst scctio~ of 
t he Bill ? D oc::; not that dcfine wlmt the libmry 
district ",hall be ! I think it i::o g"oinfT to be 
defined, it had bet ter be definell. by t he .Kct. 

Mr . .James O'Connor. 
166. A.. P ariiamentHry division of a county 

. generally includes one or more uu ions or por tions 
of one 01' more unions ?-Yes. 

167. WO~lld not a Parliamcnt:U'y division of a 
county, takmg the one you mcntioncd, East Gal­
way, supply a larger area for taxr..tion t han a 
certain number of di spensary distl'icts ?- Cer­
tainly. 

168, F or the pUl'pose of' I'aising the expense o f 
supporting a lib rary, the Parliamentary district 
would be better, i t has a largel' area. of tax:~t ioll 'I 
- It lYould ra.islj more money. 

169. So far a Padiamentary pollin rr district 
included in a P a rlia.mentary division ~'OIlld be 
marc sati.'!factory if it could. he made to wOl·k ?­
It wonld not be lllore satisfactory th:~ll a dispen-
sary district. . 

170. ~n raising mo uey it would be more Batis· 
factory lU lSup\JIYlllg fL lnrger arell tll be t n.xed '?­
I t would supp y a lat'ger florea, it wo uld m itle ! ~ 
lilrger BU Ill of money; but then thct'e would be 
the conflict of authori ty just the same, b ecMl.:>c it 
includes a certain numbcr of unions. 

171. You 
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I 71. You wOlild be more likely to slistain a 
library in a Parliamentary di vi:siull of II cuunty 
th nn you wuuld ill a union !lrea ?- I think there 
Ilre \'ery fc\\! Parliamcntary divi ~ ions of a county 
tbat would Ho t sListain a libl'UI'Y ' 

17 2. T he di fficulty is in working the Act 
wi th the PlI.riinmentn l'Y division aren ?- Yes. 

173. On accoun t of the ::;everal Mlthorities that 
come iu to tna t division ?-Yes. 

1 ].1-. B ut I aUl speaking 0.£ a ParliaUlen ta~'Y 
di\'ision which wou ld incl ude foul: or fh'e dIs­
tricts; it would include of course seyeral polling 
districts ?-Y cs. . 

175. As a larger rating area it would be satis­
factory, i.nasmuch R8 you could more easily raise 
the money on the Parliamentary di visiou; but 
the difficulty is to make the A ct work on that 
basis. The d iffi cu lty is the numbel" of authori · 
ties in the division, and the unions overlapping 
onc division and another division i'-Another 
thinO' is, I think it is a rather large urea for a 
libr~'y district. If the whole of the division 
of Galway were made 3,. librnry division, and if 
they have the library ill the centre of it people 
40 or 5u mUe~ would never come near it. 

176. They wouhl establish two or t.hree Or 
more smallliul'al'ies in towns ?- If they did, t hey 
mie:ht as well concentrate the library in a centre 
of Its own particular area. . 

177 . They mightha.ve one library in Ballina-sloc 
and one in some other town in the division ?­
Better let each library pn,y fo1' itself, I n,1n in­
cl ined to think. 

178. T he poll ing districts as an area appear to 
represent almost inil uperable d ifficulties, accord­
ing to your opinion ?- Unless you take PUlts of 
them, and they would be a li ttle difficult, 
perhaps . 

179. Theil we have the unions as au arcfl. . 
There are not many nnions in Ireland, I believe, 
that would supply 150l. a. year on It penny rate? 
- Yes, the majority of them would. 

180. I cannot offer an opinion, but perha.ps 
you might be able to state what it would cost to 
snstain a library say in a union , in the principal 
tow n of the union ?-It wou ld depend altogether 
upon what the ideas of the Commissioners would 
be. I f it wel'e merely a. room with newspapers 
nnd books and everything else it wouM be a v~ry 
small thing. I see the A ct enables schools to 
be opened, 80 of course I cannot form an opinion. 

181. D o you think 1001. a year on the average 
would support a local library ?-It would sup· 
port a kind of library wi th newspapers and 
books and pay the rent at" the room, I should 
imagine. 

182. A. library fair enough for a town of 5,000 
or 6,000 people (-I find it Yery difficult to 
answer that question. 

183. Dispensary dis.triets appear to you now 
to offer the most practicable area for working 
the proposed Act ?- Yes. 

184. There are several dispensary districts in 
each union ? -Yes. 

185. H ow would the rate be levied. Would 
it be by the sanitary authority?-As s])ecial 
expenses under the Public Health Act.. So the 
BiIl snys. 

0 .164. 

1\11'. J unus O'Coll1wr-coutinued. 
186. You think that is the most wCorkn.bl e 

proposn.11- Yes, it ellU only be levicd,_ as a 
matter offu.et, by the So.nitul·Y authol·ity. NoboUy 
else has power to levy a sani ta.ry rate. 

lS i. It would be levied by one authority ? 
- Yes. 

188. I n case the dispenstU"y distr ict area was. 
selected?- Yes. 

189. Tben YOII would have one nuthority wtth 
power to levy the rcquired rate over these 
clispensary districts ?-For all thc librnries in the 
district-, yes. 

Sir Francis Pmuell. 

190. You h:we plll.ced in the hauds of the 
Chairman. fur printinf! in the e\' idence, a state­
ment of the unions in Ireland ?-Yea. 

191. There appear to be 169 unions ?-Yes. 
192. I s the very smail figure which you gave 

a few months n~o fairly representati ve of the 
condition of tlu ng. in these unions ?--What 
figure is that? 

193. You gave several figures under 100/. at 
a penny in the ponnd ?-No, I was only wishing 
to give an instance; that some of the UniODII 

could not possibly support a library ; and I tllink 
I sa.iJ there were about 12 or 13 of that clas,g. 

194. According to my hasty examination there 
a.re something under 15, which would give less 
than 100/. ?-I did not count them. 

195. You could not state that as a. fair repre­
sentation of the condition of Irelnml ?-No, , 
did not intend to; I meant to sbow ho\\" they 
ynl'icd. 

196. Will you explain why the dispensary 
district should be more likely to :tdopt the Act 
tha.n a Parlillmentary polling district ?-1 do not 
think they ,vonld be a bit mor~ likely to adopt 
it. 

197. ·Which would be the more likely, do you 
think ?-I could not say : I do not know which. 
I sa.id that it would be a more conven ient wa.y. 

198. It does not strike me, by looking a.t the 
ma.tt er with one's inferior knowledge a.s an 
Englishman, why one is more likely to adopt t he 
Act tha.n the other ?-No ; it WM not with that 
view that I recommended the dispensary d is-­
trict ; it was merely because it wu.s a. well-defined 
a.rea. 

199. Is there a printed register now in the 
dispensary districts ?-No : there is n re~istcr 
of the POOl' L aw nnion. Of COurse tha.t sllOws 
the voters on each town land and electoral divi­
sion. 

200. H ow is the voting ar l'anged and con. 
ducted now in dispensary dist·ricts ?-Do you 
mean for P OOl' L aw purposes. 

201. F or whatever purposes n l'egister could 
be used ; Iww is the voting mann.ged ?-From 
the rate book of the Poor Law electoral divi­
sion ; every person who pays rates is entitled to 
vote. 

202. The rate· book is a register, in other 
words ?-Yes. 

203. If that acts satisfa.ctorily for present pur­
poses ?-It does, 

204. \Vhy should it not act equally satisfac­
torily for the purposes of this Bill if it becomes 
lrLw?- 1 understnnrl the Committee wi.::lh to ha.ve 
r ather an extended electora.te. 

B 205. I pll~ 



10 MINUT~.s OF EV I D);;NCE TAKJ:.:N nEFO ltl~ l'lo:LEC-r ~UitlMlTTlm 

26 J ,tnt 1894.] 

Sir Francis Pou,ell-continued. 
205. J put my q nestion in my own form . You 

stated, no doubt with perfect accurncy, that yOIl 

have a. e.atisfactory system of voti ng now ill dis­
penslLl'Y dit>tl'ict~ for the pu rpose.::; o[ the A~l,; t­
Yes. 

206 . . My qucstiou WU6, why should uotthe like 
system be adopted with equal StlCCC~S in the same 
areas ror the purposes 01 this Bill if ir becomes 
law ?-That is a malleI' for the Committee; of 
course, it could be a.dopted. 

207. Why should it not r-I do Dol know 
why it should oat. 

208. You sec no objection to it ?- No, I do 
not see allY objection. 

209. III C;l.ses of proper ti es u ud er .t!. a. yeu r, 
the owner is the sale vote I', i! he. not ? - Yes. 

210. If we adopted the dispensary ditltrict 
with the present suffrage, the man who does not 
pay rates would have no vote at all ?-No. 

211. If we a.dopted the diapemmry district as 
an 3rea., ho w should we overcome that difficulty 
in framing the Stalllte !I-I do not qllite see the 
meaning of the q ueSl iOIl. 

212. I believe your proposal would be to take 
the di '3pellsary distl"ict as an area, but the Pal'· 
liamelltary reg!ster for th e purpose of voting 
within the area ?- I say it could be done . 

213. Would yon get uvel' thc d ifficulty by 
aome such arrangement as tlw.t ?,- I think it could 
be done. 

21-1. Th.t 
expense ?-I t 
expense than 
they eroud. 
heavier . 

proposal wou ld involve some 
would be rather a. hea.vier 

copying t he whole reg1stel's as 
T he initial expense would be 

215. But I think you say after you once get 
t he register in order the revision would be 
cheaper?-The revisioll would not be so t rouble­
some year by year. 

216. I sUfPose your population does not alter 
so much in reland from year to year a.s it does 
probably in England 7-1 do not think it lIoes 
quite so much. 

217. So that t he revision of the registe r 
woul~ be n simpler task than we find it ?-- Yeil. 

21 8 . . How UQ you alter in P arliamentary 
pO,lliug districts in lreland 7-1t is done by the 
Justices at Qua.rter Sessions, and confirmed by 
Order of the Privy Council. 

219. Are the-re mQ..ny a.lterations ?-They do 
not come under our supervision. in allY way. I t 
is dODe altogether by the P rivy Council, a-nd not 
by the Loca.l Government B oard. I do not 
know muc h about the polling districts iu 
Ireland. 

220. Snpposi llg i t were to be found that ma.ny 
alterations occurred in these diahicta, would yo u 
consider ·that 1\ difficulty in the wa.y of adopting 
that. area. for the purpose of the Act ?-N o. 
Once you adopt your library district, there 
it is. 

221. T hat would r emain the same ?-Yes. 
222. Then you would have one area fo r the 

pW'pose of t his Act, and another area. for Parl ia­
me;ntary polling districts for the fu t ure ?- Yes. 
H'would out matter when the A ct was in opera.­
tion. 

~23. Vi{ ould that be inconvenient in practice ? 
- No, I do not think it would much matter. 

.... ,' 

[ CQI/tinued. 

i\i l'. J ames C)'eMmllr. 

22-L 1:; lIot it ,., fad I.hat t.h c un ion onleel':" 
S11pply thc Pal'i iamc ll tal'Y l·CI.:i"l.cr ~ -- Ycs, 
thl'oll"h thc col\t.'ctors :Mld dlC l ·IC1,b. 

'2'25~ On til(: grouua or expellsc 1 t.hink it 
wuu ld not eo:>t n~ ry HIllel. tn l:H1pply the P;~ rl i:~­
mentary 1"l~g-i:<tcr hi the lihl'ary CUlllmitt.et~ \\,llIlI'O 
the Parli:ullcntary rcgi:<t cJ's an! g-enerall.y m 'llie 
tlllt by t he uniuns I hClIlsckeil ? - Y cs. 

J\h·. F ield. 

226. VliH YOII 11t~ kin,l cnuugh to \n itc out 
distillctlv a p'~r:\graph showi llg IJ ll! \\'.~y i ll which 
you 1'1'OPOf;(: to amcnd t!l l~ ~u!!gc!' lion we have 
made n.bout, us i n~ thc Pal'iiamentnl'Y po ll ing di!'­
tl i;;tl'icts. How ,10 YOH IH'opose it should be gut 
ove r ?- D o you mean :l.doptiu,g the P arliament.ary 
polling dis tricts !I 

227 . Yos. 1 want to he clcn]' about it, uec:amc 
th:tt i::! the whule difficulty?-This is how it 
might pedmps he ltulle: « T im!.. for the Illll'jlose 
of this A ct. eve ry urban s:mi t:t t·y ,list.riet sh:tl i be 
a librll.I'Y dis trict. E\'e ry 1'Il!'!l1 ."n nilary (listri c t 
shall be divided intu lihrnry dis tricts whic h shall 
consist of ellch Parliamcntn.t·y polling ,1istl'icL, auJ 
each par t of a Parliamental'Y pollillg' di:::ltrict 
within the area. of the ruml s:ull ta]'y :mthul'it.y. 
I n the e\'ent of n. p:l.l' t of a Parliamentary polling 
district wit.hill the an::w[ a rt lml snll itur v authority 
IHwing lei!.S than (so many) votel'~ it simI! be 
deemed for thc }Impose,.; ul' thi~ A ct til he :~ p.ut. uf 
the ParliamCtlt.al'Y [)ul lillg di."t.rict adjoi n itl~ which 
includes t he len,st llIun bcl' /If votcrioi." That. is 
to Sll.y, if t.here wag a rl'nt~tio ll itt which there were 
only ;')0 voters it woul(l be joiuetl to olle of thc 
two adjoining whie h hu.ve the l e:~:::lt number 1)£ 
voters. 

Mr. /JartmL . 

22ti. First of all to cleal' Ill' what S ir Francia 
P owell !la.id. There arc tlVO theurics put bcfore 
you j one the Parl inrnenta,l'Y polling district, 
!lnd t he othe r the d ispcnsary di st rict as t.he al'C:L ? 
- Yc!-. 

229. The last question th.~t; Mr. Ficici has been 
asking you has been 011 tlH.! nss ltmptiOH t hat the 
Parliamentary polling: district is the arca. ?­
Exactly. 

230. You ha've shown t.o him on that assump­
tion t hat the fragments of Parliamentary pollinrT 
districts might be, as you Slly, anntlxeci to ne i gh~ 
boming polling districts ?-Yea. 

23 1. But that would not get over the difficulty 
tha.t this is an entirely new rating area created 
within the union ?-N 0 , of course not. 

232. W ould not that involve a great <len.l of 
inconvenience to t he union. You hn.ve to mn.ke 
an entirely new rating a.ren and to levy rates on 
entirely n ew areas ot' separate a.reas ?~It would 
be not eo convenient. as the other by any menns j 
but it could be done in thc same way that they 
now levy rates for special purposes. The 
san itary nuthority may levy rates fo r special 
purposes in any area we lay down, but although 
I ha.ve drnfted thiil scheme 1.0 sho w Mr. Field 
how it could be done. ' I am Hot in love with this 
suggestion. 

233. You have shown how it could be worked 
if it must be worked ?-Yea. 

234. But 
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1\'lr. /lorlon-continued. 
23-! . Hilt yon have 110t. any wish to recommend 

that ?-~o. 
235. )$ow take the other assum\ltioll , that the 

dispeDsnr)" dIstrict is the area. T lere there are 
two nltcnmtive proposnls as to the franchise. 
One, thut the rntepnyers should be the franchise, 
amI the other th.'\,t the franchise should be the 
Pnr-ji:ullcnt:lfY vlIters with in the dj;;pcnsary dis­
t rict. ~o fnr ail the present system in Ireland 
goes/in every case of imposing a rate the franchise 
i~ the rn tep:l,yer?-Yes. 

2:36. Ami it wou ld be quite a novel exception 
to give the Parliamentary voters within the 
di spen$u'y district the power of imposing the 
rate ?-Tt would , ccrta inly. 

n7. At present with regard to the register 
each electoral division elects agll3.rdian ?-Yes; 
or two. 

2:38. Therefore thero must be a rerrister at 
present of ratepayers for each electoral diyision ? 
- Yes, i II the rate book. 

2:39. And as each dispensary district is a 
collection of electoral divisions there must be to 
haul! at the prcsent momeut u. register of rate­
payers fo r cnch dispensary district, must not 
there?-Yes, certainly. The rate book as a 
register of the ratepayers of town l:mds, electoral 
di vi sions, and dispcnsary districts. 

240. Thcrefore we have a.t hand as I under­
sta.nd a register of l'Iltepayers according to the 
dispensary cli:!tricts ?-Yes. 

2·U. Therc wonll! be hardly n.lly cxpense with 
refel'cnce to that or incolI Yeniencc ?-No. 

242. S upposing you worc to nllopt the other 
proposal, namely, that within the dispensary 
district the fmnehisc al'e to be the Parliamentary 
voters, you lmve no such rcgister for the dis­
pensary districts. h:we you ~-No; that will 
have to be made out. 

2,13. Is nut the P arliamentary register at pre­
sent ao alphnbetic.'ll one ?-I believe it is made 
out for the Parliamentary polling di~tricta 
alphabetically. 

244. I s not it r evised also every year in that 
way ?-I believe it is. 

245. So that for the simple purposes of the 
libraries, if the Parliamentary electorate is taken, 
you not only have au entirely new a.rrangement 
of the voters in a new rCJ.!ister for each dispensary 
district, but ahlo the revision would have to be 
adopted each year to that uew nrra.ngcment?­
I t woulu. The amendments in the register 
would ha\'e to be copied on the' register each 
ye:l.r. 

246. So that sllpposinK you chool'le between 
the ratepayers and the Parliament&.ry electors, 
convenience and expense is all in favour of the 
ratepayers ?-Certainly. 

Chuirman. 
247. I wa.nt YOll to answer this point. In either 

cnse, whether you takc the: dispensary districts or 
whether you tn.ke the Pnrlinmentary polling 
districts, you ha.ve a difficulty. In the case of 
the dispcnsa.ry dis\Ticts you have got to create 
a new rating a.rea fo r the library rate ?-Yee, in 
the case of Ji::lpeusary districts. 

0 .164. 

Cllairman-continued. 
2-18. And in the case of the Parliamentary 

polling district.s you have t;.:1 create in the union 
II. lIew l'lLting area ?-Yes. 

2-1f1. All the guardians would have to do 
would be to collect the rate ?- Y ea. 

250. That is to create a new ra-ting area. of 
which the Parliamentary polling districts are a 
portion ?-Yes. 

251. In the case of dispensary distric ts they 
would be mct b.v ~he difficulty that they fVould 
have to create 1\ new list of voters?- Yes. 

252. So that there would be difficul t ies in 
either case ?- Yes. 

253. Which of those difficulties would be the 
more easily surmounted? - I think that the 
sanitary authority unders tand their own area 
blilst, and it would be more convenient to them to 
have the area they understand and which in­
cludes every electoral division in which rates a.re 
made. 

254. So that the dispensary districts would 
pre~ent a less difficulty than the Parliament­
ary polling district ?-1 thin k. on the whole it 
would. 

255. Do you think m9.king a. new register fo r 
any dispensary district would be le!s expensive 
thn making 0. new ra.tinff nrea ?-There is no 
expense attached to makmg a. new rating area, 

. because the Act declares that the a.rea of change 
for the JlUrpose of the library district shall be 
the P :l.l'lilimeutIU'Y polling distri ct. 

256. Or a. pottion of it?·-Yes. Then it is 
merely It (IUeation of making up the rate books, 
including the ld. in tbe £ assesscd On these pnr­
ticuIa.l' townland::l included within it . 

257. Could you supply U9 with a Jist of the 
Parliamentary polling districts in Ireland in more 
than one union ?-I t could be got from the Privy 
Council Office, 1 daresay. 

258. They have got maps ?-The clerka of the 
peace would most likely bave it. I will ma.ke 
enquiries and see if it can be done. 

259. Let us know before we sit again the 
na.mes of Parliamentary polling districts in more 
than one union ?-If possible. 

Mr. B runner. 

260. I want to understand the nature of the 
registers in the Parliamentary polling dilitricts. 
You say tha.t they are a.lphabetica.l, but surely 
they are not alphabetical from the beginning in 
the whole didtrlct. The voters of the whole 
Parliamentary polling district arc not arranged 
alphabetically ?-No j I did not mean the voters 
were arranged alphabetically by any meana. I 
meant alphabetically for the townlands. 

261. I should like to ha\'e this clea.red up. 
We hear tha.t the voting lists in the P arlia.men­
tary polling districts (that is, for Pa.rliarnentary 
purpose!!) are made up a.lphnbetically; but tha.t 
1S sure ly not taking the whole list of voters in 
the Pa.rliamentary polling district together. 
There is a sepa.rate list for certain districts 
surely?- Yes. Here is the Act that refers to it.. 
The duties of the town clerk are to prepare on 
or before a certain dllte ( that is, July 2nd) and 

B2 00 
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l\:Il-. B ru7IIIt'r-continued. 
to publish with marginal objections three al phiL" 
betical lists made out according to the polling 
districts, nnd, if so required hy the Corporation, 
according to streets. 

Chairlllall. 
~62. It is only in the towns whcre you get 

streets tha.t you get them dividcd ?- That is all. 
263. I dare say there wn.y be three or four 

villages in a polling district. You way have 
villages A. B. C. and D. J ohn Flanagan may 
live in villagc A., and Richard F lanagan. who 

Chairman-continued. 
comes next,. may li\'e in village H., hut he Comes 
next in alplmbetie:d ordel' ?- Yes. 

l\'ir. B)'uuuer. 
264. Then I take it they lu'e alphabetical from 

beginning to end wi t h the Parliamentary polling 
district ?- Yes. 

265, From side to Ride ?-Yes. Thc lists mny 
be made out either alphabetically 01' by strcct.r=, 
and the authority ha.ving powcr to divide into 
polling districts mny direct in whir.h wa.y the lists 
shall be madc out. 
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A p p E N D I x. 

PAPER handed in by Mr. Hem'!! A. RflUiIUOII , 26 June 1894, 

LOCAL GOVERNM ENT BOARD (fRELAj.'\fD). 
. 

VlliUliliou on : ASi!cssmlln t of Vahlali'-' l\ nn .~!.II!c.ssment of 

UNI O NS. 20th SelJlembel' l i~~~eP£:I~ U NIO Nil 2{llIl September One Penny 
in the £. 0 11 

1893. tile Valuation . l eU:!. Ihe \'liuaticlU. 

. 1 

£. £. .. d. £,. £. . . d. 
Abbeylelx - · · &,075 'M 9 , C.stletomer · · - · 32,O7~ 133 12 II 

Antrim · · I:!S,a41 522 5 1 Cu tlederg · · · 20,623 110 18 7 

Ardell · · · 0-' ,303 393 6 • Cutlerca. · - · - 73,087 30' 10 7 

Mlllagh · · 20.5,830 857 12 6 Castletown · - - I:!, 103 50 8 7 

!thloue • · · - &l~i 368 18 11 CIl\'&n · · - · : I 114,542 m 6 2 

Athy · · - · 11U,883 402 - , Celbridgo · · · 11",&;6 471 , 3 

Bll.ilicool'Qugh - · ;1.0,381 168 • 7 ClarClIlorm · · · 43,Il00 Ii!! 3 to 
I 

B allina · · 49,308 21.15 0 - Ctifden - · · 17,580 73 5 9 

Bollinnsioo 77,789 Cloa-heen 
I 

(;3,22\ I 263 • 6 · · · 324 2 6 · · · - I 
Balliul'oho · · · 00,405 251 13 9 Clagher - • i .50,200 

I 
234 10 1 0 

Ballycllulo 4[,,347 18B 18 11 CIOllUklily 
1 

~ 1 ,02U 2: 2 12 " · · · 
BllllYlDllholi · · m,(Hl 2513 113 0 Clones · - · I 67,791) I 240 15 10 

Dallynlenu · · · 132,762 ..,. , 8 Clullrut'i · · 71,03:1 29. 0 • 
Bllilymoney · · · · ~,O77 3M 1 r, ColeraiR8 · · HJ'J,HiS 45·1 17 , 
BallydlannoD · · 60,009 211 , , Cookl;towD · · - ·1 M,5O!J 272 19 • 
Ballyvagha.n - · · 1!l,73!) 82 • 11 Cuolehm · - · · 73,4M 306 1 3 

Halrothery · · · 06,126 400 10 6 Cork · · · · 358,880 1 ,'9~ 6 8 

Baltlngla.u - · - 'i3,O ~2 306 16 10 Corrofin · · · · 20,37!l 8.J •• , 
Banhr!dge - - · 168,921 002 3 " Croom · · · · 62,800 '"'' 1 1 

Bandon · · · 73,e;i!) 307 14 11 Delrin - - · · · t.3,126 221 , 2 

Bantry · - - 22,89G 9S 8 - Dingle · · · - - 22,9;3 " " 5 

Bawnboy · - · 40,100 101 7 , Donogal · · - · 34,598 . 44 3 2 

Belfast · · · 883,800 3,682 1:; , Du"npatrick - · - 177,003 74. " 3 

Belru ullet · · · · 10,808 45 - 8 Drogl1edR · - · 120,707 .524 - 7 

BorrilOkane · - · 41 ,614 173 7 10 Dromore, We~t · · · 37,016 154 , 7 

Boyle · · · 740 ,478 31 0 6 6 Dublin, Nor th · - · 413,977 1,724 18 1 

Caherclveen - · - 23,073 " 2 9 Duhlin, South · · · 716,800 2,986 1.5 10 

Call1Ul · · - · 7l,7il 

I 
i?99 - 11 Dundlilk - - - 110,205 459 3 9 

Carlow - - - - · }49,9ii G2.I Ie 1 Dunfanagby - · 11,4(9 47 14 1 

CuriekmaCf'Ou · - M,108 208 IS 8 Dunganllnn · · · · 06,277 401 3 1 

Carriek·ou-ShaunoD · 48,24~ 201 - 2 DungarvaD. · · · - 63,304 222 , -

Carriek ·on-8uir · · - 78,386 326 12 2 DunmanwAY - · · 33,721 140 10 • 
Cube! · · · · 107,4S6 447 12 11 Dun.bau~bllD. · - 1005,886 441 3 16 

Cutleb1ll' · · · - 46,738 194 H 10 Edenderry - - · · 96,432 397 H 8 

CastJeblayney - · · 76,697 314 19 9 Bnnil · - · · · 7',303 309 16 11 

0,164. B 3 
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- -------- - - _.-, 
I Vlllll ~ttl"n on ; As~c",-~mcnt uf Vahmtiull lIlI I As.o<OII:;JI]Ollt fir 

UNION S. .9th SI.'!,u mhm· in rl,c.t. t~n U N 1 N::>. :! r I ~e\ltclllu.:r ill the.t. On I., ; Ollr I'Clln\· 0 ". '.1 nUll i'I!JlO y 

I I I3'J:1. t im Valliat;.,n. Itl!l3. tho VnluatiOIl. 
! --------- -,--- -- - .. 1------ - - ----- -----

I 
Ennisoorthy · , -

Enni~killcn -

Epnl~tymon -

Formoy -

Glilway -

Gtcn no. maddy 

Giculici • 

Gorey -

OOtt • 

lrvlnutf)wn • 

Kanturk 

Kenmlre 

lWkoeJ -

Kllkanny 

KiI1~dy sllr t -

KiUata - -

KlUlll' UCY 

Ki[tnaethumas 

Kllmallor.k 

KHrlUb 

Kin .. lc -

Larue - -

Lettllrkanny 

Limerick 

Lisbul'n 

Lismore 

Lhmukea -

Listowel -

LondondoJ1'Y -

Longrord 

Laughrea 

Lurgan 

MacfuoUl 

Magilerafelt -

Mallo\"! • 

;\ofanoth.mllton 

MldJeton 

JIofWatreet 

101 Hcbe!IItown 

!fohill· -

- I 
- I 
i 

- j 
- I 

-I 

t. 
111 ,0311 

108,lill 

37,U1l4 

I03,Utiu 

rotl,:?3!> 

31,702 

:20,49;) 

.t. I . d. 
-iO:! 12 Li 

4[)2 10 Ii 

132 Li 10 

I!~ 1 !l 

-I: I,OCl6 ! 1 i!.l ;) 10 

8;:'i~i5 ! :}57 16 :1 

I I)./, 0 Ii 

205 ] 4 

9u,n o ! "~19 2 

HI,51!! i 81 11 U 

·15,11i0 ' 188 :1 " 

tl9,1d.5 

25,31.J 

:!(J,",'O 

71,0 (:2 

33,08, 

131,7133 

u3,OI:! 

GO,:JO() 

IOB,!:!7 

3 1 ,ti~G 

O!l,O'.!8 

197,231 

181,0-10 

00,250 

C:08,12d 

170,618 

147,4.42 

6.fo ,304 

93,S"{o 

105,970 

.fo3,811 

04,409 

30,0!!6 

28,2ii2 

4!'1,1 21 

39,:iBO 

l iN 9 Ii 

137 17 3 

574 I 11 

220 I i 8 

4[00 HI 7 

131 17 2 

201 7 4 

a2 1 Ir, 11 

71>4 7 & 

209 7 6 

212 " -

:!as IS 0 

110 18 2 

317 14 7 

614 6 10 

26, IS 8 

391 - 5 

441 11 4 

I S2 10 11 

393 7 5 

·12S 2 2 

111 H 4-

:20",1 3 :I 

16..1 J8 4. 

A1uli~g l u\IL -

~ I uu ll t ho llew 

i\ lolilltlllclkk • 

\\f ll iliu<;"ur -

Nuwca.itl" 

OhlC!.'\JI llo 

Olllagh • 

Ou;,;hterard 

PIII·tumnn 

J ~uth d/"u III 

l{athku"lu 

U OJCIIIU m lltl • 

n mlC\'Ca • 

8cllrilr 

Shl ltull1glJ 

Ski bbl:~OIl 

S kull 

Sligo 

Strnbaoe 

Slranolar 

Strokl!5lown -

::hvinoford 

Thomastown • 

T hul'lCi -

Tillpel'llry 

Tobercurl'Y • 

T ralee 

T lllm 

Tll lta 

Tullaman 

Urliagford 

W aterford 

Westport 

W exford 

Yough lll 

TOTAL, I Ml Union. 

-I 
- ! 

_ i 

- : 

! 
- I , 
- , 
- ! 

·10,303 

1U:!, 7~ 1 

!)!J,:UH 

tJ3,:!D~ 

I040 ,.fo Qi> 

l(i~ ,3U6 

l4lJ.648 

6:.1,9]5 

I01,!1l6 

15,O:l!.t 

IU2,M3 

:J6,341 

211,K7:i 

I!!i ,:m; 

(iV,7IIl 

' ''',&00 

Ol ,:n l 

~0,3:JtI 

U'J,Gl:! 

107,343 

:JO,1G4 

{oO,837 

4-1,H;; 

65,O'J6 

')0,:>48 

1403,241 

40,836 

87,705 

109,016 

76,161 

33,467 

a3,29G 

I M ,610 

44,100 

1 0~,6'& 

- - 59,S:!;') ._- -'--
• £ . 14,134,322 

.t. I. Il • 
3!J1 7 ·1 

1 6~ 11 1 

011] !4 Ii 

O:llJ l:l 8 

'H4 :! :J 

393 U t1 

'.!G:J H llJ 

4:ui - :; 

701]3 -

623 10 II 

:!G2 2 II 

"4t1 I :! ]] 

62 ]3 3 

4:.!7 7 !} 

147 S 1 

1,13 2 1(, 3 

fJ:J:J ·1 tI 

290 !I 10 

:!(j~ 1/i -

:S80 U 3 

laD U 10 

:!U!.I I tJ 1 

] 07 - [I 

li:1 10 1 

' 1.'i 1 -

120 18 a 

211 16 b 

171 8 (} 

27-l 10 1 

371 5 iI 

')00 10 {) 

170 3 -

30ti 8 D 

464 4 8 

310 15 11 

130 8 II 

34.7 1 4 

202 & 11 

044 ... II 

. 184 3 -

' J2 , 11 

249 ~ :1 

6iI,803 - 2 _______________ I _____ JI __________ ~ ____ I __ ___ 


