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Inspector General's Report on the Rtate of the Prj'Oll" 

in Ireland; for the Year 1818. 

( I. ) 

A REPO R T on the State of the Gaol of the County of Aut,·;", at 
Carrickfergus :-G. Allen, Esquire, iii. D. Local Inspector; William 
M' Claverty, Gaoler. 

I N the Report which I had the hOlloul to submit last year, I observed that lhe 
considerable addi tions then making to thi s prison we"re interrupted fdr want of 

funds; the wO~'k ha~ been, since las~ L ent <~ssizes, recommenced, and is now nearly 
completed, which wIll be a very desirable CII'CUmstance, as there arc, of all descrip­
tions of prisoners, 184 in custody, wilo, dlH'ing th e progress of tbe works, Cunnot be 
regularly accommodated j the gaol is, however, perfectly healthy. 

--... - . 

An important im provement has been effected in the di sc ipline of this aaal by the 
perseverance and assiduity of the Local Inspec tor, who gives the following ~a tisfac­
tory account of it : 

" There appears to me a very great reformation in the conduct of the prisoners, 
owing, as I think, to a school for reading, writing and arithmetic, which I have had 
kept since I was appoi~ted I~ls p~ctor. The sch?ol ~ecps the prisoners employed, 
and prevents them plotting mIschief; a bad and Ill-dIsposed man has really now no 
chance in gaol amongst the othel's, and a novice in vice is not so much corrupted in 
gaol as faflll f! r1 y -I wish 1 could get a few linen wheels for the women. 

/( The Soci~Ly for p~'omoting d.le Education of the Poor of Ir~lalld, hearing of 
the gaol school, very kmdly and hberally gave a gran t of 20/. to It, and a donation 
of five pounds worth of books, stationary, &c." 

Escapes have been attempted by some prisoners, encouraged by the irregulnr state 
which workmen mnployed in repairing the prison generally create; the vigilance of 
the gaoler always prevented them; he is generally considered a faithful and humane 
officer. 

Nothing as yet has been done towards repairing 01' renewing the old Town Gaol 
of Cnrrickferglls, which is in a ve~y nlinol1s state, and n. disgrace to the corporation . 
The Bridewell at Belfast has been completed, and relieves the counly Antrim 
prison of a great number of j uvenile depredators. 

Three hundred and twelve crown pri50ncrs were committed here ill year 18'18, 
of them 172 were convicted, 16 capita lly, whose sentences were mercifulJy com­
muted to tral1 ~portati on for life, by order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

One hundred and eighty-two persons were in said year committed for debt; 
scil. 77 for sums above '201., 105 for sums under that Sli m , 25 were discharged by 
the Insolvent Act, 77 were discharged by !ettling with their plaintiffs, twelve were 
removed by ha.beas to the Four Court lVlarshalsea, and 68 remained in gaol l 1st 
January 18' 9. 

(2.) 

A REPORT on tbe Staie of the Gaol of the County A .. magh:­
Rev. Wm. nall, Local Inspector; John Turner, Gaoler. 

THIS Gaol at present is very crowded and incommodious; the works for its im· 
provement and augmentation are proceeding j so many additioll.s were found neces­
ra.ry to remedy its inadequacy, that they cannot be completed 1tl less than another 
year. Escapes are continually attempted, e!pecin1ly as tbe prison has ~e~ reno 
aeted more insecure than it antecedently had been, by the necessary admISSIon of 
the workmen. . 

'fhe rnspectQr reports as follows :-" I have found the gaol in a deplomble state 
on account of the numbers confined in it. There are 60 criminals, and as many 
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Inspector General's Report on the state of the P]'i~on, 

in Ireland; for the Year 1818. 

(I. ) 

A RE P 0 R T on the State of the Gaol of the County of A1I/"im, a, 
Carrickfergus :-G. Allen, Esquire, lIf. D. Local Inspector; William 
1I1' CllIycrty, Gaoler. 

(I.) 

.-\ nlrim. I N the Report which I had the honour to submit last year, I observed, that the 
considerable additions then making to thi s prison were interrupted for want of 

funds; the wO~'k ha~ beell, since las~ Lent <~ ssizes, recommenced, and is now nearly 
completed, whIch WIll be a very desIrable circumstance, as there arc, of all descrip­
tions of prisoners, 184 in custody, who, during the progress of the works, cannol be 
regularly accommodated j the gaol is, however, perfectly healthy. 

---.~ .. 

An important improvement has been effected in the discipline of this ono\ by the 
perseverance and assiduity of the Local Inspector, who gives the following ~atisfo.c­
tory account of it : 

H There appears to me a very great reformation in the conduct of the prisoners 
owing, as I think, to a school for reading, writing and arithmetic, which I have l!Uti 
kept since I was appointed Inspector. The school keeps the prisoners employeJ 
and prevents them plotting mischief; a bad and ill-disposed man ha~ really now n~ 
chancc in gaol amongst the others, and a novice in vice is not so much corrupted in 
gaol as forlllp.r1y -I wish I could get a few linen wheels for the women. 

" The Society for p~omoting tl.le Education of the Poor of Ir~land, hearing of 
the gaol school, very kmdly and liberally gave a grant of 20/. to It, and a donation 
of five pounds worth of books, stationary, &c." 

E scapes have been attempted by some prisoncrs, encouraged by the irregular state 
which workmcn employed in repairing the prison generally create ; the vigilance of 
the gaoler always prevented them; be is generally considered a faithful and humane 
officer. 

Nothing as yet has been done towards repairing or renewing the old Towll Gaol 
of Cnrrickfergu8, which is in a very minous state, and a disgrace to the corporation. 
The Bridewell at Belfast has been completed, and relieves the county Antrim 
prison of a great number of juvenile depredators. 

Three hundred and twelve crown prisoners were committed here ill year ]81 8, 
of them 172 were conl,-icted, 16 capitally, whose sentences were mercifully com­
muted to trall5portation for life, by order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

One hundred and eighty.two persons ,,.·ere in said year committed for debt; 
scil. 77 for sums above 20l., 105 for sums under tl1:1t sum, 25 were discharged by 
the Insolvent Act, 77 were discharged by settling with their plaintiffs, twelve were 
removed by habeas Lo the :Four Court 1\1al'shalsea, and 68 remained in gaol, 1 st 
January 1819. 

(2.) 

A REPORT on the Staie of the G.ol of the County Armagh :­
Rev. Wm. nan, Loo.l Inspector; John Turner, Gaoler. 

THIS Onol at present is very crowded and incommodious; the works forits im­
provement and augmentation nre procecding; 50 many additions werc found neces­
sary to remedy its inadequacy, thnt they cannot be completed in less than another 
year. Escapes are continually attempted, e!pecially as tbe prison has ~e~ ren· 
i:lered more insecure than it antecedently had been, by the necessary adm ission of 
the workmen. . 

'fhe Inspector reports as follows :-" I have found the gaol in a deploruble stnte 
on account of the number~ confined in it. There are 60 criminals, and as many 
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4 INSPECTOll GENEllAL'S llEPORT ON THE STATE 

deutol's. confined in gnol, from its size scarcely competent to contain half the 
number; the consequence is, that it is almost impossible to comply with one of the 
17 HC1Tu lntions, with rcgn l'd to the separation of the prisoners. It would be an act 
01 hun~l1l i ty to remove the cOllv icts for transportation to another plat:e of reception. 
They arc building an adJition to the gaol, but it will not be fit for the reception of 
prisoners for nearly another year. The gaoler is constantly very alert, but it will 
110t lJe in his power CO prevent the cOorts of so numerous and lawless n pack of 
villains. 

" I have thus but an indifferent report to make YOll, be ing but a few weeks re~ 
called to the office of Inspec tor ; I trust I shall, by stl'ict attention to cleanl iness, 
endeavour, as Ell' as lies in my power, to counteract the bad eilects likely to arise 
from the present crowded state of the gaol of Armagh." 

'1'11'0 hundred and thirty. six crowl! prisoners were commi tted here in the yeur 
18 18; of them 1 14 ",ere convicted j one capitany, for highway robbery, who re­
ce ived a. free pardon . 

Two hund red and se \'enty-six persons were in said year committed for cleut; 
scil. 43 for debts above 20[., 233 for deb ts under that su m, 72 we re diSC harged by 
the Insolvent Act, 126 were discharged by settling with their plaintiOs, six were 
remo\'ed uy habea::i to the Four Court i\Iarshalsea, and i2 remained in gaol, 1 st 
.January 18 19. 

(3·) 
A IlEPOIlT Oil tlie Sta te of the G nol of.tlie County of C"dow:- Edward 

Fitzgerald, Esq. M.D. L ocal Inspector; R obert Ken'cvan, Gaoler. 

S INCE my former Report all the state of this prison, when 1 had the honour to 
sugpest ce rtain addi tions absulutely necessary for its safe ty and the better accommo­
dation of the prisoners, especially in the debtors apartments, I learn with regret 
tha t no alterations nor improvements have been made since my last visit. The 
local inspector writes , that" It is now so thronged that the prisoners, and some of 
the debtors, arc Obl iged to sleep three in each bcd. " 

One hundred and twenty crow l1 prisoners were committed here in year 1818; of 
them 27 were convicted, two capitally; of wholll, one for Ill urder W!'I S execu ted: 
the sentence of the other was Illercifully commuted to transportation for life, by 
order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Fi fty-two persons were, in said year, committed for debt; sci!. 24 for debts above 
"20/., ~S for debts under that sum, nOlle were di scharged by the Insolvent Act, 28 
were discharged by settling with lheir plaintiffs, four were removed by habeas to the 
Four COll rt :.\farshalsca, rille! 20 remaining in gaol, 1St J an uary 1 8 19. 

A R E PORT on the State of the Gaol of the County Cavan :-Rev. lUr. Spaight, 
Local Inspector ; Christopher Galoghly, Gaoler. 

TH E sickness which prevailed in this P rison, arising from its crowded state, and 
~-~~ __ . tbe want of a detached hospital, have at length stimulated the Commis:;ioners of the 

grand jury to prepare n plan and estimate, which have been submitted for his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's approbation. The Local Inspector writes, that 
" No alteration of any consequence was made since I last visited it." 

The gaol has been construc led on too small ~ scale j it is generally crowded to 
excess, a misfo rtu ne severely fel t in the year 1817, when a fever hOld broken ou t 
among thlJ debtors, then most numerOllS, which soon infected the whole pdSOll, 
whereof eigh t dicd: at present the f.!8.ol is heal thy. 

Three hundred and thi rty-follr crown prisoners were committed here in year IS 18; 
of them, 176 were convicted, 7 capitally, of whom four for murder and two fo r 
I.Hlrglnry and robbery were execu ted: the sentence of one was mercifully commuted 
to transportalioll for life, by order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

One 
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qne hundred and forty-five persons were, in said year, com miued for debt j sci!. 
38 for debts above 20 t., ,107 for debts U\~del' ~ha.t ~u n~ , 32 were discharged lJy the 
I nsolvent ~c .. t, 77 were dlscilOrged by th el~' plcll,lltlflsJ SIX were removed by habeas to 
tbe Four Court 1\illrshalsea, and 30 remamed lJl gaol, 1 St J anuary 1819. 

(5 .) 

A REPO RT on ~he State of the Gaol of the COllnty of CllIl'e, at Enllis :_ 
Rev. 1\11'. I' ltzgerflld, Local [nspector ; T homas D arcy, Gaoler. 

I N the month uf last ~une I visited the old P~' i50n of this coullty; I found it 
as clean and regular as Its crowded st.ate and ITIISCollstructed plan would admit. 
The prison being thronged, and the fever havi ng appeared among the convicts, the 
female fe lons were removed to the new county prison. though not yet fm ishcd. T his 
expedient, and also the removal of the convicts under rtlle of transportation to 
Cork, and a prudent admission to bail of person~ conf'ined for trivial oA:ellcc~, had 
considerably reduced tbe number, and greatly impro\'C'd the accommodation, com· 
fort and health of the remaining prisoners. 

,"Vhen the femnles were removed to the new prison, the gaoler 's wife immediately 
collected a number of spinning wheels, provided flax and set them to wOt k. 
I counted 18 thus industrioU!:;ly employed, and learned that tbey were paid tbe full 
amoun t of their earnings regularly. This just and liberal treatment l have ever 
found the best incentive to labour. 

The site of the new prison "'as iIJ ·chosen ; the sawers making from it, conse­
quently, had not sufficient fall. I wrote to the Gaol Commissioners, recommendillg 
an insulating wall to surround the prison, wherein the sentinels woulJ be bes t 
placed for the protection of the prison j it was also necessary to adopt this improve. 
ment, to prevent some projected encroachments which I heard would be madc. 

Ti le Local Inspec tor, WIIO has been lately appointed, writes th us :-"'l'he prisoners 
have been removed from the old gaol. As to the conduct of the gaolcr, 1 consider 
him a humane mon, and have formed this opinion from his general behaviour, and 
from his frequently suggesting hints to me on such alterations and improvements in 
the economy of the prison as were calculated for the convenience aud weH· being at 
the prisoners." 

Two hundr~d and sixty-eight crown prisoners were committed here in year 181 S; 
of them, .59 we re convicted, 8 capitally, of whom one for burglary and rObbery WU:5 

executed i the sen tences of the others were mercifully commuted to transportation 
for life, by order of the Lord Lieutenant·. 

One hundred and fourtaen persons were in said year committed for l1ebt; scil. 
25 for debts above 20/., 89 for debts under that sum, 32 were discharged by the 
Insolvent Act, 44 were discharged by thei r plaintiffs, 8 were removed by habeas 
to the Four Court ~Ilarshal sea, and 30 remained in gaol, 1St J anuary 1819. 

(6.) 

A REPORT on the State of the Goal of the County Cork :-Rev. John M"gcc, 
Local Inspector j J eremiah and John Murphy, Gaolers. 

WHEN I last visited tllis Gaol, it was extremely clenn and regular ; no complain t 
was then made by any of the prisoners. . 

A new Inspector havin~ been recently appointed, ha~ requested to be Il1du~ged 
(from that circumstance) 111 not making the usual Report on th~ state of the Pnson 
during the year. 

Being occupied in visiting the Prisons in North L einster, Connaught, Dnd parts 
of Ulster and ?\1unster, and a severe indisposition hav ing nlta~ked me, prevented 
my going to Cork, though it wns my intention to have done so In the autumn . 

N ot being yet sufficiently recovered to undertake a journey, I have not been 
able to visit the Depot which ·is situated in the vicinage, hut ns my Rcpo~t of the 
preceding year. made last session of parliament, comprehended the de61gn and 
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(G.) nature of tha t institution, to wilich a reference, jf reql1ired, can be easily oLtained in 
Cork county. ~he propel' office, it may be redundant to repeat bere what has Lecn so fu lly cXJlr~sserl 

'-_ ___..__---' 111 that. 
Seven hundred and ninety-nine crown prisoners were cOlllmitted to the County 

Cork G aol in the 1 S 18 j -182 were convicted, 35 .of t hem capitally of whol ll 
four were executed, th ree for murder, and one for shooling at a person'; the Ren. 
tences of 28 were mercifu lly COITllllutecl to transportation for life, by order of the 
.Lord Lieutenant, and of three to imprison ment. 

(7 · ) 

Cork city. 

(8.) 

Donegal. 

One hundred HUrl sixty-six persons were in the said year com mitted for debt . 
sci!. ,,)0 for debts above 201. , ,ll 6 for dehts u ll~lcr tl~llt.s l\ m, 3G were discharged by 
the Insolvent Act, 5~ were discharged by tI~c lrylal\~ LJff.~ , thrc~ were .removed by 
habeas to the Four Court lVIarshalsea, two dIed Hl pnsol1, and 6G rcmall1cd i ll ITaol o • 
1St January 1819. 

A HEPORT 0 11 the State of the Gaol of the City of CO/'/r :-Rev. Hoyle Davi, . 
Local Inspector ; J ohn ' Va\sil , Gaoler. 

THIS G aol has nei ther yard nor otber a iring ground attached to it; it is bllill 
on an arched en trance to the city. termed the North-gate : it is always crowded, 
and is in n mould eri ng state o r decay. The I nspector wri tes :--" There is now 
every prospect tha.t the \lew Gaol and Bridewell will shortly be commenccd, as tht· 
money is promisecl to be advanced; no fll teration hus been made ill either liming tile 
last year. 1 think it proper here to state the ve ry great inconvenience, compre­
hending upwards of 60 convicts, most of them boys, whose morals must every day 
grow .worse, kept in a gaol where no employment cun be gi ven t hem, nnd w here they 
cannot be separated from the rest; indeed; these boys nrc the worst characters ill 
the prison. There arc a t prcsenl179 persons of every description in tile gaol." 

A plan fOI' building the gaol in this city has been submiLled to, unci received the 
approbation of his E xcellency the Lord Lieutenant. Of this design that e.,\ ceHcnt 
judge and most eminent architect, I"rancis J ohnson, esq. of the DaftI'd of 'Vol'ks, 
has given n very ravourable opinion. The draft was made by Ivlr. Rollinsotl, of 
Kilkenny, the architect of tbe justl y admired gaol of that county. 

Four hundred and seventy-three crown prisoners werc committed here in the 
year 1818; of them 267 were cOllvicted, six capitally, of whom one for murder, and 
one for highway robbery, were executed; the sentences of the remaining four were 
mercifully commuted to transportation for life, by order of the Lord L ieutenant. 

Two hundred and thirty~two persons were in said yea r committed for debt ; 
scil. 60 for debts above 20/. , 172 for debts under that sum, 36 were discIJ arged by 
the Insolvent Act, 147 wcre discharged by their plnil1tiff~, II were removed by 
habeas to the Fonr Court Marshalsea; ·and 38 remained in gaol , 1st January 181 9. 

(8.) 

A REPORT on tile State of the Gaol of the Counly D onegal :-Itev. J ohn Grnhnm. 
J..ocaJ Inspector; 'William Price, Gaoler. 

THIS Prison, like almost every other in Ireland, is too small for its county. At 
Illy last vi sit, I suggested that an additiotl should be made on the right wing appro­
pria ted to females, and drew a plan for that purpose, for the instruction of a budder 
usually employed in the county works : it has no distinct infirmary ; it wants also an 
insulating wall for the sentinels to walk witpin, a measure that would be more con­
ducive to tile ~ afety ohlle prison and the health of the prisoners tban raising the walls, 

·as had been hcretofore proposed. 
The walls arc in great want of dashing, to conceal, if P9ssible, the bad materials 

and workmanship with which it was constructed. 
The 



OF THE PRISONS IN IRELAND: 1818. 7 

The Local Inspector has not mad~ .his am~ual Report whether any of those 
improvements have been adopted, but It IS certam they are IBu ch wanted. 

Three hundred and se~en crown pris~ner5 were committed here in the year IS 18 ; 
of them 160 were convic ted, two capi tally, of whom one for murder was executed; 
the sen tence of lhe other was mercifully commuted to transportation for life by 
order of the Lord Lientenant. ' 

.One l~lIndred and forty nine persons werr. in the said year committed for dtbt; 
sCll. 58 fo r clouts above 20 I:, 91 for debts u~lder ~h~t Sl1~ll, 19 were discharged by 
the Insolvent Act, 79 were d ischarged by their plamtlffs, SIX were removed by habeas 
to the :Four Court :Marshalscu'J and 45 remained in gaol, 1st January 1819. 

(g.) 

(8.) 

DO!If·'zal. 
~ 

A REPORT on the State of the Gaol of the County DO'wn at Downpatrick '-
""illiam Nevin, Esq. IVr. D. Local Inspectorj Hugh Gray, Gaoler.' (9) 

TH E learned Local Inspector has summarily reported on the state of the Gaol, in DOIl' Ll. 

the following manner : "N othing very material has occurred since the last annual . v~-~ 
Report; tbe number of prisoners has diminished, nor are any confined at present for 
crimes o~ great atrocity. The want of a separate gaol fol' convicts far tran5portatian, 
is much felt, and a lso a convenient place for the confinement of approvers. . 

II The melanch~ly effects of idleness are too apparent, in insolence Ilnd insubor 
dination; cou ld the prisoners be compelled to spend those hours in labour which 
they devote to recounting their past misconduct, and planning new schemes of 
annoying society, the happy effects would be soon felt and aCknowledged. 

H From the suffe ri ngs of the prisoners of all descriptiolls under typhus fevers, 
the Grand Jury at last summer assizes presented n. sum of money for the erection 
of a commodiolls infirmary for the reception of those labouring undel' acute and 
infectious discases. 

" A nllmber of Commissioners were appointed to receive plans and estimates; 
onc has been approved of, ancl is nearly ready to be laid before his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant for his approbation." 

T~o hundred nnd thirty-one crown prisoners were committed here in thc year 
1818 j of them 87 wcre convicted, seven capitally, of whom one for murder was 
executed j the sen tences of the remaining six were mercifully commuted to trans ­
portation for life, by order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

One hundred and ninety-four persons were in said year committed for debt; scil. 
81 for debts above 201., 11 3 for debts under that sum, 19 were disc.hnrged by the 
Insolvent Act, 1 \ 7 were di scharged by their plaintiffs, eight were removed by habeas 
to the l i'our Court IVIarshalsea, and 50 remained in gaol, 1St January 1819. 

(10.) 

A REPORT on the State of the Gaol of the Town of Drogil,"rt;­
Rev. Mr. Cmwford, Local Inspector; J ohn Allen, gaoler. 

I VISITED the old gaol of this town Inst August, which I fo~nd as clean and 
regular' as its iII·constructed apartments would allow. A man committed for riot 
and assault at the election, who lay ill of a fever, complained, that though he offcred 
sufficient bail for his appearance at the assizes, yet it was rcfused. I waited on 
the mayor, who conse!'lted to discharge him on his giving sufficient security, which 
was done accordingly. 

The building of a new gaol was commenced in this town four yenrs since; it 
""as at my last visit finished, but the prisoners were not then nor arc they yet 
removed. I examined this prison; the 'design is imperfect, in a most important 
point, as the gaoler has not, from his apartments, n view of the felons court yards; 
it has but ten cells, five for each sex, these want due ventilation j the debtors 
rooms are good and sufficient; tbe interior walls of the court! appear too low j ~he 
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exterior walls, forming the terrace where the sentinels are posted, are much too 
hig~l; these should be 50 constructed as to afl.ord the sentinel an 0ppo,rtunity of 
sccmg those who may approach the walls, for the purpose of convcy lJl fl' to Or 
receiv!ng fl'oll1 th~ pris,on~rs secret co~mt1nicationsJ Or throw,i ng Ovcr I~ pes or 
other Ilnplcmcnts fol' cflectlllg escapes, mto the courts of the pnsoncrs, which is n 
very common practice. 

H e that des igns a gaol should be acquainted with the habits of prisoners and 
be prepared to meet them accord ingly. ' 

Seventy· three crown prisoners were committed here in the yenr 18] 8; of them 
24 werc convicted, one capi tall y, whose sentence was mercifully commuted to trans_ 
portation for life, by the Lord Lieutenant. 

Fifty-seven persons were in said year committed for debt; scil. 11 fOI' debts 
a~ovc 20/., 40 for debts under that Slim, two were discharged lly the Insolvent 
Act, 45 were di scharged by their pla,intilfs," four were removed uy habeas to the 
Four Court Marshalsea, and six remained in gaol, 1St January 181 9. 

( I 1.) 

A REPOrtT on lhe State of the Gaol of the County Dub/i" .t Kilm.illhan!;_ 
Reverend Mr. N Ixon, Locnl Inspector j George D unn, Gaoler. 

( 11.) 

D '"I" t INSTEAD of tile lIsual annual attes ted lleport, how far the 17 rcO'ulations have 
Uu III coun " , G 0 
~ been carried into eflect pursuant to tbe stntute 50 eo. ILL , I have only received 

tbe following summary statement, unsigned, from the Local Inspector, at too late I\. 

period to wait for a more suflkient return : 
Ie As Local Inspector of Killllainham Gaol. I beg leave to inform yo u, in 

obedience to your letter of 1St January 1819, that the following alterations and 
repairs have been made in Kilmainhalll g:wl during the JU.!:i t year : 

II The wes t wing of the prison that was des troyed by fire last year, has been 
repaired on a much improved plan, and is now converted into n working mnCJc, 
and fill ed with looms for that purpose. . 0 

,; The yard appropriated to untried fdons, and the two day-rooms opcninCl' 
therein, have been flagged with sb'ong mountain fl agging. 0 

" A day-room has been built in the yard appropriated to female felon s, suf­
ficiently large, airy and commodious, to serv l! as n working room for that class, 
and shortly the females are to be removed into it ; everyone of whom ' for some 
time back have been employed in spinning and other useful and necessary works. 

II The gaol is now arranged according to the following system of classification, 
which is such as the gaol, according to its present construction, would admit of: 

1st Class Untried felons. 
2nd n- Untried misdemeanors. 
3rd D- Government convicts. 
4th n- County Dl1blin convicts. 
5th n- Bail and confinement. 
6th D- Female fel ons. 
7th DO King's evid ence. 
8th D- Under sentence of death. 
9th D" Debtors. 

" A vast deal still remains to be done to secure ll_nd ndapt the gaol to the 
performance of tbose dulies enjoined by the 50th ofGeo. III . 

tI We are still in great wnnt of day-rooms and necessaries ill the various yRrc1~ . 
We have no place for insane prisoners or female debtors, and at present are sadly 
inconvenienced for the want of both." 

Upon the foregoing statement,! have only to remark, that ]\Ifr. Nixon's observa­
tion, scil~ H A vast deal still remains to be done to secure and ad.lpt the gaol, 
&c. &c." corroborates me in my long decided opinion, that it is impracticable in 
any county gnol, but especially in th is, to clwry MI'. Nixon's proposed arrange .. 
ments satisfactorily into effect; 11,1) easy communication pervades the entire wards of 
this prison; where that subsists, such seclusion as produces reflection and penitence 
I do not exp,cct to see obtained. Experience warrants me in asserting, tllUtcounty 
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gaols arc cotlstituti?l1ally ~mfit for the det~ntion of penitents; therefore, pcnitentialies 
and workhouses with solitary apartments for the refractory and apprm'ers should 
be perfectly distinct from the county gaols. ' 

This county is without n. bridewell. 
}'OUI' h,undred and fifty-eight ~rown prisoners were cOlnmitted here in year 1 818 ; 

169 convicted of them" 25 capitally, of Wh0111 three for mail robbery, three for 
burglary, and one for highway robbery, wcre executed. The sentences of 17 "ere 
mercifully commuted to transportation for life, and olle received a free pardon. 

One hundred and twenty-two persons were in said year committed for debt; sci!. 
62 for debts above 20/., ?O for debts under that sum, 32 were Llischarged by the 
Tllsolvent Act, 55 were chsclmrgcd by their plaintiffs, 5 wcre removcd by habeas 
to the FoUl' Court IVlarshalsea, and 30 remained in gaol, 1st January 1819. 

( 12.) 

.# I 
(H.) 

Dublin COl.lQty. 

------------

A REPORT on the State of lhe Gaols of the City of Dub/in ;-Newgale; 
Rev. P. It Gamble, Local Inspector; Mr. Frederick Bournes, Gaoler. II~.) 

THIS Prison, though certainly too small for n city so populous as DuLlin, and by Dublin city. 
its construction not adapted to have all the Regulations carried into effect, yet, by Newgate. 
the humane assiduity of the L ocal Inspector, cleanliness and good order is generally '----.-: 
produced. The Local Inspector annexes to his Report the following satisfactory 
statement: 

I I This Prison is pcrfectly clean, the cells regularly whitewashed by some of the 
prisoners, and all the beds are supplied with fresh straw when required. There is 
not in this prison, at present in use, any fetters; and I feel much satisfaction in stating, 
that I have now every thing prepared to put the females to work, such as spinning, 
knitting, &c. The femnles in N e.wgate were formerly of the worst characters, but 
now (and I rejoice to state it) they are conducting themselves in a quiet and or­
derly manner, and I can attribute such good conduct to the prospect of their being 
employed . . The construction of this prison is bad, and the difficulty of general em­
ployment not to be overcome; I will, likewise, with the assistance of the two 
chaplains (the Rev. Messrs. Gamble and Horner) establish a school for boys." 

One thousand· eight hundred and fifty-six crown prisoners were committed here 
in year 1818 ; 1,000 convicted of them, 19 capitally, of whom, one for murder, 
one for assault with intent to murder, two for burglary, one for forgery, and one for 
house robbery and suspicion of murder, were execu ted j the sentences oftwelve were 
mercifully commuted to transportation for life by order of the Lord Lieutenant, and 
one received n free pardon. 

Eighteen persons were in said year committed for debt; sci{. 14 for debts above 
'Jot., four for debts under that sum, two were discharged by the insolvent Act, ten 
were discharged by tceir plaintiffs, two were removed by habeas to the Four Court 
~.'Iarshalsea, and fOllr remained in gaol, 1st January 1819. 

A REPORT on the State of the New City Bridewell, Sonth Circular Road ;­
Rev. P. R. Gamble, Local Inspector; Mr, Lawrence Tighe, Keeper. 

II THE prisoners have been removed to this Prison only a very few days, and steps BriJcweU. 
are now takina to place them at work; and I have laid before the magistrates a pro- ""'-----....~ _ _ 
posed dietary~ which, if adopted, will be of service. This prison is large, roomy, sod 
possesses for females every necessary and comfort.<,'\blc accommodation; and, if com .. 
menced on a system possessing regl1larity and proper discipline, it will be of infinite 
service to the City of Dublin, and relieve the crowded gaol of N ewgate from a great 
number of juvenile offenders of both sexes." 

A REPORT on the State of the City Marshalsea ;-Rev. P . R. Gamble, 
Local Inspector; John Smyth, Keeper. 

H THIS is, without doubt, the worst constructed Prison in this city, and the rc- Manhalsen. 
sponsibility attached to me as Inspector of City Prisons, with respect to this Mar- '---J'~-­
shalsen, is really unpleasant., as 1 only possess the name, without tbe power to 
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alleviate the distress of lire pllisoners. I. had about a year ago the power of 
providing straw and coals for the common hall, but as the grm.ld jury could not 
legally present any sum to covel' such expense (~hough not ~xceedltlg ?O l. annually) 
I thouoht it advisaule to apply to the corporation of the city i but III the I)('esent 
detaJ''1'g~d state of their finances (thO~lg~l thc ord ?1' passed) yet the .means arc not 
forthcoming. Thus) on the subscnptlon of prisoners (some con(mcd for sums 
und61' 1 0.1'.5 and on casual charity, are the unfortunate illlll<ltes of the City Mal'­
shalsea depending; and I can truly assert, that I look UpO~l the ~illlC!J when I have 
to visit th is prison as the most uncomfoltable hours of my life, belllg obliged to visit 
such RrlllSylull1 of misery, without the power of ordering the windows to be glazed, 01' 

any other little a.ccoll1modation to ~~ given to the ~risonel's, WilD stal~d much in need 
of assistance"; Without doubt, the CItizens of Dublm are most chantable, and this 
prison has partaken of the effects of their benevolence .. But I most respectfully 
submit, tltat our fellow creatures, wllo arc prevented seckl11g the menns of exis tence 
abroad, aught not to be depending all the voluntary contributions of othel's. who

l 

however willing, Illay not possess the means to assist. 
II The hatch of this prison has been repaired within the IllSt year, but every other 

part of it is falling fast into decay." 

.Eight hundred and seventy persons werc in said year committe? fol' deb t ; 
Bell. 59 for debts above 20 t., 8 11 for debts under that sum, 77 were discharged by 
the Insolvent Act, 729 were discharged by thei r plaintiHs, and by remaining the 
adjudged time, Ilone were removed by habeas to the 1;'our Court Marshalsea, and 64 
rctnnined in gaol, 1St January 1819, 

A REPORT on the State of the Sherifis Prison :-Rev. P. R. Gamble, Local 
Ins'pector j :MI·. Patrick Dunne, Keeper. 

" THIS Pt'isoll is improperly, und, indeed, illegally constructed, having several 
apartments literally under ground. l\rfuch disorder frequently prevails in this 
prisoo from the smuggling in of spirits, which can only be prevented by removing 
the persons infringing the regulations j but the difliculty of removal is considerable, 
although this prison wus not origina lly intended to detain prisoners longer than the 
ratun)s of their respective writs. There hus been n person appointed in the Sherifis 
Prison, whose duty it is to clean the prison every morning, and whitewash it when 
wantihg. 

II There is in this pris,on, as in all others, an hospital, properly attended. and the 
,he-tiff! of the City pay every atten tion in their power to this, as well as to all the 
oiktr prisMs ifi the city of DUblin." 

Seven hundred and forty-four persolls were, in said year, committed for debt; 
scil. 468 for debts above 20t' j 276 for debts under that sum, 135 wore discharged 
by the Insolvent Act, 439 were di~charged by their plaintifts, 52 were removed by 
habeas to the Four Court ~1nl'shalri!ea, anti 118 remained in gaol, .. at January 1819. 

A REPORT on the State of the Four COllrt Marshalsen :-Will iam Logan, Esq. 
J .... ocai Inspector j William Ormsby, Esq. Marshal. 

SINCE the erection of the diflerent buildings made to this Prison a few years 
ago, order and regularity have been annually increasing. 

The complaints. made to the Court of King's Bench have been considerably 
diminished; a steady adherence to rule is moderately but fairly enforced, while the 
prisOIlers complaints are received and decided with the most patient attention 
and cotnpassionate tenderness of the Lord Chief Justice and the other honourable 
J usticcs of His Majesty's Court of iCing's Bench. 

The area of the present !\oJ arshalsca is incapable of enlargement. The same 
observation applies to the Sherifts Prison, C ity Mal'shalsea, and Newgate. 

This Prison, though built 011 an elevated and healthy situation, yet its natural 
advantages are deteriorated by the number of breweries, distilleries and foundries 
which stand thick in its neighbourhood. The small and deep areas are often filled 
with noxious vapours, and the prisoners apartments darkened and smothered with 
smoke from them, 

This being a national prison used for the debtors of all Ireland, who are removed 
from every county, the l\IIarsbal is obH~ed to receive them into the court-yard in any 
numbers, though the prison be ever so madequate to accommodate them. 

A new 
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A new pr~son of, sufficie~t extent to receive every description of persons confined 
in the Sheri ffs Prison, City Marshalsen, N ewgatc, and those belOlwinO' to the 
Manor Courts, should be erected on an extensive site, as near to the Co~rts°of Law 
as could be casily obtained. 

An extraordinary incident occurred. which it is just to relate. A prisoner, confined 
lor some years, whose ~Iebts amounted to, 6,000 I . sterling, contrived to perpetrate 
an escape, by pe.rforatlllg the wall of hiS apartment (no difficult ma.tter), which 
adjoined the pubhc street or, passage outward; he got clear off, and has not been 
retaken. The sevenl ~ creditors ~ ~ ed the Marshal, w~o, it was adjudged by the 
court, becam~ respons l bl~.; unavruling. rewards were offered by him, and an indefa­
tigable pursuIt of the fugitive ~vas continued for several months, till it was discovered 
tbe man had reacbed the contlllent. 

The :Marsbal offered to give up all that he possessed to the creditors, wbicb. as is 
usual, some agreed to take, but more refused; at length, being arrested, he was advised 
to remain, and to avail himself of the Insolvent Act, which be obtained, having sur. 
rendered 1,2 00 I. his entire property, which they were compelled by the court to 
accept, and he was liberated accordingly. He had expended in the pursuit nnd for 
in telligence 200/. more, and received the commiseration of the judges and the 
public deservedly, as be is a very honest, honourable, and humane man. 

Three hundred and eighty-six persons were, in year 1818, committed for debt j 
scit. 319 for debts above 20 t., 67 for debts under that sum, 229 were discharged 
by the Insolvent Act, 55 were discharged by their plaintiffs, and 10:2 remained in 
gaol, 1 st J nnuary 1819. 

(13.) 

A REPORT on the State 01 the Gaol 01 the County Fermanagh, at Enniskillen :­
Rev. MI'. Johnston, Local Inspector ;-John Gallogly, G.oler. 

THIS is a Dew Prison. At my last visit to it, it was not entirely finished, though 
occupied; nor was it fumisbed with bedsteads; but I have been recently informed 
by the diligent Local Inspector, that it is now finished, and in all respects made 
clean and commodious, and that sufficient bedding has been obtained. The princi­
pal articles of provisions suppl ied to this gaol afe oatmeal, potntoes and milk, 
which nrc duly distributed as the 5th regulation directs. Commutation of the 
allowance is not permitted : the quantity to each prisoner has been cOllSiderably 
augmented since my last year's report. 

The Local Inspector reports as follows :-" You have herewith the Medical 
Report for last year, by which you will perceive that the mortality has QeeD little 
indeed, when nil circumstances are considered, two only having died, both of whom 
came into the aaol sick ; but the distinctness of the infirmary from the main body 
of the prison, °and the prison itself being Il new building, togethe~' with the Ii~e­
washing and fum igalions that have been practised, added to the s.k lll and attentIon 
of the medical attendants, all have tended to preserve the gaolm a very healthy 
state ... 

Two hundred and ninety-three crown prisoners were committed hel'e in year 
1818 j 171 convicled, of them six capitally, of w~om fi ve for burglnry and robb~ry 
were executed, and the sentence of olle wo.s merCIfully commuted to transportation 
lor life, by order 01 tbe Lord Lieutenant. 

One hundred and twcllty.two persons were, in said year, committed fOf debt; 
seit. 26 for debts above 20/., 96 for debts und~r that sum, 13 were discharged by 
the Insolvent Act, j1 were discharged by their plaintiffs, one was removed by 
habe8.! to the Four Court Marshnl.sea, and 37 remaioed in gaol, 1St January 1819 . 
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( 14·) 

A REPORT on the State of the Gaol of the County Galtvay, at Galway :_ 
Rev. Mr. James Daly, Local Inspector ; John Fitzsimm:ons, Gaoler. 

I VISITED this Prison las t June; it then contnineu 19 cOllvicts, whose 
depal'tul'e fol' Cork being ordel'ed, I accelerated, the gnol heing crowded, and ns 
it was undergoing an alteration, by converting the large ha ll s (at length discovered 
to be useless) into cel ls. The plan of this gaol, though somewhat similar to that 
of Ennis, is not so good, this having a double row of cells in one corridorc, a di s­
position not favourable to pure ventilatioll, nor always to safe keeping. Several 
years aO'o I suggested a plan for enlarging the guard-house, a necessary measure, 
but not ~ttended to j the sewers of this gaol being ill constructed, are often offensive j 

there is no detached hospital to the prison, one of the debtor's wards is generally 
substituted, 

1'h'e prisoners made no complaint of any oOicer, except of the med ical attendant, 
which, upon inquiry, appeared to be not well founded, 

The humane Local Inspector has made the following Report : (( In the course of 
the year 1 8 1 8, 12 new cells have been constructed in the lower corridores of this 
prison, for the reception of prisoners (four in ward N- 1, alld the ~ame in N° 2 & 3. 
and 12 morc may be easily added at any time they are required). at present it is 
in every respect adapted to the performan ce of the duties enjoined by the 50th of 
the King j the eight wards of which it consists are capable of effecting a complete 
separation between the healthy and the sick, the tried and the untried debtors and 
criminals, felons, and minor oflcnders, males and females; as a place of confmement 
it is perfec tly secure and commodious j the governor is a humane and intelligent 
officer, and the prisoners generally orderly and healthy, It has, however, two great 
wants, education and labour. Of the criminals committed, there nre upwards of 
three-fourths to whom the alphabet is a total stranger, as a great number are 
unacquainted with the English language, and they are all ex tremely anxious to 
learn, but little 01' no attempt has hi therto been made to instruct them, and they 
appeal' to me to depart from the prison as ignorant and as idle as they came into 
it; if these two were properly supplied the county ~aol of Galway would, as to 
every th ing of importance, be a blameless and beneficial public institution," 

I also visited the bridewells of GOIt and Loughren j the latter was kept parti­
cularly clean and regular; the prisoners spoke gratefully of the humanity with 
which they were treated by the keeper and his wife, who frequently fed them at 
their own cost, as there is no allowance given by the county for the prisoners 
subsistence, 

Four hundred and twelve crown prisoners were committed here in year 181 8; 
191 convicted of them, none capitally. 

Seventy-eight persons were in said year committed for debt; sci!. 4 2 fol' debts 
above 20 /" .36 for deuts under that SUto, 25 were discharged by the Insolvent Act, 
24 were discharged by thei l' plainti fis, two were removed by habeas to the Four 
Court Mnrshalsea, and 27 remained in gaol. 1st January 1819. 

( 15·) 

A REPORT on the State of the Gaol of the town of Ga/way :- Rev. Mr. James 
Daly, Local Inspector j Gaoler. 

, A~ escape of six priso~ers having recently occurred, the gaoler was, as I h~~rd, 
(ilsmlssed ; the name of Ins successor has not been communicated to me, I VISited 
this gaol at the same time as that of the county; I found it as clean and regular 
as its limi ted state would admit; the prisoners even then, in the summer mouth!, 
complained of the want of fuel ; I had their rations angmented by an additional 
box; the gaol being built with limestone, and the cement with which it was 
plastered composed of .sea-sand. the walls are continually wet, eve n in the dryest 
months. 

1\11 imprisoned debtor has lately written to me, thus :- " When you visited us last 
summer, you were pleased to direct a double allowance of turf, they gave it, for 

• fOl'tmght 



OF nm PRISONS IN IRELi\ND: 18, 8. 13 

a fortnight, and then SI OppC~; n~~d e\'c? now, though the winter quarte]' is set in, (I ~"'" 
there is no more allowunce 0 1' turf than III the summer quarter' YO ll will be pleased Gal 

I t· II ' way lown. 
to recollect the Lac state 0 the wa s when you were here, but at present you ~ 
cOllld scra pe the water olT them." 

The military guoI'd being inconveniently placed, I doubt not was the cause of 
the escnpe above alluded to. T o remedy this important deficiency, I recommended 
tha t the guard-house of the county gaol, which is but ten fee t square, should be 
enlarged, so ns to con,taill a SUHiC!Cllt number for the relief of bOlh gaols which arc 
adjunct; and ?y pl uc lll~ the scntmeis externally around, would render it perfectly 
scell r!', )f thiS suggestion may be adopted, the expense would be defrayed by the 
county at Inrge, and not by the town, whose fu nds are vcry limi ted. 

The I nspec tor wri tes as follow s :- " No al teration has been made in the tOWIi 
gaol during t,he year 1 ~ I S, ~houg1J there are (I belie,vc) fel\' n,el\' gaols in which it 
is more wnntmg ; there IS no Illfirm ary, no pl ace of sohtnry coniHiemcnt, no separato 
room for the performance of divine service, ilnd no possibility of scpnrutitl l"l' crimiIHd :s 

. ft. I .. 0 from nllnor 0 em C1'5, 

I \·isitcd an old ruinous house callcu a bridewell, which had 110 t any appcaruncc 
or being a prison till it was entered, when the clanking of fellers, worn by lell 
wretched \\'omen, manirested its purpose ; of these onc had oecn confincd tn,'eh c 
months, another eight, fmd thc remainder severnl weeks i b~i llrr desirous of SQCill rl. 

"",hat offences they might have commilted , I requi red the ga~ler to produce tlJ~ 
commiunls unuer which he deta inerl them ; he answcreu, hc detained them oy the 
verbal orders of a 10WII magistrate, witholi t written comm ittals, such nercr having 
been given to him; I caused the prisoners to be discharged, and reported iUI· 

mediately to Guvernment the irregular and oppressive practices that had beell here 
counnitted. This receptacle of cruel coercion has been shut lip ; und as the pcrpc· 
tl'ators of these tyrannical ncts arc undergoing legal investigation, I conceive it 
inexped ient to enter further into the suuject at present. 

One hundred und ninety cro\\'n prisoners 'H' I'C committed here in year 1811;; 
4i cOllvicted, of thom none capitally. 

01'10 hundred ami cleven wel'o in said year committed for debt ; scit. 29 for deLts 
above '2ot. , 8:1 fo r debts uncleI' that sum, 24 wcre discharged by the Insolvent Act, 
.19 were discllll]"lTccl by their pl aintiffs, 10 \" ere removed by habeas to the Four 
Court l\1larsIHds~a, and 1 8 remained in gaol, 1st Jummry 18 1!). 

( lG.) 

A RE P 0 R T on the State of the GRol of the County of Kerry at Tralee :-
R ev. Mr. H urley, LocolIn, pector; James M'Gillicuddy, Gaoler. (16.) 

I VIS ITED this Gnol severn I times in the month of last Jtliy, it was then Kerry. 
extremely crowded, and I fou nd that a fever had uroke out among the convicts, ·~-~v~-~ 
~\' hich was by the physician attributed to the excessive heat of the weather; f 
ll l1merl iately uppEed to Government to hayc them removed to Cork, os I under-
stood a sh i,p \\' 35 shortly eXJ)ected to take them oft: which bein[.!; speedily oniered, 
<til were safely removed, and arrived in good condition to the depot at Cork. T his 
measure, and the liberntion of seven persons committed for very trivial offences~ 
caused a diminution of ,the areat numuers that had fill ed it. The gaol consists or 
live COlllmon huils, 77 cells~o and other apartments, inclilding the gaoler's; it had 
1 i4 prisoners, ninona whom sickness made its appearance, but hy the close attell-
tion of the physicinl~ and ,apothecary, and the unremitting assiduity of the local 
I nspector to cleanliness and lime-washing, it after u short time disappeared. Of 
the prisoners confined, 64 were debtors, of whom eight hud remained from one to 
bve years, vollintarily choosing to remain, encournged by indiscriminate distribution 
of pro~isions ; 1 directed the Local Inspector not to give the county allowance. to 
any debtor -who would neither avftrl bimself of the Insolvent Act, nor settle With 
11is creditors whell he may, who preferred indulging in torpid sloth to any useful 
exertions for himself or his family. This measure has been adopted, and attended 
with Success . 
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( 1(;.) I gave the build er employed to build the sewers of the prison, a plan which h(' 
Keny. Illucb approved ot: jD ~' their better COllstl'uction and ITlO!'e nlpi~1 discllilrge, The 

'-----....----- gaol is nt so great (l. distance frol11 the court ·hollse) ns Will reqt1!t'e u cart for their 
safe and regular conduct. . 

( '7 ) 
Ktl dare. 
~ 

About tlii s lime I vis ited the Dric1ewcll of JjstowclJ it had then no prisoner; the 
man complained of the slluli lless of his s~lary, ueing but fifty shillings at each 
assizes, to outain which he llltlst travel :3 0 11)11e5, pay 28. 4d. for a receipt, subsht 
himself at the COllnty tOWIl, sol ici ting the grtllld jury to pass his presen tment, and 
pay one shill ing in the pound for baving th is pittullce advanced to him. This is f'. 

real statelnent that requires animad version, 
Folll' hunclred and sixty-three crowli pr isoners were committed here in year 181 S . 

84 convicted, of whom nine capita lly, four of whom bad their sentellces mercifull): 
commuted to transportat ion for life, unci five received a free pan.ton, by order of the 
Lord Lieutenant. 

Oi1e hundred and forty-nine persons were in said year committed for debt ~ 
scil. 30 for debts ahove '].ol., 119 for deLts under that sum, 34 were discba\'O'ed' 
by the Insolvent Ac t, 62 were di scharged by their pla intifis, 10 were removedbby 
habeas to the Four Court Marshabetl, alld 43 rcmained in gaol, 1st Jalluary 1819. . 

A REPORT all the Stute -of the Gaols of the County Kildare, at Nuus 
and Athy :- l1ev. ~1r. Harri soll, Local Inspector at N Hns j .Joh n .Moorhead, 
Gaoler j Rober t J ohnstoLl, Esq. Local 111!;pcclor at Athy; \ViliiallJ Drill, 
Gaoler. 

I V I SITED the Gaol of }'o,hlilS last IHay, th e Inspector was aIJsent attclld ing. 
his wife in nn iUnf-'ss of which she died 50011 afterwa rds ; I found tho gaol c1can, 
examincd the state of tho convicts, who were shortly ufterwurds sent to Cork, 
ord ered them to ue cleansed and their hni?' clip!, (IS directed by the Right lionollmbic 
lifr, P eet ; inquiring why it had not been done sooner, wns answered. that so many 
of those persons ueing noted gao!,ureakcrs, he feared to give them an early 
·in timation before the orde r of their removal came, 

_ I have always had reason to complain of the state of the hospi tal 0 1' rooms set 
.apart for the sick; it hus neither suitable bedsteads nor sullicicnt bedd ing, not even 
·ticken to enclose the straw \vhich lies be aped on the floor; of this I repeatedly 
.compll1ined without efrect, but the grand juries could not be moved to pre­
sent money fo r those . necessaries, as the medical attendant and thc gaoler 
illformed me. 

The guard ·room for the sentinels is shamefully out of repair, the roof of it 
stripped, tbe rain alld snow descend even on the ·guflrd·bed ; the accommodation of 
the military, wi thout whose [l Ssislance the prisoners here could not be kept one, 

.hollr, deserves marc attention from the sheriff than is givcn, 
I visited the Gaol of Atby in January I t::1S, it was clean and regular, except 

the debtOl"s kitchen. This is a small priso ll without cour t )iard or airing ground, 
·is used as a secondary gnol during the Assizes, wh ich are al ternately held here and 
.at Naas.: it had nine debto rs when I visited it, who uss tlred me of the aooel treat-
ment they received frol11 the I nspector and Gaoler. 0 

O~lC hundred and c ighty~ ~l1e persons were committed in year 1818; 86 wer,e 
'convlcted, of whom 11 capitally j three of Lhem were executed, two for mall 
.robber), . and one [01' ca ttle stealing .; and the sehtences of eigh t were mercifu lly : 
comrn u.ted to transportation for li fe, by order of the Lord L ieutenant. 

,Thirty- three persons -wcrc in .said year committed to botb these gaols for debt; 
sell. 17 for debts above '2o l., 16 for deb ts under tha t sum, fi ve were discharged 
by the I nsolvent Act, 11 were discharged by their plaintiffs, six were removed by . 
habeas to the Four Court Marsbaisea, and ) 1 remained in gaol, 1 st J anuary 1819. . , 

.. 
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( 18.) 

ARE P 0 It T all tile State of tile G aol of tile Counly of J(ilk' ""!}:-
Hev. Mr. P hilips, Local Inspector; Samuel Leigh, Gaoler. ( JB.) 

SI N CE my forlll er 1lcport on the stntc of this Prison, there has been no altern. Kilkenny COUll t:;:. 
tion in it, as the I nspcctor informs me, at \\'h ich I alli not a little surprised, ns an . ", , 
escape of three no torious offend ers, shortly before I visited the prison, had rendered 
it necessary to impruve the position of the sentinels, to prevent similar attempts in 
future. The manner in which this escape was perpetrated, in the middle of the 
day, dcser\'e~ to ue rcc;.itcd, as it demonstrates clearly, that the best mode of rruard. 
jug the gaol is by plnci'1g the sentinels upon the outside, and not internally. 0 

The persons who escaped passed through the privy, and by undennininrr the wall 
entered the gaoler's garden, ancl easily absconded in mid-dny; a sentinel, Opostcd in 
view of the COlll't, had his attention diverted by a sham light amO\1 rr other pri ­
soners. H ad a Imv insulating ",ull been built, within which the sentinels should be 
stationed~ as I have often recommended in vain, the escape could not have been 
accomplished. As this Ims been long considered the best prison "in Ireland, and 
proposed as a model to other counties, tb is appendage should be added to it wi thout 
delay. 

Two hundred and ninety-th ree crown prisoners wcre committcd in year 181 0, 
103 were convicted, of who lll 10 capitally ; of these, three for burglary and robbery, 
two for hOl1 se robbe ry, and one for arson, were execu ted pursuant to sentence j the 
sentences of four were mercifully commuted to transportation for life, by order of 
the Lord Lieutenant. 

One hundred and six persons were in said year committed for debt; scil. '15 for 
debts above 201., 81 for debts under that sum, 43 were discharged by the I nsolvenL 
Act, thirty were d ischarged uy .thei r plaint,ills, four WCJ'C rellloved by habeus to 
tbe Four Court M al'sha \:;eu, ancl29 rsmaincd in gao l, 1St J anuary 18 19, 

(19·) 
A REPORT 011 the State of lhe Gaol of lhe Ci ty of KilkclIlI!} :-Thomos 

Hutchinson, Esq. Local Inspector; Thomas Tallan t, Gaoler. (19,) 

I VISITED this Gaol in J l\llUO.ry 18 18 , it had 11 di sorderly appearance, occo.· Kilkenny city. 
sioned by th e court-yards being left ill an unfinished state j the debtors arc obligcd------"""'--
for air and exercise to use the female court, which often occasions improper COn ver- I 

sation to pass between th p. sexes ; ;n the female court a wall is absolutely necessary 
to mask the adjoining brewery: until that is built the gaol cannot be cOllsidered 
secure. T he cells and rooms of the prison were clean, and the gaol very healthy, 
but the halls were certainly dirty, by reason of the court-yards not being fl~ged or 
gravelled, PriS"onel's charged with capital offences are necessarily trans l~l tted to 
the county gaol for secli ri ty, and detained until their des tination is fulfilled . 

N inety-one crown prisoners were committed in year 1818 j 44 were convicted, 
one capitally, whose gentence was mel'oiful1y commuted to transportation for life, 
hy order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Seventy persons were in said year committed [01' <.l ebt j scil. 14 for debts 
.above 20/., 56 for debts uncleI' that sum, two were discharged by tbe Insolvent 
Act, 45 were discharged by their plaintiffs, six were removed by habeas to the 
Four Court ~1arshalsea, and 17 remained in gaol, 1st January 1819. 

(20.) 

A REPO RT 'on tbe State of lhe G aol of the Kil/g·. COlml!}, at Philipsto"n:­
Rev. Mr. Hamilton, Loca:l Inspector; Thomas Simpson, Gaoler. 

I VISITED this Gaol ill the month of last Il'lay; as several attempts are 
.perpetua~y mak,ing to escape fro~ it, I showed a plan ~or ins,ulnting the en tire, 
wherehy It would be , endered qUIte $ecure; the gaol 11"115 111 deSIgned, and tho nQIY 
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~uildinl'Ts carrying on arc equally so. At my visit it contained 24 convicts under 
rule oltransportntion, WhOll1 I severa lly cxumincd ; nil testified gratefully the Loca! 
Inspector's attention, and the Gaoler's humanity; no person was ill but one wi th a 
chronic rheumatism . The pump was lllueil out of repair, fl S it generally is) uecause 
the pri.'3011 has but one, wbich is in pcrpetun\ usc. 

The Local Inspector makes the foll owing addition to his gencml Report :_u The 
(faol blls bcell in general "ery full during; the lust year, but particularly su at pre­
~cnt, there being 74 prisoners in it, 43 of whom fire committed for capital ofi'cncc'i , 
find arc confillp.d, dLlring the grefltcst part of the day, in the only ward allotted for 
offenders of that description, which is n room about 17 feet by 15. T he buildill" 
which 1 mentioned in I'lly last Itcpor t, congisting of an hospita l, approver's roolll ';~ 
and solitary cells, is not yet finished j there is also at present un addi tion building to 
the cri minul part of the ~aol, c?n~isting. of 17 cclh;, and their common halls. The 
Marshalsea IS vcry 'small, conslstmg at lll1t two rooms, so that female debtors 
are sometimes cOllfil':cd with female criminals. Then.' is no lHl.th or chapel ill the 

I " gno. 

Last I\fay I visited the Brid ewell of Birr, or Parsonstown, it hus eight large cell :; 
and t\\'o commOll halls. At this visit 1 found the gaol very clean and regular. It 
would be n vcry convenient halting place for convicts, if urough t hy land from lhe 
north -western gaols of Ireland, on their way for embarkation at Cork. 

One hundred nnd ninety-two crown prisoners were committed in year l SI S j 
67 were convicted, eight capitally; of whom, one for murder, one fu r burglary, 
and one for bi ~h \\,:ly robbery, were executed i the selltcLU';CS of tIL e rCUlu.iLLiLl,~ 
five were merci lully commuted to transportation for life, uy order uf the Lord 
J,.ieuteoant. 

Twenty-six persons were ill said year comm itted for deht ; ,/icit. J '.! fur cl clHS. 
above :10 t., 14 for debts under til at sum, four were discharged hy 1I 1C I W;{Jlvc tlt Act, 
nine were discharged uy their pi<linliffs, eight \rere removed by Illlbcas to the Four 
Court iVlarshalsea, and five remained in gaol, 1 st .1 anuary 181g. ' 

(2 \') 

A REPORT on the State of the Gaol of County Lei/rim, aL Carrick-oLl-Shannon;­
Richard Urady, Esq. Local Inspector; .Tohu lrwine, Gaoler. ..... , 

I ENTERED this county July lll::;t. rrom Doyle, wi th nn intention of proccN\ing to 
Carrick, to inspect the gaol j uut the great confusion which prevailed in the town, 
by ren son of the contested e\cction, prevented me j the numbers who fill ed it pre­
cluded :111 accommodation, except for the electors, who were ill n state of great 
turoukncc und hostility to each other; but having visited it 0. few montils uefore, 
and not expecting flny attention to be paid; I proceeded to Hoscorn~no n. 

The Locul Inspector, a "cry intelligent gentleman, 'has subjoined to Ilis annual 
Report the following ::;talement :- " ])uring the preceding yenr consiuerable incoll ­
venience and suHcring has ueen experienced li'om the increased nutl1uer of prisoners, 
and limited accommodation the gaol call nflurd . In your inspections here yo u have 
seen and lamented its c9nfined extr.m; you are aware that from its nature, it is 
jmpossible to corry classification of the prisoners ueyond the three divisions, namely, 
j'st, mole felons, 2e1 1y, mille debtors, and 3dly, feUlale prisoners of e\'ery rlenominalion. 
The 'Prison is not calculated to cpnlain more than betweel'l .3o und 40 prisoners, 
and yet hus never been occupied during the whole of Jast yeoI' by n smaller nUlllber 
~h~n jO or 80; it repeatedly hus bad between one and t\I O hundred persotls confined 
ill I t. 

" III this crowded state we have hnd the typhus fever prevalent for several 
mont.lls past j to its malignancy one prisooer fell a victim j and it is only surprising 
that Its ravages were not more extended, and that so few suffered from its inHuence. 
Since your inspectiotl no al terations or repairs (except the .sinking of n pump in .one 
o~ the yards,. ~ot yet perfected,) h~ve ueen mad e : you arc therefore fully acquai~t~d 
wLtl~ ~he adciltlOlls wanted, though It wOllld be dlfHcult to advise how the reqUlSJte 
additions could be made to the gllol ill its present construction; ' I have only to add 
t~1at a 'small detaclJeu building for nn infirmary is one which (particularly under the 
(!Ircumstances sta ted) is most essentillily neees:;ary.". ' 

This 
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This ' gaol i ~ ~il1gularli circumstanced, as being the only prison in Ireland unpro- (u .) 

tccted by a 1111htary guard, a strong pr?of of the gaoler's vi~ilanceJ particularly as , Lcitrim. 
escapes have not been effected for some time past; he is also ul1lversally acknowledged "-----.....,.. 
to be a man of strict morality and active oenevolence. 

Three hundred and forty-six crown prisoners \Vere committed in year 18 18' 186 
were convicted, si~ capitally, of whom one for murder was executed ; the sen~ence 
of one was merCifully commuted to transportation for life, the sentences of the 
remaining four were changed to one year's imprisonment. 

One hundred and two persons were in said year committed for debt; scil. 21 for 
debts above 20 ~., 81 for debts ~nder ~b~t sum, 16 were discharged by tbe Insolvent 
Act, 64 were discharged by thClr plall1tllrs, three were removed by habeas to the 
Four Court Marshalsea, and 19 remained in gaol, 1St January 1819. 

(22 & 23 .) 

A REPO RT on the State of the Gaols of the ' County and City of 
Limerick :-Rev. Mr. Gubbins, Local Inspector of both; James BlncklVcll, 
Gaoler of both. 

BOTH these Prisons arc under the same superintendent and keeper, and join 
each other. The county gaol has been found inadequate to the numbers usually 
committed, and has been considered totally misconstructed. Though not very long 
built, it has been condemned as insuflicient ; a new prison has been commenced about 
two years, and is in a s tate of great forwardness, the plan of which is in most respects 
unexceptionable, being from a design of that eminent architect IHr. Payne. 
I visited these several prisons ' in last June; the fever had appeared in the gaol; but 
by sending off the convicts to Cork, having many persons who were committed for 
slight offences admitted to bail, the numbers being thus reduced, and the hospital 
purified, lime·washed and ventilated, the numbers of sick were decreased to one 
befol'e I left the Town. The very diligent Local Inspector, who is indefatigable in his 
attention to the prisoners and the gaol, has written as follows :-" I beg leave to 
state for your information, that I have inrreased the allowance of the prisoners for 
the county gaol, (in consequence of your thinkin~ it too small,) from 3d. worth of 
bread to .5 d., continuing likewise the quart of Il1llk; and beggin~ to know whether 
you considered me safe in doing so, as from what I mentioned at the conduct of the 
last Grand Jury as to the convicts clothes, I should be very sorry to put myself in 
their power, as I am certain you would not wish to have me invohed by it, (for the in· 
crease will amount to near 300 t.) I beg it as a particular favour that you wil l give me 
your opinion by return of post, and if you think me warranted and borne out by the 
Act of Parliament in doing so, to give me directions to that effect, in order tbat if 
I am questioned about it I may have your letter to produce, otherwise I must reduce 
it again to the old aUO\\o·ance." 

The city gaol is nolV better adapted to its purpose thall the county, having had 
several additions and improvements made to it, long after the entire was given up to 
tbe sheriff as perfect by its very unskilful architect. When tbe new county gaol 
is occupied J a portion of the present migh~ be advantageously, and at little expense, 
added to this, which would render the accommodation, especially to the debtors, more 
complete. The gaols are reported to be in a very healthy state; Dr. O'Caliaghan 
is most assiduous in his attention to the sick, and enforcing cleanliness, order and 
system in the imperfect hospital under his control, as are all the medical gentlemen 
of their respective gaols. 

Four hundred and seventy four crown prisoners were committed to the county 
gaol in year 1818; 55 were convicted, 12 capitally; of these, one for murder, and 
one for burglary, were executed; the sentences of the remaining 10 were mercifully 
commuted to transportation for life, by order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

One hundred and eleven persons were in said year committed for debt to the 
c9unty gaol; scil. 2tl for debts above 20 t" 8~ for debts . unde~ tha~ s~m, 31 were 
dlscharoed hv the Insolvent Act 27 were discharged by their plamtlffs, one "as 
removed by"habeas to the Fou; Court Marshalseo, and 52 remained in gaol, 
1st January 1819. 

Four hundred and thirty.seven crown prisoners werc committed to th~ city gaol 
in said year; , 84 were convicted, 2 capitally, whose sentences were merCifully com· 
muted to transportation for life, by'order of the Lord Lieutenant. 
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Two ~undred and seven persons were in said year committed for deb.t to the city 
gaol; scd. 37 for debts above 20 t., 170 for debts under that sum, 41 dIscharged by 
the Insolvent Act, 118 were discharged by their plaintiffs, seven were removed by 
habeas to the Four Court Marshalsea, and 41 remained in gnol, 1St January 1819. 

(24.) 

'A REPORT on the State of the Gaol of the County and City of LOlldouderr!!:_ 
( ~4.) Rev. Mr. Corry, Local Inspector; John 'Vaugh, Gaoler. 

LOlldonderry. AT my I,ast visit to this Prison I found, it ~e l~ernlly c1,enn, bUL the privies in the 
~-_~_---' yard were HI a very filthy state: much of tl115 Irreguhtrlty was caused by the mis­

construction of the sewers. A short tilllo before my visit many prisoners had been 
sick, hut were then convalesccnt. This gaol has no hospital, which was cunsidered 
by the attendant physjcian as an intolerable grievance to him ami his ass istants, as 
well as to the sufrering patients themselves. I drew a sketch of nn hospital that 
should be built between the debtors and felons courts, with il room for baths, and 
8. drug room. This design was fully approved by Dr. M-ngennis, and an architect 
whom he directed to form an estimate for it, and also for an insulating wall to Sur­
round the whole, without which the prison cannot be considered safe 01' tenable. 
The expense of thcse build ings was calculated at about :.1,000 I. I learned after­
wards that the plan and proposal was subnlitted to the court at the ensuing assizes, 
approved and strongly recommended to the Grand Jury for adoption. 

( '5·) 

Longford. 

The Local Inspector has omitted to state whether these necessary works have 
been yet commenced; he observes, that in ·consequence of my suggestions, matters 
have been in n fair course for carrying them into effect, and that he had increased 
the allowance of provisions, which now is 1 lb. of oatmeal, 3 lb. of potatoes, and 
one quart of butter-milk to each per day, a ratio with which they appeared 
perfcctly contented. 

Three hundred and eight crown prisoners wer~ cOllllllitted ill year 1818; 166 
were cOllv icted, one capitnlly, whose sentence was mercifully commuted to trans­
portation for life, by order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Two hundred and fifty-tlVo persons were in said year committed for debt; sci!. 
64 for debts above 20 I., 188 for debts under that Slim, 82 were discharged by the 
Insolvent Act, 127 were discharged by their plaintifls, two were removed by 
habeas to the Four Court Marshalsea, and 41 remained in gaol , 1st January 1819. 

(25.) 

A REPORT on the State of the Gaol of the COUllty of Longford:­
Rev. Mr. Minchin, Local Inspector; William Ridge, Gaoler. 

LAST July I inspected this Gaol, which was in a more clean and regular state 
than I had before found it. The Commissioners for altering and improving 
the ~nol being then in town, I waited upon them j they had assembled with their 
al'clutect for the purpose of carrying into efl~ct n plan foJ' enlarging the present 
p'ual ; I endeavoUl'ed to convince the gentlemen that, if all the money in the County 
l'J'easliry was expended on the present gaol, it would not make that a sufficient or 
healthful prison: that its site was very injudicious, and tiJu.t it would be found marc 
economical in the end, and far morc advantageous to the county, to build a new 
prison in a. better situation. The honourable Lord Forbes and the other Com­
missioners accompanied me to the prison j I showed them some irreparable defects 
in the present gaol, and I caused the wat~r from the pumps to be produced to 
them. 'When his Lordship saw and tasted it, he declared that it was not fit for even 
cattle to drink, much less human creatl1res that could get no othel', and gave his 
decided opinion that a new gaol ought to be erected . !-Jis Lordship had the 
p:oodness to examine several . pieces of ground; one in particl1lar adjoining. to 
Dr. Dllbourdieu's garden appeared most el igible for the pm'potie; and I parted With 
the Commissioners in full bopes that a new gaol will be unanimollsly agreed upOD., 

rhe 
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The very intelligent and humane Local Inspector writes as follows ;_ Ir The slate 
of the ~aol of ~o.ngfol'd , which is under my il.15pe~tion, reqyiycs from me a very few 
words mdeed .. .I he wretched plan ~pon whIch It was originally builtj its incapa­
bility of con taming the number of prisoners usually confined in it 50 as to mect the 
wishes of the legislature; and th~ want of ce~tain aCc?~modatidns required by the 
statute 50th 9"eorge, IlL render It necessary, m my OplnlOll, that u nelV gaol should 
be erected. The Grand Jury of the county of L Ollcrford are well aware of the 
impossibility of making the gaol of Longford, in its p~escnt confined state a com­
modious. rcceptac!c [01' 'prisoners. It is th~ir inte!.ltion, us I am credibly i:lformed, 
to t~!\e mto consl(leratlon, at the. next ,spnng assIzes., the necessity of building an 
addition to the present gaol, 01' ot erectmg a new one; and I have reason to add 
that they will put into immediate execution the result of their deliberations." Sinc~ 
I wrote the above, I have learned with regret that it seems to be the intention of 
our grand jury, to make an addi tion to the present gaol, instead of erecting a new 
one. I.ord l 'orbes IS most anxlOus that the latter plan should be adopted, as I am 
informed, in which I know you fully coincide. I belt to add my vote to the num­
ber, convinced that an addition will neither make the gaol more secure, nor render 
it capable of that improvement in every rcepect which it would be my pride to 
witness. It is my intention to introduce habits of industry into the gaol very soon: 
I purpose supplying the females with spinning-wheels, which Lord Iorbes has 
kindly promised to procure fOl' me from the Linen Board. With respect to the male 
prisoners, until a new gaol is erected, they cannot be employed, the gnol being in 
general so crowded. 

Three hundred and sixty-six crmVll prisoners were committed in year 18] 8; 157 
were convicted, three capitally, whose sentences were mercifully commuted to 
transportation for life, by order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

One hundred persons were, in said year, committed for debt ; sell 2S for debts 
above 20 t., 75 for debts under that sum, 15 were discharged by the Insolvent Act, 
62 werc discharged by their plaintiffs, 4 were removed by habeas to the Four 
Court ~Iarshalsea, and 19 remained in gaol, 1st January 181 9. 

( 26.) 

A REPORT on the State of the Gaol of the County Louth, at Dundalk :­
Rev. Mr. N. Horner, Local Inspector; John Woods, Gaoler. 

I VISITED tbis gaol last August, and found it both remarkably clean and 
regular; it is a small prison consisting of 13 rooms Ilnd cells, which thel) .contained 
52 persons; but four of these rooms werr. occupied, each by a single person; scil. 
two by approvers, one by a female debtor, and one by a per.son charged with murder 
and arSOll, ordered to be kept secluded, n matter that cannot be well performed 
in this .gaol. The only complaint preferred t<;> me was made by this latt~r ptisolJ~rJ 
that he 'could not hear mass with the other pfJsoners; the Roman catholic cbaplam 
afterwards assured me that he attended him in his tell in the week days, giving him 
1he communion and other Christian consolation every week; but that he could not 
suy mass for him alone upon Sunday, and the gaoler could D0.t consistently.admit 
him to the room where the other prisoners attended for that purpose .. Some 
debtors said they were not allowed coal or turf. As I thought .them .entltled to 
fuel by law and general usage, I directed that n fire should be kept lU their common 
hall pursuant to the 6th regulation, which has been since observed. 

The inspector is both assiduous and intelligent, and since his appointment the 
t1isciplille of the prison has been much improv~d. . . . 

I fear that the additions mo..kincr ta this 'pnsan Will have some defects SimIlar 
tOlthoie upon which I have bec~ under the necessity of animadverting in that of 
Droghcda, such as want of light and sufficient ventilation in the cells. From the 
plan shown me by a workman, there appeared an equal number of apartments far 
men and women; not one in twenty committed to this Pfison are of tb~ latt~r sex; 
the wOI:king plnn did not show the parJ.icnlrtl' t1i sposal of th~ tul?pcr storlcs; If these 
nre appropriated to meo, it may cause nn undue commU.IlICatlon of tJlC sex·es, but 
of this I do not spenk with certainty. 
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T ..... o hundred and twenty-two crown prisoners were committed in year 1818; 
63 were convicted, 19 capitally j of whom 17 for murder and arson, and one for 
burglary and robbery, were executed; and the sentence of one was mercifully 
CoollUuted to transportation tor life, by order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Ninety persons were in said year committed for debt; sci!. 1 9 for debts aum'c 
10/., 71 for debts under that SUIn, 10 were dischnrged by the Insolvent Act, 
62 were discharged by their plaintiffs, six werc removed by habeas to the Four 
Court Marshalsea, and 12 remained in gaol, 1St January 1819. 

A REPORT on the State of the Gaols of the County Mayo, at Castlebar 
und Ballinrobc :-Rev. Mr, Pasley, Local Inspector; Henry Moran,' 
Gaoler of Castlebar; William Kelly, Gaoler of Ballinrobe. 

I VISITED those prisons last June; the Gaol of Castlcbar J found extremely 
clean and regular, except that no public registry was kept in the prison, which is an 
cssential want, and violates the rule made by the chief and otller judges of His 
l\1J!~esty's Court of King's Bench at IVIichaellllas T erm 18°9. The prison has been 
very much improved in its discipline j the adoption of boilers and nets for the 
scvernl messes in the kitchen, are a very usefu l regulation. The Local Inspector 
descrvC5 much praise for his early, constant and regular distribution of provisions, 
whereb\' economy, order and comfort are promoted, and the many squabbles arising 
from tI;e want of such exactness are avoided. 

\Vhile I was visiting the prison, 1n escape was nearly effec ted by two notorious 
oft-e nders, one of thetn refusing to surrender, being even unawed by the presence of 
the sheriff, the gaoler or myself; the sentinel who had detected him severely 
wounded him in the head, wlien he was compelled to submit, and was taken to the 
hospital , and soon aftp. rwards recovered. Dile evil that always attends weak and 
ill·con!:i tl'lI cted gaols, is the encouragement it gives the prisoners to attempt escapes, 
whereby coercion, severities and affrays, become sometimes unavoidable. 

A new prison of Inrge extent is wanting for the county. The present gaol not 
being sufficiently capacious, thq debtors and female felons nre committed to the 
bridewell, where I saw many of them usefully employed, the women spinning, the 
men breaking limestone, which was sold to the contractors for the roads: it 
gratified me very much to sec several of the female maniacs employed in spinning 
flax, reeling yarn, and ill cleansing their respective apartments j they worked 
cheerfully, and were generally silent; the prison was extremely clean; I dis­
covered but one irregularity, which neither the inspector or keeper could prevcnt; 
that was u practice of sending hitller persons from the county infirmary, under 
acute and chronic diseases, who never transgressed the laws, nor were even com­
mitted by legal authority. This practice may be as dangerous to the prisoners who 
cannot flee from the contagion that may be imparted, as it is injurious to the un­
offending persoJ1S, by being immured among pickpockets and prostitutes, and their 
characters blasted for life through the country. The practice may also lead to the 
commiss ion of frauds in the provision accounts in both institutions, and ought to be 
suppressed by the guardians of the public purse j I mean the Grand Jury of this 
county. Being convinced of this gross impropriety, ] entered it in the visitor's book, 
that in it may be seen by the Judge and Grand Jury my animadversions and 
remonstrance against its continuance. , 

In the same month I visited the Gaol of 13allinl'obe, and was glad to perceive it 
und~rgoing several repairs which were long wanting; the plaisterin~ of the walls 
partIcularly. It is earn,estly hoped thatthe privies within the gaol WIll be stopped, 
as there are now Fiufficient accommodations in that respect in the yards; at my 
vi.iit it had but three prisoners, two of them poor debtors j they spoke very favour­
ably of the keeper, as did all the prisoner., at Castlebar of their keeper Mr. 
Henry 1\1oran. 

Two hundred and fifty-six crOwn prisoners were committed in year 1818; 87 were 
convi~tea, six capitally; of whom one for murder, and four for burglary and 
atrocIOus rob~ery, we:e executed, and the sentence of one was mercifully commuted 
II.) transportatIon for hfe, by order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

One 
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One hundred and ,ten persons were ill said year committed for dcut; scil. 24 for 
debts above 20l.) 8~ for debts unde,: t lm~ s~n.l, 18 were discharged by the I nso l­
vent Act, G9 were dl~chal'gcd by thClr plalllllf-ls, two were removed by habeas 10 
the Four Court 1\1arsllnlsca, and 2 l remaillcd in gaol, 1St J alluury 181g: 

(28.) 

A RE PO ItT 011 the State of the Gaol of the County of 111colll Ilt Trim: ­
He\', Mr. \VUlnwnght, Local Inspector; \VilliulIl Sumrt, Gaoler. 

NOT having I'f'c ei .\'e~l ei ther Report or Letter from the Locnl Inspector, I cannot 
. state whether the bulldJllgs begun last yenl' 3rc as yet completed. These were a 
Lridewcll adjoining to the gaol, and apartments for the guo\t:r, whereiJy n perfect 
"jew of the deLton:i and felons courts might be obtained i at my Jast visit I Jo und 
eight approvcl's on as many distinct cases, occupying tlte magistl'ntc's roOIll J which. 
Leing in vicw of the principal felons yard, aftorded an easy cornmunic1Ltion. This 
wus certninly an imprudent arrangement, but circulllstances at the time rendered it 
unavoidllble, ilS the Inspector informed me. 

The women's apartments should ue changed from the second slory to tbe ground 
fl oor in the old part of thc gaoL 

The demca llor of the prisoners of both sexes, was worse here than in any other 
gaol I had visited; their expressions were very offensive: mftlly of them \rere old 
and habitual ofHmdera. 

Two hundred and fifty-four crown prisoners were committed in yenr 1 SIS; 1 14 
were convicted, 24 capitally; of whom 11 for burglaries and robberies were exe­
cuted; the sentences of 13 wei·c mercifully commuted to tran .::iporti\tion for life, 
by order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Fifty-five persons were in sa id ycar committed for debt; scil. I i for deblS above 
201., 38 for debts untler that sum, 14 were discharged by the Insolvent Act, 
19 were discharged by their plaintiffs, fo ur were removed oy habeas to the Four 
Court ~Murshu.lseu., und 18 remained in guo!, 1st January 1 S 19. 

(2g.) 

A REPORT on the State of the Gaol of County flrOilllghflll :-Hev. Mr. Evatt, 

(" .) 
Mn).,) , 

~ 

(, j ) 

Meath . 
~ 

Local Inspector; J ohn Short, Guoler. (!!g.) 

IN the month of last August I visited this old and ruinous prison, which then 
containctl 135 persons of all classes. Considering its mouldering nnd decaying 
statc, it was surprisingly clean, and more regular than I had often seen itj I ~x­
amined lile prisoners collectively and individually, whether they had any complamt 
against ony of the officers superintending the gaol j they universally answered they 
har! nonC' . 

The Local lnspector acts, with respect to very poor debtors, in a singularly 
liberal and praise-worthy manner. He assists with money those whom he fully 
ascertains to be unable to pay the expensGs attendant on obtaining the bencfi t. of the 
Insolvent Act. I wish his example may be extended to every other county l!l tha t 
respect; an example which, if followed, would prevent the imposing practices of 
·gaol solicitors, who too often act either negligently or corruptly towards t!Jo~e hel~~ 
less and pitiable objects; besides the ureat relief it affords to these aud their fam1~ 
lies, the public is ,:elea!:led from the exopense of maintaining them, and space in the 
prison is obtained for those who cannot be so speedily disctmrged . 

In .t.he yenf 1 ~ 17 tbe mortality in thi~ gaol W?S very great; 27 hnd di~d of typhus 
~e\'er, In proportlOn to those who were III, certatnl¥.a smal l number j thl~ feve.r had, 
111 the opinion of Saine physicians. and of many ot I~S l~?st respectable inhabitants, 
commenced in the traolJ and · from thence was earned 111to the town and country, 
where it made sadohavoc among all classes. It is much to be regretted that the 
new gaol has not been perfected within the time specified in the contract. The 
commissioners and the contl'3.clOr accuse each other of being the CaUse of the delay i 

5-34. F all 
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('29') all that I found buil[ at my visit was the external wall unci the hospital ' but from 
MonaAhan. this dissension the work has been too long retarded. ' 

,-_~~_---"J I requested a meeting of the commissioners) who accord ingly ussembled i l enll. 
meruted tbe mllny deaths that had happened last year in the old gaolJ and informer! 
them tha t prison was never likely to be f,'ce from fever; th at J conceived it behoved 
t110m as magistrates and grand jurors, to expedite the building os SOon as possible 
that any errors which the contractor may have committed in this commencement of 
the building, may be remedied without diAiculty or much loss of time. One of the 
cOlllmissioners observed} that if the contructor would show 11 (Iispos ition to amend 
some of the defecLs, he did not doubt but that the commissioners would Ulrree, when 
that dispusitioll would be manirested, to advance him an illstal meut toco~lpl ete the 
\\'ol'k j I wrote to the con tractor oflicil\ lI y, advising him to relll l'll, and to resume the 
work, stating ti le scnti lllcnts of tile moeting j he has since complit:tl, and tliere are no 
further dissellsiolls 011 the subject . 

(30.) 

QUI!CO'S county. 
~ 

The Local Inspector concludes his n oport by n gener,, 1 statement: as foHows:_ 
c: There arc ilt present 11 3 prisoners in custody; no a.lteration of repnirs could 
Jlossibly adapt the prison to the performancc of the dllties enj oined by the 50 th 
Geo. Ill. A nell' ~aol is in progress, the completion of which, howcver, has been 
delayed by difTerences which have arisen between the commissioners ",nd contractor· 
they seeUl now li ke ly to be removed, in which case the new prison, which is on aJ~ 
approved plall, will be speedily completed." 

Two only died in gaol in the last yenr. 
Three hundred and seVC ll c rown prisoners were comm itted in year 1818; 97 

CQ l1.v ictcd; six capitally, each of whose sentences were mercifully commuted to 
trans por tation for life, by order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Two hundred and forty persons were in sa id year committed for delJ t; scil. 49 for 
deuts above 20/., 19 l for debts uncleI' that su m, 29 were discharged by tbe In ~ 
splvent Ad, 150 were discharged by tbeit· plaintiftS, 14 were removed by habeas to 
the Four Court 1\Iurshalsca, and 47 remained in gaol, 1st January 18 l9. 

(3 0. ) 

A REPORT on the State of the Gaol of the Queen's County, at !H aryboro':­
Mr. William Pilsworth, Local inspector; J ohn Clarkc,- .Gaoler. 

I N the month of last May I visit r.d this Gaol, wh ich I founel extremely clean and· 
rClTular j examined the prisoners privately and openly. wh~ther they had any com­
pl ~ints to make of the officers in charge of the gaol: Lhey all, except a gentleman 
deotor, declared they had not any; he cornpluined that he wus restrained from the 
·privilege of walk ing in the yard ily the sentinel , which UpOt~ inqu iry nppearcd to be 
fllvolous and unfounded . There is neither infirmary or chapel to the prison , nor 
have the women a di.stinct court yard j the court·house being built cOlltiguous to the 
·debtors court, has Illllch injured til e security of' til e prison j l\. prisOt lel' con lincd under 
·executiDn for a considera ble sum, (which the gaoler has been called on to pay,) 
,eff~cted his escape by ascending the court hOllse: this had been often predicted . The 
execution appfll'atus is in a very inconvenient par t of the prison, it would be better 
'to hnye it .changed to the sumrnit, in the manner it is situated in the new gaol of 
Sout!nvul'k. I eXll mi ned the convicts wbo were about proceeding to Cork, had 
the.m clothed, cleuned and dressed j all the prisoners were weH, and not olle of them 
ironed. The prisoners gt::t daily a. pound nnd a half of bread per clay, and a quart of 
new milk.cach, the cows being mi lked at the door, in view of sOllle of the prisoners. 
I showed the fnspector 1.1 plan for surrounding the entire of the prison, including the 
court house, and for rnak~llg several other improvements absolutely necessa.ry for its 
·snfety and regularity ; he has since informed me by a letter, " thllt the Grand Jury 
h~ve rai sed Hloney, and intend to continue to do so, until they shall have a suA k ient 
sum to purchase ground to enJarge the gaoJ, to build an infirmary, a nd to ado!~t 
sc.veral other matters you have suggested lor its impro\tement. " 

One hundred and nioety·eight crOWn prisoners were committed in year 18.1 8; 
.55 ·conyicted, one capital!y, a female for burglary and robbery was executed. 

Seventy-
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Scventy.threc persons were in said year committed for debt ; sci!. 20 fur debts 
nlJorc '20 /., 53 for debts under that sum, six were discharged by tflC Insolvent Act 
4twerc discharged by their plaintiffs, four were remov~d by habeas to the Fou;' 
Court l\1arshalsea, and 16 remained in g~lol, 1St J anuary 1819" . 

(31.) 

A REPORT on the State of the GlIol of the County lIoscomlUo/j :-.­
Hev. Mr. Blal<cny, Local Inspecto r ; J oseph Hely, Gaoler. 

I N the month of1(15t J uly I visited this Gaol, wh ich I found in a shltc of as much 
clefllliincss and regulurity as could be cKpc::cted.; the prisoners being interro.!.';a ted 
::.cvcrnlly and collectively, declared they hud no complaint to make of the olllcers 
superintending the gaol, save one, who said he wus refusec1lllcd ici nc by the pilY:5 ician. 
An irregular practice prevails here, sci!. the Grand Jury have estahlished a custom 
of contracting with tho apothecary, at the stated price of 40 guitleas per flnnUll1, 
whether the prisoners be sick or well. This method is irregula r, and IIlny leud to 
.corrupt or negligent conduct. At my visit I foulld some persons imprisoned for 
debt under lwo pounds, they were military pensioners, une hud beon confined marc 
than tw elve months, and though he received nine pound per quarter during that 
lime, he would rather remain in gaol, subsisting on the county allowfl1lce, than pay 
tha t small sum j this man had made this a continual practice. Debtors not heillti 
legally en ti tled to receive the county allowance of provisions, and the gaol havillg 
many persons who, as I was assured, were solvent, 1 ('ulered a rule in the gaol·book, 
advising the Inspector against an indiscriminate supply, which encouraged su~h 
fraudu lent prac tices j and eveli told him if the provision presentment was traversed 
at the assizes, it could not be maintained, At my return to D ublin in September 
I was surpl'ized to recci.ve from the very intell igent and IIU II1 <l lle Local Inspector the 
followi ng letter on the subject:-" In -consequence of your directions to me relativ.e 
to wi thholding provisions ii'om the debtors confined in Roscommon Gaol, I made 
the nccessfllY arrangements for that purpose on SatunJny last, and made n selection, 
to whom I oruered halfthe allowonce, as n preparation to withdrawing the allowance 
altogether, T he contractor, however, this duy declar ed, that he would supply the 
entire of the debtors whh the full allowance, contrary to you r directions, and to 
mine acting under your orders: this I conceive is assuming n power to which he is 
nowise lluthorized; and I request your su pport all the presen t OCcflsion, and tlu.t you 
will advise what further steps I Hm to tuke, I warned the contractor, that if he 
supplied the debtors, he ~hould do it at his own ri squ e} 3 S I would not certi(y his 
account at the next assizes, without which he is not entitled to oe paid by the county 
treasurer, agreeable to the Gaol Act. :I beg ttl observe, that yOUI' authority add mine 
.ought to be supported in matters relati\'e to gaols, otherwi :sc we shall not have that 
,subord ina tion preserved which is so essen tially llece5Sary~ The contractor, Mr. 
Carr, told me, that he read yopr Report in the gaol-book, and that you only 
recommended the measure of >withd rawing the provision li'OOl ' the debtors, and 
seemed to question your .authori ty, &c. thi ti muk es it necessary to settle the point, 
ns r am placed in an ullpleasan t si tua tion, and shall expect to be supported by 
you." 

The contractor for supplying the provis,ions, having had this y~ar I~ ade a very 
ad't'?ntageous bargain, usurps an nutbonty the law does not gwe 111m, for very 
obVIOUS reasons ! 

A new, gaol is nearly cOIl Jplcted, to whicil it is supposed the prisoners will be 
'removed early in the summer ; this (Jaol has been trected on the pial) of the one at 
Southwark, and has a story mor~ ° tha11 any gaol of the kind in Ireland, \\'hi~h 
~ives it a Jlc ry superior appea~~nce. There is a fine chapel, a~ld t~l~ workrflml~hlp 
I ~ . extremeiy well ex-ecuted'. 'I he old ga'oi, though l~ot long blll~t, ~ell'lg v~ry capa· 
Claus -and in good repair, may well b~ .converted mto a 1?rD'~lnCI~1 lunatiC house, 
n workhouse or bridewell the (Jronnd in Its renr mny be e'asliy obtamed, 

I n the sa me month I 'v isited th.e .bridewell of Boyle, consisting of two cells j I 
found it clea n, the keeper told me he had neither lJ~ds 1101' blankets. ~or prisoners, 
.and thnt in the course of the year many were .committed. Al my VISit there were 

not 

(30 .) 

Qu(::cn'<; county. 

v 

(3 l. j 
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:not any i I applied' to ~1'1'. B!akeny, who promised his assistance towards outnilli n" 
Roscommon. them from the G rand Jury. C'I 

~_~~ ___ .J l~nllr hundred and fifty crown prisoners wcre committed in year 1 S I 8; 190 COIl-

\'icted, 10 capitally ; one of whom for burglary was executed; the sentences of 
nine were mercifully commuted to transportation for life, by order of the Lord 
1.ieutenant. 

(3' ,) 

Sligo. 

One hundred and forty persons wcre in said year com rnitted for deht; sci!. 37 for 
debts above 20 t., 103 for debts under that sum, 2'2 were discharl-{cd uy the Insol­
vent Act, Gg were dischnrged by their piajntiHs, I I wOre removed by habeas to 
the Four Court ,Marshalscu, and 38 remo'ined in guo l, 1St January 1819. 

(32.) 

A REPO RT au tlte State of the Guol of t'li e County Sligo :- Rev.1H r. Armstrong 
Local Inspector ; Jam es Beaty, Gaoler. ' 

IN the month of last Ju ly I visited this Gaol, which was very rcccnliy occupied, 
~_~~_~I 'the prisoners being removed after the preceding Assizes. It is built on the plan of 

that of Southwark: its interior construction .evidently proves that the architect, 
though said to be eminent in !Jis profession, is not well versed in gaol-building, und 
appears quite unacquainted with the habits ·of prisoll ('l's. The windows in the 
gaoler'S purtOlll' and )\itchen, a nd the Governor's committee room, should be 
lowered at least 1 '8 .inc: l(~s. At present neither un casy view of the prisoners in 
the court yards, nor a distillct view of the persons 'passing in and out of the front 
court, can be obtained without the troublu of going to ,the window, or (in case 
of a ·low person) standil~g on a stool or cho ir. ' 

rrhe rim locks used thl'Oughout the prison are bad in their kind, ami ill adapted 
to a gaol, pendflnt locks alone arc fit; the best I ever '~aw is the paten t union lock· 
invented by Kemp, of Cork; these can neither be picked nor opened by a counter­
feit key, which 15 a new and peculiar property; the doors of the cells were hung 
absurdly, as they opcned inwtlrdly j thosc, and some other minor defects, I pointed 
out to Mr . . Martin, one of the commissioners for bu ildi ng the gaol, who immediately 
perceived the ill consequences that may arise [ rain tltem ·; r also stated my 
obsewations at length in the gaol registry. 

This prison being: built on il systematic plan, with which the gaoler and other 
officers are not yet acquainted, a due classification of the prisoners according to 
·thei r crimes has not .yet been efiected, but the [nspe<.:to r promises that at the te rmina· 
tion of the flpprouching Assizes, after tile nnm bt..:rs sha.ll be reduced, the regulation 
for arranging tile prisoners shall be observed. Two tll l'l1 keys at least will be re~ 
quired to attrud it, one of whom should never be permitted to lea,, /} Iii..., rost at the 
extern door j the ulher will he wanted to attend the calis of the prisoners and the 
admission of their nccessary agents or friend s to the interna l grll tes of the respective 
courts ; another story should be added to this gaol, ct detnched bospitn l also should 
.be built, fl. low wall jnsulating -the entire fat' the sentinels to pace illJ should be 
erected; if this latter measure be not adopted, the gaol cannot be considered by 
any means secure. I directed several women who ,,·ere detained too long upon 
commitments for having been idl ers in the sll:eets, to be discharged on bail j which 
~vas done accordingly, without their pnyillg fees; tlJeir committals appeared quite . 
lrregular. 

rive hundred and fifty.ei ~ht crown prisoners were committed ·in year 1 S I S ; 191 
. convicted, 1 2 capitaH)" of whom one for murder and three for burglary and robb~r:y 
·were executed; the s~nte n ces of 5e ... ·en were mercifu l!y commuted to transportatIOn 
for life, by order ofthe Lord Lieutenant, anci.one received a free .pardon. 

One hundred a.nd forty -three persons were in said year committed for debt.; 
.rei!. 24 for debts above '2ot., 119 for debts under that SU Ill , 2 1 were discharged by 

·the Insolvent Act, ~ 89 were discharged by their plaintiffs, seven were I'emo,ved ~)' 
..habeas. to the Four Court Marshalsea, nnd 26 remained in, gaol, 1 st January 181g. 
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(33·) 

A REPORT 011 the State of the Gaol of the CO~ll ty Tipperary, ~t ClonmeH:­
Hev. :Mr. Stevenson, Local Inspector ; 'Yllhalll Vowell, Gaoler. 

NOT .h~v ing in the ~ourse of last year visited this Gnol, I beg leave to transcribe 
a fell' s tr~klllg (),~~c.r vatl ons lIIade by the ~ocal ~lIspectorJ in reply to some queries 
sent t? hIll1:---:- I here are not any lunatics or lIlifl nC persons confined in this gaol j 

the re IS a IUll,allc asylum atta~hed to the House of Industry and Mendicity, to which 
all ,such pl!tJ~nts are committed and properly trea ted, according to the nature of 
theu', respcc tn'c cuscs. As I have heretofore reported to you, all the addi tions 
req~nr cd I~~ l\ 1r. Pole's :Act have been compl~ ted , I have nothing to add on that 
subject. 10 stich convIcts as have, fl'or!1 theIr long confinement, ""orn out their 
clo thing, I I ~a.ve (as s~id Act au tho~·j.zes me) supplied frize jackets, trowsers, shirts, 
shoes, stockmgs, petticoats and shil ts, as they seemed to stand in need of at th is 
senson of the yenL The attention of the gaoler and his assistant to the cleanliness 
of his gaol, and to the comforts and nccom modation of the prisoners, and their 
humanity ~n every.respect, meri ts my wannest commendation. Nothing, I think, 
can morc IIlcontestlbly prove the !;ood management of our rraol as to cleanliness and 
ycn tilation, a nd the extreme ntteu tlon of all concerned, thunOto be able to assert, that 
du ring the long period of contagious fever, if you began at allY one street in the 
IOW II, and reckoned to the number of prisouErs confined in the lTaol, there would 
be probably two or three inhabitants of that number found in fe~er; and that not 
a single instance occurred in the gaol, although ex tremely crowded, as you will 
perceive by the returns." 

Last ~1ay I visited the Bridewell at Nenagh, to which a considerable add ition was 
making and I1eil rly fini shed. It consists of nine ve ry large cells, and four spacious 
common ha lls. It would be a convenient ha lting place for convicts, jf brought by 
land from the north-western gaols of Ireland, on their way for embarkation at Cork. 

f 'ive hundred and thirty-one crown prisoners were committed in year 18 J8; 87 
convicted, 13 capitally; of whom one for murder and one for rape were executed, 
and the £entences of 11 were mercifully commuted to transportation for life, by 
order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Two hundred and sixty -three persons were, in said year, committed for debt; scil. 
i4 for debts above 20/., 189 for debts under that SUIll, 53 were discharged by the 
Insolvent Act, 136 were discharged by their plaintiffs, 7 were removed by habeas 
to the Four Cou rt Marshalscu, and 67 remained in gaol, 1st J anuary 1819. 

(34.) 

A REPORT 011 the State of the Gaols of the Cou nty Tyrol/e, ot"Omagh and 
Dungannon :-Rev. Mr. Stack, Loc~1 Inspector at Omagh; John O 'Brien, 
Gaoler; Rev. Mr. Murray, Local Inspector at Dungannon; 
Gaoler. 

TH E great number of debtors usually committed to both tbese gaols of late 
years, have induced some grand j urors to object to the indiscriminate distribution 
of the allowance of provisions to debtors. 'Ihe Inspector has written for advice, 
and has been informed, that the debtors are not by law entitled to demand them ; 
and the practice of withholding them from such prisoners, is become pretty general 
throughout the counties, especially since the passing of Mr. Peel's Insolvent Act.. 
Those who prefe r remaining in gaol, to the seeking the benefit of that equitable 
Act, may, for the most part, be considered as volunteers, choosing to remain in 
prison in total defian ce of their creditors demands ; and h may therefore be proper 
that they should not be encouraoed to do so, by being subsisted at the public cost; 
doubtless, cases of ex treme want may occ~r, which when fairly ascertain~d by the 
Inspectors, will of course excite their compassion and attention; but It seldom 
happens that any persons decline to avail themselves of the Insolvent Ac~ unless 
they possess property that they do nofch90se to surrender, wholly or partIally, to 
their creditors. From the circumstances of withholding provisions, I have known 
numerous instances of persons settling with their creditors and ?btaining their dis­
charges, who would otherwise have persisted in refusing to satisfy them; ~ have 
nt an my visits found this gaol in a state of as much cleanliness and regularIty as 
the crowded numbers in it would admit. 

'fhe Local Inspector of Dungannon Gaol, gives the following statement of that 
prison :-" In cOllsequence of Dung.nnon Gaol being only. supplementary one to 

534. . G Omagh. 
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Omnrrh, it appears, I think, not to have met from grand jurors tha t attention to 
its w~lts which it requires. }'rom the original construction of the gaol, the rerru_ 

Tyron~. II ~ 
~ __ ~_~J lations contained in the statute 59th Geo. I J cannot he acted upon, the gaol 

.... being in every respect much too small to allow of all the regulatIOns c1tioineli 
there in being enforced. :I'here is only one com~non hall .for male and female 
prisoners, and no ~eparatl0n at present c~n be cft~ctecJ durmg the day, between 
prisoners of any kll1d 01' any classes ; 51flCt attention, however, has been paid in 
regard to confinement at nigh t ill their I'espe~tive cells. . 

(35·) 

\\'aterrurd cou nty. 

H During the las t year, the comfort of the prisoners has been considerably increased 
by an additional supply of bedsteads, bed -cl~th es, &e .. &c. f~)l'tn e rl.y nlUeh wanting. 
OwinrY to these increased comforts, and a stnct attention bemg paul to cleanliness 
and the fl'equent usc of lime, I have to attribute, (under Providence) the craoi 
being preserved from fever, during the time of its prevalence and malignity inOthe 
town and neighbourhood; but one case occurred in the gaol, and from the prompt 
meusures used, no bad consequences ensued. 

" T he lower apartmcmts of Dungannon Gaol being partly under-ground, are 
extremely liable to be overflowed by water, the bad effects of which it is not neces­
sary to state. From the great increase of business at the sessions, together with the 
extent of the barony, it is often crowded to excess during the sessions, and alto!rc_ 
ther too slmtll for the accommodation of tbe prisoners generally conlin cd there. bit 
is milch to be regretted, that the prisoners, who are chiefly debtors, cannot ue em­
vloyed in any sort of useful occupation. ~rom ~he greut expense of the gaol at 
Omnfl'h, the Grand Jury have not thought It adVisable Lo aflord We means of elll­
ploYI~ent La the prisoners in Dungannon Guol. If some wheels and looms were 
illlowcd (which have been often applied for, but wi tbout success) it might have a. 
very beneficial effect on the morals of the prisoners, us idleness and close confine­
mcnt must necessarily produce the very worst eflccu;. 

" If this supply could be granted, it would, in DUllgnnnon Gaol, be particularly 
usefu l, as there are generally a number of persons confined there by order fr0111 the 
1\1anol" Court, to whom no allowance is afforded by the coun ty, and who are of tell 
in a most distressed situation." 

A few spinning wheels may be advantageous, L)lIt there is not space for looms in 
this prison. 

T hree hundred and twenty crown prisoners wcre committed in year 1 8 18; 186 

convkted, three capitally, whose sentences were mercifully commuted to transport­
ation for life, by order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Three hundred and forty-one persons were in said year commi tted for debt i scil. 
69 for debts above '2 ot., '17'1. fo r debts under that Sl1m , 1 08 were discharged by the 
Insolvent Act, 10 1 were discharged by theIr plaintiffs, 11 were removed by habeas 
to the Four Court 1\1arshalsca, and 1 2 1 remained in gaol, 1 st January 1 8 1g. 

(35.) 

ARE P 0 It T on the State of the Gaol of the County W"lerjord:­
Rev. R. S, I-Jobson, Local Inspector; Shapland Graves, Gaoler. 

SINCE my lust visit, and subsequent lleport on the state of tbis Gaol, the re ap­
peal's nothing particular to remark, except the appointment of a new gaoler. 

The Local Inspector has not stated to me the CHuse of the discontinuance of 
the former. I found the gaol, when I last inspected it, extremely clean and regular. 
This gaol happily is seldom crowded; the augmentation JIlode tbr0e years ago has 
prevented that incommodious excess, which in almo'it all the other gaols in Ireland 
is continually experienced. 

The lists returoed of those committed and tried, are extremely irregular, and 
appeared to be transcribed by some very ignorant person ; had I not a.vailed myself 
of the assistance of the Clerk of the Crown's schedules, I must have omitted sending 
any Return from this county, 

One hundred and thirty-eight crown prisoners were cOlllmitted in year 181 8 ; 45 
cOllvicted; 5 capitally, of whom four for burglary and robbery were executed, and 
the sentence of one was mercifully commuted to transportation for life, by order 
of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Forty-seven persons were in said year committed for debt; seil. 2 1 for debts above 
'10 [" ~6 for debts under that sum, 16 were discharged by the Insolvent "Act, 17 
were dIscharged by their plaintiffs. one was removed by habeas to the }-'OUI' Court 
Marshal.ea, and 13 remained in gaol, lSt January 1819. 
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A REPO RT all the Slate of the Gaol of the City If/aterford :-Rev. R. S. Hobson, 
Local Inspector; John Larobe Wright, G aoler. (3

6
.) 

AT my last visit to this Prison I found. it clean and rcerular though ver)' mucll IV r d · -I - d" ::) , Iltc rl or cuy. 
crowded. 1 lC. same anJl~la ~erslOn , with respect to the returns made of the ~ 
pris~ners comm.'ltecl and u'lcd 111 the county gaol, I nm s.orry to say is equally 
applicable to thiS. 9ne woul~ su ppose there was an emulatIOn between the !!8.o1ers 
who should make Ills returns m the llIost perplexed manner. The Inspector ~hould 
have taken the ,trouble to peruse them before he had sent them. On the slate of 
this gao l, he writes as follows: H I have nothing to add to the statement I have 
already sent of tl~c state of the gaols, but that the city prison is quite inadequate to 
the accommodatIOn of the number of persons now contained within it, and that the 
hospital is so connected. with the felons yard and the chapel, that it could not 
possibly ~Il swer the cssentml purposc of ward ing ofr contagion from the other parts 
of the prison. 

fl As some changes have been made during the last yellr in the offi cers of our 
Gaols, I send you correct li sts of them as they now stand." 

Two h,undred and fi~ty~ tbrce crown prisoners were committed in yenr 1818 ; 
134 convicted, one capItally, whose sentence was mercifully commuted to tr81lS­
portation for life, by oreler of the L ord Lieutenant. 

One hundred and thirteen persons were in said year committed for debt ; scil. 
14 (or debts above 20 I.., 99 lor debts ullcler that SUIll, 1 2 were discharged by the 
Insolvent Act, 101 were discharged by their plaintiffs, none were removed by 
habeas to the l'our Court M arshal sea, and none remained in gaol, 1 st January 1 S 19. 

(37-) 

A REPORT on the Stale of the G aol of the County lVestmeath, at Muilingar:­
Hev. T. Robinson, Local Inspector; Edward Fielding, Gaoler_ 

HAVI NG addressed a Report to the ' Var Office on the manller in which the 
gaols of Ireland were protected by the military, and disapproving of a practice, 
too prevalent, of posting the sentinels within the courts, whereto the prisoners had 
opportuni ties of access and communication with them, ,l custom that ought to be 
universally discountenanced, Sir Edward Bakel' was pleased to submit the Report 
to the Commander of the Forces. Si r George Beckwith, convinced of its importance, 
issued orders to all the Genernls commanding in districts to report to him the state 
of the gaol guards throughout I reland_ 

Aware that the soldiery and prisoners were more prejudicially mixed in this than 
in any other prison, I attended at the last assizes and waited upon Ldrd Norbury. 
with the officer commanding. the garrison, when his Lordship was pleased to recom­
mend to the Grand J ury immediately to present tht'! sums necessary for erecting a 
plntfonn. and making some important alterations in the interior of the prison, Upon 
this subject, the attentive Local Inspector writes as follows :_'1 Since you lnst in­
spected this prison, the river in the rear of it has been sunk about four feet, and 
effectually cleansed, and there is never less tllan the space of four foct deep of clear 
water in it, often more; the cens of male and female prisoners have Leen separated, 
so that there can be no communication between the sexes ; a platform has been made 
on an nrch in the yard, for the sentinels, by which arrangement he commands the 
felons prison without communication with the pdsoners. The gaol is in perfect 
order, the outside east wall would be improved by new dashing, which shall be done 
next su mmer, if the Grund Jury will present the Sllm necessary for executing the 
work, ' t These alterations and improvements have been for years earnestly solicited by 
me, they will be found to add much'to the regularity, accommodation' and safety-of the 
prison. I found the gaol very clean, and as regular as' its misconstruction wou1d admit. 

'fWD hund red and ninety-six crown prisoners were col'mni{ted in year 1818'; 
137 convicted, nine ca-pitallYI of whom (our for borglary and robbery ~vere ex~cuted; 

'and the sentences of fi\,c ''1'ere mercifully commuted to transportation for hfe, by 
order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Seventy-four persons were in said yenr committed for debt; sci/. 9 for debts above 
20 I., 6,'i for debts under that sum~ 5 were discharged by the Insolvent Act, 
50 were discharged by their plaintiffs, 8 were removed by habeas to the Four 
Court Marshalsea) and 11 remained in gaol, 1st January 1819_ 

(37-1 

" ·cstmeath . 
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(38.) 

A REPORT on the State of the Gaol of the County lVc-!ford :-The Rev. 
Archdn Elgee, Local InspectOl'; Lemuel G ladwin, Gaoler. 

(3S.) 
WexCord . THOUGH this Gaol has been but a few years built, it has been found lIttcrl v 
~ inudequate to its purpose; no arrangement of the pl'isor~e rs, . exc~pt a separation of­

t.he sexes, can be here effected. I have always found th iS prison 111 a state of clean~ 
Iiness, and in such regularity as its misconstruction would admit. The Local 
Inspector writes as follow~: I' O~r gaol is Jlli5~rably crowd€(I, contai.ning now 
108 prisoners, so that notwithstandlllg every exertion on my part for their comfort 
and health, I !llll greatly alarmed lest sickness should break out alllong them j no 
remonstrance from me to the Grund Jury has availed , but government seems 
inclined to take up the business, and wi ll I trust act with energy; classification is 
unattainable, when 80 people are stuffed into a space hardly su Oicient for 36, and 
with a iikelihood of their numbers increasing fast, not a day room but what is filled 

,with beds." 

This gaol would require so great ah augmentation to have the rcgnlatiollS or the 
,I)oth George IIT. carried into effect, that in my judgment a new gaol, which could 
be erected on a site far more economical than the one now occupied, would be 
fouud prefemble to the expense of arrangements for modirying the present, for the 
attainment of the objects requ ired by law. 

One hundred and fifty cro wn prisoners were committed in year 1 S 18; 54 con· 
victed, 4 capitally, of whom 3 for murder were executed j anu the sentence of one 
was mercifully commuted to transportation for life, by order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

NinetYMone persons were in said year committed for debt; scit. 26 for debts 
above 2 0 t., 65 for debts under that sum, 19 were discharged by the Insolvent Act, 
36 were discharged by their plaintiffs, 6 were removed by habeas to the rour 
Court rVlarshalsea, and 30 remained in gaol, 1 st J anuar), 1819. 

(39·) 
A REPORT on the State of the Gaol of the County Wick/ow :-Rev . Mr. Porter, 

(39.) Local Inspector; James Walker, Gaoler. 

'Wicl.::ll)W'. PROPOSALS for augmenting and repairing this Prison, have, I understanrl, been 
~ acceded to by the Grand Jury; much will lJe required to strengthen the court 

walls, in which there are many chasms; these walls should be insulated, without 
which expedient the gaol will not be secure; the apothecary to the prison com plains 
that a small bill of his for necessn rie~ for the sick prisoners, amounting to 7 t. 93, 3d, 
was thrown out by the Grand Jury. At my last inspection, n wounded man lay 
very badly accommodated in one of the cells, I sent for the apothecary of the prisOf), 
and reprimanded him, not for want of his attendance, which was duly given, but for 
want of suitable and clean bedding, and the nourishment which this prisoner appeared 
to require. Mr. Goodison seemed to be aware that the man did require such 
nourishment; but that if he administered in that respect to the wants of the prison. 
ers, he would not be allowed for it; I showed him the clause in the Act, ,which 
empowers the Grand Jury to present; he promised to comply, which he uppears to 
have done, and thereby to have incnrred a loss; a great part of that money wos 
expended in paying nurses for attending persons ill of the typhus fever. 

Not having yet seen the plans for augmenting the prison, I cannot here noti~e 
them. The gaol I have generally found clean. 

One hundred and eighteen crown prisoners were committed in year 181 8 ; 59 . 
convicted, 5 capitally, of whom one for murder, and one for arson, were executed i 
the sentences of three were mercifully commuted to transportation for life, by order 
of the Lord Lieutenarit. 

Thirty·four persons were in said year committed for debt; scil. 13 for debts 
above '1.01., 2 1 for debts under that sum,s were discharged by the Insolvent Act, 
18 were discharged by their plaintiffs, seven were removed by habeas to the Four 
Court Marshalsea, and four remained in gaol, I 5t January 181g. 



OF THE PRISONS IN IRELAND : 1 81 S. 

(40 .) 

A LI ST OF DEBTORS Committed to the several Gaol$ in Ire14nd during the YC3r 1818, 

Sumber 

CO!IlIIliued 

SIr Orbl. 
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,8, 
'76 
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'9' 
57 

'" 
1 ,63 ~ 

'" 
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'.9 
33 
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,6 
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'00 

go 

11 0 

55 
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73 
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N lIlIluer Number Number Numller Num~r Number 
lL"an~mi(ted 

COUNTIE S anti CITIES. 
cOIuu)il(etl comru;ttcd dill:harged di5Chllrged by lIabca ~ 

renlluning 
{or SU1111 {(lr SUIII~ byInsolvelll by " 

i1l c:uJtody 

aoove £.'lo. under £.!lo. Act. I'IIilDliJT. FOlirCourl lUJan, 
IManhahe • . 181g. , , 
I 

Antrim - - - - - 77 105 '5 77 I 12 68 
Arn1l1Sh - - - - - 43 '33 7' 126 , 6 7' 
Carlow - - - - - '4 ,8 - - ,8 I 4 '0 
Cavan - - - - - - 38 ' 07 3' 77 I 6 30 

Clare - - - - - - '5 89 3' 44 8 30 
Cork, County and City - - - 11 0 ,88 7' '06 '4 104 

Donegal - - - - - 58 9' '9 79 6 45 
Down - - - - - - 8, " 3 '9 "7 8 50 
Drogheda - - - - - II .6 , 45 4 6 
Dublin County - - - - 6, 60 3' 55 5 30 
Duhlin City - - - - - 54 1 1,091 2 14 1,178 54 ,86 

Fcrmnnngh - - - - - ,6 96 ' 3 7' , 37 
Galway, County nnd TOWIl - - 7' 11 8 49 83 " 45 
Kerry - - - - - - 30 " 9 3. 6, ' 0 , 3 
Kildare - - - - - ' 7 , 0 5 II 6 II 

Kilkenny, County and City - - 39 ' 37 .5 75 '0 .6 
King's County - - - - " '. 4 9 8 5 
Leitrim - - - - - " 8, ,6 6, 3 ' 9 
LinlCrick, County noel City - - 63 '55 7' '+5 8 93 
Londonderry - - - - 6. ,88 8, "7 , +, 
Longford - - - - '5 75 ' 5 6, • '9 
Louth - - - - - - '9 7' '0 6, 6 " 
Moyo - - - - - - '. 86 , 8 69 , 21 

Meath - - - - - - ' 7 38 , + ' 9 • ,8 

J\fonagh:m - - - - - '0 '9' '9 ,,0 '4 47 
Queen's County - - - - '0 .53 6 47 4 , 6 

Roscommon - - - - - 3) ' 03 ~~ 6g II 38 

Sligo - - - - - - " " 9 " 89 7 ,6 . 
Tipperary - - - - - 7' , 89 53 ' 36 7 67 
Tyrone - - - - - 6g '7' 108 '0 ' II '21 

Wnl crfonl, County nnd City - - 35 " 5 ,8 118 , '3 
Westmeath - - - - - 9 6 .I 5 50 8 II 

Wexford - - - - - ,6 6:; ' 9 36 6 30 

Wicklow - - - - - '3 21 5 , 8 7 4 

Above £.20 - - 1,854 4,748 1 .19~ 3.705 I '79 1.+1I-4 

Under £.20 - - 4,;48 
--- -

Total Number Committed - - 6,602 

S TA T R of the F OUR COURT MAR SII Ar.S V • • in year 1818, a. folioWl1 
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(41. )- An AllSTRACT Sheet, containing' the Num l>cl' of Persons Commi ttee\ to. the severn) Gaols of J I d 
' Te GII 

with The S(:lltences of those found Guilty, the Number 6f 

ACQU IT TAL S, 
".~ 

~c. , 
D ischl1rged ! Di!ll.hurgcd 

, 
;;~ CHIME S N Ulilher Nllmber linDed, n~lI)ajuini: ~~ Acquit lc.1 Ily rC ~IOtL by r CU51l 1l 

i:! ':: Ior "hich tlity were OOUllui llcd. CQIl,,"ltlcd. 1,\, Vcnlict " f f und not ill 0 1101 fot 

~~ 
, of 110 Bill • (j HO, 

Trie.!. Trial. Jury. l><'illgr"III1!.I . I I~" ccll lwn. 

'---' 
I 

Abduction - - - - - - - '0 " G - - - 5 6 
Arson - - - - - - - - 41 ~O 2 , 3 1 '1 

1 Assauh - - - - - - - - 2,:360 25 1 247 5'.! 3G!J 95 
Assault, with intent 1.0 !H urtler - - - - +4 S 4 1 G ' 3 
ASSIlull , with intent to ravish - - - - 10 - - - " " 2 1 
Assuuit, with intent to rnvi~h Female Infants - , - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 
AS-iault , with intent to rob - - - - +G " 4 1 G 15 
Bestiality - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Bigamy - - - - - - - - 5 - - - , , - - - , 

, Burglary - - - - - - - - 50 1 I 5,) .' '0 3' 115 , Cattlc Stcali ng - - - - - - 934 ~ J 8 ] uo U1 57 '43 
Child Stenling • - - - - - - - - - - - -
Coining - - - - - - - - '0 G - - - - - - 1 • Combination - - - - - - - 13 , - - - - - - - - - , 
Conspirncy to Illll rtier - - - - - 3. 7 • - - - 8 '7 
Conspiracy to rob • - - - - - ' 9 " • , 1 3 
Cutting and wounding PerSOIlS - - - 33 4 4 4 7 " Distilling illegally - - - - - - Goo G1 10 ' 4 49 51 
Embezzlcmcnt - - - - , - - I ~) 3 , , 3 5 
Emb,ezzHng L etters from Post Oflicp. - - - - - - - - -
Forgery - - - - - - - - , 8 9 , , 4 7 , Forger, of Bank Note~ :md li ttering - - - 97 33 ' 4 '4 8 '3 
Having fo rged Bank Notes in Possession - - I ' 00 35 13 6 4 11 

Forgery SWmps - - - - - - , - - - - - - - - - , -
Dino, utteri ng nnd feloniously having in possession I " 8 - - - - - - 3 -
Fraud in obwi uing Money IIllller fni50 PrclcJ\CCfI - 75 8 n 3 " ' 3 
Gnol 13l'cnki ll g - - - - - - - 20 , , , - - - .11 

Highwny Robbery - - - - - - '7' . 5 ' J '~ G 3 58 
Horse Stcnling - - - - - - ' ,0 39 ' 7 . 8 , 8 .5 
H ouse Brenking - - - - - - 50 '7 , 9 8 " H ouse Robbery - - - - - - 4 12 DO 3' ' 9 35 l ~i 

Houghing, IllUlmiug and Jdlling Cattle - - '7 
, 2 - - - . , 9 , Lnreell,f - - - - - - - - '.! ,'.!83 4J7 33' !!!)1 ' 58 '~~9 

2 DitlQ - from Hou~e - - - - - 51!) IOn 7" -H ' 4 70 

Ditto - from Shop - - - - - - 'l3(j :lU :1:3 ' 7 5 ,0 
Ditln - from Person - - - - - 59-1 ' 43 57 51::! , tl 8, 
]\fail Robbery - - - - - - - 10 - - - - - - - - - - - - 3 

• l\1D.llslnugll tel' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -, fI-'furder - - - - - - - - 4°'.! 1 '.! I 64 21, " 97 , D itto, Femnles of their Infants - - - - I ':: , , • - - - • 
Ditto, concealing Birth uf Ditto - - - G - - - 4 - - - - - - - - -
Misdemeanor - - - - - - - 1,, ·59 D8 97 59 '7& 00 
Oath~ ndHlini stering nUti taking Illl lawfuHy - - 35 ] ti 4 , 3 4 
Perjury - - - - - - - - (]2 '5 10 5 '5 3 
Plun~cri.ng wrecked Ships - - - - 4 , - - - - - - , - -
Rape - - - - - - - - 93 '7 21 ,~ " ' 7 
Ditto, m;ccssarf, and niding in - - - - s n , - - - - - - - - -
Recciving nUll laving in possession stolcn Goods - 387 98 40 n ,8 

· 
83 

Returning from Trnnsportlltion before li me - - - - - - -
Riotou'i Assembly - - - - - - '21l 5 39 " ~ 1:19 • 6 
Riotous A~semhly> appcnring armed oy Night - 20 , 4 3 7 , - - -
Riotous Assembly, n])pcnring armed by Night Oini 

attacki ng Dwclli ug I-louses - - - - G, ,0 7 " 1 L7 
I Robbery of Amls - - - - - - '5 .s 6 6 1 4 

Setlitious Practi ces - - - - - - 4 , , 1 - -
Sheep Stenling, ami killing same with intellt to steal 50 :.! 1 '~4 8, 56 ~(; 1+5 
Shooting at Persons - - - - - - 46 ' 7 7 4 7 8 
Sodomy - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Stealing from lliench Green - - - - 39 5 , , , ' 5 , Taking ami holding fore il)lo posscSIlion. - - ' 50 35 33 5 4+ " Treill!on (H i~) - - - - - - - - - - - -
Treasonable meti{~cs - - - - - 3 - - - , - - - - - - - -

... U.lawfully marrying Persons - - - - , , - - - -
Utterin{5. CO,un terfeit Coin, • - - - - 40 6 5 ; , 4 ]0 

Vagrnncy - - • - - - - 235 ~ 7 ~;J ' 7 6, ,8 , Writing nnd sendi ng threateni ng Lette rs - - 2 ] " 
, 

" 7 3 ---
'3 T OTAL - - - I j,5fi+- ; 2,+S4 J ,5~ ] 93S" 1,4.14 1,850 

~ - - - --
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Y 1818· distinguishil1g the CRIMES ror which they wcre scvera1ly CommiLled, Acquitted, or CO!l\'ictctl; , the ellr , 
U1 E utcd Ilnd of those who recc ivc(] free Pardon . those 'xcc , 

S E N'I' ENCES. 
, 

l ,npriKlllmcnl. • ~ -
,~ 

I1'umber 'I'rllllspO l'!n! iOll . ~ ot:~ .", g-;i ~. · -., • -~ • 0 of PenGI" 5 ; ~ ; ~ 

-~ 
.-~ 

ii~ o ~ -, 0 :1: 

~ .. '" . S 
~ . ]IZ · . .~ 0 • ... .. t; 00 ~. ~~ .- . eon,-icled. ,. .S- .-. 

" ~ • • • -.~ • .. E- ~K , . ~ . 
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~ 
,.. •• 3 ~ •• z~ ~ii • ~ '" ;: '" ~ • ~ • ;J - ,. M • - ;::: " ZSl 0 ---- f-- --------- ----- - ---

, , · , 
1,345 '0 1, 109 ' 3 '0' , , · 

7 7 

9 " • , 
135 ,08 ,6 , 45 
,63 ,8 gl 7 37 

,8 3 " • ,0 7 , 
c 

• - TOTAL · "} , , 
Numbcn Convictcd 5,377 , , · 1 

499 3 4,8 68 Acqui tted by Jury 2,454 
5 , , 

No Dill found . I,S!!1 
4 3 
4 • No Prosecution - n35 

31 31 
Dailed and not Tried, 1,41+ 

18 3 14 Died in Gaol 13 
5 Ii • 4' 4' Remaining for Trial, 1,850 

'9 ' 3 • , , - . , 
3 1 , 

100 " 48 5 3. 3 TOTAL COllllllihdl,l . , 1 · 1 to the Gaols otf~dJ.~ 
836 ' 49 7' 44~ 51 4 , " 7 Ireland, 181~ -

'04 55 3 In ". 3 ---
11 5 27 '3 44 G 15 
~33 38 , .' 65 " 

, . 73 , 7 5 
34 ,8 16 
48 48 3n 

, , J 958 , . - G 907 .3 FOTJttr Archer, 
7 U 

l. G. P. 14 6 5 
, 

- . 
3 3 

lI S , 3 9 n. 6 
-

85 " 68 , • • 3 

~ 1 · 3 , , · 
130 ,6 8. 3 17 I. . 3 

3 3 

14 • " " " 3 
, 13 3 

13 5 
, 

· 

l'~ ,8 · 49 - - -- - -4 · • - I-- j-5,377 31G 1-'-1-· 36 1600 1 6 8 1239 nl 333 4 ~o8 1 10. 8 5 
b 3,5~4 
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(42 . ) 

APPENDIX. 

IN order to show that several Administrations in Ireland have, for a seri c:; of 
years back, taken into their consideration the state of the Gaols of Ireland, and 
directed their atlention towards ameliorating the cond ition ofthe prisoners committed 
to them; I presume to subjoin an extract from n Report addressed by me to 
1I1r. T1"ail, then Under Secretary for the Civil department in Ireland, particularly 
as it contains a brief sketch on the subject of P enitentiaries, and especially of one 
that had been instituted in th e City of Dublin ; scil. 

ee IN the Bridewell aU ames'-stl'eet, in the city of Dublil\ nrc confined 20 women 
and eight mell, each of whom being cOIwicled before the Hecol'dcr, of larceny, 
received the uniform sentence of imprisonment for th ree years. T his prison had 
been repaired and fitted up abou t 1.7 years ago, by order of Government, for the 
purpose of employing at labour felons sentenced to trunsportntion. Th is improvcw 

ment Wfl S begun under the inspection of Sir J . .Fitzpatrick, (luring the administra tion 
of Lord 'Ves tmoreland, at whose desire fill experiment \\'as made, to try whethcr 
it were possible to reform persons convicted of crimes deserving transportation, by 
changing that punishment into confinement, accompanied by well regulated labour and 
religious instruction. For some Lime the ex periment succeeded; therefore an Act of 
Parliament (stat. 32 Geo. 111. ch. 22.) was passed, empowcring the Lord Lieutenun t 
to commute the punishment oftrllnsportatioll into imprisonment; and also empowcring 
the Recorder of Dublin to sentence such persons to imprisonment for ilny term not 
exceeding seven years. 1i'or a considerable time labour waS carried on briskly i 
many unhappy wretches were usuolly employed at various trades ; viz, shoe-making, 
ribbon-weaving. flax-spinning. &c. From the visible signs of reformation that the 
work had introduced, several were pardoned, and became afterwa rds industrious and 
useful. 'When tbe war broke out in 1793, the then Inspector General of P ri sons, 
Sir J . Fitzpatrick, quitted the kingdom, a successor wns not for a considerable lime 
appointed, therefore the business, for want of superintendence, drooped. At thi. 
time the war was very unpopular, and .the recl'uitiug service much impeded by the 
efforts of the affiliated societies, the fri ends of the French, in Dublin. £t appeared 
therefore necessary und proper to enlist the male convicts into His Majesty 's service, 
a practice which has during the war been continued. The females remained, but 
labour became relaxed, the business not being a ttend ed to by the fostering care of 
Government j the Inspector General of Prisons being absent, and the country 
becoming ex tremely turbulent, a succession of working convicts, therefore; was Jlot 
kept up, and labour was no longer provided. 

H E arly in the year 1 i 95 it was thought necessary by Lord l i'it7.william, to rc· 
establish the office ofInspector G eneral of Prisons, who found the Brid ewell in th e 
state just described. From that period many efforts were made by that officer to 
procure a renewal uf Hational support to this humane and meritoriolls undertaking ; 
but the unceasing troubles of the country so fully occupied H is Majesty's government, 
that the Inspector's application failed of sliccess ; although his efforts were honollred 
with the approbation of Earl Camden, :Mr. P elham, und :rvlr. Cooke. Since that 
period a number of wretches convicted of small crimes before the Recorder, are 
monthly committed here, to und ergo the punishment of three years imprisonment, 
in the same manner as if labour, ind l.1 stl·y, and religious instruction hud been, as here­
tofore, provided and mainta ined, The persons committed are universally the most 
wretched of the poor, nnd are without other subsistence (save 10 pound of brend 
per week, supplied by Grand Jury presentments;) this allownnce is somewhat 
diniinished by being exchanged for tea and sugar, the usual bcvera rre of the female 
poor in towns ; about the year 1799 a charitable society was formed, whose objec t 
was the rel ief of prisoners, both debtors and felons. These gentlemen paid particular 
attention to, the uuhappy persons confined in this gaol, they distributed provisions every 
week,. and ~ntrodllced labour among them. An astoniShing alteraLioll and improve­
ment In thClr countenances, heolth and behaviour, was thereby effected. } 'm' some time 
business went on briskly, as long as the'society continued their superintendence ; lJllt 
when the novcltyofvisitingprisolls wassatished by repetitiou, the attention ofthcsociety 
subsided, and their visits ceased, and tile fund s became exhausted, and for the last 
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tll1'ee years labou r has been altogether slI spended, except some casual needlc-\\"ork 
ilnx-spinning and card-making occasionully, obtained uy the gaoler's wife, a wotnm~ 
WIlD is both humane and ind us trious. These cxperill lents have confirmed me ill 
opinion, long entertajned, that if a P eniten tiary were built 011 a simple construction 
"herein labour flnd regu lar discipline could be introduced, it would be atlended witl; 
considerable national advantage. The expenses attentiin fr the attainment of so 
important ,an Object, ,are not w?rtl~y of consiuerat ioll, wh~n c~,~pared with its utility. 
I om cOJlvll1ced that If such nn InslltutlOn was perfected; If judicious and honest task­
masters and instructors were set over thelll, !TI!lny would be reclaimed frol11 vicious 
habits, and their own industry, in a short time, would support such an establ ishment ' 
and the 11euvy ,e~pcnses attending the ,transportation to Botany Bay would be iI~ 
three parts dmullIshed . Had the experiments made been persevered in, this truth, 
I am convinced, would be perfec tly established, and this prison would present n very 
diHerent appearance. T he present slate of the prisoners is melanCholy and dis­
gusting; they are nearly naked, squalid, sickly, and but hllif fed, The tedium of 
imprisonment is also nggravfl tcd by torpid idleness, a stnte as unfavourable to mornl ti 
.85 it is to bodily health or public advantngc. These wretched creatures, feeling thei r 
forlorn <:ircum.stunces, arc desirous of employment, and have therefore entreated that 
I would communicate their humble desire toGm'ernment, that a stlpply of work mi~T!Jt 
be provided, such as mny enable thcm to procure some clothing to cover them, ~ld 
to eke out the scanty allowance of gaol provisions by their own labour and industry. 
The prison is now in a tolerable state of repair and security for women, and into til"i s 
prison nOlle but women should be committed; it is capable of containing 80 persons, 
together with the necessary implements for labour. A selection should be made 
froll1 the female convicts in Newgute, 27 in number, and also from those in Bridewell, 
III Smilhfield, 38 in number, who are unemployed at work of any kind; und those 
whose oflences are of the lesser degree, and who have not been habitual oRenders, 
should be transmitted into this prison. To employ those persons at constanl work, 
f OI" providi ng raw materials and implements of labour, and for making some necessary 
alterations in the prison, a sum of 300/. in advance would be required; and for 
keeping those implements in repair, and also for paying the Salaries of task-masters, 
~uperintcnd ent s and incidental charges, an annual stipend of 20ot. would be suf­
fici ent, without any other charge to Government whatever. 

H Should his Grace the I .ord Lieutenant be pleased to take this subject into his 
considcration, every endeavou r in my power shall bc used to carry the measure into 
full eRect, by close and nnxiolls snperin tendcnce over the officers, the prisoners, 
thei r laLour, the due distribution of thei r earnings, and the expenditure of the 
capital stock," 
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