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EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENTS (IRELANlJ) ACT. 

No. 143.-CO. LOUTH- THE VISCOUNT LIMERICK"S ENDOW1IENT. DUNDALK. 

To HIS EXCELLJ:;NCY THE LOlW LnmT&"'ANT-Gl:U~ER.A.L A...'lD GENERAL 

GOTERNOR OP IREL.L'iD. 

My LoRD. 

I would most humbly beg that the Scheme for the above-mentioned 

Endowment as prwisionally approved of may be laid before Parliament. 

law, &c' l 

G. W. JOHNSO,". 

Head Master. 



48 & 49 Vic., c. 78. 

EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENTS (IRELA.N D) ACT, 1385. 

No. :l43 . 

County of Louth. 

D ate of Pro'lYis'ional Ap provalr-19th April, 1895. 

PROVISIONAL APPROVAL :BY ORDER IN COUNCIL. 

The Viscount Limerick's Endowment, Dundalk. 

By the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council in Ireland. 

HOUGHTON. 

Whereas the Right Honorable Gerald FitzGibbon and the Right 
Honorable William O'Br ien, the Judicial Commissioners constitnted under· 
the Educational Endowments (Ireland) Act , 1885, have, in virtue of the 
powers conferred upon them by the said Act and t he A cts continuing the 
same, and of every other power enabling them in that behalf, framed and 
signed under their hands a Scheme relating to t he Visconnt Limerick 's 
Endowment , Dnndalk, which Scheme is annexed to this Order : 

And whereas the time limited by the said Acts for exercising the powers of 
making and approving this Scheme has been duly extended, upou special 
cause shown, with reference t<l the above·mentioned Endowment, by Orders 
of the Lord Lieutenant in Council, dated, respectively, March 30, 1893, 
December 23, 1893, July 26, 1894, and December 31, 1894, in pursuance of 
the 38th section of the first-mentioned Act : 

And whereas all the conditions in regard t o the said Scheme, which are 
required to be fulfilled by the said Acts to enable the said Scheme to be 
provisionally approved, have been fulfilled : 

Now therefore, We, the Lord Lientenant-General and General Governor 
of Ireland, by and with the advice and consent of Her Majesty's Privy 
Council in Ireland, do by this Order, puriuant to t he 24th and 38th sections 
of the first-mentioned Act , declare provisionally onr approbation of t he 
aforesaid Scheme, and the same is hereby provision ally approved. 
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Given at the Council . Chamber, Dublin Castle, this 
19th day of April, 1895. 

S. WALKER, C. 
MORRIS. 
MACDERMOT, A .-G. 

l~CH"'!E. 
A 2 



SCHEME REFERTlED T(J IC'i" THE FOREGOIC'i"(; 0nUER 

N u. !4:3. 0"""t1 vf LOUTR. 

EDlCATlO~AL ENDOWMENTS ORELAND) comnSSION. 

S(,HE)(E fhuued under the Educational Endowments (ll'eland) 

Act, 1885, for the future government and management of 

The Viscount Limerick's Endowment , Dundalk. 

Whereas by Indenture dated August 5, \725, between James, Lord 
Viscount Limerick, and the ThLiliff BurcTcsses and Commonalty of the 
Borounh of Dundalk, the saill J ame~, Lord "iscount Limerick, in consideration 
of t1worcleuse to him and his heirs and assigns for ever, by the said Bailifl 
Burf"~ssc~ anti Commonalty, by an I ndentul'c of even date, of all their I'ight., title, 
audintcrest in certain Bogii and 0ommon Lands in or neal' Dundalk, granted a. 
perpetual annuity or yearly rentcharge or' Fifty Pounds late Irish currency, 
equivalent to £46 3 •. 1<1. present currency, payable out of the estates of thc 
said James, Viscount Limerick, for ever, for the encoura.gellent and .support 
of on~ or more Schoolmastel'3 to teach the English and Lat in tongues within 
the borough. of Dundalk or the liberties thereof for ever: 

And whereas the said James, Lord Viscount Limerick, SOOIl afterwards 
erected a Free School in the town of Dundalk, aud by Indenture dated 
August 19, 1728, Thomas Fortescue, of Reynoldstown, in the County of Louth, 
demised to the said James, Lord Viscount Limerick, his executors, adminis
trator" and assigns, for a term of 999 years, subject to the yearly reut of 
si'pence, Inte Irish currency, the plot of ground in the town of Dundalk 
described in the First Schedule heieto, Part 1., upon which the Free School then 
stood, which had been then lately erected by the said Lord Viscount Limerick : 

And wh~l'cas the said School has ever since been maintained as a Gra.mmar 
School upon the said premises, and is now known as " The DUlJdalk Endowed 
tlchool," and the garden and plot of ground described in the Schedule 
hereto, Part II., have for one hundred years and upwards been held and 
occupied with the said School, free ' of any further or other rent, as part 
of the premises held under the hereinbefnre recited Indcnture dated AuO'ust 19 
17.~S , and uow belong to the said School, and the said rentcbarge of £50, lat; 
Irish currency, hus been o.t all times nud still is reO'ularly paid to the Mastel' 
of th~ !;aid School: l:"I 

And whereas th.e Earl of Roden is now possessed of the estates of the said 
Jame. , Lord Viscount Limerick, charged with the said perpetual snnuity or 
yearly rentcharge of £50, late Irish currency : 

Aud whereas the Endowments 01 the said School now consist of the buildinas 
garden. snd premises de~cribed in the First Schedule hereto, n? IV in the 
possessIOn of George W Ilham Johnson, A.M. as Master of the SllId School' 
together with the said rentcharge of £50' late lrish currency which U; 
d""cIibed in the Second Schedvle hereto : ' , 
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And whereas the said Dundalk Endowed School for ,eveml years l,ast has 
been attended by 8. very small llmnhel' of J?upiIs, and there ha'\'"e lately been 
no pupils attending the same, and the buildIngs belongiug to the saiel School 
have become dila.pidated, n.nd there are no funds availab1e to repair or main
tain the same, and other Schools have been established and are now in 
operation in the town of Dundalk, in which the Latin and English tongue~ 
are taught, and it is not now possible or expedient to maintain the Dundalk 
Endowed School: 

And wherea.':I the School premises aforesaid, and the said rentcharge, now 
.const,jtute Educational Endowments within the meaning of the Educational 
Endowments (Ireland) Act. 1885. and the said Act applies to the same: 

And whereas it has appeared to the Commissioners under the said Act. after 
due inquiry, that, in order to extend the usefulness of the said Endowments, 
provision should be made for the future government and mflnagement of the 
said ElJdcl\vments, and for the application of the same to the promotion of 
Intermediate Education in the to\vn of Dundalk und its neighhoul'hood, in 
manner hereinafter appearing: 

Therefore, from and after the date of this Scheme, being tlle day upon 
which the Lord Lieutenant shall by Order in Council declare his approbation 
hereof. the said Endowment.. sball b. held. governed. managed, and applied 
for the purposes, 'with the powers, under the conditions and provisions, and in 
the manner hereinafter set forth, and not otherwise, any previous Act of Par· 
liament, Letterli Patent, Statute, Charter, Scheme. Will, Deed, Instrument, 
Trust, or Direction, relating to the subj ect~matter of this Scheme, to the con
trary notwithstanding. 

1. For the purposes of this Scheme, unless the context otherwise requires, Jnterpret.&tion of 
the following terms shall be interpreted as follow~ :- Terms. 

" The Act" shallmeltn the Educational Endowments (Ireland) Act. 1885. 

I( The Commissioners" shall lliean "The COlllwissioners of Education in 
Irelltnd" incorporated under the Act. 53 George III.. cap. 107, and reconstituted 
and continued under Scheme No. 34, framed in pursuance of the Act. 

" The School " shall mean the School heretofore carried on upon the 
premises described in the First Schedule hereto, known as c< The Dundalk 
Endowed Schou!." 

" The Endowments" shall mean and include the lands, buildings, tenements, 
hereditaments, rentcbarge, and moneys described in the Schedules hel'eto, and 
shall also include the purchase money GC rent'S and lrofits which may be 
produced hy the sale or letting 01 the premises describe in the FiJ."t Schedule 
hereto. 

"The Dundalk District" shall mean and include an area extending two 
statute miles in every dil'ection from the Courthouse in the town of Dunda.lk. 
and any building {'artly situated within the area aforesaid shall be included 
in the Dundalk DIStrict. 

H Intermediate Education" shall mean education in such subjects as shall 
from time to time be included in the programme of Examinations held by the 
Intermediate Education Board for Ireland. . 

"Intermediate School" shall mean and include any School which is for the 



Vesting of 
EndoWUlcnts.. 

time I,dn· r l\ . .:C'Of'r.: .= -.; t hl: th~:" T r..tcrm<:'rf.i~te Education Board a~ a School 
l!nticicJ to- rccei\~ Rcsul t".~ F t:t~ fr?lll tht:: :said Buard: .for thejupils attending 
the B.,"lmc, who P3S:S thc ExamlllntLons held by the satd Boa.r . 

H Elt.:lIl&ntary Educatiun "8hall lllean such educ~tion .as may be gTi\"~n in 
th l: ~chnolf.; which are aid~l by ~rants fmln the CommisslOners of National 
Education, herein called National Schools. 

2. From and after the date of this Ficheme, the Endowments, and the right 
to the posserssioll llnd receipt thereof, and all pl)WerS, right.s, a~ld remedies for 
recovery thereof, shan, without any new conveyance or Instrument, be 
transferred to and vested in the Commissioners, and shall be thenceforth t"ken 
and held by the Commissioners and. thei.r fSU~ct;:ssors for e\·e1',. ~pon and for 
the trust·~ and purpose.-; of this SchelllU, subJect to the Co~dlbons and P.1'04 
visions herein contained, and to a.1l such rents, cho.rges, Tights, tenanCIes, 
casements, and liabilities, as at the date of this Scheme may lawfully affect 
the same. From and after thA date of this Scheme, the Elidowment.., and 
all the income and produce thereof, due or accruing, and all the pro12erty, 
s\::eurities, goodrs, chattels, and mouey held by any p~rson or persons tor or 
applicable to the purposes uf this Scheme, shall be delivered, tmnsferred, and 
pald, by the I;'erson or persons po"sesse~l tber~of or bound to pay the sa~e, to 
the Cummi~slOllers, and the receipt of the Comnllsslopers for any dehvery, 
tl"ltn, fEr, or payment hereby di,ected, shall be a good dlscharge for the person 
or persons making the saUie~ and he or they shall not t.11enceforth be answerable 
for the application thereot: 

Disposal of tilt· 3. As slIon as conveniently lUay be, aud not later than six cnlendar months, 
School Premises. afte .. tlte date of this Scheme, the School shall be discontinued, and upon the 

expiration of six calendar months from the date of this Scheme, or at any 
earlier date at which the MaRter of the School may agree with tbe Com
missioners to vacat.e the premises, the services of the .Master shall be 
discontinued, the School shall be closed, and the Uommissioners shall take 
up thc poa.ession of the School premises described in the First Schedule 
heretu. -

The Commissioners shall thereupon, with all convenient speed, offer for sale 
or letting, together or in lots, by public auction or by private cont ract, and 
shall proceed to sell or let t o the best advantage all thelr estate and interest 
in. the lunds buildings and pl'emises belonging to the School, described in the 
Fn"t Schedule hereto; pl"ovided thllt the Commissioners, before offerin" the 
said premises for pul,lic sale 0 1" letting, shall in the first instance offe~ the 
same to the Ellri of Roden, and to the Town Commissioners of Dnndalli: 
either ror letting at a rent, or for sale, and may let or seU the same to th~ 
Earl of Roden, or to the said Town Commissioners, by privat.e cont.ract, on 
such terms and at such rent or price as may be agl"eed upon bein" in the 
opi~ion of the Commissioners the fair and adequate value thereot for the 
resIdue of the term for which the same are held. 

Upon the completion of the sale or letting, the Commissioners shall convey 
or delllise the sald buildings and premises to .the purchaser or purchasers, or 
lessEe or lessees, thereof, and, after deductmg all necessary charges and 
expens,:", and making due provision for the vested interest of the Master 
as heremafter provided, the Commissioners shall hold and apply the purchase 
money, or the rents, profits, and produce of the said School premises upon 
the trnsts and for the purposes hereinafter declared. ' 
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Trusts of the Endowments. 

4. From and after the date of this Scheme, and subject to the conditions Trusts oCU. 
aud provisions herein contained, the Endowments shall be held by the Com- Endowments. 
missIoners upon trust to :promote and encourage Intermediate Education, and 
instruction in the EnglIsh and Latin tongues, in the Dundalk District, in 
accordance with the provisions hereinafter contained. 

Application of the Endowments. 

5. All moneys received by the Commissioners from the sale of any part Applica.tion of 
.of the Endowments, or otherwise representmg the capital thereof, shall and the Endowments. 
may be invested by the Commissioners in securities authorized for the invest-
ment of the capital of any other Endowments vested in them. The interest 
,dividends and annual produce of all such investments, and all annual rents 
and profits of the Endowments, and the rentcharge described in the Second 
Schedule hereto, and all other income derived from the Endowments, aft.er 
payment of all necessary charges and expenses, shall be applied by ·the Com-
missioners in manner following; that is to say :- . 

1. As soon as conveniently may be after the publication of the Results 
of each Annual Examination held by the Intermediate Educa.tion Board, 
the Commissioners shall ascertain the number of male pupils who 
shall have passed the said Examination in any Grade, and in respect 
of whom Results Fees for passing both in English and in Latin shall 
be p"yable by the Intermediate Education Board, to the Managers 
of Intermediate Schools in the Dundalk District in which such ·pupil. 
shall have received instruction for the said Examination in the subjects 
aforesaid. 

2. Before the thirty-first day of Deceruber next following each of the 
Examinations aforesaid, the Commissioners shall a.scertain and declare the 
net amount derived from the income of the Endowments, which they shall 
decide to be then available for distribution, and shall pay and distribute 
the same to and among the Managers of the several Schools aforesaid, for 
the maintenance and bentlfit of the said Schools, in equal proportion, 
per ca;Pita, to the number of pupils of the said Schools passing the said 
Exammation, a.nd in respect of whom Results Fees for English and Latin 
shall be payable as aforesaid. 

3. The Commissioners shall keep a separate account of the Endow
ments, and sha.ll and may have and exercise the sa.me powers of control 
and management in l'tlspect thereot' which they may, for the time being, 
have and ex.ercise in respect of th.e other Endowments vested in them. 
The Commissioners shall, in each year, cause sufficient notice to be given, 
by advertisement or otherwise, to enable the Managers of InteJ.'mediate 
Schools in the Dundalk DistJeict to claiw the benefit of the Endowments, 
and they ma.y prescribe the tiine and mode in which such claims sha.ll 
be made and verified, and may do all other acts and things which they 
may deem just and necessary, to secure the due application of the Endow
ments in accordance with the provisions of this Scheme. 

6. II, in any year, any part of the income of the Endowments shall have 
been reserved by the Commissioners, 01' shalll'emain over, after provision shall 
have beeu made for the pa.yments hereinbefore authorized, such part may 
either be invested and added to the capital of the Endowments, or may be 
carried forward, and dealt with as part of the income to be distributed in 
the following year. If any question shall a.rise as to t he amount or amo.unts 
to be distributed or payable as aforesaid, or as to the qualification of any 
School, or of any pupil, or as to the division or distribution of the income afore
said, the decision of the Commissioners on every such question shall be final. 

Powers of 
Comroission~l~. 
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'7. At the (!xpiratinn of six calendar months from the date of this Schellle~ 
or at am' t: i1r1 i.::r date at which hI'! may ngl'ee to ,'acate th~ School premises, 
tlle office and elHplu,rrucllt of G L!ul'g e \riliiam .Johnson, A .)1. , jf then still ill 
offic\:: :\S i\I:Hih :l' n1' the Dundalk Endowed School, shall C1::115C. and, upon gh;na
up c:h::ilr pos:session.,>f the ~cllOtl l. pl'?lllisl: . ..; to .the COIDmis::i k 'll-.::l:S , he sha~ 
th l::Jlcefurtb be cntItk·d dUl'IllO' h1 5 li fe tu l'eCelVe, as compensatIOIl fol' Ills 
\'e~ted interest in the ElHlm\'l~ell t;..; hereby transferred to the COlllm i s~ i oners~ 
<l ret il'ill~ nnnuity of Thirt:,-' Pouuds :::;terlia~. payahle half -,'cady. Thif.: rdi r ing 
IWlluity 8hall cummence upon the <.late at \\'!:id l hi:! ottice and em.pluyment 
;jhall cease, and t.he clea.!' possession of the School premises shall haye h een 
given up by him to the Commi'Ssionel's. 

The CnBHn i ~:-:>i()ner::i, either alone or in conjunct ion with any oth er persoll:;' 
whn may raist.·. any funds for the purpm5c, Illay ag-ree wit h the said George 
\Villimu Jl lhJl s Oll f.-,I' the commutation and l'eleu::;e of the retiring'luJI\uity 
Imynble to him, 01' any part thereof, on reasonable terms, and the COll ll nis
SiOne1'5 , if they t ltink fi t , Ulay raise 01' advance, out of any other funds in their 
hands, at interest, upun the security of the Endm ... mcnis, upon such terms tUi 

they may think reasonable, ~\ cnpitnl sum to be paid to th e said George 
" -illialll Johnson, in satisfaction and discharge of all his claims in respect of 
the &1.id r~tiring annuity. 

Printing oj Scheme. 

8. The Com missioners shall cau:.;e this Scheme to be printed., 01' shall 
prl)cul'c printed copies thereof, and shall keep the same for sale at a reasonable 
price. 

Alteraliol/, of Scheme. 

9. , Th~s Scheme ~fl.y be altered, trom. time to t ime, by t he Commissioners 
of C.har~table Donations o.~d ~equests in any matt.er whatsoever, upon the 
apphca.tlOn of the CommIssIoners, but except upon such application no 
alteratIon shall he .so made, and no alteration shall be made contrary to 
anythmg contamed m the Act. 

S CHEOULE REt'ERRt:D TO IN TITE FOREG01NG SOHEME. 

F1RSl' SCHEDULE. 

7'l1C Site and Buildings of the D undalk Endowed School. 

Part I.-The piece of ground containing one rood and twe nty-three perches 
statute! mi?'8!mre or tbereabouts, with the buildings a!l.d out-offices of th~ 
Dundalk Endo\\:ed School now standing t.hereon, and all fixtures and other 
propel1y belongmg: to the School, held for a term of 999 years, subject to 
the yt':lrlJ- rent ot SL'(pence, lnte Insh cWTency. under an Indenture dated 
August 19.1728, between Thomas Fortescue, of ReynoldstowD in the County 
of Louth, and James, Lord Viscount Limerick. ' " 

Part 1I.- The garden adjoining the above-mentioned premises containin 
three . r~tds and twenty·£ve perches or thereabouts) heretofor~ used ana 
~cul;''' by the Mastel' of the Dundalk Endowed School for the purposes of 

e <ichool, and held by hlDl, as part of tbe School premises free of an further 
OAr athetT rent tban the rent resened by the nbove-mention~d IndentJre d"ted 

ugus 19, 1728. 
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SECOND SCHEDULE. 

The Ren/charge. 

1. The rentcharge of £46 3s. ld. , present currency, created by Indenture
dated August 5, 1725, between J ames, Lord ' Viscount Limerick, and the 
Corporation of Dundalk, and now payable by the E arl of Roden as successor 
in estate of the said· James, Lord Viscoum Llinerick. 

2. All moneys due and accruing on account of the said rentcharge, from and 
after the date at which the office of the Master of the School shall cease as 
provided by the foregoing Scheme. . 

143 

w •. tile :.'a,4t.'at Oom.mI •• toDe_ eODnl .. tee 

under tile 1I4'aeatioDa! a.4owm..I1U (%:roJ .. I1) 

.. at. loa •• , harial' dtl1y OQlI.ollto .. o4 the '0 .. eI'01ll,. 

au.mo, bereb!' Ia.b:aalt the ... merol' tile .. ppr.".' 

of the Lord LieUUIl&l1t lD. oo_eil 11ZI.der tlae said 

Act, 4Ul7 el,.e4 bJ' bltth of 1U _de .. Out' It_ae. 

thll .TW'eDUeth 4aJ' or A.'QI'U t, 1 .agt. , 

GERALD FITZGIBBON, } 

WILLIAM O'BRIEN, 

Judicial 
Commiss ioners. 

N. D. MURPHY, 

Secretary. 

B 



10 

"THE EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENTS (IREL1.t~D) ACT, 1385. 

PROVISIONAL ORDERS IN OOUNOIL. 

(48 <I; 49 Viet., cap. 78.) 

SCHEMES FOR :-

No. 125.-Counties of Meath and Longford- The Oharlton Oharity. 

No. 131.-County Kildare-The Kilmeague School and the Perceval 
Endowment. 

No. 143.- County Louth-The Viscount Limerick's Endowment, Dundalk. 

NOTI OE . 

Notice is hereby given, that the Lord Lieutenant in Council, by Orders 

dated the 19th day of April, 1895, provisionally approved, pursuant to the 

24 th Section of the said Act, of the above-mentioned Schemes, respectively. 

Any Ofie of the said Schemes may be finally approved, unless within two 

months after the first publication of this Notice a Petition is presented to the 

Lord Lieutenant in Couucil praying that the same may be laid before 

P~rliament, as provided by the 24th Section of the above-cited Act. 

The first publication 01 this Notice is the 22nd day of April, 1895. 

PRIVY COUNCIL OrFICE, DUBLIN CASTLE, 

20th April, 1895. 

W. S. B. KAYE. 



JI 

MEMo. 

The Objection in this matter came before a Committee of the Privy 

Council on the 26th March, 1895, and the objactor having been heard in 

person and Cc,unsel in support of the Scheme, the Lord Chancellor 

announced that the Committee would recommend the Lord Lieutenant in 

Council to provisionally approve of the Scheme. 

Privy Council Office, 

Dublin Castle. 
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EDUC1TIOXAL E~DOWMENTS (IRELAND) COMMISSION. 

SCIIEME Ko. 143.-COUNTY OF LOUTH. THE VISCOUNT LB1ERICK'S 

ENDOWMENT, DUNDALK. 

OBJECTION lool~'CI1 with the Clerk of thu Pri\·y Council against the above Scheme, and 

OBSERVATIONS OF THE JUDICIAL COMMISSIONERS Lhcreoo. 

OBJECTION of G. ,\V .. Jom,so~-, Master of the Gramma.r School, Dundalk. 

SCnE:Io[t: N o. 143. - VLSCOU~T LB.fERIOK.'S E~DOW)[EXT. DU:\DALK. 

SIll-As no steps have heen t."lKen to C:uTy. o?t the suggestion ~ade at .th~ last mccting here of 
the Educ&liona.l Endowments (Ireland) CommISSion, J beg to submlt my obJectlOos to the proposed 
Scheme. . . 

Whelt I ncccpt.ctl the appointment of Master of the Grammar School, I recelved possesslOn of ~he 
School prt~lD isl!$ as a. tenure for life, along with tbe endowment.~ attached thereto. The cotnpen~tlon 
}lcOposed for llIe and my family under the AA.id Scht:mt: is tberefore, I mo~t res~ctfully s~bID1t. by 
no means commensurate with the value of the emoluments. I lUay mentIOn that. the premJ.SeS have 
been .'&luad at £ 1,500 by the Township Surveyor. "" . 

The statement in the Scheme that .. there ha.ve l..a.Uly been no pupils atteHdlDg the same l..S 

uVlaincd by its being due. to an outbrea.~ of. 8c&rla~Da. At present the number of pupib is 
iocreru;ing, a.nd I h(l,ve very little doubt that It Wlil contmue to do so. 

I remain, your obedient Servant, 

GnulllMr School, Dundalk, County Louth. 
19. 10. 9~. 

G. W. JOHNSON. 

OBSERVATIONS OF THE JUDICIAL COMMISSIONERS. 
The Judicial Commissioners, at the reqllest of the Clerk of the Privy Council, l"eSpectfully submit 

the following Observat ions upon the foregoing Objection, for the considera.tion of the Lord Lieu
ten.e.nt· in Council:-

The Commissioners held 8 prelimin.a.ry Inquiry a.t Dunda.1k, on October 22, 1886, at which they 
received the evidence of Mr. George William J ohnson, Master of the Dundalk Gmmma.r School 

Report 1886-87. pp. 219, 221. 
The Endowment of the Grammar School consists of buildings and a piece of ground containing 

1 rood snd 23 perches, statute measure, held for a term of 999 yea.rs at the nominal rent of 
ai.-,.pence, Irish currency, under an Indenture dated August 19, 172R, with a garden adjoining, which 
contains 3 roods and 25 perches, and which has been held as part of the School premises for very 
many yea.~; with a perpetual rentclut.rge of fifty pounds, Irish currency, created by an Indenture 
dated A,\lguSt 5, 1;25. . 

The Trust of the Endowment is" for the encouragement and support of one or more Schoolmasters 
to teach the F..nglish and Latin tongues within the Borough of Dunda.lk or the Liberties thereof fo!' ~ 
ever," 

It nppeared from the evidence of ~rr. Johnson that he was appointed in July, 1879, to be Master 
of the School by a. ~erbal agreement with Mr, William Robson, the then agent of the Earl of Roden, 
the prt'SCnt ownerot' the Est.a.tes upon wbich the Endowment is cha.rged. At the time of his a.ppoint
ment, .Mr. JohnMn was put into possession,ns "Well of the present School premises, as also of a. field of 
2 acres for which hewDS to pay £10 per a.nnum, &nd f' he understood that aU rates, taxes, repairs, &c., 
were to be paid hy the Barlof Roden," and that" he wns to hold the field as long as he held the 
Mastership." Very little was done to maintain the buildings. They got out of repair and in 1885 
Mr. Johnson was -e.-:lcted from the field upon notice to quit, after litigation in which he had 
UDSueoo:ssiully endeavoured to estAblish n. more permanent title. 

The largest number of pupils he had in the School a.t I\ny time was twenty.nme, and the number 
had fallen in 1/j1:l6 to two boarders RIl.d eleven day boys. 

Mr. J ohoson suggested that the School ought to be under a. Board of some kind that would take 
an intere."t in it! and he a.~o thought ~b8t the En.dowment was too sma.ll His :{lomtion a.ppeared to 
be tbat he was m possesslon of premIses for which he could not prove any tItie, that he was in 
~.ipt of the Annual Rent Cbarge of £50 Irish, that he had no written evidence of the tenure or 
his office, and that he ma.naged t be School as best he c~uld. . Th~re were a.nd still a.re in Dundalk: 
a large a.nd. succes.<dul Scboo1 for ~arders and Day Pupils, ma.mta.ined by the Incorporated Society 
fot' Promoting Protestant Sch.ools In Ireland, a.nd large a.nd successful Intermediate and Elementary 
SchooLs under Roman Catholic Ol&uageme-nt. The Coml¢ssioners were satisfied that the Gramma.r-
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School could not be successfully maintuined in competition with these other Schools, but they 
delayed the publication of (lUY Draft Scheme until they could obtain fw·ther evidence which wa.s not 
forthcoming at the Preliminary Inquiry. 

The Commi'>Sioners held a Fw-ther I nquiry at Dundalk on Octobc.r 23, 189!. 

Report 1891-92, pp. 90-93. 
This Inquiry was attended by Mr. ::3trongc. who had become the agent of the Earl of Roden in 

December, 1890. Mr. George Willinm Johnson \vas again examined, and at that time the Commis
sioners found that the School premises hod gone further into disrepair,and that the number of pupils 
had become fudher reduced. Mr. J ohnooo stated, and the Commissioners were satisfied, that there 
was not l'oom for two Schools of tha.t character in .Dundalk, and that unl~s there was money to lay 
out on the Grammar School buildings they would go to ruin. '1'he COlnmissionerd concluded that It 
would be ad visa.ble to discontinue the Grammar Sehoo~ and to realize the value of the premises, which 
are situated in the town, and to apply the Endowment. for the enoourageruent of Grammar School 
Education in the other Schools in the place, in which English and LaLin were tauO'ht. 

The Draft Scheme, prepared with a view to C:1rry out these objecu., was publisbed on }-Iarch 31, 
1892. Objections wel'e r cei.ved fl.·01,? ~ertain Protestant inhabito.nts, from ~he.Very &verend Patrick 
Segrave, the Roman Catholw A.dmlllistrator of Dundalk; from the Chnstum Brothers, who ha.ve 
Schools in the Town, aDd from ~h. J ohnson. 

The CoDilllissioners held a Final Inquiry at Dundalk for the con~idel'ation of these Objections. 

Final Report, Ocrober 20, 1803, pp. 175-19l. 
This inquiry was attended by }'epresentntives of the Pl'Ot,cstu.nt and Roman Catholic inh!Lbitants, 

by the Dundalk Free Library Committee, and by repre.<;entati,'es (If the Town Commissioners. 
Mr. Johnson Wo..!; examined, and he stated tha.t the numher of pupils had gradunlly fallen to three, 
all of WhOUl were hom'ders, and thnt for the last three months befOl'C the inquiry there had been nonc. 
It W a.'J "about a yea.r and a. ha.lf 01' two years" since he had had any pupil ft'om Dundalk, and he 
stated that" the school was l;sing in 1888 j there was an outbreak of scarlatina, that was one cause 
that led to the decline of llU11ils." 

The Commissioners yisited the School buildings and found them in a state of progressive decay. 
The garden was cultivated for profit and submstence by Mr. JohD~n, who resided with his f:unily in 
the Schoolhouse, but there appeared to bc DCo reasonable prospect of mndel'ing the School 01' the 
Endowment, as a. sepamte Institution, of any substantial educational benefit to the inhabitanb:; of 
Dundalk. Communications had taken place between the Earl of Roden. the Town Commif3.~ioners, 
l\nll the Dundalk Free Library Cowmittee with the object of utilising the School premises for 
public purposes, but no tenns had heen n.gl'eeu u!)Qn. At the request of some of the Protesttmt 
inhabittmts, the completion of tl1C Scheme was de ayed to enable them to decide whether a.n effort 
should be mwo to maintain the Grammar Schoo), but the l;ommissioners afterwards received a 
coInmunicn.tion from thpm tha.t this had been found impracticable, and t.he Scheme was completed 
nnd signed by the Judicia.l Commissioller!l, on August 29, 18!)o1<, providing for the discontinuance 
of the School. und of Mr. J ohnson's office a.'i Mal'>ter,at the expil'ation of six ca.1endal· montlls f rom 
the date of the finul a.pproval of the Scheme, 01' at any earlier dnte a.t which he might ~«ree to vacate 
the School premises. All pa.rties concerned, except Mr. J oh080n, have concurred in thinking it 
necessary to close the Scbool, to realise the Endowment, and to apply tbe proceeds in aid of I nter
mediate Education in the other Intermediate Schools of Dundalk. 

Under the foregoing circumstances, it became the duty of the Commissioners, under the Educatiorml. 
Endowments (Ireland) Act, 1885, Sec. 11, either to "&\.ve" or to "make due comMnsation" for the 
vested intere!:it of Mr. J ohnson, as Ma.ster of the discont.inued Grammar School. The Commissioners 
did not feel justitied in treating him a.s entitled to retain the possession of the School buildinWi n.nd 
bud, and to continue to receive the rentcharge, when there was no prospect of his being able to fulfil 
the objects of the Endowment. They therefore did not "save" his vested interest. In fixing the 
amount of compensation they had regard to the circumstance on the one hand that he had a free 
l'esidenee, but on the other that he had not tmfficient moans to maintain the buildings. There was 
DO sufficient evidence that his office was a freehold, or that he was appointed by any competent 
authority, No capital sum WIlS immediately available for pa.yment to him as a grant upon 
retirement, s.nd, after full consideration, the Commissioners provided by the Scheme, Sec. 7, that, 
within six months after it carne into force, his office a.mi employment should cease, nnd he should 
give up the clear possession of the School pl'eroises, and should thenceforth be entitled dlU'ing 
his life to receive, as compensation for his vested interest, a. retiring e.Ullllity of £30, payable half 
yearly. P rovision was made to vest the Endowments in the "Commissioners of Education in 
Irela.nd," and to enabletLem, either alone or in conjunction with any other persons who might ra.ise 
any funds for the purpose, to agree with Mr. J ohnson for the commuta.tion and l'CIellS6 of his life 
annuity upon reasonable terms ~ 

H a.ving re~ to the circum.stan~ of the-School and of the Endo~'ments, to the va.lue and 
tenure of MI', J'ohnson's office, a.nd to his complete Telease from duty, the Commissioners submit that 
the compensation awarded by the Scheme is as large as they were justified in making it, 

By Order of the Judicial Commissioners! 

Office of the Commission, 23 NlISsau Street, Dublin, 
February 12,1895. 
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N. D. MURPHY, Sccretary. 
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