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B ILL 
[AS AMENDED IN COMMITTEE] 

, INTITULED 

Anlwt to promote Intermediate Education iu Ireland. 

BE ~t enacted by. the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and 
WIth the adVIce and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 

Temporal, and Commons, in this present Pm'!iament assembled, and 
by the authority of the samc, as follows: 

A.D. 1878. 

5 1. This Act may be cited as the Intermediate Education (Ireland) Short title. 

Act, 1878. 

2. A Board shall be established, to he called" The Intermediate Establish
Education Board for Ireland" (in this Act refened to as "The ment of 

Boarel "). The Board shall consist of seven members, who shall be Board. 

10 appointed by the Lord Lieutenant, and shall hold office during his 
pleasure. 

If any vacancy occurs in the office of any member of the Board 
by death, resignation, or otherwise, the Lord Lieutenant may 
appoint some other fit person to fill the vacancy. 

15 The Board shall at their first meeting in every year appoint one 
mcmber of tho Board t.o be chairman, and another member to be 
vice-chairman, who sball continue in office for one year. 

The Boanl shall be a body corporate, and shall have a co=on 
scal. 

20 Tbree membors of the Boarel shall form a quor1llll. 

3. The Lorel Lieutenant may from time to time appoint two Assist.aot 

assistant commissioners to [lSsist the Board in the execution of this ~fo=,!l
Act, who shall hold office duriug his pleasure. The a~sistant com- and other 

missioners shall also act as secretaries, and, when requiI'ed, [lS office",. 

25 iuspectors. The Board may, from time to time, with the consent 
of the Lord Lieutenant, anel with the approval of Her Majesty's 
Treasury, appoint such other officers as they deem necessary for the 
purposcs of this Act, ",nd may with such consent as t1foresaid 
remove such officers. 
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4. The following SUlliS shall be paid hy the Board out of any 
moneys for the time being in their hands in pursuance of this Act : 

(1.) To each of the two assistant commissioners a salary not 
exceeding one thousaucl pounds pel' annum : 

(2.) To the other officers such salaries or other remuneration as 5 
the Board may recommend, with the sanction of the Lord 
Lieutenant, and as the Co=issioners of H er Majesty's 
Treasury may approve: 

(3.) The other expenses of carrying this Act into exeoution. 

5. It shall be the duty of the Board to promote intermediate 10 
secular education in Ireland in the manner provided by this Act; 
that is to say, 

1. By institutIng aud carrying on a system of public examina
tions of students : 

2. By providing for the payment of prizes and exhibitions, and 15 
the giving of certificates to students : 

3. By providing for tile payment to managers of schools com
plying with the prescribed conditions of fees dependent on 
tile results of public examinations of students : 

4. Generally by applying the funds placed at the disposal of the 20 
Board for the purposes of this Act as hereby directed; pro
vided that no examination shall be held in any subject of 
religious instruction, nor any payment made in respect thereof. 

6 . The Board sllall, from time to time, with the approval.of the 
Lord Lielltenant, make. rules for the purposes of this Act with 25 
respect to the following matters: 

(1.) For prescribing the duties and powers of the assistant 
commissioners and other officers : 

(2.) lj'or appointing times and places at which .examinations 
shall be held in each year : 30 

(3.) .For . defining the qualifications of the students who may 
present themselves for examination: • 

(4.) For applying, as faJ.· as conveniently may be, the benefits of 
this Act to the education of girls: 

. (5.) For defining the subjects and nature of the examinations: 35 
(6.) For requiring candidates for examination to give such notice 

as the Board may prescribe of their intention to present 
themselves for examination, and for fixing the fees to be 
paid by candidates upon such notices: 

(7.) For firing the numbers and amounts of the prizes and 40 
exhibitions which may be awarded in each year, and for 
declaring the conditions with respect to age, attendance 
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at school, attendance at the examinations to be held A.D. 1878. 

under this Act, and the standard of merit, anc] con-
ditions with respect to such other matters as the Board 
may prescribe, upon compliance with which such prizes, 

5 exhibitions, and certificates may be obtained and held: 
(8.) For prescribing, and satisfying themselves as to the ob

servance of the conditiolls upon which managers of 
schools may receive payment of result fees: 

(9 .) For making proper provisions to carry out the rules in the 
10 schedule to tli.is Act, and for varying, altering, and 

amending the rules containec] in such schedule: 
(10.) Generally for carrying this Act into effect. 
All rules made in pursuance of this Act shall, within three weeks 

after the same shall have been made, be laid before both Houses of 
15 Parliament, if Parliament be sitting, 01' if not, then within three 

weeks after the beginning of the next ensuing session of Parliament ; 
and if any such rules shall be disapproved by either House of 
Parliament within forty days after tbe same shall have been so hid 
before Parliament, such rules, or such part thereof as shall be so 

20 disapproved, shall thereupon become void and of no effect. 
In the meantime, and until altered by rules to be made by the · 

Board in the manner providec] by tllis Act, the rules contained in 
the schedule to this Act shall govern the proceedings of the Board. 

7 . The Board shall not make any payment to the managers of No payment 

25 any school unless it be shown to the satisfaction of the Board tbat ~:s c~:;o 
no pupil attending such school is permitted to remain in attendauce :eligiou~ 

d · th t' f I" · t t· hi h th t IDstrnction urmg e Ime 0 any re 19lOuS illS rue lOll wee pal'en S 01' be obgerved. 
guardians of such pupil shall not have sanctioned, and that the 
time for giving such religious instruction is so fixe(l tbat no pupil 

30 not remaining in attendance is excluded directly or indirectly from 
the advantages of the secular education given in the school. 

8. For the purpose of carrying this Act intc effect, the Com- Finnnc •• 

missioners of Church Temporalities in Ireland shall, out of the 
property accruing to the Comnllssionel's under the Irish Ohurch 

35 Act, 1869, when and as required by the Board, provide for the use 
of the Board, either in cash or in securities or rentcharges of an 
equivalent value, such amount, not exceeding in the whole one 
million of pounds sterling, as thc Board shall estimate to be 
required for the purposes of this Act. 

40 The annual income so provided sball be applied by the Board for 
the purposes of this Act, and if and so far as the same shall not 
in each or any year be required tc be so applied, the same shall be 
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A.D.IBiB. invested by the Board by way of accmnulation in the purchase of 
Government securities. 

Extension 9, The several provisions of the Irish Ohurch Act, 1 869, with 
of b OlT ow in" t . th . . f b th 0 " f Cl 1. ower of 0 l'espec to e l"alSlng 0 money y e ommlSSloners 0 lurCll 

bommis- Temporolities in Ireland, and the giving of security for the repay- 5 
. Ch~'~~hof ment thereof, and of interest thereon, and with respect to aclvances 

Tcmporuli- to be made by the Oonnnissioners for the R eduction of the National 
ties. Debt to the said Oommissioners of Ohurch Temporalities, and with 

respect to the powers of the Commissioners of Her Majesty's 
Treasury in relation to the money so to be' raised, shall be extended 10 
and shall apply to the purposes of this Act as fully as such pro
visions apply to the plUl'oses of the Irish Church Act, 1 869. 

Board to 
make re
port.. 

10, The Boarcl shall present an annual account, and report to 
the Lord Lieutenant, to be laid before both Houses of Parliament, 
and the said account shall be vouched and auclited as the Lord 15' 
Lieutenant shall direct. 
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SOHEDULE OF RULES. A.D.18i8. 

Sectioll 6. 

ExCt",;"at·iollS. 

Examinations extending over a course of three years shall be held 
in accordl1nce with the rules following : 

5 1. The examinations in each of the three years shall be held 
between the first day of June and the fu'St day of August, at 
convenient centres, to be selecte(l by the Board with the 
approval of the Lord Lieutenaut . The examinations shall 
be held, if possible, in the town hall or other public building 

10 suitable for the purpose. The following shall be the 
divisions of the subjects of examination; viz., 

(1.) The ancient language, literature, and history of 
Greece or Rome: 

(2.) The language, literature, and history of Great Britain 
15 and Ireland: 

(3.) The French, German, and Italian languages, literatlll'e, 
and history, or anyone of them: 

(4.) Mathematics, including arithmetic and book
keeping: 

20 (5.) Natural sciences: 
(6.) Such other subjects of secular education as the Boare1 

may from time to time prescribe. 
2. .A. progra=e of the examinations, including a list of the 

authors in which the litera.ry part of the examinations shall 
25 consist, shall be furnished by the Board to any person on 

application. 
3. The Board shall, before the fu'St day of J anuary in each year, 

prepare and publish a list of examiners in the various 
subjects for the year, to which list additions may, if 

30 necessary, be made during the year from time to time; and 
a sufficient number shall be selected from such list, with 
the approval of the Lord Lieutenant, to conduct the 
examinations. 

4. A student of the first year's COUl'se shall be under the age of 
35 sixteen years on the fu'St day of June in the year iu which 

he shall first present himself for examination. No student 
shall be eligible to present himself for examination m either 
the second or the third year's course in any year after 1879 
and 1880 respectively, who shall not have been exa.mined 
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anel have passed in two di\"isions at least in the year previous 
to his so presenting himseiJ', unless the Board shall, for 
special reasons to be stated by them in eacb case, dispense 
with tbis conelition of eligibility. In the year 1879 any 
student may present himself for examination in the second 5 
year's course who sball bc under the age of 17 years on the 
1st day of June in tbat year; and in that year and in 1880 
nny student may present himself for examination in the thhd 
year's COUl'Se who shall be under the age of 18 yem'S on the 
first day of June in the year in which he shall so present 10 
himseiJ'. 

5. Every student desiring to be examined in any year shall, in 
the month of April previous to his presenting himself for 
examination, serid to tbe Boarel notice of his intention so to 
do, accompanied by a certificate of age. A fee not exceeding 15 
28. 6d. sball be payable upon every notice given by a student, 
and shall be paiel in snch manner as the Board shall order. 
A munber shall be assigned to each student so giving notice 
of his intention. to be examineel, by which alone he sball be 
known in the subsequent examination . Before admitting 20 
any student to examination, the Board shall satisfy itself 
that dUling the twelve months immediately preceding the 
date of examination he has pursued a course of study in 
Ireland. 

P"izes and Exhibitions. 25 
Exhibitions not exceediag 201. a year, tenable' for three years, 

shall be awarded to the students obtaining the highest places at the 
examination for the fu'St year, who sball have passed in three 
divisions at the least. 

Exhibitions not exceeding 301. a year, tenable for two years, 30 
shall be awarded to the students obtaining the highest places at the 
examination for the second year, who shall have passed in three 
divisions at the least. 

No student sball hold two such exhibitions at the same time. 
No exbibition or prize (except medals or minor pdzes) uncler 35 

the Act shall be tenable by any. student holding a scholarship, 
exhibition, or free scholarsbip from any other endowment. 

No exhibition shall continue to be held by any stndent in any 
year subsequent to the year in which he has obtained it, unless in 
eac.h ~uch subsequent year he presents himself for examination 40 
and passes in thl'tC divisions at the· least, and· 'obtains a certificate 
of merit in one of such subjects. 

• 



", 

,. 

[41 & 42 VIeT.] Intermediate Eelucation (I,·el",,,l.) 

Upon the recommendation of the examiners silver medals and A.D. 1878. 

prizes in books will be awarded to students of . mel'it, who pass 
in three divisions in any year, and obtain certificates of merit in 
two of them, bnt fail to obtain exhibitions. 

5 Prizes not exceeding 501. shall be awarded to the students 
obtaining the highest places at the examination in the thu'cl year's 
course. No student to whom such a prize is awardec\ shall con
tinue to hold any exhibition under this Act previously held by him. 

The number of prizes and exhibitions to be awarded in each 
10 year shall be determined by assigning one prize or exhibition 

according to the respective years for every ten students in the 
aggregate who shall have passed in three of the divisions of 
examination for each such year. 

Such prizes and exhibitions shall be awarded to the students 
15 highest in order of merit in the general examination list for the 

whole couutry in each year, without reference to the order of 
merit in the examination list for any particular place of 
examination. 

Results Fees. 

20 R esults fees shall be paid to the mauagers of schools for students 
who having attended their schools from the 15th of October of 
the year previous to that of the examination, and having made 
at least one hundred attendances from that date to the last day of 
the month preceding the examination, may obtam passes: according 

25 to the following scale :-

-- 0.. I ,,"0 I Th". I Fo~ I Fi,. I Six 
Division. Dirisions. Dirisions. Dh'isioDS. Di\"isions. Divisions. 

30 
Not Not I Not Not Not 

c::r.ceediag exceed:ng execediDg exceeding exceeding 
£ £ £ £ £ £ 

First yea.r - - Nil 3 4 5 - --
Second year - . - - 4 5 6 I 7 -Third yenr - . - - 5 6 7 8 10 

I ! 
For the purposes of this rille a school shalllllean any ecl,ucational 

35 institution (not being a national school) which affords classical or 
scientific education to. pupils net exceeding eighteen years of age, of 
whom not less than ten shall have made one hundred attendances at 
the least in the period lJetween the fifteenth of October and the last 
day of the month preceding the examination in respect to~which 
the result fees are claimed. 
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